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THE 


ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


CiiAi*. I —An Account of Mr Gamaliel Pickle*— The* Disposition of bis Sister described— 
Ke* yields to her Solicitations, and returjis to the Country. 

Is a certHocji county of England, houndcel on one side by the sea, 
and at the distance of one hundred miles from the metropolis, lived 
Gamalffil Pickle, csep ; the father of that hero whose^adventures we 
jwoposejto record. He. was the son of a merchant in London, who, j 
like Romo, frejin small beginnings had raised himself to the liigliest 
honours of tfee city, and acquired a plentiful fortune, though, to his 
iiifimte regret, ho died before it amounted to a plum, conjuring his 
son, as he respected the last injunction of a parent, to imitate his 
indu.stry, and adhen* to his maxims, until he should have made 
up the deficiency, which was a sum considerably loSvS than fifteen 
thousand pounds. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired efiect upon his rejire- 
sontative, who spared no pains to ful 61 the retjuesb of the deceased : 
but exerted all the capacity with wdiich nature had endowed him, 
in a series of efforts, which, however, did not succeed ; for, by the 
time ho had been fifteen years in trade, he found himself five 
thousjind pounds w'orse than he w'as when he first took possession 
of his father’s effect® ; a circumstance that affected liim so nearly, 
as to detach his inclinations from business, and induce him to retire 
from the w'oiTd, to some ])lace where he might at leisure deplore his 
misfortunes, and, by frugality, secure himself from want, and the 
apprehensions of a jail, with which his imagination was incessantly 
haunted. 'He wsia often heard to express his fears of coming upon 
the parish ; anil to bless God, that, on ivcjjount of his having been 
so long a hdusekeoper, h^was entitled to that provision. In short, 
his talentjj were not naturally active, and there w’as a sort of in- 
consistency in his character pfor, with all the desire of amassing 
wliich any citizen coum«^ possibly entertain, he was encumbered by 
a certajii indolence and slnggiahiiess that prevailed over every inte- 
rested considewitiou, and even«hindered him from profiting by that 
singleness of apprehension, and moderation of appetites, which have 
so frequently ^nducod to the acquisition of immense fortunes ; 
qualities which lie possesaed in a very remarkable degree. Nature, 
in -all probability, had mixed little or hothing inflammable in his 
composition ; or, whatever seeds of excess she might have sown 
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within him, were oflectually stifled and destroyed the austerity 
of his education. ^ 

The sallies^of his youth, far from being iifbrdinate or criminal, > 
never exceeded the bounds of that decent jollity which an extraor-' 
diiiary pot, on extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to have 
produced in a club of sedate book-keepers, whose imaginations were 
neither very warm nor luxuriant. Little subject to reflned sonsations, 
he was scarce ever disturbed wdth violent emfttion^of any kind. The 
passion of love never intejrrupted his tranquillity ; and if, as Mr. 
Creech says, after Horace, 

Not to admire is all the art I know ; • ' ^ 

To make men happy, and to keep them so , 

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly possessed of tliat invaluable f- rtb ; at* 
least, lie was never knov\ n to betray the faintest symiitom c^transport, 
except one evening at the club, where he observed, with some demon- 
strations of vivacity, that he had dined u}»on a delicate loin qf veal. 

^ Notwithstan*ding this appearance of iihlegiii, he could not help 
feeling his dihapyiomtnients in trade ; and iiynni the fnililre of a 
certain uudorwiitei*, by which bo lost five bundled yiopjids, declared 
his design of rclinqiiisliing business, and rotiiing to the country. In 
this rc, solution he was comforted and encouraged by his only sister, 
Mrs. Grizzle, who liad managed his family since the death of his 
father, apd was now’’ in the thirtieth year of her maidenhood, with 
a fortune of five thoubaiM pounds, and a large stock of i^onomy and 
devotion. ♦ 

Those qualifications, one would think, might have been the means 
of abridging the term of her celilv*cy, as she never expressed any 
aversion to W'edlock ; but, it seems, she wtis too delicate in her 
choice, to find a mate to her inclination in the city : for I cannot 
suppose that she remained so long unsolicited ; though ilie charms 
of lier person w^ero not altogether enchanting, ^lor her manner gvor 
and above agreeable. Excliuive of a veT> w^an (not to call it 
sallow') complexion, which, perliaps, was the effects of*licr virginity 
and mortification, she had a cast in her eyes that was not at all 
engaging ; and such an extent of mouth, as no art or affectation 
could contract into any propoitionablo dimon'sion ^|therr her pioty 
was rather peevish than yj['sigued, and did nut in th€ least diminish 
a certain stateliness in lier demeanour and coiiveisation, that 
delighted in communicating the impo^talice and honour of her 
family, which, by the bye, was nobio be traced two generations 
back by all the pow'cr of heraldry or traditicgi,' , 

She seemed to have renounced all the ideas she had af^uired 
before her father served the office tf sheriif ; and Jtlie era which 
regulated the date^ of all her observations was the mayoralty of her 
papa. Nay, bo solicitous was this good lady for the support and 
^propagation of the family napie, that, Bpppressin^ every aelfleh 
motive, she actually prevailed upon her brother to combat With his 
own disposition, and even surmount it so far, as to declare a pmion 
for the pers^ whom ho afterwards wedded, as we shall see in the 
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s^uel. Indeed^ she was the spur that instigated him in all hia 
QXtraardihary ipdertakings ; and I question, whether he would or 
,liot have been able^to disengage himself from that course of life in 
which he had so long Tiiechanically moved, unless he had been roused 
and actuated by her incessant exhortations. London, she observed^ 
was a receptacle of iniquity, where an honest, unsuspecting man 
was every day in danger of falling a sacrifice to craft ; where inno- 
..cence was exposed to continual temptations, and virtue eternally 
persecuted by malice arid slander ; where every thing was ruled by 
caprice and corruption, and merit utterly^ discouraged and despised. 
This last imputation, she pronounced with such emphasis and 
chagrin, as plainly (Jenoted how far she considered herself as an 
example of what she advanced ; and j eally the charge was justified 
by the constructions that wore put upon her retreat by her female 
%rienS<,-:iho, far from iinijuting it to the laudable motives that 
induced hry, insinuated, in sarcastic comuioudations, that she had 
good reason to be dissatisfied with a place where she had been so 
long oiorlooked ; and tliat it was certainly her wisest^',ourse tomako 
her last^ftbrt in the country, where, in all probability, her talents 
would bo less eclipsed, and her fortune more attractive. 

Bo this aa it will, her admonitions, though they were powerful 
enough to convince, v/ouW have been insufficient to overcome the 
langour and vis inertice of her brothor, had she not reinforced her 
arguments, by calling in question the credit of two or threo mer- 
chants, with whom ho was embarked in tnuUi. 

Alarmed ftt theso hints of intelligence, he exerted himself effectu- 
ally ; ho withdrew his money from trade, and layidg it out in 
Bank-stock and Tndia-bouds, removed to a house in the country, 
which his father had built near the sea-side, for the convenience of 
canying on a certain branch of traffic in wliich he had been deeply 
concerned. 

Hero then Mr, Pickle fixed his habitation for life, in the six-and- 
thirtieth year of hisi^age ; and though tlio pangs ho felt at parting 
with his intimate companions, and quitting all his former connec- 
tions, were not quite so keen as to produce any dangerous disorder 
in his constitution, ho did nob fail to be extremely disconcerted at 
his Jitst entrance into a scone of life to which he was totally a 
stranger. Nob hut that ho met with abundance of people in the 
country, who, in consideration of liis fort:me, courted his acquaint- 
ance, and breathed notlijng but friendship and hospitality ; yet, 
even the, /rouble of recei\yng and returning these civilities was 
. an intolerable fatigue^ to a ma'i of his liabits and disix>sition. He 
fehprefore left the care c5 the ceremonial to his sister, who indulged 
herself/in all the pride of formalitj’^ ; while he himself, having 
made a discovery of a public /house in the neighbourhood, went 
thither every evening, and enjoyed his pipe and can ; being very 
,we]l satisfied w^^h the behaviour of tlie landlord, whose communi- 
, cative boinner was a grea,!; comfort tp hjs own taciturnity * for, he 
' fi^jiiinncd all superfluity of speech, as mfich as ho avoided any other 
imhecessa^y^expense. 
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Chap 4 II. -^He il'mede acqiulnlod with the Characters o^Comtaodore Trqour<Mi and 
bis Adherents—McetB 'with them by Accident, and contracts an Intimacy with that 
Commander. 

This loquacious publican soon gave him sketches of all the 
characters in the county ; and, among othejs, described that of his 
next neighbour, Conimodoro Trunnion, Svhicii was altogether 
singular and odd. “ The commodore and your worship,” said he^ 
“ will in a short time be hand and glove ; he has a power of money, 
and spends it like a prince— that is, in his owjn way — for to be sure 
he is a little huniorsome, as the saying is, and swears woundily ; 
though I’ll be sworn he means no more harm than a Bucki^i,bab^^ 
Lord help us ! it will do your honour’s heart good to he^*l ^im ten 
a story, as how he lay alongside of the French, yst'd-ami and 
yard-arm, board and board, and of heaving grapplings, and stink- 
pots, and gi’apes, and round and double-headed partridge, crows 
• and carters. Lord have mercy upon us ! ho has bceib a grdtit 
warrior in his time, and lost an eye and a heel in the service. 
Then he does not live like any other Christian l*nd-man ; but 
keeps garrison in his house, as if he were in the midst of his 
enemies, and makes his servants turn out in the night, watch and 
watch as he calls it, all the year round. His habitation is defended 
by a ditch, over which Jie has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his 
court-yard witli patercroes continually loaded with* shot, under 
the directioA of one Mr. Hatchway, who had one of his legs shot 
away while he acted as lieutenant on board the commodore’s ship ; 
and now, being on half-pay, lives with him as his companion. 
The lieutenant is a very brave man, a great joker, and, as the 
saying is, hath got the length of his commander’s foot— though ho 
lias another favourite in the house called Tom Pipes, that was his 
boatswain’s mate, and now keejis the servaiito in order. Toni is a 
man of few words, but an excellent hand at a song qpneerning the 
boatswain’s whistle, hustle-cap, and cliiick-farthing — there is not 
such another pipe in the county — so that the commodore lives veyy 
happy ir\ his own manner; thof ho be sometimes thrown into 
perilous passions and (luandaries, by the applic»!;jpn of his poor 
kinsmen, whom he can’t rabide, because as how some of them were 
the first occasion of his going to sea. Tlien he sweat# with agony 
at the sight of an attorney, just, for all the world, as soine people 
have an antipathy to a cat ; for it fteems hq was once at law, for 
striking one of his officers, and ca«;t in «# swinging sum. . He 'is, 
moreover, exceedingly afflicted with goblins that disturb his rest* 
and keep such a racket in his Iioufe, that you wofild think (God 
bless us !) all the devils in hell had broke loose hp^ii him. It was 
no longer ago than last year about this time, that h|^was tormented 
*’the livelong night by the mischievous «spirits that got into his 
chamber, and played a thousand pranks about his hammock, for 
there is not pne bed within liis walls. Well, sir, he rang his bell, 
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Citlkd up. aH nis BerVants, got lights, and made a thorough search ; 
but the devil a goblifi was to be found. Ho had no sooner turned 
in again, and the tost of the family gone to sleep, than the foul 
Renmt began tlleir game anew. The commodore got up in the 
dark, drew hia cutlass^ and attacked them both so manfully, that, 
in five minutes, everything in the apartment went to pieces. The 
lieutenant, hearing the noise, came to his assistance. Tom Pipes, 
being told what was th& matter, lighted his match, and going down 
to the yard, fired tall the pateroroes as signals of distress. Well, 
to be sure the wliole jMirish was in a pheker: some thougl^ the 
French had landed ; others imagined the commodore’s house was 
besot by thieves ; for my own part, I called up two dragoons that 
arc quartered upoif me, and they swore, with deadly oaths, io was 
a gang of smugglers engaged w'ith a })arty of their regiment that 
lies iir the nex^ village ; and mounting their horses like lusty 
fellows, rode up lifto the country as fast as their boasts could carry 
them. Ah, master! those are hard times, when an industrious 
body cftinot earn his bread without fear of the gallows# Your 
worship* father (God rest his soul I) was a gof)d gentleman, and as 
well respected in this parish as e’er a he that walks upon neat’s 
leather ; andaif your honour should want a small parcel of fine 
tea, or a few ankers of right Nantes, I’ll bo bound you shall be 
furnished to your heart’s content. But, as 1 was saying, the 
hubbdb co!itmuod till morning, when the parson being sent for, 
conjured the spirits into the Red Sea; and the# house has been 
pretty quiet ^ver since. True it is, Mr. Hatch w^ay makes a^mock 
of the whole aftair ; and told his commander, in this very blessed 
spot, that the two goblins were no other than a couple of jackdaws 
which had fallen down the chimney, and made a Happing with 
their wings up and down the aimrtment. But the ctmimodore, 
who is very choleric, and docs not like to bo jeered, fell into a 
main high passion, and stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearing 
that he know a devirtrom a jackdaw as well as e’er a man in the 
three kingdoi]|a. He owned, indeed, that the birds were found, 
but denied that they were the occasion of the uproar. For my 
own part, master, I believe much may be said on both sides of the 
question ; thof t<e be sure, the devil is always going about, as tbu 
saying is.” « 

This- circumstantial account, oxtraordinasy as it was, never altered 
ime featui*! fn the countenance of Mr. Pickle, who, having heard it 
to an end, took the pipe frdnahis mouth, saying, with a look of 
infinite sagacity and deliberation, “I do suppose he is of the Cornish 
Trifnniofis. What sort of S womsfh is his spouse ? ” — “ Spouse ! ” cried 
the other ; ** odds-heart ! I do^’t think ho would many the queen 
of Sheba. Lack-a-day ! sir, ho won’t suffer his own maids to lie in 
the garrison, but tlirn^heiu into arr out-houao every night before 
the watch is «et. Blefp your honour’s soul, he is, as it were, a very 
oddish kind of a gentleman. Your worship would hax^e seen him ^ 
before now ; for, when he is well, lie and ray good master Hatchway 
come liither every evening, and drink a couple of cai^ft of rumbo 
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a-piece ; but ho has been confined to his house this fortnight by ft 
plaguy tit of the gout, which, 1*11 assure your^worship, is a good 
penny out of piy pocket. ** g 

At that instant, Mr. Pickle*s ears wore saluted with such a strange 
noise, as even discomposed the muscles of Jjiis face, which gave 
immediate indications of iilarm. This composition of notes at first 
resembled the crying of quails, and croaking of bull-frogs ; but 
as it approached nearer, he could distinguish^articulato sounds pro- 
nounced with great violeuco, in such a cadei&o as^one would expect 
to hear from a human creature scolding through the organs of an 
ass ; it was neither speaking nor braying, but a surprising mixture of 
both, employed in the utterance of tery\s absolutely unintoUigiblo 
to our wondering merchant, who had just optned his mouth to 
express his curiosity, when the landlord, starting up at the well- 
known sound, cried, “ Odd’s niggers ! there is the ommodoiO with 
Iiis compjiiiy, as sure as I live,’* and with his api ii began to wipe 
tlie dust otf an elbow-chair placed at one side of the fire, and kept 
sacred the ease and convenience of this infirm coinmaiuler.o While 
he was thus occupied, a voice, still more uncouth than the former, 
bawled aloud, “ Ho ! the house a-hoy ! ** Upon which the publican, 
clapping a hand to each side of his head, with his tliujabs fixed to 
his ears, rebellowed in the same tone, which he had learned to 
imitate, •‘liilloah.” The voice again exclaimed, ‘'Have you got 
any attorneys aboard?” and when the landlord replied “No, •no,” 
this man of straij^e expectation came in, supjiorted by his two de- 
pendents, and displayed a figure every way answerable the oddity 
of his character, lie was in stature at least six feet high, though ho 
had contracted a habit of stooping, by living so long on board ; his 
complexion was tawny, and his asjioct rendered hideous by a large 
scar across liis nose, and a patch that covered the place of one eye. 
Heiiig seated in his chair, with groat formality the landlord compli- 
mented him upon his being able to come abrf)ad again ; and having 
in a whisper communicated the name of his ftllow-guest, whom the 
commodore already knew by report, went to proparo, with all 
imaginable despatch, the first allowance of his favourite liquor, in 
three separate cans (for each was accorainodiited with his own portion 
apart), while the lieutenant sat down on the bj^nd side of his 
commander ; and Tom Pipes, knowing his distance, with great 
modesty took his station ^ the rear. 

After a pause of some minutes, the conversation w» begun by 
this ferocious chief, who, fixing his upon the lieutenitnt with a 
sternness of countenance not to be described, addressed him in 

those words: “H ray eyes I H«tohwajt, I always took*you*tq 

be a better seaman than to overdet our chaise in su^ fair weather. 
Blood! didn’t 1 tell you we were rufmiug bumpashoce, and bidytm 
set in the leo-brftce, and haul up a wind?i*—*^Yos,** replied the 
other, with an arch sneer, ? I do confess asl||pw you djd give such 
f order's, after you had run us fioul of a post, so os that the carriage 
lay along, and could not rigTit herself.'* — run you foul of a post!” 
cried the cornmandor : “d my heart! you’re a pretty dog, an’ t 
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you, to tell ‘mo so above-board to my face? Did I take charge of 
the -chaise? Did I sfeind at the helm?” — “No,” answered Hatch- 
way ; “I must confess you did not steer; but, howawmever, you 
cunnod all the ^ifay, and so, as you- could not see how the land lay, 
being blind of your Ijfl’board eye, we were fast ashore before you 
knew anything of the matter. Pipes, who stood abaft, cap testify 
the truth of what I say^” — “D my limbs 1 ” resumed the com- 

modore, I don^t value ^hat you or Pipes say a rope-yarn. You’re 
a couple of niutin<»us — I’ll say no more ; but you shan’t run your 
rig upon me, d ye. I am the man that learnt you, Jack Hatch- 

way, to splice a rope and raise a perpendicular.” 

The lieutenant, wlio was perfectly well acquainted with the trim 
of his captain, dief not clioose to carry on the altercation any 
further^ but taking up his can, drank to tlie health of the stranger, 
who very courted isly returned the tompliment, without, however, 
presuming to join m the conversation, which suffered a considerable 
pause. During this inbemiption, Mr. Hatchway’s wit displayed 
itself in jeveral practical jokes upon the commodore, with whom he 
kilew it was dangerous to tamper in any other way. Being without 
the sphere of hi.s vision, he securely pilfered his tobacco, drank his 
rumbo, made ^ry faces, and, to use the vulgar phrase, cocked his 
eye at him, to the no small entertainment of the spectators, Mr. 
Pickle himself not excepted, who gave evident tokens of uncommon 
satisfaction at the dexterity of this marine pantomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler gradually substf ed, and he was 
pleased to desire Hatchway, by the familiar and friendly diminu- 
tive of Jack, to read a newspaper that lay on the table beforS him. 
’this task was accordingly undertaken by the lame lieutenant, who 
among other paragraphs, read that which follows, with an elevation 
of voice which seemed to prognosticate something extraordinary : 
“We are informed, that Admiral Bower will very soon be created a 
British peer, for his eminent services during the war, particularly 
in his late engagement^with the French fleet.” 

Trunnion \^8 thunderstruck at this piece of intelligence : the 
mug dropped from his hand, and shivered into a thousand pieces ; 
his eye glistened like that of a rattlesnake, and some minutes elapsed 
before he could pronounce, “Avast ! overhaul that article again. 

It was no sooner read the second time, than, smiting tlie table 
with his fist, ho started up, and, with thawnost violent emphasis of 

rage and jpRignation, exclaimed, “D my heart and liver! ’tis 

a land lie, d’ye see ; and 1 wiM maintain it to be a lie, from the 
spirit-sail yard to the mi2en-top-3ail haulyards 1 Blood and thunder ! 
WiH* B<Twer a peer of thS realifl ! a fellow of yesterday, that scarce 
knows a mast from a manger ! a snotty-nose boy, whom I myself 
have ortlered teethe gun, for stoAing eggs out of the hencoops 1 and 
1, Hawser Trunnioli, commanded a ship before he could keep a 
reckoning, am laid asiRe, d’ye see, and forgotten ! If so be as this 
be the case, there is a erotten plank ip our constitution, which 

ought to be hove down and repaired, d my eyes! For my 

own pa^, d’ye see, I was none of your Guinea pigs : I did not rise 

t 
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in the service by parliamenteeriiig interest, or 9 handsome b of 

a wife. 1 not hoisted over the bellies of better men, nor 
strutted athwart the quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingumbobs 

at the wrists. D my limbs ! I have beei^ a hardworking man, 

and served all offices on board from cook’s shifter, to the command 
of a vessel. Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of a seaman, you dog. ” 

So saying, he laid hold on the landlord’s &st, and honoured him 
with such a squeeze, as compelled hin to rAar w^h great vocifera- 
tion, to the infinite satisfaction of the commodore, whose features 
were a little unbended by this acknowledgment of his vigour ; and 
he thus proceeded, in a less outrageoyis strain : * ‘ They make a 

d d noise about this engagement with the French : but, egad ! 

it was no more than a bum-boat battle, in comparison with some 
that I have seen. There was old Rook and Jennifgs, and t#iother 

whom I’ll be d d before 1 name, that knew Vwiat fighting was. 

As for my own share, d’ye see, T am none of those that halloo in 
their ovjn commendation : but if so be that I were minded #0 stand 
my own trumpeter, soine of those little fellows that hold thd!r heads 
so liigh would be taken all aback, as tlie saying is : tliey would be 

ashamed to show their colours, d my eyes ! I <^ice lay eight 

glasses alongside of the Flour da Louse, a French man-of-war, though 
her mettle was heavier, and her complement larger by a Imndred 

hands than mine. You, Jack Hatchway, d yo, what d’y(! grin 

at ! D’ye thii^k ^ tell a story, because you never heard it before ? ’* 

“Why, look ye, sir,” answered the lieutenant, “l^am glad to 
find y«)U can stand your own trumpeter on occasion ; thof I wish 
you would change the tune, for that is the same you have been 
piping evei’y watch for these ten inouthK past. Tunley himself will 
tell you he has lieard it five hundred times.” — “God forgive you ! 
Mr. Hatchway,” said tho landlord, inteiTupting him; “as I’m an 
honest man and a housekeeper, I never heard a syllable of the 
matter.” 

This declaration, though not strictly true, was extrcmoly agree- 
able to Mr. Trunnion, who, with an air of triumph, observed, 
“Aha ! Jack, 1 thougJit I should bring you up, with your gibes and 
your jokes : but suppose you had heard it before, is that any 
re:{8on why it shouldn’t be told to another person? There’s tho 
stranger, belike ho has li^rd it five hundred time^ too ; han!t you, 
brother ? ” addressing himself to Mr. Piqjcle ; who replying, with a 
look expressing curiosity, “ No, iiev^r ^ ” he thus went oif : “Well, 
you seem to be an honest, quiet sort of a ins^n ; and therefore you 
must know, as I said before, I felkin wi^ii a French mai>of-w^ar, 
Cape Finisterre bearing about six leagues on the weather bow, and 
the chase three leagues to leeward, •going before th^ wind : Vhere- 
upou 1 set my studding sails ; and coming qp wiUi her, hoisted my 
jack and ensign, and poured in a whole bros^ide, bofo|;o you could 
Acount three rattlins in the mizjn shrouds ^ for I always keep a good 
look-out, and love to havo*the first fire.” 

“That I’U be sworn,” said Hatchway : “for tho day wo made tho 
Trium^jph, yqw ordered the men to fire when she was hull-to, by the 
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same token we below pointed the guns at a flight of gulls ; and I 
won a can of punch from the gunner by killing the fifet bii’d. ” 

Exasperated *at this sarcasm, he replied, with great vehemence, 

You lie, lubber ! d- your bones ! what business have you to 

come always athwart my hawse in this manner? You, Pipes, was 
upon deck, and can l^jar w'itncss whether or not I fired too soon. 
Speak, you blood of a •- — , and that upon the word of a seaman : 
how did the chase? bear of us when I gave orders to fire ? ” 

Pipes, who had hitherto sat silent, being thus called upon to give 
his evidence, after divers strange gesticulations, opened his mouth 
like a gasping cod,^and wi£h a cadence like that of the east wind 
singing through a cranny, pronounced, ‘‘ Half a quart^er of a league 
right i^)on our lee-beam.” 

“Nearer, you'^porpuss-facod swab!” ci*ic<l the commodore, 
“Nearer by twelve fathom: but, howsornever, that’s enough to 
prove tjje falsehood of Hatchway’s jaw — and so, brother, d’ye sec,” 
turning lo Pickle, “ I lay alongside of the Flour de Lome,, yardarm 
aAd yardarm, plying our great guns and small arms, and heaving in 
stink-pots, powder-bottles, and hand-grenades, till our shot was all 
expended, doftble-hcaded, partridge and grape : then we loaded with 
iron crows, marlinspikes, and old nails ; but finding the Frenchman 
took Q, good deal of drubbing, and that lie had shot away all our 
rigging, and killed and wounded a great mniibcr of our men, d’ye 
see, I resolved to run him on board upon his quart A, and so ordered 
our grapplinja to bo got ready ; but monsieur, perceiving wlfat we 
were about, filled his topsails and sheered oil*, leaving us like a log 
upon the water, and our scuppers running with blood. ” 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid such extraordinary attention to 
the rehearsal of this exploit, that Trnnnion was encouraged to enter- 
tain them with more stories of the same nature ; after wdiich he 
observed, by way of eijpomium on the government, that all he had 
gained in the service was a lame foot and the lowss of an eye. The 
lieutenant, w1k> could not find in his heart to lose any opportunity 
of being witty at the expense of his commander, gave a loose t»o his 
satirical talent once more, saying, — “ I have lieard as how you came 
by your lame foo#^ by having your*upper decks over stowed with 
liquor, whereby you became crank, and rolled, d’ye see, in such a 
manner, that by a pitch of the ship your stft’bo.ird heel was jammed 
in one of tl^^cuppers ; ancf as for the matter of your eye, that was 
knocked out by your own crcw*wheu the Lightning was paid off: 
there’s poor Pipes, who Wi|g beat^i into all the colours of the rainbow 
for f5akin§ your part, and giving you time to sheer off ; and I don’t 
find as liow you have rewarded hipii according as he deserves.” 

As the commddore could not deny the truth of these anoedotes, 
however uiisoasonalSly ^ey were introduced, ho affected to receive 
them with goetd huniou^ as jokes of the lieutenant’s own inventing ; 
and replied, “ Ay, ay, Ja<^, everybo<fy knows your tongue is no 
slander : but, howsornever, I’ll work you to an oil for this^you dog.” 
So saying, ho lifted up one of his crutches intending to I^y it gently 
across Mr. Hatchway’s pate ; but Jack, with great agility, tilted up 
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his wooden leg, with whicli he warded off the bl5w, to the no small 
admiration ofrMr. Pickle, and utter astonishmei^t of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had expressed the same amazemeMt, at the same 
feat, at the same hour, every night, for three months before. 
Trunnion then, directing his eye to the boatswain’s mate, ^‘You, 
Pipes,'’ said he, “do you go about and tell people that I did not 
reward you for standing by me, when I^waa hustled by these 

rebellious rapscallions ? d you, ha’n’t you been rated on the 

books ever since ? ” • 

Tom, who indeed had no words to spare, sat smoking his pipe 
with great indifference, and never droam-:)d of paying any regard to 
these interrogations ; w hicli being repeated aftd reinforced wdth 
many oaths, tliat, however, produced no effect, the commodore 

pulled out this purse, saying, “Here you b bniiy, here’s^some- 

thing better than a smart ticket;” and tlirevP'it at his silent 
deliverer, who received and pocketed his bounty, without the least 
demonstration of surprise or satisfaction ; while the donor, burning 
to Mr. Pickle, “You see, brother,” said he, “I make gooffs the oM 
saying ; we sailors ^et money like horses, and spend it like asses : 
come, Pipes, lot’s h^’e the boatsw^ain's whistle, and borjovial ” 

This musician accordingly applied to his mouth the silver instru- 
ment that hung at a button- hole of his jacket, by a chain of the 
same metal, and though nob quite so ravishing as the pijfie of 
Hermes, produce 1 a sound so loud and shrill, that the stranger, as 
it we^e instinctively, stopped his ears, to preserve Hs organs of 
hearing from such a dangerous invasion. The prelude being thus 
executed. Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg of an ostrich that 
depended from the ceiling, and without once moving them from that 
object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of voice that seemed 
to be the joint issue of an Iiish bagpipe and a sow-gelder’s horn ; 
the conimudoro, the lieutenant, and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this el(?gant stanza : — ^ 

Uuptle, bustle, brave boys* 

Let U9 Bing, let m toll, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our Joys. 

The third line w'as no sooner pronounced, than iUe can was lifted 
to every man’s mouth njith admirable uniformity ; and the next 
word tfiken up at the end of their dra.ught with a tiyang equally 
expressive and harmonious. In ihort, the company*^ began to 
understand one another ; Mr. Pickle seemed to relish the entertainr 
ment, and a correspondence immediately^ commenced between Jiim 
and Trunnion, who shook him by the hand, drank to further 
acquaintance, and even invited hiiA to a mess of perk and pease in 
the garrison. The compliment was returned, good-fellowship pre- 
^ vailed, and the night was pretty far advatic^, when tfce merchant’s 
*''man arrived with a lanteiji tq light his piaster home ; upon which, 
the new friends parted, after a mutual promise of meeting next 
evening in ‘the same place. 



A MATBIMONIAL OVERtUKE. 




Chai*. Grizzle exerts heraelf lii finding a proper Match for ^Icr Brother ; who U 

accordingly Introauced to the young Lardy, whonx ho marries In due Season. 

I.HAVB been the more circumstantial in opening the character o£ 
Trunnion, because ho bears a considerable sliare in the course of 
these memoirs ; but How it is high time to resume the considera- 
tion of Mrs. Orjzzle,*who, since her arrival in the country, had 
been engrossed by a double care, namely, that of finding a suitable 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for herself. 

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister or frail suggestion, 
but the pure dictai^es of that laudable ambition which prompted her 
to the preservation of the family name. Nay, so disinterested was 
she in this pursuit, that, postponing her nearc.st concert, "or at least 
leaving her ow « bito to the silent operation of her charms, she 
laboured with such indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, that 
beforui they had been three months settled in the country, the 
gonenii topic of convcrsjxtion in the neighbourhood was an*intended 
match between the rich Mr. Pickle and the fair Miss Appleby, 
daughter of^a geuilemaii who lived in the next parish, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to bestow upon Ins cliildren, had, 
to use his own phrase, replenished their veins with some of the 
best* blood in the country. 

This young lady, whoso character and disposition Mrs. Grizzle 
had investigated to her own satisfaction, was dovStftied for the spouse 
of Mr. Pickle j and au overture accordingly made to her* father, 
who, being overjoyed at the proposal, gave his consent without 
hesitation, and even recommended the immediate execution of the 
project with such eagerness, as seemed to indicate either a suspicion 
of Mr. Pickle’s constancy, or a diflideiicc of his own daughter’s 
complexion, which perhaps he thought too sanguine to keep much 
longer cool. The prgvious point being thus settled, our merchant, 
at tlie instigation of Mrs. Grizzle, went to visit his future father-in- 
law, and vvaf introduced to the danghtci% with w'hum ho had, that 
same afternoon, an opportunity of being alone. What passed in 
that interview I never could learn, though from the character of the 
suitor, the readSr may justly conclude that she was not much teased 
with the impertinence of his addresses. He was not, I believe, the 
leas welcoTge for that reason: certain it%s, she made no objection 
to his ta<Jitiirnity ; and wlien Jier father communicated his resolu- 
tion, acquiesced with the most pious resignation. But Mrs. Grizzle, 

order to give the lady a iqpre favourable idea of his intellects 
than what his conversation could possibly inspire, w'as resolved to 
dictate a lettej, which her brother should transcribe and transmit 
to his mistress as .the produce of his own undejHstaiiding,. and had 
actually composed a ^/ery tender billet for this purpose ; yet her 
intention waw .entirely frustrated by the misapprehension of the lovei; 
him'aolf, who, in consequence of hi! sister’s repeated admonitions, 
antioi].)ated her scheme, by writing for himself, and degpatching the 
letter one afternoon, \vhile Mrs. Grizzle Avas visiting a| the poison's. 
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Neither was this step the effect of his vanity or precipitation ; 
but having been often assured by his sister that it was absolutely 
necessary for 4iim to make a declaration of his feve in writing, he 
took this opportunity of acting in conformity with hfir advice, when 
his imagination was unengaged or iindisturbcfti by any other sug- 
gestion, without suspecting in the least that she intended to save 
him the trouble of exercising his own geniiw. Left, therefore, as 
ho imagined, to his own inventions, ho s%t down, and produced 
the following morcetm, which was transmitted to Miss Appleby, 
before his sister and counsellor had the least intimation of tho 
aftair ; — 

“MiJss Sally ArpLi^ftY. 

“Madam,— U mfcr-itandinfl: yon have a parcel of hrart, warran^^ed Bound, to he diaposed 
of, shall be 'A'lllliiR to treat for said commodity, on roasonablc terms ; doLil)t not, Bhall agree 
for same; shall wait on you for faithcr information, when and where you ehall appoint. 
This the uftodfiil from— YourB, &c. 

“Gam. Pickle.” 

This laconic epistle, simple arid unadorned as it was, met with os 
cordial tkreccittion from the person to whom it w'as addressed, as if 
it had been couclied in the most elegant terms tliat delicacy (jf 
passion and cultivated genius could sujiply ; nay, T believe, was the 
moi’e welcome, on account of its mercantile plainn«^ss ; because 
when an advantageous match is in view, a sensible woman often 
considers the flowery professions and rapturous exclamations of love 
as ensnaring ambiguities, or, at best, impertinent prelim iriArios, 
that retard the iucaty they arc designed to promote ; whereas Mr. 
Pickle removed all disagreeable uncertainty, by descemling at once 
to the most interesting particular. 

She had no sooner, as a dutiful child, communicated this billet- 
doux to her father, than ho, as a careful parent, visited Mr. 
Pickle, and, in presence of M^s. drizzle, demanded a formal 
explanation of his sentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, assured him he had a 
respect for the young woman, and with Ifls good leave, would 
take her for bettor, for worse. Mr. Ajipleby, after havjng expressed 
his satisfaction that ho had fixed his aflections in his family, com- 
forted the lover with tlic assurance of his being agreeable to the 
yoipig lady ; and they forthwith proceeded to tli^i articles of the 
marriage - settlement, which, being discussed and^ determined, a 
lawyer was ordered to c|*gross them ; the wedding - clothes- were 
bought : and, in short., a day was appointed for tho codebration of 
their nuptials, f.o which everybody oi any fashion in tho ilcighbour- 
hood was invited. Among these, Commodore Trunnion and Mr. 
Hatchway were not forgotten, heij% the^sole companiont^ of the 
bridegroom, with whom, by this tin^o, they had contracted assort of 
intimacy at their nocturnal rendezvous. • 

They had recei’fed a previous intimation of what was on the anvil, 
from the landlord, before Mr. Pickle thought proper to declare 
liimself ; in consequence ,of <jwhich, thc^ topic of tho one-eyed 
commander's discourse, at their meeting, for several evenings before, 
had been thtf folly and plague of matrirnony, on which' he held forth 
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with great’ veheinonco of abuse, levelled at the fair fiex, whom he 
represented as devils incarnate, sent from hell to torment mankind ; 
and in particular Inveighed against old maids, for wljom he seemed 
to entertain a singular aversion ; while hia friend Jack confinned the 
truth of all his allcgsftions, and gratified his own malignant vein at 
the same time, by clenching every sentence with a sly joke upon the 
tparried state, built upon some allusion to a ship or sea^faring life. 
He compared a woman 4o a great gun loaded with lire, brimstone, and 
noise, which, beiitg violently heated, wijl bounce and fly, and play 
the devil, if you don’t take special care of her breechings. He said 
she was like a hurricane that never blows from one quarter, but 
veers about to ay points of the compass. He likened her to a 
painted galley, curiously rigged, with a leak in her hold, which her 
husbj^d would never be able to stop. He observed that her 
inclinations were Jike the Bay of Biscay ; f(>r why ? because you may 
heave your deep sea lead long enough, without ever reaching the 
bottom ; that he who comes to anchor on a wife may find himself 

moore^in d d foul ground, and after all, can’t for his blood slip 

liis cable ; and that, for his own part, thof ho might make short 
trips for pastime, he would never embark in woman on the voyage 
of life, bccaufte ho w'as afraid of foundering in the first foul w'cather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made some impression on tho 
mind of Mr. Pickle, who was not veiy much inclined to run great risks 
of any kind ; but the injunctions and importunities of his sister, who 
was bent upon the match, overbalanced tho opinion of his sea friends, 
who findini^liim dotermiiied to marry, notwithstanding all tl^e hints 
of caution they had thrown out, resolved to accept his iiivitcation, and 
honoured his nuptials with their presence accordingly. 


OiiAr IV.— The Behaviour of Mrs Grizzle at the Wedding, with an Account of the Guests. 

I HOFfs it wifi not be thought uncharitable, if I advance, by way of 
conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on this grand occasion, summoned her 
whole exertion tp play oft’ the artillery of lier charms on tho siygle 
gentlemen whc% were invited to the entertainment ; sure T am, she 
displayed to the best advantjige all tlje engaging qualities she 
possessed^ •her affability at dinner was altogether uncommon, her 
attention to the guests w'as superfluously liospitable, her tongue was 
sheathed with a most aOTeeablo and infantine lisp, her address was 
perfectly obliging, ancr thou^i, conscious of the extraordinary 
capaci^ of her mouth, she wouki not venture to hazard a laugh, she 
modelled her iips into an enenanting simper, which played on her 
countenance all dky long ; nay, she even profited* by that defect in 
her vision we have alrGaiiy observed, and securely contemplated those 
features which were most J:o her liking, w^liile the rest of the compan/ 
believed her regards were disposed in a quite contrary direction. 
With what humility of complaisance did she receive tho%;ompliments 
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of those wiio could not help praising the elegance of the fcahqUet ; 
and how piou^y did she seize that opportunity of ^sommemorating the 
honours of her sire, by observing that it was no ^iierit in her to 
understand something of entertainments, she had occasion to 
I^reside at so many, during the mayoralty of her papa ! 

Far from discovering the least aympU)m of pride and exultation 
when the o])ulence of her family became the Subject of conversation, 
she assumed a severity of countenance ; and^ after having moralized 
on the vanity of riches, declared that those who looked on her as a for- 
tune were very much mistaken ; for her father had left her no more 
than a jmor five thousand pounds, whicji, with what little she liad 
saved of the interest since Ins death, was all shei<had to depend on : 
indeed, if she had placed her chief felicity in wealth, she should not 
have been so forward in destroying her own expectations, by vising 
arid promoting the event at which they were now sokappily assembled ; 
but she hoped she should always have virtue enough to postpone any 
interested consideration, when it should happen to clash with the 
happinols of her friends. Finally, such was her modesty skid self- 
denial, that she industriously informed those whom it might concern, 
that she was no less than three years older than the lyide : though 
had she added ten to the reckoning, she would have committed no 
mistake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to the satisfaction of 
all present, she in the afternoon regaled them with a tuue on the 
harpsichord, accffmpanied with her voice, which, thqjigh not the 
most melodious in the world, I dare say, would have been equally 
at their service could she have vied with Philomel in song ; and as 
the last effort of her complaisance, w hen dancing was proposed, she 
was prevailed on, at the request of her new sister, to open the ball 
in person. 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure in this festival, 
and almost eclipsed the bride ; who, far fiuKii seeming to dispute 
the pre-eminence, very wisely allowed her to make the best of her 
talents ; contenting herself with the lot to which^ fortune had 
already called her, and which she imagined would not bo the less 
desirable if her sister-in-law were detaclied from tlie family. 

1 believe I need scarce advertise the reader, fiiat, during this 
whole entertainment, the commodore and bis lieut&iant werq quite 
out of their element ; and this, indeed, was the ca^ with the 
bridegrooxn himself, who being utterly unacquainted with any sort 
of polite commerce, found himself under a very disagreeable 
restraint during the whole scene. • « * 

Trunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore till he was paid oS*, 
and never once in his whole life the company />f any females 
above the rank oS those who herd on the Point at Portsmouth, was 
more embarrassed about his behaviour than^if he had been sur- 
lyounded at sea by the whole French HaVy. He had* never pro- 
nounced the word “madaid** since he waf born ; so thati far from 
entering iiitp conversation with the ladies, he would not even l^tum 
the compliment, or give the least nod of civility when they drank 
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to his health ; and, I verily believe, would rather have Buffered 
suffocation than s^lowed the simple phrase — “your servant,’* to 
proceed from his mouth. He was altogether as iriflcxiblo with 
respect to the attitui^s of his body ; for, either througli obstinacy 
or bashfulnesB, he sat upright without motion, insomuch that ho 
provoked the mirth of a certain wag, who, addressing himself to the 
neu tenant, asked whether that was the commodore himself, or the 
wooden lion that Jjsed to stand at his gate ? — an image, to which, it 
must be owned, Mr. Trunnion’s j)erson bore noJaint resemblance. 

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite so unpolished as the commo- 
dore, and had certain notions that seemed to approach the ideas of 
common life, made a less uncouth appearance ; but then he was a 
wit, and though of a very peculiar genius, partook largely of tliat 
disp()«iti<m which is cornnioii to all wits, who never enjoy themselves 
except when the# talents meet with those marks of distinction and 
veneration which, iii their own opinion, they deserve. 

Theao circumstances being premised, it is not to be wondered at, 
if this •triumvirate made no objections to tlio proposal, when some 
of the grave ponsonagos of the company made a motion for adjourn- 
ing into amjther apartment, wliere they might enjoy their pipes 
and bottles, while the young folks indulged tliemselves in the 
continuance of their own favourite diversion. Thus rescued, as it 
were, from a state of annihilation, the fir.st use the two lads of the 
castle made of their existence was to ply the bridegroom so hard 
with bump\p:3, that in less than an hour he mad^ divers efforts to 
sing, and soon after was carried to bed, deprived of all mariner of 
sensation, to the utter disappointment of the bride-men and maids, 
who, by this accident, were prevented from tlirowiug the stocking, 
and performing certain other ceremonies practised on such occasions. 
As for the bride, she bore this misfortune with great good humour, 
and, indeed, on all occasions, behaved like a discreet woman, 
perfectly well acquainted with the nature of her own situation. 


Chah. V.— Mrs. PlcMt assumes the Reins of Government In her own Family— Her Sister- 
in-law imdertalce%an Enterprise of great Moment, but is for some time diverted from her 
' Ptirpose by a very interesting ConHlderatlon. ^ 

WiiATEVftif deference, ncS; to say submission, she had paid to Mrs. 
Grizzle before she was so nearty allied to her family, she no sooner 
became Mrs. Pickle thnsi she /bought it incumbent on her to act 
up to the dignity of tlie character ; and, the very day after the 
marrhtge, venj^ured to dispute ^ith her sister-in-law on. the subject 
of her own pedigree, which she affirmed to ba more honourable 
in all respects than that of her husband ; observing that several 
younger brbtliers of her house had arrived at the station of lox^ 
mayor of London, which was the higlfcst pitch of greatness that 
ahy of I^r. Pickle’s predecessors had ever attained. ^ 

This presumption was like a thunderbolt to Mrs^ Grizzle^ lyho 
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began to pctcclvc that ahe had not succeeded guitc so well as she 
imagined, in selecting for her brother a gentle and obedient yoke- 
fellow, who ▼. ould always treat her with thatf profound respect 
which she thought due to her superior genius, alid be entirely 
regulated by her advice and direction ; however, she still continued 
to manage the reins of government in the house, reprehending the 
servants as usual ; an office she performed v^th great capacity, and 
in which she seemed to bike singular delight, until Mrs. Pickle, on 
pretence of consulting her case, told her one dity she would take 
that trouble on herself, ancl for the future assume the management 
of her own family. Nothing could be more mortifying to Mrs. 
Grizzle than such a declaration ; to whicli, afjber a considerable 
pause, and strange distortion of look, she replied : shall never 

refuse or repine at any trouble that may conduce to my brother’s 
advanbige.” — “ Dear madam,” answered the siste^^^ “ I am infinitely 
obliged for your kind concern for Mr. Pickle’s interest, which 1 
consider as my own, but I cannot bear to see you a sufferer by your 
fricndsliip ; and, therefore, insist on exempting j^ou from th<^ fatigue 
you have borne so long.” 

In vain did the other protest that slio took pleasure in the task : 
Mrs. Pickle ascribed the assurance to lier excess of ('l^mplaisance ; 
and expressed such tenderness of zeal for her dear sister’s health 
and trail (juillity, that the reluctant maiden found herself obligjjd to 
resign her authority, without enjoying the least pretext for com- 
plaining of licr being deposed. 

This^ disgrace was attended by a fit of peevish devotioft that lasted 
three or four weeks ; during which period she had the additional 
chagrin of seeing the young lady gain an absolute ascendency over 
the mind of her brother, who w'as persuaded to set up a gay 
e(|uipago, and improve his housekeeping, by an augmentation in 
his expense, to the amount of a thousand a year at least ; though 
his alteration in the economy of his househcjjd effected Ho change 
ill his owm disposition, or manner of life ; for as soon as the painful 
ceremony of receiving and returning visits was porfowiicd, lie had 
recourse again to the company of his sea friends, with whom he 
spent the best part of his time. But if be was satisfied with hia 
condition, tho case was otherwise with Mrs. Grizfele, who, finding 
her imporbince in the family greatly diminished, #her attractions 
neglected hy all tho milte sex in tho neighbourhood, and the 
withering hand of time hang threatening over her heJEl®, began to 
feel the hornir of eternal virginity, ^ind, in a sort of desperation, 
resolved at any rate to rescue herself frjjin that reproachful and 
uncomfortable situation. * 

Thus determined, she formed a iilan, tho execution of which, to 
a spirit loss enterprising and sufficient than herS, would have 
appeared altogether impracticable ; this was no of her than to make 

f conquest of the commo<lorc’s heart, which tho readef will easily 
elieve was not veiy susceptible of tendernmpressions ; but, ontM 
contrary, fortified with insensibility and prejudice against tho 
charms of whole sex, and jiarticularly prepossessed to the 
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prejudice of that class distinguished by the appellation of old maids, 
m which Mrs. Grizzle was oy this time unhai>pily ranked. She 
ncvorthcless took 1:he field ; and having invested this seemingly 
impregnable fortress, began to break ground one day, when Trun- 
nion dined at her bft)thcr’s, by springing certain ensnaring com- 
mendations on the honesty and sincerity of seafaring people, paying 
H particular attention his plate, and affecting a simper of appro- 
bation at everything Ire said, which by any means she could con- 
strue into a joke,*or with modes! y be supposed to hear ; nay, even 
when he loft decency on the left hand, which was often the case, 
she ventured to ix'priinand liis freedom of speech with a gracious 
grin, saying, “Sure you gentlemen belonging to the sea have such 
an odd way with you.” But all this compljicency was so ineffectual, 
that, far from suspecting the true cause of it, the commodore, that 
vciy evening, at ^le club, in presence of her brother, with whom 
by this time he could take any manner of freedom, did not scruple 

to d — ~ her for a squinting, block-faced, chattering j) kitchen ; 

and iimnediately after drank “Despair to all old maidsi” The 
tbast Mr. Pickle pledged without the least hesitation, and next 
day intimated to his sister, who bore the indignity with surprising 
resignation, ^ind did not therefore desist frruu her scheme, unpro- 
mising as it seemed to be, until her attention was called off, and 
engagqjl in another care, which for some time interrupted the 
progress of this design. 

Her sister had not been mamod many months, when she ex- 
hibited evident symptoms of pregnancy, to the gencnil satisraction 
of all concerned, and the inexpressible joy oi Mrs. Grizzle, who, as 
we have already hinted, was more interested in the j)re 3 ervatioii of 
the family name than in any other consideration whatever. She 
therefore no sooner discovered apiiearances to ju.stify and confirm 
her hopes, than, postponing her own purpose, and laying aside 
that pique and reseiitijient she had conceived from tlie beliaviour of 
Mrs. Pickle, wlion she superseded her authority ; or perhaps, con- 
sidering herein no other light than that of the vehicle which 
contained, and was destined to convey, her brother’s heir to light, 
she determined to exert her uttermost in nursing, tending, and 
cherishing her (kiring the term of her important charge. VVjth 
this view she purchased Culpepper’s Midwifery, which with the 
sagacious performance dignified with Arisftotle’s name, she studied 
with indoJf\l!!gable cave ; arfd diligently perused the Complete House- 
wife, together with Quincy’s® Dispensatory, culling every jelly, 
marmalade, and conservtji^which these authors recommend as either 
Salutary or toothsome, for the ftenefit and comfort of licr sister-in- 
law, during her gestation. Sb^j restricted her from eating roots, 
pot-herbs, fruif, and all sorts of vegetables ; and one day, when 
Mrs. Pickle had plucked a iieach with her own hand, and was in 
the very act^of putting it between her teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived^ 
the rash attempt, and running up t(9 her, fell on her knees in the 
garden, entreating her, with tears in her eyes, to resist such a 
pernicious appetite, per request was no sooner coiiiplietl with, 
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than recollecting, that if her sistcr^s longing vas halked,^he child 
might be affected with Home disagreeable mark or dejilorablo disease, 
she begged ds earnestly that she would swallow the fruit, and in 
the mean time ran for some cordial water of her own composing, 
which she forced on her sister, ns an antidot^ to the poison she had 
received. 

This excessive zeal and toiidcrness did not^fail to be very trouble- 
some to Mrs. Pickle, who, having revolved divers plans for the 
recovery of her own easii, at length determined to engage Mrs. 
Grizzle in such employment as would interrupt that close attendance, 
which she found so tcazing and disagreeable. Neither did she 
wait long for an opportunity of putting her rt^solution in practice. 
The very next day a gentleman happening to dine wilh Mr. Picklfe, 
niifortunatcly mentioned a pine-apple, part of which he liad«'3aten a 
week before at the house of a nobleman, wdio liW3d in another part 
of the country, at the distance of a hundred miles at least. 

The name of this fatal fruit was iu» BO(jner pronounced, than 
Mrs. (tfizzIc, who incessantly w’atched her sister's looks, ^ook tjie 
alarm, because she thought they gave cei lain indications of curio- 
sity and desire ; and after having observed, that she herselt could 
never eat pine ajiples, which were altogether unnatural productions, 
extorted by the foice of nitifieial fire, out of filthy manure, asked, 
with a faltering voice, if Mrs. Pickle was not of her way of /think- 
ing? This young lady, wlio wanted neither slyness nor i)eiietra- 
tion, at once Jivined her meaning, and leplicd, yith seeming 
unconcern, that fur her own part she should never lepine if there 
was not a pine-apple in the universe, provided she could indulge 
herself with the fruits of lier own country. 

This answer was calculated for the benefit of the stranger, who 
would certainly have suffered for his inipnidence by the resentment 
of Mrs. Grizzle, had her sister exinessed the least relish for the 
fruit ill question. Tt had the do.sived cffect^aiid re-established the 
peace of the company, which was not a little endangered by the 
gentleman’s want of coiisideiation. Next moniing,^iowever, after 
breakfast, the pregnant lady, in pursiiaiu’e of her plan, yawned, as 
it were by accident, full in the face of lier maiden sister, who, 
b€ing infinitely disturbed by this convulsion, ^.ffirmed it was a 
symptom of longing, and insisted upon knowii% the object in 
desire ; when Mrs. Pickie, affecting a sniile, told her had eaten 
a most delicious ])ine-apple in sleex). decJjt:ation was 

attended with au immediate scream, uttered bj' Mrs. Grizzle, who 
instantly perceiving her sister surj^ised at the exclamation, clasped 
her in her arms, and assured her, with a sort of hysterical laugh, 
that she could not help Bcreami% with joy, because she had it 
in her power to gratify her dear sister’s wish ; a« laay in the neigh- 
bourhood having promised to send her, in a present^ a couple of 
# delicate pine-apples, which |ho would on tliat very day go dn 
quest of. * ^ 

Mrs, Pickle would by no means consent to this proposal, on pre- 
tence of spgoing the other unnecessary fatigue, and assured her, 
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that if bHc had any/losire to eat a pine-apple, it was so faint, tliat 
the disappointment could produce no bad consequence. But this 
assurance was conveyed in a manner, which she krffew very well 
how. to adopt, that, instead of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs, 
Grizzle to set out imftiediately, not on a visit to that lady, whose 
j>rotniso she herself had feigned with a view of consulting her sister’s 
t^nquillity, but on a random search through the whole country for 
this unlucky fruit, wlii6h was like to produce so much'vexation and 
prejudice to her and her father’s house. 

During three whole days and nights did she, attended by a valet, 
ride from place to place without success, unmindful of her health, 
and careless of her Reputation, that began to suffer from the nature 
of her iiKiuivy, which was pursued with such peculiar eagerness 
and distraction, that everybody with whom she conversed, looked 
ui)on her as an iiffihappy person, whose intellects were not a little 
disordered. 

Baffled in all her researches within the county, she at length 
rgsolverl to visit that veiy nobleman at whose house the 'vollicious 
stranger had been (for her) so unfortunately regaled, and actually 
arrived, in a ])ost-chaisc, at the ]>laco of his habitation, where she 
introduced hbr busincjss as an affair on wdiich the happiness of a 
whole family depended. By virtue of a present to his lordship’s 
gardaiier, she procured the Hesperian fruit, with which she returned 
in triumph. 


Chap. VI.— Mrs. Orlzzlo is indefatigable In gratifying lior Sister’s Longings— Peregrine is 
born, and minagod contraiy to the DlrectlooH ami Iloinonstrancea of his Aunt, who 
is dlsgutt'id upon that account, and resumes the [Man which nbe Lad befoie r^ected. 

The success of this crevice would have encouraged Mrs. Pickle to 
practice more of the same sort upon her sister-in-law, had she nob 
been deterroi by a violent fever which seized her zealous ally, in 
consequence of the fatigue and uneasiness she had undergone ; 
which, while it lasted, as effectually conduced to her repose, as any 
Other stratagem«sho could invent. Bub Mrs. Grizzle’s health was 
no sooner restored, than the other, being as much incommoded as 
ever, Was obliged, in her own defence, .to have recourse to some 
other coqf loanee ; and managed her artifices in such a manner, as 
leaves it at this day a doubt avhetlicr she wa.s really so whimsical 
and capricious in her apgctites as she herself pretended to be j for 
her longings were not rd&frictod to the demands of the palate and 
fitomaoh, but also affected all tlje other organs of sense, and even 
invaded her inftigination, which at this period seemed to be strangely 
diseased. 

\ Ojne time^she longed to pinch her husband’s ear ; and it was with 
iniSiute difficulty that his^sistcr could prpvail upon him to undergiy" 
the operation* Yet this task was easy, in (ioinparison with another 
she undertook for the gratification of Mrs, Pickle’s unaccountable 
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desire ; which was no other than to persuaded the commodore to 
submit his ch:^ to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ardently 
wished for an opportunity of plucking three black hairs from his 
beard. When this proposal was first commun^ated to Mr, Trunnion 
by the husband, his answer was nothing but a dreadful effusion of 
oaths, accompanied with such a stare, and delivered in such a tone 
of voice, as tej-rified the poor beseccher into^^immcdiate silence ; so 
that Mrs. Grizzle was vain to take the whole enterprise upon herself, 
and next day went to tho«gaiTison accordingly, where, having ob- 
tained entrance by means of the lieutenant, who, while his com- 
mander was asleep, ordered her to be admitted for the joke’s sake, 
she waited patiently till he turned out, and thAi accosted him in 
the yard, where he used to iierfonn his morning walk. Ho was 
thunderstruck at the appearance of a woman in a ^dace Kb had 
hitherto kept sacred from the whole sex, and imifiodiately began to 
utter an apostrophe to Tom Pipes, whose turn it \vas then to watch ; 
when Mrs. Grizzle, falling on her knees before him, conjurftl him, 
witli many pathetic siii^plicatioiis, to hear /ind grant her ^equest, 
which was no sooner signified, than he bellowed in such an outrageous 

manner tliat the whole court re-echoed the opi>robriou».term b , 

and the word damnation, which he repeated with surprising volu- 
bility, without any sort of propriety or connection ; and retreated 
into his penetralia, leaving the bafiicd devotee in the humble po&ture 
she had so unsuccessfully chosen to melt his obdurate heart. 

Mortifying as tnis repulse must have been to a lady of her stately 
disposition, she did not relinquish her aim, but endeavoured to 
interest the commodore’s coiinsclJors and adherents in her cause. 
With this view slie solicited the interest of Mr. Platchway, wIkj, 
being highly pleased with a circumstance so productive of mirth and 
diversion, readily entered into her measures, and promised to 
employ his whole influence foi her satisfaction ; and as for the 
boatswain’s mate, lie was rendered propitiou.f’ by the present of a 
guinea, which she slipped into his hand. In short, Mr^. Grizzle was 
continually engaged in this negotiation for the apace of ten days, 
during which, the commodore was so incessantly pestered with her 
remonstrances, and the admonitions of his associatqp, that he swore 
his 1;)cople had a design ujion his life, which bocommg a burden to 
him, he at last complied^ and was conducted to the scene like a 
victim to the altar, or rather like a reluctant boar, when«he is led to 
the stake amidst the shouts and cri§s of butchers and tlfbir dogs. 
After all, this victory was not quite so decisive as the conquerors 
imagined ; for the xjatient being se^ and *the performer prepared 
with a pair of pincers, a small difliculty occurred : she could ^ot for 
some time discern ono black hair dfi the whole 8Ui»rfices of Mr. 
Trunnion’s face, •when Mrs, Grizzle, very nmeh alarmed and 
disconcerted, had recourse to a magnify ing-gfass that stoqd upon her 
toilet ; and, after a most accurafie exaininajj^on, discovert a.filure of 
a dusky hue, to which the "instrument being applied, Mrs. Pickle 
pulled it up by the roots, to the no small discomposure of the owner, 
who, feeling the smart much more severe than ho had expected, 
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started and svrone he would not part with another hair to save 
them all from damnation. ^ 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and resignation ; Mrs. 
Grizzle repeated her entreaties with great humility ; but finding him 
deaf to all her prayers* and absolutely bent upon leaving the house, 
she clasped his knees, and begged for the love of God that he would 
have compassion upon a distressed family, and endure a little more 
for the sake of the pooi* infant, who Avould otherwise be bom with 
a gray board iipon*ts chin. Far from being melted, he was rather 
exasperated by this reflection ; to wliioh he replied with great 

indignation, “ D you for a yawsighted b ! he’ll be hanged 

long enough before* he has any beard at all : ” so saying, ho dis- 
engaged himself from her embraces, flung out at the door, and 
halted Jioino wards with such surprising speed, that the lieutenant 
could not overtake him until he had arrived at his own gate ; and 
Mrs. Grizzle was so much fiflected with his escape, that her sister, in 
pure CQini)assion, desired she would not aftlicb herself, protesting 
tlvit hti»own wish was already gratified, for she had pluckdR three 
hairs at once, having from the beginning been dubious of the 
commodore’s jationce. 

But the labours of this assiduous kinswoman did not end with the 
achievement of this adventure : her eloquence or industry wiis 
employed without ceasing in tlie performance of other tasks imposed 
by the ingenious craft of her sister-in-law, who at another time 
conceived aruinsupprossible ailcction for a fricasscS of frogs, which 
should be the genuine natives of France ; so that there was a 
necessity for despatching a messenger on purpose to that kingdom ; 
but as slio could not depend upon the integrity of any common 
servant, Mrs. Grizzle undertook that province, and actually set sail 
ill a cutter for Boulogne, from whence she returned in eight-aiid- 
forty liours with a tub full of those live animals, which being 
dressed ' according to •irt, her sister would not taste them, on 
pretence that her fit of longing was jiast : but then her inclinations 
took a ditfereftt turn, and fixed themselves upon a curious imple- 
ment belonging to a lady of quality in the neighbourhood, winch 
was reported to be a groat curiosity : this w^as no other than a 
porcelain chain bof -pot of admirable w^orkmanship, contrived by tJiio 
honourable owrftr, who kept it for her ow^l private use, and 
cherished it as a utensil of inestimable valSe. 

Mrs. GjizSe shuddered at the first hint she received of her sister’s 
desire to possess this piece of furniture ; because she knew it was 
not to be purchased ; an4 the lady’s character, wliich was none of 
the most amiable in ijoint of humanity and condescension, forbad 
all liop^s of borrowing it for a isason : she therefore attempted to 
reason down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance of iim^ina- 
tiou which ought to be combated and repressed ; and Mrs. Pickle, to 
all appearance, was convinced and satisfied by her arguments and* 
advice ; but, nevertheless *could make us& of no other convenience, 
and was threatened with a very dangerous suppression. « Roused at 
the peril in which she supposed her to be, Mrs. Grizzlg flew to the 
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lady’s house, and, having obtained a private audience, disclosed the 
melancholy situation of her sister, and implorea the benevolence of 
her ladyship,^ who, contrary to expectation, deceived her very 

f raciously, and consented to indulge Mrs. Pickle’s longing. Mr. 
^ickle began to be out of humour at the expense to which ho was 
exposed by the caprice of his wife, who was herself alarmed at this 
last accident, and for the future kept her .fancy within bounds ; 
insomuch, that without being subject to any more extraordinary 
trouble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long-wislicd fruits of her dejirest 
expectation in the birth of a fine boy, whom her sister in a few 
months brought into the world. 

1 shall omit the description of the rejoicings, jwhicli were infinite 
on this important occasion, and only olisorve ' that Mrs. Pickle’s 
mother and aunt stood godmothers, and the commodore assisted at 
the ceremony as godfather to the child, who was <;hri.slened oy the 
name of Peregrine, in compliment to the memory of a deceased 
uncle. While the mother was confined to her bed, and incapable 
of maiiittaining her own authority, Mrs. Giizzle took charg^ of the 
infant by a double claim, and superintended, with sui-prising vigi- 
lance, the niUvse and midwdfo in all the particulars of tlieir respec- 
tive oflices, which were performed by her express dix*ection. But 
no sooner was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to reassumo the manage- 
ment of her own affairs, than she thought proper to alter certain 
regulations concerning the child, which had obtained in consequence 
of her sister’s orders, directing, among other innovations, that the 
bandages with which the infant had been so neatly ivlled uj), like 
an Egyptian mummy, should be loosened and laid aside, in order to 
rid nature of all re.straint, and give the blood free scope to circulate ; 
and with her own hands she plunged liim headlong every morning 
into a tub full of cold water. This operation seemed so barbarous 
to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that she not only opposed it 
with all her eloquence, shedding abundance of tears over the 
sacrifice fwhon it was made ; but took horse immediately, and 
departed for the habitation of jin eminent country physician, whom 
she consulted in these words: “Pray, doctor, is it not both 
dangerous and cruel to be the means of letting a poor tender infant 
perish, by sousing it in water as cold as ice? ” — “flyes,” replied the 
doctor, “ downright murder, I afifirm.*’— “I see yon arc a person of 
great learning and svigacify,” said the other ; “ and 1 must bo^ you 
will be so good as to signify your opinion in your own Irtiq^ writing." 
The doctor iminodiately complied vith her request, and' expressed 
himself upon a slip of paper to this purp^^fjp : — 

“ Thcee are to certify whom It may coucptii, that I firmly believe, an(l It Is my unalter- 
able opinion, that wboBoever lettoth an infao| perish, by sousing it In cold mater, even 
though the said water should not be so cold os ice, Is in effect guilty cif 'the murder of the 
said infant, as witness oiy hand, 

” COWFIT COLOCYNTII." 

' Having obtained this certificate, for which the physician was 
handsomely acknowledged*, she returned Sxulting, and hoping, ^th'. 
such authority, to overthrow all opposition. Accordingly, next 
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morning,* when hc» nephew was about to undergo his diurnal 
baxjtism, she pro(biced tlie commission, whereby s^io conceived 
herself empowereef to overrule such inliiiman proceedings. But 
she was disappointed in her expectation, confident as it was ; not 
that Mrs. Pickle pretended to diHer in opinion from Dr. Colocynth, 
“for whose character and sentiments,” said she, “I have such 
veneration, that I shall carefully observe the caution implied in 
this very certificate, by Hvliich, far from condemning my method of 
practice, he only asserts that killing is tnurdor ; an asseveration, 
the truth of which, it is to be hoped, I shall never dispute.” 

Mrs. Grizzle, who, sooth to say, had rather too superficially 
considered the clawo by which she iliought herself authorized, 
perused the paper with more accuracy, and was confounded at her 
own w^it of penetration. V'et, though she was confuted, ‘she w^as 
by no means convinced that her objections Ui tlie cold bath were 
unreasonable ; on the contrary, after having bestowed sundry 
opprobiious epithets on the physician, fur Ins want of knowledge 
ar^d candour, she protested iii the most earnest and solemn manner 
against tlio pernicious practice of dipjiing the child — a piece of 
cruelty which, ^w'ith God’s assistance, she should never sufler to be 
inflicted on her own issue ; and ashing her liand.s of the melancholy 
consequence that would certainly ensue, shut herself up in her 
closet, to indulge her sorrow and vexation. Slie was deceived, 
however, in her jirognostic. The boy, instead of declining in point 
of health, sealed to acejuire fresh vigour from every idunge, as if 
he had been resolved to discredit the wisdom and foresight 6f his 
aunt, who in all probability could never forgive him for this want 
of reverence and respect. This conjecture is founded upon her 
behaviour to liiiii in the sequel of Jiis infancy, during whicli she 
was known to torture him more than once, wlien she had opjior- 
tunities of thrusting pins into his llosli, without any danger of being 
detected. In a wor<l, l^cr affections wore in a little time altogether 
alienated from this hope of her family, whom she abandoned to the 
conduct of his ftiofcher, whose province it undfiubtcdly was to manage 
the nurture of her own child ; while she herself resumed her opera- 
tions upon the conimoiloro, whom she was resolved at any rate to 
captivate and enslave. And it must bo owned that Mrs. GrizzleTs 
knowledge of the'human heart never shone so conspicuous as in the 
methods she oursued for the accomplishmen’t of this important txim. 

Througbt tiie rough unpolished hulk that cased the soul of 
Trunnion, she could easily distinguish a hirge share of that vanity 
and self-conceit tliat genordly pa-^doniinatc even in tlie most savage 
breast ; and to this she constantly appealed. In his presence she 
always exclaimed against the cr^Yt and dishonest dissimidation of 
the world, u-nd neve;* failed of uttering particular iirvective.s against 
those arts of chicanery in which the lawyers are so conversant, to 
the prejudice*'and ruin of their fellow^-creatures ; obser\diig that, in 
a seafaring life, so far as site had oppdrtiirlities of judging or being 
informed, there was nothing but friendship, sincerity, aivl a hearty 
contempt for everything that was mean or selfish. , 

. ' c 
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This kind of conversation, with the assistance of ’certain par- 
ticular civilities, insensibly made an impression on the mind of the 
commodore, and that the more eifectual as his fSriner prepossessions 
were built upon very slender foundations. His antipathy to old 
maids, which ho had conceived upon hearty, began gradually to 
diminish when he found they were not quite such infernal animals 
as they had been represented ; and it was not long before he was 
heard to observe, at the club, that Pickle’^ sister had not so much 

of the core of b in^her as he had imagifted. This negative 

compliment, by the medium of her brother, soon reached the ears 
of Mrs. Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, redoubled all her arts and 
attention ; so that, in less than three monfhs after, he in the 

same place distinguished her witli ilic epithet of a d d sensible 

jade. 

Hatchway, taking the alarm at this declarati(rn, which he feared 
foreboded something fatal to his interest, told his commander, with 
a sneer, that she had .sense enough to bring him to under Ipu* stern ; 
and ho did not doubt but that such an old crazy vessel would bo 
the better fur being taken in tow. “ But howsoniever,” tidded this 
arch adviser, ‘‘ I’d have you take care of your upper- works ; for if 
once you are made fast to her poop, egad ! she’ll spaftk it away, and 
make every beam in your body crack with straining.” 

Our sho-projoctor’s whole plan had like to have been rupied by 
the etfect which this malicious hint had upon Tnnniion, whoso rage 
and suspicion '\icing wakened at once, his ooiour changed from 
tawny to a cadaverous pale, and then shifting to a d6bp and dusky 
red, such as w^e sometimes observe in the sky when it is replete 
with thunder, he, after his usual preamble of unmeaning oaths, 

answered in these words : — “ JD ye, you jury-legg’d dog, you 

would give all tlie stowage in your hold to be as sound as 1 am ; 
and as for being taken in tow, d’ye see, I’m nob so disabled but that 
I can lie my course, and perform my voyage without any assistance ; 
and, egad 1 no man shall ever see Hawser Trunnion lagging astern 
in the w’ako of e’er a b in Christendom.” i» 

Mrs. Grizzle, wlio every morning interrogated her brother with 
regard to the p.u))jcct of his night’s conversation with his friends, 
soon received the unwelcome news of the coinii&odure’s aversion to 
matrimony ; and justly imputing the greatest ^flirt of his disgust 
to the satirical insiuua^ns of Mr. Hatchway, resolved to Ifcvel this 
obstruction to her success, and actually found meffli%to interest 
him in her scheme. She had ifhieed, on some ocoasiona, a par- 
ticular knack at making converts, being^ probably not unacquainted 
with that grand system of persuasion which is adopted by the 
greatest personages of the ago, a!?, fraught with maxims much moro 
effectual than *11 the eloquence . of Tully or^ Hdfeaosthenes, even 
when supported by the demonstrations of truth ; besides, Mr. 
Hatchway^s fidelity to his new ally was confirmed by his foreseeing, 
in his captain’s marriage, ah infinite fund of gratification iot ms 
own cynipal disposition. Thus, therefore, converted and properly 
cautioned^, he for the future suppressed all the virulence of his wit 
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against the matrimonial state ; and as he know not how to open 
his mouth in ftie positive praise of any person^hatever, took all 
opportunities of excepting Mrs. Grixzle, by name, from the censures 
he liberally bestowed upon the rest of her sex. *^She is not a 
drunkardj like Nan tastick, of Deptford,” he would say; “not a 
ninoomcoop, like Peg Simper, of Woolwich ; not a brimstone, like 
Kate Koddlo, of Chatham ; nor a shrew, like Nell Griffin, on the 
Point, Portsmouth ” (bodies to whom, at different times, they had 
both paid their addresses); “butaj-ight, good-humoured, sensible 
wench, who knows very well how to box her com|>ass ; well-trimmed 
aloft iind well-sheathcd alow, witli a good cargo under her hatches.” 
The commodore at .first imagined this commendation was ironical ; 
but, hearing it repeated iigain and again, was filled with astonish- 
mcnt^t|^t this surprising change in the lieutenant’s behaviour ; and, 
after a long fit# of musing, concluded tliat Hatchway himself 
harboured a matrimonial design on the person of Mrs. Grizzle. 

Pleased with this conjecture, lie rallied Jack in liis turn, and one 
niglst V^asted her health as a compliment to his passion — A circum- 
stance which the lady learned next day by the usual canal of her 
intelligence ; and interiiretiiig as the result of his own tenderness 
for her, she cijngratulated herself on the \iotoiy she had obtained ; 
and thinking it unnecessary to continue the reserve she had hitherto 
industriously affected, resolved from that day to sweeten her beha- 
viour towards him with such a dash of affection as could not fail to 
persuade him that ho had insiured her with a rccfjirocal flame. In 
con30(juoiv.o of this determination, ho was invited to diniwr, and 
while he stayed treated with such cloying proofs of her regard, tJiat 
not only the rest of tlie company, but even Trunnion himself, 
perceived her drift ; and taking the alarm accordingly, could not 
help exclaiming, “ Oho ! I see how the land lies, and if I don’t 

Aveather the point, I’ll bo d ^d.” Having thus expressed himself 

to his afflicted inamorata, he riiaclc the best of his way to the garrison, 
in which he shut hiiifeelf up for the space of ten days, and hud no 
comniiuiicatiou with his friends and domestics but by looks, ivliich 
wore most significantly picturesque. 


Chap VII, — Diwi’s StratagiMin are invented and put in practice. In firdcT io ovcT-comft the 
ObstiiiacjT of ’I'nininon, who, at length, Ls teuHed and tortined Into the No'»se of 
Wedlock. 

Tms abrupt departure and unkind declaration affected Mrs. Grizzle 
so much,, that she fell sick of sorrow and mortification ; and after 
having cdiifinecV' herself to her* bed for three days, sent for her 
brother, told him she perceived her end drawing near, and desired 
that a lawyes might be brought, in order to write her last will. Mr. 
Pickle, surprised at her 4^mand, began, to act the part of a com- 
forter, assuring her that her distemper was not at all dangerous, 
and that he would instantly send for a physician, who wohld convince 
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her that she was in no manner of jeni>arily ; so that tlioro was no 
occasion at present to employ any oiticious attorney in such a melan- 
choly task. Indeed, this aftectionate brother was of •opinion that a 
will was altogether superfluous at any rate, a^ he himself was heir- 
at-law to his sister’s whole real and personal estate. But sho 
insisted on his compliance with such determined obstinacy, that he 
could no longer resist her importunities ; and a scrivener arriving, 
she dictated and executed her will, in wlfich |he bequeathed to 
Commodore Trunnion one thousand pounds, to purchase a mourning- 
ring, which she hoped he would wear as a pledge of her friendship 
and affection. Her brother, though he did not much relish tliis 
testimony of her love, nevertheless that same evening gave an 
account of this particular to Mr. Hatchway, who was also, as Mr, 
Pickle assured him, generousl}^ remembered by the testatrix.^ 

I’ho lieutenant, fraught with this piece of intOlligcnco, watched 
for an opportunity ; and as soon as he i)erceived the commodore’s 
features a little unbended from that ferocious cemtraction they liad 
retained''so long, ventured to inform him that Pickle’s sistes 1^ at 
the point of death, and that she had left him a tlionsand pounds in 
her will. This piece of nows overwhelmed him with confusion ; and 
Mr. Hatchway, imputing his silence to ri'inorse, resolved to take 
advantage of that favourable iiiomc-nt, and counselled him to go 
and visit the poor young woman, who w'as dying for love of -him. 
But his admonition happened to bo somewhat unseasonable ; for 
Trunnion no sooner heard him meiilioii the cause of her disorder, 
than, Ifis morosity recurring, ho burst out into a violent litwf cursing, 
and forthwith betook liiinself again to his hammock, where he lay, 
uttering, iii a low growling Umo of voice, a repetition of oaths and 
iiiipieca lions, for the space of four-and-tw'cnty hours, without 
ceasing. This was a delicious meal to the lieutenant, who, eager 
to enchance the pdoasure of the entertainment, and at the sanio 
time conduce to the success uf the cause he had espoused, invented 
a stratagem, the execution of which had alt* tlic efl'cet ho could 
desire. Ho prevailed on Pipes, who was devoted to*his service, to 
get on the top of the chimney belonging to the commodore’s 
chamber, at midnight, and lower down by a rope a hunch of 
sticking whitings, wdiich being performed, he ^jut a speaking- 
trumpet to his mouth, and hallooed down the vent*- in a voice like 
thunder, “Trunnion! '^frunnion ! turn out and be snliccd, or lie 

still and bed .” _ e 

This dreadful note, the terror ot which w^as increased by the 
silence and darkness of the night, as well fts the echo of the passage 
through which it was conveyed, no ’''sooner reached the oars of the 
astonished commodore, than turning his eyes towards -Hie place 
from whence thi^ solemn address seemed to pj'oceed, he beheld a 
glittering object that vanished in an instant. J ust as his supersti- 
tious fear had improved tlys apparition into some* supernatural 
inesseiigor clothed in shirfing array, his* opinion was conflrmed by 
a sudden ectplosiori, which ho took for thunder, though it was no 
other thantthe noise of a pistol fired down the chimney by the 
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boatSM?ain^% mate, according to the instructione ho had received ; 
and he had time enough to descend before ho was in any danger of 
being detected •by his commander, who could not for a whole hour 
recollect himself from the amazement and constdtnation which had 
overpowered his faculties. 

At length, howevi^, he got up, and rang his bell witli great 
agitation. He repeated the summons more than once ; but no 
regard being paid to this alarm, his dread returned with double 
terror, a cold sweat bedewed his limbs, his knees knocked together, 
his liair bristled up, and the remains of his teeth were shattered to 
j)icces in tlie convulsive vibrations of^his jaws. 

In the midst of this agony ho made one desperate effort, and, 
bursting open the door of his apartment, bolted into Hatchway’s 
chamber, which happened to be on tlie same floor. There lie 
found the lieiibenaut in a counterfeit swoon, who pretended to wake 
from ?ns trance if an ejaculation of ‘‘Lord have mcrcyiipon us ! ” 
and being ipiostionod by tlie territiod cv'mnuxlove with regard to what 
had happened, assured him he had heard the same v(^ice and clap 
of ll^uijder by which Trunnion himself had been discomposwl. 

Pipes, whoso turn it was to watch, concurred in giving evidence 
to the same purpose ; and the commodore not only owned that ho 
had heard the voice, but likewise communicated his vision, with all 
tlie aggravation 'which his disturbed fancy auggested. 

A .consultation immediately ensued, in which IMr. Hatchway 
very gravely observed that the linger of Heaven was plainly 
perceivable in those sigiuils, and that it would b(? both sinful and 
foolish to disregard its commands, especially as the match pr4)p03od 
was, in all respects, more advantageous than any that one of his 
years and infirmities could reasonably expect ; declaring t hat for his 
own part he would not endanger his soul and body by living one day 
longer under the same roof with a man who despised the holy will 
of Heaven ; and Tom Pipes adlicred to the Scimo pious resolution. 

Trunnion’s ]>erseveranco could nob resist the number and diver- 
sity of consideration^ that assaulted it ; he revolved in silence all 
the opposite motives that occurred to his reflection ; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the labyrinth of his 
own thoughts, he wiped the sweat from his forcdicad, and, lu'aving 
ji piteous groiiB, yielded to their rcmonstjfances in these words : 

“ Well, sinco jt must bo so, 1 think we must e’en grapple. But 

d my eyes ; ’tis a d d hard ease that a follow of my years 

should compelled, d’ye see, to boat up to windward all the rest 
of my life, against the curren# of my own inclination.” 

TJiis important article being discussed, Mr. Hatclnvay set out in 
the morntng to-i visit th^ desjtairing shepherdess, and was hand- 
somely rewarded for the enlivening tidings with w'liich ho blessed 
her ears. Sick as she was, .she could not help laughing heartily at 
the contrivance, in consequence of which her swain’s assent had*' 
been obtained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for Tom Pipes, 
in consideration of the part he jicted in Uie farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore sufifered himself to J>e conveyed 
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to her apartment, like a felon to execution, and was i^ceived by 
her in a languishing manner, and genteel deshabille, accompanied 
by her sister-in-law, who was, for very obvious reasons, extremely 
solicitous about hler success. Though the lieutenai>t had tutored 
him touching his behaviour at this interview, ho made a thousand 
wry faces before he could pronounce the Bimj)]!e salutation of “ How 
d'ye ? ” to his mistress ; and after his counsellor had urged him 
wutli twenty or thirty whispers, to each of which he had replied 

aloud, your eyes, I won’t," he got up, and halting towards 

tlie couch on which Mrs. Grizzle reclined in a state of strange 
expectation, he seized her hancl and pressed it to his lips ; but this 
piece of gallantry he performed in such a reluctant, uncouth, 
indignant manner, that the nymph had need of all her resolution 
to endure the compliment without shrinking; and he himsjlf was 
so disconcerted at what he had done, tliat he instantly retired to 
the other end <if the room, where he sat silent, t-and l)roilecr with 
shame and vexaticui. 

Mrs. Pickle, like a sensible matron, quitted the place, on pretence 
of going to the nursery ; and Mr. Hatchway, taking thp hint, 
recollected that he had left his tobacco-pouch in^. the parlour, 
whither he descended, leaving the two lovers to their mutual 
endearments. Never had the commodore found himself in such 
a disagreeable dilemma before. Ho sat in an agony f>f suspense, 
as if he every moment dreaded the dissolution of nature ; and the 
imploring ^ighs of his future bride added, if possible, to the pangs 
of his distress. Impatient of his situation, he rolled his eyo 
aroundf in quest of some relief, and, unable to contain himself, 

exclaimed, “ D n seize the fellow and his pouch too ! I believe 

he has sheered off, and left me here in the stays." 

Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help taking some notice of this 
infinifestation of chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate in being so 
disagreeable to him, that he could not put up with her company 
for a few moments without repining ; and began in very tender 
terms to reproach him with his inhumanity find incdfFerence, To 
this expostulation he replied, “ Zounds ! what would the woman 
have ? Lot the ])arson do his office when he wool : here I am ready 

to be reeved in the matrimonial block, d'ye see, and d all 

nonsensical palaver." So saying, he retreated, Icavcb^g his mistress 
not at all disobliged at his plain dealing. That san^iq evening the 
treaty of marriage was brouglifc ujioii the carpet, ancl, by means of 
Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant, settled to the satisfaction of all 
parties, without the intervention of kwyers, whom Mr. Trunnion 
expressly excluded from all share in the business ; making that 
condition the indispensable prelimiftiiry di the whole agfeement. 
Things being brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle’s Iieait dilated 
with joy; her liealth, which, by-the-by, was never ^dangerously 
impaired, she recovered as by enchai^tmcnt ; and, a day bei^ 
fixed for the nuptials, employed the short period of her celibacy in 
choosing ornaments for the celebration of her entrance into the 
married stal^. 
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Chap. VIII.— PreparatlonB t^c made for the Gommodore’fl Wedding, which is delayed by au 
Accident that hurried him the Lord knows whither. 

The fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread aH over the 
county ; and, on the day appointed for their spousals, the church 
was HUiTouiided hf au inconceivable multitude. The commodore, 
to give a specimen of his gallaiitryj by the advice of his friend 
Hatchway, resolved to appear on horseback on the grand occasion, 
at the head of all his male attendants, whom he had rigged with 
the white shirts ancl black caps formerly belonging to his barge’s 
crew; jnd he bought a couple of hunters for the accommodation 
of hifiiBclf and lieutenant. With this equipage, then, he set 
out from the garrison for the church, after having despatched a 
messenger to apprise the bride that he and his company vrer© 
mouiil^d. She got immediately into the coach, accompanied by 
her brother and his wife, and drove dii*ectly to the place of 
assignation, where several pews were demolished, and divers 
persons almojfb pressed to death, by the eagerness of the cr<jwd 
that broke in to see the ceremony performed. Thus arrived at the 
albaii til® priest in attendance, they waited a whole half-hour 
for the commodore, at whoso slowness they began to be under 
some apprehension, and accordingly dismissed a lA^rvant to quicken 
his pace. ^ The valet having ridden something more than a mile, 
espied tho whole troop disposed in a long field, crossing the road 
obliquely, and headed by the bridegroom ancl his friend Hatchway, 
who, finding himself hindered by a hedge from proceeding farther 
in the samo direction, fired a pistol, and stood over to the other 
side, making an obtuse angle with tho line of his former course ; 
and tho rest of the squadron followed his example, keeping always 
in tho rear of each cAher, like a flight of wild geese. 

Surprised this strange method of journeying, the messenger 
came up, and told the commodore that his lady and her company 
expected him in the church, where they had tarried a considerable 
time, and wer<& beginning to be very uneasy at his delay, and there- 
fore desired h j would proceed with more expedition. To this message 
Mr. Ttunuioii replied, “Hark ye, brother, don’t you see we make 
all possiJble ipeed ? go back, and tell those who sent you, that the 
wind has shifted since we wtighed anchor, and that we are obliged 
to make veiy short trips in tacking, by reason of the narrowness of 
the channel ; and that we lie within six points of the wind, they 
must some allowance for variation and leeway.” — “Lord, 

sir ! ” saia^t&ewalet, “what occasion have you tp go zig-zag in that 
pm^nner? Bo but* clap spurs to your horses, and ride straight 
forward, and I’ll engage you shall be at the church-porch in less 
than a quarter of an hour.”— “ Wh«t (, right in the wind’s eye ? 
answered the commander ; “ ahey I brother, where did you learn 
your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to be t&ught at this 
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time of day how to lie his course, or keep his own reckoning. And 
as for you, brother, you beat know the trim of your Osvn frigate.’* 

The courier, finding he had to do with people who^would not be 
easily persuaded out of their own opinions, returned to the temple, 
and made a report of what he had seen and Ifeard, to the no small 
consolation of the bride, wdio had begun to discover some signs of 
disquiet. Composed, however, by tins piece of intelligence, she 
exerted her patience for the space of another half-hour, during 
which period, seeing no bridegroom arrive, shfe was exceedingly 
ahiriuecl ; so that all the spectaPora could easily perceive her ])crtur- 
bation, which manifested itself in frequent palpitations, heart- 
heavings, and alterations of countenance, in spite of the assistance 
of a smelling-bottle which she incess.antly applied to her nostrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the company on this occasion ; 
some imagined ho had mistaken the place of rend.-zvous, as he had 
never been at church since he first settled in that parish ; others 
believed ho had met with some accident, in conseciueiice of which 
liis attendants had carried him hack to his own house ; and a^^iljird 
set, in which the bride herself w'as thought to be comprehended, 
could not help suspecting that the commodore had changed his 
mind. But all these suppositions, ingenious as they were, hap- 
pened to be wddc of the true cause that detained him, which w'as 
no other than this : the commodore and his crew had, hy din^ of 
turning, almost Aveathcred the parson’s house tliat stood to wind- 
ward of the chnrc? , Avhen the notes of a pack of hounds uiilnckily 
reached^ the ears of the two hunters which Trunnion, and the 
lieutenant bestrode. These fleet animals no sooner heard the 
enlivening sound, than, eager for the chase, they sprang away all 
of a sudden, and strained every nerve to partake of the siiort, flew 
aci’oss the fields with incredible speed, overleaped hedges and 
ditches, and everything in ffieir way, Avithout the least regard to 
their unfortunate riders. The lieutenant, Avhose steed had gob the 
heels of the other, finding it would be great foKy and presumption 
in him to pretend to keep tlio saddle with his Avoochin leg, very 
wisely took tlie oj)portunity of throwing liimself off in his passage 
through a field of rich clover, among wliich he lay at his case ; and 
seeing his captain ndv'ancing at full gallop, hailed him Avith the 
salutation of “What cheer? ho!” Tlio commodorej^ who Avas in 
infinite distress, eyeing h-'m askance as ho passed, replied, AVith a 

faltering voice, “ O, d you ! — ^you are wife at an ancllbr. , J wish 

to God I were as fast moored.” 

Nevertheless, conscious of his disabled heel, he Avould not venture 
to try the experiment which had succf edod ^b well Avith Hatchway, 
but resolved to stick as close as jiossible to his horse’s baejr^ until 
Providence should interposo in his behalf. Willr view ho 
dropped his whip, and with his riglit liand laid *fast hold on tlie 
pommel, ecmtracting every muscle in his body to secure«hiniself in 
tile seat, and grinning riio^t formidably tin consequence of this 
exertion. In this attitude ho Avas huridcd on a considoi‘able way, 
when all of a'" sudden his view was comforted by a five-bar gnto 
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tluit ax)peared| before him, as he never doubted that there tlie 
career of his hunter must necessarily end. But^^alas ! ho reckoned j 
without his liost. Far from halting at this obstruction, tlie horse 
sprang over it with amazing agility, to the utter confusion and 
disorder of his ownef, who lost his hat and periwig in the leap, and 
now began to think, in good earnest, that he was actually mounted 
on the back of the devil. He recommended himself to God ; his 
rolicction forsook him ; ^lis eyesight and all his other senses failed ; 
he quitted the reins, and fastening Iw instinct on the mane, was in 
this condition conveyed into the muist of the sportsmen, wlio wore 
astonished at the sight of such an apparition. Neither was their 
surprise to be wond^'red at, if we reflect on the figure that presented 
itself to their view. The commodore’s person was at all times an 
object pf admiration ; much more si» on this occasion, when every 
singiflarity was aggravated by the circumstances of his dress and 
disaster. 

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his best coat of blue 
brc\|Ld^lotli, cut by a tailor of Ramsgate, and trimmed '*vith live 
dozen of brass buttons, large and small ; his breeches were of the 
saiiuj piece, fastened at the knees with large bunches of tape ; his 
waistcoat was of rod plush la[>pellcd with green velvet, and gar- 
nished with vellum holes ; his bo(»ts bore an infinite resemblance, 
botliin colour and shape, to a pair of leather buckets ; lus shoulder 
was graced with a broad buff belt, from whence depended a huge 
hanger with a hilt like that of a kicks word ; and v)n each side of 
his pomir^l ap])eared a rusty pistol rammed in a case covewd vrith 
a boar-skin. The loss of his tie-periwig and laced hat, which were 
curiosities of the kind, did not at all contribute to the iinjirovcinenb 
olf the picture, but, on the contrary, by oxliibiting his bald pate, and 
the natural extension of liis lantern jaws, added to the peculiarity 
and extravagance of the wiiole. 

Such a spectacle could not have failed of diverting tlic whole 
company from the cTiase, had his horse thought proper to pursue a 
dittereut rout# ; but the beast was too keen a .s]K>rter to choose any 
other way than that which tlic stag followed ; and therefore., with- 
out stopping to gratify the curiosity of the spectators, he in a few 
minutijs outstr>iDped every hunter in the field. There being a deep 
liollow betwixf, him and the hounds, rather than ride round, about 
the length of a furlough, to a path that Ciossed tlie lane, he trans- 
ported iims?lf at one jump, to the unspeakalde astonishment and 
terror of a waggoner who chanced to bo underneath, and saw this 
phenomenon fly over his carriage. This was not the only adventure 
he achieved. The 8t>ag,iiaviug feikcii a deep river that lay in his 
way, eV'^^ynia^ directed his course to a bridge in the neighbour- 
hood ; bunwHorid^groom ’s courser, despising all such conveniences, 
plunged into the stream without hesitation, and swam in a twinkling 
to the opposite shore. This sudden immersion into an element of ^ 
which Trunnion was propirly a native, in all probability helped to 
recruit the exhausted spirits of his rider, who at his lajiding on the 
other side gave some tokens of sensation, by hallooirg aloud for 
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assistance, which he could not possibly receive, bec|«use his horse 
still maintained th^ advantage he had gained, and would not allow 
himself to be overtaken. • 

In short, after a long chase that lasted several hours, and ex^ 
tended to a dozen miles at least, he was the first in at the death of 
the deer, being seconded by the lieutenant's gelding, which, actuated 
by the same spirit, liad, witliout a rider, followed his companion's 
example. * 

Our bridegi-oom, finding hirnself at last brought uj^, or, in other 
words, at the end of Lis career, took the opportunity of this first 
pause, to desire the huntsmen would lend him a hand in dismount- 
ing ; and was, by their condescension, safely piacod on the grass, 
where he sat staring at the company as they came in, with such 
wildness of astonishment in his looks, as if he had been a cjej^ture 
of another species, dropped among them from the %loiids. 

Before they had fleshed the hounds, however, ho recollected him- 
self ; and, seeing one of the sportsmen take a small flask out of his 
pocket arfd apply it to his mouth, judged the cordial to be noiotfher 
than neat Cogniac, which it really was ; and expressing a desire of 
participation, was immediately accommodated with a i||oderate dose, 
which perfectly completed his recovery. 

By this time he and his two horses had engrossed the attention of 
the whole crowd : while some admired the elegant proportion^ind 
uncommon spirit of the two animals, the rest contemplated the 
surprising appearSnee of their master, whom before they had only 
seen en^passant; and at length, one of the gentlemen, accosting him 
very courteously, signified his wonder at seeing him in such an equi- 
Ijage, and asked if he had not dropped his companion by the way, 
“Why, look ye, brother," replied the commodore, “mayhap you 
think me an odd sort of a fellow, seeing me in this trim, especially 
as I have lost part of my rigging ; but this here is the case, d’ye 
see : 1 weighed anchor from my own house this morning, at ten 
A.M. with fair weather, and a favourable breeze*at south-south-east, 
being bound to the next church on the voyage of miltrimony : but 
howsomever, we had not run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind shifting, bio wed directly in our teeth ; so that we were forced 
to tack all the way, d’ye see, and had almost boat dji within flight 

of the port, when these sons-of-b s of horses, which I had Taught 

but two days before (for #iy own part, I believe they are devils in^ 
camate), luffed round in a trice, and then, refusing the nelni, drove 
away like lightning with me and my lieutenant, who soon came to 
anchor in an exceeding good berth. As f^r my own part, I have 
been carried over rocks, and fiats, ancL quicksands ; among which I 
have pitched away a special good tie-periwig, and^ a rw jacn-bound 
hat ; and at last, &iank God ! am got into smooth wWSr and safe 
riding ; but if over 1 venture my carcass upon such a hm’um scares 

^um blood-of-a-b again, mj^name is not Hawser ‘rx\^Ani5>n, d^-r-r 

myeyesl" • • 

One of tha company, struck with this name, which he had often 
heard, immediately laid hold on his declaration at the oloae of this 
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singular a^ouht ; and, observing that his horses were very vicious, 
asked how* he Wended to return. “As for that matter,” replied 
Mr. Trunnion, 1 am resolved to hire a sledge or waggon, or such 

a thing as a jiickass ; for I’ll be d d if evei^I cross the back 

of ahorse again.” — “And what do you propose to do with these 
creatui*os ? ” said the^^thcr, pointing to the hunters; “they seem 
to have some mettle ; bj\L then tliey are mere colts, and will take 
the devil-and-all of*breaking : methinks the hinder one is shoulder- 

slipped.” — “D them,” cried the commodore, “I wish both 

their necks were broke, thof the two cost me forty good yellow- 
boys.’* — “Forty guineas!” exclaimed the stranger, who was a 
squire and a jocke}^, as well as owner of the pack, “Lord ! Lord ! 
how a man imiy be imposed upon ! Why, these cattle aro clumsy 
enough*to go to plough ; mind what a flat counter ; do but observe 
how sharp this here one is in the withers ; then he’s flrcd in the 
further fetlock.” fin short, this connoisseur in horse-flesh, having 
discovered in them all the defects which can possibly bo found in 
that species of animal, offered to give him ten guineas foi^‘l4l^WO, . 
saying^he would convert them into beasts of bunion. The 
who, after whjt had hapi)ened, was very well disposed tc» listen to 
anything that was said to their prejudice, implicitly believed the 
truth of the stranger’s asseverations, discharged a furious volley of 
oaths against the rascal who had taken him in, and forthwith struck 
a batfgain with the squire, who paid him instantly for his purchase ; 
ill consequence of which ho won the plate at the next Canterbury 
races. ' 

This a^air being transacted to the mutual satisfaction of both 
parties, as well as to the general entertainment of the company, 
who laughed in their sleeves at the dexterity of their friend, Trun- 
nion was set upon the squire’s own horse, and led by Iiis servant 
in the midst of this cavalcade, w^hich proceeded to a neighbouring 
village, where they had bespoke dinner, and where our bridegroom 
found means to provide himself with another hat and wig. With 
regard to his fnarriage, he boro his <lisappointment with the temper 
of a philosopher ; and the exercise he had undergone having 
quickened his appetite, sat down at table in the midst of his new 
acquaintance, making a very hearty meal, and moistening eveiy 
morsel with a draught of the ale, which l\e found very muim to, his 
satisfaction. « ^ 


Cha-p. is f(mnd by thcpLle\it«vnt— Reconducted to hlo own House— Married to 

Mrs. rmeets with a small misfortune In the Night, and asserts her Preroga- 

tive next Morning, In consequence of which lier Husband’s Eye is endangered. 

MjBANWuiLd Lieutenant Hatchway .,inade shift' to hobble to the,, 
church, where he informdR the company of what had happened to 
the commodore : and the bride behaved with great decency on the 
occasion ; for, as she understood the danger to which her future 
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husband was exposed, she ffiinted in the arms of her H(^fltej*-in-law, to 
the surprise of all the spectators, who could not c^mpfehend the 
cause of her disorder ; and when she was recovered the applica- 
tion of smelling-bottles, earnestly begged that Mr. patch way and 
Toni Pipes would take her brother’s coach, and go in quest of their 
commander. ^ 

This task they readily undertook, being escorted by all the rest ot 
liis adherents on horseback ; while the bride anjl her friends were 
invited to the parson’s house, and the ccroinony deferred till another 
occasion. ..... 

The lieutenant, steering his course as near the line of direction in 
which Trunnion went oft’, as the coach-road would permit, got intel- 
ligence of his track from one farm-house to anotlier ; for such an 
apparition could not fail of attracting particular notice ; and one of 
the horsemen having picked up his hat and wig in a by-patli, the 
whole troop entered the village where he was i^dged, about four 
o’clock in tlic afternoon. Wlien they understood bo was safely housed 
at the George, they rode up to the door in a body, and expressed tlicir 
saiisfactipn in three cheers ; which were returned by the co^npijiny 
within, as soon as they were instructed in the iiatiire^of the salute 
by Trunnion, who, by this time, had entered into alF the jollity (if 
his new friends, and was indeed more than half-seas-over. J he 
lieutenant was introduced to all present as his sworn brother, and 
had something tossed up for his dinner. Tom Pipes and the ^^ew 
were regaled in. another room ; and, a fresh jiair of horses being piit 
to the coach, aboiht six. in the evening the commodore, with all his 
attendants, departed for the garrison, after having sliook Ij^inds with 
every individual in the house. 

Without any further accident, he was conveyed in safety to his 
own gate before nine, and committed to the care of Pipes, who 
carried him instantly to his hnnirnock, while the lioutenaiit was 
driven away to the place where the bride and her friends remained 
in great anxiety, whicli vanished when he assured them tliat his 
commodore was sfife, being succeeded by abiin^lance of mirth and 
pleasantry at the account he gave of Trunnion’s adventure. 

Another day was fix(;d for the nuptials ; and in order to balk the 
curiosity of idle people, which had given great ofFerice, the parson 
was prevailed upon to perforin the ceremony in the garrison, which 
all fliat day was adorned with flags and pendants displa^yed ; and at 
night illuminated, by the direction of JIatchway, who also ordered 
the patererocs to bo iired, as soon as the marriage-knot w^ tied. 
!N either were the other parts of the entertainment neglected by this 
ingenious contriver, who produced undeniable proofs of his elegance 
and art in the wedding-supper, which had been con^mjj^ed" to his 
management and direction. This genial banquet was entirely com- 
posed of sea-dishes ; a huge pillaw, consisting of a large piece of 
peef sliced, a couple of fowls, and half a peck of rice, smciked in the 
middle of the board : a dish of hard fi5h, swimming in oil, ap- 
peared at each end ; the sides being fumiBhed with a mess of that 
savoury com^sition known by the name of lob’s-course, and a plate 
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of salniagiindy.l The second course displayed a goose of a monstrous 
magnitude, flanued with two Guinea-hens, a pig barbjicucd, a hock- ' 
of Balt pork in the midst of a pease-pudding, 'a leg of mutton 
roasted, with potatoes, and another boiled with yams. The third 
service was made up* of a loin of fresh pork, with apple-sauce, a 
kid smothered with onions, and a terrapin baked in the shell ; and, 
last of all, a prodigious sea- pie was presented, with an infinite 
volume of pancakes aftd fritters. That everything might be 
answerable to the Magnificence of this delicate feast, he had pro- 
vided vast quantities of strong beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, 
with plenty of Barbadocs water for Uie ladies ; and hired all the 
fiddles within six guiles, which, with the addition of a drum, 
bagpipe, and Welsh harp, regaled the guests with a most melodious 
concert^ 

Th^ company, #ho wore not at all cxccpiious, seemed extremely 
well pleased with every particular of the eiitertainmont ; and the 
evening being sjieut in the most social manner, the bride vras by 
her^aij^cr conducted to her apartment, where, however, a trifling 
circumstance had like to have destroyed the harmony which had 
been hitherto maintained. 

I have already observed, that there was not one standing bed 
within the walls ; therefore the reader will not wonder that 
Mr% Trunnion was out of humour, when she found herself under 
the necessity of being confined wdfch her spouse in a hammock, 
Avhich, though enlarged witli a double portion'* of canvass, and 
dilated wj^h a yoke for the occasion, was at best but a disagreeable, 
not t<' say dangerous situation. She accordingly complained with 
some warmth of this incoiivonience, which she imputed to disre- 
spect ; and, at first, absolutely refused to put up with the expe- 
dient ; but Mrs. Pickle soon brought her to reason and compliance, 
by observing that one night w'ould soon be elasped, and next day 
she might r^ulate lier own economy. 

Thus persuaded, .fho ventured into the vehicle, and was visited 
by her husband in less than an hour, the company being departed 
to their own homes, and the garrison left to tlio command of his 
lieutenant and mate. Bub it seems the hooks that supported this 
swinging coucli w^ere not calculated for the addition of weight 
Avhich they wjsre now destined to bear ; and therefore gave way in 
the middle of the night, to the no smalU terror of Mrs. Trunnion, 
who pojjjeivMg herself falling, screamed aloud, and by that excla- 
mation brought Hatchway, Avtth a light into tlie chamber. Though 
she had received no injury by the fall, she Avas extremely discom- 
I)osed and incensed at tfle aceWent, which she even openly ascribed 
to the ,^)b8tina^ and Avhirrisical. oddity of the commodore, in such 
petulant tcrami as evidently declared tliat she thought her great aim 
accomplished, and* her authority secured against all the shocks of 
fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed to be of the same opinion, 
by his tacit resignation ; ^or he made po reply to her insinuations,' 
but with a most vinegar aspect crawled out of bis nest, and betook 
himself to rest in another apartment ; while his irriteted spouse 
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dismissed the lieutenant, and from the wreck of tho&antmock made 
an occasional bed for herself on tlie floor, fully determined to provide 
better accommodation for the next night’s lodging. 4 

Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts, during the remain- 
ing part of tho night, wore engrossed by a Cchcme of reformation 
she was resolved to execute in the family ; and no sooner did tho 
first lark bid salutation to the morn, than, starting from her 
humble couch, and liuddling on her clotkes, she sallied from her 
chamber, explored her way through paths befoie unknown, and in 
the course of her researches' perceived a large bell, to which she 
made such effectual application as alarmed every soul in tho 
family. In a moment she was surrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, 
and all the rest of tho servants half-dressed ; but seeing none of 
the feminine goncler appear, she began to storm at the sloth and 
laziness of the maids, who, she observed, ought tciJiave hecn^al work 
an hour at least before she called ; and then, for the first time, 
understood that no woman was permitted to sleep within tho walls. 

She cbd not fail to exclaim against this regulation ; and loping 
informed that tlic cook and chambermaid lodged in a small office- 
house that stood without the gate, ordered the drawbridge to be let 
down, and in person beat up their quart(^^s, commanding them forth- 
with to set about scouring the rooms, which had not been hitherto 
kept in a very decent condition, while two men were immediately 
employed to transport tho bed on which she used to lie from her 
brother’s house her now habitation ; so that, in less than two 
hours, Jbhe whole economy of the garrison was turned tqpsy-turvy, 
and everything involved in tuiniilt and noise. Trunnion, being 
disturbed and distracted with the uproar, turned out in his shirt 
like a maniac, and, arming himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made 
an irruption into his wife’s apartment, where, perceiving a couple of 
carpenters at work in joining a bedstead, he, with many dreadful 
oaths and opprobrious invectives, ordered them to desist, swx'aring 
he would suffer no bulkheads nor hurricaiie-lrouses to stand where 
he was n)astcr : but finding his remonstrances di.sreg?y.’ded by these 
mechanics, who believed him to be some madman belonging to the 
family,^ who had broken from his confinement, ho assaulted them 
both witli great fury and indignation, and was handled so roughly 
in the encounter, that in a very short time he measured his length 
on the floor, in consecpipnce of a blow that he received from a 
hammer, by which the sight of his remaining eye w'«s grievously 
endangered. ® 

Having thus reduced him to a state of subjection, they resolved 
to secure him with cords, and were f^ictuaiiy busy in adjusting his 
fetters, when ho was exempted from the disgrace by the acpidontal 
entrance of his sjpouse, who rescued him from the'^ hands of his 
adversaries, and, in tho midst of her eoniioloncd, imputed his mis- 
fortune to the inconsiderate roughness of his own disposition. 

^ He breathed nothing b^t^ revenge, ^d made some efforts to 
ohastiso the insolence of the workmen, who, as soon as they under- 
stood his quality, asked forgiveness for what they had done with 
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great humikty, prolesting that they did nob know he was master of 
the house. But, far from being satisfied with this apology, he groped 
about for the beW, the inflammation of liis eye lAiving utterly 
deprived him of sight ; and the rope being, by the precaution of the 
delinquents, conveyed* out of his reach, began to storm with in- 
credible vociferation, like a lion roaring in the toil, pouring forth 
innumerable oaths and execrations, and calling by name ‘Hatchway 
and Pipes, who, beingi within hearing, obeyed the extraordinary 
summons, and were ordered to put the carpenters in irons, for having 
audaciously assaulted him in his own house. 

His myrmidons, seeing he had been evil-treated, were exasperated 
at the insult he had suffered, which tlicy considered as an affront 
upon the dignity of the garrison ; the more so as the mutineers 
seemed to put themselves in a posture of defence and set their 
authoftty at defiance ; they therefore unsheathed their ciitlasscs, 
which they commonly wore as badges of their commission ; and a 
desperate engagement in all probability would have ensued, had not 
the lady of the castle interposed, and prevented the effects of their 
atiimosiliy, by assuring the lieutenant that the commodore had been 
the aggressor, and tliat the workmen, finding themselves attacked in 
such an extnwrdinary maimer by a person whom they did not know, 
were obliged to*act in their own defence, by which he had received 
that unlucky contusion. 

M^. Hatchway no sooner learnt the sentiments of Mrs. Trunnion, 
than, sheathing his indignation, he told the commodore ho should 
always bo re^tdy to execute his lawful commands ; but that he could 
not in conscieiico be concerned in oppressing poor pcc'plo who had 
been guilty of no offence. 

This unexpected declaration, togetlior with the behaviour of his 
wife, who in his hearing desired the carpenters to resume their 
work, filled the breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification. He 
pulled off his woollen jjiightcap, pommelled his bare pate, beat the 
floor alternately with his feet, swore his people liad betrayed him, 
and cursed h^nself to the lowest ifit of hell for having admitt;ed such 
a c<>ckatric'e into his family. But all those exclivmations did not 
avail ; tlioy were among the last essays of his resistance to the Avill 
of hia wife, wl^pso influence among his adherents had already 
swallowed up hk own, and who now peremptorily told him that ho 
must leave the management of everything^ within doors to her, who 
understood t)e5t what was for his honour and advantage. She then 
ordered # poultice to be pi-epaied for his eye, which being applied, 
ho was committed to the qjire of Pipes, by whom lie was led about 
the house like a blind boar grofrbng for prey, while his industrious 
yoke-f§llow executed every circumstance of the plan she had pro- 
jected ; so that when ho recovered his vision Jio was an utter 
stranger in his owfl house. 
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Chap. X.—TJip Commodore leinR in Rome cases restive, hia Lady lios recourse to Artifice 
in the Kstabll.'^linn nt of her 'J'lirouc — She exhibits Symntoins of Pregnancy, to the un- 
speakable Joy of Trunnion, avIio, neveithclcss, is balked iff hia rxpcitation. 

Til JOSE iiiiioviltions wero not oficcted witlioiit many loud objections 
on hia part ; find divers curious dialogues passed between him and 
his yol^o-fcllow, who always came oil' victorioiis'from the dispute ; 
insomuch, that las countenance gradually fell : he began to suppress, 
and at length entirely devoured, his chagrin ; the terrors of suj)erior 
authority w'ere plainly perceivable in his features ; and in loss than 
three months he became a thorough-i)accd husband. Not that his 
obstinacy w’as extinguished, though overcome. In some things ho 
W'as as inflexible and mulish as ever ; but then durst not took so 
openly, and was reduced to tlie necessity of being passive m his 
resentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for example, i>roposed that a coach 
and six^should be purchased, as she could not ride on horseback, and 
the chaise was a .scandalous carriage for fi person of her condition. 
The commodore, conscious of his own inferior capacity in point of 
reasoning, did not think proper to dispute the proponal, but lent a 
deaf ear to her repeated re in oust ranees, though they were enforced 
with every argument which she thought could soothe, terrify, shame, 
or decoy him into compliance. In vain did she urge the excess of 
aflection she hacVfor him as meriting some return of tondovness and 
condesccn.sion : ho was even jiroof jigaiiist certain mdiiaciiig hints 
she gflve touching the resentment of a slighted woman ; and ho 
stood out against all the considerations of dignity or disgrace like a 
bulwark of brass. Neither was he mov oito any indecent or unkind 
expressions of contradiction, oven when she upbraided him with his 
sordid disposition, and put him in mind of the fortune and honour 
he had acquired by his mamage, but seemed to retire within him- 
self, like a tortoise when attacked, that shrinks within its shell, and 
silently endured the scourge of her reproaches, wntjarmt seeming 
sensible of the smart. 

This, however, was the only point in whicli she had been baffled 
since her nuptials ; and as she could by no meaiut digest the mis- 
cafriage, she tortured her invention for some ne\V* plan by which 
she might augment licr irufluence and authority. What her genius 
refused wm supplied by accident ; for she had not lived {four months 
in the garrison, when she was seisrid with frequent quSlms and 
retchings ; in a W'ord, she congratulated l^orself on the symptoms of 
her own fertility ; and the commodbre was transported with Joy at 
the prospect of an lieir of his own begetting. 

She knew this^ was the proper season for vindicating her own 
sfivereignty, and accordingly employed the mcanrf which nature had 
put in lier power. There was not a rare piece of furniture or apparel 
for which she did not long ; md one dajg, as she went to church, 
seeing Lady Stately’s equipage arrive, she suddenly fainted away. 
Her husbartd, whose vanity had never been so perfectly gratified as 
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with this promised harvest of his own sowing, took the alarm imme- 
diately ; and in orc^er to prevent relapses of that kind^^which might 
be attended with fatal consequences to his hope, gave her leave to 
bespeak a coach, horses, and liveries, to her own liking. Tlius 
authorized, she in a v«ry little time exhibited such a specimen of 
her own taste and magnificence as afforded speculation to the whole 
county, and made Trunnion’s heart quake within him ; because he 
foresaw no limits to hor^extreavagance, which also manifested itself 
in the most expensive preparations for heu lying-in. 

Her pride, which liad hitherto regarded the representative of her 
father’s house, seemed now to lose all that hereditary respect, and 
])rompt her to outshine and undervalue the elder branch of her 
family. She behave*d to Mrs. Pickle with a sort of civil reserve 
that implied a conscious superiority ; and an emulation in -point of 
grandetli* immediately commenced between the two sisters. She 
every day communicated her importaiice to the whole pai’ish, under 
pretence of taking the air in her coach, and endeavoured to extend 
her acqi&intance among people of fashion. Nor w'as this an under- 
taking aPtonded with great dilficulty ; for all persons whatever 
capable of maintaining a certain appearance, will always find 
admissifm into*what is called the best company, and be rated in 
point of character according to their own valuation, without sub- 
jecting their pretensions to the smallest doubt or examination. In 
all her visits and parties she seized every opportunity of declaring 
her present condition, observing that she was forbid.' by her physi- 
cians to taste %uch a pickle, and that such a dish was poison^to a 
woman in her way ; nay, where she was on a footing of familiarity, 
she affected to make wry faces, and comj)lained that the young 
rogue began to be very unrulj^ WTithing herself into divers con- 
tortions, as if she had been grievously incommoded by the mettle 
of this future Trunnion. The husband himself did not behave with 
all the moderation that flight have been expected. At the club he 
frequently mentioned this circumstiuicc of his o\vu vigour as a pretty 
successful feat be performed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and 
confirmed the opinion of his strength by redoubled squeezes of the 
landlord’s hand, which never failed of extorting a satisfactory cer- 
tificate of his rtiigl^. When his companions drank to the Ham 
keldeVf or Jack iiv’the low cclkxr, he could nob help displaying an 
extraordinary complacence of countenance, a||d signified his intention 
of sending tli# young dog to sea as soon as he should be able Lo 
carry a car£Hdgo, in hopes of seting him an officer before his own 
death. ^ 

Tliis hope helped to console liiifl under the extraordinary expense 
to which lie was exjiosed by the profusion of his wife, especially 
when he*considefted that liis compliance with her prgdi^lity w^ould 
be limited to the e^qnration of the nine months, of which the beat 
part Was by t^is time elapsed : yet, in spite of all this philosophical 
resignation, her fancy sometimes soamd to such a ridiculous and 
intolerable pitch of insolence and absurdity, that his temper forsook 
him, and he could not help wishing in secret that her pride might 

• rk 
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be confounded in the dissipation of her most flattering ‘hopes, even 
though he himself should bo a principal sufFerej;, by the disappoint-' 
ment. These, however, were no other than the suggestions of 
temporary disgusts, that commonly subsided as suddenly as they 
arose, and never gave the least disturbaiice to tlie • person who 
inspired them, because he took care to conceal them carefully from 
her knowledge. 

Meanwhile she happily advanced in fter reckoning, with the 
promise of a favourable issue : the term of her computation expired, 
and in the middle of the night she was visited by certain warnings 
that seemed to bespeak the approach of the critical moment. The 
commodore got up with great .alacrity, and calJed the midwife, who 
had been several days in the house ; the gossips were immediately 
summoned, and the moat interesting expectations prevailed ; but the 
symptoms of labour gradually vanished, and, a i the matron^ sagely 
observed, this was no more than a false alarm. 

Two nights after they received a second intimation, and as slie 
was sensibly diminished in the W'aist, everything was supposed to be 
in a fair way ; yob this visibation ivas not more conclusive than the 
former ; her pains wore off in spite of all her endeavours to 
encourage them, and the good women betook theniselvos bo their 
respective homes, in expectation of flnding the third attack 
decisive, alluding to tlie well-known maxim, that “number three 
is always forbunate.” For once, how'ever, this apf)phthegm failed ; 
the next call ^^was altogether as ineffectual as the former ; and 
moreover, attended with a phenomenon which to them was equally 
strange and inexplicable : this was no other than such a reduction 
in the size of Mrs, Trunnion as miglit have been expected .after the 
birth of a full-grown child, {Startled at such an unaccountable 
event, they sat in ch)se divan ; and concluding that the case w^s in 
all respects unnatural and prodigious, desired that a messenger 
might be immediately despatched ff)r somq m.ale practitioner in the 
art of midwifery. 

The commodore, without guessing the cause of t^,ieir perjjlexity, 
ordered Pipes immediately on this jiiecc of duty ; and in less than 
two hours they were assisted by the advice of a surgeon of the 
neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the patirmt hacf never been 
with child. This asseveration was like a clap ci thunder to Mr. 
Trunnion, who had been, during eight whole days and nights, in 
continual expectation of being liailed with the appellation of father. 

After some recollection, he sw«re the surgeon was Kii ignorant 
fellow, and that he would not take hi&:;.,word for what he advanced, 
being comforted and ctmfirmed in his want of faith by the insinua* 
tions of th# midwife, who still persisted to feed Mrs. trunnion 
with hopes of a speedy and safe delivery ; obsezo^ng that she had 
been concerned in many a case^ of the same hature, where a fliie 
child was found, even after all signs of the mothers pregnan^ 
disapneared. Every twig oPliope, how^lehder soever it may be, iH 
eagerly cfmght hold on by people who find themselves in danger of 
being dimppointed. To every question proposed by her to tiite 
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lady, with the preambles of “Hasn’t you?” or “Don’t you?” an 
answer was made i{L the afhrmative, whether agreeaMo to truth or 
not, because the respondent could not find in her heart to disown 
any symptom that might favour the notion she had so long indulged. 

This experienced prdficieiit in the obstetric art was therefore kept 
in close attendance for the space of three weeks, (luring which the 
patient had several returns of what she pleased herself with believ- 
ing to be labour pains, ^ill at length she and her husbaiid became 
the standing joke bf the parish ; and tliM infatuated couple could 
scarce be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even when she 
appeared as lank as a greyhound, and they were furnislied with 
other unquestionable proofs of their having been deceived. But 
they could not for ever remain under the influence of this sweet 
delusion, which at last faded away, and was succeeded by a pjlroxysm 
of shadfe and confu^on, that kept the husband within doors for the 
space of a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to her bed for a 
series oj, weeks, during which she siiftcred all the anguish of the 
most intqpse mortification ; yet even this was subdued by the lenient 
lismd of time. 

Tho first respite from her chagrin was employed in the strict 
discharge of wiiat are called tlie duties of religion, whicli she per- 
formed with tlie most rancorous severity, setting on foot a perse- 
cution in her own family, that made the house too liot for all tho 
nienhil servants, even ruflled tho almost invincible indifference of 
Tom Pipes, harassed tho commodore himself out of fill patience, and 
spared no individual but Lieutenant Hatchway, whom she never 
ventured to disoblige. 


Chap. XI,— Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny In the Garrlpon, while Iicr Husband conceives 
an afTectloii for his I^uphew Terry, who manifests u peculiarity of disposition even in bis 
tender years. o 

IIaVIJig exercised herself throe months in such [)ious amusements, 
she appeared again in the world ; but her inisft^rtune had made such 
an impression on her mind, that she could not bear the sight of a 
child, and trembly whenever the conversation happened to turn 
upon a christeiiirvs'. Her temper, which was naturally none of the 
sweetest, seemed to have imbibed a doub|^ proportion of souring 
from her dis^ipointmont ; of consequence, her company was not 
much coveted, and sbe found ve^jy few people disposed to treat her 
with tho, so marks of conside^ition which she looked upon as her due. 
This neglect detached her from tlffj society of an iiiiiuannerly world ; 
she concentrated the energy of all her talents in the govern racut of 
her own house, which groaned accordingly under her ^irbitrary sway ; 
*tnd in the brandy-bottle found ample consolation for all the afflic- 
tion she had Undergone. 

As for the wmmodorc, in a little^time weathered )us disgrace, 
after having sustained many severe jokes from the lieutenant ; tod 
now his chief aim being to be absent from his own house a& much as 

• 
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possible, he frequented the public-house more than 'ever, more 
assiduously ci^ltivated the friendship of his byotlier-in-law, Mr. 
Pickle, and in the course of their intimacy conceived an aifection for 
his nephew Perry, which did not end but with his life. Indeed it must 
be owned that Trunnion was not naturally ‘deficient in the social 
passions of the soul, which, though they were strangely warped, 
disguised, and overborne by the circumstance of his boisterous life 
»T,nd education, did not fail to manifest themselves occasionally 
through the whole course of his behaviour. * 

As all the hopes of propagating his own name had perished, and 
his rehations lay under the interdiction of his hate, it is no wonder 
that, through the familiarity and friendly iii^.ercoursc subsisting 
between him and Mr. Gamaliel, he contracted a liking for the boy, 
who by this time entered the third year of his age, and was indeed 
a very handsome, healthy, and promising child S and what fefeemod 
to ingratiate him still more with his uncle, was a ccrtiiin oddity of 
disposition, for which he had been remarkable even from hi^ cradle. 
It is reported of him, that before the first year of his infancy was 
elapsed, he used very often, immediately after being dressed, in tlfe 
midst of the caresses which were bestowed upon hiin by his mother, 
while slie indulged lierself in the contemidation of ®lier owji hap- 
piness, all of a sudden to alarm her with a fit of shrieks ajid cries, 
which continued with groat violence till he was stripped to tho^skiii 
with the utmost expedition by order of Ins affrighlod parent* who 
thought his teiidbr body was tortured by tlie misapplication of some 
unlucky pin ; and when he had given them all this di^urbance and 
unnecessary trouble, ho would lie sprawling and laughing in* their 
faces, as if he ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. Nay, it 
is aftirmed, that one day, when an old woman who attended in the 
nursery had by Ktoaltli conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to lier 
mouth, ho pulled his nurse by the sleeve, by a slight glance 
detected the theft, and tip]/Od her the >j^ink with a particular 
slyness of countenance, as if ho had said, with a sneer, “Ay, ay, 
that is what you must all come to.” But thcs% instances of 
reflection in a babe nine months old are so incredible, that I look 
upon them as ex post facto observations, founded upon imaginary 
r^ollection, when lie was in a more advanced ago, •and his peculiari- 
ties of temper became much more remarkable ; of^x piece with the 
ingenious discoveries of <^hose sagacious observers, who can discern 
something evidently characteristic in the features ^ any noted 
personjige whose character they h?fvo previously heard cx^dained. 
Yet, without pretending to specif)^ at period of his childhood 
this singularity first ajipeared, I can with great truth declare, that 
when he first attracted the notice and afiectioii of his uncle, it was 
plainly perceivable. * 

One would imagine he had marked out thb commodore as a 
nroper object of ridicule, for almost all his little childish satire was 
levelled against him. .I^wilfnot deny#that ho might have been 
mfluenced^u this particular by the example and instruction of Mr, 
Hatcliway, jrlio delighted in sujicrinten^ng the first essays of his 
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genius. As the gout had taken up its residence in Mr. Trunnion’s 
great toe, from whence it never removed, no not fot a day, little 
Perry took great pleasure in treading by accident on this infirm 
member ; and when his uncle, incensed by the pain, used to damn 
him for a lioll-begotteh brat, ho would appease him in a twinkling, 
by returning the curse with equal emphasis, and asking what 
was the matter with old Hannibal Tough f an appellation by which 
the lieutenant ha^ taught him to distinguish this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried upon the patience 
of the commodore, with whoso nose ho used to take indecent 
freedoms, even while he was fondled on his knee. In one month 
ho put him to the* expense of two guineas in seal'skin, by picking 
his pocket of divers tobacco-pouches, all of whicli he in secret 
committed to tho flames. Nor did tho capiico of his disposition 
abstain from tho fixvourite beverage of Trunnion, who ‘more than 
once swallowed a whole draught in which his brother’s RnufF-box 
had beaen emptied, before ho perceived tho disagreeable infusion ; 
iVid onoiday, when the commodore had chastised him by if gentle 
tap with his cane, he fell flat on the floor as if ho had been deprived 
of all sense a^d motion, to the terror and amazement of tho striker ; 
and after having iilled the whole house with confusion and dismay, 
opened his eyes, and laughed heartily at tlio success of his own 
imposition. 

It would bo ail endless and perhaps no very agreeable task, to 
enumerate sjl the unlucky pranks he played upon liis uncle and 
others, before ho aitainod the fourth year of his age ; about*which 
time he was sent, with an attendant, to a day-school in the neigh- 
bourhood, that (to use his good mother’s own expression) he might 
be out of harm’s way. Here, ho^vever, he made little progress, 
except in mischief, which he practised with impunity, bccauso tho 
Rchool-inistrcss would run no risk of disobliging a lady of fortune, 
by exercising unnecessary severities upon her only child. Never- 
theless, Mrs. Pickle was not so blindly partial as to be pleased with 
such unscasoiftiblc indulgence. Perry was taken out of the hands 
of this courteous teacher, and committed to the instruction of a 
pedagogue, who was ordered to administer such correction as tho 
boy should in jffis opinion deserve. This authority ho did not 
neglect to use ; nis pupil was regularly flogged twice a diiy ; and, 
after having been subjected to this coi#se of discipline for tho 
sjiace of f-ii^iteeii months, declared the most obstinate, dull, and j 
untoward genius that ever had fallen under liis cultivation ; instead 
of being reformed, ho scCmed«rather hardened and confirmed in 
his vicious inclinations, and was dead to all sense of fear as well as 
shame .• , 

His mother wag extremely mortified at these symptoms of 
stupidity, which she considered as an inheritance derived from tho 
spirit of his father, and consequently insummuntable by all tln^ 
efforts of human care. •But the oomifiodoro rejoiced over tho 
ruggednoss of his nature, and was particularly pleased when, upon 
inquiry, he found that Perry had beaten all tho boys the school ; 
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a circumstance from which he prognosticated everythilig that was 
fair and fortenate in his future fate : observing^ that at liis age he 
himself was just such another. The boy, who was now tunied of 
six, having profited so little under the birch of his unsparing 
governor, Mrs. Picklo was counselled to sofld him to a boarding- 
school not far from London, which was kept by a certain person 
very eminent for his successful method of^education. This advice 
sho the more readily embraced,, because at that time she found 
herself pretty far gone with another child, that slio hoped would 
console her for the disappointment sho had met with in the un- 
promising talents of Perry, or at any rate divide her concern, so as 
to enable her to endure the absence of either. < 


Chap. XII.— Peregrine Is sent to a Boarding-school^Becomes remarkable for his Genius 
and Am])iiion. ^ 

f 

The commodore, understanding her determination, to which her 
husband did not venture to make the least objection, interested 
himself so much in behalf of his favourite, as to lit^him out at his 
own charge, and accompany him in person to the place of his 
destination ; where he defrayed tho expense of his entranc(3^ and 
left him to the particular care and , inspection of the usher, who 
having been recommended to him as a person of parts ^nd integrity, 
receined'per advance a handsome consideration for the task ho 
undertook. 

Notliing could be better judged than this piece of liberality ; the 
assistant was actually a man of learning, probity, and good sense ; 
and though obliged by the scandalous administration of fortune to 
act in the character of an inferior teacher, had, by his solo capacity 
and application, brought tko school to tharf: degree of reputation, 
which it never could have obtained from tho talents of its superior. 
He had established an economy, which, though regular, was not 
at all severe, by eiumting a body of laws suited to the age and 
comprehension of every individual ; and each transgressor was 
fairly tried by his peers, and punished according* to the verdict of 
tlie jury. No boy was scourged for want of Bpj|)rehension, but a 
spirit of emulation walk raised by well-timed praise and artful 
comparison, and maintained by a distribution of Bmalh'pt|^5es, which 
were adjudged to those who signalized themselves either by their 
industry, sobriety, or genius. , • 

This tutor, wliose name was Jennings, began with Perry, accord-* 
ing to his constant maxim, by examining the soil ; jjbhat is, studying 
his temper, in order to consult the bias of hi|i disposition, which 
was strangely perverted by the absurd discipline he had undergone. 

^ He found him in a state of sullen insensibility, which the child 
had gradually contracted along course of stupefyinig correction ; 
and at he was not in the least actuated by that oommeudatipn 
which anini^ted the rest of his school-fellows ; nor wais it iti tUs 
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power of rdprosLch to excite his ambition, which had been buried, 
as it were, in th^ grave of disgrace ; the usher, ^erofore, had 
recourse to contemptuous neglect, with which ho aliocted to treat 
this stubborn spirit ; foreseeing that if he retained any seeds of 
sentiment, this weather would infallibly raise them into vegetation ; 
his judgment was justified by the event ; the boy in a little time 
began to make observations ; he perceived the marks of distinction 
with which virtue was Rewarded, grew ashamed of the despicable 
hguro Im himself •made among Ins companions, who, far from 
courting, rather shunned his conversation, and actually pined at 
Ills own want of' importance. 

Mr. Jennings say and rejoiced at his moitiGcation, which he 
suffered to proceed as far as possible, without endangering his 
health. The child lost all relish for diversion, loatlied his food, 
grow pensive, solitary, and was frequently found weeping by him- 
self. These symptoms plainly evinced the recovery of his feelings, 
to wliiqjjj^his governor thought it now high time to make application ; 
and thoi'efore by little and little altered his behaviour frpni the 
indifference ho had put on, to the ajipearance of more regard and 
attention. This produced a favourable change in the boy, whose 
eyes sparkled ^ith satisfaction one day, when his master expressed 
himself, with a show of surprise, in these words: Peny, I 

lind^you don’t want genius, when you think proper to use it." 
Such encomiums kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast ; 
he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, byswhich he soon 
acguitted^hitSself of the imputation of dulness, and obtained s^pndry 
honorary silver pennies, as acknowledgments of his application ; 
his school-fellows now solicited his friendship as eagerly as they 
had avoided it before and in less than a twelvemonth after his 
arrival, this supposed dunce was remarkable for the brightness of 
Ilia parts j,. having in tliat short period learnt to read English 
perfectly well, made g'jeat progress in writing, enabled himself to 
speak the French language without hesitation, and acquired some 
knowledge iuptho rudiments of the Latin tongue. The usher did 
not fail to transmit an account of his proficiency to the commodore, 
who received it with transport, and forthwith communicated the 
happy tidings to 4ho parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel 'Pickle, who was never subject to violent emotions, 
heard them with a sort of phlegmatic satiE^ction, that scarce mani- 
fested itself^either in his countenance or expressions ; nor did the 
child’s mother break forth int<s that rapture and admiration which 
mighty have been expected, when she understood how much the 
talents of her first-born had e*kceeded the hope of her warmest 
imagin^^tion. Not but that she professed herself well pleased with 
Perry’s reputation ; though she observed that in ^Jiese commenda- 
tions the truth waft always exaggerated by schoolmasters, for their 
own interest ; and pretended to wonder that the usher had not 
mingled more probability, with his praise. Trunnion was offended^ 
at har indifference and want of faith ; and believing that she refined 
too much in her discernment, swore that Jennings had cftclared the 
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truth, and nothing but tho truth ; for ho himself had' prophesied, 
from the beginning, that tho boy would turn ©ut a credit to hia 
family. But by this time Mrs. Pickle was blessed with a daughter, 
whom she had brought into the world about six months before the 
intelligence arrived ; so that her care and affection being otherwise 
engrossed, tlie praise of Perry was the less greedily devoured. The 
abatement of her fondness was an advantage to his education, 
which w^ould have been retarded,.and perhSps ruined, by i>crniciou 3 
indulgence and preposterous interposition, had her love considered 
him as an only child ; whereas her concern being now diverted to 
another object, that shared, at least, one-half of her affection, ho 
was left to tlie management of his precepto>‘, who tutored him 
according to his own plan, wdthoiit any let or interruption. Indeed 
all his sagacity and circumspection were but barely sufficient to 
keep the young gentleman in order ; for now i,hat he had won the 
palm of victory from his rivals in point of scholarship, his ambition 
dilated, and he was seized w’ith the desire of subjecting the whole 
school by the valour of his arm. Before he could bring his project 
to bear, innumerable battles were fought with various success ; 
every day a bloody nose and complaint were presented against 
him, and his own visage commonly boro some Ihud inaAa of 
obstinate contention. At length, how'ever, he accovaplished his 
aim ; his adversaries w^oro subdued, his prowess acknowledged* and 
he obtained tho laurel in w’ar as well as in wit. Thus triumphant, 
he w'as intoxicated witli success ; his pride rose in proportion to 
hia ppwer ; and, in spite of all the endeavours of dennings, who 
practised every method he could invent for curbing his licentious 
conduct, without depressing his spirit, he contracted a large pro- 
portion of insolence, which a scries of misfortunes that happened 
to him in the sequel could scarce effectually tame. Nevertheless 
there was a fund of good nature and generosity in his composition ; 
and though he established a tyranny ainpng his comrades, the 
tranquillity of his reign was maintained by tho love rather than by 
the fear of his subjects. n 

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, he never once vio- 
lated that respectful awe with which the usher had found means 
to inspire him ; but he by no means preserved tb^ same regard for 
tfie principal master, an old illiterate German ipuick, wdui liad 
formerly practised corn-cutting among the quality, and sold cos- 
metic washes to the ladies, together with teetli-i>owderi^ hair-dj eing 
liquors, prolific elixirs, and tinctures to sweeten tho breatn. These 
nostrums, recommended by the art of cringing, in which he was 
consummate, ingratiated him so much with people of fashion, that 
he was enabled to set up school with five-and-twepty boys, of the 
best families, wljom ho boarded on his own terms, and undertook 
to instruct in the French and Latin languages, so as to qualify 
them for tho colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this plan 
•ivas in its infancy, he wa» so fortunate 21s to meet with Jennings, 
who, for the paltry consideration of thirty pounds a year, which his 
necessities compelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of 



A GEHMAN QUACK. 


57 


educating the’ children upon himself, contrived an excellent system 
for tliat purpose, and, by his assiduity and knowledge, executed 
all the particulars to the entire satisfaction of those concerned, who, 
by-tho-by, never impiired into his qualifications, but sulfered the 
other to enjoy the fruift of his labour and ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of avarice, ignorance, and vanity, 
this superior had certain^ridiculous peculiai itics in his person, such 
as a hunch upon l^is back, and distorted limbs, that seemed to 
attract the satirical notice of Peregrine, w^io, young as he wfis, took 
olfoiico at his want of reverence for his usher, over whom he some- 
times chose opportunities of displaying hiwS authority, that the boys 
might not misplace* their veneration. Mr. Keypstick, therefore, 
such as I have described him, incurred the contempt and displeasure 
of til is^ enterprising pupil, who now being in the tenth year of his 
«‘ige, had capacity eflough to give him abundance of vexation. Ho 
underwent many mortifying jokes fiom the invention of Pickle and 
his confederates ; so that he began to enteriain suspicion of Mr. 
Jq^iniiigs^ who he could not helj) thinking had been at the bottom 
of them all, and spirited up principles of rebellion in the school, with 
a view of making himself indopoiidont. Pos.sessed with this chimera, 
which was void of all foundation, the German descended so low as 
to tamper in private with the boys, from whom ho hoped to draw 
some^very important discovery; but ho was disappointed in his 
exjiectalions ; and this mean practice reaching the ears of his usher, 
he voluntarily^ resigned his eniidoyment. Finding iitlerest to obtain 
holy orders in a little time after, ho left the kingdom, hoping td find 
a settlement in some of our American plantation.^. 

The deps^ftui’e of Mr. Jennings produced a great revolution in 
the affairs of Keypstick, which declined from that moment, because 
he had neither authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence to 
maintain order among his scholars : so that the school degenerated 
into anarchy and confusion, and he himself dwindled in the opinion 
of his employers, who looked upon him as superannuated, and with- 
drew their chifcdren from his tuition. 

Peregrine seeing this dissolution of their society, and finding 
himself every day deprived of some companion, began to repine at 
his situation, and^resolvod, if possible, to procure his release from 
the jurisdiction of the jicrsoii whom he both detested and despised. 
With this view he went to work, and conquftsed the following billet, 
addreslBed^to*the commodore, which was the first siiecimen of his 
composition in the epistolary wnJJr : — 

“ Honot rf-d A.ND LOVING Ukcle, — llopiifg yoli are in good healtli, this serves to inform 
you, that Mr. Jennings is gone, and Mr. iCey()Stick will never meet with his fellow. Tho 
school is already nlmont broke up, and the rest daily going away ; and I beg uf you of all 
Jove to have mo fvtdit<l away also, for 1 cann« t bear to lx* any longer under one who is a 
P'^rfcct Ignoramus, who scarce knows the df cllnatton of musa, and is fborc (It to bo a scare- 
crow than a schoolmaster hoping you will send for me soon, with my love to my aunt, 
and my duty to qny bononrod parents, craving their blessing and yours. And this is all 
at present Irom, honoured uncle, your well-beioved aud, dutiful nephew and ^son, and < 
humble servant to command till dcalb, ** Peregrine Fickle." 

Trunuioii was overjoyed at the receipt of this which ho 
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looked upon as one of the greatest efforts of human genius, and as 
such communicated the contents to his lady, aw horn ho had dis- 
turbed for the purpose in the middle of her devotion, by sending a 
raessago to her closet, whither it was her custom very frequently 
to retire. She was out of humour at bein^ interrupted, an(f there- 
fore did not peruse this specimen of her nephew’s understanding 
with all the relish that tlie commodore ^imself had enjoyed ; on 
the contrary, after sundry paralytical endeavoqrs to speak (for her 
tf)ngue sometimes refused its office), slie observed that the boy was 
a pert jackanapes, and deserved to be severely chastised for treating 
his betters with sucli disrespect. Ifor husband undertook his 
godson’s defence, representing with great warmth that he knew 
Kcypstick to be a good-for-nothing, pimping old rascal, and that 
Perry showed a great deal of spirit and good sense in desiring to 
bo taken from under his command ; he therefore declared that the 
boy should not live a week longer with such a shambling son of a 
b , and sanctioned this declaration with abundance of otths. 

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance into a look of reli- 
gious demureness, rebuked him for his profane way of talking ; and 
asked, in a magisterial tone, if he intcudod never to lay:^side that 
brutal behaviour. Irritated at this reproach, hS answered, in 
terms of indignation, that he knew liow tr> beliave himself as well 
as e’er a woman that wore a head, bade her mind her own affairs, 
and with another repetition of oaths gave her to understand that 
he would be irihster in his own house. , 

This insinuation operated upon her spirits like friction upon a 
glass globe : her face gleamed with resentment, and every pore 
seemed to emit particles of dame. She replied wibli incredible 
fluency of the bitterest expressions : he retorted equal rage in 
broken hints and incoherent imprecations : she rejoined with 
redoubled fury ; and in conclusion he was fain to betake himself to 
flight, ejaculating curses against her; aivi muttering something 
concerning the brandy-bottle, which, however, he took care should 
never reach her ears. » 

From his own house ho w’ent directly to visit Mrs. Pickle, to 
whom ho imparted Peregrine’s ei)iBtle, with many encomiums upon 
the boy’s promising parts : and, finding his commendations but 
coldly received, desired she would permit him to take his godson 
under his own care, a 

This lady, whose family was now increased by anofln^ son, wlio 
seemed to engross her care for the jU csent, had not seen Perry during 
a course of four years, and, wifh regard to him, was perfectly 
weaned of that infirmity known by the name of maternal fondness': 
she therefore consented to the commodore’s requejjjb with great con- 
descension, and a polite compliment to him on the concent ho liad 
all along manifested for the welfare of the chilct 
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Chap. XIIT,— The Commodore takes Perej^rine under his own care'-Tho Boy arrives at 
the Carrison -la etraugely roci|[ved by his own Mother —Kn ter s into a Gimfcderacy with 
Hatchway and Pipes, and executes a couplo of waggish Knterprises upon liis Aunt. 

Teunnion having obtained this permission, that very afternoon 
despatched the lieutenant in a po&t-chaiso to Keypstick's house, 
from whence in two days ho returned with our young hero, who 
being now in the eleventh year of his age, had outgrown the expec- 
tation of all his family, and was remarkable for the beauty and 
elegance of his pero^n. His godfather was transported at his 
arrival, as if he had boon actually the issue of his own loins ; he 
shook lijm heartily by the hand, turned him round and round, sur- 
veyed him from toirto bottom, bade Hatchway take notice how 
handsomely he was built ; and squeezed his hand again, saying, — 

“D you dog, I suppose you don’t value such an old crazy 

soq of a Ik as mo a rope's end. You have forgot how I was wont 

to dandlo you on my kneo, when you was a little urchin no bigger 
than the davit, and played a thousand tricks upon me, burning iny 

’bacco-pou'Sies \\\d poisoning my rumbo. 0 ! d yo, you can 

grin fast enough, 1 see ; I warrant you have learnt more things than 
writii^g and the Latin lingo.” 

Even Tom Pipes expressed uncommon satisfaction on this joyful 
occasion ; and, coming up to Perry, thrust forth hiri fore paw, and 
accosted him -with the salutation of “What cheer, my ypung 
master? lam glad to see thee with all my heart.” These com- 
pliments being passed, his uncle halted at the door of his wife’s 
chamber, at which he stood hallooing, “Here’s your kinsman 
Perry: belike you won’t come and bid him welcome.” — “Lord! 
Mr. Trunnion,” said she, “ why will you continually harass me in 
this manner with your impertinent intrusion ? ” — “ I harrow you ! '* 
replied the commodore : “ ’sblood ! 1 believe your upper works are 
damaged : I. oaly came to inform you that here w^as your cousin, 

whom you have nob seen these four long years ; and I’ll be d d 

if there is such another of his age within the king’s dominions, 
d’ye see, either fdr make or mettle : he’s a credit to the name, 
d’ye see : but, d-^ — my eyes, I’ll say no more of the matter : it 
you coirie, you may ; if you won’t, you may let it alone.” — “ Well, 
1 won’t ooije,^hen,” answered his yoke-fellow, “for I am at present 
more agreeably employed,” — “^)ho ! you are. I believe bo too,” 
cried the commodore, making wry^faces and mimicking the action of 
dram-drinking. Then, addressing himself to Hatchway, “ Prithee, 
Jack,” said he, go and try thy skill on that stubborn hulk : if 
au^ody can bring her about, I know you wool. ” 

Th^ lieutenant accordingly, taking his station at the door, con- 
veyed hia persuasion in those words : “ What, won’t you turn out 
and hail little Perry? It«will do yohr heart good to see such a 
handsome young dog ; I’m sure he is the very moral of you, and as 
like as if ho had been spit out of your own mouth, as saying 
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is : do show a little respect for your kinsman, cau^t you ? To 
this reinonttrance, she replied, in a mild tctie of voice, “Dear 
Mr. Hatchway, you arc always teasing one in such a manner : 
sure I am, nobody can tax me with unkindness, or want of natural 
affection.” So saying, she opened the do8r, and, advancing to tbe 
hall where her nephew stood, received him very graciously, and 
observed that he was the very imago of h^r papa. 

In the afternoon he was conducted by the commodore to the 
house of his parents ; a'nd, strange to tell, no sooner was ho pre- 
sented to his mother, than her countenance changed, she eyed him 
W’ith tokens of affliction and surprise, and, bursting into tears, 
exclaimed her child was dead, and this wis no other than an 
impostor whom they had brought to defraud her sorrow. Trunnion 
was confounded at this unaccountable passion, which had no other 
foundation than caprice and wliini ; and (janialiel himself was so 
disconcerted and unsettled in his owp belief, which began to waver, 
that he knew not how to behave towards the boy, whom^ his god- 
fatlier immediately carried back to the garrison, swearkig all Hie 
way that Perry should never cross their threshold again with his 
good will. Nay, so much was he iiiceused at this unnatural and 
absurd renunciation, that lie refused to carry on aiiy further 
conespondcnco with Pickle, until ho was appeased by his solicita- 
tions and submission, and Peregrine owned as his son ami heir. 
Dut this acknowledgment was imule without the privity of his 
wife, wdiosc ’Vicious aversion he w^as obliged, in /vppcarance, to 
adopt. Thus exiled from his father’s house, the young gentleman 
was loft entirely to the disposal of the commodore, whose atlectioii 
for him daily increased, insomuch that lie could scarcely jirevail 
upon himself to part with him, when his education absolutely 
required that ho should be othevwiso disposed of. 

In all probability, this extraordinary attachment was, if not 
produced, at least riveted by that peculiar turn in Peregrine’s 
imagination, which wo have already observed ; and which, during 
his residence in the castle, appeared in sundry stratagems ho 
practised upon his uncle and aunt, under the auspices of Mr. 
Hatchway, who assisted him in the contrivance and execution of all 
Jiis schemes. Nor was iiipos exempted from n sh^re in their under- 
takings ; for, being a trusty fellow, not without dexterity in some 
cases, and altogether Vesigiied to their will, they found him a 
servicoablo instrument for their puriiose, and used hifti ^'cordingly. 

The first sample of their art wall exhibited upon Mrs. Trunnion. 
They terrified that good lady with striftago noises when she retired 
to her devotion. Pipes was a natural genius in the composition of 
discords : he could imitate the sound produced by the winding of a 
jack, the filing ‘of a saw, and the .swinging of a malefactor hanging in 
chains ; he could counterfeit the braying of an ass, the screeching of 
a night-owl, tho caterwauling of cats, the howling X)i a dog, the 
squeaking of a pig, tho ctowing of a co«k ; and he had learned tho 
war-whoQp uttered by tho Indians in North America. These talents 
were exerted successfully, at different times and places^ to the terror 
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of ]\frs. Trunnion, fcho discomposure of the commodore himself, and 
the consternation of^ll the servants in the castle. Peregrine, with 
a sheet over his clothes, sometimes tumhled before his'’ aunt in the 
twilight, when her organs of vision wore a little impaired by the 
cordial she had swallowed ; and the boatswain’s mate taught liim to 
shoe cats with walnut-shells, so that they made a most dreadful 
clattering in tlieir nocturnal excursions. 

The mind of Mrs. Truftnion was not a little disturbed 'by these 
alarms, which, in hftr opinion, porfended Jlhe death of some prin- 
cipal person in the family ; she redoubled her religious exercises, 
and fortified her spirits with fresh positions ; nay, she began to 
take notice that Mr. Trunnion’s constitution was very much 
broken, and seemed dissatisfied when pcojde observed that they 
never saw him look better. Her frequent visits to the closet, where 
all her consolation was deposited, inspired the confederates with a 
device which had like to have been attondud with tragical conse- 
quences. They found an opportunity lo infuse jalap in one of 
her case-cwttlcs ; and she took so largely of this medicine, that her 
coifstitiition had 'well nigh sunk under the violence of its effect. 
She suffered a succession of fainting fits that reduced her to the 
brink of the grftve, in spite of all the remedies that were adminis- 
tered by a physician, who was called in the begiiiriuig of her 
disorder. 

After having examined the symptoms, he declared that the 
patient had been poisoned, with arsenic, and y»rcscril)cd oily 
draughts and lubricating injections, to defend the coats of tJie 
stomach and intestines from the vellicating particles of that per- 
nicious mineral ; at the same time hinting, with a look of infinite 
sagacity, that it ivas not difficult to divine tlie whole mystery. He 
affected to deplore tlie poor lady, as if she was exposed to more 
attempts of the same nature ; thereby glancing obliijuely at the 
innocent commodore, w’^hom the officious son of ^Esculajnus sus- 
pected as the author of this expedient, to rid his hands of a yoke- 
fellow for whogi ho was w^ell knowm to have no great devotion. 
This impertinent and malicious insinuation made some impression 
upon the bystanders, and furnished ample field for slander to 
asperse the moral^of Trunnion, who w^as represented through the 
whole district as j# monster of barbarity. Nay, the sufferer herself, 
though she behaved with great decency ami prudence, could not 
help entertaining some small diffidence of her husband ; not that 
she imagirftd he had any dosigi^ upon lier life, but that ho had 
been at pains to adulterate ^.he brandy with a view of detaching 
her from that favourite liquor. 

On thU supposition, she resolved to act with more caution for the 
future, without s8tting on foot any inquiry about the affair ; while 
the commodore, imjTuting her indisposition to some* natural cause, 
after the danger wras past, never bestow’^ed a thought upon the 
subject ; so that the perp^rators wete quit of their fear, wffiich, 
however, had punished them so effectually, that they never would 
hazard any more jokes of the same nature. ^ 
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The shafts of their wit were now directed against the commander 
, himself, whom they teased and terrified alniogt out of his senses. 
One day, wtiile he was at dinner, Pij)e8 came and told him that 
there was a person below that wanted to speak with him imme- 
diately, about an affair of the greatest dinportanco, that would 
admit of no delay ; upon which he ordered the stranger to be told 
that ho was engaged, and that he must send up his name and busi- 
ness. To this demand he received for aiAwer a messwige importing 
that the j^erson’s name jwas unknown to him,* and his business of 
such a nature, that it could not be disclosed to any one but the 
commodore himself, whom ho earnestly desired to see without loss 
of time. ^ 

Trunnion, surprised at this importunity, got up with great 
reluctance, in the middle of his meal, and descending to a 
parlour where the stranger was, asked him, ii4 a surly' tone, what 

lie wanted with him in such a d d hurry, that he could not 

wait till he had made an end of his mess ? The other, jiot at all 
discoiKjeitod at this rough address, advanced close up to him on his 
tiptoes, and, with a look of confidence and conceit, laying ?iis nio&th 
to one side of the commodore’s head, whispered softly in his ear, 
“Sir, 1 arn the attorney whom you wanted to coavorso with in 
private.” — “The attorney?” cried Trunnion, staring, and half- 
choked with choler. “Yes, sir, at your service,” replied this 
retainer to the law ; “and, if you please, the sooner wo despatch 
the affair the \ctter ; for ’tis an old observation, that delay breeds 
danger. Truly, brother,” said the commodore, %h(> could no 
longer contain himself, “1 do confess that 1 am very much of your 
way of thinking, d’ye see ; and therefore you shall bo despatched 
in a trice.” So saying, ho lifted up his walking-staff, which was 
Homebliing between a crutch and a cudgel, and discharged it with 
such energy on the seat of the attorney’s understanding, that if 
there had been anything but solid bone, tjie contents of his skull 
must have been evacuated. 

Fortified as he was by nature against all such as^ults, he could 
not withstand the momentum of the blow, which in an instant laid 
him flat on the floor, deprived of all sense and motion ; and 
Trunnion hopped upstairs to dinner, apidaudiiigi himself in ejacu- 
Iktions all the way for the vengeance he had taken on such an 
impudent i>ettifogging r]|iscreant. 

The attorney no sooner awaked from his trance, iiitQ which he 
had been so unexpectedly lulled, ||han he cast his eyes®around in 
quest of evidence, Jjy which ho might J>e enabled the more easily 
to prove the injury he had sustained ; but not a soul appearing, 
he made shift to get upon his legs again, and, with tl\6 blood 
trickling over his nose, followed one of the servants into the dining- 
room, resolved \o come to an explanation with the assailant, and 
either extort money from him by way of satisfactioi^, or provoke 
him to a second apjplicatk)n before witnesses. With this, view, he , 
entered the room in a peal of clamour, to the amass^snt .pf 
present, the terror of Mrs, Trunnion, who shrieki^ 
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Appoarance of 'such a spectacle ; and addressing himself to the 
commodore, “I'll tjll you what, sir," said he ; “if there be law 
in England, I’ll make you smart for this here assault,* You think 
you have screened yourself from a prosecution by sending all your 
servants out of the ; but that circumstance will appear upon 
trial to be a plain proof of the malice prepense with which the fact 
was committed ; especially when corroborated by the evidence of 
this here letter, under 3*)ur own hand, whereby I am desired tf> 
come to your own Iwiiae to transact an affair of consequence. ” So 
saying, he produced the writing, and read the contents in these 
words : — 

“Mr. RooeuRwisk. 

“Sir,— IJ oiriff in a maniiCT prisoner in my own honac, I dCvSiro you will give me a call 
precifiely at three o'clock in the afternoon, and InHlst upon eeeing myaplf, as I have an 
affair of great consequence, in which your particular advice is wanted by your humble 
Bervant. • “ Hawseii Truwkion," 

The one-eyed commander, who had been satisfied with the 
chastisement he had already bestowed upon the plaintiff, hearing 
hii4i reada this audacious piece of forgery, which he considered as 
the effect of his own villany, started up from table, and seizing 
a huge turkey tjuit lay in a dish before him, would have applied it, 
sauce and all, by way of poultice, to his wound, had he not been 
restrained by Hatchway, who laid fast hold on lx>th his arms, and 
fixed iiim to his chair again, advising the attorney to sheer off with 
what he had got. Ear from following tliis salutary counsel, he 
redoubled his^tlireats, and set Trunnion at defian 6 'e, telling him 
he was not a man of true courage, although he had commanded a 
ship of war, or else he would not have attacked any person in such 
n cowardly and clandestine manner. This provocation would have 
answered his purpose effectually, had not his adversary's indierna- 
tion been repressed by the suggestions of the lieutenant, who desired 
his friend, in a whisper, to be easy, for he would take care bo have 
the attorney tossed in m bhuikot for his presumption. This pro- 
posal, which he received with great approbation, pacified him m a 
moment : he mped the sweat from his forehead, and his features 
relaxed into a grim smile. 

Hatchway disappeared ; and llavine proceeded with great fluency 
bf abuse, until hg®was interrupted by the arrival of Pipes, who. 
without any expostulation, led him out by the hand, and con- 
ducted Iiim to the yard, where he was put^into a carpet, and in a 
twinkling ^erft into the air by the strength and dexterity of live 
stout operators, whom the lieuteflant had selected from the number 
of domestics for that singulaf spell of duty. 

In vain did the astonished vaulter be*g, for the love of God, that 
they would takeidty upon him, and put an end to his involuntary 
gambohr they worp deaf to his prayers and protestations, eveii 
when lie twore, in the most solemn manner, that if they would 
cease to^enting him, he would forget and forgive what was past 
jnd depaTt in peace to his ewen habitation ;*and continued the mme 
'T fatigued with the exercise. ^ 
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Bavine being dismiBsed in a most melancholy plight, brought 
an action of assault and battery against th^ commodore, and 
subpoenaed all the servants as evidences in the cause ; but as 
none of them had seen what happened, he did not find his account 
in the prosecution, though he himself examined all the witnesses, 
and, among other questions, asked, whether they had not seen him 
como in like another imin ? and whether they had ever seen any 
otlier man in such a condition as that in wliich he had crawled off? 
But this last interrogatioij they \frere not obliged to answer, because 
it had reference to the second discipline he had undergone, in whicli 
they, and they only, wore concerned ; and no person is bound to 
give testimony against himself. 

In short, the attorney was nonsuited, to the satisfaction of all 
who knew him, and found himself under the necessity of proving 
that he had received, in course of post, letter which was 
declared in court a scandalous forgery, in order to prevent an 
indictment with which ho was threatened by the commodore, wlio 
little (Jreamt that the whole affair had been planned and executed 
by Peregrine and his associates. ’ 

Tlio next enterprise in which this triumvirate engaged, was 
a scheme to frighten Trunnion with an appariLiwi, which they 
prejiared and exhibited in this manner : to the hide of a large ox, 
Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a most terrible ap])earanco, stretched 
on the jaws of a shark, which he had brought from sea, and accom- 
modated with couple of broad glasses instead of eyes. On the 
iusidg of- these he placed two rushlights, and, witli composition 
of sulphur and salt-iietre, made a pretty largo fusee, wdiich lie fixed 
between two row.s of tlio teeth. This equipage being finished, lie, 
one dark night chosen for the purpose, put it on, and, following 
the commodore into a long passage, in which ho was preceded by 
Perry with a light in his hand., kindled liis firework with a match, 
and began to bellow like a bull. The boy, as it was c'»nccited, 
looked behind him, screamed .aloud, and efropped the light, which 
was extinguished in the fall ; when Trunnion, alarmed at his 
nephew’s consternation, exclaimed, “Zounds! what^ the matter? ’* 
and turning about to see the cause of his dismay, beheld a hideous 
phantom vomiting blue flame, which .aggravated /he horrors of its 
Aspect. He was instantly seized with an agony of fear, which 
divested him of his reason : nevertheless, he, as it were mechanically, 
raised his trusty supporter in his own defence, and, yie apparition 
advancing towards him, aimed it ^t this dreadful annoyance witli 
such a convulsive exertion of strenglji, tlmt had not the blow' 
chanced to light upon one of the horns, Mr. Pipes would have had 
no cause to vjflue himself upon liis invention. Misapplied as it 
was, he did not^fail to stagger at the shock ; and, dreading 'another 
such salutation, closed with the commodore, and having tripped up 
his heels, retreated with great expedition. 

• It was then that Peregrine, pretending to recollect himself a 
little, ran, with all the marks of disturbance and affri^t, and 
Called up* the servants to the assistance .of their 
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they found ih a cold sweat upon the floor, his features betokening 
horror and confusion. Hatchway raised him up, and»havirig com- 
forted him with a cup of Nantz, began to inquire into the cause of 
his disorder : but he could not extract one word of answer from 
his friend, who, aftoi* a considerable pause, during which he 
seemed to bo wrapped in profound conteniplation, pronounced 
aloud, “ Jiy the Lord ! Jack, you may say what you wool- but 1*11 

be d d if it was not J)avy Jon^'s himself. 1 know him by his 

saucer-eyes, his thn .'0 rows of teeth, hi?r horns and tail, and the 
l)lue smoke tliat came out of Ins nostrils. What does the black- 
guard hell’s baby want with me? I’m sure 1 never committed 
murder, except in tli« way of my i»rofcssion, nor wronged any man 
whatsornever since 1 first went to sea.” This same Davy Jones, 
according to the nivthology of sailors, is the fiend that . presides 
over all the evil spirits of the deep, and is often .seen in various 
shapes, iierching among tlie rigging * ii iJie eve of huri'icancs, ship- 
wrecks, #iid otlicr disasters, to wliich a seafaring life is exposed ; 
warning the devoted wretch of death and woe. No w'onde? then 
that Trunnion was disturbed by a siipposc'd visit of this demon, 
which, in his o^^inion, foreboded some dreadful calamity. 


CuAP. XIV.— IIo is also, by their device, engaged in nn AdventuTP with tlje Exciseman, 
who docs not find his Account in Jiis o^\tl llrolleiyto" 

Howsoeveii preposterous and unaccountable that passion may bo 
which prompts persons, otherwise generous and sympathizing, to 
afflict and perplex their fellow-creatures, certain it is, our coii- 
fedorajgs entertained such a large proportion of it, that not satis- 
fied with the pranks they had already ])liiyed, they still persecuted 
the commodore without ceasing, lu the course c;f his own history, 
tlie particulars of w'hick he delighted to recount, lie had often 
rehearsed an adventure vf deer-stealing, in wduch, flurmg the 
unthinking iiiijketufi.sity of his youth, he had been unfortunately 
concerned. Far from succeeding iu that acliicvemeut, he and his 
associates had, it seems, been made prisoners, after an obstinate 
engagement with ttie keepers, and carried before a neighbouring* 
justice of the pea?©, who used Trunnion with great indignity, and 
with his companions committed him to jail. • 

His owq^ rllations, and in particular an undo on whom he 
chiefly depended, treated him cfhring his confinement with groat 
rigour and inhumanity, anfl absolutely refused to interpose his 
influence in liis behalf, unless he w’ould sign a writing, obliging 
himself to go to,rfiea within thirty days after his release, under the 
penalty of being pyjcocded against as a felon. The alternative 
was, either to undergo this voluntary exile, or remain in prison 
disowned and desoi-ted by everybod;^, and, after all, suffer an 
ignominious trial, that might end in a scfitence of transportation 
for life. He therefore, without much hesitation, embmeod the 
proposal of his kinsman, and, as he observed, was, ir^less than 
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i\ month after his discharge, turned adrift to the mercy of the wind 
and wjR^es. ^ ‘ 

Since that period ho liad never maintained any correspondence 
with his relations, all of whom had concurred in sending him off ; 
nor would lie ever jiiiy the least regard to the humiliations and 
supplications of some among them, who hfid prostrated themselves 
before liitn, on tlio advancement of his Jortunc : but he retained 
a most inveterate resentment fi«ainst his uncU', who was still in 
being, though extremely old and inlirni, and frequently mentioned 
his name with all the bitterness of revenge. 

Perry being j)cvfectly well acciuainted with the particulars of 
this story, which he liad heard .so often repeated, proposed to 
Hatchway, that a person should bo hired to introduce himself 
to the comnKjdore, with tf supi>osititious Ictteii^ of recommendation 
from this detested kinsman ; an imposition that, in all likelihood, 
^vould afford abundance of diversion. 

The lieutenant relished the scheme ; and young Picklb having 
composed an epistle for the occasion, the exciseman of tho parirh, 
a fellow of great impudence and some humour, in whom Hatchway 
could conlide, undertook to transcrilic and deliver it' "i^^h his owm 
hand, and also personate the man in whoso favour it was feigned 
to bo written. Ho, accordingly, one morning arrived on horse- 
back at tho garrison, two hours at least before Trunnion used to 
get up, and gJV'e Pipes, who admitted him, to understand, that ho 
had a letter from his master, which he wjis oichired to deliver to 
none* but the commodore himself. This message w^as no sooner 
communicated, iluui the indignant chief (who had lieon waked 
for tho purpose) began to curse tho messenger for breaking his 
re.st, and swore he would not budge till his usual timo of 
turning out. This resolution beiiig convoyed to the stranger, 
he desired the carrier to go back and tell him, he had such joyful 
tidings to impart, that lie w'^^s sure the tommodoro would think 
himself amply rewarded for his trouble, even if he had been raised 
from the grave to receive them. 

This assurance, flattering as it was, w^uuld not have been power- 
ful enough to persuade him, had it not beei^ assisted with the 
l*xhortations of his spouse, which never failetU^ to influence hia 
conduct. Ho tlicroforo crept out of bed, though not without groat 
repugnance ; and wrai^ping himself in his inoriiii^ gown, was 
supported down stairs, rubbing ,his eye, yawning fcairfully, and 
grumbling all the way. As soon as l^o popped his head into the 
parlour, the supposed stranger made divers awkward bows, and 
with a grinning aspect accosted him in these words : “Your moat 
humblo servant, most noble commodore ! I hopo*you are' in good 
health ; you look pure and hearty ; and if it was not for that inieh 
fortune of your eye, one would not desire to see a more pleasant 
countenance in a summer s day. Sure as I am a lining soul, one 
would lake you to be on this side of tlireescore. Lord help us, I 
should hjfve known you to be a Trunnion, if I had met with you ill 
the midst bf Salisbury plain, as tho saying is.” 
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Tlio commodore, who was not at all in the humour of relishing 
Huch nn impertineifb preamble, interrupted him in tMa place, say- 
ing, with a peevish accent, Pshaw ! pshaw ! brother, there’s no 
occasion to bowse out so much unnecessary gum ; if you can’t bring 
your discourse to bear on the right subject, you had much better 
clap a stopper on your tongue, and bring yourself up, d’ye see ; I 
was told you had someiiiing to deliver.” — “Deliver!’^ cried the 
waggish impostor, *‘o(lda heart! •! have got something for you 
that will make your very entrails rejoice within your body. Here’s 
a lott^cr from a dear and worthy friend of yours. Take, read it, 
and be happy, lilessings on his old heart 1 one Avould tliink lie had 
renewed his age, likft the eagle’s.” Trunnion’.^ expectation being 
thus raised, he called for his spectacles, adjusted them to liis eye, 
took the letter, anc^ being curious to know the subscription, no 
sooner perceived his uncle’s name. +}‘;>n he started back, his lip 
quivered, and he began to shake in every limb with resentment 
and surp^so ; nevertheless, eager to know the subject of an epistle 
froiu a pifrson who had never bobire troubled him witli any Sort of 
address, he endeavoured to recollect himself, and perused the con- 
tents, wliich wijf-e those : — 

“LovrNO NKrHKW,---T doubt not but you will Ijc r^j.oiced (o hear of my wrlfaic ; and 
well journay, considering what a kind nncl<* 1 havob en to you in ihediys i'*' your youth, 
and hofr little you d- served onv such thing; lor you was always a graceless young man, 
given to wicked couihch and had company, wliereby you \^onId have come to a shameful 
eml, hud it not bmi for my cure m wnding >oii out of miMhiol » wjiy But this is not 
the cause of my prt^enl writing. Tlu* b*‘arer, Mr Timothy Tin Icle, is a distant relation of 
youts, lieing tlie son of thecouMn of your aunt Margt'ry, and is not over and abo^ well 
as to worldly inattcrB. 11'' thinks ot gooig to liundon, to set. lor some post In tUs excise or 
customs, if so be that you will rccoinniuiid him to sonv' great niau of your acquaiutaiicc, 
and give him a small matter to keep him nil he is jirovidcd I doubt not, uephew. but you 
will be glad to serve Inm, if It was no more but lor the respL*ct you bear to roe, who am,— 
Loving nephew, your afTectionatc uncle, and sui vaiit to command, Touiah Ticonnion.'* 

It would bo H difficult t<isk for the inimitable Hogarth himself to 
exhibit the ludicrous -ex^iression of the commodore's counteuanco, 
wliilo he read this letter. It was not a stare of astonishment, a 
convulsion of ftige, or a gliastly grin of revenge ; but an associa- 
tion of all three, that took possession of his features. At length, 
he hawked up, with incredible straining, the interjection, “Ah!” 
that seemed to stuck some time in his windpipe ; and thus^ 

gave vent to his indignation : “ Have I come alongside of you at 
last, you old stinking cuiiiiiidgeon ? You fle, you lousy hulk ! ye 
lie ! you <iiid all in your power to founder luo when I was a 
stripling ; and as for beinj graceless, and wicked, and keeping 

bml company, you tell a d d he again, you thief I there was 

not a more peaceable lad in tlie county, and I kept no l)ad company 
but youf ow’ii, tVye see. Therefore, you Trickle, or what’s your 
name, tell the old rascal tliat sent you hitlier, that 1 spit iu'his 
face, and call him horse ; that 1 teai’ his letter into rags, so ; and 
that I til'ampl& upon it as I would upon his own villanous carcass, 
d’ye see.” So saying, ho d^lnced in a sort of fren^ upon the frag- 
ments, of tlie paper, which he had scattt'red about the roofu, to the 
inexpressible satisfaction of the triumvirate, who beheld #]ie scene. 
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The exciseman having got between him and the doo't, which was 
left oi)on fo» his escape, in case of necessity, «iffectod great con- 
fusion and surprise at his behaviour, saying, with an air of 
mortification, “Lord be merciful unto me! is this the way you 
treat your own relations, and the rccf)inmendation of your 
best friend ? Surely all gratitude and virtue has left this 
sinful world ! What will cousin Tim, ayd Dick, and Tom, and 
good mother Pipkin; and her .daughters cousin Sue, and Pruc, 
and Peg, with all the resf of our kinsfolks, say, when they hear of 
this unconscionable reception that I have met with ? Consider, sir, 
that ingratitude is worse tlian tlie sin of witchcraft, Jis the A])ostlo 
wisely observes ; and do not send me away A^ith such iinehristian 
usage, which will lay a heavy load of guilt upon your poor npser- 
ablo soul.” — “ Wliat, you arc on a cruise for a post, bn^ther 
Trickle, aii’t yc?” said Trunnion, iiitemiptifig him; “wo shall 
find a post for you in a trice, my boy. Hen*, Ihpes, take this saucy 

son of a b and belay him to the Avliiiiping-post in tjic yard. 

I’ll teffich you to rouse me in the moiniiig witli .such in^ertment 
messages.” 

Pipes, who wanted to carry the joke farther tlian the exciseman 
dreamt of, laid hold of him in a twunkling, and exe(?tited the orders 
of his commaiidor, not withstanding all his nods, w^inkiiig, and 
significant gestures, which the boatswain’s mate w'ould by no \jieans 
UTuh'rstaiid ; so that ho began to repent of the part ho acted in this 
performance, wmich w as like to end so tragically ; and sb)od fastened 
to tlfti stake, in a very disagreeahle s1al,e of suspense ; casting many 
a rueful look over his loft shoulder, wdiile Pijies was absent in quest 
of a cat-o’-iiinc-tails, iii expectation of being relieved by the inter- 
position of the lieutenant, who did not, however, ajiiiear. Tom, 
returning with the instrumOiit of correction, undressed the 
delinquent in a trice, and wliiaperiiig in his ear, that he was very 
sorry for being employed in such an otlice, but durst not for his soul 
disobey the orders of Ins commander, tlourisliod the scourge about 
his head, and with admirabk*. dexterity made sif-di a smarting 
application to the oil'ondcr’s liack and shoulders, that the distracted 
gauger performed sundry new' cuts wdth his feet, and bellowed 
Jiideously with pain, to the infinite satisfaction'-' of the spectators. 
At length, when he was almost flayed from his rump to the nape of 
his neck, Hatchw’ay, w'f?o had purposely absented himself hitherto, 
appeayed in the yard, and interposing in his behalf, jfte^ailed upon 
'irruiiiiion to call oil the exccutiond^, and ordered the iiialefjictor to 
be released. * 

The exciseman, mad with the catastrophe ho had undergone, 
threatened to be revenged upon his employers, bjimaking-a candid 
confession of tltte whole plot ; but the lieutenant^giving Jiim to under- 
stand, that in so doing, he would bring upon himself a prosecution 
for fraud, forgery, and imposture, lie was fain to put up with his 
loss ; and sneaked out of the garrison^ attended with a volley of 
curses diswliarged upon him by the conunodore, who was exceedingly 
irritated hy the disturbance and disappointment he had undergone. 
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CnAP, XV.— Tho Commodore doteits the Machinations of the Coiifipirator-*, and hires a 
Tutoi lor Peregsiue, whom he .•iottlos at Wiiichcater School. 

This was not the least alHiction he had suffered from the unwearied 
endeavours and uiiexhatistod inveiiticui of his tormentors, who 
harassed him with ^uch a variety* of mitjchievous pranks, that he 
bo^ran to think all the devils in hell had conspired against his peace ; 
and accordingly became very serious and contemplative on tho 
subject. 

In the course of hiffiiicditations, when lie recollected and compared 
the circumstances uf every inortilicaHon to which he had been lately 
exposed, ho could n^t help suspticting that some of them must have 
been contrived to vex him ; and, as ho was not ignorant of his 
lieutenant’s disposition, nor uiiac((uaiuted with tho talents of Pere- 
grine, Irtj resolved to observe thorn both for tho future with tho 
utmost c^re and cireiiinspfction. This resolution, aided Ry tho 
incautious condiu-t of the conspirators, whom, by this time, success 
had rendered l^iodloss and indiscreet, was attended with tho desired 
effect, lie in a little time, detected Perry in a new plot ; and by 
<liiit of a little chastisement, and a groat many throats, extorted 
from^iiim a confession of all tho contrivances in which he had been 
concerned. The commodore was thunderstruck ah, -the discovery, 
and so much iticensed against Hatchway for tho ])art he had ^cted 
in the whole, that he deliberated with himself, whether ho should 
demand satisfaction with sword and pistol, or dismiss him from tho 
garrison, and renounce all friendsliip with liiin at once. Bub he Iiad 
been so long accustomed to .lack’s company, that he could not livo 
without him ; and upon more cool retlectiou, i»ercoiving that what 
he had done was rather the effect of wantoiiuess tliau malice, which 
ho himself would have laughed to sec take place upon any other 
person, he detormiued to devour his chagrin, and extended his 
forgiveness cveti to Pipes, whom, in tho Hist sally of his iiassioii, ho 
had looked u])oii in a more criminal light tluui that of a simple 
mutineer This djjtormi nation w.is seconded by another, whieli ho 
thought absolutelj,^ necessary for his (»wii repose, and in which hi^ 
own interest, and that of his no])hew, concurred. 

Peregrine, ^^ho w.is now turned of twelve, had made such advances 
under thm instruction of .Icimi^gs, that he often disputed n])on 
grammar, and was soinetim<is thought to have tho better in his 
contests, with the parish-piiest, who, iiotwitlistandiiig this acknow- 
ledged superiority of his antagonist, did great justice to his genius, 
which he'assu red Mr. Trunnion would bo lost for w ai^t of cultivation 
if tho boy was not immediately sent to prosecute his studies at some 
proper seminary of learning. 

This maxim had been in<^rc than once inculcated upon the com- 
modore by Sirs. Trunnion, who, over and above the deference she 
paid to the parson’s ojiinioii, hfid a reason of her ow*n for wishing 
to see the house clear of Peregrine, at whoso prying disposition she 
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began to be very uneasy. Induced by these motives, which ivere 
joined by thfi solicitation of the youth himself, i^ho ardently longed 
to see a little more of the world, Jiis uncle determined to send him 
forthwith to Wiuclieater, luider the immediate care and inspection 
of a governor, to whom he allowed a vory** handsome appointment 
for that purpose. This gentleman, whoso name was Mr. Jacob 
Joher, had been school-fellow with tho jifirson of the i)arish, who 
rcc(»mmended him to Mrs. Trunnion as a person of great worth and 
learning, in every respect ciualiilcd for the oftice of a tutor. He 
likewise added, by way of eulogium, that he was a man of exemplary 
jiiety, and particularly zealous for tho honour of the church of which 
lie was a member, having been many years iiV holy orders, though 
he did nob then exercise any function of the priesthood. Indeed, 
Air. Jolter’s zeal was so exceedingly fervent, on some occasions, 
to got the better of liis discretion ; for, being a high churchman and 
of conseipieiice nmalcontoni, his resentment was habituated into an 
insurmountable prejudice against the present disposition df affairs, 
which* by confounding the nation with the ministry, sorneftimes i'ed 
him into erroneous, not to say absurd calculatioTis ; otherwise, a 
man of good morals, -well versed in mathematics aiul^school divinity, 
studios which had not at all contributed to sweeten and unbend the 
natural sourness and severity of his comjdcxion. 

This gentleman being destined to tho charge of superintending 
Perry’s ediicii^ion, everything was prejiarcd for their de])arture ; 
and ^oni Pipes, in consequence of his own petition, fut into livery, 
and apjiointed footman to tho young scpiire. Put, before they set 
out, the commodore [laid the compliment of communicating his 
design to Mr. Pickle, wlio approved of the idan, though he durst 
not venture to see tho boy ; so much wa.s ho intimidated by tlje 
remonstrances of his wife, wliose aversion to her first-born became 
every day more invctoiate and unaccountable. This unnatural 
caprice seemed to he su])poried by aconsidbration which, one would 
imagine, rniglit have rather \;inquislied her disgust. Her second 
son Gain, who was now in the fourth year of his^^age, had been 
rickety from the cradle, and as remarkably unpromising in appear- 
aiicci as Perry was agreeable in his person. As the deformity 
'increased, tlie mother’s fondness was aiigmeritea„,and the virulence 
of her hate against the^pther son .seemed to jircvail in tho same pni- 
portion. ' ^ 

Far from allowing Perry to ciyoy tho common privileges of a 
child, she would not suffer him to, /ipproach his father’s house, 
expressed uneasiness whenever his name happened to be mentioned, 
sickened at his praise, and in all respects behaved like a most 
rancorous step-mother. Though she no longer itetained fhat ridi- 
culous notion ei Ida being an impostof, she still continued to abhor 
him, as if she really believed him to be such ; and when any person 
desired to know the cause ot her surprising dislike, she always lost 
her temper, and peevishly replied, that^she had reasons of her own, 
which shb was not obliged to declare : nay, so much was she infected 
by this vidious partiality, that she broke off all commerce w^th hor 
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sigfcer-in-law and tlio commodore, because they favoured the poor 
child with their countenance and protection. ^ 

Her malice, however, was frustrated by the love and generosity 
of Trunnion, who, having adopted him as his own son, equipped 
him accordingly, and carried him and his governor in his own 
coach to tlie place of dcstiiuition, where they were settled on a very 
genteel footing, and eve^thing regulated according to their desires. 

Mrs. Trunnion bcliav^cl with ^rcat decency at the departure of 
her nephew, to whom, with a great many pious advices and in- 
juixctions to behave with submission and reverence towards his 
tutor, she presented a diamond ring of small value, and a gold 
medal, as tokens of Jier affection and esteem. As for the lieutenant, 
he accompanied them in the coach ; and sucli was the friendship 
lie had contracted for Perry, that when the commodore proposed to 
return, after having accomplished the intent of his journey, Jack 
absolutely refused to attend him, and signilied his resolution to stay 
where l^e was. 

Truni|^on was the move startled at this d( 3 cLiratioii, as Hii^tchway 
w!is become so necessary to liim in almost .all the purposes of his 
life, tliat he foresaw he should not be able to exist without his 
company. !N^3t a little affected with this consideration, he turned 
his eye ruefully upon the lieutenant, saying, in a piteous tone, 
“ Wiat I leave mo at last, Jack, after we have weathered so many 

hard gales together i I) my limbs ! 1 thought you had been 

more of an Ijonost heart : I looked U])on you as i*y foremast, and 
Tom Pipes as my mizou ; no w ho is carried away, if so be 9.S you 
go too, rny standing rigging being doc.ayed, cVyo see, the first squall 

will bring mo by the board. 1 ) yo, if in case T have given 

offence, can’t you speak above-board V and I shall make you 
amends. 

Jack, being ashamed to own the true situation of liis thoughts, 
after some hesitation, r'luswered with perplexity and incoherence, 

“No, d me ! that an’t the case neither : to be sure you always 

used me in ar^officer-Uko manner, that T must own, to give the devil 
his due, as the saying is ; but for all that, this here is the case, I 
liavo some thoughts of going to school myself to learn your Latin 
lingo : for, as tho»saying is, Better late mend than never : and I am 
informed as hof^ one can get more for tlie money here than any- 
where else.” • 

111 vaii^ did Trunnion endeavour to convince him of the folly of 
going to school at his years, Ijy representing that the boys would 
make game of him, and tlifit he would become a laughing-stock to 
all the world : he persisted in his resolution to sbiy, and the com- 
modoro was fatu to have recourse t(» the mediation of Pipes and 
Perry, who employed thoit influence with Jack, and at last prevailed 
upon him to return to the garrison, after Trunnion had promised he 
should bo at liberty to visit them once a month. This stipulation 
being settled, he and hisjriend took lesfve of the pupil, governor,* 
and attendant, and next morning set out for their habitation, which 
they reached in safety that same night. 
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Such was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave Perep;rine, that he is 
said, for the /irst time in his life, to have lookcSl misty at parting : 
certain I am, that on the road homewards, after a long pause of 
silence, which the commodore never dreamt of interrupting, he 

exclaimed all of a sudden, “ I’ll bo d if the dog ha’n’t given 

me some stuff to make me love him ! ” Indeed, there was something 
congenial in the disposition of these two fr^piids, which never failed 
to manifest itself in the sequel, howsoever dilFerfiit their education, 
circumstances, and conuedtions happened to be. 


Chap. XVI.— Peregrine distlngulahes hlmsplf among his Rchool-fcllow.«!, exposes his Tutor, 
and attracts the paiticular Notice of the Jtl aster. 

Thus left to the prosecution of his studies, Pere^grino was in a little 
time a 'distinguished character, not only for his acuteness appi!<3- 
hension, but also for that mischievous fertility of fancy, of which we 
have already given such pregnant examples. Jhit as tlmre was a great 
number of such luminaries in this new sphere to which ho belonged, 
his talents were not so conspicuous while they shone in his single 
capacity, as they afterwards appeared, when they concentrated^and 
reflected the raj^s of tjio whole constellation. 

At first he confined himself to piddling game, exercising his 
geniuS upon his own tutor, who attracted his atlcntion, by eu- 
dcavouriiig to season his mind with certain political maxims, the 
fallacy of which he had discernment enough to perceive. Scarce a 
day passed in which he did not find means to render Mr. Jolter 
the object of ridicule : his vj(»lent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, 
awkward solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, alfordcd continual 
food for the raillery, petulance, and satire his pupil, who never 
neglected an opportunity of laughing, and making others laugh, 
at his exjiense. ® 

Sometimes in llieir parties, by mixing brandy in his wine, he 
decoyed this j)cdagoguo into a debauch, during yhich his caution 
i«rsook him, and he exposed himself to the censurc^of the company. 
Sometimes, when the conversation turned upon intricate subjects, 
he practised upon him\ho Socratic method of couf^itation, and, 
under pretence of being informed,^ by an artful train oft puzzling 
questions insensibly betrayed him into i^lf-contradiction. 

All the remains of authority which he had hitherto preserved 
over Peregrine soon vanished ; so that, for the future, no sort of 
ceremony subsisted between them, and all Mr. .bolter’s precepts 
were conveyed iVi hints of friendly advice, whish the other might 
cither follow or neglect at his own pleasure. No wonder then that 
J?6regrine gave a loose tq his inclinations, and, by dint of genius 
and an eiit(jrprising temper, made a figuft) among the younger class 
of heroes in the school. 

Before h«> had been a full year at Winchester, ho had signalized 
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himself in so* many achievements, in defiance to the laws and regu- 
lations of the })lacef tliat he was looked upon with adftiiration, and 
actually chosen dnx^ or leader, by a large body of his contemporaries. 
It was not long before his fame reached the ears of the master, who 
sent for Mr. Jolter, cT)mmunicatcd to him the informations he 
had received, and desired him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
ard redouble liis vigihi^^co in time to come, else he should be 
obliged to make a, public example of his pupil for the benefit of 
the school. 

The governor, conscious of his own unimportance, was not a 
little disconcerted at tliis injunction, which it was not in his power 
to fulfil by any compulsive means. Ho therefore went home in a 
very pensive mood, and after mature deliberation, resolved to ex- 
postulate with Peregrine in the most familiar terms, and endeavour 
to dissuade him from practices vd ich nuglifc affect Ilia character as 
well as interest. He accordingly frankly told him the subject of 
the master’s discourse ; represented the disgrace he might incur by 
nt^lectinff this warning ; and, putting him in mind of hts own 
situation, hinted the c(;nsequciices of the commodore’s displeasure, 
in case he alioiyd bo brouglit to disapprove of his ennduct. These 
insinuations made the greater irnpresshui, as they were delivered 
with many expressions of friendship and concern. The young 
genllemau wfus not so raw, but that be could perceive the solidity 
of Mr. Jolter’a advice, to which he promised to cubiform, because 
his jirido wasenterested in the alfiiir ; and ho considered his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that infamy which*oven 
ill idea ho could not bo<ar. 

His governor, finding liiiu so reasonable, profited by these mo- 
ments of retlection ; and, in order to prevent a relapse, proposed 
tliat he should engage in some delightful study that w’ould agree- 
ably amuse his imagination, and gr.ulually detach him from llioso 
connections which liad* involved him in so many troublesome 
adventures. For this purpose, he, with many rapturous enco- 
miums, recomftiendcd the mathematics, as yielding more rational 
and sensible pleasures to a youthful fancy than any other subject 
of contemplation ; and actually begali to read Euclid with him that 
same afternoon. ^ ^ 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning with all that 
warmth of ajidication which boys commSuly yield on the first 
change of* study ; but he had scarce advanced bej^ond the Pons 
Asinornm, when his ardoui;^ abated ; the test of truth by demon- 
stration did not elovate him to those transports of joy w itli wliich 
his preceptor had regaled his expectation ; and before he arrived 
at the forty-sev<?nth proposition, he began to yawn drearily, make 
abundance of wry •faces, and thought himself but indifferently 
paid for his attention, when he shared the vast discovery of 
Pythagoras, and understood that the sqgaro of the hypotheiiuse 
was equal to the squares t)f the other two sides of a right-angled 
triangle. He was ashamed, however, to fail in his undertaking, 
tni persevered with great industry, until he had finished the fiwt 
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four books, acquired piano trigonometry, with tho method of alge- 
braical calcuilation, and made himself well aisqiiainted with the 
principles of surveying. But no consideration could prevail upon 
him to extend his inquiries farther in this science ; and he returned 
with double rolisli to hia former avocations, like a stream, which, 
being dammed, accumulates more force, and, bursting over its 
mounds, rushes down with double impetuosity. 

Mr. Jolter saw with awtouishmoiit and chagrin, but could not 
resist the torrent, llis behaviour was now no other than a series 
of license and eftrontery ; prank succeeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage wdth surprising velocity. Complaints were every 
day preferred against him : in vain were admi)nitioiis bestov/ed by 
the governor in j)rivate, and menaces discharged by the masters in 
public ; ho disregarded the tirsl, despised the latter, divested him- 
self of all manner of restraint, and proceeded ib. his career to such 
a pitch of audacity, that a consultation w'as hold upon the subject, 
in Avhich it was determined that tliis untoward spirit should bo 
humbled by a severe and ignominious ilogging for the very ngxt 
otrence he should commit. In the moan time, Mr. Jolter was 
desired to write in the master’s name to the commodore, requesting 
him to remove Tom I’ipes from the person of his nt‘phew% the said 
Pipes being a principal actor and abettor in all his malversations ; 
and to put a stop to the monthly visitations of the mutilated lieu- 
tenant, w'ho liad never once failed to use his permission, but came 
punctual to a* day, always fraught with some r|/?w^ invoiition. 
liidood, by this time Mr. Hatchway vvas as well known, and much 
better beloved, by every boy in the school than the master who 
instructed him, and always received by a ruiinber of scholars, who 
used to attend Peregrine when he went forth to meet his friend, 
and conduct him to his lodging with public testimonies of joy and 
apidause. 

As for Tom Pipes, ho was not so projierly the attendant of Pere- 
grine, as master of the revels to the whole school. Ho mingled in 
all their parties, and .superintended tho diversions, dtciding between 
boy and boy, as if he acted by commission under the great seal. 
He regulated their nu»tioii3 by liis whistle j instructed the young 
;^oys in the games of hustle-cap, leap-frog, aifd chuck-farthing ; 
imparted tc those of a more advanced age the scjences of cribbago 
and all-fours, togetliei^ with the method of stonning the castle, 
acting the comedy of Prince Artliur, and other pantoffiin^s, as they 
are commonly exhibited at sea; h,nd instructed the seniors, w'ho 
Averc distinguidhed by tho appellation bloods, in cudgel-playing, 
dancing tho St. Giles’s lionipipe, drinking flip, and smoking 
tobacco. These qualifications had rendered him •so ncceseary and 
acceptable to t)he scholars, that exclusive of Pjarry’s concern in the 
affair, his dismission, in all probability, would have produced some 
^ dangerous convulsion in the community. Jolter, therefore, know^^ 
ing his importance, informed his pupfl of the directions he had 
received, t, and very candidly asked how he should demean himself 
ill the execution ; for he durst not write to the commodore without 



75 


•A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE. 

this previous notice, fearing that the young gentleman, as soon as 
he should get an tnkliiig of the affair, would follow^ho example, 
and make liia uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it 
was the governor’s interest to keep concealed. Peregrine was of 
opinion that he sliould spare himself the trouble of conveying any 
complaints to the commodore ; and if questioned by the master, 
assure him he had complied with his desire : at the same time he 
promised faithfull,'^ to conduct himself with such circumspection 
for the future, that the masters should haVe no temptation to revive 
the inquiry. But the resfdution attending this extorted promise 
was too frail to last, and in less than a fortnight our young hero 
found himself entangled in an adventure from which he was not 
extricated with his usual good fortune. 


CgAP. XVJI.— Ho Ifl concerned in a dangerous A*h*enturc ulth a cortain (Virdenet— 
SohliioeA liiR IdcaH, cotniiiencc!) (ralliint, and acquainted with Miss Finllj 

Oauntlet. 

HFi and some his companions one day entered a garden in the 
suburbs, and, having indulged their a})petites, desired to know 
whi^. sati.sfactitm they must make for the fruit they had pulled. 
The gardener demanded what, in their opinion, was an exorbitant 
price, and t^cy with many opprobrious terms rcrased to pay it. 
The peasant, being surly and unti'actablo, insisted upon his right ; 
neither was ho deficient or sparing in the eloquence of vulgar 
abu.so. His guests attempted to retrofit ; a scuffle ensued, in which 
Peregrine lost his cap ; find the gardener, being in danger from the 
nuTiibor of his foes, called to his wife to let loose the dog, which 
inslantly flow to lits master’s assistance, and, after having toni tho 
leg of one and tho slMJulder of another, put the whole body of 
scholars to flight. Enraged at the indignity which had been 
offered them^they solicited a reinforcement of their friends, and, 
with Tom Pipes at their head, marched bfick to tho field of battle. ^ 
Their adversary seeing thorn approach, called his apprentice, who 
worked at tho dher end of the ground, to his assistance, armejl_ 
him with a mat»tock, while he himself wielded a hoe, bolted his 
door oti the inside, and, flanked with hisanan and mastiff, waited 
the attack without flinching. 

He haa not remained three minutes in this posture of defence, 
when Pipes, who acted as^he enemy’s forlorn hope, advanced to 
tho gate with great intrepidity, and, clapping his foot to the door, 
which was nono^of the stoutest, with the execution and despatch of 
a petard, split it jnto a thousand pieces. This sudden execution 
had an immediate effect upon the apprentice, who retreated with 
groat precipitation, and escaped at a postern ; but the master 

? laced himself, like another Hercules, in the broach ; and when' 
^ipM, blandishing his cudgel, stepped forward to ei^ago Jiim, 
levelled his weapon with such forge and dexterity at lys bc^, that 



76 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


had the skull been made of penetrable stuff, the iron edge must 
have cleft hiS'pate in twain. Caaemated aa he was, the instrument 
cub sheer even to the bone, on which it struck with such amazing 
violence, that sparks of real fire were pro^duccd by the collision. 
And let not the incredulous reader pretend to doubt tho truth of 
this plieuoiiionoii, until he shall liavo first perused the ingenious 
Peter Kolben’s Natural History of tho Oiipe of Good Hope, wlicro 
tho inhabitants commonly used to strike fire wnth the shin-bones of 
lions which had been killed in that part of Africa. 

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far from being disabled by the 
blow', in a trice retorted the compliment W'itli his truncheon, which, 
Jiad not Ills antagonist expeditiously slipped hks head aside, w'ould 
have Liid him breathless across his own threshold ; but, hap])ily for 
him, he received the salutation upon his lij^lit shoulder, wdiicli 
crashed beneath the stroke, and the hoc dri>pped instantly from his 
tingling hand. Tom, perceiving, and being unwilling to forego, .the 
advantage he bad gained, darted bis head into the bosom ofHhis son 
of eartii, and overturned him on the idaiii, being himsi-lf thfit instant 
assaulted by tlic mastiff, who fastened uprui the outside of his thigh. 
Feeling himself incommoded by this assailant in l\is rmr, ho quitted 
tlio prostrate gardener to the resentment of Ids assooiatts, who 
poured upon him in shoals, and turning about, laid hold with both 
his hands of this ferocious animal’s throat, which lie .s(iiieezed Villi 
such incrediblo^orcc and perseverance, that the creature quitted his 
hold ^ his tongue lolled out of his jaws, the blood started fiom his 
eyes,*and he swung a lifeless trunk betiveen the hands of his 
vaiKiuislier. 

It was w'ell for his master that he did not longer exist : for by 
this time he was overwlielined by such a multitude of foes, that Ins 
whole body scarce afforded points of contact to all the lists that 
d]-iiinrned ujioii it ; cunscquontly, to use a vulgar plirase, liis wind 
was almost knocked out, before Pipes had' leisure to iiitorp'oso in 
his behalf, and jan'snadc his offenders to desist, by representing 
that the wife had gone to alarm the neighhourhuoa, and that in 
all probability they would be intercepted in their return. They 
accordingly listened to his remuiistrancos, and im^iched homewards 
■^1 triumj>h, leaving tlio gardener in the embraces of his mother 
earth, from wliicli he li;^ not power to ino\e when lie wms fouml 
by his disconsolate lieljmiato and some friends wl^jin she had 
assembled for his assistance. Amqng these was a blackfanitli and 
farrier, wlio took eogniziinee of his cjk^’ca.ss, every limb (»f which 
having examined, he declared there was no bone broken j and 
taking out his fleam, blooded him plentifully as ho lay. Ho was 
then conveyed to his bed, from which he was ftot aVdo’to stir 
during a whole* month. His family coming upon tho parish, a 
formal complaint was made to the master of tho school, and Perc- 
•grille rei.j;rcsented as the .ringleader of ^loso who committed this 
barbarous assault. An inquiry was imnmdiately set on foot ; and 
the ariiclfls of impeachment being fully proved, our hero was 
sentenced be severely chastised in the face of the whole school. 
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This was a disgrace, the thoughts of which his proud heart could 
not brook. He resolved to make his elopement rather ihan undergo 
the punishment to which he was doomed ; and having signified his 
sentiments to his confederates, they promised one and all to stand 
by him, and either scretfn him from chastisement or share his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he appeared unconcerned 
on the day that was appyinted for his punishment ; and when he 
was called to his destiny, advanced tow'ards the scene, attended by 
the greatest part of^he scholars, who intimated their detenu iniition 
to the master, and proposed that Peregrine should bo forgiven. The 
superior behaved with that dignity of demeanour which became his 
place, represented Uio f<dly and ])resumption of their demand, 
reprehended them for their audacious proceeding, and ordered every 
boy to his respective station. They oboj’od his command, and our 
unfortunate hero wHs publicly h<'rs<'d. "a ierromn of all whom it 
iiii'iht concern. 

This disgrace had a very sensible ofTect n])on the mind of Pere- 
grine, wly.), having by this time passed the fourteenth year*of his 
age, began to ado})t the pride and sentiments of a man. Thus dis- 
hon()ur<ibly stigmatized, he was ashamed to appear in public as 
usual ; he was incensed against his comp iiious for their infidelity 
and irresolution, and plunged into a profound reverie that lasted 
sevcBil w'ceks, during which ho shook off his boyish connections, and 
fixed his view upon objects which he thought more W'orthy of his 
attention. « 

111 the course of his gymnastic exercises, at wdiich lie w’as very 
export, he contracted intimacies with several youths who were 
greatly his superitn’s in point of ago, and Avho, pleased with his 
aspiring genius and address, introduced him into jiarlics of gallantry 
w'hich strongly captivated his inclination. JIo was by nature par- 
ticularly adapted for succeeding in adventures of this kind : over 
and above a most engaging person that im[)roved witli his years, lie 
jicssessed a dignified assurance, an agreeable ferocity which enhanced 
the conquest <if the fair wrho liad the good fortune to enslave him, 
unlimited generosity, and a fund of humour which never failed to 
])lease. Nor was ho deficient in the more solid accomplishments 
of youth : he had*profited in his studies beyond expectation ; an(l_ 
besides that sensibility of discernment which is the foundation of 
taste, and in consequence of wliich he distinguished and enjoyed the 
beauties qf tlfe classics, he had already given several specimens of a 
very promising poetic talent. 

With this complexion aiid^hesc qualifications, no ivonder that our 
hero attracted the notice and affections of the young Delias in town, 
whose hearts IukI just begun to flutter for they know not what. 
Inquiries were madg concerning his condition ; aiidmo sooner were 
his expectations known, tlian he was invited and caressed by all 
the parents, -while the daughters vied with each other in treating ,, 
him with particular compls 3 lcency. He insliired love and chiulatiou 
wherever he appeared ; envy and jealous rage followed ef course ; 
80 that he became a very desirable, though a very ^ dangerous 
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acquaintance. His moderation was not equal to his succe&a : his 
vanity took t?io lead of liis passions, dissipating nis attention, which 
might otherwise have fixed him to one object ; and he was j>os8CSBed 
witli the rage of increasing the number of his conquests. With this 
view he frequented public walks, concerts, and .assemblies, became 
remarkably rich and fashionable in his clothes, gave entertainments 
to the ladies, and was in the utmost haz£V’;d of turning out a most 
egregious coxcomb. ^ 

While his character thus wa^■ored between the ridicule of some and 
the regard of others, an accident hap])ened, which, by contracting 
his view to one object, detached him from tliose vain pursuits that 
would in time have jdunged liiin into an abyss or folly and contempt. 
Being one evening at the ball which is always given to the ladies at 
the time of tlic races, the iiei'son who acted as^^mastor of the cere- 
monies, knowing how huid Mr. Pickle was of every opportunity to 
display himself, came up, and told him, that there was a fine young 
creature at the other cml of the nwmi, who seemed to hav% a great 
inclination to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, the gijntleinffii 
who attended her being in bools. 

Peregrine’s vanity being aroused at this intimatioji, he v/ent up 
to reoomioitro the young lady, and was struck with adnnration at 
lier beauty. Hhe seemed to be of liia own age, was tall, and, though 
slender, exquisitely shajicd ; her hair was auburn, and in such plenty, 
that the barlujity of dress had not laieii able to prevent it from 
shading both sides of her forehead, which was liigh »ind polislied ; 
the cl/iituiir of her face was oval ; her nose very little raised into the 
aquiline form, that contributed to the spirit and dignity of her 
aspect ; her mouth was small ; her lips plump, juicy, and delicious ; 
her teeth regular and white as driven snow ; her cnnqdexiou 
incredibly delicate, and glowing with health ; and her full blue eyes 
beamed forth vivacity and love : her mien was at the s;ime time 
comuiaiiding and engaging, her address perfectly genteel, and her 
whole appearance so cajitivating, that our young Adonis looked, and 
was overcome. * 

He no sooner recollected himself from his astonishment, than ho 
advanced to her with a graceful air of resj)ect, and begged she 
^*ould do him the honour to walk a minuet with fiim. She seemed 
particularly pleased with his application, and very frankly con- 
plied with his request. •This pair was too remarkable to escape the 
particular notice of the company ; Mr. Pickle was will irnown by 
almost everybody in the room, but his partner was altogether a 
new face, and of consctiuence uiulorw'ent the criticism of all tho 
ladies in the assom})ly. One whispered, “ She has a good com- 
plexion, but don’t you think she is a little awry ? ’^ a second pitied 
her for her maseiUinc nose ; a third observed, that she was awK>vard 
for want of seeing company ; a fourth distinguished something very 
*bold ill her countenance ; and, in short, tliere was not* a beauty in 
her wliole composition wllich the^glass of envy did not pervert into 
a blemish 

The inenf how’over, looked upon her with different eyes; among 
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them her appearance produced a universal murmur of applause ; 
they encircled the Apace on which she danced, and wesre enchanted 
by her graceful motion. While they launched out in tho praise of 
her, they expressed their displeasure at tho good fortune of her 
partner, whom they d — — d for a little finical coxcomb, that was 
too much engrossed by the contemplation of liis own person to 
discern or desexTC the fav)ur of his fate. Ho did not hear, thero- 
foro could not repi^je at these invoctives ; but wliile they imagined 
he indulged his vanity, a much more generous pixssion had taken 
possession of his heart. 

Instead of that petulance of gaiety for whicli he had been dis- 
tinguished in his pulJlic ap]>earance, he now gave manifest signs of 
ctuifusion and concern : he danced with an anxiety which impeded 
bis i)ei’fonnance, aii^ blushed to the eyes afc every false step he 
made. Though this extraordinary agitation mm overlooked by tho 
men, it could not escape the observation of the ladies, who perceived 
it with oqual surprise and resentment ; and when Peregrine led this 
fak" unknown to her seat, expressed thoir pique in an affected "titter, 
wdiich broke from every mouth at tho same instant — as if all of them 
had been inforgied by f he same spirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly mark of disapprobation, 
and, in order to increase their chagrin, endeavoured to miter into 
partkular conversation wutli their fair rival. The young lady herself, 
who neither wanted penetration nor the consciousness of her own 
accomplishmoBts, resented their behaviour, though she triumjihed 
at the cause of it, and gave her partner all the encouragement he 
could desire. Her mother, who was present, thanked liim for his 
civility in taking such notice of a stranger, and he received a com- 
pliment of the same nature from the young geiiLlemau in boc»ts, who 
was her own brother. 

Tf ho was charmed witli her apjiearancc, he was quite ravished 
with her discourse, whfbli wiis sensible, s]>irited, and gay. Her 
frank and spriglitly demeanour excited bis own confidence and 
good-hurnoiir ;*and he described to lier the characters of those 
temalea who had honoured them wdth such a spiteful mark of dis- 
tinction, in terms so replete with hiiiuorous satire, tliat she 
seemed to listeii^Vith particular complacency of attention, and 
distinguished every nymph thus ridiculed w'ith such a ai^iificant 
glance as overwhelmed her with chagrin •and mortification. In 
short, tlie|^ denied to reli.sh each other’s conversation, during 
which our young Damon acjjpiilted himself w’itli great skill in all 
the duties of gallantry : he laid hold tif proper opportunities to 
express his admiration of her charms, had recourse to tho silent 
rhetoric* of tendbr looks, breathed di^'ers insidious sighs, and 
attached liimaelf w'holly to her during the rcmainfng part of tho 
entertainment. 

"Wlien the Company broke up, he attended her to her lodgings, 
and took leave of her witfi a squeeze of* the hand, after having 
obtained permission to visit her next nioniiug, and beon^infornied 
by the mother that her name was Miss Emilia Gauntlet.* 
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All night long he closed not an eye, but amused 'himself with 
plans of plefsure, wliich his imagination suggusted in consequence 
of this new acquaintance. He rose with the lark, adjusted his hair 
into an agreeable negligence of curl, and dressing himself in a 
genteel gray frock trimmed with silver binding, waited with the 
utmost impatience for the hour of ten, which no sooner struck 
Ilian ho hied him to the place of appointment, and inquiring for 
Miss Gauntlet, was shown into a parlour. Here he had not w'aited 
above ten minutes, when Emilia entered in a Tiiost enchanting 
undress, W’ith all the graces of nature plajdiig about her person, 
and in a moment riveted the chains of his slavery beyond the power 
of accident to unbind. * 

Her mother lieiiig still abed, and her brother gone to give orders 
about the chaise, in which they proposed to return that same day 
to their own habitation, he enjoyed her company teie-a-iete a 
whole hour, during which he declared his love in the most pas- 
sionate terms, and begged that he might be admitted into the 
number of those admirers whom she permitted to visit adqro 
her. 

She affected to look upon his vow's and ju’otestatioi's as the 
ordinary effects of gallantry, and very obligingly as^iireu him that 
were she to live in that place she should be glad to see him often ; 
but as the spot on which she resided was at a considerable disUiuce, 
she could not expect he would go so far uj>ou such a trifling 
occasion, as lb take the trouble of providing hii^self with her 
mamma’s permission. 

To this favourable hint he answered with all the eagerness of the 
most fervid passion, that ho had uttered nothing but the genuine 
dictates of his heart ; that he desired nothing so much as an 
opportunity of evincing the sincerity of his professions ; and that, 
though he lived at the extremity of the kingdom, he would find 
means to lay himself at he** feet, provided^ he could visit her with 
her mother’s consent, W'hicli he assured her he would not fail to 
solicit. 

tShe then gave him to understand that her habitation was about 
sixteen miles from Winchester, in a village which she named, and 
^p^where, as he could easily collect from her discour’ae, he would he no 
unwelcome guest. “ 

In the midst of thi^ comm unication they were joined by Mrs. 
Gauntlet, who received him with great courtesy, thanking him 
again for his poliloness to Emy at the ball, and anticipated his 
intention by saying that she should h4 very glad to see him at her 
house, if ever his occasions should call him that way. 
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Chap. XVI IT.— tie Inquires into the Situalion of this young Lady with whom hp is 
mamourod — Klnpes frf.ni School— Is found by tho T^icuteimnt, conveyed to Winchcstor, 
and sonds a Letter with a copy of verses to bis Mistress. 

Hk was transported wiyi pleasure at this invitation, which he 
assured her he should not neglect ; and after a little more con- 
versation on gencraf topics, took his leave of the charming Emilia 
and her j^rudent mamma, who had perceived the first emotions of 
Mr. Pickle’s passion for her daughicr, and been at some pains to 
inquire about his family and fortune. 

Neither was Peregrine less inquisitive about the situation aiul 
pedigree of bis new mistress, who, lie barned, wa!« the only 
daughter of a licld-iflticer, who du^d bofoic bo bad it in bis power 
to make suitable provision for bis children ; that the widow live<l 
in a frugfil though <leccnt manner on her iiension, assisted by the 
bounty her relations ; that the sou carried arms as a volunteer 
iiAbe company wbieb bis father bad coimuandod ; and that Emilia 
bad been educated in London, at the expense of a rich undo, who 
was seized witlf the whim of marrying at the age of fifty-five ; in 
consequence of which bis niece Jiad returned to her mother, with- 
out apy visible dependence, except on lior own conduct and quali- 
fications. 

This account, tlioiigh it could not diminish his alfection, never- 
theless alarmed his pride ; for his uarm imagination had exaggefabed 
all his own prospects ; and be began to fear that his passion for 
Emilia might be thought to derogate from the dignity of liis 
situation. The struggle between his interest and love produced a 
perplexity which had Jiii evident cficct iipm his behaviour : he 
became pensive, solitary, and peevish ; avoided all public diver- 
sions ; and grew so reimM'kably negligent in his dress, that he was 
scarce distinguishable by his own acrpiaintance. This contention 
of thouglits c(^tiiiuod several weeks, at the end of which the 
charms of Emilia triuniplied over eveiy other consideration. 
Having received a supply of money from the commodore, who 
acted towards him*'with great gcncro.sity, ho ordered Pipes to put 
up some linen aiffl other necessaries in a sort of knapsack, vvhicli 
he could conveniently carry ; and^ thu.s attended, set out early one 
morning on for the village where his charmer lived, at which 
he ai rived DC fore two o’clock in tho afternoon ; having chosen this 
.method of travelling that ITis route might not be so easily dis- 
covered, as it must liave been had he hired liorses, or taken a place 
in the stage-coaclw 

1’he first thing he, did was to secure a convenientr lodging at the 
inn whore ho dined ; then he shifted him.self, and, according to 
the direction he had received, went to tho house of Mrs Gauntlet 
in a transport of joyous expectation. As he approached tho gate, 
his agitation increased ; he knocked with impatience and concern ; 
tho door opened, and ho had actually asked if Mrs. Gauntlet was 
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at home, before ho perceived that the portress was ho other than 
his dear En?ilia. She was not without emotioh at the unexpected, 
sight of her lover, who instantly recognising his charmer, obeyed 
the irresistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair creature 
in his arms. Kor did she seem o^ended at this forwardness of 
behaviour, which might have disideascd another of a less open 
disposition, or less used to the freedom of a sensible education ; but 
her natural frankness had been encouraged and improved by the 
easy and familiar intercourse in wdiicli she had been bred ; and 
therefore, instead of reprimanding him with a severity of look, 
she with great good-humour rallied him upon his assurance, which, 
slie obsen’ed, was undoubtedly the effect of his own conscious 
merit ; and conducted him into a parlour, where he found her 
mother, who, in very polite terms, expressed her satisfaction at 
seeing him within her house. 

After tea, Miss Emy proposed an evening walk, which they 
enjoyed through a variety of little copses and lawns, watered by a 
most* romantic stream, that quite enchanted the imaginatiop of 
Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from this agreeable exciir8i<m, 
H)i(l when our lover wished the ladies good night, Mrs. (launtlet 
insisted upon his staying to supper, and treated him with parti- 
cular demonstrations of regard and affection. As lier cc«*nomy 
W’as not cncijmberod with an unnecessary number of domestics, 
her own presence was often required in difreren*; parts of the 
hou&e, so that the young gentleman was supplied with frequent 
opportunities of i)roinotiiig his suit by all the tender oatlis and 
insinuations that his passion could suggest. Ho protested her idea 
had taken such entire possession of his heart, that finding himself 
unable to support her absence one day longer, he had quitted his 
studies, and left his gownnor by stealth, that ho inigh^ visit the 
object of his adoration, and bo blessed id her company for a few 
days without interruption. 

She listened to Ids addresses with such affability as denoted 
approbation and delight, and gently chid linn as a thoughtless 
truant, but carefully avoided the confession of a mutual flame ; 
because she discerned, in tlie midst of all his '‘tenderness, a levity 
of pride which she durst not venture to tj ust with such a declara- 
tion. Perhai)s shti Witk confirmed in this caution by her mother, 
who very wisely, in her (avilitie.M to him, inaintahieiV a sorb of 
ceremonious distance, which she thought not only requisite for the 
honour and interest of her family, blit likewise for her own excul- 
pation, should she ever be taxed with having encouraged or abetted 
him in the imprudent sallies of his youth ; yetJ^ notwithstanding 
this affected r(!si‘rve, ho was treated with such distinction by bbtli, 
that he was ravished with his situation, and became more atid more 
enamoured every day. ■ , ’ 

^ While he remained under the inffdenco of this sweet intoxie^ 
tion, hii. absence produced great disturbance at Winchester. /Mr, 
Jolter wa.i grievously afiSicted at his abrupt departure^ rwhi^ 
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alarmed him the more, as it happened after a long fit of melancholy 
which he had pfirceivcd in his pui)il. He comdiunicated his 
apprehensions to the master of the school, who advised him to 
apprise the commodore of his nephew's disappearance, and in the 
mean time inquire at ill the inns in town, whether lie had hired 
horses, or any sort of carriage, for his conveyance, or was met with 
on the road by any persttn who could give an account of the direc- 
tion in which ho trj,velled. • 

The scrutiny, tlicmgh performed with great diligence and minute- 
ness, was altogether ineffectual ; they could obtain no intelligence 
of the runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh distracted at the 
news of his flight ; ho raved with great fury at the imprudence of 

Peregrine, whom in his first transports lie d d as an ungrateful 

deserter ; then ho mirscd Hatchway and Pij>es, who lie swore had 
foundered the lad by their pornicions counsels ; and, lastlj^, trans- 
ferred his execrations upon Jolter, because ho had not kept a better 

look-out; finally, he made an apostrn])ho to that son of a b 

the gout# which for the present disabled him fmui searching^for his 
nephew in person. That ho might not, however, neglect any 
means in hisj^iowcr, ho immediately despatched exprossc's t.o all 
the sea-port towns on that coast, that lie might bo prevented from 
leaving the kingdom ; and the lieutenant, at his own desire, was 
aenUacross the country, in (piesi of this you-^g fugitive. 

Pour days had he unsuccessfully carried on hia. iiKjuirics with 
great accuraejr, when, resolving to re« urn by Winchester, w-horo 
ho hoped to meet with some hints of intelligence by which he 
might profit in hia future search, ho struck olf the common road 
to take the benefit of a nearer cut ; and finding himself benighted 
near a village, took uji hia lodgings at the first inn to wdiich his 
horse directed liiiii. Having bespoke something for supper, and 
retired to his cliamber, where ho amused himself with a pipe, he 
heard a confused noise df rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden 
interrii))tcd, after a short pause his ear was saluted with the voice 
of Pipes, wlio,«it tlio solicitation of the company, began to eiiteitain 
them with a song. 

Hatchway instantly recognised the woll-knovTii sound, in which, 
indeed, he coulcj^^ot possibly bo mistaken, as nothing in nature 
bore the least re-semblaiicc to it ; ho threw his pipe into the 
chimney, ancL snatcliing up oiio of his pTstols, ran imnietUately 
to the aji^^rfcment from whence the voice issued ; ho no sooner 
entered, than, distinguishing^ his (dd shipTiiate in a crowd of country 
peasants, lie in a moment sprang uiion liiin, and, clapping his pistol 

to hia breast, exclaimed, “D n yon, Pipes, you are a dead man, 

if you dtm’t immftdiatoly produce young master.” 

This menacing application had a much greater effect upon the 
oompany than upon Tom, who, looking at the lieutenant wi^ 
great tranquillity, replied, “^Vhy so 1 Master Hatchway,” — 
“What! safe and soundl” cried the other. “As a roach," 
anawered Pipes, so much to the satisfaction of his fridiid Jack, 
that he shook him by the hand, and desired hinl to pfoceed with 
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his song. This being performed, and the reckoning discharged, 
the two friedrls adjourned to the other room, \Hiere the lieutenant 
was informed of the manner in which the young gentleman had 
made his elopement from college, as well as of the other particulars 
of his present situation, as far as they had 'fallen within the sphere 
of liis comprehension. 

While they sat thus conferring togt'jther, Peregrine, having 
taken leave of his mistress for the night, came home, and was not 
a little surprised, -when Hatchway, entering his chamber in his 
sea attitude, thrust out his hand by way of salutation. His old 
pupil received him as usual, with great cordiality, and expressed 
his astonishment at meeting him in tliat place''; but when ho under- 
stood the cause and intention of his arrival, ho started with con- 
cern ; and, his visage glowing with indignatjon, told him ho was 
old enough to bo judge of his own conduct, and, when he should 
see it convenient, would return of himself ; bub those who thought 
ho was to bo compelled to his duty, would lind tlicinselvos egre- 
gionsly mistaken. « » 

Tlie lieutenant assured him, that for his own part ho had no 
intention to offer him the least violence ; but, at tl^e same time, ho 
represented to him the danger of incensing the commodore, who 
was already almost distracted on account of his absence ; and, in 
short, conveyed bis arguments, wliicli were etpially obviouw and 
valid, in such, expressions of friendship and rc'spoct, that Peregrine 
yielded to his remon8tran?es, and promised to accoiKpany him next 
day to Winchester. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the success of his negotiation, wont 
immediately to the ostler and bespoke a post-chaiso for Mr. Pickle 
and his man, with whom he afterwards indulged himself in a 
double can of rumbo, and, wlien the night was x)rotty far advanced, 
left the lover to his repose, or rather to the thorns of his own medi- 
tation ; for he slept not one moment, being incessantly tortured 
with the prospect of parting with his divine Emilia, who had now 
acquired the most absolute empire over his soul. One minute ho 
proi)oscd to depart early in the morning, without seeing this 
enchantress, in whoso bewitching presence ho durst not trust his 
own resolution ; then the thoughts of leaving her in such an 
abrupt and disrespectful manner interposed in favour of his love 
and honour. 'Phis waV of sentiments kept him all night upon the 
rack, and it was time to rise before he had detcrrnfiiectto visit his 
charmer, and candidly impart the motives that induced him to leave 
her. 

Ho accordingly repaired to her mother’s house with a heavy 
heart, being attended to the gate by Hatchway, \^ho did rtbt choose 
to leave him alone ; and being admitted, foiuid Emilia just risen, 
and, in his opinion, more beautiful than ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that Overspread his 
countenance, she stood in silent expectation of hearing some 
melancholy tidings ; and it was not till after a considerable pause, 
that he ccnlected resolution enough to tell her he was come to take 
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his leave. Though she strove to conceal her sorrow, nature was 
not to be suppressed : every feature of her countenance saddened 
in a moment ; and it was not without the utmost difficulty that 
she kept her lovely eyes from overflowing. Ho saw the situation 
of her thoughts, and, in»order to alleviate her conceni, assured her 
-he should lind means to see her again in a very few weeks ; mean- 
while he communicated Jiis reasons fur departing, in Which she 
readily acquiesced^ and having .mutually consoled each other, 
their transports of grief subsided : and before Mrs. Gauntlet came 
down stairs, they were in a condition to behave with groat decency 
and rcsignjition. 

This good lady expressed her concern when she learned his reso- 
lution, saying, she hoped his occasions and inclinations would 
permit him to favour them with his agreeable company another 
time. * 

The lieutenant, who began to be uneasy at Peregrine’s stay, 
knocked at the door, and, being introduced by his friend, had 
th,e hont^ir of breakfasting with the ladies ; on which oc-casioii 
his heart received such a rude shock from the charms of Emilia, 
that he afterwards niado a merit with his friend of having 
constrained hiSiself so far, as to forbear commencing his professed 
rival, 

At^length they bade adieu to their kind eiiterbamers ; ami in less 
than an hour setting out from the inn, arrived about two o’clock 
in Winchester, wdiore Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed witli joy at 
their appearance. • 

The nature of this adventure being unknown to all except those 
w^ho could be depended upon, everybody who inquired about the 
cause of Peregrine’s absence, was told that ho had been with a 
relation in the country, and the master condescended to overlook 
his indiscretion ; so that Hatchway, seeing everything settled to 
the satisfaction of his f/iend, returned to the garrison, and gave 
the commodore an account of his ex])editioii. 

The old gentienian was very much startled when he heard there 
was a lady in the case, and very emphatically observed, that a 
man had bettor be sucked into the gulf of Florida than once get 
into the indraught?' of a woman ; because, in one case, ho may with 
good pilotage bniig out his vessel safe between the Bahamas and 
the Indian shore ; but in the other there iff no outlet at all, and it 
is in vain Jp Arive against the current j so that of course he must 
be embayed, and run chuck upon a lee-shore. He resolved, there- 
fore, to lay the state of the case before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, and 
concert such measures with him as should be thought likeliest to 
detach his son fitiiii the pursuit of an idle amour, which could not 
fail of interfering in a dangerous manner with the plan of his 
education. 

In the mean time, Perry’s ideas w^ere simply engrossed by his 
amiable mistress, who, wlnfther he slept dr worked, was still pre- 
aent in his imagination^ which produced the folWiug tftanzas in 
her praise • 
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Adieu ! ye streams that smoothly flow ; 

Ye vernal airs that softly blow ; 

Ye plains, l)y blooming spring array'd ; * 

Ye birds that warble through the shade. 

Unhurt from you my soul could fly, 

Nor drop one tear, nor heave one tigh ; 

But forced from Celia’s charms to part, 

All joy deserts my drooping heart. 

O ! fairer than the rosy morn, 

When flowers the dbwj' fields adorn ; • 

Uiiftiillied as the genial ray, 

That warms the balmy breeze of May ; 

Thy cliaims divinely bright appear, 

And add tiew splendour to the year; • 

Improve lite day with fresli delight, 

And gild with joy the dioary night. 

This juvenile production was enclosed in a very tender billet to 
Emilia, and committed to tlie charge of Pipes, who was ordered to 
set out for Mrs. (Gauntlet’s liabitjttion with a present of venison, 
and a c^nnpliiucnt to the ladies ; and directed to take som#^ oppor- 
tunity of delivering the letter to miss, without the knowledge of her 
mamma. 


C’HAr. XIX. — His Messenger meets with a Misfortune, to which he applies a very wKtra- 
uidinar^ Kxiicdicut that is attended with strange Consequences. 

As a Jitage-coach passed within two miles of the village where she 
lived, Tom bargained with the driver for a scat on the box, and 
accordingly departed on tins message, though he was but inditfor- 
cntly qualified for commissions of such a nature. Having received 
particuhir injunctions about the letter, he resolved to make that 
the chief object of his care, and very sagaciously conveyed it be- 
tw'ecn tlie stocking and the solo of his fo^)t, where he thought it 
would be perfectly secure from all injury or accident. Here it 
remained until ho arrived at the inn where he had formerly lodged, 
, wlien, after having refreshed himself with a diaugfft of beer, lie 
pulled oft’ his stocking, and found the poor billet sullied with d^ist, 
and tom in a thousand tatters by the motion of his foot in walking 
*^’thc last two miles of his journey. Thunderstwick at this phe- 
nomenon, he uttered a^loud whew ! which was succeeded by an 

exclamation of “D iny old shoes ! a bite by G — ” then ho 

rested his elbows on tlie table, and his forehead upon his •two fists, 
and in that attitude deliberated with iiimsolf upon the means of 
remedying this misfortune. 

A.S he was not distracted by a vast number oi^ ideas, Ije soon 
concluded that Jiia host expedient w’ould be to employ the dork of 
the i^arish, who ho knew was a groat scholaif, to write another 
epistle according to the directions he should give and never 
Mreaming that the mangled original wcij^ld in the least facilitate 
this Bcheipe, ho very wisely committed it to the flames, that it 
• might never rise up in judgment against him. 
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Having takjsn this wise step, he went in quest of the scribe, to 
whom he communicyited his business, and promised a^full pot by 
way of gratification. The clerk, who was also schoolmaster, proud 
of an opportunity to distinguish his talents, readily undertook the 
task ; and repairing witfc his employer to the inn, in less than a 
quarter of an hour produced a morsel of eloquence so much to the 
satisfaction of Pipes, tliat he squeezed his hand by way of acknow- 
ledgment, and doubled hi^ allowance of beer. This being discussed, 
our courier betook himself to the Rouse of Mrs. Gauntlet with the 
haunch of venison and this succedaneous letter, and delivered his 
message to the mother, who received it with great res])ect, and 
many kind inquiries ^ibout the health and welfare of his nnister, 
attempting to tip the messenger a crown, which he absolutely 
refused to accept, in conso(pience of Mr. Pickle's rei)eated caution. 
"Wliile the old gentlewoman turned to a servant in order to give 
directions about the disposal of Hie present, Pipes looked upon 
this as a favourable occasion to transact his business with Emilia, 
and therefore sliutting one eye, wdth a jerk of his thumb towards 

left slfoulder, and most significjiub twist of his countenance, 
he beckoned the young lady into another room, as if he had been 
fraught witli something of consequence, whicli he wanted to impart. 
She understood the hint, howsoev^ strangely communicated, and, 
by stepping to one side of the roum, gaVo; him an ox)portunity of 
siiX^pihg the epistle into her haii^ wjjj^'iie gently squeezed at the 
same time in token of I'ogard : then throwing a sid -glance at the 
mother, whose^ack was turned, clapped his finger on the .side qf his 
nose, thereby recommending Hccrccy and discretion. 

Emilia, conveying tlie letter into her bosom, could not help 
smiling at Tom’s iiulitoness and dexterity ; but lost her mamma 
should detect him in tlie execution of lii.s pantomime, she broke ofl' 
this intercourse of signs, by asking aloud when he ]>roposed to set 
out oil his return to Wimjhester ^ When ho answered, To-morrow 
morning.” Mrs, Gauntlet recommended him to tho hospitality of 
her own footnijm, desiring him to make much of Mr. Pipes below, 
W'here he was Ifeiit to sup^ier, and very cordially entertained. Our 
young heroine, impatient to read her lover’s billet, which made 
her heart throb wiWi rapturous cxpecbition, retired to her chamber 
as soon as possible, with a view of perusing the contents, which were 
these : — ^ 

“ Divine J^ipriTss op my Soul,— I f tlip rofult'cnl flames of your boauty had not 
eyjipirt'atod the particles of my transported brain, and bourdied my inUllects into a 
cinder of stolidity, perhaps ih<» resiHeudency of my passion might shine lllustiiona 
through the sable ouitalu of iny ink, and in sublimity transcend the galaxy itself, though 
wafted ou tho pinions ot a gray goose quill ! But, ah ! uelcstial encbaiitress ! the 
necromancy of iliy Cyrannlral charms hath fettered my faculties with adamantine 
chains, which, unless thy compassion shall melt, I must eternally remain in the. Tar>i 
tarean gulf*'Jt dismal despair. Vouchsafe, therefore, 0 thou biighttfst luminary of this 
tcrrnitrlal spheral to warm, as well as shine; and let the genial. rays of thy benevo- 
lence melt the Icy emanations of thy disdain, which hath frozen up the spirits of angelto 
pre-emineneo,— luy most egregious admirer and superlative slave, 

• '■ “PKhEhMNB Pickle.” 

Never was astonishment more jicrplexing than that^cJ Emilia, 
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when she read this curious composition, which she rejTeated verba- 
tim three tiiijca before she would credit the evidence of her own 
senses. She began to fear in good earnest that love had produced 
a disorder in her lover’s understanding ; but after a thousand con- 
jectures by which she atteinjited to account* for this extraordinary 
fustian of style, she concluded that it Avas the cirect of mere levity, 
calculated to ridicule the passion he had f()rmcv\y professed. Irri- 
tated by this supposition, she rpsolved to balk his triumph with 
afieeted indiflerenee, and in the mean time endeavoured to expel 
him from that place which he i>ossesse(l wdthin her heart. And 
indeed such a victory over her inclinations might have been ob- 
tained without great difhculty ; for she tuij-'iyed an easiness of 
temper that could accommodate itself to the emergencies of her 
fate ; and her vivacity, by amusing her imagination, presented her 
from the keener sensations of sorrow. Thus hetermiiiod and dis- 
posed, she did not send any sort of answer, or the lea.st token of 
remembrance by Pipes, who was suffered to depart with a general 
coinplipient from the mother, and arrived at Winchester ethe iie;jit 
day. 

Peregrine’s eyes sparkled when he saw his messenger coirio in, 
and he stretched out his hand in full confidence of deceiving some 
particular mark of his Emilia’s aflection ; but how was he con- 
founded, when he found his hojie so cruelly disa])pointed ! Ijii an 
instant his countenance fell. He stood for some time silent and 
abashed, then 'thrice repeated the interrogation of0“What! nob 
one word from Emilia ? ” and dubious of his courier’s discretion, 
inquired minutely into all the particultirs of his rooeption. He 
asked if he had seen the young lady, if she 'was in good health, if 
he had found an ojiportiinity of delivering liis letter, a^d how' she 
looked when he put it into her hand ? Pipes answered, that he 
had never seen her in better health or higher spirits ; that he had 
managed matters so as not only to presentt^the billet unperceived, 
but also to ask lier coniTiiand.s in private before ho took his leave, 
when she told him that the letter required no reply, v This last cir- 
cumstance he considered as a manifest mark of disrespect, and 
gnawed his lips with resentment. Upon further reflection, however, 
he supposed that she could nob conveniently writiTby the messenger, 
and would undoubtedly favour him by the post. ’J'nis consideration 
consoled him for the pjesent, and ho waited impatiently for the 
fruits of his hope ; but after he had seen eight days d?ap^ without 
reaping the satisbietion with which he had flattered himself, his 
temper forsook him, he raved against (lie whole sex, and was seized 
with a fit of sullen chagrin ; hut his jiride in a little time came to his 
assistance, and rescued him from the horrors of the melancholy fiend. 
He resolved to rc^torb her own neglect upon his yngrateful mistress ; 
his countenance gradually resumed its former serenity ; and though 
Jby this time ho w'as pretty well cured of his foppery, ho appeared 
* again at public diversions* with an air of gaiety and unconcern, that 
Emilia mi(ght have a chance of hearing how much in all likelihood 
he disregarded her disdain. 
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There are never wanting certain officious persons, who take plea- 
sure in promoting •intelligence of this sort. His b^aviour soon 
reached the ears of Miss Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the opinion 
she had conceived from his letter ; so that she fortified herself in 
her former sentiments, «,n(l bore his iiidiflbrcnce with great jihilo- 
sophy. Thus a correspondence, wliich liad commenced with «all 
tlie tundornoss and sincei^ty of love, and eveiy promise of duration, 
was interrupted in its infancy by, a misunderstanding occasioned 
by tile simplicity ofVipes, who never once reflected upon the con- 
sequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by these means suppressed for 
the present, it was not altogether cxtinguislied, but glowed in secret, 
though even to themselves unknown, until an occasion, whicli after- 
wards oflfered, blew up the latent flame, and love resumed liis 
empire in their brotsts. While they movnl, as it were, without 
the sphere of each other’s attraction, tlie commodore, fearing that 
Perry was in danger of involving himself in some pernicious eii- 
gaj'ement^ resolved, by advice of Mr. Joltei* and his friend the 
jiarish ])rio'st, to recall him from the place where he had contracted 
such imprudent connections, and send him to the university, where 
his education ftiighb be completed, and his fancy weaned from all 
puerile amusements. 

TIy» plan had been proposed to his own father, who, as hath 
been already observed, stood always neuter in everything that 
corieerned his^ eldest son ; and as for Mrs. Pickle, she had never 
hoard his name mentioned since his departure with Jiny degree of 
temper or traiKpiillity, except when her husband informed her that 
he was in a fair way of being ruined by this indiscreet amour. It 
was then she began to applaud her own foresight, which had dis- 
cerned the mark of reprobation in that vicious boy, and launched 
out in conqiarison between him and (ianimy, wlio, she observed, 
was a child of uncominoit parts and solidity, and, with the blessing 
of (iud, would be a comfort to his parents, and an oriLiment to the 
faiiiily. 

Should T affirm tliat this favourite whom she commended so much, 
was in every respect the reverse of what she described ; that he was 
a boy of moan cj|^[3acity, and, though remarkably distorted in his 
body, much nior^ crooked in his disposition ; and that slie had per- 
suaded her husband to espouse her opinioiif tliough it W'as contrary 
to common sefise, as well as to his own perception ; — I am afraid the 
reader will think I represent a monster that never existed in nature, 
and bo apt to condemn tlie economy of my invention : nevertheless, 
there is nothing more true than every circumstance of what 1 have 
advanced ; and k wi.sh the picture, singuiiu* as it is, may not be 
thought to resemble jnorc than one original. ,• 
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Chap. XX.— Peregrine la summoned to attend bis Uncle— la more and more hated by bis 
own Mother— Appeals to bis Father, whose Condescension is defeated by the Dominion 
ofblsWifc. 

But, waiving these reflections, let ua return to Peregrine, who 
received a summons to attend his uncle, and in a few days arrived 
with Mr. Joltor and Pipes at the garrison, which ho filled with joy 
and satisfaction. The alteration, which, during his absence, had 
happened in hia person, wa.s very favourable to his Hpjiearance, 
which, from that of a comely boy, was converte^l into that of a most 
engaging youth. He was already taller than a middle-sized man, 
his shape ascertained, his sinews well knit, his mien greatly im- 
proved, and his whole figure as elegant and gjaceful as if it had 
been cast in the same mould with the Apollo of Belvidere. 

Such an outside could not fail of prepossessing pcojile in hi.s 
favour.^ The commodore, notwithstanding the advantageous re- 
ports he had heard, found hia expectation exceeded in the person 
of Peregrine, and signified his approbation in the most sanguine 
terms*. Mrs. Trunnion was struck with his geiiteeL address, and 
received him with uncommon marks of complacency and aifection : 
lie W'as caressed by all the people m the neighbourhood, who, while 
they admired his accomplishments, could not help ..pitying* his 
infatuated motl*er, for being deprived of that unutterable delight 
whicli^any other parent would have enjoyed in tlie Contemplation 
of such an amiable son. 

Divers efforts were made by some well-disposed people to con- 
quer, if pos.sible, this monstrous prejudice ; but their endeavours, 
instead of curing, served only to inflame the distemper, and she 
never could bo jirevailed upon to indulge him with the least mark 
of maternal regard. On tlie contrary, her priginal disgust degene- 
rated into such inveteracy of hatred, that she left no stone.unturned 
to alienate the commodore’s affection for this her innocent child, 
and even practised the most malicious defamation lo accomplish 
her puri^ose. Every day did she abuse her husband’s ear with 
some forged instance of Peregrine’s ingratitude his uncle, well 
' knowing that it would reach the commodore’s knov4edge at night, 
Accordingly Mr. Picliio used to tell him at the club, that his 
hopeful favourite had ridiculed him in such a company, and 
asjHjrscd his spouse upon another occasion ; and thus detail the 
little scandalous issue of his own wife’s invention. Luckily Jor 
Peregrine, the commodore paid no great regard to the authonty of 
his informer, because he knew from what channel, his inteUigence 
flowed ; besides,, the youth had a staunch friend in Mr. Hatchway, 
who never failed to vindicate him when he Vas thus unjustly 
accused, and always found argument enough to confute the asseiv 
‘^ions of his enemies. But, though Truiyiion had been dubious of 
the young gentleman’s principles, anddeu to the remonstrances of 
the lieutenant, Perry was provided with a bulwark strong enough 
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to defend hiiji from all such assaults. This was no other than his 
aunt, whoso regard, for liim was perceived to increase in the same 
proportion as his own mother's diminished ; and, indeed, the aug- 
mentation of the one was, in all probability, owing to the decrease 
of the other : for the |j^wo ladies, with great civility, performed all 
the duties of good neighbourhood, and hated each other most 
piously in their hearts. 

Mrs. Pickle, having Been disobliged at the splendour of her 
sister’s new equipajfe, had, ever since that time, in the course of 
her visiting, endeavoured to make people merry ■with satirical 
jokes on the poor lady’s infirmities ; and Mrs. Trunnion seized the 
very first opijortunit^ of making reprifwils, by inveighing against 
her unnatural behaviour to her own child ; so that Peregrine, as 
on the one hand he was abhoiTed, so on the other was 1\6 caressed, 
in consequence of this contention ; and 1 firmly believe that the 
most efiectual method of destroying his interest .at the garrison, 
would have been the show of countenancing him at his father’s 
house j but, whether this conjecture bo reasonable or chim^prical, 
certain ilf is the experiment was never tried, and therefore Mr. 
Peregrine ran no risk of being disgraced. The commodore, who 
assumed, and justly too, the whole merit of his education, was now 
as proud of the youth’s improvements as if ho had actually been 
his own ofispring ; and sometimes his atFection rose to such a pitch 
of cifthusiasm, tliat he verily believed him to be the issue of his 
own loins. Notwithstanding this favourable predica;nent in w^bich 
our herb stood^with liis aunt and her husband, he could notchelp 
feeling the injury ho suffered from the caprice of his mother ; and 
though the gaiety of his disposition hindered him from afflicting 
himself with reflections of any gloomy cast, ho did nut fail to 
foresee, that if any sudden accident fc-liould deprive liim of the 
commudore, ho would in all likelihood find himself in a very dis- 
agreeable situation. Prompted by tliis consideration, he one 
evening accompanied his uncle to the club, and was introduced to 
bis father, before that >vorbhy gentleman had the least inkling of 
his arrival. • 

Mr. Gamaliel was never so disconcerted as at this rencounter. 
His own disposition would not suffer him to do anything that 
might create th# least disturbance, or interrupt his evening’s 
enjoyment ; so strongly was he impressed ^vith the terror of his 
wife, that ho^durst not yield to the tranquillity of his temper : 
and, as I*have already observed, his inclination was perfectly 
neutral. Thus distracted between different motives, when Perry 
was presented to him, he sab silent and absorbed, as if he did 
not or Would not perceive the application ; and when he was urged 
to declare himself by the youth, who pathetically tu^gged to know- 
how he had incurred his displeasure, he answered, in a peevish 
Btr.am, “ Wh)^, good now, child, what would you have me to do? 
your mother *can’t abide ypu.” — “ If my -mother is so unkind, I 
■will not call it unnatural,*’ said Peregrine, the tears of indignation 
starting from his eyes, as to banish me from her pr^ence and 
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affection, without the least cause assigned ; I hope you will not be 
so unjust as espouse her barbarous prejudice.'' 

Before Mr. Pickle had time to rejdy to this expostulation, for 
which he was not at all prepared, the commodore interposed, and 
enforced his favourite’s remonstrance, by telling Mr. Gamaliel tliat 
he was ashamed to see any man drive in such a miserable manner 
under his wife’s petticoat. “As for my O’vn part,” said he, raising 
his voice, and assuming a look of importance and command, 
“before I would sutler myself to be steerod all weathers by any 
woman in Christendom, d’ye see, I’d raise sucli a hurricane about 

lier ears, that ” Hero he was interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, 

who, thrusting his head towards the door, in the attitude of one that 
listens, cried, “ Ahey ! there’s your spouse come to pay us a visit.” 
Trunnion’s features that instant adopted a new disposition ; fear 
and confusion took possession of his countenance ; his voice, from 
a tone of vociferjition, sank into a Avhisper of, “Sure, you must be 
mistaken, Jack ; ” and, in great perplexity, ho wiped off the sweat 
whicli had sbirted on his forehead at this false alarm. .The lieu- 
tenant, having thus ])unishcd him for the rodomontade ho had 
uttered, told liim, with an arch sneer, that ho was deceived with 
the sound of the outward door creaking upon its hinges, which he 
mistook for Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and desired him to proceed witli 
his admonitions to Mr. Pickle. It is not to bo denied thaWtliis 
arrogance was a little unseasonable in the commodore, a\1io was in 
all respects as'^effectually subdued to the dominion his wife as 
tlie Iverson whose submission he then ventured to condemn ; with 
this difference of disposition — Trunnion’s subjection was like that 
of a bear, chequered with fits of surliness and rage; whereas 
Pickle bore the yoke like an ox, without repining. No wonder, 
then, that this indolence, this sluggisluiess, this stagnation of 
temper, rendered (iamahel incapable of w it li. standing the argu- 
ments and importunity of his friends, *to whicli he at length 
surrendered. He ac(iuie.scod in the justice of their observations ; 
and, taking his son by tlie hand, promised to favoi^v liim for the 
future wdth his love and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable resolution did not last. Mrs. Pickle, still 
dubious of liis constancy, and jealous of his ccWnmunication with 
the commodore, never failed to interrogate him every night about 
the conversation I bat happened ac the club, and to regulate her 
exhortations according to the intelligence she receifed.^ He w^as 
no sooner, therefore, safely conveyed to bed (that academy in which 
all notable wives communicate their lectures), wdion her catechism 
Ijegan ; and she in a moment perceived something reluctant and 
equivocal in her husband’s answers. Aroused at this discoverjq she 
employed her iuQucnce and skill wdth such success, that he disclosed 
every circumstance of what had happened ; and after having sus- 
^taiiied a most severe rebuke for liis simplicity and indiscretion, 
humbled himself so far 'as to promise** that he would next day 
annul tht\* condescension he had made, and for ever renounce the 
ungracious (pbject of her disgust. This undertaking w^as punctually 
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performed ii> a letter to the commodore, which she herself dictated 
in these words 

‘•Sir, — ^AV bereas my goodnature being last night imposed upon, 1 was persuaded to 
rountenuncQ and promise I know not what to that vicious youth, whose parent X have the 
misfortune to be; I desire you will take notice that I revoke all such countenance and 
promises, and shall nevor look^pon that man as my friend who will henceforth, In such 
H cause, solicit,— Sir, yours, &e. 

“Oam. Pickle.” 

t 


Cri.vr. XXL— Tiunnion is Qpragod at the condiict of Pickle — Peregrine resents the Injustice 
(tflua .Mother, to wliom ho expUiinK Iuh Sentiinents in a LrttiT — Is Knteiod at llio 
Unlveirtity of Oxfoiil, where he signalizes limiself as ix Youth of an onterpnsnig 
(hniu.s. 

• 

I !\SPEAKA 1 JLE were the ti’canspoWp of rage to which Trunnion was 
incensed by this absurd renunciation : lie tore the letter w'ilh his 
gums (teeth he had none), spit with furious grimaces, in token of 
the coiittjinpt ho entertained for the author, whom he nfit only 
dcimnod as a lousy, scabby, nasty, scurvy, skulking, lubberly 
noodle, but. •esolved to challenge to single combat with tire 
and sword ; but he was dissuaded from this violent measure, and 
apiieasod by the intervention and advice of the lieutenant and 
Mr. •loiter, who represented the message as the otfect of the poor 
man’s intinuity, for which ho was rather an object, of pity than of 
rosoufcment, atid turned the stream of his indignation against the 
wife, whom he reviled accordingly. ISior did Peregrine himself 
boar Avith patience this injurious declaration, the nature of which 
ho nf) sooner understood from Hatchw^ay, tlian, eipially shocked and 
oxas])eratcd, he retired to his apartment, and, in the first emotions 
of his ire, produced the following cpi.slle, which was immediately 
conveyed to his mother : — 

“ M MJAM, — Had naturo Inrincd me a bugbear to the Hizht, and iu’^plred me with a soul 
as vicious as niy hody was detestahle, perhaps I might lisve uijoyed particular in.irkH of 
your .iirectlou and •itplause ; seeing you liavo persecuted me with sucli unnatural aver»ion, 
for no other viable rca.son than that of my differing i-o widely in shape as well as dls- 
poflition fnim th»\t deformed urchin who is the oliject of your tenderness ami care. If tliose 
DO the terms on which aluuo I can obtain your tavoiir, X pray God you may never cease to 
hate,— Madam, yuur ^mdi-liijured flou, Perkouine Ph'ki.e.'* 

This letter, which noLliing but his passio^ and inexperience could 
excuse, had f^uch an ctfect upon his mother .as may bo ea.sily con- 
ceived. film was enraged to a degree of frenzy against the Avritcr ; 
though, at the same time, she considered the whole as the produc- 
tion of Mrs. Trunnion’s particular pique, and represented it to her 
husban^ as an ^sult that ho was bound in honour to resent, by 
breaking off all correspondence with the commodor§ and his family. 
This was a bitter jlill to (tamaliel, who, through '•a long course of 
years, was ap habituated to Trunnion’s coinjiany, that he could as 
easily have parted witli a l^mb as have relinquished the club all at-' 
once. He therefore ventured to represent his own incapacity to 
follow her advice, and begged that he might, at least^ 6o allowed 
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to drop the connection gradually, protesting that ho* would do his 
endeavour give her all manner of satisfaction. 

Meanwhile preparations were made for Peregrine’s departure to 
the university, and in a few weeks he set out, in the seventeenth 
year of his age, accoinpjinied by the saiAe attendants who lived 
with him at Winchester. His undo laid strong injunctions upon 
him to avoid the company of immodest tvomen, to mind liis learn- 
ings to let liiin hear of his welfjire as often as Ije could find time to 
w'l’itc, and settled his ai)i)ointinenta at the rate of five hundred a 
year, including his governor’s salary, which was one-fifth part of 
the sum. 1’he heart of our young gentleman dilated at the 
prospect of the figure he should make with such a handsome 
annuity, the management of which was left to his own discretion : 
and ho amused liis imagination with the imjjst agreeable reveries 
during his journey to Oxford, which ho pertormed in two days. 
Here, being introduced to the head of the college, to whom he had 
been recommoiidod, accommodated with genteel apartments, entered 
as a gwitleman commoner in the books, and ])rovided with fr judicieus 
tutor, instead of returning to the study of Oreek and Latin, in 
which he thought himself alrefuiy sufficiently ^ instructed, ho 
renewed his acquaintance with some of his old Bch<>ol-fellows, 
whom ho found in the same situation, and was by them initiated 
ill all the fashionable diversions of the place. • 

It was not long before ho made himself remarkable for his spirit 
and humour, which were so acceptable to the bucks* of the univer- 
sity, •that ho was admitted as a member of their corporation, and in 
a very little time became the most conspicuous personage of the 
whole fraternity. Not that ho valued himself upon his ability in 
smoking the greatest number at pijies, and drinking the largest 
quantity of ale ; these were qualifications of too gross a nature to 
captivate his refined ambition. He piqued himself on his talent 
for raillery, his genius and taste, his personal accomplishments, 
and his success at intrigue. Nor were his excursions confined to 
the small villages in the neighbourhood, which «are commonly 
visited once a week by the students for the sake of carnal recrea- 
tion. Ho kejit his own hoi-sos, traversed the whole country iu 
parties of pleasure, attended all the rficos wiMjin fifty miles of 
Oxford, and iiia<le freejuent jaunts to London, where he used to lie 
incoqrnto during Mie beSfc part of many a term. 

The rules of tin; university were too severe to bc'bbsprvcd by a 
youth of his vivacity ; and therefore he became acquainted with 
the proctor betimes. But all the checks he received were insuiti- 
cient to moderate his career ; he frequented taverns and coffee- 
houses, committed midnight frolics in the streets, insulted all the 
sober and paciliv^ class of his fellow-students : the tutors themselves 
were not sacred from his ridicule ; he laughed at the magistrate, 
and neglected every particular of college discipline. • In vain did 
they attempt to restrain his irregularities by the imposition of 
fines ; h«' was liberal to profusion, and therefore paid without 
reluctance.r Thrice did he scale the windows of a tradesman, with 
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whose daughter he had an affair of gallantry ; as often was he 
obliged to seek his safety by a precipitate leap ; and one night 
would, in all probability, have fallen a sacrifice to an ambuscado 
that was laid by the father, had not his trusty squire Pipes inter- 
posed in his behalf, and manfully rescued him from the clubs of 
his enemies. 

In the midst of thes^ excesses, Mr. Jolter, finding his admoni- 
tions neglected and his inlluonce, utterly destroyed, attempted to 
wean his pupil from his extravagant courses, by engaging his 
attention in some more laudable pursuit. With this view he 
introduced him into a club of politicians, who received him with 
great demons tratioiw of regard, accommodated themselves more 
than he could liave ex))ected to his jt)vial disposition, and while 
they revolved schemes for the reformation of the state, drank 
with such devotion* to the accompl'««hiuciit of their plans, that, 
before parting, the cares of their patriotism were quite over- 
whelmed. 

Foregone, though he could not a))prove of their d<Actriiie, 
resolved to atfach himself for some time to their company, because 
ho perceived ample subject for his ridicule in the characters of 
these wrong-lffeaded enthusia.sts. It was constant practice with 
them, in their midnight consistories, to swallow sucli plentiful 
draughts of inspiration, that their mysteries commonly ended liJce 
those of the Jiacchanalian ortfia ; and they were seldom capable of 
maintainiiig t^at solemnity of decorum which, by the'^iatiire of their 
functions, most of them wore obliged to profess. Now, as •Pere- 
grine’s satirical disposition was never more gratified tlian wlicn he 
had an opiiortimity of exposing grave characters in ridiculous atti- 
tudes, he laid a mischievous snare for his new confederates, which 
took effect in this manner ; — In one of their iioctuiml delibera- 
tions, he promoted such a spirit of good-fellowship by tho agree- 
able sallies of his wit, Avhich w^crc purposely levelled against their 
political adversaries, that by ton o’clock they were all ready to join 
m the most oijj&ravagaiit jiroposal that could bo made. They broke 
their glasses in consequence of his suggestion, drank healths out 
of their shoes, caps, and tho bottoms of the candlesticks that stood 
before them, sonittimes stjuiding with one foot on a chair, and the 
knee bent on thi? edge of tho table ; and wdion they could no longer 
stand in that posture, setting their bare jiogilciioi’a on the cold floor. 
They liui^atm, hallooed, danced and sang, and, in short, w^ere 
elevated Po such a pitch of intoxication, that when Peregrine pro- 
posed that they should burn their periwigs, the hint was imme- 
diately approved, and they executed tho frolic as one man. Their 
shoes and caps wndcTweiit the same fate by the same instigation, 
and in this trim hp led them forth into the street, where they 
resolved to compel everybody they should find to subscribe to their 
political creod, and pronounce the Shibboleth of their party. In 
the achievement of this enterprise, they fiiet with more opposition 
than they expected ; they were encountered with arguments which 
they could not well withstand ; the noses of some, a^d eyes of 
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cithers, in a very little time bore the marks of obstinate disputa- 
tion. Their, conductor having at length engaged the whole body 
in a fray with anotlier Lsquadron which was pretty much in tho 
same condition, ho very fairly gave them tho slip, and slyly 
retreated to his apartment, foreseeing that his companions would 
soon bo favoured with tho notice of their superiors : nor was lio 
deceived in his prognostic ; the proctor, agoing his round, chanced 
to fall ill with this tumultuous ]iproar, and, interposing his autho- 
rity, found means to quiet tho disturbance. Ho took cognizance 
of their names, and dismissed the rioters to their respective cham- 
bers, not a little scandalized at the behaviour of some among them, 
whoso business and duty it was to set far o-^lier examples to the 
youth under their care and direction. 

About midnight, Pipes, who had orders to attend at a distance, 
and kcej) an eye upon Jolter, brought hobio that unfortunate 
governor upon his back, Peregrine having beforehand secured his 
admittance into tho college : and among other bruises, lie was 
found* to have received a couple of coiitiisiuns on his f^^ce, wh|^ch 
next morning appeared in a black circle that surrounded each 
eye. 

This was a mortifying circumstance to a man 6i his chiiracter 
and deportment, ospeoially as ho had received a message from llio 
proctor, who desired to see him forthwith. With great hugiihiy 
and contrition he begged the advice of liis ])U]>il, who being used to 
amuse hiinseK’ with jiainting, assured Mr. Jolter ^hat ho would 
cover those signs of disgrace wdth a slight coat of tlesh-coloiir so 
dexterously, that it w'ould be almost impossible to distinguish the 
artificial from tho natural skin. The rueful governor, rather than 
expose such opprobrious tokens to tlio observation and censure of 
the magistrate, submitted to tho expedient. Although Ids coun- 
sellor had overrated Ids owui skill, he was persuaded to confide in 
the disguise, and actually atteiiUed the proctor, with such a staring 
addition to the natural ghastliness of his features, that his visage 
bore a very apt revsomblaiice to some of those ferocious countenances 
that hang over the doors of certain tavorns and ale-houses, under 
the denomination of iJie Saracen’s head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of physiognom} could not escape 
the notice of the most uiidiscerning beholder, much less tho pene- 
trating eye of his sevof e jiulge, already whetted with what ho had 
seen over-night. He wms therefore upbraided with (?his^ ridiculous 
and shallow artifice, and, together with the companions of his 
debauch, underwent such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous 
irregularity of his conduct, that all of flioni remained crest-fallen, 
and were ashamed, for many iveeks, to appear in the public 
oxociition of their duty. ^ 

Peregrine was too vain of his Jttiesse^ to conceal the part lie acted 
in iliis comedy, with tho particulars of which lia regaled his 
companions, and thereby entailed upon himself the hate and 
resentment of tho community whose maxims and practices he had 
disclosed : ^ for he was considered as a spy, who had intruded 
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liimaolf into their society, with a view of betraying it ; or, at best, 
as an apostate and renegado from the faith and princijj^es which he 
had professed. 


CiiAF. XXII. — Ho la inaiilted by his Tutor, whom lie Umpoona— Makes a considerable 
Progress in Polite Literature ; and. In an Excurbion to Windsor, meets with Emilia by 
accident, and ia very coldly recoibed. 

Among those whoi siiflerod by* his craft and infidelity was 
Mr. Jumble, his own tutor, avIio could not at all digest the morti- 
fying alFroiit ho had received, and was resolved to be revenged on 
the insulting author. Witli this view he watched the conduct of 
Mr. Pickle witli the* utmost rancour of vigilance, and let slip no 
opportunity of treating him with disrespect, which ho -know the 
disposition of his ])ii^il could less brook than any other severity it 
was in his power to exercise. 

Peregrine had been several mornings absent from chapel ; and 
as Mr. Jumble never failed to c{ucatioii him in a very peremptory 
style aboift his non-attendance, ho invenied some very x>la*usiblo 
excuses ; but at length his ingenuity was exhausted : ho received 
a very galling j’cbukc for his protligacy of morals ; and, that he 
might feel it the more sensibly, was ordered, by way of exercise, to 
compose a paraphrase in English verso uiiou these two lines in 
Virgil : — 

Vane Ligur, frustraque animls elate Bup(?rl)l8, 

.. Nc<iuicquaui patrlaa tcutaeti lubricus artCH. 

The imposition of this invidious theme had all the desired effect 
upon Peregrine, who not only considered it as a piece of unman- 
nerly abuse levelled against his own conduct, but also a retro- 
spective insult on the memory of his grandfather, who, as he had 
been informed, was m his lifetime more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade. 

Exasperated at this instance of the pedant's audacity, he had 
well nigh, in his first transports, taken corporal satisfaction on the 
s])ot ; but, foreseeing the troublesome consequences that would 
attend such a flagrant outrage against tlie laws of the university, 
he checked his indignation, and resolved to revenge the injury in 
a more cool aiid^ fjontemptuous manner. Thus determined, ho 
set on foot an impiiry into the particulars of Jumble’s parcntjige 
and educatiem. He learnt that the fatlicr of^liis insolent tutor was 
a bricklaytp^ titat his mother sold pies, and tliat the son, in different 

J ieriods of ms youth, had amused himself in both occupations, before 
10 converted his views to the study of learning. Fraught with 
this intelligence, he composed the following ballad in doggerel 
rhymes ; -and noxi^day, presented it as a gloss upon the text which 
the tutor had chosen 

Come, liBten, ye students of every degree : 

• 1 Bing of a wU and a tutor prrdie, 

A BtateBinan pq|foutid, a critic Immenae, 

In abort a mem jumble of learning and sense ; 

And yet of his talents though laudably vain, 

Ills own family arts he could never aualn. 
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Ills father, Intendlnff hia fortune to build, . 

In his youth would have taught him tbe trowel to wield, 

' But the mortar of discipline never would stick, 

For Ilia akull waa secured by a facing of brick ; , 

And w'ith all his endeavours of patience and paio, 
llio skill of his sire he could never attain. 

€ 

His mother, a housewife neat, artful, and wise. 

Kenown'd for her delicate biscuit and pies. 

Soon alter'd his studies, by liatteri^g his taste. 

From the raising of walls to the rearing of paste ! 

But all her instructions were fruitless and'valn : 

The ple-makiug mystery he ue’er could attain. 

Yet true to his race, in his labours were seen 
A jumble of both their professlous, I ween ; 

For, when Ins own genius he ventured tb trust, 

His pies seem’d of brick, aud his houses of crust. 

Then good Mr. Tutor, pray be not so vain, 

Since your family art.s you could never a^talu. 

This impudent production waa the moat efiectual vengeance he 
could have taken on his tutor, who had all the supercilious anx)- 
gancet and ridiculous pride of a low-born pedant, liistoasi of over^ 
looking this petulant x^iocc of satire with that temper and decency 
of disdain that became a person of his gravity and station, he no 
sooner cast his eye over the performance, than the blood rushed 
into hia countenance, which immediately after exhibited a ghastly 
pale colour. With a (juivering lip, he told his pupil, that he was 
an impertinent jackanapes ; and ho would take care that he sliould 
be expelled fi5m the university, for having prosum|5d to write aud 
delh er such a licentious and scurrilous libel. Peregrine answered, 
with great resolution, that when the provocation he had received 
should be known, ho waa persuaded that ho should be acquitted by 
the opinion of all impartial people ; and that ho was ready to 
submit the whole to the decision of the master. 

This arbitration ho proposed, because he knew the master and 
Jumble were at variance ; and, for that reason, the tutor durst not 
venture to put the cause on sach an issue. Nay, when this 
reference was mentioned, Jumble, who was naturajly jealous, sus- 
pected that Peregrine had a promise of protection before he under- 
took to commit such an outrageous insult ; and this notion had 
such an effect upon him, that he resolved to devour his vexation, 
and wait for a more proper opportunity of gi’litifying liis hate. 
Meanwhile, co])ies of the ballad were distributed among the 
students, who sang it under the very nose of Mr. Jumble, to the 
tune of “A cobbler there was,*' See . ; and the triumph bf our hero 
was complete, Neither was his whole time devoted to the riotous 
extravagances of youth. He enjoyed many lucid intervals, during 
wliich he contracted a more intimate acquaintance with the classics, 
applied himself to the reading of history, improved his taste for 
painting and music, in which he made some progress ; anj^ above 
aU things, cultivated the study of natural philosophy. It wdiS 
generally after a course of close atteq^tioii to some of these arts 
and Bciepces, that his disposition broke out into those irregulariti^ 
,niid wild ^^llies of a luxuriant imagination, for which he became 
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so remarkable : and he was perhaps the only young man in Oxford, 
who, at the same time, maintained an intimate and Ariendly inter- 
course with the moi^ unthinking, as well as the most sedate 
students at the university. 

It is not to be supposed that a young man of Peregrine’s vanity, 
inexperience, and profusion, could suit his expense to his allowance, 
liberal as it was ; for he a^is not one of those fortunate people who 
are born economists^ and knew not* the art of withholding his purse 
when he saw his companion in difficulty. Thus naturally generous 
and expensive, ho squandered away his money, and made a most 
splendid appearance upon the receipt of his quarterly appoint- 
ment ; but, long before the third month was elapsed, his finances 
were consumed : and as lie could not stoop to ask an extraordinary 
supply, was too proud to borrow, and too haughty to run in debt 
with tradesmen, he flevotod those pf riods of poverty to the prose- 
cution of his studios, and shone forth again at the revolution of 
quarter-day. 

Jn oiie^of these eruptions he and some of his companions went 
to Windsor, in order to see the royal apartments in the castle, 
whither they repaired in the afteriioou ; and as Peregrine stood 
contemplating %ho picture of Hercules an(i Omphale, one of his 
fellow-students whispered in his car, “ Zounds ! Pickle, there are 
two lino girls ! He turnecl instantly about, and in one of them 
recognized liis almost forgotten Emilia : her apjjearanco acted 
upon his imagination like a spark of fii'e that fails upon gun- 
powder ; that passion wliich had lain dormant for the space of two 
years, flashed up in a moment, and he was seized witli a universal 
.trepidation. She perceived and partook of his emotion ; for their 
souls, like iinisoiis, vibrated with the same impulse. However, 
she called her pride and resentment to her aid, and found resolu- 
tion enough to retire from sucli a dangerous scene. 

Alarmed at her retreat he recollected all his assurance, and, 
impelled by love, which he could no longer resist, followed her 
into tlie next ijtjom, Avhere, in the most disconcerted manner, he 
accosted her with ‘'Your humble servant, Miss Gauntlet;” to 
which salutation she replied, with an affectation of indifference, that 
did rio^ however, ^cbnceal her agitation, “Your servant, sir;” and 
immediately extending her finger toward the picture oE Duns 
Scotus, which is fixed over one of the doors* asked her companion, 
in a giggling think he looked like a conjurer ? 

Peregrine, nettled into siurits by this reception, answered for the 
other lady, “that it was an easy matter to bo a conjurer in those 
times, when the simplicitv of the age assisted his divination ; but 
were h 0 ,»or Merliti himself, to rise from the dead now, when such 
deceit and dissimulation prevail, they would not able to earn 
their bread by the profession.” — “O! sir,” said she, turning full 
upon him, “without doubt they Avould adopt new maxims; ’tis 
no disparagement in this enlightened age for one to alter on6*s 
opinion,” — “No, sure, madam,” replied the youth, with some 
precipitation, ^‘provided the change be for the betteri^ Ami 
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should it happen otherwise,” retorted the iiynijjh,, with a flirt 
of her fan, ^“inconstancy will never want countenance from the 
practice of mankind.” — ‘‘True, madam,” rceJUmed our hero, fixing 
his eyes upon her; “oxaniples of levity are everywhere to be 
met with.” — “ O Lord, sir,” cried Emilia, U)ssing her head, “ you’ll 
scarce ever And a fop AMtliout it.” 

By this time his companion, seeing hinj^ engaged with one of the 
ladies, entered into conversation with the other ; and, in order to 
favour his friend’s gallantry, condneted her iutothe next apartment, 
on pretence of entertaining her with the sight of a remarkable piece 
of ]jainting. 

Peregrine, laying hold on this opixjrtiinity^ of being alone with 
the object of his love, assumed a most sodiieing tenderness of look, 
and, heaving a iirofound sigh, asked if she had utterly discarded 
him from her remeinbranco. Iteddeiiiiig at this pathetic question, 
which recalled the memory of the imagined slight he had put 
upon her, she answered, in great confusion, “Sir, 1 believe I once 
had t^e pleasure of seeing you at a ball in Winchester. ” — “Miss 
Emilia,” said he, very gravely, “ >vill you be so candid* as to fell 
me wdiat misbehaviour of mine you are jdeased to punisli. by 
restricting your remembraneo to that single occa^iion ? ” — “Mr. 
Pickle,” she replied, in the same tone, “it is neither my luovinco 
nor inclination to judge your conduct ; and therefore you miKaiq)ly 
your quesatiou when you ask such an explanation of me.”-*“At 
least,” resumed our lover, “give me the melancholy satisfaction to 
knowifor w’hat ofieuce of mine >uu refused to take the least notice 
of that letter which 1 had tlie honour to wiite from Winchester by 
your owni express permission.” — “ Yoiu* letter,” said miss, witli 
great vivacity, “ neither re(|uircd, noi, in my opinion, deserved an 
answer ; and to be free with you, Mr. Pickle, it was but a shallow 
artifice to rid yourself of a coiTcspoiideiice you had deigned to 
solicit.” 

Peregrine, confounded ot this repartee, replied, that howsoever 
he might have failed in point of elegance or discretion, he wras sure 
lie luul not been deficient in exprcsHion.s of re.speet and devotion for 
those charms whicli it was his pride to adore : “As for the verses,” 
.said lie, “I uw'ii they were unwortliy of the theit>e ; but I flattered 
myself that they would Jiave merited your acceptance, though not 
3^our approbation, and,bceii considered not so much as the proof of 
my genius, as the genuine etfusion of my love.” — Yerses ! ” cried 
Emilia with an air of astonishment, “ w'hac verses ? I i^ally don’t 
understand you. ” 

The young gentleman was thunderstruck at this exclamation ; 
to which, after a long pause, he answered : “ I« begin to.suspcct, 
and heartily wish it may ap])ear, that we have misunderstood each 
other from the beginning. Pray, Miss Gauntfot, did not you And 
a copy of verses inclosed in that unfortunate letter,?” — “Truly, 
sir,” said the lady, “I am not so n\jich of a connoisseur as to 
distinguish whether that facetious production, which you merrily 
style an upfortunate letter, was composed in verso or prose ; but, 
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methinks, the jest is a little too stale to bo brought U];^n the carpet 
again.” So saying, she tripped away to her companion, and left her 
lover in a most tumultuous suspense. He now perceived that her 
neglect of his addresses^vlion he was at AVjnch ester, must have been 
owing to some mystery whicli he could not comprehend ; and she 
began to suspect and to l^opo that the letter which she received was 
spurious, though she could not conceive how that cr)uld possibly 
happen, as it had been delivered \o her }>y the hands of his own 
servant. 

However, she resolved to leave the task of unravelling the affair 
to him, who, she kn(;w, would infallibly exert himself for his owni 
as well as her satisfaction. She was nob deceived in her opinion ; 
he went up to her again at the staircase, and, as tlu'y w^cre un- 
provided with a mal(# attendant, insisted npioji .scjuiring the ladies to 
their lodgings. Emilia saw his driit, which was no other than to 
know where she lived ; and though she approved of his contrivance, 
thought it w’aa incumbent upon her, for the supijorb of her own 
di<:(iiity, tT) decline the civility : slie thercfr>ro lliaukcd him for his 
polite offer, but would by no moans consent to his giving himself 
such iinneccssiiffy trouble, es])ecially as they had a very little way 
to walk. He was nob repulsed by this j ctusal, the nature of wdiich 
he perfectly yuderstood ; nor was she sorry to see him persevere in 
his dbbcrniin’i|^Mon : ho tlierofore accompanied them in tbeii* return, 
and made diy;i9TB efforts to speak wdth Emilia in particular ; but she 
had a spice of fhe coquette in her disposition, and being determined 
to whet his impatience, artfully balllcd all liis endeavours, by keep- 
ing her companion continually engaged in the conversation, which 
turned upon blie venerable appearance and imperial situation of tlio 
place. Thus tantalized, he lounged w ith them to the door of the 
house in which they lodged, when liis mistress, perceiving, by the 
countenance of her comrade, that she was on the point of desiring 
him to walk in, checked her intention with a frown ; then, turning 
to Mr. Fickle, drop])ed him a very formal curtsy, seized the other 
young lady bj the arm, and saying, “Come, cousin Sophy,” 
vanished in a moment. 


CiiAi’. XXIII.-^Afffr Riinflry unsuccoRsful Krt'orK he fiinls means to come Lo an Kxplana- 
tiou with his Mi'trcS'.j ami n Hocoiiciliation ensues. 

Peregrine, disconcerted at their sudden disappearance, stood for 
some minutes gapyig in the street, before he could get the better of 
his surprise ; and then deliberated with himself whether he should 
demand immediate aihnittance to his mistress, or chSose some other 
method of application. Piqued at her abrupt behaviour, though 
pleased with ner spirit, lionet his invention to work, in order to 
contrive some means of seeing her : and in a fit of musing at;rived at 
the inn, where he found his comiianions, whom he had left at the 
castle-gate. They had already made inquiry about the ladies ; in 
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consequence^of which he learnt that Miss Sophy was daughter of a 
gentleman in town to whom his mistress was related ; that an 
intimate friendship subsisted between the two young ladies ) that 
Emilia had lived about a month wuth her, cousin, and appeared at 
the last assembly, where she wws universally admired ; and that 
several young gentlemen of fortune had since that time teased her 
with addresses. ^ 

Our hero’s ambition was flattered, and his passion inflamed with 
this intelligeiice ; and he swore within himself that he would not 
quit the spot until he should have obtained an undisj)uted victory 
over all his rivals. 

That same evening he composed a most eloquent epistle, in which 
he earnestly entreated that she would favour him with an opportunity 
of vindicating his conduct ; but she would neither receive his billet, 
nor see his messenger. lialked in this effort, ho inclosed it in a 
new cover directed by another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride 
next ^^norning to London, on purpose to deliver it at the post- 
office ; that coming V)y such conveyance, she might* have no 
suspicion of the author, and open it before she should be aware of 
the deceit. v 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect of this stratagem, and, 
ill the afternoon of the fourth, ventured to hazard a formal visit, in 
quality of an old acquaintance. Bub here too ho failed ih his 
attempt : she* was indisposed, and could not see company. These 
obstrclos served only to increase his eagerness : he'still adhered to 
his former resolution ; and his ccmipanions, understanding his 
determination, left him next day to his own inventions. Thus 
relinquished to his own ideas, ho doubled his assiduity, and practised 
every method liis imaginiition could suggest, in order to promote his 
plan. 

Pipes was stationed all day long within sight of her door, that he 
might bo able to give his master account of her motions ; but she 
never went abroad except to visit in the neighbourhood, and was 
always housed before Peregrine could be apprised of h'ler appearance. 
He went to church with a view of attracting her notice, and humbled 
his deportment before her ; but she was so miscJiievously devout as 
to look at nothing but her book, so that he was not favoured with 
one glance of regard. He frequented the coffee-house, and attempted 
to contract an acquaintance with Miss Sophy^s father, who, he 
hoped, would invite him to the house ; but this expectation was 
also defeated. That prudent gentleman looked upon him as one of 
those forward fortune-hunters who go about the country seeking 
whom they may devour, and warily discouraged all his ||!Vanoes. 
Chagrined bv so many unsuccessful onrlcavours, he began to despair 
of accomplisning his aim ; and, as the last sugj^estion of his art, pmd 
off his lodging, took horse at noon, and departed, in i^ll appearance, 
for the place from whence he had com^p Ho rode, however, but a 
few mileSf and in the dusk of the evening returned unseen, alighted 
at another inn, ordered Pipes to stay within doors, and, keeping hitn-* 
self incognito, employed another person as a sentinel upon EmUia. 
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Ifc was not long before he reaped the fruits of his ingenuity. Next 
day in the afternoon he was informed by his spy that lAie two young 
ladies were gone to walk in the park, whither he followed them on 
the instant, fully determined to come to an explanation with his 
mistress, even in presdhee of her friend, who might possibly be 
prevailed upon to interest herself in his behalf. 

When he saw them at fuch a disbmee that they could not return 
to town before he should have an»opportunity of putting his reso- 
lution in practice, he mended his ])ace, and found means to appear 
before them so suddenly, that Emilia could not help expressing 
her surprise in a scream. Our lover, putting on a mien of humility 
and mortification, b6gged to know if her resentment was impla- 
cable ; and asked why she had so cruelly refused to grant him the 
common privilege th^t every criminal enjoyed, “ Dear Miss Sophy,’ 
said he, addressing nimself to her companion, give me leave to 
implore your intercession with your cousin. T am sure you have 
humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you but know the 

i 'ustice oi it ; and I flatter myself that by your kind interpeaition 
! may be able to rectify that fatal misunderstanding which hath 
made me wri^ched.” — ‘‘Sir,” said Sophy, “you appear like a 
gentleman, ana 1 doubt not but your behavi(.>ur has been always 
suitable to your appearance ; but you must excuse me from 
undertaking any such office in behalf of a person wliom I have not 
the honour to know.” — “ Madam,” answered Pere^ino, “I hope 
Miss Emy wilt justify my pretensions to that character, notwith- 
standing the mystery of her disidoasurc, whicli, upon my hotloiir, 

I cannot for my soul explain.” — “Lord ! Mr. Pickle,” said Emilia, 
who had by this time recollected herself, “ I never questioned your 
gallantry and taste ; but I am resolved 1-liat you shall never have 
cause to exercise your talents at my expense ; so that you tease 
yourself and mo to no purpose. Come, Sophy, lot us walk homo 
again.” — “Good God! madam,” cried the lover, with great 
emotion, “why will you distract me with such barbarous in- 
difference ? Stay, dear Emilia ! — I conjure you on my knees t-o stay 
and hear me. By aU that is sacred, I was not to blame. You 
must have been jinposod upon by some villain who envied my 
good fortune, and took some treacherous method to ruin my 
love.” 

Miss Sophj^ who possessed a large stock*of good-nature, and to 
whom lioivjousin had communicated the cause of her reserve, seeing 
the young gentleman so much affected with that disdain which she 
knew to bo feigned, laid hold on Emilia’s sleeve, saying, with a 
smile, “Not quite so fast, Emily, 1 begin to perceive that this is a 
love-qutirrel, and*therefore there may be liopes of a reconciliation ; 
te I suppose both parties are open to conviction, For my own 
part,” cried Peregrine, with great eagerness, “I appeal to Miss 
Sophy’s decision. But why do I say appeal? Though I am* 
'conscious of having committed no offence, I am ready to submit 
,to anv penance, lot it be never so rigorous, that my fail* enslaver 
ihoHelf udiall impose, provided it will entitle me to her favour and 
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forgiveness at last.” Emily, well nigh uvercome by thife declaration, 
told him, that as she taxed him with no guilt, she expected no 
atonement, and pressed her companion to return into town. But 
Sophy, who was too indulgent to her friend’s real inclination to 
coinx>ly with her request, observed that th'e gentleman seemed so 
reasonable in his coiicossions, that she began to think her cousin was 
in the wrong, and felt herself disposed < to act as umpire in the 
dispute. 

Overjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle thanked her in the 
most rapturous terms, and, in the transport of his expectation, 
kissed the hand of his kind mediatrix — a circumstance which had 
a remarkable effect on tlie countenance of Emilia, who did not 
seem to relish the warmth of his acknowledgment. 

Aftermauy 8U})plications on one hand, and pr^ips-sing remonstrances 
on the other, she yielded at length, and, turning to her lover, 
while her face was overspread with blushes, — “Well, sir,” said 
she, “supposing I were to the difference on that issue, how 
could you excuse the ridiculous letter wliich you sent to »me from 
Winchester T’ This expostulation introduced a discussion of the 
whole affair, in which all the circumstances were quivassed ; and 
Emilia still aflirmed, with great heat, that the letter must have 
been calculated to affront her ; for she could not suppose the author 
was so weak as to design it for any other i^uqiose. 

Peregrine, w^io still retained in his metiKny the substance of this 
unlucky epistle, as well as the verses wliicli were ii^closed, could 
recolKict no particular expression which could liave justly given 
the least umbrage ; and tlierefore, in the agonies of }»ori)lexity, 
begged that the whole might be sub.mitted to the judgment of 
Miss Sophy, and faithfully promised to stand to her award. In 
short, this projiosal was, with seeming reluctance, embi’aced by 
Emilia, and an appointment made to meet next day in the same 
place, W'hither both parties were desired to come provided with 
their credentials, according to which definitive sentence would be 
pronounced. u 

Our lover, having succeeded thus far, overwhelmed Sophy with 
acknowledgments on account of her generous mediation ; and in 
the course of their walk, which Emilia was iid\v in no hurry to 
conclude, whispered a great many tender protcshitions in the ear 
of his mistress, who nevertheless continued to act upon the reserve, 
until her doubts should be more fully resolved. ^ • 

Mr. J^ickle, having found means to amuse them in the fields till 
the twilight, was obliged to wi.sh them good even, after having 
obtained a solemn repetition of their promise to meet him at the 
appointed time and place, and then retreatc<l to* his apartment, 
where he spent, the wdiole night in various conjectures on the 
subject of this letter, the Gordian knot of which ho could by no 
jneans untie. • 

One while ho imagined that some ^vag®had played a trick on Ms 
in^senger, in consequence of which Emilia had received a supposi- 
tij^ous letter ; but, upon farther reflection, ho could not conceive 
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the practicability of any 3uch deceit. Then he beijan to doubt the 
sincerity of his mistress, who perhaps had only made <?hat a handle 
for discarding him, at the request of some favoured rival ; but his 
own integrity forbade him to harbour this mean. suspicion ; and 
therefore he was again* involved in the labyrinth of perplexity. 
Next day ho waited on the rack of impatience for the Imiir of five 
in the afternoon, which rib sooner struck than he ordered Pipes to 
attend him, in case there sliould Ue occasion for his evidence, and 
repaired to the place of rendezvous, where he had not tarried five 
minutes before the ladies appeared. Mutual compliments being 
passed, and the attendant stationed at a convenient distiince, 
Peregrine persuaded •thorn to sit down iqjou the grass, under the 
shade of a spreading oak, that they might be more at their ease ; 
while he .stretched hmisclf at their feet, and desired that the paper 
on which liis doom depended might. i)0 examined. It was accor- 
dingly put into the hand of his fair arbibress, who read it immediately 
with an audible voice. The first two words of it were no sooner 
j)r*>uouuc«d, than ho started, with great emotion, and «raiscd 
himself upon his hand and knee, in which posture he listened to 
the rest of tln^ sentence ; then sprang upon his feet in the utmost 
a.stonishmcnt, and, glowing with resentment at the same time, 
exclaimed, “ Hell and the devil ! what’s all tliab? Sure you rmike 
a jest of mo, madam ! ” — “ Pray, sir,” said Sophy, give me the 
hearing for a few moments, and then urge what y^n shall think 
])roper in you# own defence.” Having thus cautioned him, she 
proceeded ; but before she had finislied ono-half of the performance, 
her gravity forsook her, and she was .seized with a violent fib of 
laugliter, in which neither of the lover.s ef)uld help joining, not- 
withstanding the resentiiiont ivliich at that in.st;nifc prcvaile»l in 
the breasts of both. The judge, however, in a little time, resumed 
her solemnity, and h.aving read tlie remaining })art of this curious 
epi.stle, all three continued staring at each (dher alternately for the 
space of half a minute, and then broke forth at the .same instant in 
another paroxjipin of mirth. Fi’om this unanimous convulsion, one 
would have thought that both parties ivore extremely wfdl pleased 
with the ji*l<c, yet this was by no means the case. 

Kmilia iinagineif that, notwithstanding his affected surprise, her 
lover, in spite of himself, had renewed the laugh at her expense, 
and in so diiing applauded his own unm^^inerly ridicule. TJiis 
suppositioj^ c<Sild not fail of raising and reviving her indignation, 
while Peregrine highly resented tlio indignity with which he sup- 
posed himself treated, in their attempting to make him the dupe of 
such a gross and ludicrous artifice. This being the situ.ation of 
their thoughts, tHeir mirth was succeeded by a mutual gloominess 
of aspect ; and the judge, addressing herself to JVk**. Pickle, asked 
if he had any tiling to offer why sentence should not bo pronounced? 
“ Madam,” answered the culprit, “ I am sorry to find myself so 
low in opinion of your coifsin as to bo thought capable of being 
deceived by such a shallow contrivance.” — “ Nay, sir,” said Emilia, 
“the contrivance is your own: and I cannot help admiring your 
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confidence in imputing it to me.*’ — Upon my honour; Miss Emily/* 
resumed our^ hero, ‘ ‘ you wrong my understanding, as well as my 
love, in accusing me of having written such a silly, impertinent 
performance. The very appearance and address of it is so unlike 
the letter which 1 did myself the honour to Vrite, that I dare say my 
man, even at this distance of time, will remember the difference.** 
So saying, he extended his voice, and? beckoned to Pipes, who 
immediately drew near. His mistress seemed to object to the evi- 
dence, by observing that to be sure Mr. Pipes had his cue ; when 
Peregrine, begging she would spare him the mortification of con- 
sidering him in such a dishoiiourablo light, desired his valet to 
examine the outside of the letter, and recollect if it was the same 
which he liad delivered to Miss Gauntlet about two years ago. 
Pipes, having taken a superficial view of it, pitied up his breeches, 
saying, Mayhap it is, but we have made so many trips, and been 
in so many creeks and corners since that time, that 1 can’t pretend 
to be cerUin ; for I neither keep journal or log-book of our pro- 
ceedii^s.” Emilia commended him for his candour, at ©the same 
time darting a fi;ircfist.ic lo«jk at his master, as if she thought he 
had Umpered with his servant’s integrity in vain ;^an(l Peregrine 
began to rave and curse his fate for having subjected him to such 
mean suspicion, attesting heaven and earth in the most earnest 
manner, that far fioni having composed and convoyed that stupid 
production, he^ had never seen it before, nor been privy to the least 
circumstance of the plan. • 

Pipes, now, f(jr tlio first time, perceived the mischief which ho 
had occasioned ; and, moved with the transports of his master for 
whom he had a most inviolable attachment, frankly declared ho 
was ready to make oath that Mr Pickle had no hand in the letter 
which ho delivered. All three wore amazed at thi.s confession, the 
meaning of which tlioy could not comprehend. Peregrine, after 
some pause, leaped upon I’ipes, and seizing him b}^ the throat, 
exclaimed, in an ecstasy of rage, “ Rascal ! tell me this instant 
what became of the letter I entrusted to your care, c The patient 
volet, half-strangled as he was, squirted a collection of tobacco-juice 
out of the corner of his mouth, and with great deliberation replied, 
“Why, burnt it, you wouldn't have me give tile young woman a 
thing that shook all ir the wind in tatters, would you ? ’* The 
ladies interposed in b64ialf of the distressed squire, from whom, 
by dint of questions which ho had neither art nor inclination to 
evade, they extofted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Some ridiculous .simplicity and innocence of intention appeared 
in the composition of his expedient, that even the remembrance of 
all the chagrin which it had produced, could not Vouse their indig- 
nation, or enable them to resist a third eruption of laughter whi3i 
they forthwith underwent. Pipes was dismissed, with many meha- 
fcCing injunctions to beware of such conduct for the fulture ; Emilia 
stood with a confusion of joy and tenderness in her countenance ; 
Peregrine’s eyes kindled into rapture, and, when Miss Sophy pro- 
nounced the sentence of reconciliation, advanced to hie mistreiss,' 
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fiaying, “Truth is mighty, and will prevail;” then clasping her 
in his arms, very impudently ravished a kiss, which*she had not 
power to refuse. Nay, such was the impulse of his joy, that ho 
took the same freedom with the lips of Sophy, calling her his kind 
mediatrix and guardiaif angel ; and behaved with such extrava- 
gance of transport, as plainly evinced the fervour and sincerity of 
his love. • 

I shall not pretend to repeat the tender protestations that were 
uttered on one side, or de-scribo the bewitching glances of approba- 
tion with which they w'ero received on the other ; suffice it to say, 
that the endearing intimacy of their former connection was in- 
stantly renewed, and* So])liy, who congratulated them on the happy 
termination of tlicir quarrel, favoured with tlieir mutual confidence. 
In consequence of ^his happy pacification, they deliberated upon 
the means of seeing each otlier often ; and as he could not, without 
some iirevious introduction, ..yisit her openly at the house of her 
relation, they agreed afternoon in the park till the 

next assembly, at whicl^lS^^TOB|P|j|iicit her as a i)artner, twid she 
be unengaged, in expectation of hlmeqiieat. By this connection 
he would bo qjiititled to visit her inXh day, and thus an avowed 
correspondenoo would of course commence. 'Fliis plan w'as actually 
put in execution, and attended with a circumstance which had well- 
nigh produced some mischievous consequence, had not Peregrine’s 
good fortune been superior to his discretion. ^ 


Chap. XXIV.—TIo actievos an Adventure at tbe A^jscmljly, and quarrels with hlsOovcrnor. 

At the assembly, were no fewer than three gentlemen of fortune, 
who rivalled our lover in his passion h)r Emilia, and who had 
severally begged the honour of dancing with her upon that occasion. 
She had excu|ed herself to* each, on pretence of a slight indispo- 
sition that she foresaw wou|^ detain her from the ball, and desired 
they would provide themselves with other partners. Obliged to 
admit her excuse, •they accordingly followed her advice ; and after 
they had engaged tliomsclv-es beyond the power of retracting, had 
the mortification to see there uiiclaiimd. They in their turn 
nu\de up^to^lier, and expressed their surprise and concern at 
finding her in the assembly unprovided, after she had declined their 
invitation ; but she told them that her cold liad forsaken her since 
she had the pleasure of seeing them, and that she would rely upon 
aocidenfe for a pattner. Just as she pronounced these words to the 
last of the three, l^eregrine advanced as an uttej^^stranger, bowed 
lyith great respect, told her he understood she was unengaged, and 
Would think himself highly honoured in being accepted as her 
prtnor for the night ; anck ho had the gOod fortune to succeed in* 
nis application. « 

, As they were by far the handsomest and beat-a/^mplished 
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couple in the room, tliey could not fail of attracting £he notice and 
admiration cf the spectators, which inflamed the jealousy of his 
three competitors, who immediately entered into a conspiracy 
against this gaudy stranger, whom, as tlieir rival, they resolved to 
affront in public. Pursuant to the plan which they projected for 
this purpose, the first countiy-dance was no sooner concluded, than 
one of them, with his partner, took plicc of Peregrine and his 
mistress, contrary to the regulation of the ball. Our lover, impu- 
ting his bcliaviour to inadvertcnc}^ informed the gentleman of his 
mistJike, and civilly desired he would rectify his error. The other 
told him, in an imperious tone, that he wanted none of his advice, 
and bade him mind his own affairs. Peregrine answered, with some 
warmth, and insisted upon his light ; a disi)ute commenced, high 
words ensued, in the course of which, our impetuous youth hearing 
Ijirnsclf reviled witli tlie a])pcllation of scoundrel, pulled off his 
antagonist’s periwig, and flung it in his face. The ladies imme- 
diately slirieked, the gentlemen interposed, Emilia was seized w'itli 
a fit of trembling, and conducted to her seat by her*’ youthful 
admirer, who begged }iardon for having discomposed her. and 
vindicated wdiat he had done, by n'jnesenting tl\e necessity he 
w’as under to resent tlie jjrovocation he had received. 

Though she could not l\elp owning the justice of his pica, she 
was not the less concerned at the dangerous situation in which ho 
had involved lii,niself, and, in the utmost consternation and anxiety, 
insi.sted upon going directly home : he could not ref^.st her impor- 
tunities ; and her cousin being determined to accompany her, ho 
escorted them to tlieir lodgings, w'here lie wdshed them good night, 
after having, in order to (piet their apprehensions, protested, that 
if his opponent was satisfied, ho should never take any step towards 
the prosecution of the quarrel. Meanwhile tlie assenibly-room 
became the scene of tumult and uproar : the person who conceived 
himself injured, seeing Peregrine retire, struggled with his com- 
panions, in order to pursue and take satisfaction of our hero, whom 
he loaded with terms of abuse, ami challenged to single combat. 
The director of the ball lield a consultation with all the subscribers 
who w ere present ; and it was determined, by a^ majority of votes, 
that tlie two gentlemen who had occasioned the disturbance should 
bo desired t(' witlidraw. This resolution being signilied to one of 
the parties then present, ho made some difficulty of c^mplvjjlg, but 
w^as persuaded to submit by liis two confedci'iiWs^ wl^A'^Ownipanied 
him to the street-door, whore he was m^jlilil^'Yeregrino on his 
return to the assembly. 

TJiis elioleric gentleman, who was a country souire, no sooner 
saw his rival, than ho began to brandish his cudgd in a menacing 
posture, w’hen oIk’ adventurous youth, steppiug^iack with one foot, 
laid his hand upon the hilt of his sw^ord, which he drew half way 
4.out of tlie scabbard. TIjis attitude, and the sight of the blade, 
which glistened by moonlight in his fa^fe, ^ checked, in some sort, 
the ardour of his assailant, w'ho desired ho would lay aside his 
toaster, anevtake a bout with him at equal arms. Peregrine, who 
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was an expert cudgel-player, accepted the invitation ; then, ex- 
changing wea[)ons with Pipes, who stood behind him, put himself in 
a posture of defence, and received the attack of his acR'crsary, who 
struck at random, without either skill or economy. Pickle could 
have beaten the cudgel^ out of his liand at the first blow ; but as 
in that case ho would hsive been obliged in honour to give imme- 
diate quarter, ho resolved to discipline his antagonist without 
endeavouring to disable Fiim, until he should be Iieartily satisfied 
with the vengeance he liad takerf. With this view he returned 
the salute, and raised such a clatter about the squire’s pate, that 
one who had heard, witlioub seeing the application, would have 
mistaken the sound for tliat of a salt-box, in the hand of a 
dexterous meiTy-anarew, belonging to one of the booths at 
Bartliolomew-fair. Neither was this salutation confined to liis 
head ; his shouldeisf arms, thighs, ankles, and ribs, were visited 
with amazing rapidity, while Tom Pipes sounded the charge 
through liis fist. Peregrine, tired with this exercise, which had 
almost bereft his enemy of sensation, at last struck the decisive 
b]^w, in (fonsoquence of which the sejuire’s weapon flew out ^bf his 
grasp, and ho allowed our hero to be the better man. Satisfied 
with this ackiiowlcdgmont, the victi^r walked upstairs with such 
elevation of spirits and insolence of nnen, that nobody chose to 
intimate the losolution W'hich had been taken in his absence : 
there, having amused Iiimself for some time in beholding tlie 
country-dance^ he retreated to his lodging, whei%^ he indulged 
himself all nii^t in the contemidation of his own success. ^ 

Next day in the forenoon ho went to visit his partner ; and the 
gentleman, at whose house she lived, having been informed of his 
family and condition, received him witli great courtesy, as the 
aciiuaintarico of his cousin Gauntlet, and invited him to dinner 
that same day. Emilia was remarkably w’ell pleased, Avhen she 
understood the issue of his adventure, wliicli began to make some 
noise in town, even though it deprived her of a wealthy admirer. 
The squire, having consulted an attorney about the nature of the 
dispute, in h^jcs of being able to prosecute Peregrine for an 
assault, found little encouragement to go to law : he therefore 
resolved to pocket the insult and injury he had undergone, and to 
discontinue his addresses to her who was the cause of both. 

Our lover being told by his mistress that she proposed to stay a 
fortnight longer at Windsor, he determineef to enjoy lier company 
all that time, and then to give her a convoy to the house of her 
mother, whom he longed to see. In consequence of this plan, he 
every day contrived some fresh party of pleasure fur the ladies, to 
whom ho had b^^this time free access ; and entangled Iiimself so 
much in the snares of love, that he seemed (piito enchanted by 
Einilia’s charms, which wore now indeed almost irresistible. 
While he thus heedlessly roved in the flowery paths of pleasure, 
his governoi^ at Oxfoi-d, alarmed at the, unusual duration of his> 
absence, went to the yoiuig gentlemen who had accompanied him 
in his excursion, and very earnestly entreated them to*' tell him 
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what they knew concerning his pupil : they accordingly gave him 
an account of the rencounter that happened between Peregrine and 
Miss Emily '^Gauntlet in the castle, and mentioned circumstances 
sufficient to convince him that his charge was very dangerously 
engaged. ^ 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, Mr. Jolter durst 
not oven disoblige him ; therefore, instec\d of writing to the com- 
modore, he took horse immediately, and that same night reached 
Windsor, where ho found his stray sheep very much surprised at 
his unexpected arrival. The governor desiring to haX’^e some serious 
conversation with him, they shut themselves up in an apartment, 
xvheu Jolter, with great solemnity, communicated tlio cause of his 
journey, which was no other than his concern for his pupil’s wel- 
fare ; and very gravely undertook to prove, by mathematical 
demonstmtion, that this intrigue, if further ‘pursued, would tend 
to the young gentleman’s ruin and disgrace. This singular pro- 
I)Osition raised the curiosity of Peregrine, who promised to yield 
all manner of attention, and desired him to begin without further 
preamble. 

The governor, encouraged by this appearjiiicc of candour, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction in finding him so open to com^ction. and told 
him he would proceed upon geometrical principles j then, hemming 
thrice, observed that no inathomatical inquiries could l)e carried 
on, except upon certain data, or concessions of truth that xvere 
self-evident,; iind thcroforo he must crave his assent to a few 
axioips, xvhich ho was sure Mr. Pickle would see no reason to dis- 
pute. “In tho first place, then,” said he, “you will grant, J hope, 
that youth and discretion are with respect to each otlier as tw^o 
parallel lines, which, thougli infinitely produced, remain still 
equidistant, and will never coincide : then you must allow that 
passion iicts upon the human mind in a ratio compounded of the 
acuteness of sense and constitutional heat ; and, thirdly, you will 
not deny tJiat the angle of remorse is equal to that of prccipitation. 
These poduJata being admitted,” added he, taking pen, ink, and 
paper, and drawing a parallelogram, “let youth bo Represented by 
the right line, a h, and discretion by another right line, c d, parallel 
to tlie former. Com])lete the parallelogram, ahed, and let the point 
of intersection, h, represent perdition. Let passion, represented 
under thcr letter c, havq a motion in the direction c a. At the same 
time, let another motion bo communicated to it, inethe direction 
cd, it will proceed in the diagonal c6, and describe it in® the same 
time that it would have described tho side c a, by tho first motion, 
or the side, cd, by the second. To understand the demonstration 
of this corollary, we must premise this obvious principle, that 
xyhen a body is acted upon by a motion of power parallel to a right 
line given in position, this power, or motion, has no offiect to cause, 
the b<^y to approach towards that line, or recede frqm it, but to 
«movQ in a line parallel to a right line gnly ; as appears frem the 
second law of motion : therefore ea beiiig^rallel to d ; 

His pupil having listened to luni thus for, could contain himselt 
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no longer, but interrupted the investigation with a loud laugh, 
and told him that his postulata pub him in mind jof a certain 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who undertook to disprove the 
existence of natural evil, and asked no other datum on which to 
found his demonstrati(ui, hut an acknowledgment that “every- 
thing that is, is right.*' “You may therefore," said ho, in a 
peremptory tone, “spare yourself the trouble of torturing your 
^ invention ; for, after all, I am pretty certain that I sliall want 
capacity to comprehend the discussion of your lemma, and con- 
sequently bo obliged to refuse my assent to your deduction.” 

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration, and so much 
offended at Peregrine’s disrespect, that he could not help express- 
ing liis displeasure, by telling him flatly, that he was too violent 
and headstrong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle moans ; that 
he (tlio tutor) must®be obliged, in the discharge of his duty and 
conscience, to inform the commodore of his pupil's imprudence ; 
that if the laws of this realm were effectual, they would take cog- 
nizance of the gipsy who had led him astray ; and observed, by 
wAy of edbtrast, that if such a preposterous intrigue had happened 
in France, she would have been clapped up in a convent two years 
ago. Our lowsr’s eyes kindled with indignation, when ho heai^ 
his mistress treated with such irreverence: he could scarce refrain 
from inflicting manual chastisement on the blasphemer, whom he 
reproached in his wrath as an arrogant pedant, without cither 
delicacy or sense, and cautioned him against ueing any such 
impertinent freedoms with his affairs for the future, on ptyn of 
incurring more severe effects of his resentment, 

^r. Jolter, who entertained very high notions of that veneration 
to which ho thought himself oiititlod by his character and qiialiti- 
cationa, had not borne, witliout repining, his want of influence 
and authority over his pupil, against whom he cherished a par- 
ticular grudge ever since the adventure of the painted oye ; and 
therefore, on this occasion, his politic forbearJinee had been over- 
come by the accumulated motives of his disgust. Indeed, ho 
would have rfeignod his charge with disdain, had not he been 
encouraged to persevere, by the hopes of a good living which 
Trunnion had in gift;, or known how to dispose of himself for 
the present to better advantage. 


CttAr. XXV.— Ho receives a T^etter from bis Aunt, breaks with the Commodore, and 
disobliges the Lieutenant, who. nevcrtbeless. undertakes his Cause. 

Ms AN WHILE he quitted tho youth in high dudgeon, and that same 
evening despatched a letter for Mrs. Trmiiubn, wMch was dictated 
by the first transports of his passion, and of cowAe replete with 
severe animadversions on the misconduct of his pupil. In conse*^ 
» qu^oe of thiji complaint, it was not long before Peregrine received 
an epistle from his auntf^ therein she commemorated all the cir- 
cumstances of the commodore's benevolence towards him *when ho 
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was helpless and forlorn, deserted and abandonecL by his own 
parents ; upbraided him for his misbehaviour, and neglect of his 
tutor’s advice ; and insisted upon his breaking off all intercourse 
with that girl who had seduced his youth, as he valued the con- 
tinuance of her aflection and her husband's ^regard. 

As our lover’s own ideas of generosity were extremely refined, 
he was shocked at the indelicate insinuj^tions of Mrs. Trunnion, 
and felt all the pangs of an ingenuous mind that labours under ^ 
obligations to a person whom if contcinns. Far from obeying her 
injunction, or humbling himself by a submissive answer to her 
reprehension, his resentment buoyed him up above every selfish 
consideration : ho resolved to attach himself Jo Emilia, if possible, 
more ihiiri ever ; and although he was temi>ted punish the offt- 
ciousness of Joltor, by recriminating upon his life and conversation, 
he generously withstood the impulse of his pas»»ioii, because ho knew 
that his governor had no other dei)cndence than the good opinion 
of the commodore. He could not, however, digest in silence the 
severe expostulations of his aunt ; to which he replied by the follow- 
ing letter, addressed to her husband : — * 

*• Sir, — T hough my tompeT could never stoop to offer, nor, I believe, your dUpop.illon 
deign to receive that gross incense which the illiberal only expect, ani! none but the base- 
nilnded condescend to pay ; my scntiineiits have ah>uyH done justice to your gincroslty, 
and my intention scrupulously adhered, to the dictates (*f my duty. Cuuscloua of this 
ititcgriiy of heait, 1 cannot but severely feel your lady's unkind (1 will not rail it ungene- 
rous) recapitulation of the favours 1 have received ; and, us I take It lor granted that you 
knew and approved of her letter, I must beg Umvo to ussuio you, that, fur I'lom being 
swayed by menace^nd Teproach, 1 am delerniined to embrace the moht abject extremity 
of fortune, rather than submit to sucli dishonourable compulsion. \\*nrn 1 am tieuted in 
a mortf delicate and re^pottful manner, 1 hope I shull behave as becomes, -Sir, your 
obliged P rit'KLK.” 

The commodore, who did not understiiiid those nice distinctions 
of behaviour, and dreaded the consotpience of Peregrine’s anioui-, 
against which ho was strangely prepossessed, seemed exasperated 
at the insolence and obstinacy of this adoj^ted son, to whose epistle 
he wrote the following answer, which was transmitted by the hands 
of Hatchway, wdio had orders to bring the delimpient along with 
him to the garrison : — ^ 

IIkark VF.Cnirn, — You need not bring your fine ppcecliea to bear upon me: you only 
expend your ummunittua to no purpose. Your aunt told yon nothing but truth ; lor it is 
always fair and boiicst to be above-board, d’ye see I am iiifonned as bow' you are in 
chace oF a painted gaUey, wbich will decoy you upon the flats fif destruction, unless you 
keep a better look-out and n huier reckoning than you b.ive UltbtMto done; and 1 have sent 
Jack Hatchway to see how tlio Jiiid lies and warn >oii of your danger : If to be as you will 
put about ship, and let hioi steer you into this Inn hour, you shall meo^with a .*%afe berth 
and friendly reception; but if you refuse to alter your course, you caiirud expect any 
farther assistance from yours, as you behave, JlAWs>:i: Tiiunmon.’* 

Peregrine was equally piqued and disconcerted at the receipt of 
this letter, which Avas quite different fiom what he had expected ; 
and declared in a resolute tone to the lieutenant” who brought it, 
that he might return as soon as he pleased, for ho was determined to 
consult his own inclination, and remain for some time longer where 
,Jiewas. 

Hatchway endeavoured to persuade ^lira, by all the arguments 
which hf.i sagacity and friendship could supply, to show a little 
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more cloforoiice for tlic old man, who was by this time rendered 
fretful and peevish by the gout, which now hindered him from 
enjoying himself as usual, and who might, in his liassion, take 
some step very much to the detriment of the young gentleman, 
whom lie had hitherto considered as his own son. Among other 
remonstrances, Jack olD.served that mayhap IVrogrine Iwid got 
under Emilia’s hatches, and did not choose to set her adrift ; 
and that if that was the case, he himself would take charge of 
the vessel, and sec her cargo safeljf delivered ; for he had a respect 
for the young woman, and hia needle pointed towards matrimony ; 
and as, in all probalulitv, she could m)t be iinich the worse for the 
wear, he would make .shift to scud through life with her under an 
easy sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and, having thanked 
him for iliis last instance of his complaisant o, repeated his resolu- 
tion of adhering to his lirst purpc.&o. Hatchway, having profited 
so little by mild exhortations, assumed a more percmjitory aspect, 
and plainly told him that he neither could nor would go home 
without Ifliii ; so he had best make immediate proparatioii fbr the 
voyage. 

Peregrine m#dc no other reply to this declaration than by a con- 
temptuous smile, and rose from his scat in orfler to retire ; iiiion 
winch the lieutenant started up, and, posting himself by the door, 
protested, with some menacing gestures, that he would not sufl'er 
him to run a-head neither. The other, incensed ab his presump- 
tion, in attempting to detain him by force, tripped uj) hia WQoden 
leg, and laid him on liis back in a moment ; tlicu walked delibe- 
rately towards the park, in order t<i indulge his rcllcciion, which at 
that time teemed with dis.igreeahlo llioiights. He had mib proceeded 
two hundred .stops, wlieu ho heard sonietlung blowing and stamping 
behind him ; and, looking back. ])orceived the lieutenant at his heels, 
with rage and indignation in his countenance. This oxaspcraletl 
seaman, imjiatient of the allVont he had rcjcoivod, and forgetting all 
the circumstances of their former intimacy, advanced with great 
eagerness to Ms old friend, .saying, “ Look ye, brother, you're a 
saucy hoy, and if you was at sea, 1 would have your backside brought 
to the davit for yoi^r disobedience ; but as we are on shore, you and 
I must crack a pistol at one another : liere is a brace ; you shall take 
whicli you please.” 

Peregrine, ^pon recollection, was sorry for having been laid 
under the^ncoessity of disobliging honest flack, and very frankly 
asked his pardon for wliat he had dtnio. But this coiidcsceiisiou 
was misinterpreted hy the other, who refused any other satisfaction 
but that which aiuoflicer ought to claim ; and, with some irreverent 
exjircssions, asked if Perry was afraid of his bacoi^? The youth, 
inflamed at this unjOst insinuation, darted a feroefoua look at the 
challenger, told him ho liad paid but too much regard to his in- 
firmitios, and* bid him walk^ forward to the park, where he would 
soon convince him of his error, if ho thought his concession fg-oceoded 
from fear. 
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About this time they were overtaken by Pipes,' who, having 
heard the Ifoutcnant’s fall, and seen him pocket his pistols, sus- 
pected there was a quarrel in the case, and followed him with a 
view of protecting liis master. Peregrine, seeing him amve, and 
guessing his intention, assimied an air of sA’cnity ; and pretending 
that ho had left his liandkercliief at the inn, ordered his man to go 
thither and fetch it to liini in the park, wllcre he would find them 
at his return. This command was twice repeated before Tom 
would take any other notice of the message, except by shaking his 
head ; but being urged with many threats and curses to obedience, 
ho gave them to understand that he knew their drift too well to 
trust them by themselves. “As for you, Lieutenant Hatclnvay," 
said ho, “1 have been your shijunato, and know you to bo a sailor, 
that’s enough ; and as for master, I know liiiq, to be as good a man 
as ever slept betwixt stem and stern, wdicroby, if you have finytlung 
to say to him, 1 am your man, as the saying is. Here’s my sapling, 
and 1 don’t value your crackers of a rope’s end.” This oration, the 
longesb that ever Pipes was knoivu to make, ho coucludod witb a 
flourish of his cudgel, and enforced wdth such dotormined refusals 
to leave thorn, that they found it im])ossiblc to bring the cause to 
mortal arliitrcmcnt at that time, and strolled about the park in 
profound silence ; during which, Hatchw'ay’s indignation subsiding, 
he, all of a sudden, thrust out his hand as an advance to recon- 
ciliation, wdiicb lieing cordially shaken by JV^rcgrinc, a general 
pacification ciisucd ; and ivas fcdlowod by a consultation eibout 
the means of extricating the youth from his pre.sent perplexity. 
Hfid liis disposition boon like that of most other young men, it 
would have Ijecii no difficult task to overcome his difiiculties ; but 
such was the obstinacy of Jiis pride, chat ho deemed himself bound 
in honour to resent the letters ho had received ; and instead 
of submitting to the pleasuie of the commodore, expected an 
acknowledgment from him, without which ho ivould listen to no 
terms of accoiniiiodatioii. “Had J been liis own son,” said he, “I 
should have borne his reproof, and sued for foi^giveness ; but 
knowing myself to be on the footing of an orphan, who depends 
entirely upon liiii benevolence, I am jealous of cvciything that 
can be cemstrued into disrespect, and insist upon being treated 
with the most punctual regard. T shall now make application to 
my father, who is obliged to provide for me by the ^cs of nature, 
a.s w^cll as the laws of the land ; and if ho shall rofiise. to do me 
justice, T can never w'ant cmidoyment while men are required for his 
majesty’s service.” 

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, begged ho would take 
no new step until he should hear from him ; and that very evening 
set out for the garrison, where he gave Trunni«n an nxicount of the 
miscarriage of his negotiation, told him how highly Peregrine was 
o offended at the letter, communicated the yoting gentlbman’s senti- 
ments and resolution, and finally assured him, that unless he should 
think proper to ask pardon for the oflenco be had committed, he 
would, in 411 appearance, never more behold the face of his godson. 
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The old commodore was utterly confounded at^this piece of 
intelligence : he had expected all the humility of obedience and 
contrition from the young man ; and, instead of that, received 
nothing but the most igdigiiant opposition, and even found himself 
in the circumstances of an offender, obliged to make atonement, or 
forfeit all correspondenqp ^vuth his favourite. These insolent con- 
ditions at first threw him into an agony of wrath ; and he vented 
execrations with sucli rapidity tliat ho left himself no time to 
breathe, and had almost been suffocated with his choler. He in- 
veighed bitterly against the ingratitude of Peregrine, whom ho 
mentioned with ma,ny opprobrious epithets, and swore that he 
ought to be keelhauled for his presumption ; but when he began to 
reflect more coolly upon the spirit of the young gentleman, which 
had already manifoikted itself on n>;iny occasions, and listened to 
the suggestions of Hatchway, whom he had always considered as 
an oracle in his way, his resentment abated, and ho determined to 
take Perry into favour again ; this placability being not a little 
facilitateTl by Jack’s narrative of our hero’s intrepid behaviour at 
the assembly, as well as the contest with him in the park. But 
still this plaguy amour occurred like a bugbear to his imagination ; 
for he held it as an infallible maxim, that woman was an eternal 
source of misery to man. Indeed, this apophthegm he seldom 
repeated since his niari-iage, except in tlio company of a very few 
infyirnatos, to whose secrecy and discretion ho could trust. Finding 
Jack himself ixt a lumplus in the affair of Emilia, he consulted Mrs. 
Trunnion, who was ccpially surprised and offended when she under- 
stood that her letter did not produce the desired effect ; and after 
having imputed the youth’s obstinacy to his uncle’s unseasonable 
indulgence, had recourse to the advice of tho parson, who, still 
with an eye to his friend’s advantage, counselled them to send the 
young gentleman on his travels, in tlio course of which he would, 
in all probaliility, forget the amusements of his greener years. 
Tho propo.sa] was judicious, and immediately approved ; when 
Trunnion, goiflg into his closet, after divers eiforts, produced the 
following billet, with which Jack departed for Windsor that same 
afternoon : — • 

“ Mt GOon Lad, —If I gave offence in my last letter, I’m sorry for’t, d’ye sec: I thought 
it was the likcllpst way to bring you up; but. In time to come, you shall have a larger 
swing of cable. When you can spare time, I shall bo chui if you will make a short trip 
and see your nuntf and him ^lio is— Your loving godfather and humble s^'i'yant, 

• “Hawser Tkcnntok. 

“ P.S. If you want money, you may draw upon me payable at .sight.” 


CfiAi*. XXVI.— He becomes Melancholy and De.spondcnt— In favoured with tho con- 
descending Letter from Ids Uncle— Reconciles himself to his Governor, and sets out with 
Kmllla and her^lfriend for Mrs. Gauntlet’s House. 

• 

pBHEORiNB, fortified as he Vas with pride and indignatioij^ did not 
fail to feel the smarting suggestions of his present situation : after 
having lived so long in an affluent and imperious mannel*, he could 
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ill l)iv)()k tlio thoughts of submitting to the mortifying exigencies 
of life. All Vhe gaudy schemes of pomp and pleasure, which his 
luxuriant imagination liad formed, began to dissolve ; a train of 
melancholy ideas took po.sscssiou of his thoughts ; and the prospect 
of losing Emilia was not the least part of 4ii3 affliction. Though 
he endeavoured to RUi)i)ress the chagrin that preyed U])on his heart, 
ho could not conceal tlie disturbance of lii\s mind from the penetra- 
tion of tliat amiable young lady, who sympjithized with him in her 
lioarfc, though she could not give her tcuigiic tlic lilicrty oi asking 
the cause of his disorder ; for, notwithstanding all the ardour of his 
addresses, he never could obtain from her the declaration of a 
mutual flame; because, though he had Inthcito treated her with 
tlio utmost reverence of rospeet, he had never once iiieiiticmed the 
final aim (>f Ids jiassion. However honoural)l^e she supiiosed it to 
be, she had disceinmont enough to foioseo lliat vanity or interest, 
co-o]ieratiiig with the levity of youth, might one day deprive lier 
of her lover, and slie was too proud to gi\c liim any handle of exult- 
ing at^ her expense. Although lie was ri'ceived by her*»vYitli the 
most distinguished eivilily, and even an intimacy of fiieiidship, all 
his solicitations could never extort from lier an acknowledgment 
of love : on the contrary, being of a g.iy disjiosition, she Siunetiiiios 
coquetted with other admirers, that his attention thus whetted 
might never abate, and that he might see she had other resources 
in case he should Hag in his atlectinn. 

This being the iirudcnhal plan on which she acted, it cannot ho 
supposed tJiat she would C4mdeseeiid to inquiro into (he state of Ids 
thoughts when she saw him thus affect ed ; but she, ju^vertheless, 
imposed that task on her cousin and coididant, who, as they walked 
together in the park, observed that he seemed to lie out of humour. 
When this is the case, such a (jiiestion generally increases the 
disease ; at least it had that eiroct upon Peregrine, who replied 
somewhat peevislily, “I assure you, madam, yon never was more 
mistaken in your ob.sorvations.” — “T think so, loo,’’ said Emilia, 
“for I never saw Mr. Pickle in higher B])irits.” t. This ironical 
encomium completed his confusion : he aflected to smile, but it 
was a smile of anguish, and in his heart he cur.«ed the vivacity of 
both. He could not for his soul recollect himseli so as to utter one 
connected sontenr,e- ; and the suspicion that they observed every 
circumstance of his behaviour, throw such a damp on his spirits 
that lie was quite ovovwhelmed with shame and rese'ntiqijut, when 
Sophy, casting her eyes towards the gate, said, “ Yonder is your 
servant, Mr. Pickle, with another man who seems lo liave a wooden 
leg.” Peregrine started at this intelligence, and immediately 
underwent sundry change.s of comjdoxion, knowing that his fate, in 
a great measuni, •depended iqion tlie information he would receive 
from his friend. 

» Hatchway, advancing ]bo the company, after a bracis of sea bows 
to the ladies, took the youth aside, and^put the commodore’s letter 
into his hand, which threw him into such an agitation that he could 
scarce proAounco, “ Ladies, will you give me leave 1 ” When, in 
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consequence* of their permission, ho attempted to open the billet, 
he fumbled with such manifest disorder, that his tnistress, who 
watched his mot ions, began to think there was something very in- 
teresting in the message ; and so much was she affected with his 
concern, that she was fain to turn her head another way, and wipe 
the tears from her lovely eyes. 

Meanwhile, Perogrimf no sooner read the first sentence than his 
countenance, which before was overcast with a deep gloom, began 
to bo lighted up ; and every feature unbondiug by degrees, h(3 re- 
covered his serenity. Having poriisod tli(‘ letter, his eyes si)arkling 
with joy and gratitude, lie hugged the lieutenant in his arms, and 
presented him to the ladies as one of liis b(ist friends. Jack met 
With a most gracious rocfj>tion, and shook Emilia by the hand, 
telling her, with tl^e familiar ai)])ellatioii of ‘‘old ac(juaiiitance,” 
that he did not care how soon he v, is masiei' of such another clean- 
going frigate as herself. The whole company jiartook of this 
favourable change tliat evidently appeared in our lover’s recollec- 
tion, and enlivened his conversation with such an uncommon How 
r)f Hprightlincss and good humour, as even made an impression on 
the iron cour^tcnance of Ih’pes himself, wdio actually smiled with 
satisfaction as he walkcal behind them. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, they directed their course 
homeward ; and while the \alet attended Hatchway to the imi. 
Peregrine escorted the hnlios to llieir lodgings, vvlierc ho owned 
the justness of Sophy’s remark in saying he was out of humour, 
and told them ho had been extremely chagrined at a difference 
which had hap])ened between him and his uncle, to whom, by the 
letter which they had seen him receive, he now found himself 
happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and declined 8 ta 3 nng to 
sup with them, on account of the longing desire he had to converse 
'with his friend Jack, he took liis leave, and repaired to the inn, 
where Hatchway' informed him of everything that had happened 
in the garri.sq^i ujion his rejireseiitations. Far from being disgusted, 
he was perfectly well pleased wit!i the prospect of going abroad, 
which llaLterod his vanity and ambition, gratified Ins tliirst after 
knowledge, and iTidulged that turn for observation, for which he 
had been remarkable from his most lender years. Neither did he 
believe a slnn’t absence would tend to the ])rcjudice of his love, 
but, on tjie Contrary, enhance the value of his heart, because he 
should return better accomplished, and, consequently, a more wel- 
come offering to his mistress. Elevated witli these sentiments, his 
heart dilated with joy ; and the sluices of his natural benevolence 
being opened by this ha])py turn of his affairs, he sent his compli- 
ments to Mr. JoltQ]‘, to whom he had not spoktvT during a whole 
week, and desired ho would favour Mr. Hatchway and him with 
his company at supper. ^ 

The governor was not ^eak enough fo decline this invitation ; 
in consequence of which he forthwith appeared, and wan cordially 
welcomed by the relenting pupil, who expressed his sowow for the 
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misunderstanding which had prevailed between them,^and assured 
him that for Jho future he would avoid giving him any just cause 
of complaint. Jolter, who did not want afiections, was melted by 
this acknowledgment, which ho could not have expected ; and, 
earnestly protested, that his chief study bad always been, and 
ever should bo, to promote Mr. Pickle’s interest and happiness, 

The best part of the night being spenii in the circulation of a 
cheerful glass, the company broke up ; and next morning Peregrine 
went out with a view of making his mistress acquainted with his 
uncle’s intention of sending liim out of the kingdom for his improve- 
mont, and of saying everything which he thought necessary for the 
interest of his love. He found her ut brcakfj^jst with her cousin ; 
and, as he was very full of tho subject of hia visit, had scarce 
fixed himself in his seat, when he brought it upon the carpet, by 
asking, vrith a smile, if the ladies had any c^.mmands for Paris? 
Emilia at this question began to stare, and her confidant desired 
to know who was going thither? I He no sooner gave them to 
understiand that he himself intended in a sliort time to visit that 
capital, than his mistress with great i)recipitation wished him a 
good journey, ax\(l affected to tiilk with indifference about tho 
pleasures he would enjoy in France ; but when he sei^lously assured 
Sophy, who asked if he was in earnest, that his uncle actually 
insisted upon his making a short lour, tlie tears gushed in poor 
Emilia’s eyes, and she was at groat pains to conceal her concern, 
by observing tKat the tea was so scalding hot, as to jnake her eyes 
water.t This pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or 
even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, who after break- 
fast, took an opportunity of quilting tho room. 

Tlius left hy themselves, Peregrine imparted to her what he had 
learnt of the conmiodoro’s intention, without, however, mentioning 
a syllable of his being offended at their correspondence ; and accom- 
panied his information with such fervent vows of eternal constancy 
and solemn promises of » speedy return, that Emily’s heart, which 
had been invaded by a suspicion that tliis scheme of travelling 
was the effect of her lover’s inconstancy, began to be'more at ease ; 
and she could not help signifying her approbation of liis design. 

This affair being amicably compromised, ho as?:ed how soon she 
proposed to set out for her mother’s house ; and understanding that 
her departure was fixed for next day but one, and that her Cousin 
Sophy intended to accompany her in her father’s cliariot, he repeated 
his intention of attending her. In tho mean time he clisifiissed the 
governor and tho lieutenant to tlio garrison, with his compliments 
to his aunt and the commodore, and a faithful promise of his being 
with them in six days at farthest. These previous measures being 
taken, ho, attended by Pipes, set out with tlio ladies ; and they had 
also a convoy for twelve miles from Sophy’s father, who, at parting, 
recommended them piously to tho care of Peregrine, *witb whom, 
‘by this time, he was perfectly well acquayited, 
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Chap. XIVlI.—Thcy meet wKh a drcadfVil Alarm on tho Hoad— Arrive ft their Journey'a 
end — Peregrine i.s introduced to Kmily's Brother — These two young Oentlcmen mis- 
understand each oLbcr—Pickle de^iarts lor the Garrison. 

Ab they travelled at an easy rate, they had performed something 
more than one-half of yioir journey, when they were' benighted 
near an inn, at whicli they resolved to lodge ; the accommodation 
was very good, they supped together with great mirth and enjoy- 
ment, and it was not till after he lia<l been warned by tho yawns 
of the ladies, that he conducted tlicm to their apartment ; where, 
wishing them good yight, he retired to his own, and went to rest. 
The house was crowded with country-people who had been at a 
neighbouring fair, and now regaled themselves with ale and 
tobacco in the yard ;«ro that their cousidciafion, which at any time 
was but slender, being now overwlielmed by this debauch, they 
staggered into their rea]iective kennels, and left a lighted caudle 
sticking to one of the w^oodeii pillars that supjjortcd the gallery. 
Tho flaiu^ in a little time laid hold on the wood, which w'as ka dry 
as tinder : and the wliole gallery was on fire, when Peregrine sud- 
denly waked, and found hinisolf almost sutfooated. He si)rang up 
in an in.staub, slipped on liis breeclies,. and, throwing open the door 
of hi^ chamber, saw the whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! wdiat were tlic emotions of his soul, when he beheld 
tlio volumes of flame and smoke rolling tow’ards tiie door where 
his dear Emiha lay ! Regardless of his own danger, ho 4arted 
himself through tlie thickest of tho gloom, when knocking hard, 
and calling at the same time to the ladies, witli the most anxious 
entreaty to bo admitted, the door was opened by Emilia in her 
shift, who asked, with tho utmost, trepidation, what was the matter? 
Me made no reidy, but snatching her up in liis arms, like another 
-^neas, here her through the flames to a pl.ico of safety ; where 
leaving her before she could recollect herself, or ])ronouncc one 
word, but “Alas ! my Cousin Sophy ! ’’ he flow back to tho rescue of 
that young liiHy, and found her already delivcrcid by Pipes, who 
having been alarmed by the smell of fire, had got up, rushed 
immediately to the chamber wheie he knew these companions 
lodged, and (Eiriily being saved by her lover) brought off Miss 
Sophy with the loss «>f his own) shock -head of hair, w'hich was 
singed off in kia retreat. 

By this* time the whole inn was alarmed; every lodger, as well 
as servant, exerted himself, in order to stop tho progress of ‘.lia 
calamity : and there being a w^ell-repleni.shed horse- pond in . *ie 
yard, in less tha*i an hour the fire w^as totally extinguished, with- 
out having done any other damage than that of consuming about 
two yards of tho wo6dcu galleiy. • 

All this ^imo our young gentleman closely attended his fair 
charge, each of whom h«^l swooned wit4i apprehension ; but as* 
their constitutions were good, and their spirits not easily 4i8sipated, 
irhen upon reflection they found themselves and the^ company 
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safe, and that the flames were happily quenched, the tumult of 
their fears Subsided, they put on their clothes, recovered their 
good humour, and began to rally eacli other on the trim in which 
they had been secured. Soidiy observed that now Mr. Pickle had 
an indisputable claim to her cousin’s affection ; and therefore she 
ought to lay aside all affected reserve fo^ the future, and frankly 
avow the sentiments of her heart. Emily retorted the argument, 
})utting her in mind, that by the* same claim Mr. Pipes was entitled 
t(j the like return from her. Her friend admitted the force of the 
conclusion, iirovidod she could not lind means of satisfying her 
deliverer in another shape ; and, turning to the valet, who hap- 
pened to be present, asked if his heart was not oilier wise engaged ? 
Tom, wdio did not conceive the meaning of the <iuestion, st(»od 
silent according to custom ; and the interroga‘,ion being repeated, 
answered, w'ith a grin, “Heart-whole as a biscuit, I'll assure you, 
mistress.” — “^Vhat 1 ” said Eunlia, ‘'have you never been in love, 
Thomas T’— Yes, forsooth,” replied the valet without hesitation, 
‘‘sometimes of a inurning.” ** 

Peregrine could not help laughing, and his mlstrc.ss looked a 
little disconcerted at this blunt repaiteo : while yojc'hy, slipiung a 
purse into his li.uid, told him there ^vas Ksoinething to i)urcliase a 
periwig. Tom, having consulted his uiaKster’s eyes, refused the 
present, saying, “ No, thank 3 'e as much as if I did ; ” and though 
she insisted u[v^,)n liis putting it in his ])ocket, as a small testimony 
of her gratitude, ho could not be prevailed upon t(> avail himself 
of her generosity ; but following lier to tlie otlier end of the room, 
thrust it into her sleeve without ceremony, exclaiming, “Pll be 

<1 d to hell if I do.” Peregrine, having checked him for his 

lioorish behaviour, bent him out of the room, and begged that Miss 
Sophy would nob eudea\oui to debauch the morals of his servant, 
who, rough and uncultivated as he w'as, had sense enough to per- 
ceive that he liad no pieteiision to any such acknowledgment. 
But she argued, witli great vehemence, that she kIiouIcI never be 
able to make an acknowledgment .adeipiate to the ayrvico he had 
<lone her, and tlwit she should never be perfectly easy in her own 
mind until she lound some ojiportuiiity of marpfestiiig the sense 
she had of the obligation: “1 do not juetend,” said she, “to 
reward Mr, Pipe.s ; but 1 shall be absolutely unhappy, unless 1 arn 
allowed to give him some token of my regard.” ^ 

Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited, desired, that sincai she was 
bent upon displaying her generosity, she would not bestow upon 
him any ])ecuniary gratiflcatioii, but honour him with some trinket, 
as a mark vi consideration ; because ho himself such a parti- 
cular value for the fellow, on account of his attachment and fidelity, 
that he slxould be sorry to see him treated on the footing of a com- 
mon mercenary domestic. There was not one jewel in the poascs- 
•sioii of this grateful youpg lady, that she would not 'have gladly 
given as a recompense, or badge of distiflctioii, to her rescuer ; but 
his maate'r pitched upon a seal ring of no great value that hung at 
her watch, and Pipes, being called in, had permission to accept 
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that testimony of Miss So|)hy’8 favour. Tom received it accord- 
ingly with suiidiy scrax>e3 ; and, having kissed it with^great devo- 
tion, put it on his little finger, and strutted off, extremely proud of 
his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of aspect, told her 
lover tliat ho had instructgd her how to beliave towards him ; and, 
taking a diamond ring from her finger, desired he would wear it 
for her sake. He received the badgl) as became him, and presented 
another in exchange, which she at first refused, alleging that it 
would destroy the intent of her acknowledgment ; but Peregrine 
"nssured her he had aoceptc«l her jewel, not as a proof of her grati- 
tude, but as the mark*of her love ; and that if she refused a mutual 
token, he should look upon himself as the object of her disdain. 
Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks {flowed resentment at this 
imjmdeiit intimation, which she cjusiderud as an unseasonable 
insult ; and the young gentleman, perceiving her emotion, stood 
corrected for his temerity, and iisked pardon for the liberty of his 
roinonstraftcc, which ho hoped she wouM ascribe to the prevjdonce 
of that principle alone, which he had always taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy, seoin^j him disconcerted, interposed m his behalf, and 
chid her cousin for having juactised .such unnecessary aflectfil ion ; 
upon which, Emilia, softened into compliance, hold out her finger 
as a .signal of her condescension. Peregrine jint on the ring wuth 
great eagerness, and mumbled her soft white hand in an ecstasy 
which would not allow' him to contine his embraces to that ymb, 
but urged him to seize her hy the w'aist, and snatch a delicious 
kiss from her love-pouting lips ; mu- w'ouhl lie leave her a butt to 
the ridicule of Sophy, on whoso mouth lie instantly committed a 
rape of tlio same nature ; so that the two friends, countenanced by 
each other, reprehended him with such gentleness of rebuke, that 
he Avas almost tem])tcd to repeat the olfence. 

The morning being mjw liglited up, and the servants of the inn 
on foot, he ordered some chocolate for breakfast ; and, at the desire 
of the ladies, •eiit Pipes to see the Imrscs fed,* and the cliariot 
Iirepared, Avliile lie Avent to the bar, and discharged the bill. 

These measures l^eing taken, they set out about five o'clock, and 
having refreshed themselvcR and their cattle at another inn on the 
road, proceeded in the afternoon. Without meeting with any 
other accident^ they safely arrived at the place of their destination, 
Avherc Mra (hiuntlot expressed her joy at seeing her old friend 
Mr. Pickle, whom, hoAvover, she kindly reproached for the long 
discontinuance of his regard. Without explaining the cause of 
tluit interruption’, , he protested that his love and esteem had never 
boon discontinued, and that for the future ho should omit no occa- 
sion of testifying hotv much ho had her frioiidshi)? at heart. She 
then made him acquainted w'ith her stin, w'ho at that time was in 
the house, being excused fi'oni his duty by furlough. 

This young man, whoso ^ame Avas Godfrey, was about the age 
of twenty, of a middling size, vigorous make, remarkalJly w^ell- 
shaped, and the scars of the smalPpox, of which ho bdlo a good 
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number, added a peculiar manliness to the air of his countenance. 
His capacity was good, and his disposition naturally frank and 
easy ; but lie had been a soldier from his infancy, and his education 
was altogether in the military style. He looked upon taste and 
letters as more pedantry, beneath the consideration of a gentleman ; 
and every civil sbatiou of life as moan, when compared with the 
profession of arms. He had made groat progress in the gymnastic 
sciences of dancing, fencing, and riding ; pla^^ed perfectly well on 
the German flute; and, above all things, valued himself upon 1ft 
scrupulous observance of all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered tliemsclves upon equal footing,^ 
in all probability they would have immediately entered into a 
league of intimacy and friendship : but this sutheiont soldier 
looked upon his sister’s admirer as a young student raw from the 
university, and utterly ignorant of mankind''; while Squiro Picklo 
beheld Godfrey in the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior 
to himself in fortune, as well as every other accomplishment. This 
mutual misunderstanding could not fail of producing apimosities. 
The very next day after Peregrine’s arrival, some sharp repartees 
passed between them in presence of the ladies, before wiiom each 
endeavoured to assert liis own superiority. In tht*se contests our 
hero never failed of obtaining the victory, because his genius was 
more acute, and his talents better cultivated than those of his 
antiigoriist, wlio therefore took umbrage at his success, became 
jealous of likV reputfition, and began to treat hiiii^ with marks of 
scorn and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and, dreading the consequence of his ferocity, not 
only took him to task in private fc^r his impolite behaviour, but 
also entreated her lover to make allowances for the roughness of 
her brother’s education. He kindly assured her, that whatever 
pains it might cost him to vanquish his own impetuous tcAnper, he 
would, for her sake, endure all the mortifications to which her 
brother’s arrogance might exj»ose him; and, after having stayed 
with her two days, and enjoyed several private interviews, during 
which he acted the part of a most passionate lov8r, he took Ilia 
leave of Mrs. Gauntlet overnight, and told the young ladies he 
would call early next morning to bid them farewell. He did not 
neglect this piece of duty, and found the two fiioiids and break-* 
fast already prepared in the i)arlour. All three being extremely 
affecteil with the thoughts of parting, a most pathetic silence for 
some time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to it hf lamenting 
his fate, in being obliged to exile himself so long from the dear 
object of bis most interesting wish. He begged, with the most 
earnest supplications, that she would now, in cemsideration of the 
cruel absence .Uo must suffer, give him the qonsolation which she 
had hitherto refused ; namely, tliati of knowing ho possessed a 
place within her heart. The confidant seconded. his request^ 
representing that it wa& now no time Jbo disguise her sentiment 
when her lover was about to leave the kingdom, and might be in 
danger contracting other connections, unless he was cunfinvied 
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in hia const£i,ncy, by knowing how far he could depend upon her 
love ; and, in short, she was plied with such irresistibk importu- 
nities, that she answered, in the utmost confusion, ‘‘Though I 
have avoided literal acknowledgments, methinks the circumstances 
of. my behaviour might Ijjwo convinced Mr. Pickle that I do not 
regard him as a common acquaintance.’' — “My charming Emily !” 
cried the impatient lover, ^n-owing himself at her feet, “why will 
you deal out my happiness in such scanty portion ? Why will 
you thus mince the declaration winch would overwhelm me with 
pleasure, and cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh amid tho 
solitude of separation?” His fair mistress, molted by this 
image, replied, with th^ tears gushing from her eyes, “ I’m afraid 
1 shall feel that separation moi*e severely tlian you imagine.” 
Transported at this flattering confession, he pressed her to his breast, 
and while her head reclined upon his neck, mingled his tears with 
hers in great abundance, breathing the most tender vows of eternal 
fidelity. The gentle heart of Sopliy could nf>t bear this scene 
unmoved : she wept with sympathy, and encouraged the lovei^ to 
resign themselves to tho will of fate, and support their spirits with 
tho lioi)o of meeting again on hapj)ier terms. Finally, after mutual 
promisos, oxhortn. lions, and endearments, Peregrine took hia leave, 
his heart being so full that ho could scarce ])ronoimcc tlie word 
Adieu 1 and, mounting his horse at the door, set out with Pipes for 
tho garrison. 


Cu.vp. XXVIJI. — Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Oauntlct, will) whom he fights a Duel, 
ami contracts an intimate Frieud.-hip — He anlves ut the Oanison, and finds his Mother 
as implacablo as ever — He is insulted by his Brother Uauii whose Preceptor he discipliues 
with a Uorsewhip. 

In order to expel tho melancholy images that took possession of 
his fancy, at j)arting from his mistress, he called in tlie flattering 
ideas of those pleasures ho expected to enjoy in France ; and before 
ho had rode tdh miles, his iinagiiiation wa.s ettectually amused. 
While he thus prosecuted his travels by auticii>ation, and indulged 
hiuiself in all the insolence of hope, at the turning of a lane he was 
all of a sudden overtaken by Emilia’s brother on horseback, who 
told him he was riding the same way, and should be glad of his 
company. Thi% young gentleman, whether pn.un|»|ed by personal 
pique, or actuated with zoal for tlie honour Ina family, had 
follow^ed our hero, with a view of obliging him tcSpiplaiu the nature 
of his attachment tp his sister. 

Peregrine returned his coniplimcnt witli such disdainful civility 
as gave liini room to believe that ho su.spectcd his •errand ; and 
therefore, without furflier preamble, ho declared his business in 
those words : “,Mr. Pickle, you have carried on a correspondence 
with xny sister for some tiling and I should* bo glad to know tho 
nature of To this question our lover roplied, “Sir, I should 
be glad to know what title you have to demand that satisfi^tiou ? ” 



124 PEREGRINE PICKLE. 

— “ Sir,’’ answered the other, “I demand it in tire capacity of a 
brother, jealous of his own honour, as well ns of his sister’s repu- 
tation ; and if your intenthjiis are honourable, you will not refuse 
it.” — “Sir,” said Peregrine, “I am not at present disposed to 
appeal to your oiiinion for the rcctiludiV of my intentions ; and I 
think you assume a little too much imixirtance, in pretending to 
judge my conduct.” — “Sir,” replied the soldier, “1 pretend to 
judge the conduct of every mfc.n who interferes with my concerns, 
and even to chastise him, if 1 lliink he acts amiss.” — “Chastise ! ’* 
cried the youtli, with indignation in h is looks, “sure you dare not 
apply that term to nic'^” — “You arc mistaken, ” said Godfrey; “1 
dare do anything that becomes the character of a geiilleman.” — 
“ Gentlciiian, (hul W(»t ’ ” replied the other, looking contemptuously 
at Jiis equipage, which was none of the most^ superb, “ a ve ry pretty 
gentleman, truly ! ” 

The soldier’s wrath was intlamed by this ironical repetition, the 
contempt of which his conscious poverty made liim feel ; and he 
called his antagoni.st presumptuous boj^ insolent Tqfstart, with 
other epithets, which Perry retorted witli great bitterness. A 
formal challciigo having j)ashed between them, they alighted at 
the first inn, and walked into the next Held, in order to decide 
their (piarrel by tlio sword. Having pitched upon the sj)ot, helped 
to pull olT each other’s boots, and laid aside their coats and waist- 
coats, Mr. (gauntlet told his opponent, tliat ho himself vnhs looked 
upon ill the army as an expert swordsman, and tlkit if Mr. Pickle 
luul not made that seienco liis particular study, they should be 
upon a more ecpial footing in using ])istols. Peregrine v\as too 
much incensed t(; thank him fov his plain dealing, and too con- 
tident of his own skill to relish the other’s proposal, which lie 
accordingly rejected : then, drawing his Kw»)rd, he observed, that 
were ho to treat Mr. (JaniiMet according to his dcseits, he would 
order his man to puiiisli lii.s audacity with a horsewhip. Exas- 
perated at this expression, which he <*oiisidered as an indelible 
affront, he made no rejily, hut attacked his adve^'sary with equal 
ferocity and address. The youtli parried liis lirst and second tliriist, 
but received the third in the outside of his sword-arm. Though 
the wound was supciTicial, he was trans})orted..with rage at siglili of 
his own blood, and retunied tlic assault wdtli such fury and preci- 
pitation, tliat Gauntlet, loath to take advantage of his unguarded 
heat, stood upon the defensive. In tlie second louflge. Peregrine’s 
weapon entering a kind of network in the shell of Godfrey’s sword, 
tlie blade snapped in two, and left Jiiin at the mercy of tlie soldier, 
who, far from making an insolent use of the victory he had gained, 
put up his Toledo witli great deliberation, like a man who had been 
used to that Kkid of rencounters, and observed that such a blade as 
Peregrine’s was not to bo trusted with a man’s life : then advising 
the owner to treat a gentleman in distress witli more respect for 
the future, ho slijiped on his boots,* find wdth sullen dignity of 
domeahour stalked back to the inn. 

Tfaoujyjii Picklo was eattremely mortified at his miscarriage in this 
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adventure, he >yas also struck with the behaviour of his antagonist, 
which aifected him the more, as he understood that Got^Jrey’s jierlA 
had proceeded from the jealous sensibility of a gentleman declined 
into the vale of misfortune. Gauntlet s valour and moderation 
induced him to put a faviurablo construction on all those circum- 
stances of t hat young SfjhUor’s conduct, which before had given him 
disgust. TluMigh in any •ther case ho would liavc industriously 
avoided the least ap])earanee of submission, he followed his con- 
queror to tlie inn, uitli a vnew of Phanking hiiri for Ins generous 
forbearance, and of soliciting his fnendslnj) and correspondence. 

G(»dfrey had liis foot in tlic stirrup to moiini', when Peregrine, 
coming uji to liim, desired ho would dt^fer liis departure for a 
quarter of an houj-, and favour him wdth a little private conver- 
sation. Tlie soldier, ulio mistook the meaning of the ■ rcrpiest, 
inimediat(ily quitted lift liorse, and b'lb'wcd ihcklo into a chamber, 
wlicro ho expected to liiul a brace ol pistols loaded on the table : 
but he ^vas very agreeably deceived, when niu’ hero, in the most 
respectful terms, aeknowlcdge<l bis lUkble deportment in the held, 
owned that till liven he had misunderstood his character, * and 
bogged th<it lie would honour him with his intimacy and corre- 
ppon donee. • 

Gaunllel, who had seen undoubted proofs of Peregrine’s courage, 
which liad c(ms](lcrably raised him in his esteem, and had sense 
enough to [lerceive that this concession was not owing to any 
sordid or sinistm’ motive, embraced his oiler with (k'ifuonstratioiis 
of infinite satisniclion. When he understood the terms on which 
Mr. Pickle w.is with his sister, he protlered Ins service in his turn, 
oitlior as agent, medi.itor, or confidant : nay, to give this new friend 
a convincing jircyof of Ins sincerity, he disclosed to Inm a passion 
Avhicli he had for some time entertained for his cousin Miss Sophy, 
though ho duisb not reveal his sontiincnts to her father, lest lie 
should bo ollerided at his presumption, and withdraw his protection 
from the family. 

Peregrine’s generous licarb was wrung Avith anguish, Avhen ho 
understood tha? this young gentleman, avIio Avas the only son of a 
distinguished ofiicor, had carried arms for tlio space of tive years, 
without being able obtain a subaltern’s commission, thougli ho 
always had behaved Avith roinarkablo regularity and spirit, and 
acquired the friendship and esteem of all the olticors under whom 
ho had soiwed.* IFe Avould, at tliat time, Avith tlie utmost pleasure, 
have shared his finances with him ; but as ho Avoid d not run the 
risk of offending the y<ning soldier’s delicacy of honour by a pre- 
mature exertion ^ his liberality, he resolved to insinuate himself 
into an intimacy with liim, before ho Avoiild venture to take such 
freedoms ; and with that view pressed Mr. Gauntlc^»to accompany 
him to the garrison, whore he did not doubt of P^aving influence 
enough to make him a welcome guest. Godfrey thanked him very 
courteously for his invitatioji, wliich ho saiid ho could not imme- 
diately accept ; but promised, if he Avould favour him with a letter, 
and fix the time at which he proposed to set out for Fyance, ho 
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would endeavour to visit him at the commodore’s' habitation, and 
from thonl'o give him a convoy to Dover. This new ti’eaty being 
settled, and a dossil of lint, with a snip of plaster, applied to our 
adventurer’s wound, he parted from the brotlier of his dear Emilia, 
to whom and his friend Sophy he sent* his kindest wishes ; and 
having lodged one night upon the rofyl, arrived next day in the 
afternoon at the garrison, where he found all his friends in good 
health and overjoyed at his rehirii. 

The commodore, who was by this time turned of seventy, and 
altogether crippled by the gout, seldom went abroad ; and as his 
conversation was not very entcrtiiining, had but little company 
within doors ; so that his sjnrits must have quite stagnated, had 
not they been kept in motion by tlie conversation of Hfitcliway, and 
received at different times a wliolesoine fillitp from the discipline of 
his spouse, who, by the force of pride, religion, and Cognac, had 
erected a most terrible tyranny in the house. There was such a 
quick cii'culation of domestics in Iho family, that eveiy suit of 
livery had been worn by figures of all dimensions. Triftniion him- 
self had lung before this time yielded to tlie torrent of lior arbiti*ary 
sway, though not without divers obstinate efforts* to maiiitaiii his 
liberty ; and now, that ho was disabled by his infirmities, when he 
used to hear his empress singing the loud Ortliyan song among the 
servants below, ho would often in wln8j)ors commnnicato to the 
lieutenant li^nts of what ho would do if so be as how he was not 
deprived of the use of liis ])rccious limbs. Ilatchf^ay was the only 
person whom the temper of Mrs. Trunnion respected, either because 
she dreaded liis ridicule, or looked upon his person with eyes of 
affection. This being the situation of things in the garrison, it is 
not to be doubted that the old gentleman highly enjoyed the 
presence of Peregrine, who found means to ingratiate himself so 
effectually with his aunt, that while he remained at home, sho seemed 
to have exchanged the disposition of a tigress for that of a gentle 
kid ; but ho found his own motlier as implacable, and liis father as 
much hen-pecked, as ever. f 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the conversation of his 
old friend the commodore, had some time iigo entered into an 
amicable society, consisting of the barber, apothecary, attorney, and 
exciseman of the parish, among whom he used to 6i)eiid iho evening 
at Tunley’s, and listen to their disputes upon philosophy and politics 
with great comfort and edification, “while his sovereign lady domi- 
neered at home as usual, visited with great pomp in tlie neighbour- 
hood, and employed her chief care in the education of her darling 
son Gam, who was now in the fifteenth year his age, and sO 
remarkable for his perverse disposition, that, in spite of his mother’s 
influence and Wthority, ho was not only hated, but also despised, 
both at home and abroad. She had put him under the tuition of 
the curate, who lived iji the family, and was ohliged*to attend, him 
in all his exercises and excursions. Ttiis governor was a low-hri^d 
fellow, Vho had neither experience nor ingenuity, but ^sses^d. ft 
large funfl of adulation ana servile complaisance, by which he had 
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S ained tlie good graces of Mrs. Pickle, and presided over all her 
eliberationa in the same manner aa his superior managed those of 
Mrs. Trunnion. 

Ho bad one day rode out to take the air with his pupil, who, as I 
have already observed, 'vfas odious to the poor people, for having 
killed their dogs and broken their inclosures, and, on account of his 
hump, distinguished by the title of My Lord, when in a narrow lane 
they chanced to meet Peregrine on •horseback. The young squire 
no sooner perceived his elder brother, for whom he had been 
instructed to entertain the most inveterate grudge, than he resolved 
to insult him cn paamnt, and actually ro<le against him full gallop. 
Our hero, guessing hi^ aim, fixed himself in his stirrups, and by a 
dexterous management of the reins avoided the shock in such a 
manner as that their Jogs only should encoi inter ; by which means 
my lord was tilted out of his saddle, and in a twinkling laid sprawling 
in the dirt. The governor, enraged at the disgrace of his charge, 
advanced with great insolence and fury, and struck at Peregrine 
with his Nothing could be more agreeable to our >t)iuig 

gentleman than this assault, which furnished him with an o]»por- 
t unity of chastii^ng an officious wretch, whoso petulance and malice 
he had longed to punish. He therefore, spurring up his horse 
towards his antigonist, overthrew liiin in the middle of a hedge. 
Before ho had time to I'eeollcct himself from the confusion of the 
fall. Pickle alighted in a trice, and exercised his horse wj^ip with such 
agility about tluv curate’s face and oars, that he was fain to prostrate 
himself before his enraged conqueror, and implore his forbearance 
in the most abject terms. While Peregrine was thus employed, his 
brother Gam had made shift to rise and a( tack him in the roar ; for 
which reason, when the tutor was quelled, the victor faced about, 
snatched the weapon out of his hand, and having broken it to pieces, 
remounted his horse and rode off, wutliout deigning to honour him 
with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned produced infinite clamour 
against the conq^ieror, who was represented as a ruffian who had lain 
in ambush to make away with his brother, in wdiose defence the 
curate was said to luivo received those cruel stripes that hindered 
him from appearing for three whole weeks in tlie i^erformance of bis 
duty at church. Complaints wero made to the commodore, wdio, 
having inquired into the circumstances of the affair, approved of 
what his nephe^v had done, adding, with many oaths, that provided 
Peregrine had been out of tlie scriipe, ho wished Crook-back had 
brpken his neck in the fall. 


. CBir. XXIX.*— He projects a plan of HeveDge, which Is executed ajalost the Curate. 

puR hero, exasperated at the viUany of the curate, in the treacher- 
ous misrepresentation he had made of this rencounter, determined 
to practise upon him a method of revenge, which should be ntit only 
wectual, but also unattended with any bad consequence tohimseht. 
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For this purpose he and Hutch way, to wliom he impaitod his plan, 
went to th^ ale-hoiiso one evening, and called for an empty room, 
knowing there was no other but that whicli they had chosen for 
the scene of action. This apartment was a sort of a parlour that 
fronted the kitchen, with a window towarcls the 3"ard, where, after 
they had sat some time, the lieutenant found means to amuse the 
landlord in discourse, wliilo E^jregrinc, s^oi)[)iiig out into the j^ird, 
by the talent of mimickiy, Avhich he possessed in a surprising 
degree, counterfeited a dialogife betw^een the curate and 'runley’s 
wife. This reaching the ears of the puhliean, for wdiose licaring 
it was calculated, inflamed his naturalW jealous disposition to such 
a degree, tliat he could not conceal Ins ymotuni, bub made a 
hundred efforts to ijuit the room ; while the lieiileiiant, smoking 
his pijie W'lth great gravity’-, .as if he neillier lieard wdiab passed nor 
took notice of the landlord’s disorder, detiiiiiicd him on the spot 
by a sncce&sicjii of questions, whicli he could not refuse to answer; 
though lie stood .sweating with agony all the time, stretching his 
neck every instant tow'aids the window' ilirtuigh wdiicli the voices 
W'ere convcj’ed, scratching Ins head, and i‘xlnl»iting sihuliy otlur 
symptoms of impatience and agitation. At length tlie supjio^cd 
conver.sation came to such a ]»itch of amorou/i complaisance, 
that the liusbaiul, (juitc frantic with his imaginary disgiace, 
rushed out at the door, crying, ^‘Goining, sir;” but as ho w'as 
obliged to make a circuit round one-half of the house, IVre- 
griiie Jiad g^at in ly the window before Tiinlcy arrived in the 
yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had received, lie ran 
directly to the barn, in oxjieclat ion of making some very extra- 
ordiiiar}^ discovery; and having einphycd some minuto.s in rummaging 
the straw to no jmrjiose, returned in a state of di-straotion to the 
kitchen, just as liis wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumstance of her a])])earaiieo contirmed him in the opinion tliat 
the deed was done. As the disease of being hen-pecked was 
epidemic in the parish, he durst lu't exjiress the least hint of liis 
uneasiness to her, but rc-solvod to take vengeance cn the libidinous 
priest, who he imagined had corrupted the cliastity of his .spouse. 

The two confcd.erate.s, in order to bo certitii^l that their scheme 
had taken effect, as well as to blow up tho tlame which they had 
kindled, ciillcd for Tiinley, in ivhoso countenance they could easily 
di.scei’n liis confusion. I’ercgrine, desiring him to,, sit down and 
drink a glass wdtli them, began to internjgate him about his family, 
and, among other things, asked him how long he had been married 
to tliat handsome wife. This question, whicli was jmt with an arch 
significance of look, alarmed the publican, wha/began to fear that 
Fickle had overheard his dishonour ; and this suspicion w^as not at 
all removed w'hen the lieutenant, with a sly regard, pronounced, 
“ Tunley, W'an’t you noosed by the curate ? ” — “ Yes, I was,” replied 
the landlord, with an eageriioss and perplexity of tone, as if Jio 
thougl^t tho lieutenant knew that thereby hung a tale : and Hatch- 
wray supjiorted this suspicion by answering, “Nay, as for that 
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matter, the ciirate may 1)g a very suflicieiit man in his way.” This 
transition from his wife to the curate convinced him tlflit his shame 
was known to his guests ; and, in the transport of his indignation, 
he prunonnced, with great emphasis, A sufficient man ! Odds 
heart ! 1 believe they ;iire all wolves in sheep’s clothing ! I wish 
to God I could see the day, master, when there shall not be a 
priest, an oxoiseinan, or •a custom-house officer in the kingdom. 

As for that fellow of a curate, if. I do catch him It don’t 

signify talking Ihit, by the Lord ! Gentlemen, my service 

to you.” 

The associates being satisfied, by these abrupt insinuations, that 
they had so far succefided in their aim, waited with impatience two 
or tlirco (lays in expectation of hearing that 'J’nnley had fallen upon 
some method of beiii^ revenged for this imaginary wrong ; but 
linding that eithiu’ liis invention was too .iliallow, or his inclination 
too languid to gratify tlieir desire of his own accord, they determined 
to bring the allair to such a crisis, thai lie should not be able to 
withstand fhe opportunity of executing Ins vengeance. With this 
view, they one evening lured a hoy t<j run to Mr. Pickle’s house, 
and toll the eiirute that Mrs. Tiinley being taken suddenly ill, her 
husband desirefi lie would come nninediatcl^ and pray with her. 
Meanwhile they had taken jx^ssession of a room in the house ; and, 
Hatchway engaging the landlord in conversation, Peregrine, in his 
return from the yard, (observed, as if by accident, that the parson 
was gone into *ho kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to catechise 
Tnnley’s wife. 

The publican started at this intelligence, and, under pretence of 
serving another company in the m^xt room, wont out to the barn, 
wliore, aniiing himself with a Hail, lie repaired to a lane tlirough 
which the cunite v\as under a necessity of ]»as.sing in his way homo. 
There he lay in ambush, wdlh fell intent ; and when the supposed 
author of his shame arrived, greeted him in the dark with such a 
salutation, as forced him to stagger backwaul three paces at least. 
If tlie second ajiplioation had taken clTect, in all probability that 
would have beefi the boundary of the jiarson’s mortal peregrination ; 
but, luckily for him, his antagcuiist was not expert in tho manage- 
ment of his weapon, "which, by a twist of tho thong that connected 
the legs, instead of pitching upon the liead of the astonished curate, 
descended in an oblupie direction on his own pate, with such a 
swing, that tlife skull actually rang like an apothecary’s mortar, 
and ten thousand lights Hecined to dance before his eyes. The 
curate recollecting himself during the respite he obtained from this 
accident, and beli/jving his aggressor to be some thief who lurked 
in that place for pTey, reserved to make a running fight, until ho 
should arrive within cry of Ids habitation. Witlv->this design ho 
raised up his cudgel for the defence of his head, and, betaking 
himself to his* heels, began to roar for help with the lungs of a 
Stentor. Tunley, throwing^ away the flail, which ho durst no 
longer trust with the execution of his revenge, purauSd tha 
fugitive with all the speed he could exert ; and the other, either 
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uiiiierved by fear, or stumbling over a stone, Avas overtaken before 
he had run^^a hundred paces. He no sooner felt the wind of the 
publican’s fist that whistled round his ears, than he fell fiat upon 
the earth at full length, and the cudgel fiow from his unclasping 
hand ; when Tunlcy, springing like a tiger on his back, rained 
such a shower of blows upoji his carcass, that he imagined himself 
under the discipline of ten pair of fists at least ; yet the imaginary 
cuckold, not satisfied Avith annoying the priest in this manner, 
laid hold on one of his ears with his teeth, and bit so unmercifully, 
that the curate was found almost entranced Avith jiain by two 
labourei's, at Avhosc approach the assailant retreated uuporceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the A\iiKlow, in order to see 
the landlord at his first return : and no sooner perceived him enter 
the yard, than he called liim into the apartment, impatient to 
learn the cfl'ects of their stratagem. Tunlcy* obeyed the summons, 
and appeared befeu'e his guests in all the violence of nige, disorder, 
and fatigue : his nostrils Avere dilated more than one-half beyond 
their natural capacity, his eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he 
snored in breathing as if he had been opjuessccl by the night- 
mare, and streams of sweat flowed duAMi each side of his forel’oad. 

Peregrine, aftecting to start at tlie approach of such an uncouth 
figure, asked if ho had been wrestling Aviih a .spirit ; upon which 
he answered, with great vehemence, “ S])irit ! No, no, master, I 
have had a roll and tumble with the flesh. A dog ! I’ll teach him 
to come a caterwauling about my doors.” C4iie«sing, from this 
reply, that his aim Avas accomplished, and curious to knoAV the 
particulars of the rencounter, “Well, then,” said the youth, “I 
hope you have prevailed against the IJosIi, Tunley.” — “Yes, yes,” 
ansAyered the publican,'*** 1 have cooled his cai>i,ssciis, as the saying 
is : I have played such a tune about Iiis ears, that I’ll bo bound ho 
shan’t long for music this month. A goatish rani-faced rascal ! 
Why, he’s a perfect parish bull, as 1 hope to live.” 

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to have made a stout battle, 
desired he Avould sit down and recover Aviiul ; and after he had 
swallowed a brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to expa- 
tiate upon his own exploit in such a manner, that the confederates, 
without seeming to know the curate was his antagonist, became 
acquainted with every circumstance of tho ambuscade. 

Tunley had scarce got the better f)f Ijis agitation, when his wife, 


entering the room, told them, by way of ncAvs, that some waggish 
body had sent Mr. Sackbut tho curate to fjray with her. This 
name inflamed the husband’s choler anow ; and, forgetting all his 
complaisanco for his bj)ousc, ho replied with a rancorous grin, 
“Add rabbit him 1 I doubt not but you foufld his admonition^ 
deadly comf(yr*-able ! ” The landlady, looking at her vassal with 
a sovereign aspect, “What crotchets,” said she, “have you got in 
your fool’s head, I trow ? 1 know no business you have to sit hero 
like a gentleman with your arms akimbo, when there’s another com- 
^ny hi the house to be served. ” The submissive husband took the 
Jiint, and without further expostulation sneaked out of the room< 
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Next day it was reported that Mr. Sackbut had been waylaid 
and almost murdered by robbers, and an advertisement was pasted 
upon the church-door, offering a reward to any person that should 
discover the assassin ; but he reaped no satisfaction from this expe- 
dient, and was conhnod to his chamber a whole fortnight, by the 
bruises he had received. 


Chap. XXX.— Mr. fiackbiit nnil liis Pupil conspire against Perogrinp, who. being apprised 
of their Design by his Sister, takes iitGasuivs for counterworking their Scheme, whicli 
is executed by mistake ^pun Mr. Gauntlet— This young S^)l«lier meets v\iih a cordial 
reception from Uie Cominodoie, who genf*rouBly decoys luin into liis own Interest. 

WaKN ho considered tlio circumstances of the ambuscade, ho could 
not persuade himscif that he had boon assaulted by a common 
thief, because it was not to be suj)posed that a robber would have 
amused himself in pommelling rather than in rilling his prey ; he 
therefore ^ascribed his misfortune to the secri'.t enmity of soiee per- 
son who had a design uiion his life ; and, upon mature deliberation, 
Axed his suspicion upon Peregrine, who was the only man on earth 
from whom htf thought ho deserved such tre itmcnt. He commu- 
nicated his conjecture to his l)upil, who readily adopted his opinion, 
and advised him strenuously to revenge the wrong by a like con- 
trivance, without seeking to make a navrowxT imiuiry, lost his 
enemy sliould thereby jmi upon his guard. 

Thus proposal being relished, they in concert revolved the iheaus 
of retorting the ambush with interest, and actually laid such a 
villanous plan for attacking our hero in tlie dark, that, had it been 
executed according to their intention, the y<mng gentleman’s 
scheme of travelling would have been effect nally marred. Put 
their machinations w^erc overheard by Miss Pickle, who was now 
in the seventeenth year of her age, and, in spite of the prejudice 
of education, entertained in secret a most sisteidy atlection for her 
brother Perry, though she had never spoken to him, and was 
deterred by the precepts, vigilance, and menaces of her mother, 
from attempting any means of meeting him in private. Hho was 
not, however, insensible to his praise, which was loudly sounded 
forth in the neighbourhood ; and never failed of going to church, 
find every other place, where she thought she might have an o]>por- 
tunity of seeing this amiable brother. With these sentiments it 
cannot be supposed that she w'oiild hear the con8x»iracy without 
emotion. She was shocked at the ircacliorous barbarity of Gam, 
and shuddered at the prospect of the danger to which Peregrine 
would be exposeef from their malice. She durst not communicate 
this plot to her mother, because she w^as afraid tjiat lady’s unac- 
countable aversion for her first-born w'ould hinder her from inter- 
posing in his. behalf, and consequently render her a sort of accom- 
plice ill the guilt of his assessins. She therefore resolved to warn 
peregrine of the conspiracy, an account of which she transmitted 
to him in an affectionate letter, by means of a young gentleman in 
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that neighbourhood, who made hia addresses to her .at that time, 
and who, at '"uer request, oflered his service to our hero, in defeat- 
ing the projects of his adversaries. 

Peregrine was startled when he read the particulars of their 
scheme, which was no other than an inteietion to sally upon him 
when lie should bo altogether unprovided against such an attack, 
cut off his ears, and otherwise mutilate liifh in such a maimer that 
lie should have n j cause to be vain of his person for the future. 
Incensed as lie was against the brutal disposition of his own father’s 
son, lie could not help being moved at the integrity and tenderness 
of his sister, of whoso incliiiatums towards him lie had been hitherto 
kojit in igmu'ance. He thanked the gentleman for his liononrable 
dealing, and expressed a desire of being better acipiainted with 
his virtues ; told him that now he was cautioned, ho hoped there 
would be no necessity for giving him any further trouble, and wrote 
by him a letter of aeknowdedgment to his sister, f(U' whom he 
expres.sed the utmost love and regard, beseeching her to favour 
him with an interview' before his departure, that he might indulge 
his fraternal fondness, and be blessed with the company and 
countonanco of one at least belonging to his own family. 

Having imparted this discovery to his friend Irateliway, they 
came to a resolution of countermining the ])hin of their enemies. 
As th()y did not choose to expo.se themselves tc> tlic insinuations of 
slander, whi(Jj would liave exerted itself at their expense, had 
they^ even in defending themselves, enqdo^yed aiif harsh means 
of retaliation, tlu‘y invented a method of clisapjioiriling and dis- 
gracing their foes, and immediately set Pipes at work to forward 
the preparations. 

Miss Pickle having ^joscribed the spot wliioh the assassins had 
])itched upon for the scene of theii vengeance, our triumvirate in- 
tended to liavo placed a sentinel among the corn, who should come 
and give them intclligcnee when the ambuscade was laid ; and, in 
consefjuence of that iiifonnation, they would steal softly towards 
the place, attended by three or four of the domestics, and draw a 
large net over the coiiaiurators, who, being entangled in the toil, 
should be disarmed, fetteied, heartily scourged, and suspended 
betwx'eii two trees in tlni snare, as a spectacle to all passengers that 
slnmld chfiiice to travel that w'.iy. 

The plan being tlius digested, and the comniodjire made acquainted 
with the whole affair, llio sjiy was sent upon duty, and everybody 
W'ithin doors prepared to go forth u]>on the lirst notice. One whole 
evening did they spend in the most impatient expectation, but on 
the second the scout crept into t.he garrison, and ^sured them that 
ho had perceived three men skulking beliind the nedgo, on the rqad 
that led to tho* public-house from which Peregrine and the lieu- 
tenant used every night to return ab*>ut that hour. Uiion this 
inbolligence the confederates set out immediately tvith all their 
implements. Approaching the scene with as little noise as possible, 
they heard the sound of blows; and, though the night was dark, 
perceived*^ a sort of tumultuous conflict on the veiy spot which th^ 
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coiisi)irator3 Had ix>8se3sed. Surprised at this occurrence the meaning 
of which he could not comprehend, Peregrine ordered his myrnjidons 
to halt and recoimoitro ; and immediately his ears were saluted with 
an exclamation of “ Yoi^ shan’t 'scape me, rascal.” The voice being 
quite familiar to him, he all at once divined the cause of that con- 
fusion which they had o^^served ; and running up to the assistanco 
of the cxclaimer, found a fellow on his knees begging his life of Mr. 
Oauntlct, who stood over him \vith*a naked hanger in his hand. 

Pickle instantly made himself known to his friend, who told 
him, that having left liis horse at Tiinley’s, he was, in his way to 
the garrison, set uyipii by (lireo rnlliana, one of whom, being the 
very individual person now in his power, liad come behind him, and 
struck with a bludgeon at Ins head, wliich, liowever, he missed, 
and the instrument •de.seendud on liia left .shoulder ; that, upon 
drawing his hanger, and laying about him in tlic dark, Uio other two 
tied, leaving their companion, whom he ha«l disabled, in the lurch. 

poregiino congratulated him upon his safety, and ^laving 
ordered Piyios to secure the prisoner, conducted Mr. Gauntlet to 
the garrison, where he met with a very hearty ri‘ception from 
the eomrnodopc, to whom he was intmduced as his nephew’s 
iutiiuato friend ;> not but that, in all likelihood, he Avouhl have 
abated somewhat of his hospitality had he known that ho was tlio 
brother of Perry’s mistress ; but licr name the old gentleman had 
never thought of asking, when ho inquired into the particulars of 
his godson’s aniour. • 

''Fhe captive being examined, in presence of Trunnion and all his 
adherents, touching the ambuscade, oAvned that being in the service 
of Gam Thckle, lie had been prcA^ailcd iqion, by the solicitations of 
his master and the curate, to accompany tliem in their expedition, 
and undertake the jiart AA'hicIi lie had acted against the stranger, 
Avhom he and his employers mistook for Peiegnne. In considera- 
tion of this frank acknowledgment, and a severe Avound ho had 
received in his right arm, they resoh’^ed to inflict no other punish- 
ment on this irtalefactur than to detain him all night in the garrison, 
and next morning carry him before a justice of the peace, to whom 
ho repealed all he* had said overnight, and Avith his own hand 
subscribed bis confession, coyiies of Avhich Avero banded about the 
neigbbourliood, to the unspeakable confusion and disgrace of the 
curate and hi% promising pupil. 

MeaiiAvhilo Trunnion treated tlie young soldier with iincommou 
marks of respect, being prepossessed in his faA^our by this adven- 
ture, Avhich he had so gallantly achieved, as well as by the enco- 
miums that Peregrine bestoAA'^ed upon his valour and generosity. 
Ho liked his countenance, which Anas hold and liajcly, admired hia 
Herculean limbs, and delighted in asking questions concerning the 
service ho h^d seen. The day after his arrival, Avhile the conver- 
sation turned on this last siy^ject, the connliodore, taking the pipe 
out of his mouth, *‘ril tell ye what, brother,” said lie ; “five-and- 
forty years ago, when I A\’as third lieutenant of the Warjirick man- 
of-war, there Avas a very stout young /ellow on board, a subaltern 
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officer of iHi^finea ; his name was not unlike your oVn, d’ye see, 
being Guntlet, with a G. I remember he and 1 could not abide 
one another at first, because, d*yo see, I was a sailor and he a land- 
man ; till we fell in W'ith a Frenchman, who^n wo engaged for eight 
glasses, and at length boarded and took. I was the first man that 
stood on the enemy’s dock, and should hate come scurvily off, d’ye 
see, if Guntlet had not jumped to my assistance ; but wo soon 
cleared shi]), and drove them to* close quarters, so that they were 
obliged to strike ; and from that day Guntlet and I were sworn 
brothers as long as ho romaiiiod o7i board. He was exchanged into 
a niarcliing regiment, and what became f)f him afterwards, Lord in 
heaven knows ; but this i’ll say of him, whether ho bo dead or 
alive, he feared no man that over wore a head, and was, moreover, 
a very hearty messmate.” 

The stranger’s breast glowed at this eulogium, Avhich W'as no 
sooner pronounced than he eagerly asked if the French ship was 
not tl^e Diligence? The commodore replied, with a stare, “The 
very same, my lad.” — “ Then,” said (Jiauntlet, “ the person of wdiom 
you are pleased to make sucli hoiioui‘al)le mention W'as njy own 
father.” — “The devil he was !” cried Trunnion, sinking him by 
the hand: “I am rejoiced to sec a son of Nod Guntlet in my 
house.” 

This discovery introduced a tlioiisand questions, in the course of 
which the old •gentleman learned tlie situation of his J^riend’s family, 
and discharged innumerable cxecral ions upon the ingratitude and 
injustice of the ministry, which liad failed to provide for the son of 
such a brave soldier. Nor was his friendship confined to such in- 
effectual expressions ; ^lo that same evening signified to Peregrine 
a desire of doing something for bis friend. This inclination was 
so much praised, eneourage<l, and ju’omoted by his godson, and 
even supported by his counojllor Hatchway, that our hero w’as 
empowered to present him with a sum of money sufficient to 
purchase a commission. 

Though nothing could bo more agreeable to Pitkle than this 
permission, he was afraid that Godfrey’s scrupulous disposition 
would hinder him from subjecting liimsolf to ai.y sucli obligation ; 
and therefore proposed that he should be decoyed into his own 
interest by a feigned story, in consequence of which ho would be 
prevailed upon to accept of the money, as a debt wbicli the com- 
modore had contracted of his father at sea. Trunnion made wry 
faces at this expedient, the necessity of wdiich he could not conceive, 
without calling in question the common sense of Gauntlet ; as he 
took it for granted that such offers as those were n5t to be rejected 
on any consideration whatever. Besides, he could not digest an 
artifice, by which he himself must own that ho had lived so many 
years without manifesting the least intention of doing justice to 
his creditor. All those objections, hov^over, were removed by the 
zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, who represented that it weald ^ 
impossible,^ to befriend him on any other terms ; that his silence 
hitherto would be imputed to,, bis want of information touching the 
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circumsUncea and condition of his friend ; and tliat his ramemberiutf 
and insisting upon discharging the obligation, after sucn an intervtd 
of time, when the whole affair was in oblivion, would be the greatest 
compliment ho could pajj to his own honour and integrity. 

Thus persuaded, ho took an opportunity of Gauntlet’s being alone 
with him to broach the aljiir, telling the young man that his father 
luid iuivauced n sum of money for him, when they sailed together, 
on account of the moss, as well as tft stop the mouth of a clamorous 
creditor at Portsmouth ; and that tho said sum, with interest, 
amounted to about four hundred pounds, which ho would now, 
with great thankfuliH;s3, repay. 

Godfrey was aruazed at this declaration, and, after a considerable 
pause, replied, that ho had never hoard his parents me^ition any 
such debt ; that no nwuiorandum or voucher of it was found among 
his father’s papers ; and tliat, in all probability, it must have been 
discharged long ago, although the commodore, in such a long coutteo 
of time and liurry of occupation, might have forgotten tho repay- 
ment : lie*thorefore desired to be excused from accepting ‘ lu 
his own conscicnoe he believed was not his dne ; and compli- 
mented the olcUgontlcniaii upon Ins being so scrui>vilously just and 
honourable. 

Tlie soldier’s refusal, which wfvs a matter of astonishment to 
Trunnion, increased his inclination to assist liim ; and, on pretence 
of accpiitting lus own character, ho urged his benoticc ico with such 
obstinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disobliging liim, was in a manner 
compelled to receive a draft for tho money ; for which he subscribed 
ail ample discharge, and immediately transmitted t he order to his 
mother, whom at tho same tiiiio he informed of tlie circumstances by 
which they had so unexpectedly gained this accession of fortune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being agreeable to Mrs. 
Gauntlet, who by tho first post wrote a polite letter of acknowledg- 
ment to the commodore ; another to her own son, importing, that 
she had already sent the draft to a friend in London, with directions 
to deposit it iwthe hands of a certain banker, for tho purchase of 
the first ciisigiicy to be sold^ and she took tho liberty of sending a 
third to Peregrine, ><j<)uched in very allectionate terms, with a kind 
postscript, signed by Miss Sophy and his charming Emily. 

Tliis affair being transacted to the satisfaction of all concerned, 
preparations ^ere set on foot for the departure of our liero, on whom 
his uncle settled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being little 
less than one half of his whole income. By tliis time, indeed, the 
old gentleman could easily afford to alienate such a part of his 
fortune, because he entertained little or no company, kept few 
servants, and was remarkably plain and frugal in his^ housekeeping. 
Mrs. Trunnion being now some years on the wrong^ide of fifty, her 
infirmities began to increase ; and though her jtride had suffered no 
diminution, her vanity was altogether subdued by her avarice. 

A Swiss valot-de-chambri, who had already made the^our of 
Europe, was hired for the care of Porogrine’s own person. Pipes 
being ignorant of the French languagO| as well as otherwiA unfit for 
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the office of a fashionable attendant, it vras resolved that he should 
remain in gfUTison ; and his place was immediately supplied by a 
Parisian lacquey engaged at London for that purpose. Pipes did not 
seem to. relish this disposition of things ; and though he made no 
verbal objections to it, Uiokcd remarkably sdHir at liia successor upon 
his first arrival ; but this sullen fit seeing gradually to wear off i 
and, long before his master’s departure, he liad recovered his natural 
tranquillity and unconcern. 


Chai’. XXXI.— Tho two young OiMitleniPn displny their lalenisf ha Gallantly, in llie cuiir^o 
of which they are involved in a ludicrous circuui.stancii of Distress, and altiTwards take 
Vengeance on the Author ot their Mishap. 

Meanwhile our hero and his new friend, ttigefiier with honest tTack 
Hatchway, made daily excursions into the country, visited the 
gentlemen in the neighbourliood, and frctiuently accompanied them 
to thq chase ; all throe being exceedingly caressed on ijccuunt of 
tlieir talents, which could accommodate themselves witli great faclity 
to the tempers and turns of their entertuiuers. The lieutenant was 
a droll in his way, Peregrine possessed a great fund Si sprightliness 
and good •humour, and (Godfrey, among Ins other (jiialilications 
already recited, sang a most excellent song ; so that the company of 
this triumvirate was courted in all parties, wlicther male or female ; 
and if the heaftsof our young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, 
they ^ould have met with opportunities in abundance of displaying 
their address in the art of love : not but that, they gave loose to 
their gallantry without much interesting their affections, and amused 
themselves with little intrigues, wdiich, in the opinion of a man of 
pleasure, do not aliect his hdelify to the acknowledged sovereign of 
his soul. 

In the midst of these ainusoiuonts, our hero received an intimation 
from his sister, that she should be (jverjoyed to meet him next day, 
at five o’clock in the afternoon, at the house of her nurse, who lived 
in a cottage hard by her father’s habitation, she being ’debarred from 
all opportunity of seeing him in any otlfer place by tho severity of 
her mother, who susi>cctcd her inclination. lieSiccordingly obeyed 
tho summons, and went at tlie time appointed to the place of 
rendezvous, where he met this affectionate young lady, w'ho, when 
ho entered the room, ran towards him with all t,he*eagciiiesa of 
transport, flung her arms about his neck, and shed a llood of tears 
in his bosom before she could utter one w'ord, except a repetition of 
My dear, dear brother ! He embraced her with all the piety of 
fraternal tenderness, w^ept over her in his turn, assured her that this 
was one of the h^px>iest moments of his life, and kindly thanked her 
for having resisted the example, and disobeyed the injunctions, of 
his mother’s unnatural aversion. 

He w'as ravished to find, by her convoffsation, that she possessed a 
great sh&re of sensibility and prudent reflection ; for she lamented 
tlie infatufttion of lier parents wdth the most filial regret, and 
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expressed such abhorrence and concern at the villanous disposition 
of ner younger brother as a humane sister may be sup[ff)sed to have 
entertained. He made her acquainted with fill the circumstances 
of hia own fortune ; and, as ho supposed she spent her time very 
disagreeably at homo, afliong characters which must bo shockingly 
interesting, professed a |lesire of removing her into some otlier 
sphere, where she ccmld live with more tranquillity and satisfaction. 

She objected to this proposal as an expedient that would infallibly 
subject her to the imjjlacablo resentment of her mother, whose 
favour and atiection she at present enjr)yed but in a very incon- 
siderable degree ; and they had canvassed divers schemes of eor- 
responding for tlie future, when the V(Uco of Mrs. Pickle was heard 
!vt the door. Miss Julia (that was the young lady s name), finding 
herself betrayed, was^seized with a violent agitation of fear ; and 
Peregrine scarce liad time to enL\»ui‘,ige her with a promise of 
protection, before the door of the apartment being flung open, this 
irreconcilable parent rushed in, and, with a furious aspect, flew 
directly firt; her trembling dfiiighler, ivlien, the son iiitcrjiftsing, 
received the first discharge of her fury. 

Her eyes glq^imed with all the rjigo of indignation, which clu»kcd 
np lier utterance, and seemed to convulse iicr whole frame : slie 
twisted her left liaud in his hair, and with tlie other buHeted him 
about the face till the blood gushed from his nostrils and mouth ; 
while ho definded his sister from the cruelty of Oain, who assaulted 
her from anoth^T quarter, seeing Ins brother engaged. This lyjptack 
lasted several minutes with gr(*at violence, till at length Peregrine, 
liudiug himself in danger of being ovcrfiowcrcd if he should remain 
any longer on the defensive, laid his brother on his back ; then he 
dhseiitanglcd his mothers hand from liis own hair, and, having 
pushed her gently out of the room, bolted the door on the inside ; 
iinally, turning to (lam, ho tlirew him out at the window, among a 
parcel of hogs that fed under it. By this time tJulia was almost 
r|uite distracted with terror : she kneiv she had olfeiided beyond all 
hope of forgivq|iess, and from that moment considered herself as an 
exile from her father’s hou^e : in vain did her brother strive to 
console her with f^esh protestations of love and }>rotection ; she 
counted herself extremely miserable in being obliged to endure the 
eternal resentment of a iiaroiit witli whom she had hitherto lived ; 
and dreaded the censure of the world, which, from her mother s inis- 
represontation, she was sensible would condemn her unheard. That 
she might not, however, neglect any means in her power of averting 
this storm, she resolved to appease, if possible, her mother’s wrath 
with humiliation, and even appeal to the influence of her father, 
weak as it was, before she would despair of being forgiven. But the 
good lady spared her this unnecessary application,* by telling her, 
through the keyhole, that she must never expect to come witliin her 
father’s door again ; for, from that hour, . she renounced her as 
unworthy of her aifectioii •and regard. Julia, weeping bitterly, 
endeavoured to soften the rigour of this sentence by the most sub- 
ipissive *^nd reasonable renjonstfranccs^ ; but as, in ner vindication, 
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9ho of necessity espoused her older brother’s cause, her endeavours, 
instead of sdbthing, served only to exasperate her mother to a higher 
pitch of indignation, wliich discharged itself in invectives against 
Peregrine, wlioin she reviled with the epithets of a worthless, 

^ abandoned reprobate. 

The yemth, hearing tliese unjust afpersions, trembled with 
resentment through every limb, assuring the upbraider that he 
considered her as an object of compassion ; “ for without all doubt,” 
siiid lie, “ your diabolical rancour must be severely i)uni8hed by the 
thorns of your own conscience, wliich this very instant taxes you 
with the malice and falsehood of your reproaches. As for my sister, 
I bless God that you luive not been able to infect her with your 
unnatural prejudice, wliich, because she is too just, too virtuous, 
too humane to imbibe, you reject her as an alj.en to your blood, and 
turn her out unprovided into a barbjirous world. But even there 
your vicious purpose sliall be defeated : that same Providence, that 
screened me from theciuelty of your hate, sliall extend its protection 
to hov, until I shall lind it convenient to assert by law thfit right of 
maintenanco which Nature, it seems, hath bestowed upon us in vain. 
Ill the iiieaii time, you will enjoy the .satisfaction oj^pa^dng an un- 
divided attention to that darling son, whoso amiable ipialitics have 
so long engaged and engrossed your love and esteem.” 

This freedom of expostulation exalted his mother’s ire to mere 
frenzy : she ccirsed him with the bitterest imprecations, and raved 
like ^ bedlamite at the door, which she attempted ®to burst open. 
Her eftbrta were seconded hy her favourite son, who denounced 
vengeance against Peregrine, and made furious assaults against tho 
lock, which resisted all their applications, until our hero espying his 
friends Gauntlet and I^ipes stepping over a stile that stood about a 
furlong from the window, called them to his assistance : giving them 
to understand how lie ivas bejieged, he desired they would keep off 
his mother, that he might the more easily secure his sister Julia’s 
retreat. Tho young soldier entered accordingly, and, posting him- 
self betw^eon Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave the signi'l to his friend, 
who, lifting up his sister iii his arms, carried her safe without the 
clutches of this she-dragon, while Pijie.s, with hij^ cudgel, kept young 
master at bay. 

Tlie mother, being thus deprived of her prey, sprang upon 
Gauntlet like a lioness robbed of her whelps ; and Jio must havo 
suffered sorely in the flesh, had ho not prevented her mischievous 
intent by seizing both her 'wrists, and so keeping her at due distance. 
In attempting to disengage herself from his grasp, she struggled with 
such exertion, and suffered such agony of passion. at the same time, 
that she actually fell into a severe fit, during which she was put to 
bed, and tho coiffederates retired without further molestation. 

In the mean time, Peregrine waf not a little perplexed about the 
disposal of his sister, wluim he had rescued. Ho could not ending 
the thoughts of saddling the commodofe with a new expense ; and 
ho was afraid of underiaking the charge of Julia, without his 
factor’s adf^^ice and direction r^for the present, howower, ho cam^ 
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her to the house of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, jj^^hose lady 
was her godmothci*, where she was received with great tenderness 
and condolence ; and ho purposed to inquire for some creditable 
house, where slie mighty bo genteelly boarded in his absence ; 
resolving to maintain her from the savings of his own allowance, 
which ho thought might \^vy well boar such deduction. “But this 
intention was frustrated by the publication of the whole affair, which 
was divulged next day, and soon readlied the ears of Trunnion, who 
chid his godson for having concealed the adventure ; and, with the 
approbation of his wife, ordered him to bring Julia furt/hwith to the 
garrison. The young gimtleman, with tears of gratitude in bis eyes, 
explained his design of maintaining her at his own expense, and 
earnestly begged that bo might not bo deprived of that satisfaction. 
But his uncle was dca&to all his entreaties, jind insisted upon her 
living ill the garrison, though for no other reason than that of being 
company to her aunt, who, he observed, was lost for want of con- 
versation. 

Julia wa.^accordiugly brought home, and settled under the tuition 
of Mrs. Trunnion, who, wliatovor face slie might put on the matter, 
could have dispiiaised with the society of her niece ; though she was ' 
not without hope of gratifying her pi(pie to Mrs. Pickle, by the 
intelligence she would receive from the daughter of that lady’s 
economy and domestic behaviour. The mother herself seemed 
conscious of this i^dvantage which her sistcr-in-law had' now gained 
over her, being *s much chagrined at the news of Julia’s reception 
in the garrison, as if she had hoanl of her own husband’s death. 
8he even tortured her invention to iiropagato caluinnies against the 
reputation of her own daughter, whom she slandered in all coin- 
panie.s ; she exclaimed against the commodore as an old ruflian, who 
spirited up a rebellion among her children, and imputed the hospi- 
tality of his wife, in countenancing them, to nothing eho but her 
inveterate enmity to their mother, whom they had disobliged. She 
now insisted, in the most peremptory terms, upon her husband’s 
renouncing all commerce with the old lad of the castle and hia 
adherents ; and Mr. Gamaliel, having by this time contracted other 
friendships, readily tfubinitted to her will ; nay, even refused to 
communicate with the commodore one night, when they hapi)ened 
to meet by accident at the public-house. 


Chaf* XXXXI.-~T)ie CommotloTe sends a Challenge to Oanialiol, and is imposed upon by a 
waggish Indention of the Lieutenant, Peregrine, and (iauntlet. 

This affront Trunnion could by no means digest : }|g^ advised with 
the lieutenant upon the subject ; and the result of their consultation 
was a defiance which the old commander sent to Pickle, demanding 
, that he would meet him at ^uch a place on horseback with a brace 
of pistols, and give satisfaction for the slight he had put upon him. 
'Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to J^k than tl^ accept'- 
. ance of this challenge, wliich he delivered verbally to Mr. Oamalioli 
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who was called out from the club at Tunley's for that puri>ose. 
The naturi' of this messajje had an instantaneous effect upon the 
constitution of the pacific Pickle, whose bowels yearned with 
apprehension, and underwent such violent agitation on the spot, 
that one would have thought the operation j)roceedcd from some 
severe joke of the apothecary which ho Inid swallowed in his beer. 

The messenger, despairing of a satisfactory answer, left him in 
this woeful condition ; and being loth to lose any opporriinity of 
raising the laugli against the connnodoro, wont inim(.diately and 
communicated the whole affair to the young gcntlenien, entreating 
them, for the love of God, to concert some, nu ans of bringing old 
ILninibal into the field. The two friends relished the proposal ; 
> and after some deliberation, it was resolved that Ilatchw^ay should 
tell Trunnion his invitation w'as accepted Gamaliel, w'ho ^vouhl 
meet him at the place a])pointed, witli liis second, to-inorrow in 
the twilight, because, if eitlior should fall, tlie other would have tlie 
better chance of escaping in the dark ; that Godfrey should per.sonafe 
old Pickle’s friend, and Peregrine represent his own faiber ; while 
the lieutenant should take care in loading the j)istols to keep out the 
shot, so that no damage might be done in the roncemnter 

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieutenant returned to 
liis principal with a most thundering reply from his antagonist, 
whose courageous behaviour, though it could not intimidate, did 
not fail to af^onisli the connnodoro, who ascribed it to tlie spirit of 
liis wife, w'liicli had insjiirod him. Trunnion tliaft in.stant desired 
his counsellor to prepare Jii.s cartridge-box, and order the cpiietest 
horse in the stable to he kept ready saddled for the occasion ; liis 
eye seemed to lighten with alacrity and jileasuve at the pros])ect 
of smelling gunpowder once mo'-e before liis death ; and wlien .lack 
advised him to make his will, in case of accident, lie rejected liis 
counsel w' it h disdain, saying, “Wliaf dost tlu/u think Lliat flaw'- 
.ser Trunnion, wlio has stood the lire of so many floating batteries, 
runs any risk from the lousy ])0]is of a landman ? Thou shall see, 
thou shall see, how I’ll make him lower liis to[>sails.=^’ 

Next day Pevegrine and the soldier proviiled themselves with 
horses at the ]>nblic-house, from wbcncc, at- the destined liour, 
they rode to the field of battle, each of tliem being muffled in a 
great coat, which, with the ditnncBs of the light, circctually 
shielded them from tlie knowlctlgo of the one-eyed commander, 
who, having taken Imrso, on pretence of enjoying the fresh air, 
soon appcareil witli Hatchway in his rear. VVlien they came 
within sight of each other, the seconds advanced, in order to divide 
the ground, and regulate the measures of the combat ; when it was 
determined, by mutual consent, that two jiistols should be dis- 
cliarged on each side, and that if neither should prove decisive, 
recourse must be had to the broad-.swords, in order to ascertain the 
victory. These articles being settled, the opponents rode forwai*d 
to theii; respective stations, when Peregrine, cocking his pistol, and 
presenting, counterfeited his father’s voice, bidding Trunnion takQ 
caye of Ins remaining eye, 
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The commodore took his advice, being unwilling to hazard his 
day-light, and veiy deliberately opposed the iiatched gsido of his 
face to the muzzle of his iintagonist's piece, desiring him to do his 
duty without farther jaw. The young man accordingly fired ; and 
the distance being smalk the wad of his pist-ol took place with a 
smart stroke on tlie foreliead of Trunnion, who mistaking it for 
a ball, which lie thought lodged in his brain, spurred up his 
steed in a state of des[)cration towards his antagonist, and holding 
his piece within two yards of his body, let it oil’, witliout any regard 
to the laws of battle. Snr]_)rised and enraged to see it had made no 

impression, he hallooe<l, in a terrible tone, “ 0 ! d ye, you have 

got your netting stutfed, I sec;” and advancing, discharged his 
second pistol so near liis godson’s head, that had he nob been 
defended by his groat coat, the powder must have scorched his face. 
Having thus tliioun fway his lire, lie nMuamed at the mercy of 
Peregrine, wlio cla]i[)iug the ])iece ho h.id in reserve to his head, 
commanded hun to beg his life, and ask pardon for bis presuinx>tion. 
The commodore made no reply to tins imperious injunction ; but, 
dropping Ins jiistiil, and unslieathing his broadsword in an insfaiit, 
attackc<l our hero with such incredible agility, tluit if he had not 
made sliift to u^rd olf the stroke with his piece, the adventure, in 
all likelihood, would have turned out a very tragical joke. 

Peregrine tinding it would be in vain for him to think of drawdng 
his weapon, or ol standing on the defensive against this furious 
aggressor, very fciiily clapped s[)urs to Ins nag, and sought his safety 
in lliglit. Trunnion ])ursucd him with intinite eagerness ; aniii his 
steed being the better of the two, ivould have overtaken the fugitive 
to his peril, liad he not been unforlunatoly encountered by the 
boughs of a tree, that liajipened to stand on his blind side, and 
incommoded him so much, that he was fain to (pjit his sw’ord, and 
lay hold on the mane ni order to maintain his seat. Perry per- 
ceiving his disaster, wheeled about, ami now tinding leisure to 
produce his >vea])()n, returneil iqion Ins disarmed foe, brandishing 
his Ferrarn, threatening to make him shorter by the head if ho 
would not inftuediately crave (quarter and yi(*ld. There was 
nothing farther from tlie intention of the old gentleman than such 
submission, whicli ke llaily refused to ])ay, alleging that ho had 
already compelled his enemy to clap on all sails, and that his owui 
present misfortune w’as owing to accident ; all one as if a sliip 
should be att;«ked, after slie had been obliged to lieave her guns 
overboard in a storm. 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this romonstrance, the 
lieutenant interposed, and taking cognizance of the case, estab- 
lished a truce, until ho and the other second slum Id discuss and 
decide upon the merits of the case. They accordii^gly retired to 
a small distance ; and after having conferred a few fuinutes, Hatch- 
way returned, and pronounced the couiinodoro vaiKpiished by the 
chance of war. ^ • 

Never was rage more transported thiiti that whicli took possession 
pf old Hannibal, when he heard the kentonce : it was jpme time 
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before lie could utter aught, except the reproachful expression, 
“You lie -which he repeated more than twenty times, in a sort 
of delirious insensibility. When he recovered the further use of 
speech, he abused the arbitrators -with such bitter invectives, 
renouncing their sentence, and appealing to anotlier trial, that the 
confederates began to rc})cnt of having carried the joke so far ; and 
Peregrine, in order to appease his cholei^,' owned himself overcome. 

This acknowlodgnient calmed the tumult of his wrath, though 
he could not for some days iorgivc the lieutenant ; and the two 
young gentlemen rode back to Tunley’s, while Hatchway, taking 
the commodore’s horse by the bridle, re-conducted him to his 
mansion, growling all the way to Jack foy his unjust and un- 
friendly decree ; though lie could not help observing, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adversary strike his top- 
sails : “And yet,’' said ho, “before God*’ J think the fellow’s 
head is made of a wool-pack : for my shot rebounded from his face 
like a wad of spun-yam from the Avails of a ship. But if so be 

that son of a b of a tree hadn’t come athwart my AV(^‘athcr-bow, 

d’ye^’see, I’ll bo d d if 1 liadn’t snapt his main-yard in the 

slings, and mayhap let out hi.s bulgc-AV'ater into the bargain.” He 
seemed particularly vain of this exjdoit, whicli Vlwelt upon his 
imagination, and Avas cherislicd as the t5hild of his old age ; for 
thougli he could not with decency rehearse it to the young men and 
his wife at supper, he gave shrcAvil hints of his own maiiliood, even 
at these ye^vfes, and attested HatcliAv^ay as a vonclier for his mottle ; 
while the triumvirate, cliveited by his vanity, enjoyed in secret 
the success of their imposition. 


CuAr. XXXni,— Prregrine takes lea 'e of Lis Aunt and Sister— Sct.s out from tie Garrison 
—Parts with liia Uncle and Hatchwvyon the Road, and with his Govevnor arrives In 
safety at Dover. 

This, however, was the last effort of invention which they practised 
upon him ; and everything being now prc])ared fot the departure 
of liis godson, tluit hopeful youl h in tAA'o days took leave of all his 
friends in the neighbourhood. He was closet?e(l tAvo wliole hours 
with his aunt, Avho enriched him with many jnous advices, recapi- 
tulated all the benefits Avhich, through her means, had been con- 
ferred upon him since his infancy, cautioned him against the 
temptations of lewd Avoinen, wdio bring many a man to a morsel of 
bread, laid strict injunctions upon him to live in the fear of the 
Loixl and the true Protestant faith, to fescheAV quarrels and con- 
tention, to treat Mr. Jolter with reverence and^regard, and above 
all tilings to {ibstain from the beastly sin of drunkennoBS, which 
exposes a man to the scorn and contempt of his fellow-creatures, 
and, by divesting him of reason and reflection, renders him fit for 
all manner of vice and debauchery. She recommended to Jbim 
econoiqy, and the care of ibis healtfi, bade him remember the 
honour of his family, and inwall the ciicumstances of his behaviour, 
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^sured him that he might always depend upon the frmndship and 
generosity of *tho couiiiiodoro. Finally, presonting with her 
own picture set in gold, and a hundred guineas from her privy 
purse, she embraced him affectionately, and wished him all manner 
of happiness and prospoyty. 

Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs. Truimion, ho locked him- 
self up with his sister JuHa, whom he admonished to cultivate her 
aunt with the most complaisant and respectful attention, without 
stooping to any circumstance of siilmiission that she should judge 
unworthy of her practice : he protested that liis chief study should 
bo to make her amends for the privilege she had forfeited by her 
affection for him ; untreated her to enter into no engagement 
without Ilia knowledge and approbation ; put into her hand the 
purse which he had received from Ins aunt, to defray her pocket 
expenses in his absex>ce ; and parted fj-om liio*, not without tears, 
after she h'vd for some minutes hung about liis neck, kissing him, 
and weeping in tlio most pathetic silence. 

Having performed the.se duties of affection and consanguinity 
over-night* he went to bed, and was, by liis own direction, called 
at four o’clock in the morning, when he found the post-chaise, 
coach, and ricking -horses ready at the gate, hiwS friends Clauiitlot 
and Hatchway on foot, the commodore himself almost dressed, and 
every servant in the garrison assembled in the yard to wish him 
a good journey. Our hero shook each of these humble friends by 
the hand, tipping them at the .same time witli marks of his bounty ; 
and 'waa very much surprised when ho could not perceive his old 
attendant Pipes among the number. When he expressed his 
wonder at this disrespectful omission of Trim, some of those present 
rail to his chamber, in order to give him a call ; but his hammock 
and room were both desei-ted, and they soon returned with an 
account of his having eloped. Peregrine was disturbed at this 
information, believing that the fellow had taken some desperate 
course, in conseitueiicc of his being dismissed from his service, and 
began to wish that he had indulged his inclination, by retaining 
him still abou* his person. However, as there was now no other 
remedy, ho 'recommended him strenuously to the particular favour 
and distinction of liis uncle and Hatchway, in case he should appear 
again ; and as he wont out of the gate, was saluted with three 
cheers by all the domestics in the family. 

The commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant, Peregrine, and Joltor wont 
into the coach together, that they might enjoy each otlier’s con- 
versation as much as possible, resolving to breakfast at an inn 
upon the road, where Trunnion and Hatchway intended to bid our 
adventurer fare^w^ll ; the valet-de-chamliro got into the post- 
chaise ; the French lacquey rode one horse, and IccJ another ; one 
of the valets of the garrison mounted at the back of the coach ; and 
thus tjie cavalcade set out on the road to Dover. 

; As the commodore could not boar the “fatigue of jolting, they 
travelled at an easy pace (luring the ||first stage ; so that •the old 
gentleman had an opportunity of coipmunicating his e:i^ortationa 
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to liis g(Kl8on, with regard to liis conduct abroad ; Jv? advised him, 
now tiiat h^^ was going into foreign parts, to be upon his guard 
against the fair weatlier of the French politesse, which was no 
more to be trusted than a whirlpool at sea. He observed that 
many young jiien had gone to Paris with good cargoes of sense, 
and returned with a groat deal of canvas, and no ballast at all, 
whereby they became ciank all the days of their lives, and some- 
times carried their keels above water, tie desired Mr. dolter to 
keej) his pupil out of the clutches of those sharking priests who lie 
in wait to make converts of all young strangers, and in a particular 
manner cautioned the youth against carnal conversation wdth the 
Parisian dames, who, ho understood, were no better than gaudy 
iire-ships ready primed with death and destruction. 

I^ercgrinc listened with great respect, tJianking him for his kind 
admonitions, which ho faithfully proinisovl to observe. They 
halted and brcfik fasted at the end of the stage, where .loiter pro- 
vided himself with a liovse, and the commodoro settled tlic method 
of corresponding with his nephew. Tlie minute of i*ai;ting being 
arrived, the old commander wrung his godson by the hand, saying, 
“ I 'wish thee a prosperous v(»yage and good cheer, my hid : iny 
timbers are now a little crazy, d’ye sec ; and God knows if I sbail 
keep afloat till such time as I see thee again ; but howsomover, 
hap what will, thou wilt find thyself in a condi(ic)u to keep in tlie 
line with the best of thy fellow's*^’ Ho then reminded Gaiiiitlot of 
his promise to call at the garrison in his return fr/>m Dover, and 
imp.wtcd something in a whisiier to the governor, while Jack 
Hatchway, unable to speak, pulled his hat over his eyes, and 
squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave him an iron pistol of 
curious w'orkjnaiiship, as a memorial of his friendship. Our youth, 
who was not unmoved on this occasion, received the pledge, w'hieh 
he ackiiOAvledgod with tlie present of a silver tobacco-bo> bought 
for that purjiosc ; and the two lads of the castle getting into the 
coach, ware driven homewards, in a .state of silent dejection. 

Godfrey and Peregrine seated themselves in the post-chaise | 
and Jolter, the valet- de-chambre, and hicipiey, litstridiiig their 
beasts, they proceeded for the place of their ^lestiuatidn, at which 
they arrived in safety that same night, and bespoke a passage in 
the packet-boat which was to sail next day. 


Chap. XXXIV.— He the Methoa of his Cijrrt'Bpondencc with (juuntlcl ; raoct-, by 

accident with au ItuUmi (Jharlatan, utid a crrlaia AputUecury, who proves to bo. a 
noiPti Character. 

Theke the tAvo friends adjusted the articles of their future corre- 
spondence ; and Peregrine, having written a letter to his mistress, 
wherein he renewed his former vows of eternal fidelity, it was 
intrusted to the care of Ibpr brother? while Mr. Jolter, at the 
desire of his pupil, provided elegant supper, and some excellent 
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Burgundy, that they might spend this eve of liis departure with 
the greater enjoyment. * 

Things being thus disposed, and a servant employed in laying 
the cloth, their oars were of a sudden invaded by a strange tumul- 
tuous noise in the nex* room, occasioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs, and glasses^ with odd unin telligi hie exclamations in 
broken French, and a jargon of threats in tlie Welsh dialect. Our 
young gentleman ran immediately into the apartment from whence 
this clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin, meagre, swartliy 
figure, gasping, in all the agony of fear, under the liaiids of a 
squat, thick, hard-featured man, who collared him with great 
demonstrations of wrafh, saying, “ Jf you was as mighty a magician 
as Owen Gloiidowcr, or the witch of Entor, look you, ny, or as 
I'aul Beor himself, 1 will meke pold, by tlie assistance of Cot, and 
in his majesty’s naam, Co seize and sectne, and eoiifine and confront 
you, until fc.ach time as you suffer and endure and undergo the 
]>ains and penalties of the law, for your diabolical practices. 
Shcntlemeiy^s,” added he, turning to our adventurers, “ 1 take*you 
to witness, that I protest, and assert, and avow, that this i>ei*son is 
as pig a necromancer as you would desire to behold ; and 1 suppli- 
cate, and beseeth, and entreat of you, that he may Vie brought 
pofore his petters, and compelled to give an account of his compact 
and commerce with the imps of darkness, look you ; for, as J am a 
Christian soul, and hope for joyful resurrection, I liavcrthis plessed 
evening seen hiu perform such things as could not bo done witli,out 
the aid and instruction and connivance of the tevil.” 

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the sentiments of this Welsh 
reformer, and actually laid hold on t)ic delincpient’s slioulder, 
crying, “D— n the rascal ! I'll lay any wager that he’s a Jesuit ; 
for none of his order travel without a familiar." But Peregrine, 
who looked upon the affair in another point of view, interposed in 
behalf of the stranger, whom ho freed from his aggressors, 
observing, tliat there was no occasion to use violence ; and asked, in 
French, what he had done to incur the censure of the informer. 
'Che poor forcigiter, more dead than alive, answered that he was an 
Italian charlatan, who had practised with some reputation in 
Padua, until he had'" the misfortune to attract the notice of the 
Inquisition, by exhibiting certain wonderful performances by liis 
skill in natural knowledge, which tliat tribunal considered as the 
effects of scorcAry, and persecuted him accordingly ; so tliat ho had 
been fain to make a precipitate retreat into France, where not 
finding his account in his talents, he was now arrived in England, 
with a view of practising his art in London ; and that, in conso- 
rmencG of a specimen which he had given to a company below, the 
choleric gentleman liad followed him upstairs to his own apart- 
ment, and assaulted him in that inhospitable manner : he there- 
fore earnestly begged that our hero would, take him under his 
protection ; and, if he entertained the leiu»t suspicion of his en^ploy- 
ing preternatural means in the operatlbns of his art, he would 
freely communicate all the secrets in his^ossossion. * 
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The youtli dispelled his apprehension by assuring him that he 
was in .no' danger of suffering for his art in England, where, 
if over he should be questioned by the zeal of superstitious indi- 
viduals, he had nothing to do but appeal to the next justice of the 
peace, who would immediately acquit him of the charge, and 
punish his accusers for their impertinenq^ and indiscretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welshman that the sti-anger had 
a good action against them fer an assault, by virtue of an Act of 
Parliament-, which makes it criminal for any person to accuse 
another of sorcery and witchcraft, tliese idle notions being now 
justly exploded by all sensible men. Mr. Jolter, who liad by this 
timo joined the company, could not help “signifying his dissent 
from tliis opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to invalidate 
by the authority of Scripture, quotations from tlic fathers, and the 
confession of man}^ wretches w^ho suffered dfeath for having carried 
on correspondence with evil spirits, together with the evidence of 
“Satan’s Invisible \V’’orld,” and Moreton’s “History of Witchcraft.” 

The soldier corroborated these testimonies by facts that had hap- 
pened within tlie sphere of his owui knowledge, and in particular 
mentioned the case of an old woman of the parish in which he was 
born, who used t<j transform herself into the shapes of sundry 
animals, and was at last killed by small shot in the character of a 
hare. The Welshman, thus supported, expressed his surprise at 
hearing. tliJjt; the legislature had shown such tenderness for crimi- 
nalfl of so dark a liue, and oheted to prove, by undc.niable instances, 
that there w^as not a mountain in Wales which had not been, in his 
memory, the scone of necromancy and witchcraft. “Wherefore,” 
said he, “I am assuredly more than apovo astonished and con- 
founded and concerned that the Parliament of Great Pritain 
should, in their groat wi.sdoms, and their prudence, and their 
penetration, give counteiiaiicc and encouragement, look you, to 
the works of darkness and the empire of Pelzopup — ofer and apove 
the evidence of holy writ, and those -writers w'ho have been quoted 
by that aggurato and learned shentloniiin, we are informed, by 
profane history, of the pribbles and pranks of the old serpent, in 
the bortents and oragles of antiquity, as you will find in that most 
excellent historian Bolypius, and Titus Liiius ; ay, and inoreofor, 
in the Commentaries of Julius Caesar himself, who, as the ole world 
knows, was a most famous, and a most faliant, and a most wise, 
and a most prudent, and a most fortunate chieftain, and a most 
renowned orator; ay, and a most elegant wTiter to boot.” 

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the lists of dispute with 
three such obstinate antagonists, but contented himself with saying 
that he believed it would be no difficult matter to impugn the argu- 
ments they had advanced ; though ho did not find himself at all 
disposed to undertake the task, which must of course break in upon 
the evening’s entertainment. He therefore invited the Italian to 
supper, and asked the sai^e favour of his accuser, who seemed to 
have "something curious jrand characteristic in his manner and. 
disposition, resolving to ^nake himself an eye-witness of thoso 
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surprising feate \7hich had given offence to the choleric Briton. This 
scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for his (fburfcesy, but 
declined communicating with the stranger until his character 
should be further explained ; upon which his inviter, after some 
conversation with the cltarlatan, assured him that he would himself 
undertake for the innocofico of his art ; and then he was prevailed 
upon to favour them with his company. 

In the course of the conversation, Peregrine learned that the 
Welshman was a surgeon of Canterbury, who had been called into 
a consultation at Dover ; and, understanding that his name was 
Morgan, took the liberty of asking if ho was not the person so 
respectfully mention cfd in the “Adventures of Roderick Random.” 
Mr. Morgan assumed a lo»>k of gravity and importance at this 
interrogation, and, screwing up his mouth, answered, “Mr, 
Rantum, my goot sir,' 1 believe, u})oi< my conscience and saltation, 
is my very goot frient and well-wisher ; and he and I have been 
companions and messmates and fellow-sufferers, look you ; but 
neverthelq^js, for ?ill tliat, peradventure he hath not pehavechwith 
so much complaisance and alfability and respect as I might have 
expected from him ; pecause ho hath revealed and tivulged and 
biiplished our^jrivato affairs, without my knowledge and privity 
and consent ; but as Got is my Safiour, I think he had no evil inten- 
tion ill his pelly ; and though there be certain persons, look you, 
who, as 1 am told, take upon them to laugh at his d-^scriptions of 
my person, department, and conversation, 1 do affirm and maiij|bain, 
and insist with my heart, and my plood, and my soul, that those 
persons are no jiettor than ignorant asses, and that they know not 
how to discern and distinguish and define true ridicule, or, as 
Aristotle calls it, the to Oeloion^ no more, look you, than a herd of 
mountain goats ; for I will make pold to observe — and I hope this 
goot company will be of the same opinion—that there is nothing 
said of me in that performance which is unworthy of a Christian 
and a shentleman.” 

Our young ^ntleman and his friends acquiesced in the justness 
of his observafion. Peregrine particularly assured him that, from 
reading the book, he had conceived the utmost regard and venera- 
tion for his character, and that he thought himself extremely for- 
tunate in having this opportunity of enjoying his conversation. 
Morgan, not a little proud of such advances from a person of Pere- 
grine’s appeaAnce, retunicd the compliment with a profusion of 
civility, and, in the warmth of acknowledgment, expressed a desire 
of seeing him and his conqiany at his house in Canterbury. “I 
will not pretend, qr presume, kind sir,” said he, “to entertain you 
according to your merits and deserts ; but you shall be as welcome 
to my poor cottage, and my wife and family, a» the prince of 
Wales himself ; and it shall go hard if, one way or other, I do not 
0nd ways and means of making you confess Jbhat there is some goot 
fellowship in an ancient Priton ; for though I am no petter^than a 
’ simple a|}othecary, I have as goot- plocM circulating in my veins as 
\ any he jn the county ; ai^d I can (lescrihe and delii;ieate and 
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demonstrate my pedigree to the satisfaction of the 'olo ’orld ; and, 
moroofer, by Got's goot providence and assistance, I can afford to 
treat my friend with a joint of good mutton and a pottle of excel- 
lent wine, and no tradesman can peard me with a bill.” 

He was congratulated on his happy situation, and assured that 
our youth would visit him on his return from Fiance, provided he 
should take Canterbury in his route. As Pengrinc manifested an 
inclination of being acquainted with the state of his affairs, he 
very complaisantly satisfied his curiosity by giving him to know 
that his spouse had left off breeding, after having blessed liim with 
two boys and a girl, who were still alive and well ; that he lived in 
good esteem with his nciglibours ; and by hia practice, which was 
considerably extended immediately after the publication of Kode- 
rick Ilandom, had saved some tliousaiid pouiyls. He had begun to 
think of retiring among his own relations in Glamorganshire, 
though his wife had made objection to tins proposal, and ojjposed 
the execution of it with such obstinacy, that ho had been at 
infinite pains in asserting his own prerogative by convMicing her, 
both from reason and example, that he was king and priest in iiis 
own family, and that she owed the most implicit si^bniission to his 
will. He likewise infoimed the comjiany tliat he l)ad lately seen 
his friend Roderick, wdio had come fiom London on purpose to 
visit him, after having gained his lawsuit with Mr. Tnpchall, who 
was obliged «ito pay Narcisaa’s fortune ; that Mr. Random, in all 
appearance, led a very happy life in the conversatit>n of his father 
and bed-fellow, by whom he enjoyed a son and daughter ; and that 
Morgan had received, in a present from him, a piece of very fine 
linen of his wife’s own making, several kits of salmon, and two 
casks of pickled pork — the most delicate he had ever tasted ; 
together with a barrel of excellent herrings for salmagundy, 
which he knew to be his favourite dish. 

This topic of conversation being discussed, the Italian was 
desired to exhibit a specinieii of hia art, and in a few minutes con- 
ducted the company into the next room, vvhere^ to their great 
astonishment and alfright, they beheld a thousand serpents winding 
along the ceiling. Mijrgan, struck with this ^phenomenon, which 
he had not seen before, began to utter exorcisms with great devo- 
tion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out of the room, Gauntlet drew his 
hanger, and Peregrine himself was disconcerted. The operator, 
perceiving their confusion, desired them to retirS, and, calling 
them back in an insbint, there was not a viper to be seen. He 
raised their admiration by sundry other performances ; and the 
Welshman’s former opinion and abhorrence of Jiis character began 
to recur, when, in consideration of the civility with which he had 
been treated,' this Italian imparted to them all the methods by 
which he had acted such wonders, that were no^ other than the 
effects of natural cagses curiously combined ; so that Morgan 
becam^ a convert to his skill, asked «pardon for the suspicion he 
entertained, and invitol the stranger to pass a few days with 
him at Canterbury. The\8cruple8 of Godfrey and Jolter wore 
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removed at the same time, and Peregrine testified satisfaction 
by a handsome gratuity which he bestowed upon their entertainer. 

The evening being spent in this sociable manner, every man 
retired to his respective cliamber, and next morning they break- 
fasted together, when ^lorgrin declared he would stay till he should 
see our hero fairly cnibatlicd, that he might have the pleasure of 
Mr. Gauntlet’s company to his own habitation : meanwhile, by the 
skipper’s advice, the servants wore'ordered to carry a store of wine 
and provision on board, in case of accident ; and, as the packet- 
boat could not sail before one o’clock, the company walked up hill 
to visit the castle, where they saw the sword of Julius Cmsar, and 
Queen Elizabeth’s pocket i)iatol ; repeated Shakapeare’s description, 
while they surveyed the chalky cldrs on each side, and cast their 
eyes towards the city of Calais, that w^as obscured by a thick cloud 
which did nob inucli regale their eyesight, because it seemed to 
portend foul weather. 

ilaving view^ed everytliing remarkable in this place, they returned 
to the pi(3r, wdiere, after the compliments of parting, and an*afFec- 
tionate embrace bctw'con the two young gentlemen, Peregrine and 
his governor .pepped aboard, the sails were hoisted, and they went 
to sea with a fair wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjurer 
walked back to tlic inn, from whence they set out for Canterbury 
before dinner. 


Chap. XXXV.--H« embarks for Franco—Is overtaken by a Storm— I j surprised with tho 
i^ppc'uiuDco of i'lpeu" Lands ut Calais, and has an Affray with the Officers at tbe Costom- 
bouse. 

Scarce had the vessel proceeded two leagues on the passage, when, 
the wind shifting, blew directly in her teeth ; so that they wei*o 
obliged to haul upon a wind, and alter their course. The sea 
runninj' pretty higli at tho same time, our hero, who Was below in 
his cabin, bogjyi to be squeamish, and, in consequence of the skip- 
per’s advice, went ujion deck for the comfort of his stomach ; while 
the governor, experienced in these disasters, slipped into bed, 
where he lay at his ease, amusing himself with a treatise on tho 
cycloid, with algebraical demonstrations, which never failed to 
engage his iiii^ginaiion in the most agreeable manner. 

In tho mean time the wind increased to a very hard gale, the 
vessel pitched with great violence, the sea washed over the deck, 
the master was alarmed, the crew wore confounded, the passengers 
were overwhehneck with sickness and fear, and universal distraction 
ensued. In tho midst of this uproar, Peregrine hokling fast by the 
tafifrail, and looking ruefully ahead, the ccamtctiance of Pipes 
presented itself to his astonished view, rising, as it were, from tho 
hold of the ship. At first he imagined it was a fear-formed shadow 
of his own brain ; though hfi did not Ifing remain in this eryor, but 
plainly perceived that it was no oth’er than the real person of 
Thomas, who, jumping onjbhe quarter-deck^ took charge of the 
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helm, and dictated to the sailors with as much authority as if he 
had Wn commander of the ship. The skipper looked upon him 
as an angel sent to his assistance ; and the crew soon discovered 
him to be a thorougli-bred seaman, notYitli standing his livery- 
frock ; obeyed his orders with such alacrity, that, in a little time, 
the confusion vanished ; and every noceCsary step was taken to 
weather the gale. 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived the meaning of 
Tom’s appearance on board ; and when the tumult w’as a little 
subsided, went up, and encouraged him to exert himself for the 
preservation of the ship, promising to take, him again into his 
service, from wliich he should never be dismissed, except at his 
own desire. This assurance had a surprising effect upon Pipes, 
who, though he made no manner of reply, tliynst the helm hito tlio 
master’s hands, saying, ^*Here, you old biirnboat- woman, take hold 
of the tiller, and keej) her thus, boy, thus ; ” and skipped about the 
vessel, trimming the sails, and managing the ropes with such agility 
and skill, that everybody on deck stood amazed at his dcAority. 

Mr. Jolter w\as far from being unconcerned at the uncommon 
motion of tlie vessel, the singing of the wind, and thf uproar which 
he heard above him : he looked towards the cabin-door with tho 
most fearful expectation, in hope of seeing some person w^ho could 
give some account of the weather, and what w^a^ doing upon deck ; 
but not a 8o«l appeared, and ho ^vas too wxll acquainted with tho 
disposition of his own how'els to make tlio least aftcration in his 
attitude. When he had lain a good while in all the agony of sus- 
pense, the boy tumbled headlong into his apartment, with such 
noise, that he believed the mast had gone by the board ; and start- 
ing upright in his bed, asked, witli all the symptoms of horror, 
what was the cause of that disturbance ? The boy, half-stunned 
by his fall, answered in a dolorous tone, “I’m come to put up the 
dead-lights.” At the mention of dead-lights, tho meaning of 
which he did not understand, the poor governor’s heart died within 
him : he shivered with despair. His recollection forsaking him, 
he fell upon his knees in the bed, and, hxing bis eyes upon the 
book which was in his hand, began to prono\nj,ce aloud with great 
fervour, “ The rime of a complete oscillation in the cycloid, is to 
the time in which a body would fall through the axis of the cycloid 
DV, as the circumference of a circle to its diameter. ” - 

He would in all likelihood have proceeded with the demonstration 
of this proposition, had lie not been seized witli such a qualm as 
compelled him to drop the book, and accommodate himself to the 
emergency of his distemper : ho therefore stretched himself at full 
length, and, putting up ejaculations to Heaven, began to prepare 
himself for his ‘latter end, when all of a sudden the noise above 
was intermitted ; and as he could not conceive tho cause of this 
tremendous silence, he imagined that either the men were washed 
overboard, or that, dcspairiiK of safet^, they had ceased to oppose 
(ibe tempest. While he wm harrowed by this miserable uncer^ 
tainty^ wliich, however, was Viot altogether unenlightened by sortio 
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scattered rays. of hope, the master entered the cabin: then ho 
asked, with a voice half-extinguished by fear, how matters went 
upon deck ; and the skipper, with a largo bottle of brandy applied 
to his mouth, answered, in a hollow tone, “All’s over now, master.” 
Upon which, Mr. Joltoi^ giving himself over for lost, exclaimed, 
with the utmost horror, Lord have mercy upon us I Christ have 
mercy upon us ! ’’and repeated this supplication, as it were mechani- 
cally, until the master undeceived him, by exi)laining the meaning 
of what he had said, and assuring him that the squall was over. 

Such a sudden transition from fear to joy occasioned a violent 
agitation both in his mind and body ; and it was a full quarter of 
an hour before he recn:>vcred the right use of liis organs. By this 
time the weather cleared up, the wind began to blow again from 
the right corner, and the spires of Calais appeared at the distance 
of rive leagues ; so tiiat the count onances of all on board were 
lighted up with joyous expectation ; and Peregrine, venturing to 
go down into the cabin, comforted his governor with an account of 
the happy Jiurn of their aSairs. , 

Joltcr, transported with the thought of a speedy landing, began 
to launch out in praise of that country for which they were bound. 
He observed, tflat France was the laud of politeness and hospitality, 
whicli were conspicuous in the behaviour of all ranks and degrees, 
from the peer to the peasant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner, 
far from being insulted and imposed upon by the Iqwor class of 
people, as in Ergland, was treated Avith the utmost reverence, can- 
dour, and respect ; and their rields were fertile, their climate*pure 
and healthy, their farmers rich an<l industrious, and the subjects in 
general tlio liappiest of men. He would have prosecuted this favourite 
theme still farther, had not his pupil been obliged to run upon dock, 
in consequence of certain warnings lie received from hia stomach. 

The skipper seeing his condition, very honestly reminded him of 
the cold ham and fowls, with a basket of wine which he had 
ordered to be sent on board, and asked if he would have the cloth 
laid below. He could not have chosen a more seasonable opportu- 
nity of manif^ting his own disinterestedness. Peregrine made 
wry faces at the mention of food, bidding him, for Heaven’s sake, 
talk no more on that subject. He then descended into the cabin, 
aud put the same question to Mr. Jolter, who, ho knew, entertained 
the same abhorrouce for his proposal ; and meeting with the like 
reception froill him, went between decks, and repeated his courteous 
proffer to the valot-de-chambre and lacc^uey, who lay sprawling in 
all the pangs of a double evacuation, and rejected his civility with 
the most horrible loathing. Thus baffled in all his kind endeavours, . 
ho ordered his boy to secure the provision in one of his own lockers, 
according to the custom of the ship. , • 

It being low water when they arrived on the French coast, the 
vessel could not enter the harbour, and they were obliged to bring 
to, and wait for a boat, whiali in less tl^an half an hour came sdong- 
side from the shore. Mr. Jolter now came upon deck, and, tnufflug 
up the French air with symptoixui of infinite satisfactioDf asked of 
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the boatmen, with the frien<ily appellation of Afei cnfans, what 
they dcmamled for transporting him and his pupil with their bag- 
gage to the pier. But how was he disconcerted, wlicn those polite, 
candid, reasonable watermen demanded a louis d’or for that ser- 
vice ! Peregrine, w'itli a sarcastic sneer, observed, that he already 
))ogan to })erceive the justice of his encomiums on the French ; and 
the disappointed governor could say nothing in his own vindica- 
tion, but tluit they were debauphed by their intercourse w'ith the 
inlia})itants of Dover. His i>Upil, however, was so much offended 
at their extortion, that he absolutely refused to employ them, oven 
when tJiey abated one half in their demand, and swore ho would 
stay on board till the packet should be able* to enter the harbour, 
rather than encourage such imposition. 

Tlie master, who m all jnobability had some sort of fellow-feeling 
with the boatmen, in vain represented, tWlt be could not with 
safety lic-to, or anchor upon a lee-shore : our hero, liaving con- 
sulted Pipes, answered, that he had liired his vessel to transport 
liim to Calais, and that he w’ould oblige him to iierforpi what lie 
had undertaken. The skijiper, very inuoli mortified at this peremp- 
tory reply, which w^as not over and above agreeable to Mr. Jedter, 
dismissed the boat, notwithstanding the solicitations and conde- 
scension of the watermen. Running a little farther in shore, they 
came to an anchor, and waited till there was water enough to float 
them over the bar. liien they stood into the harbfiur ; and our 
gentleman, his attendants and baggage, landed on the 
pier by the sailors, w'hoin he liberally rewarded for their trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number of porters, who, 
like so many hungry wolves, laid hold on his luggage, and began 
to carry it oft’ picccuneal, without his order or direction. Incensed 
at this oflicious insolence, he comnianded them to desist, with 
many oaths and opprobriems terms that liis anger suggested ; and 
perceiving that one of them did not seem to pay any regard to 
what lie said, but marched off wHli his burthen, ho snatched a 
cudgel out of his lacquey’s baud, and, overtaking tlio fellow in a 
twinkling, brought him to the ground with one blow. He was 
instantly surrounded by the 'vvht)le congregation of this canaille, 
who resented the injury which their brotlicr'^had sustained, and 
would have taken immediate satisfaction on the aggressor, had not 
Pijies, seeing his master involved, brought the wliolo crew to his 
assistance, and exerted himself so manfully, that tht enemy were 
obliged to retreat with many marks of defeat, and menaces of in- 
teresting the c(jmniandant in their quarrel. Jolter, who knew and 
dreaded the powxr of the French governor, began to shake witli 
apprehension, when he hoard their repeated threSts, but they durst 
not apply to this magistrate, who, upon a fair rei)ro8entation of the 
case, would have punished them severely for their rapacious and 
insolent behaviour. Peregrine, without furtlier molestation, availed 
himself of his own attendants, who sliouldered his baggage, and 
followed him to the gate, whferc they were stopped by the sentinels 
until thei^ names should be registered. 
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Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examination before, resolved 
to proDt by his experience, and cunningly represented 4liiis pupil as 
a young English lord. This intimation, supported by the appear- 
ance of his equipage, was no sooner communicated to the officer, 
than he turned out the gfiard, and ordered liis soldiers to rest upon 
their arms, while his lori^ship j)as3ed in great state to. the Lioih 
d'Argmt, where ho took up his lodging for tho night, resolving to 
set out for Paris next morning in a post-chaise. 

Tlio governor triumphed greatly in this piece of complaisance 
and respect with which they had been honoured, and resumed his 
beloved topic of discourse, in applauding the method and subordi- 
nation of tho French'goveriiment, which Avas better calculated for 
maintaining order and [)rotecting the i^cople, than any constitution 
upon earth. Of their courteous attention to strangers, there needed 
no other proof than the compliment AAliioh liad been paid to them, 
together Avith the governor’s connivance at T^eregrino’s employing 
liis OAvii servants in carrying the baggage fo the inn, coiitniry to tho 
privilege o^ tlie inliabitants. , 

Willie he expatiated Avith a remarkable degree of self-indulgence 
on this subject, the valet-de-chambro coming into the room, inter- 
rupted his haAngue by telling his master tliat their trunks and 
portmanteaus must bo carried to the cuntom-house, in order to bo 
searched, and sealed Avith lead, AA^hich must remain untouched until 
their arrival at Pari.s. 

Perogriue m.'de no objection to this practice, AAdiicli Avas in itself 
reasonable enough ; but wlieu he undorstooil that tho gatd was 
besieged by another multitude of porters, aaIio insisted upon their 
right of carrying tlui goods, and also of tixing their own price, he 
absolutely refused to comply Avith their demand. Nay, he chastised 
some of tlio most clamorous among them Avith Ins foot, and told 
thorn, that if their ouslom-liouso otlicors had a mind to examine 
his baggage, they might come to the iini f<u* that purpose. The 
valot.-de-chambro Avas abashed at this boldness of his master’s 
behaviour, Avliich the lacquey, shrugging up his shoulders, observed, 
was bien a VAhujlaise ; Avhilo the governor rei)resented it as an in- 
dignity to the whole nation, and endeavoured to persuade his pupil 
to comply with the Custom of the place. But Peregrine’s natural 
haughtiness of disposition hindered him from giving oar to Jolter’s 
wholesome advice ; and in loss than half an hour they observed a 
file of muskoiftors inareliing up to the gate. At sight of this de- 
tachment tho tutor trembled, tho valet grew pale, and the lacquey 
crossed himself ; but our hero, without exhibiting any otlier symp- 
toms than those of indignation, met them on the threshold, and 
Avith a ferocious air demanded their business. Tho corporal who 
commanded tho file answered, with great deliberation, that ho had 
orders to convey his baggage to the custom-house ; and seeing the 
trunks standing in tho entry, placed his men between them and 
tho owner, while the porters^ that folloycd look them up, and pro- 
ceeded to the douane without opposition. • 

Pickle was not mad enough to dispute the authority^ of this 
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nicsaage ; bub in order to gall, and specify his contempt for those 
who brought' it, ho called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in French, 
to accompany hia things, and see that none of hia linen and cffocto 
should be stolen by the searchers. The corporal, mortified at this 
satirical insinuation, darted a look of resentment at the author, ns 
if ho had been interested for the glory of ^his nation ; and told him 
that he could perceive ho was a stranger in France, or else ho would 
have saved himself the trouble gf such a needless precaution. 


Chap. XXXVl.— IIo makra a fruillpsa Attempt in Gallantry— T)('parta for Boulogne, whero 
lie Hpr odb tiie Eveuiug with cirtam Kngliali Kxilcs. 

Having thus yielded to tlie hand of power* ho inquired if there 
was any other English company in the house ; when, understand- 
ing that a gentleman and lady lodged in the next apartment, and 
had bespoke a post-chaise for Paris, he ordered Pipes to,, ingratiate 
himself with their footman, and, if possible, learn their names and 
condition, while ho and Mr. Joltor, attended by the lacquey, took 
a turn round the ramparts, and viewed the particulahi of the fortifi- 
cation. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that when liis master 
returned he was able to give him a very satisfactory account of hia 
fellow-lodgers, in conaoiiuence of having treated l^s brother witli 
a bofrolo of wine. The people in cpieation were a gentleman and 
his lady lately arrived from England, in their way to Paris. Tho 
husband was a man of good fortune, who had been a libertine in 
his youth, and a professed declainier against matrimony. He 
wanted neither sense nor experience, and piqued himself in par- 
ticular upon his art of avoiding the snares of the female sex, in 
which he protended to be deeply versed ; but, notwithstanding all 
his caution and skill, he bad lately fallen a sacrifice to the attrac- 
tions of an oyster- wench, who had found means to decoy him into 
the bands of wedlock ; and, in order to evade tho crlhipliments and 
congratulations of his friends and acquaintance, he had come so far 
on a tour to Pavia, where lie intended to initiate his spouse in the 
beau mondc. In the mean time, he chose to live upon the rese^e, 
because her natural talents had as yet received but little cultiva- 
tion ; and he had not tho most implicit confidence <n her virtue 
and discretion, which, it seems, had like to have yielded to the 
addresses of an officer at Canterbuiy, w ho had made shift to insinuate 
himself into her acquaintance and favour. 

Peregrine’s curiosity bekig inflamed by thid information, he 
lounged about yard, in hopes of seeing the dulcinea who had 
captivated the old bachelor ; and at length observing her at a 
window, took tho liberty of bowing to her with great respect. She 
f^tumed the complimeht with a curtly, and appeared so decent 
in her *drcss and manner, that unless he had been previously in-> 
formed her former life and conversation, ho never would h«^ve 
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dreamt that her education was different from that of other ladies 
of fashion ; so easy is it to acquire that external depiftrtment on 
which people of condition value themselves so much. Not but that 
Mr. Pickle pretended to distinguish a certain vulgar audacity in 
her countenance, whicli iiT a lady of birth and fortune would have 
passed for an agreeable vi^icity that enlivens the aspect, and gives 
poignancy to every feature ; but as she possessed a pair of line eyes, 
and a clear complexion overspread witli the glow of health, whicli 
never fails of recommcndiiig the owner, he could not help gazing 
at her with desire, and forming the design of making a conquest of 
her heart. With this ^dow, he sent his compliments to her hus- 
band, wliosG name w'as llornbeck, with an intimation that he 
proposed to set out next day for Paris, and as he nnder.stood that 
he was resolved upon ^lo same jonriioy, ho should bo extremely 
glad of his company on the road, iF jio was not better engaged. 
Hornbook, who in all probability did not choose to accommodate 
his wife with a squire of our lierc/s appearance, sent a civil answer 
to Ilia message, professing intinitc mortification at his being nmble 
to embrace tlio favour of this kind ofler, by reason of the indis- 
position of his Ayfo, who, he was afraid, would not bo in a condition 
for some days fo bear the fatigue of tivivolliug. 

This rebuff, which Porogi-ino ascribed to the husband’s jealousy, 
stifled his project in ombry«) • ho ordered his Frtmch servant to 
take a place for himself in tlic diV/yrticc, where all liis was 

stowed, except % small trunk, with some linen and other neces- 
saries, that was fixed upon the post-chaise which they hired of* the 
landlord ; and early next morning he and Mr. Jolter departed from 
Calais, attended by his valet-de-chainbro and Pij)es on horseback. 
They proceeded without any accident as far as lioulogne, where 
they breakfasted, and visited old Father Graham, a Scottish gentle- 
man of the governor’s acquaiiitaiico, who had lived as a Cajiuchiii 
in that place for the space of threescore years, aiul during that 
period conformed to all the austerities of the order wnth the most 
rigorous exactiijjas, being equally remarkable for the frankness of 
his convei’satioii, tlio humanity of his disposition, and the simplicity 
of his manners. Frqm Boulogne the^’^ took tlufir departure about 
noon ; and as they jiroposed to sleep that night at Abbeville, com- 
manded the postilion to drive with extraordinary speed. Perhaps 
it was well for his cattle that the axloiroe gave way, and the chaise 
of course ovoAurned, before they had travelled one-third part of 
the stage. 

This accident compelled them to return to the place from whence 
they had sot out ; ^nd as they could not procure another convey* 
anoe, they found themselves under tlto necessity of staying *^till 
their chaise could bo refitted. Understanding that* this operation 
would detain them a whole day, our young gentleman had recourse 
ti) his patience, and demanded to know wl^t they could have for 
dinner ; the gar^on or waiter, thus questioned, vanished in. a mo-* 
ment, and immediately they wore surprised with the appdaranee 
. of a strange figure, which, from the extravagance of its ^ss and 
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gesticulation, Peregrine mistook for a madman of* the growth of 
France. I’iiis phantom (which, by the bye, happened to be no other 
than the cook) was a tall, long-legged, meagre, swarthy fellow, that 
stooped very much ; his clieek-bones were remarkably raised, his 
nose bent into the shape and size of a po\^ler-horn, and the sockets 
of his eyes as raw round the edges as if tte skin had been pared off. 
On his Ijead ho W'ore a handkerchief, which had once been white, 
and now served to cover the upper part of a black periwig, to which 
was attached a bag at least a foot s(i[uare, with a solitaire and rose 
that stuck upon each side of his ear ; so that he looked like a cri- 
minal on the pillory. Ilis back was accommodaU’-d with a linen 
waistcoat, his hands adorned witli long ruffl'es of tlie same piece, 
his middle was girded by an apron, tucked up, that it might not 
conceal his white silk stockings, rolled ; and at his entrance ho 
brandished a bloody weapon full three feet in length. 

Peregrine, when he tirst saw him approach in this menacing 
attitude, put himself upon his guard ; but being informed of his 
quaUty, perused his bill of fare, and having bespoken tkreo or four 
things for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jedter to view both towns, 
which they had not leisure to consider minutely before. In their 
return from the harbour they met with four or live gmitlcmen, all 
of whom seemed to look with an air of dejection, and perceiving 
our hero and his governor to bo English by their dross, bowed with 
great respeqf as they passed. Pickle, who was naturally compas- 
sionate, felt an emotion of sympathy ; and seeing f# person, who by 
his habit he judged to bo one of their servants, accosted him in 
English, and fisked who the gentlemen were. The lacquey gave 
him to understand that they were his own countrymen, exiled from 
their native homes in consequence of their adherence to an unfor- 
tunate and ruined cause ; and that they were gone to the sea-side, 
according to their daily practice, in order to indulge their longing 
eyes with a prospect of thu while clifls of Albion, which they must 
never more approach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely from them in 
point of political piinciplcs, he was not one of tlJbso enthusiasts 
who look upon every schism from the established articles of faith 
as damnable, and exclude the sceptic from every benefit of hu- 
manity and Christian forgiveness ; lie could easily comprehend 
how a man of the most unblemi.shed morals might, by the pre- 
judice of education, or indispensable attachments, be engaged in 
siicli a blameworthy and pernicious undertaking ; and thought 
that they had already suffered severely for their imprudence. He 
was affected with the account of thoir diurnal, pilgrimage to the 
sca-«ido, which ho consideretl as a pathetic proof of their affliction, 
and invested Mr, .loiter with the agreeable office of going to them 
with a compliment in his name, and begging the honour of drink- 
ing a glass with them in the evening. They accepted the proposal 
with great satisfaction and ^respectful cicknowledgment, and in the 
afternobn waited upon the kind inviter, who treated them with 
coffee, and would have detained thorn to supper, but they entreated 
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the favour of his company at the house which they frequented so 
earnestly, that he yielded to their solicitations, anci^ with his 
governor, was conducted by them to the place, where they had pro- 
vided an elegant repast, and regaled thorn witli some of the best 
claret in France, >« 

It was easy for them t(>| perceive that their principal guest was 
no favourer of their state niaxinis, aiul therefore they industriously 
avoided every subject of convorsiitipn wliirh could give the least 
oflciice : not but they lamentcMl tlieir own situation, which cut 
them oft’ from all their dearest connections, and <looined them to 
perpetual banishment from their families and friends ; but they 
did not, even by the most distant hint, impeach the justice of that 
sentence by wliicli they were condemned ; although one among 
them, who seemed to be about the age of thirty, \ve])t bitterly over 
his misfortune, wdiich had involved a bo>rt\ t-d wife and three chil- 
dren in misery and distress ; and, in the impatience of his grief, 
cursed his own fate with frantic imprecations. Ills companions, 
with a vicY <>f beguiling liis .sorrow, ami uiaiuh.-sting their ,own 
hospitality at the same time, changed the to]>ie of discourse, and 
circulated the bumpers wdili great assiduity ; so that all their cares 
were ovcrwhchfled and forgotten, several Froneh drinking catches 
wore sung, and mirth and good-feJlowshi}) prevailed. 

Ill the midst of this elevation, which commonly unlocks the most 
hidden sentiment, and dispels every consideration of c.uition and 
constraint, one the entertainers, being more intoxicaled than Iiis 
fellows, proposed a toast, to which Peregrine, with some warmth, 
excGpted as an unmaiiiiorly insult. Tlio other maintained his pro- 
position with indecent heat ; and the dispute beginning to grow 
very serious, the company interposed, and gave judgment against 
their friend, who was so keenly reproached and rebuked for Ills 
impolite behaviour, that he retired in high dudgeon, threatening 
to relinquish their society, and branding them with the appellation 
of apostates from the common cau.se. Mortilied at the behaviour 
of their companion, those that remained were earnest in their 
apologies to th«ir guests, whom they besought to forgive his intem- 
perance, assuring them with great coiihdciice that he would, upon 
the recovery of his Collect ion, wait upon them in person, and ask 
pardon for the umbrage he had given. Pickle ivas satistied with 
their remonstrances, resuHicd his good-humour, and the night being 
pretty far adfiinced, resisted all their importunities with which ho 
was entreated to see another bottle go round, and was escorted to his 
own lodgings more than half-seas over. Next morning, about eight 
o’clock, he was waked by iiia valet-de-chambre, wdio told him that 
two of the gentlefneii with whom ho had spent the evening wore 
in the house, and desired the favour of being admitted into his 
chamber. He could not conceive the meaning of this extraordinary 
visit ; and, ordering his man to show them into his apartment, 
beheld the person who had affronted hyn enter with the gentleman 
who had reprehended his rudeness. • 

He who had given the offence, after having made an apology for 
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disturbing Mr. Pickle, told him that his friend there present had 
been withjiim early that morning, and proposed the alternative 
of either fighting with him immediately, or coming to beg pardon 
for his unmannerly deportment over-night : that though he had 
courage onougli to face any man in the field in a righteous cause, 
he was not so brutal as to disobey the d^tates of his own duty and 
refloction ; in consequence of which, and not out of any regard to 
the other’s menaces, which b.e despised, ho had now taken the 
liberty of interrupting his repose, that he might, as soon as possible, 
atone for the injury he had done him, which he protested was 
the effect of intoxication alone, and begged his forgiveness accord- 
ingly. Our hero accepted of tliis acknowledi^mcnt very graciously ; 
thanked the other gentleman for the gfillant part he had acted in 
liis behalf ; and perceiving that his companion was a little irritated 
at his officious interposition, effected a recoficilation, by convincing 
liiin that what he had done wa.s for the honour of the company. 
He then kept them to breakfast ; expressed a desire of seeing their 
situjjtion altered for the butter ; and the chaise beimj repaired, 
look his leave of liis entertainers, who came to wish him a good 
journey, and with his attendants left Boulogne for the seebnd time. 


CiiAr. XX XVI I^r~ Proceeds for ibc Capital— Takes up Ins Lodging at Bmiay, where he is 
overtaken by I^lr. llurnheck, whose Head ho h)nss to f)rtlfy. 

t 

Dukino this day’s expedition, Mr. Joltcr took an opportunity of 
imparting to his pupil the remarks ho had made upon the industry 
of the French, as an undeniable jiroot of which he bade him cast 
his eyes around, and observe witli what care every spot of ground 
was cultivated, and from the fertility of that province, which is 
reckoned the poorest in Franco, conceive the wealth and affluence 
of the nation in general. Peregrine, amazed as well as disgusted 
at this infatuation, answered th;ii what he ascribed to imlustiy 
Avas the effect of mere wretchedness ; the miserable^ peasants being 
(»bliged to plough up every inch of ground to satisfy their oppres- 
sive landlords, Avbile they themselves and th«r cattle looked like 
so many images of famine ; that their extreme poverty was evident 
from the face of the country, on which there was not one incloaure 
to be seen, or any otlier object, except scanty crops, of barley and 
oats, which could never reward the toil of the husbandman ; that 
their habitations were no better than jialtry huts ; that in twenty 
miles of extent not one gentleman’s house appeared ; that nothing 
was more abject and forlorn^ than the attire of their country people ; 
that the equipage of their travelling chaises was infinitely inferior 
to that of a duiil)$-cart in England ; and that the postilion who then 
drove their carriage had neither stockings to his legs, nor a shirt 
to his back. » 

The governor, finding his«charge so fbtractablei resolved to le^ve 
him in the midst of his own ignorance and prejudice, and reserve 
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his observatiojis for those who would pay more deference to his 
opinion : and indeed this resolution he had often made, i and as often 
broken in the transports of his zeal, that frequently hurried him 
out of the plan of conduct which in his cooler moments he had laid 
down. They halted for^a-efreshmeiit at Montreuil, and about seven 
in the evening arrived ^^t a village called Bernay, where, while 
they waited for fresh horses, they were informed by the landlord 
that the gates of Abbevillo wcrg shut every night punctually 
at eight o’clock ; so that it would be impossible for them to get 
admittfinco. Ho said there was not another place of entertain- 
ment on the road where they could pass the night ; and therefore, 
as a friend, he advised them to stay at his house, where they would 
find the best of accommodation, and proceed upon their journey 
betimes in the morning. 

Mr. Jolter, though* ho had travdlcvl on that road before, could 
not recollect whether or not mine host spoke truth ; but his remon- 
strance being very plausible, our hero determined to follow his 
advice, aiyi being conducted into an apartment, asked what^thoy 
could have for supper. The landlord mentioned everything that 
was eatable in the house ; and the whole being engrossed for the 
use of him and his attendants, ho amused Jiimself, till such time as 
it should bo dressed, in strolling aliout the house, which stands in 
a very rural situation. While ho thus h)itered away the time that 
hung heavy on his hands, another chaise arrived at the inn, and 
upon inquiry fee found that the new comers were IVfr. Ilornbeck 
and his lady. The landlord, conscious of his inability to ent-ertain 
this second company, came and begged with great humiliation that 
Mr. Pickle would spare them some ])art of tlie victuals he had 
bespoken ; but he refused to part witli so much as the wing of a 
partridge, though at the same time lie sent his compliments to the 
strangers, and giving tliem to uiulershiiul how ill the house was 
provided for their reception, invited them to partake of his supper. 
Mr, Hombeck, who was not deliciont in point of politeness, and 
extremely well disposed for a relishing meal, Avliich he had reason 
to expect frofli the savoury steam that issued from the kitchen, 
could not resist this second instance of our young gentleman’s 
civility, which he Acknowledged by a message, importing that he 
and his wife would do themselves the ideasuro of profiting by his 
courteous offer. Peregrine’s checks glowed when he found himself 
on the eve o^being acquainted Avith Mrs. Hornbeck, of whose heart 
he had already made a conquest in imagination ; and he forthwith 
set bis invention at Avork, to contrive some means of defeating her 
husband’s vigilance. 

' When supper was ready, he in person gave notice to his guests, 
And, leading the lady into his apartment, seated her in an elbow- 
oh^ir at the upper end of the table, squeezing her Rand, and darting 
a most insidious glance at the same time. This abrupt, behaviour 
he ptactiied^n the presumption that ^ lad^ of her breeding was not 
to . be addressed with the tedious forms that must be observed in 
one’s advances' to a person of birth and genteel eduoatign. In all 
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probability his calculation was just, for Mrs. Hornbeck gave no 
signs of dis(jj)ntent at this sort of treatment, but, on the contrary, 
seemed to consider it as a proof of the young gentleman’s regard ; 
and tliough slie did not venture to open her mouth three times 
during the whole repast, she showed kcrself particularly well 
aatistied with her entertainer, by sundry^^ly and significant looks, 
while her husband's eyes were directed another way ; and divers 
loud peals of laughter, signifying her approbation of the sallies wdiieh 
he uttered in the course of their conversation. 

Her aj)ouse began to be v('ry uneasy at tlie frank demeanour of 
his yoke-fellow, w’liom ho endeavoured to check in her vivacity, by 
assuming a severity of aspect ; but whether she obeyed the dictates 
of her own disi)o.sition, which, perhaps, was merry and unreserved, 
or wanted to i)iinish Mr. Iloriibcek for liis j(!alousy of temper ; 
certain it is, her gaiety increased to such a di'grce, that Jjer liusband 
was grievously alarmed and incensed at her conduct, and resolved to 
make her sensible of Ida disjdcasure, I13’ tieading in secret upon her 
toes.^ He was, liowevcr, so disconcerted by his indignati^)ii, that he 
mistook Ills mark, and applied the sharp lictd c.f bis shoe to the side 
of Mr. Joltcr’s foot, coin\>rehending his little toe that w\as studded 
wdth an angry corn, which he invaded wutli such a siMden jerk, that 
the governor, unable to endure the torture in silence, started up, 
and, dancing onthetloor, roaicxl liidcously with repeated b(‘llov\ings, 
to the unsjioakablo enjoyment of l\u’egi‘ine ami the lady, mIiu 
laughed therfiselvcs almost into convulsions at the joke. Hornbeck, 
confotinded at the inisUike he had committed, begged pardon of the 
injured tutor with great contrition, i>rote.«tmg that the blow ho had 
so unfortunately received w^as intended for an ugly cur, which ho 
thought had posted himself under the table. It was lucky for him 
that there was actuall}' a dog in die room, to justify this excuse, 
wdiich Jolter admitted w'ith tr.e tears running over his checks, iiiid 
the economy of the table was rocomjHised. 

As soon, how'ever, as the strangers could with decency withdraw, 
tins suspicious husband took his leave td the youth, on pretence of 
being fatigued with his journey, after having, by wayUf compliment, 
projiosed that tliey simuld travel together next day ; and Peregrine 
handed the lady to her chamber, where ho wisftied her good night 
with another warm sijueezo, which she returned. This favourable 
liint made his heart bound with a transport of joy : he lay in wait 
for an ojiportunity of declaring himself ; and seeing tfcn husband go 
down into the yard with a candle, glided softly into his apartment, 
whore ho found her almost undressed. Impelled by the impetuosity 
of his passion, which was still more infiamed by her present luscious 
appearance, and encouraged by the approbatioil she had already 
expressed, he ran towards her with eagerness, crying, ** Zounds! 
madam, your cliarms are irresistible ! ’ and without further Cere- 
mony would have clasped her in his arms, bad she not bogged him 
for the love of God to retire for shoul^ Mr. Hornbeck return and 
find him there, she would be undone for ever. He w^as not so 
blinded by his passion, but that he saw the reasonableness of her 
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fear ; and as l^e could not pretend to crown his wishes at that inter- 
view, he avowed himself her lover, assured her tliftt ho would 
exhaust his whole invention in finding a [)roper opportunity for 
throwing liirnself at her foot ; and in tho mean' time ho ravished 
sundry small fiivouw, wiiich she, in the hurry of her fright, could 
not withhold from his inif udonco of address. Having thus happily 
settled tho preliminaries, he withdrew to his own chamber, and 
spent the whole night in contriving, stratagems to elude tho jealous 
caution of his fellow-traveller. 


CiiAi* XXXVTTI.— Thoy Rei o«l. in comp.'iny, bre.ikfa'^t. al Abbp\ illo, dlno ftt Aniions, and, 
about oli'ven o'o'umjU, anive at <^iiantilly, whore Peregrine exoentea a Plan whlcJi he had 
concerted upon llorubcck. ^ 

Tub whole company by agrcenienc ro.se and de])arted before day, 
and bi’eakfasLed at Abbeville, wlievc thoy became ac(|uaintcd with 
th(3 finesse of tlieir Bornay landlord, who had imposed ujxin tjiem, - 
in afiirmin§ tliat they 'would not have been admitted after tho gates 
w'ero shut. From thonco thoy procce<lod to Amiens, where they 
dined, and we»e pestered by bogging fria.'s ; ami the roads being 
dec‘p, it was eleven o’chuik at night befovti tiny reached Chantilly, 
whore tlioy found supper already dressed, in ennso(pieTico of having 
despatched tho valet-dc-chambro before them on horsobaek. 

The constitution of Hornbeck being very much impaTred by a life 
of irregularity, ho found liimsclf so fatigued with his day’s joiifnoy, 
which auiouutod to upAvards of a huiidrod nnh's, that when ho sat 
down at table, ho could scarce sit upright ; ami in loss than three 
minutes began to nod in Ins chair, roregrine, who had forosoen 
and provided for this occasion, advised him to exliilarate his spirits 
■with a glass of wine ; and the propiisal being embraced, tijiped his 
valet de-cliamhi’o the Aviiik, wlio, according to tho instructions ho 
had recoivod, qualified llu; Burgundy Avith thirty drops of laudanum, 
Avhich this unfortunate husband SAvailowcd in one glass. Tho dose, 
c(i-operating Av^th his former droAvsiiicss, lulled him so fast asleep, 
as it Avere iiistautaneously, that it Avas found noccssiiry to convey 
him to his own chanilier, Avhero his footman undressed and j)ut him 
to bed : nor was Joltcr (naturally of a sluggish rlispositioii) able to 
resist his iiropcnsity to .sleep, without suflering divc.rs <lreadful 
yawns, which #jncouraged his pupil to administer tho same dose to 
him, Avhich had operated so succe.ssfully upon tho other Argus. 
This cordLal had not such gentle effect upon tho rugged organs of 
Jolter as upon tho more delicate nerves of Hornbeck ; but discovered 
itself in certain hfvoluntary startings, and convulsive motions in 
the muscles of his face ; and when his nature at li^ngth yielded to 
the power of this medicine, ho sounded the trumpet so loud through 
his nostrils, that our adventurer was afivud the noise would wake his 
other patient, and consequeijtly proveuf the^accomplishment of his 
aim. The governor was therefore corn nitted to the care of •Pipes, 
who lugged him into the next room, and, having stripp^l off his 

L 
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clothes, tumbled him into his nest, while the two lovers remained 
at full liberty to indulge their mutual passion. 

Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination, would have finished 
the fate of Horn beck immediately ; but his inamorata disapproved 
of his intention, and represented that their«being together by them- 
selves for any length of time would bo obsl^rved by her servant, who 
was kept as a Bi)y upon her actions ; so that they had recourse to 
another scheme, which was executed in this manner. Ho conducted 
her into her own apartment, in iiresence of her footman, who lighted 
them thither, and wishing her good rest, returned to his own 
chamber, where he waited till everything was quiet in the house ; 
then stealing softly to her door, which had lA.*un loft open for his 
admission in the dark, ho found the husband still secure in the 
embraces of sleep, and the lady in a loose gown, ready to seal his 
happiness. He conveyed her to his own chimber ; but his guilty 
passion was not gratified. 

The opium which had been given to Jolter, together with the wine 
ho htid drunk, produced such a perturbation in liis fan^y, that he 
was visited with horrible dreams ; and, among other miserable 
situations, imagined himself in danger of perishing in the flames, 
which he thought had taken hold on his apartmerfe. This vision 
made such an impression upon his faculties, that he alai'ined the 
whole house with the rcj)eated ones of “ Fire ! fire ! ” and even 
leaped out ,^'f his bed, though he still continued fast asleep. The 
loveM were very disagreeably disturbed by this dreadkil exclamation ; 
and Mrs. Hornbeck, running in great confusion to the door, had the 
mortification to see the footman, with a light in his hand, enter her 
husband’s chamber, in order to give him notice of this accident. 
She knew that she would be instantly missed, and could easily 
divine the consequence, unless her invention could immediately 
trump up some plausible excuse for her absence. 

Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in cases of such 
emergency : she employed but a few seconds in recollection, and, 
rushing directly towards the apartment of the governor, who still 
continued to hallov> in the same note, exclaimed, In a screaming 
tone, “Lord have mercy upon us 1 where ! where ! ” By this timo, 
all the servants werjo assembled in strange attfre : Peregrine burst 
into Jolter’s room, and seeing him stjilking in his shirt with his eyes 
shut, bestowed such a slap upon his back, as in a moment dissolved 
his dream, and restored him to the use of his sei&es. He was 
astonished and ashamed at being discovered in such an indecent 
attitude ; and, taking refuge under the clothes, asked pardon of all 
present for the disturbance he had occasioned : spliciting, with great 
humility, the forgiveness Of the lady, who, to a miracle, counter- 
feited the uthif:>st agitation of terror and surprise. Meanwhile 
Hornbeck, being awakened by the repeated eiforts of jiis roan, no 
sooner understood thai^ his wife was missing, than all the chimeras 
of jealousy taking possessioli of his iimginatioii, he started up in a 
sort of frenzy, and, snatching his sword, flow straight to Peregrine's 
ohambercj whore, though he found not that which he looked for, he 
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unluckily perceived an under-petticoat, Avhich his wife had foi^ot in 
the hurry of her retreat. This discovery added fuel td the flame of 
his resentment. Ho seized the fatal proof of his dishonour, and, 
meeting hir spouse in her return to bod, presented it to her view, 
saying, with a most e^)ressivo countenance, “Madam, you have 
dropiHjd your nnder-petllcoat in the next room.” 

Mrs. Hornbeck, who inherited from nature a most admirable 
presence of mind, looked earnestly at the object in question, and, 
with incredible serenity of countenance, affirmed that the petticoat 
must belong to t'le house, for she had none such in her possession. 
Peregrine, who walked behind her, hearing this asseveration, imme- 
diately interposed, slnd pulling Hoinbeck by the sleeve into his 
chamber, “(ladszooks ! ” said he, “ what biisinoss had you with that 
petticoat ? Can’t you let a young fellow enjoy a little amour with 
an innkeeper’s daugfftcr, w^tliom exposing his infirmities to your 
wifo'? Pshaw; that’s so malicious, because ymi have quitted these 
adventures y<mrsolf, to spoil the sport of other i>eople.’’ 

The po(4r husband was so confounded at the elFrontery of hisrwife, 
and this cavalier declaration of the yoniv^ man, that his faith began 
to wravor ; ho distrusted his own conscious diitideiice of temper, 
which, that he might not expose, he expressed no doubts of Pere- 
grine ’« veracity ; but, asking panlon for the mistake ho had com- 
initted, retired. Tie was not yet satisfied with the behaviour of 
hia ingenious hel])mate, but on the contrary determined to inquire 
more minutely into the circumstances of this adventure, ^vhich 
turned out so little to his satisfaciicin, that lie ordered his servant 
to got everytliing ready for his departure by break of, day ; and 
when our adventurer rose next morning, ho found that his fellow- 
travellers were gone aViovo three hours, though they had agreed to 
stay all the forenoon, with a view of seeing the iirince of Condo’s 
palace, and to proceed all together for T^iris in the afternoon. 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he understood that he 
was so snddoiily tleprived of tins uiitasted morsel ; and Jolter could 
not conceive the moaning of their abrupt and uncivil disappearance, 
which, after Tnauy profound conjectures, he accounted for, by 
supposing that Hornbeck was some sharper who had run away 
with an heiress, wliom he found it necessary to conceal from the 
inquiry of her friends. The pupil, who was well assured of the 
true motive, allowed his governor to en joy the triumph of his own 
penetration, *^n (I consoled himself with the hojio of seeing his 
dulcinea again at some of tho public places in Paris, which he pro- 
posed to frequent. Thus comforted, ho visited the magnificent 
stables and palacQ of Cliantilly, and immediately after dinner set 
cut for Paris, where they arrived in tlifc evening, and hired apart- 
ments at an hotel in the Fauliourg St. permaine, uett far from the 
playhouse. 
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CuAi’. XXXIX —Ho ifl Iiivolvod in an Adventure at PuriH, and taken Prlsunor by tlie City 
Guard— RecomoB acquainted ^Mtll a French Nobleman, who introduces liim In the Beau 
Monde. n 

They were no sooner settled in these lodgfcgs, than our hero wrote 
to his uncle an account of their safe arrival, and sent another letter 
to his friend Gauntlet, with a veJy tender billet inclosed for his dear 
Kinilia, to wlioin he repeated all his former vows of constancy and 
love. 

The next care tliat engrossed him was tliat of bespeaking several 
suits of clotlies suitable to the French mode ; aiul, in the mean 
time, he never ajjpeared abroad, except in the English coffee- house, 
where he soon became ac(piaintod with som^ of his ow'ii country- 
men, who were at Faris on the same footing with himself. Tlie 
third evening after liis journey, he was engaged in a party of those 
young s])arks, at the house of a noted haitevr^ whose wife W’as 
remarkably handsome, and otlierwiso extremely w^ell (jitfalilied for 
alluring cusbmiers to her house. To this laily our young gentle- 
man was introduced as a stranger fresh fiom En^^laiid ; and he 
was charmed with her personal accomplishments, as well as with 
the freedom and gaiety of her conversation. Her frank deportment 
persuaded him that slio was one of those kind creatures who granted 
favours to tte best bidder : on this sujiposition ho began to be so 
importunate in bis addresses, that the fair hoin compelled 

to cry aloud in defence of her own virtue. Her husband ran imme- 
diately to her assistance, and finding her in a very alarming 
8ituati(m, flew upon her ravisher w’ith such fury, that he was fain 
to (piit his j>rcy, and turn against the exasjjerated fraifmr^ whom 
ho punished without inercj^ for his impudent intrusion. The 
lady, seeing her yoke-fellow treated Avith so little respect, espoused 
his cause, and, fixing her nails in his antagonist’s face, Beatified all 
one side of his nose. The noise of this encounter bvoiight all the 
servants of the house co the rescue of thoii' master ; and Fcregrinc’s 
company opposing them, a general battle ensued,'" in which the 
French wore totally routed, the wife inaultet^, and the husband 
kicked downstairs. 

The publican, enraged at the indignity wliich had been offered 
t«> him and his family, went out into the street, and imjdorcd the 
jirotection o/ the or city guard, Avhich having heard his com- 
plaint, fixed their bayonets and suiTouuded the door, to ’the number 
of twelve or fourteen. Tlie young gentlemen, flushed with their 
success, and considering the soldiers as so many liondon watchmen, 
whom they had oftenjput th flight, drew their swords, and sallied 
out, with Pereg»rine at their liead. Whether the guard respected 
them as foreigners, or inex( erienced youths intoxicated with licpior, 
they opened to right and le,U, and gave them room to pass without 
oppositjon. This complaisakce, which Hvas the eflect of compassion, 
being misinterpreted by the English leader, he, out of mere 
wantonnfess, attempted to trip up the heels of the soldier that stood 
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next him, but failed in the execution, and received a blow on his 
breast with the biitt-cnd of a fusil, lliat made him slugger several 
paces backward. Tucensod at this audacious application, the whole 
company charged the detachment sword in hand ; and, after an 
obstinate engagement,* in which divers wounds were given and 
received, every soul of lliem was taken, and conveyed to the main- 
guard. The commanding onicer being made acquainted with the 
circumstances (^f the quarrel, in sonsideration of their youth and 
national ferocity, f(»r which the French make large allowances, set 
them all at liberty, after having gently rebuked them for the 
irregularity and ins<jlenco of theij- conduct ; so that all our hero 
acuiuired by liis gallantry and courage, was a number of scandalous 
marks upon hi.s visage that continod him a whole week to his 
chamber. It was impossible to conceal tliis <lisa.ster from Mr. 
Joltor, who, having obtained iniei'igenco ol the particulars, did not 
fail to remonstrate against the rashness of the adventure, which, ho 
observed, must have been fatal to them, had their enemies boon 
other th»n Froncliiuen, who, of all peo[)lo under the sun^ most 
rigorousl}' observe the laws of hosjutahty. 

As the governor’s accpiaintance lay chiefly among Irish and 
English ])ricsts, and a sot of low peojdo who live by making 
tliemselves necessary to strangers, either in teaching the French 
language, or executing small commissions with which they are 
intrusted, ho was not the m()st proper ])crsou in J:hc world for 
regulating tliv. taste of a young gentleman who travelled for 
improvement, in expectation (/f making a liguro one day in his 
own country. Being con.scious of his own incapacity, he contented 
liimsolf with the office of a steward, and kept a faithful account 
of all the money that was disbursed in the course <»f their family 
expense : not but that he was aetjuainted with all the places which 
were visited by strangers on their first arrival at I'aris ; and ho 
knew to a Hard what was commonly given to the Swiss of each 
remarkable hotel ; though, wdth respect to the curious ]>ainling 
and btaUiary that everyw'licre abounded in that metropolis, lie was 
inoro ignoraiA than the domestic that attends for a livro a day. 

In sliort, Mr. J( Iter could give a very good account of the stages 
on the road, anif save the expense of Antonini’s detail of the 
curiosities in Paris : he was a connoisseur in (.udinarics, from twelve 
to fivc-fUid-thirty li\ res, knew all the rates of a fmrre and nnn'se^ 
oouhl dispufe with a taiUnir or a traifau' upon the articles of hia 
bill, and scold the servants in tolerable French. But tlie laws, 
customs, and genius of the jieojilc, the cliaractors of individuals, 
and scenes of pplished life, were subjects wliich ho had neither 
opportunities to observe, inclination jo consider, nor discernment 
to distinguish. All his maxims werej the siiggcsfciftns of pedantry 
and prejudice ; so that his perceiitioiJ was oliscured, his judgment 
biassed, his address aw'kward, and «is conversation absurd and 
uneiitertaining ; yet such fis I have represented this tutor, are the 
greatest part of those animals who lead raw boys about tfie world, 
under the donominatiou of travelling governors. iPeregrino, 
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therefore, being perfectly well acquainted with the extent of Mr. 
Julter’s abililaes, never dreamt of consulting him in the disposition 
of his conduct, but parcelled out his time according to the dictates 
of his own rellection, and the information and direction of his com- 
panions, who had lived longer in France,* and conse<iuently were 
bettor acquainted Avith the pleasures of thc^place. 

As soon as he was in a condition to appear a la Franca! f>v.^ he 
hired a genteel chariot by the month, made the tour of the Luxem- 
bourg gallery, Palais Iloyal, all the remarkable hotels, churches, 
and celebrated places in l^aris ; visited 8 t. Cloud, Marli, Versailles, 
Triamm, St. Germaine, and Fontainebleau ; enjoyed the opera, 
masquerades, Italian and French comedy ; and seldom failed of 
appearing in the public walks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs. 
Hornbeck, or some adventure suited to his romantic disj)osition. 
He never doubted that his person would attract the notice of some 
diatinguiehed inairiorata, and was vain enough to believe that few 
female hearts Avero able to resist the artillery of his accomplish- 
lucntsj should he once find an o])portunity of planting ituto advan- 
tage. He presented himself, however, at all the spectacles ior 
many weeks, without reaping the fruits of his cx|)pctation ; and 
began to entertain a very indifferent idea of the French discern- 
ment, Avhich had overlooked him so long, wdien one day, in his 
way to the opera, his chariot was stopped by an embarras in the 
street, occasj(^ned by two jHiasants, Avho having driven their carts 
against each other, quarrelled, and went to logge^/heads on the 
spot. Such a rencounter is so uncommon in France, that the people 
shut up their shops, and from their AAiuduws throw cold water 
up(jn the combatants, Avith a view of putting an end to the battle, 
Avhich was maintained with great fury and very little skill, until 
one of tliom receiving an accidental fall, the other took the 
advantage of this misfortune, and, fastening upon him as ho lay, 
began to thump the pavement Avjth his head. 

Our hero’s equipage being detained close by the field of this 
contention, Pij)08 could not bear to see the laAvs of boxing so scan- 
dalously transgressed, and, leaping from his statioh, pulled the 
oftender from his antagonist, Avhoni ho raised up,^and in the English 
language encouraged to a second essay, instructing him at the 
same time, by clenching his fists according to art, and putting 
himself in a proper attitude. Thus confirmed, the enraged carman 
sprang upon his foe, and in all appearance would have ofiectually 
revenged the injury ho liad sustained, if he had not been prov^ented 
by the interposition of a lac([Uoy belonging to a nobleman, whose 
coach was obliged to halt in consequence of tlm disx)ute. This 
footman, who was fdistinguijjthed by a cane, descending from his 

E ost, without tho^-least ceren^ony or expostulation, began to employ 
is weapon upon the head >i<nd shoulders of the peasant who had 
been patronized by Pipes ; ^pon which, Thomas, resenting such 
ungenerous behaviour, bestoWed such is. stomacher upon the offi- 
cious inlcrmeddler, as discomposed the whole economy of his 
entrails, a%Ld obliged him to discharge the interjection Ah 1 with 
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demonstrations of groat anguish and amazement. The other t^wo 
footmen who stood behind tho coach, seeing their fullow-scrvant 
so insolently assaulted, flow to his assistance, and rained a most 
disagreeable shower upon tho head of his aggressor, who had no 
moans of diverson or do4‘eiicc. 

Peregrine, though holrlid imt approve of Tom’s conduct, could 
not bear to see him sr) roughly handled, especially as he thought 
his own honour concerned in the /ray ; and therefore, quitting his 
machine, came to tlie rescue of his attendant, and charged his 
adversaries sword in Iiand. Two of them no sooner perceived this 
reinforcement, than they betook themselves to flight ; and Pipes, 
having twisted the (!iirie out of tho hands of the third, belaboured 
him so unmercifully, that our liero lliouglit }>roper to interpose his 
authority in his behalf. The common peiq>Ie stood agliast at this 
unprecedented boldifbss of Pickh;, \v3jo understanding that tho 
Ijorson wdioso servants he had disciplined was a general and prince 
of the blood, wont up to tho coacli, and asked pardon for what ho 
had donc^ imputing his own behaviour to his ignorance qf tho 
other’s quality. Tho <dd nobleman accepted of his apology wdth 
great politeness, thanking liiui for the trouble he had taken to 
reform tho Aaniiors of his domestics ; and guessing from our 
youth’s appearance tliat lie was some stranger of condition, very 
courteously invited him into tlio coach, on the supposition that 
they were both going to tho opera. IMcklo gladly ^mbrjicod this 
opportunity of becoming aoquainti^d witli a person of such rank, 
and, ordering his own cliariot to follow', accompanied the cdunt to 
his UmjCj where he conversed Avith him during the Avholo onter- 
tainment. 

He soon perceived that Peregrine was not deficient in sjiirit or 
sense, (ind seemed particularly pleiKSod ivith his engaging manner 
and easy deportment, (pialiiications for whicli the English nation 
is by no means remarkable in Eraiiee, and therefore the more 
conspicuous and agreeable in the character of our hero, whom the 
nobleman carried home that same evening, arid introduced to his 
lady and several persons of fashion who supped at his house. 
Peregriiio was quite captivated by their aflable behaviour and tho 
vivacity of their discourse ; and, after having been honoured with 
particular marks of consideration, took his leave, fully determined 
to cultivate such a valuable acipuiintance. 

His vaniPy' suggested, that noAv the time Avas come when ho 
should profit by liis talents among tho fair sex, on whom he re- 
solved to employ his utmost art and address. With this view he 
assiduously engaged in all parties to which ho liad access by means 
of his noble friend, Avho let slip no jDjiportunity of gratifying his 
ambition. He for sumo time sharc(| in all liis^tvinusements, and 
was entertained in many of tlio best fjjmilies of Iraiico ; but he did 
not long eujoy that elevation of hlpo, Avhich had flattered his 
imagination. He soon perceived thU if would be impossible to 
maintain the honourable connections he had made, witSiout en- 
gaging every day at quadrille, or, in other words, losing Jiis money; 
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for every person of rank, whether male or female, was a professed 
gamester, who knew and practised all the finesse of the art, of 
which he was entirely ignorant. Besides, he began to find himself 
a mere novice in French gallantry, which is supported by an ama- 
zing volubility of tongue, and obsequious ftiid incredible attention 
to trillos, a surprising faculty of laughing tint of i)ure C(unplciisance, 
and a nothingness of conversation which ho could jiovcr attain. In 
short, our hero, who among his own countrymen would have passed 
for a sprightly, entertaining fellow, was considered in the brilliant 
assemblies of France as a youth of a very ])hlegmatic disposition. 
No wonder, then, that his j>ride was mortified at his own want of 
importance, which he did not fail to ascribe to' their defect in point 
of judgment Jind taste. He conceived a disgust at the mercenary 
conduct, as well as the shallow intellects, of ^ the ladies ; and after 
he had spent some months, and a round sum of money, in fruitless 
attendance and addresses, he fairly quitted the pursuit, and con- 
soled himself with the conversation of a merry JilU de jo/V, whose 
good graces he ac<piircd by an allowance of twenty louis }fer month. 
That he might the more easily afford tliis expense, he dismissed 
his chariot and French lacquey at the same time. ^ 

He then entered himself in a noted academy, iji order to finish 
his exercises, and contracted an ac(piaiiitance with a few sensible 
people, whom ho distinguished at the collce-liousii and ordinary to 
which he res^^ted, and who contributed not a hltlo to the improve- 
ment of his knowledge and taste ; for, iirejudico ap&rt, it must bo 
owned that Franco abounds with men consummate honour, pro- 
found sagacity, and the most liberal cdueatii)a. From the conver- 
sation of such, he obtained a distinct idea (>f their government and 
constitution ; and though he could not help admiring the excellent 
order and economy of their police, tlie result of all his inquiries 
was self-congratulation on his title to the privileges of a British 
subject. Indeed tliis invaluable birthright was rendered conspi- 
cuous by such flagrant occurrences, which fell every day almost 
under his observation, that nothing but the grossest prejudice 
could dispute its existence. 


Chap. XL.— Acquires a distinct Idea of the French iiovernmpnt- Quarrels nitli a 
Movsquetaire. n-honi lie afterwards aud \unqiiialKS, aitor Imvitg imuiolied him 

for interfering in bis amorous l^ecreatioiis. 

Among many other instances of the same nature, I believe it will 
not be amiss to exhibit a few spotamens of their administration, 
which happened during hia fjibode at Paris ; that those who have 
not the opportunity of obseijviiig for themselves, or are in danger 
of being influenced by misrqpresentaf ion, may compare their own 
condititin with that of their '»ieighbours, and do justice to the con- 
stitution under which they live. 

A lady of distinguished character having been lampooned by 
some obscure scribbler, who could not be discovered, the ministiy; 
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in consequence of her complaint, ordered no fewer than fivc-and- 
twenty abb^s to be apprehended and sent to the Bastille, on the 
maxim of Herod, when he commanded the innocents to be mur- 
dered, hoping that the principal object of his cruelty would not 
escape in the general caHunit}^ ; and llie friends of those unhappy 
prisoners durst not even ^complain of the unjust persecution, but 
shrugged up their shoulders, and in silence deplored their misfor- 
tune, uncertain whether or not they should ever s(Jt eyes on them 
again. 

About the same time a gentleman of family, who had been op- 
])ressed by a certain powerful duke that lived in the neigh hourliood, 
found means to be introduced to the king, who, receiving liis peti- 
tion very graciously, asked in what regiment lie served ; and when 
the memorialist answered that he had not the honour of being in 
the service, retuni(3d tlio paper iin.'[»eiiod, and refused to hoar one 
eire urn stance of his complaint ; so that, far from being redressed, 
lie remained more than ever exposed if) the tyi-auny of his ojipres- 
Bors ; nay, *80 notorious is the discouragement of all those*who 
presume t.o live mdopondenb of court favour and connections, that 
one of the gjjntlemeii, whoso fi*ieiidship Peregrine cultivated, 
frankly owned he was m possosshm of a most romantic place in 
one of the provinces, and (3eej»ly enamoured of a countiy life ; and 
yet lie <lui'st nut resi<le upon his own e.stato, lest, by slackening in 
Ids attendance upon the great, who honoured him witii their pro- 
tection, ho shoifld fall a prey to some ra]>acious inteiidant. , 

As for the common pe(»plc, they are so much inured to the 
scourge and insolence of power, that every shabby subaltern, every 
beggarly cadet of the tiohlossn^ every low retainer to Ibo court, in- 
sults and injures them with impunity. A certain i'cuyr)\ or horse- 
dealer belonging to the king, being one day under the bands of a 
barber, who happened to cut the head of a piiiqdc on his face, he 
started up, and drawing Ins sword, wounded him desperately in 
the shoulder. The poor tradesman, hurt a.s he was, made an effort 
to retire, and was followed by this barbarous assassin, wdio, not 
contented with the vengeance he had taken, plunged liis sword a 
second time into lij^ body, and killed him on tlic spot. Having 
performed this inhuman exploit, he dressed himself with great 
deliberation, and, going to Versailles, iinmodiately obtained a par- 
don for what Jie liad done ; triimipiiiiig in his brutality witli such 
insulenec, that itie very next time ho had occasion t() bo sliavcd ho 
sat with his sword ready drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in 
case the barber should commit tlio same mistake. Yet so tamed 
arc those poor people to subjection, that when Peregrine mentioned 
this assassination to his own trimmer, jwith expressions of horror 
and detestation, the infatuated wretcll replied, ttiat without all 
doubt it was a misfortune, but it procejeded from the gontleman’a 
passion ; and observed, by way of eneJSmivim on the government, 
that such vivacity is never i^linished in Franco. 

A few days after this outrage was committed, our youtli, who 
was a professed enemy to all oppression, being in one oP the first 
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loges at the comedy, was eye-witness of an adventure which filled 
him with ‘ indignation : a tall, ferocious fellow, in tho parterre, 
without the least provocation, but prompted by the mere wanton- 
ness of pride, took hold of the hat of a very decent young man who 
happened to stand before him, and twbl^ed it round upon his head. 
Tho i>arty thus ofiended turned to his aggressor, and civilly asked 
the reason of such treatment : but ho received no answer ; and 
when he looked the other way, the insult was repeated : upon 
which he expressed his resentment as became a man of sjnrib, and 
desired tho oflendor to walk out with him. No sooner did he thus 
signify his intention, than his adversary, swelling with rage, 
cocked lus liat liorcoly in his face, and, liicing his hands in his 
sides, pronounced, with the most imperious tone, “Hark ye, Mr. 
Round Periwig, you must know that 1 am a mousfjueiaireJ* 
Scarce had this awful woid escaped from liis lips, when the blood 
forsook the lips of the poor challenger, who, witli tho most abject 
submission, begged pardon for his presumption, and with difficulty 
obtiiined it, on condition that ho should immediately quit tho 
place. Having thus exercised his autyhority, he turned to one of 
his companions, and, with an air of disdainful ridicule, told him 
he was like to have had an allair witli a Ijunnjeo'is; a«’tdiiig, by 
way of heightening the irony, “Egad ! T believe he’s a physician.’’ 

Our hero was so much shocked and irritated at this licentious 
behaviour, ^liat he could not .sujipress liis resentment, which he 
manifested l)y saying to this Hector, “'Sir, a physician may bo a 
mai/ cjf honour.” To this remonstrance, which was delivered with 
a very significant countenance, tho mousguetnue made no other 
reply, but that of echoing his assertion with a loud laugh, in which 
he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine, glowing with re- 
sentment, called him a /(wfau'u, and withdrew’ in expectation of 
being followed into the su'oet. Tlie other understood tlie hint ; 
and a rencounter must have ensued, had not tlio officer- of the 
guard, wlio overheard A>hat passed, prevented their meeting by 
putting the 7UOiisgnefaire immediately under arrest. Our young 
gentleman waited at the door of the parterre, until he was informed 
of this interposition, and then w'ont home very much cliagriiicd at 
his disappointment ; for he w'as an utter stranger to fear and diffi- 
dence on those occasions, and had set his heart upon chastising the 
insolence of this bully, who had treated him witli such disrespect. 

This adventure was not so private but that it reached the ears 
of Mr. Jolter by the canal of some English gentlemen who were 
present when it happened ; and the governor, who entertained a 
most dreadful idea of the r/oiisquetairts, beyig alarmed at a 
quarrel, the conseque.nce af which might bo fatal to his charge, 
waited on tlic* British aijibassador, and begged he would take 
Peregrine under his immeliate protection. His excellency, having 
heard the circumstances on the dispute, sent one of his gentlemen 
to invito the youth to clinner ; and af<*er having assured him that 
he miglit depend upon his countenance and regard, represented tho 
rashneBSwaiid impetuosity of his conduct so much to his oonviedon. 
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that ho promised to act more circumspectly for the future, and 
drop all thoughts of the mniisfiuetaire from that moment* 

A few days after ho liad taken this laudable resolution, Pipes, 
who had carried a billet to his mistress, informed him that he had 
perceived a laced hat lyitig upon a marble slab in her apartment ; 
and that when sho came*out of her own chamber to receive the 
letter, sho appeared in manifest disorder. Fioni these hints of 
intelligence, our young gentleman «uspcctcd, or rather made no 
doubt of, lier infidelity ; and being by this time well nigh cloyed 
with pos.session, was not sorry to lind slio had given him cause to 
renounce her correspondence. 'J hat he might therefore detect her 
in the very breach ot duty, and at the same time punish the 
gallant who had tiio prcsnmj)ti(>n to invade Ins territories, ho con- 
certed with himself a plan which was execufed in this manner. 
During his next interview with hk- duioirica, far from discovering 
the least sign of jealousy or discontent, ho affcct(3d the appearance 
of extraordinary f<3ndncss ; and, after having spent the afternoon 
with the shiiw of uncommon satisfaction, told her ho was engaged 
in a i^aity for Fontaiimbleau, and would set out from Paris that 
Siimo evening ; ^o that he should not have the plea.suve of seeing 
her again for .some days. 

I'he lady, who was very w'cll versed in the arts of her occupa- 
tion, pretended to receive this ]>iece of news with great afilietion, 
and conjured him, with such marks of real tenderneaa, to return 
as soon as possifde to lior bulging arms, that he went aw'ay alpiost 
convinced of her sincoriiy. Delernuned, however, to prosecute 
his scliume, ho actually departed from l^iris with two or three 
gentleiiieu of his ficquaintaiice, who harl liirod a remim for a jaunt 
to Yersai]Je.s ; and having accompanied tliem as far as the village 
of Passe, returned in the dusk of the evening on foot. 

Ho waited impatiently till midnight, and then, arming himself 
with a brace of pocket-pistols, .and attended liy trusly Tom with 
a cudgel in his hand, repaired to the lodgings of las suspected 
inanionita. Having given I’ipes hks cue, he knocked gently at the 
door, which was no sooner opened by the lactpiey, than ho bolted 
in, before the felloA^ could recollect himself from the confusion 
occasioned by his unexpected api^earaiico ; and, leaving Tom to 
guard the door, ordered the trembling valet to liglit him upstaira 
into his lady’s jjpartment. The first object tliat presented itself to 
his view, when he entered the antechamber, was a sword iii>on the 
table^ which ho immediately seized, exclaiming, in a loud and 
menacing voice, that his mistress w.os false, and then in bed with 
another gallant, whom bo would instantly put to death. This 
declaration, confirmed by many terrible oaths, ho calculated for 
the hearing of his rival, who, understanding his £ftinguinai*y pur- 
pose. started up in great trepidation, and, naked .as he was, dropped 
from the balcony into the street, while Peregrine thundered at the 
door for admitbince, and, guessing his design, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of making this precipitfite retreat. Pipes, who stood sentinel 
at the door, observing tlie fugitive descend, attacked him ^ith his 
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cudgel ; and sweating him from one end of the street to the other, 
at last cohimittcd him to the fficety by whom ho w^aa conveyed to 
the oflicer on duty in a most disgraceful and deplorable condition. 

Meanwhile Peregrine, having burst open the chamber door, 
foTiiid the lady in the utmost dread ^bd consternation, and the 
spoils of her favourite scattered about the room ; but his resent- 
ment was doubly gratified, when he learned, upon inquiry, that 
the person who had been so *disagrccably internipted was no other 
than that individual mnmq'nefaire with wdiom ho had quarrelled 
at tlic comedy, llo upbraided the nymph with her porlkly and 
ingratitude ; and telling her that she must not expect the con- 
tinuance of his regard, or the appointments wliieh slio had hitherto 
enjoyed from his bounty, went home to his own lodgings, overjoyed 
at the issue of the adventure. 

The soldier, exasi)eratc(l at the disgrace ho had undergono, as 
well as the outrageous insult of the English valet, whom ho 
bolicjved his master had tutored for that purpose, no sooner oxtri- 
oat\id himself from the opprobrious situation he Imd incurred, 
than, breathing vengeance against the author of the afl'r(*iit, he 
came bo Peregrine's apartment, and dc'inandcd fiatisfaction iiju)n 
the ramjiarts next morning before sunrise. Our hiuo assured 
him ho w'oiild not fail to pay his rcsjxicts to him at the time and 
place appointed ; and foreseeing that ho might be prevented from 
keeping tins cngagoinent by the oflicious care of his governor, who 
sa\x the vioitsqnrtaire come in, ho told Mr. .loiter, *t,hat the French- 
man had visited him in consequence of an order he had received 
from his superiors, to make an apology for his rude behaviour to 
him in the playhouse, and that they had parted very good friends. 
This assurance, together with Pickle’s tramiuil and unconcerned 
behaviour through the day, quieted the terrors which had begun 
to take possession of his tutor’s imagination ; so that the .>outh had 
ail ojiportunity of giving him the slip at night, when he betook 
himself to the lodgings of a friend, whom he engaged .as his second, 
and with whom he immediately took the field, in order to avoid 
the search which Joltcr, upon missing him, might set on foot. 

This was a necessary precaution : for as Jio did not appear at 
supper, and Pij>es, who usually attended him in his excursions, 
could give no account of his motions, the governor was dreadfully 
alarmed at his absence, and ordered his man to nmin quest of his 
master to all the places which he used to frequent, while lie liim- 
sclf went to the commissaire, and, communicating his suspicions, 
was accommodated with a party of tlio horse-guards, who patrolled 
round all the environs of the city, with a view of iireveiiting the 
rencounter. ^ Pipes might have directed them to the lady, by 
whose inforrrutfi.ion they could have learned the name and lodgings 
of the mmL^quetairey and if he had been api>rehendcd the duel 
would not have happened ; but he did not choose to run the risk 
of disobliging liis master by intermeddling in the affair, and was 
moreover veiy desirous that the Frenchman should be humbled ; 
for he hever doubted that Peregrine was more than a match for any 
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t\ro men in Friiiice. In this confidence, therefore, he sought his 
master with groat diligence, not with a view of disapptintiiig his 
intention, but in order to attend him to the battle, that lie might 
stand by him, and see justice done. 

While this inquiry was <jirried on, our hero and his companion 
concealed themselves among some weeds, that grew on the edge of 
the parapet, a few yards from the spot where ho had agreed to 
meet the mousquatanx ; .‘and scarce* had the morning rendered 
objects distinguishable, when they perceived their iiicu advancing 
boldly to the place. Peregrine, seeing them apprc^ach, sprang for- 
ward to the ground, that he might have the glory of anticipating 
his antagonist ; and aWords being drawn, all four were engaged in 
a twdnkling. Pickle’s eagerness had well nigh cc^st him his life ; 
for, w'lthout miiuling his footing, he Hew directly to his- opposite, 
and, atinnbling over a .sfoiic, wms AV'Mipd/'d ^rie side of his head 
before ho could recover his attitude. F;u* fi'om being dispirited at 
this check, it served only to animate him the more ; being endowed 
Avith uncomyioji agility, he retrieved liis jiosturo in a moment ; ^ind 
having parried a second thrust, returned the lunge with sucli 
incredible speed, that the soldier had not tinio to resume his guard, 
bub was immedifl1;ely run through the bend (^f bis riglit arm ; and 
the sAVord dropping out of his hand, our hero’s victory was 
complete. 

Having despatched his own business, and received the ackiiOAv- 
IcdgmeiiL of his adversary, w’ho, with a look of infinite mortification, 
observed, that liis was the fortune of the day, ho ran to part^ the 
seconds, just as the weapon AA^•ls twisted out of his conqianion's 
hand : uj)oii which, he took his place ; and, in all likelihood, an 
obstinate distmto Avould have eiisueil, had they not been inter- 
rupted by the guaul, at sight of wdioin the two Frenchmen scam- 
pered ofl‘. Our young gentleman .and his friend allowed themselves 
to be taken iirisoiicrs by the detachment Avhieh had been sent out 
for that purpose, and Avere carried before tlio magistrate, who, 
having sharply reprimanded them for jiresuniing to act in contempt 
of the laws, set them at liberty, in ccmsideration of their being 
strangers ; cautioning them, at the same time, to bcwai’e of such 
ex] doits fur the futuiT!. 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, Pipes, seeing the 
blood trickling down upon his master’s neckcloth and .solitaire, 
gave evident fVikens of surprise and concern ; not for the conse- 
(pieiiccs of the wound, Avhich he did not suppose dangerous, but for 
the glory of Old England, Avhich ho was afraid had auflered in the 
engagement ; for he could not help saying, Avith an air of chagrin, 
as ho folio w^ed the youtli into his chamber, “ I d(^ sup]M)se as lioAV 
you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good as he brought.'’ 
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Chap. XLT.— Mr. Jolter threatens to leave him on account of hla Mieoonduct« which he 
promises to rectify; but his Resolution Is defeated by the Impetuosity of his Passions— 
He meets accidentally with Mrs. Hornbeck, who el«pes with him from her Uusband» 
but is restored by the Intcrpusltion of the British At^assador. 

Though Mr. Jolter was extremely well pleased at the safety of liis 
pupil, he could not forgive liim for the terror and anxiety Im had 
undergone on his account ; and roundly told him, that notwith- 
standing the inclination and attachment ho had to his person, he 
would immediately depart for England, if over he should hear of 
his being involved in such another fidventilro ; for it could not bo 
expected that ho would sacrilice his own quiet, to an unrequited 
regard for one who seemed determined to keep him in continual 
uneasiness and ajiprehcnsiou. * 

To this declaration Picklc made answer, that Mr. Jolter, by this 
time, ought to be convinced of the attention he had always jiaid to 
his 4iaso and sjitisf action ; since ho well knew that he hafk^ver looked 
upon liim in the light of a friend rather than as a Cfiunsellcu’ or 
tutor ; and desired his comjiany in Erance, wnth a view of pro- 
moting his interest, not for any emolument ho cortld expect from 
his instruction. This being the case, ho was at liberty to consult 
his own inclinations, with regard to going or staying : though ho 
^ould not l^^lj) owning himself obliged by the concern he expressed 
for his safety, and would endeavour, for his own sake, to avoid 
giviftg him any cause of disturbance in time to come. 

No man was more capable of moralising upon Peregrine’s mis- 
conduct than himself : his reflections were extremely just and 
sagacious, and attended with no other disadvantage but that of 
occurring too late. He projected a ithousand salutary schemes of 
deportment, but, like other projectors, he never had interest enough 
with the ministiy of his passions to bring any of them to bear, fie 
had, in the heyday of liis gallantry, ri'ceived a letter from his 
friend Gauntlet, with a kind poslscrijit fnjm his charming Emilia, 
but it arrived at a very unseasonable juncture, when his imagi- 
nation was engrossed by conquests that more agreeably flattered 
his ambition : so that he could not find leiSure and inclination., 
from that day, to honour the correspondence which he himself had 
solicited. His vanity had, by this time, disapproved of the en- 
gagement he had contracted in the rawness and iflexperionce of 
youth ; suggesting, that Jie was born to make such an important 
figiure in life, as ought to raise his idc.as above the consideration of 
any such middling connections, and fix his attention upon objects 
of the most sublime attraction. These dictates of ridiculous pride 
had almost eflaqpd the remembrance of his amiable mistress, or at 
least so far warped his morals and integrity, that ho actually began 
to conceive hopes of her altogether unworthy of his own character 
and her deserts. ‘ • 

Meafiwdiilo, being destitute of a toy for Iho dMllifiiiee of his idle 
houm, employed several sines, and almost every day made a tour 
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of tho public plg-ces in person, with a view of procuring intelligence 
of Mr. Horiibeck, witli whose wife ho longed to have anethor inter- 
view. In this course of expectation had he exercised himself a 
whole fortnight, when, chancing to bo at tho Hospital of the 
Invalids witli a gentleiiMUi lately arrived from England, ho no 
sooner entered the churef than he perceived this lady, attended 
by lier spouse, who at sight of our hero changed colour and looked 
another way, in order to diacouragp any communication between 
them. But tho y(jung man, who was not so easily repulsed, 
advanced with great assurance to his fellow-traveller, and, taking 
him by tho hand, expressed his satisfaction at this unexpected 
meeting ; kindly upbraiding him for liis precipitate retreat from 
Chantilly. Before flornbeck could make any reply, he went up to 
his wife, whom lie complimented in tho same manner ; assuring 
her, with some signilieaiit glanco'^, he was extremely mortified 
tliat she had put it out of l)is power to pay his respects to her on 
his first arrival at Paris ; find then, turning to her husband, who 
thouglib premier to keep close to him in this conference, beggejjl to 
Iviiow wdiere ho could have tho honour of waiting upon him ; 
observing, at the sfimc time, that he himself lived a V Academic 
dc Palfrchicr, • 

Mr. Hornbock, wulhout making any npology for his edopement 
on the road, thanked Mr. PicKlo for Ins complaisance in a very cool 
and disobliging manner; saying, that as ho intended shift his 
lodgings in a day or two, ho could not expect the jileasiiro of seeing 
him, until he sliould bo settled, when he would call at the acadtjmy, 
and conduct him to his new habitation. 

Pickle, wlio ^vfis not unacquainted with the sentiments of this 
jealous gentlenifiii, did not put much confidence in his promise, and 
therefore made divers etl’orts to enjoy a little private conversation 
with his wife ; but he w^as baffled in all liis attempts by tlie inde- 
fatigable vigilance of her keeper, and reaped no other immediate 
pleasure from this accidental meeting, than that of a kind squeeze 
while he handed her into tho coach. However, as he had been 
witness to some instances of her invention, and was no stranger to 
the favourable disposition of her heart, he entertained some faint 
hopes of profiting b^ her understanding, and w^as not deceived in 
his expectation ; for tho very next feu’enoon, a Savoyard called at 
the academy, and put the following billet in his hand ; — 

• 

"CoiKD Sun, — Heaving the playsuro of meating with you at the ofspitnl of anvilheode, 
J take this lubberioa of latiu you know, that I lolch at the hottail de May covg dangle rovy 
DogJiaUseten^ with two poPtiB at the nait, naytlielr of uin very hole, ware 1 shall be at tho 
wlndore, if in kais you will bo so go<xi ae to pass that way at sicks a cloak in the lieaven- 
Ing, when Mr. Hornbeck^oes to the Calf hay de Contea. Prey for the loaf of Oeesils kftfp 
this ftotn the nolens of my hussban, ells h© will make me Iced a hell upon urth.— Being 
all from, deer Sur, your most umbell servau wile ** DKUoib^H HuRMjpvcK.'* 

Our young gentleman was ravished at the receipt of this elegant 
epistle, which was directed, A Monsr, Momr. Picklidl^ a la Gad- 
damme de Paul Freny, and* did not fail to obey tho sumnkons at 
the hour of assignation ; when tho lady, true to her appointment, 
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beckoned him upstairs, and he had the good fortune to be admitted 
unseen. • 

After the lirst transports of their mutual joy at meeting, she told 
him, that her husband had been very surly and cross over since the 
adventure at Chantilly, which he had not vet digested ; that he had 
laid severe in junctions upon her to avoidfeill commerce with Pickle, 
and oven threatened to shut her up in a convent for life, if ever she 
should discover the least inclination to renew that acquaintance ; 
that she Jiiid been cooped up m her chamber sinco her arrival at 
Paris, without being permitted to see the place, or indeed any 
company, except that of her landlady, whose language she did not 
understand ; so that her sinrib being brokcM, and her health im- 
j)aired, he was prevailed upon some days ago to indulge her in a 
few airings, during which she had seen the gardens of the Luxem- 
bciuig, the Tuileries, and IMais Iloyal, though at those times 
Avhen there was no company in the walks ; and that it was in one 
of those excursions she had the happiness of nu'ctiiig with him. 
Fin^^lly, she gave him to nnderstaiul, that rather tlian contimie 
longer in such ciiiitinement with the man whom she cotild not love 
she would instantly give him the slip, and put herself uiiflcr the 
protection of her lover. t 

Pash and unthinking as this declaration might bo, the young 
gentleman was so much of a gallant, that liC5 would not balk tJie 
lady’s incliy^iations ; and too infatuated by his ])}issi()u to foresee 
the consequences of such a dangerous step ; ho therefore, without 
hesitation, embraced the pi’opo.sal ; and the coast oeing clear, they 
sallied into the street, wliero Peregrine, calling a /Jarre, ordered 
the coachman to drive them to a tavern ; but knc/wing it would not 
be in his power to conceal her from the searcli of the ficafeimnt ih 
police, if she should l oiiiain Avithin the Avails of Paris, he hired a 
remiae, and carried her that same eA^ening to Villejuif, about four 
leagues from tOAvn, where ho stayed with her all night ; and having 
boarded her on a genteel pension, and settled the economy of liis 
future visits, returned next day to hi.s oavii lodgings. 

While he thus enjoyed his success, her liusband endured the 
tortures of the dinuncd. When he returned from the cotibe-house, 
and understood that his wife had eloped, Avitiiout being perceived 
by any person in the family, ho began to rave and foam with rage 
and jealousy ; and, in the fury of distraction, accused the landlady 
of being an accomplice in her escape, threatening to tomplain of her 
to the enmmissaire. The woman could not conceive hoAV Mrs. 
Hornbeck, avIio she know Avas an utter stranger to the French 
language, and kcjit no sort of company, could elude the caution of 
her husband, and find any refuge ni a place 'Avhere she had no 
ac([uaintancey ^nd began to suspect the lodger’s emotion was no 
other than jiii affected passion to conceal his own practices upon 
his wife, Avho had perhaiAs fallen a sacrifice to his jealous dis- 
position. She therefore spared hinj the trouble of putting his 
menaces into execution by going to the magistrate, without any 
further, deliberation, and giving an account of what slie kneAv 
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concerning this mysterious affair, with certain insinuations against 
Hombeck’s character, which she represented as peevish and 
capricious to the last degree. 

While she thus anticipated the purjiose of the plaintiff, her 
iufonnatioii was interruj^ted by the arrival of the party himself, 
who exhibited his coinphlnb witli such evident marks of perturba- 
tion, anger, and imj^atienco, that the arnimisaaire could easily 
perceive that he had no share in thg disappearance of his wife, and 
directed him to the lieutenant de police^ whose province it is to 
take cognizance of such occurrences. This gentleman, wlio presides 
over the city of I’aris, having heard the particulars of Horn beck’s 
misfortune, asked if •lie suspected any individual person as the 
seducer of his 3 a)ke-fclh)w ; and vrhen ho mentioned Peregrine as 
the object of his suspicion, granted a w^arrant and a detachment of 
soldiers, to search for and retrieve Hie 

The husband conducted them immediately to the academy where 
our hero lodged ; and having rummaged the whole place, to the 
astonishment of Mr. Jolter, without timling either his wife or, the 
suiiposed ravislier, accompanied them to all the public-houses in 
the Faubourg, which having examined also without success, he 
returned to tl«3 magistrate in a state of desjiair, and olitaiued 
a promise of his making such au clfeccual iiKpiirv, that in three 
days he sliould liave au account of licr, pirovidod she w^as alive, and 
within the walls of Paris, 

Our adventurer, w ho had foreseen all bliis dishurbanoo, was not at 
all surprised when his governor told him what had happened,* and 
conjured him to restore tlie w^oman to the riglit owner, with many 
pathetic remonstrances touching the lieinous sin of adultery, the 
distraction of the unfortunate husband, and tlie danger of incuiTing 
the resentment of an arbitrary government, wdiich, upon application 
being made, would nob fail of espousing tlic cause of the injured, 
lie denied, with groat effrontery, that he had the least concern in 
the matter, pretended to resent the doporlnient of Hombeck, whom 
he threatened to chastise for his scandalous suspicion, and exj^rcased 
his displeasure at the credulity of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the 
veracity of his asseveration. 

Notwithstanding lllis confident behaviour, .loiter could not help 
entertaining doubts of his sincerity, and, visiting the disconsolate 
swain, begged ho would, for the honour of his country, as well as 
for the sake ofi his own reputation, discontinue his addresses to the 
lienienant de police^ and apply to the British ambassador, w'ho, by 
dint of friendly admonitions, would certainly prevail upon Mr. 
Pickle to do him all the justice in his power, if he was roallj^ the 
author of the injid’y lie had sustained. 'Phe governor urged this 
advice with the appearance of so much sympathy and concern, 
promising to co-operate with all his influence in his behalf, that 
Hornbeck embraced the jiniposal, communicated his purpose to the 
magistrate, who commended Jhe resolution jfs the most decent and 
desirable expedient he could use, and then waited upon his Excel- 
lency, who readily espoused liis cause, and sending for thg young 

M 
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gentleman that same evening, read him such a lecture in private, 
as extorted a confession of the whole affair. I^ot that he assailed 
him with sour and .supercilious maxims, or severe rebuke ; because 
ho had penetration enough to discern that I’eregrine’s disposition 
was impregnable to all such attacks ; bulvhe first of all rallied him 
on his intriguing genius : then, in a hiiinorous manner, described 
the distraction of the poor cuckold, who he owned w.as justly 
])unished for the absurdity ofrliis conduct ; and lastly, upon the 
supposition that it would be no great effort in Pickle to part with 
such a conquest, especially after it had been for some time possessed, 
reiiresonted t-hc necessity and expediency of restoring her, not only 
out of regard to liis own character and that of his nation, but also 
with a view to his ease, which would in a little time be very much 
invaded by such an incumbrance, that in all probability would 
iiiv(»lve him in a thousand difficulties and disgusts. Besides, he 
assured him that lie was already, by order of the lituleimnt de police^ 
surrounded witli spies, who would watch all his motions, and immo- 
diatjtily discover the retreat in which he had dispt)Bed his prize. 
These arguments, and the frank familiar manner in which they were 
delivered — but, above all, the last consideration — induced the young 
gentleman to disch^se the whole of his pioceedingss to the ambas- 
sador ; and lie promised to be governed by his direction, provided 
the ladysJioiild not sulfer for the step she had taken, but bo received 
by her husljaiid with due reverence and respect. 'J’hese stipulations 
being agreed to, he undertook to produce her i« oight-and-forty 
lioui‘3 ; and, taking coach, immediately drove to the place of her 
residence, where ho spent a whole day and a night in convincing her 
of the impossibility of their enjoying each other in that manner ; 
then, returning to Paris, he delivered her into the hands of the 
aiubassa<lor, who, having assured her that she might depend upon 
his friendship and protection, in case she should find herself 
aggi’ieved by the jealous temper ol Mr. Honibeck, restored her to 
her legitimate lord, whom he counselled to exempt her from that 
restraint which in all probability had boon the cause of her elope- 
ment, and endeavour to conciliate her afi’ectioii by tender and 
respectful usage. 

The hu.sband behaved with great humility und compliance, pro- 
testing that his chief study sliould be to (lontrive parties for her 
pleasure and satisfaction. But no sooner did he regaiir possession 
of his stray sheep, than he locked her up more cloahly than ever ; 
and, after having revolved various schemes for her reformation, 
determined to board her in a convent, under the inspection of a 
prudent abbess, who should superintc.nd her morals, and recall her 
to the paths of virtue which she had forsaken. With this view, he 
consulted an English priest of his acquaintance, who advised him^ 
to settle her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might be as far as 
possible from the machinatiems of her lover : and gave him a letter 
of recommendation to the superior of fx certain convent in that place^ 
for wliich Mr. Hombeck set out in a few days with his troublesome 
charge, o 
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CuAr. XLTr.— Peregrine tesolvcs to return to Knglanii— Is divertetl with the odd Charactera 
of two of hie 0(»uriiryincn, with whom iio ooutracts an Aequaintance in the Apartments 
of the Paluia Royal. 

In fclie moan time our hero received a loiter from his aunt, import- 
ing that the commodore was in a vt^iy dochiung way, and longed 
much to see him at the garrison ; and at the same time he heard 
from liis sister, who gave him to understand that the joung gentle- 
man, who had for some time made Ins addresses to her, was become 
very jircssiug in his srtlieitationa ; so that she wantcal to know in 
what manner she slicadd aiiswoi* his repeated entreaties. Those two 
considerations determined the young gentleman to return to his 
native countiy ; a resolulion that w'.is tar irom being disagreeable to 
.Tcdtcr, who knew that the iiummbent on a living which was in the 
gift of Trunnion was extremely old, and that it would be his interest 
to be upon the sjiot at the said incumbent’s decease. • 

Peregrine, avIio had resided about lifteeu montlis in France, 
thought ho was now sulUciently qualified for eclipsing most of his 
contemporaiies iA Knglaiid, and therefore piepartidfor his departure 
with infinite alacrity ; being moreover inllamcd with the most ardent 
desire of r(i>'isiting his friends, and renewing his connections, par- 
ticularly with Emilia, whose heart he, by this time, thoujiJit he was 
able to reduce on his own terms. . 

As he pr<)])osed to make the tour of Flanders and Holland in his 
return to England, he resolved to stay at Paris a week or two after 
his affiiira wore settled, in hope of linding some agreeable companion 
disposed for the same journey ; and, in order to refresh his memory, 
made a second circuit round all the places in that capital, where any 
curious production of art is to be seen. In the course of this second 
examination he chanced to enter the Palais Royal, just as two 
gentlemen alighted from a fiacre at the gate ; and all three being 
admitted at the same time, he soon perceived that the strangers 
were of his own country. One of them was a young man, in whose 
air and countenance appeared all the uncouth gravity and super- 
c’ilious self-conceit of a^jliysieian i)iping-lu>t from his studies ; while 
the other, to whom his couqianioii spoke by the ap])ellation of Mr. 
Pallet, displayed at first sight a strange comi)ositit>n of levity axid 
assurance. Tndijed, their characters, dress, and address, were 
strongly contrasted : the doctor wore a suit of black, and a huge 
tie-wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor the fashitm of the 
country where he then lived ; whereas the f»ther, though seemingly 
turned of fifty, strutfed in a gay summer dress of the Parisian cut, 
with a bag to his own grey hair, and a red feather in Uiff hat, which 
he carried under his arm. As these figures seemed to promise some- 
thing entertaining, Pickle entered into conversation with them 
immediately, and soon discovered that the old gentleman w^ a 
painter from London, who had stolen a fortnight from his occu- 
pation, in order to visit the remarkable paintings of Franee and 
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Flanders if and that the doctor had taken the' opportunity of 
accompanying him m his tour. Being extremely talkative, he not 
only communicated these particulars to our hero in a very few 
minutes after their meeting, but also tooj: occasion to whisper in his 
ear that his fellow-traveller was a man ot vast learning, and, beyond 
all doubt, tlie greatest poet of the age. As for himself, he was 
under no necessity of making his own oiiloginm : for lie soon gave 
such specimens of his taste and talents as left Pickle no room to 
doubt of his capacity. 

While they stood considering the pictures in one of the firf-t 
apartments, which are by no means the most masterly compositions, 
the Swiss, who set up for a connoisseur, looking at a certain piece, 
jn'onounced the word mafjnijique ! Avith a note of admiration ; upon 
which Mr. Pallet, who was not at all a criLic in the French language, 
replied, with great vivacity, “ Manufuc^ you mean, and a very in- 
different piece of mannfaclure it is ; i>ray, gentlemen, take notice ; 
there is no keeping in those heads ii])oii the background, and no 
relief in the principal tigure ; then you’ll observe tlie' shading.s are 
liarsli to the last degree ; — and, come a little closer this way —don’t 
you perceive that the foreshortening of that arm, is mon.slrous ? — 
egad, sir ! there is an absolute fracture in the limb. Doctor, you 
understand anatomy : don’t you think ihat nnisclo evidently mis- 
placed ? Hark yo, Mr. what'ii’ye-call-um (turning to the attendant), 
what is t^ie name of the dauber who jiainted that iiii.sorable per- 
folinanCe 'I ” The Sw'is.s, imagining that he was all this time 
expressing his satisfaction, sanctioned his su]>])OKed commendation 
by exclaiming, sans prir. “Bight/' cried I'allet : “I could not 
recollect his name, though his ma'iiior is quite familiar to mo. We 
have a few ])ieccs in England, done by that same Sangpreo ; but 
there they arc in no estimation ; we have more taste among us than 
to relish the prodiiction.s of such a misorablo </oul. A ’n’t he an 
ignorant coxcomb, difctor ( ” The ])hysician, ashamed of his com- 
panion’s blunder, thought it wvis necessary, for the honour of his 
<nvn character, to take notice of it before the stranger, and therefore 
answered his ipiestiori by repeating this lino from Horace : — 

Mutato nomiiir, do ic fal)Ula n.-irr^tur. 

The painter, who w'as rather more ignorant of Latin than of 
French, taking it for granteil that this (piotati^n of his friend 
conveyed an assent to his opinion, “ Very true,” said he, “Pc/a^o 
donthif' dafi\ this ])ioce is not worlh a single ])otato.” Peregrine was 
astonished at this surprising perversion of the words and meaning of 
a Latin line, which, at first, ho could not help thinking was a pre- 
meditated joke ; but, upon second thoughts, he saw no reason to 
doubt that it was the extemporaneous effect of sheer pertness atid 
ignorance, at which he broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter. 
Pallet, believing that the gentleman’s mirth was occasioned by his 
arch animadversion upon the work Sangpree, underwent the same 
emotion in a much louder strain, and endeavoured to heighten the 
jest fly more observations of the same nature ; while the doctor, 
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confounded at hia impudence and want of knowledge, reprimanded 
him in these words of Tlomer : — • 

Siga, me tis alios Achaiun teuton akouse muthon. 

This rebuke, the reader u»iil easily perceive, was not calculated for 
the meridian of his friend^ intellects, but uttered with a view of 
raising his own character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who retorted 
this p.aradc of learning in three versus from the same author, being 
part of the speech of Polydanias t<^ Hector, importing that it is 
impossible for one man to excel in everything. 

The self-sufficient pliysician, who did nub oxi)ect such a repartee 
from a youth of Peregrine’s ap]K‘arance, looked upon his reply as a 
fair challenge, and instantly rehearsed forty or fifty lines of the 
Iliad in a breath. Observing that the stranger made no effort to 
match this effusion, he interpreted 1 ms sileii<ie into submission ; then, 
ill order to ascertain liis victory, insulted him with divers fragments 
of fintliors, whom liis supposed com]>etitor did not oven know' by 
name ; wliily Mr. Pallet stared wdth .admiration at the profoijiid 
scludavship of his companion. Onr young gentleman, far from 
rc] fining at this superiority, laughed within himself at the ridiculous 
ambition of the pedantic doctor, lie raud him in Ins own mind as 
a mere index-hunter, ivho hold the eel of science hy tfie tail, and 
foresaw an in(init(3 fund of diversion in his soh'innity a-nd jn’ide, if 
projiorly oxtraeted by means of his fellow-traveller’s yxnity and 
assurance. Proniptod by tliese conaidoratimis, lie resolved to 
cultivate their accpiaintance, and, if possible, amuse himself at llioir 
expense in his journey through Flanders, understanding that they 
were determined ii[»on the same route. In this view he treated them 
with extraordinary attention, and aoomed to pay particular deference 
to the remarks of the painter, who, with great intrepidity, pro- 
nounced judgment upon every picture in tlio i)alacc, or, in cither 
Avords, exposed liis own nakedness in every sentence lliafc proceeded 
from his mouth. 

When they came to consider the ^lurder of the lmi(jconts by Lo 
lirun, the Swiss observed, that it w.as if a /»»’trf> morccuff, and 
Mr. Pallet replied, — “ Yes, yes, one may see Avilh half an eye, that 
it can bo the productflin of no other ; for Uoinorso’s style, both in 
colouring and drapery, is altogctlier pcculifxr : then his design ia 
tamo, and his expression antic and unnatural. Doctor, you have 
Been my Judgment of Solomon; I think I may, Avitliout presump- 
tion but, I (hm’t cliooso lo make comparisons : I leave that 

odious task to other j»eoplo, .and let my Avorks sjioak for themselves. 
Franco, to l)o sure^ is rich in the .arts; bub Avhat is the reason? 
Tim king encourages men of genius Avitli lionoiir and reAvards ; 
Avhere.'is, in England, we are obliged to stand on oiu; «j»Avn feet, and 
combat the envy and malice of our brethren. Eg.id ! I haA^e a 
good mind to come and settle hero in Paris. I should like to have 
an apartment in the Louvi^, Avith a snug pension of so many 
thousand livros. ” • 

In thia maiincv did Pallet proceed Avith an eternal rotj^tiou of 
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tongue, floundering from one mistake to another, until it was the 
turn of Pdiissin’s Seven Sacraments to ho examined. Here, again, 
the Swiss, out of the. abundance of his zeal, expressed his admira- 
tion, by saying these pieces were impayahle; when the painter, 
turning to him, with an air of exnltatJ’jn, — ‘‘Pardon me, friend, 
there you happen to be mistaken : these are none of Impayahle's ; 
but (lone by Nicliolas Ponsccn. I have seen prints of them in 
England, so that none of your^ tricks upon travellers, Mr. Swiss, (U' 
Swash, or what’s your name.” He was very much elated by this 
imaginary triumph of his understanding, which animated him to 
persevere in his curious observations upon all the other pieces of 
that celebrated collection ; but perceiving lhat the doctor mani- 
fested no signs of pleasure and satisfaction, but rather beheld them 
with a silent air of di.sdain, he could not digest his indiUerence, 
and asked, with a waggish sneer, if ever he had seen such a 
number of iiiasteri)ieces before? The physician, eyeing him wdth 
a look of compassion, mingled with contempt, i.)bserved that there 
wasr- not] ling there which deserved the altenlion of «»an3^ person 
acfiuaiiited with the ideas of the ancients ; and that the author of 
the finest piece now in being was unworthy to clean tlio brushes of 
one of those great masters who are celebrated by the Greek and 
Roman writers. 

“O lud ! O lud ! ” exclaimed the painter, with a loud laugh, 
“ you hav#: fairly brought yiuirself into a dilemma at last, dear 
doetpr j for it is well known that your ancient Grtjck and Roman 
artists know nothing at all of the matter, in comparison with our 
modern masters ; for this good reason, because they had bub three 
or four colours, and knew not. how to paint wdbh oil : besides, 
which of all your old fusty Grecians would you ])ut upon a footing 
with the divine Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo, Rona 
Roti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching "ritian, and above all 

others, the sublime Rubens, the IJo would have proceeded 

with a long catahjguc of names wdiich he had gf)t by heart for the 
purpose, without retaining the least idea of their several qualifica- 
tions, had lud. h{! been iiiterriqitcd by his frituid, whose indigna- 
tion being khidled by the irreverence wuth ^vhich ho mentioned 
the Greeks, he called him blasphemer, Goth, J^>ceotian, and, in hia 
turn, asked wdtli groat vehemorico, which of those j)uny moderns 
could match with Paha-iius of Athens, and his brother Phidias; 
Polycletus of Sicyon ; Polygnotus, the Thracian ; Parrhasius of 
Ejdiesus, surnamed Abrodiaitos, or the Bean ; and Apelles, the 
prince of painters ? He cliallenged him to show any portrait of 
these days that could vie with tlui Helen of Zeuxis, the Heraclean ; 
or any composition equal to the J^ucrifico of Ijihigenia, by Timanthes, 
the Sicyonian'; not to mention the Twelve Gods of Asclepiodorus, 
the Athenian, for which Mnason, tyrant of Elatea, gave him about 
three hundred pounds, apiece ; or Homer’s Hell, by Nicias, who 
refuse^ sixty talents, amounting to Mpwards of eleven thousand 
poun<lfl, and generously made a present of it to his own country. 
He desfeed him to produce a collection equal to that in the Temple 
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of Delphos, mentioned in the Ion '* of EuripideR ; where Hercules, 
and his companion lolaus, are represented in the act of killing the 
Lern»an hydra with golden sickles, kniseais Jiarpai^, where Belle- 
rophon appears on his ^nged steed, vanquishing tlie fire-breath- 
ing chimera, tan purifmoumn; and the war of the giants is 
described. Here Jupiter stands wdolding the red-hot thunderbolts, 
keraunmx amphipnron ; there P;xllas, ^dreadful to the view, Oor- 
qopon, brandisheth her spear against the huge Enceladus ; and 
Bacchus, with slender ivy rods, defeats and slays the Ufmon^ or 
mighty son of earth. 

The j)ainter was astonished and confounded at this rhapsody of 
names and instances, whicJi was uttered w'ith suri>rising oagerness 
and rapidity, suspecting at first that the whole was the creation of 
his own brain ; but w hen Pickle, with a view of ‘ flattering the 
doctor’s self-conceit, espoused his side of the rpieslion, and con- 
firmed the truth of everything he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed 
his opinion, a.nd in emphatic silence adored the immensity of his 
friend’s ui*derstaiiding. In short, Peregrine easily perceived •that 
they wore false enthusiasts, without llie smallest pretensions to 
taste and sensibility ; and jirctended to be in raptures with they 
know not what ; the one thinking it wan incumbent upon him to 
express transports oii seeing the w^orks of those who had been most 
eminent in their profession, whether Uicy did or did not really 
raise his admiration j and the other as a scholar downing it hia 
duty to magnify the ancients above all competition, wi^i an 
affected fervour, which the knowledge of their excellences never 
inspired. Indeed, our young gentleman so successfully accom- 
modated himself to the disposition of each, that long before their 
review was finished, ho was become a particular favourite with 
both. 

From the Palais Royal lie accompanied them to the cloisters of 
the Carthusians, where tliey considered tlie History of St. Bruno, 
by Lc Sueur, whose name being utterly unknown to the painter, ho 
gave judgment against the whole composition, as pitiful and paltry ; 
though, in the opinion of all good judges, it is a most masterly i>er- 
formance. , 

Having satisfied their curiosity in this place, Peregrine asked 
them to favour him with tlioir company at dinner ; but whether 
out of cautioy against the insinuations of one whose chamcier they 
did not know*’, or by reason of a prior engagement, they declined 
his invitation on pretence of having an appointment at a certain 
ordinary, though they expressed a desire of being further acquainted 
with him ; and Mr. Pallet took the freedom of asking his name, 
which he not only declared, but promised, as they w ere strangers 
in Paris, to wait upon them next day in the foreiiodn, in order to 
conduct them to the Hotel do Toulouse, and the houses of several 
other noblemen, remarkable for painting or curious furniture. 
They thankfully embraced ^lis proposal, and that same day made 
inquiry among the English geiiblomen about the character of our 
hero, which they found so much to their satisfaction, tllat, upon 
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tlioir second meeting, they courted liis good graces without reserve ; 
and as tlie5^di{id lieard (jf his intended de])arture, begged earnestly 
to have the lioiioiir of accompanying liim through the Low Countries, 
lie assured them that nothing could be more agreeable to him than 
the prospect of having such fellow -travelUjrs ; and they immediately 
ai)])oiuted a day for setting out on that tour. 


Chap. XLIIT.— He introJuccR lim n«w Frlonds to Mr. Joltor, wlili whom the Doctor enters 
into u Dispute upon Goverument, whicli had well nigh i.ermlnatod in open War. 

Meanwhile, he not only made them nc(]uainted with every thing 
wortli seeing in t<jvvn, but attended tliem in their excursions 
to all the king’s houses within a day’s journey of Paris ; and, 
in the course of these parties, treated them with an (dogaiit dinner 
at his own apartments, a\ here a dispute arose between the doctor 
and. Mr. Jolter, which had w^ell nigh terminated in ai\, irreconcil- 
able animosity. These gentlemen, witli an equal share’ of pride, 

, pedantry, and saturnine di.sposition, were, by the accident.^ of edu- 
cation and company, diametrically opjiositc in iiolitical maxims ; tlio 
one, as we have already observed, being a bigoted liigli-churchman, 
and the other a rank republican. It was an article of tlie governor’s 
creed, that«^he peojdo could not be hajipy, nor the earth yield iLs 
fruits in* abundance, under a restricted clergy and ♦limited govern- 
ment ; whereas, in the doctor’s ojiinion, it was an eternal trutli, that 
no constitution wa.s s(^ jicrfect as the democracy, and that no country 
could flourish but under tlio administration of the mob. 

These considerations being premised, no wonder tliat they hap- 
pened to disagree in the frtiedom of an unreserved conversation, 
esj»ecially as their entertainor took all fqiport unities of encouraging 
and inflaming the conteulioii. The lirst source of their diflerenco 
was an unlucky remark of the painter, who observed that the par- 
tridge, of which he was then e.atiiig, had the linest relush of any he 
had ever tasted. His friend owned that the birds were the be.st of 
tlie kind he h.id seen in Franco ; but attirmed that they were 
neither so pbimp nor delicious as those that were cauglit in England. 
The governor, considering this observation as the elFect of prejudice 
and inexperience, said, with a sarcastic smile, “I believe, sir, you 
arc very well disposed to find twerything hero inferiih: to the pro- 
ductions of your own country.” — “True, sir,” answered the phy- 
sician, with a certain solemnity of aspect, “and not without good 
reason, I hope.” — “ And, pray,” resumed the tutpr, “ why may not 
the partridges of France be as good as tho.so of England r’ — “For 
a v(iry plain reason,” replied the oilier ; “ because they are not so 
well fed. The iron hand of ojipression is extended to all animals 
within the French dominions, oven to the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air; Icnnemu vionoiH te — “Egad!” cried 

the painter, “that is a truth not to be controverted : for my own 
part, I iwn none of your tit- bits, one would think ; but yet there’s 
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a freshness in 4;lio Eji;rli,sh complexion, a gimeekyc^ I think you 
call it, so inviting to a hungry Frenchman, that I h&ve caught 
Bovoral in the very act of viewing mo witli an eye of extreiiio 
appetite, as I passed ; amLas for their curs, or rather their wolves, 
whenever I set eyes on ofiii of ’em, Ah ! your humble servant, Mr. 

son of a b , 1 am upon my guard in an instant. The doctor can 

testify that their vciy horses, or more properly their live carrion, 
that drew our chtiise, used to reach back their long necks and smell 
at us, as a coui)le of delicious morsels.” 

This sally of Mr. Pallet, which was received with a general laugh 
of apj)robatioii, would, in all probability, have stifled the dispute 
in embryo, had not Mr. .loiter, with a self - ajiplauding simper, 
ironically complimented the strangers on their talking like true 
Englishmen. The doctor, affronted at the insinuation, told him 
with some warmth, that he w.i?; nii.*,utkcu in his conjecture, his 
affections and ideas being cmifmed to no ])articular country ; for 
he considered liimsclf as a citizen of the world. He owned himself 
more attaoiied to England than to any other kingdom, but^his 
preference was the effect of reflection, and not of prejudice ; because 
the British constitution apiiroached nearer than any other to that 
perfection of guvernmemt, the democracy of Athens, which lie hoped 
one day to see revived : he mentioned the death of Charles the First, 
and the expulsion of his son, with raptures of applause ; inveighed 
with great acrimony against the kingly name ; and, bi order to 
strengthen Ids -.Ipimon, repeated forty or flfty lines from oim of tlie 
Philipiiics of Demosthenes. 

Jolter, hearing him sjioak so disrespectfully of tlio higher powers, 
glowed with iiidiguatiori : he said his doctrines Avere detestable, and 
destructive of all right, order, and society ; that monarchy^ Avas of 
divine institution, therefore indefeasible by^ any liiinian power ; and 
of consequence those events in the English history, which he had 
so liberally commended, were no other than flagrant instances of 
sacrilege, perfidy, and sedition ; that the democracy cd Athens was 
a most absurd constitution, productiAm of anarchy’’ and mischief, 
Avhicli must always hapiien Avhen the government' of a nation 
depends upon the (jjiprico of the ignorant, hair-brained vulgar ; 
that it was in the poAvor of the most jirofUgate member of the 
common Avealth, provided he was endowed Avith eloquence, to ruin 
the most doso^’ving, by a desperate exertion of his talents unon the 
populace, Avlio had been often persuaded to act in the most un- 
grateful and imprudent manner against the greatest patriots that 
their country had produced ; and, finally, he averred, tliat the 
liberal arts and sciences had never flourished so much in a republic 
as under the oncouragement and jirotoction of absolute power : 
witness the Augustan .age, and the reign of Louis feiuS Foui-tcenth : 
nor was it to bo Bupf)ose(l that genius and merit could ever be so 
amply recompensed by the individuals or ^listracted councils of a 
commonwealth, as by the generosity and magnificence of onje who 
had the A\diole treasury .at his oAi'n comm<and. 

Peregrine, who was pleased to find the contest groAf warm, 
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observed that there seemed to be a good deal of truth in what Mr. 
Jolter advanced ; and the i3ainter, whose opinion began to waver, 
looked with a face of expectation at his friend, who, modelling his 
features into an expression of exulting disdain, asked of his anta- 
gonist, if he did not think that very pbwer of rewarding merit 
enabled an absolute prince to indulge himself in the most arbitrary 
license over the lives and fortunes of his people? Before the 
governor had time to answer Miis (juestion, Pallet broke forth into 
an exclamation of “ By the Lord ! that is certainly fact, egad ! that 
was a home-thrust, doctor ! ” when Mr. .loiter, chastising this shallow 
intruder with a contemptuous look, afhrmed^that, though supre}ne 
power furnished a good prince with the means of exerting his 
virtues, it would not support a tyrant in the exercise of cruelty 
and oppression ; because in all nations the genius of the people 
must bo consulted by their governors, and the burthen proportioned 
tt) the shoulders on which it is laid. “ Else, what follows ? ” said the 
physician. ‘"The conso(|nonco is j>lain,” replied the governor, 
“insurrection, revolt, ami his own destruction, for it w not to bo 
supposed that the subjects of any nalion would bo so abject and 
pusillanimous as to neglect the moans which heaven hath put in 
their power for their own preservation.” — “(iadzooks, you’re in 
the right, sir,” cried Pallet ; “ that, I grant you, must bo confessed : 
doctor, I’m afraid we have got into the wrong box.” This son of 
I'tean, hovrjver, far from being of his friend’s opinion, observed, 
witE an air of triumjdi, that he would not oidy fieirionstrate the 
sophistry of the gentleman’s last allegation by argument and facts, 
but even confute him with his own words. J oiler’s eyes kindling 
at this presumptuous declaration, he told his antagonist, while his 
lip quivered with resentment, that if his arguments were no bettor 
than his breeding, ho v/as sure he would make very few converts 
to his ojiinion ; and the doctor, with all the insolence of triumph, 
advised him to beware of disputes for the future, until he sliould 
have made himself more master of his subject. 

Peregrine both wished and hoped to sec the disputants proceed 
to arguments of more weight and conviction ; and the painter, 
dreading the same issue, interposed with the ^usnal exclamation of 
“ For (P)d’s sake, gentlemen ; ” when the governor rose from table 
in great dudgeon, and loft the t’ooui, muttering some ejaculation, 
of which the word coxcomb only could bo distinotljf heard. The 
physician, being thus left master of the field of battle, was compli- 
mented on his victory by Peregrine, and so elevated by his success, 
that he declaimed a full hour on the absurdity of Jolter’s proi)o- 
sition, and the beauty of the democratic administration ; canvassed 
the whole scheme of Plato’s republic, with many quotations from 
that ideal aufhor, toucliing the KaXov : from thence ho made a 
transition to the moral sense of Shaftesbury, and concluded his 
harangue with the grej?,test part of that frothy writer’s rhajisody, 
which, lie repoa,tetl with all the violerfce of enthusiastic agitation, 
to the unspeakable satisfaction of his entertainer, and the Unutter- 
able adftiiration of Pallet, who looked upon him as something 
supernatural and divine. 
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So intoxicated was this vain young man with the ironical praises 
of Pickle, that he forthwith shook off all reserve ; ana having pro- 
fessed a friendsliij) for oin'hero, whose taste and learning ho did not 
fail to extol, intimated ini plain terms, that ho was the only i)erson, 
in these latter ages, wiicff possessed that sublime genius, that portion 
of the divinity, or Ti Theiou, whicli immortalised tlie (Grecian 
poets ; that as Pythagoras atlirmod the spirit of Euphorbus had 
transmigrated into his body, ho, the doctor, was straiigcdy possessed 
with the opinion that he himself wiis inspired by the soul of Pindar ; 
because, making allowance for the difference of languages in whicli 
they wrote, there was a surjudsing affinity between his own works 
and those of that celebrated Theban ; and as a coiifinnation of this 
truth, ho immediately jiroduced a sample of each, which, though 
ill spirit and versification as different as the Odes of Horace and 
our present poet-laureafc, Peregrine dul not scruple to pronounce 
altogether congenial, notwithstanding the violence he by this sen- 
tence oifored to his own conscience, and a certain alarm of his pride, 
that was v^Mk enough to be disturl)ed by the physician’s ridiculous 
vanity an<l presumption, which, not contented with displaying his 
importance in the ivorld of taste and polite literature, manifested 
itself ill arrogating certain material discoveries in the proviiieo of 
physio, which could not fail to advance him to the highest pinnacle 
of that profession, considering the recoin inondat ion of his other 
talents, together with a liberal fortune winch ho inherited from 
his father. • • 


Chap. XLIV.— The Doctor prepares an EntcTtalnroont in the Mnnnor of the Ancients, 
which is atti'iided with divers ridiculous Circumstances. 

In a word, our young gentleman, by his insinuating behaviour, 
acquired the full conliilonce of the doctor, who invited him to an 
entertainment, which he intended to prepare in the manner of the 
ancients. I’ickle, .struck with tliis idea, eagerly embraced the pro- 
posal, which he honoured with many encomiums, as a plan in all 
rcsiieets worthy of Ijis genius and apprehension ; and the day was 
appointed at some distanco of time, that the treater might have 
leisure to oomiioso certain pickles and confections which were not 
to be found ^inong the culinary preparations of these degenerate 
days. With a view of rendering the phy.sician’s taste more con- 
spicuous, and extracting from it tlie more diversion, Peregrine pro- 
posed that some foreigners should jiartoke of the banquet ; and 
the task being left to his care and discretion, ho actually bespoke 
the company of a French marquis, an Kalian count, and a German 
baron, whom he knew to bo egregious ouxcomb^, *and therefore 
more likely to enhance the joy of tlie entertainment. 

Accordingly, the hour being arrived, he .conducted them to the 
hotel where the physician Ic^iged, after having regaled theirjexpec- 
tations with an elegant meal in the genuine old Roman taste ; and 
they wore received by Mr. Pallet, who did the honouA of the 
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house, while his friend superintended the cook below. By this 
connnunicatfVe painter, the guests undtjstood that the doeb^r had 
met with numerous difficulties in the execution of his design ; that 
no fewer than five cooks had been dismissed, because they could 
: not prevail upon the]r own consciences lc> obey his directions in 
things that were contrary to the present practice of their art ; 
and that although he had at last engaged a person, by an extraor- 
dinary premium, to comply with his orders, the fellow was so 
astonished, mortitied, and incensed at the commands he had rO' 
ceived, that his hair stood on end, and he begged on his knees to 
be released from the agreement he had made ; but Onding that his 
employer insisted upon the performance of his contract, and 
threatened to introduce him to the ro)nniissiiitr, if he should flinch 
from tlic bargain, he had, in the discharge of his nllice, wept, sang, 
cursed, and capered for two whole liours witliout intermission. 

While the company listened to this odd information, by Inch 
they were prepossessed with strange notions of the dinner, their 
ears ^were invaded by a i>iteous vi>ice that exclaimed ui Froiicli, 
“ Fertile love of (lod ! dear sir ! for the passion of Jesus Christ ! 
spare mo the inortiflcation of the honey and c>il ! ” Their ears still 
vibrated witli tlio sound, when the doctor entering, Avas by Pere- 
grine made acejuainted with the strangers, to whom he. in the 
transports of his wrath, could not hel]> complaining of tlio wuint 
of complaisvico he harl found in the l^lnsi^ni vulgar, by wliicli 
liis pjan bad been almost entirely ruined and s«b aside. The 
French marquis, who thought the honour of his nation was con- 
cerned at this declaration, professed his sorrow for what had hap- 
pened, so contrary to the established character of the people, and 
undertook to see the dclin<iuenta severely punished, provided he 
could be informed of their names or places of abode. 

The mutual compliments that pa^ssed on this occasion Wire scarce 
finished, when a servant, corning intt> the room, announced dinner ; 
and the entertainer led the way into another apartment, where 
they found a long t,d)le, or rather two boards joined together, and 
finnifehed with a variety of dishes, llie steams of which had such 
evident effect upon the nerves of tlie comjiany, that the marquis 
made frightful grimaces, under pretence e»f taking snuff ; the 
Italian’s eyes Avatored ; tlio German’s visage underwent several 
distortions of features ; our hero found means to exclude the odour 
from his sense of smelling, by breathing only thvougli bis mouth ; 
and the poor jiaiiitcr, luniiing into anotlier room, }>b.igged his 
nostrils with tobacco. The doctor himself, Avho was tne only 
person present w’hose organs were not discompqsod, pointing to 
a couYile of couches placed on each side of the table, told his guests 
that he was sotrj* ho could not procure tlie exact triclinia of the 
ancients, which were somewhat different from these convoiiiences, 
and desired they woulcj have the goodness to repose themselves 
without ceremony, each in his respec4ive couchette^ while he and 
his friend Mr. Pallet would place themselves upright at the ends, 
that they*might have the pleasure of serving those that lay along. 
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This disposition, of which the strangers had no previous idea, dis- 
concerted and pcrjdexod hlicm in a most ridiculous planner ; the 
marquis and baron stoo^ bowing to each other, on pretence of 
disputing the loAver seatjbiit in reality with a view of profiting by 
the example one aiMflier, for neither of them understood the 
manner in whicli they were to loll ; and Peregrine, wdio enjoyed 
their confusion, handed the count to tlie other side, wdiere, wdth 
the most mischievems politeness, Iq; insisted u])on his taking posses- 
sion of the uppt r place. 

In tliis disagreeable and ludicrous Kusj)cnsc, they continued acting 
a pantomime of gesticulations, nnt.jl Iho doctor earinwtly entreated 
them to waive all ccfmphmenl and form, lest the dinner .should be 
spoiled before the ceremonial could be adjusted. Thus conjured, 
Porogi ine took the lower couch on the left-hand sidcu laying himself 
gently down, with his face towards !ht> table. The marquis, in 
imitation of tins pattern (Ihoiigli lie would have mueh rather fasted 
three days than run the risk of discomposing his dress by sueh an 
attitude)„stretched himself upon the opposite jilace, reclining upon 
his elbow in a most painful and awkward situation, wuth his luMd 
raised above tlio end of the couch, that the economy of his hair 
miglifc not suiter by the projection of liis body. The Italian, being 
a thin limber eroaturo, jdaiilod him.^clt next to Pickle, without sus- 
taining any misfortune but that of his stocking btuig birii Hiiy a 
ragged nail of the seat, as ho raised his logs on a level with the rest 
of his limbs. • P>iit the baron, who was neither so wie^y nor supple 
in his joints as his companions, flounced himself down wirti such 
precipitation, that liis feet, suddenly tilting iqi, came in furious 
contact with the head of the mariiiiis, and demolished every curl in 
a twinkling, while his own skull, at the .same instant, desconded 
u[)oii the side of his couch woth such violence, that his periwig was 
struck oir, and the whole room lillod Avjtli piilvilio. 

The drollery of distress that attended thi.s disaster entirely 
vanquished the allected gravity of our young gentleman, Avho Av.as 
obliged to siqipress his laughter by crammiug his handkerchief in 
his mouth ; for the bare-headed (icrmaii asked pardtin with such 
ridiculous confusion, and the marquis admitted his apology with 
such rueful complctisaiico, as were sutticient to awake the inirtli of a 
quietist. 

This misfortune being rejiaired as wdl as the circumalanccs of 
the occasioti would permit, and every one .sottleil according to tlio 
arrangement already dcsenlaul, the doctor graciously undertook to 
give some account of the dishes as they occurred, that the company 
might be directed in their choice : and with an air of infinite 
satisfaction thus" began : “This hero, gcntlomen, is a boiled goose, 
served up in a sauce composed of pojiper, lovaj^e,,coriander, mint, 
rue, anchovies, and oil ; I wish for your sakes, ^gentlemen, it was 
Olio of the geese of Ferrara, so much celebrated among tho ancients 
for the magnitude of th^dr livers, one \)f which is said to have 
weighed upwards of two pounds ; with this food, exquiisito as it 
was, did the tyrant Hcliogabalus regale his hounds. But 1 beg 
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))aT<lon, I had almost forgot the soup, Avhich I hear is so necessary 
an article at^ all tables in France. At ^ich end there arc dishes of 
the salacacabia of the Romans ; one is nS*f,le of parsley, pennyroyal, 
cheose, pine-tops, honey, vinegar, brino^eggs, cucumbers, onions, 
and heii-livors ; the other is much the Vmo us the Hovpe-niaigre 
of this country. Then there is a loin of veal boiled with fennel and 
caraway-seed, on a pottage c(imposcd of pickle, oil, honey, and flour, 
and a curious hayhis of the lights, liver, aiul blood of a hare, together 
with a dish of roasted pigeons. Monsieur le baron, shall I help you 
to a plate of this soup i ” The (aoriiiaii, who did nob at all dis- 
aiiprove of the ingredients, assented to the proposal, and seemed to 
relish the com positum ; while the marquis being* asked by the painter 
which of the sUIy/iickah/is lie chose, was, inconsequence of his desire, 
accommodated ivith a portion of the so ape- 1 a a ig re : and the count, in 
lieu of spoon-meat, of which he said ho was no groat admirer, sup- 
plied himself with a pigeon, therein conforming to the choice of our 
young gentleman, wdiose example ho determined to follow through 
the wrhole course of the entertainment. ^ 

Thlj Frenchman, having sw^allowcd the first spoonful, made a full 
pause, his thr<»ab swelled as if au egg hatl stuck in liia gul’et, hia 
eyes rolled, and his mouth undorweut a sevies of nivi>luiitary con- 
tractions and dilatations. Pallet, who looked steadfastly at this 
ccmAoiaseiir, with a view of consulting his taste, before ho liirnself 
would venture upon the souj), began to be disturbed at thoso 
emotions, aritt observed, with some concern, that the poor gentleman 
seemed to be going into a fit ; wdien Peregrine assured him, tliat 
these were syiiqitoms of ecstasy, and, for further conliinuition, asked 
the marquis how lie found the soup. It w^as with infinite difficulty 
that his complaisance could so far master his disgust, as to enable 
him to answer, “ Altogetlicr excellent, upon my honour !” and llio 
painter being ccrtilied of his approbation, lifted the spoon to his 
mouth without scruple ; but far from justifying the culogium of hia 
taster, when this jirecious couqiooition dilFused itself u])oii his palate, 
ho seemed to be deprived of all sense and nioti<)n, and sat like the 
leaden atatiio of some river god, wuth the liquor flowing out at both 
sides of his mouth. 

Tlie doctor, alarmed at this indecent phenTunonon, earnestly 
inquired into the cause of it; and when Pallet recovered his 
recollection, and sw'ore that he would rather swallow porridge made 
of burning brimstone, than sucli an infernal rncss as tlAt which ho 
had tasted, the physician, in his own vindication, assured the coni- 
jiany, that, except the usual ingnidients, ho had mixed nothing 
in the soup but some .sal ammoniac instead of the, ancient uitrurn, 
whicli could not now be jirocured ; and appealed to the marquis, 
whether such a ^uccedancum was not an improvement on the whole. 
The uuf(n•tumlte'^e^^^y//a^l^r^;, driven to the extremity of his con- 
descension, acknowledged it to be a masterly rcflDement; and 
deeming himself obliged? in point of honour, to evince his seu- 
timonbs by his practice, forced a few more mouthfuls of this dis- 
agreeable j^otion down hia throat, till his stomach was so much 
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offended, that he was compelled to start up of a sudden ; and, in 
the hurry of his elevation, overturned hia plate into th^ bosom of 
tho baron. The omergenop/of his occasions would not permit him 
to stay and make apologi® for this abrupt behaviour ; so that ho 
flew into another apartni4j|t, where Pickle found him puking and 
crossing himself with ^^cut devotion; and a chair, at his desire, 
being brought to tho door, he sli])ped into it more dejid than alive, 
conjuring his friend Pickle to niakt3 liis pOface wdth tlie company, and 
in particular excuse him to llie l)aro*ii, on account of tlio violent tit 
of illness with wliich he had been seized. It was not without reason 
that he employed a mediate »r ; for when our hero returned to the 
dining-room, the OeriHan got ut), and was undev the hands of his 
own lacquey, who wiped the grease from a rich embroidered waist- 
coat, while he, almost: frantic with his misfortune, stamped upon 
the ground, and in High Dutch cursed the unlucky banquet, and 
the inipertiuoiit entertainer, who all this time, with great delibera- 
tion, consoled him for the disiistcr, by assuring liim that the damage 
done might be repaired with some oil of turi>entine and a liot iron. 
Peregrino, Vlio could scarce refrain from laughing in his ^cc, 
appeased his indignation by tolling him how much the whole 
company, and especially the marquis, w'as mortified at the accident ; 
and the unhappy salacacabia lieing removed, the places were tilled 
with two pies, one of dormice liquored wuth syrup of white popprtS, 
which the doctor had substituted lu tlic room of toasted jioppy-seed, 
formerly cat,en with honey, as a dessert ; and the otheP composed 
of a hock of poric baked in honey. • 

Pallet, hearing tho lirst of those dislies described, lifted up his 
hands and eyes, and with signs of loathing and amazement, pro- 
nounced, ‘SV pie made ot dormice and syruj) of poppies! Lord in 
heaven ! what beastly fellows those Komuns were ! ” His friend 
checked him for his irreverent exclamation with a severe look, and 
roeomniended the veal, of which ho himself cheerfully ate, with 
such encomiums to the company, that Ihu baron resolved to imitate 
his example, after having called for a bumper of Burgundy, which 
the physician, for his sake, wished to have been tho true wine of 
Falonium. The painter, seeing n<»thing else upon the table which 
he would venture tm touch, made a merit of necessity, and had 
recourse to the veal also ; although he could not help M.ying, that 
he would not give one slice of the roast beef of Old England for 
all the dainties of a Roman eiTipcror’.s table. But all the doctor’s 
invitations and assurances couM not prevail upon his guests to 
honour the hachis and tho goose ; and tliat course was succeeded 
by another, in which he told tlitiui wore divers of those dishes, 
which among the itneients had obtained the appelation of poJiteles, 
or magniticent. “That whicli smokes in the middle,” said he, 
“is a sow’s stomach, filled witli a composition ot minced pork, 
hog’s brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, garlic, aniseed, rue, ginger, oil, 
wino, and pickle. On the right-hand side mre the teats and belly 
of a sow, just farrowed, frftd with sweet wine, oil, flour, 4ovage 
and pepper. On the left is a friej^seo of sna^s, fed, oj rather 
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purged, with milk. At that end next Mr. Pallet are fritters of 
pompionSjtlovage, origanum, and oiL; and here kro a couple of 
pullets roasted and stuffed in the inaniK.^ of Apicius.” 

The painter, who had by wry faces tea itied his abhorrence of the 
sow’s stomach, which he compared to^j^ bagpipe, and the snails 
which had undergone purgation, no sooner heard him mention the 
roasted pullets, tlian he eagerly solicited a wing of the fowl ; upon 
which the doctor desired he w'ould take the trouble of cutting them 
up, and accordingly sent then? round, while Mr. Pallet tucked the 
table-cloth under his chin, and brandished his knife and fork with 
singular address ; but scarce were they set down before him, when 
the tears ran down his cheeks ; and he called aloud, in a manifest 
disorder, ‘‘ZiJiinds! this is the essence of a whole bed of garlic!” 
That he might not, how^over, disappoint or disgrace the entertainer, 
he applied his instruments to one of the birds ; and when he oiienod 
up the cavity, w'as assaulted by such an irruption of intolerable 
smells, that, without slaying to disengage liiinself from the cloth, 
he sprang away, with an exclamation of ‘‘Lord Jesus!” and 
invcilvcd the whole table in hav<‘C, ruin, and confusion,* 

Before Pickle could accomplish his esc*a])e, he was sauced with 
the syrup of the dormouse pie, which wont to i>ieccs in tlie general 
wreck ; and as for the Italian count, ho >vas overwhelmed by the 
sbSv’s stomach, which, bursting in the fall, discharged its contents 
upon his log and thigli, and scalded him so miserably, iliab ho 
shrieked \Wth anguish, and grinned with a most jghastly and hor- 
rible aspect. 

The baron, wlio sat secure without the vortex of tin's tumult, 
was not at all displeased at seeing Ins companions involved in such 
a calamity as that which he had already shaved ; but the doctor 
was confounded with shame and vexation. Aftiu' having jjrescribed 
an application of oil to the count’s leg, he ex2>n*ssed his sorrow' for 
the misadventure, which lie openly ascribed to want of taste and 
prudence in the painter, who did not think jiroper to return, and 
make an apology in person ; and protested that there w'aa nothing 
in the fowls wdiich could give offence to a sensible nose, the stuffing 
being a mixture of pe])per, lovage, and assafuitida, and the sauce 
consisting of v/iiie and heriiiig-pickle, which* he had used instead 
of the celebrated garurii of the llomaiis : that famous pickle having 
been prepared sometimes of the scombri, which wrero a sort of 
tuiiny-lish, and sometimes of the silurus, or shad%tish : nay, ho 
observed that there w^as a third kind, called garuin hauiiation, made 
of the guts, gills, and blood of the thynnus. 

The physician, tinding it would bo irniiracticable to re-establish 
the order of the bamjuct, by presenting again the dishes w’hich had 
been discorniviscd, ordered everything to be removed, a clean cloth 
to be laid, and t'nc dessert to be brought in. Meanwdiilo, he regretted 
his incapacity to give them a specimen of the alieus, or fish meals 
of the ancients, such ita the jus diabaton, the conger-eel, which, in 
(ialei>’s opinion, is hard of digestiob ; the corniita, or gurnard, 
described by Pliny in his Natural lliatoiy, wdio says, the horns of 
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many of them were a foot and a half in length : the i^mllet and 
lamprey, that were in the Injj^est estimation of old, of which last 
Julius Oftjsar borrowed si:| thousand for one triumphal supper. 
He obser\’'cd that the maiJner of dressing them was described by 
Horace, in the account fie gives of tlie entertainment to which 
Mreccnas was invited by the epicure Nasidienus : — 

A£fcrtur bquillos inter mura^ia &c., 

and told them iliat they were commonly eaten with the thus Syria* 
cum, a certain anodyne and astringent seed, which qualified the 
purgative nature of tho fish. Finally, this learned X)hyBLcian gave 
them to understand, that though this was reckoned a luxurious 
dish in tho zenith of the Roman taste, it was by no means com- 
parable, ill point of expense, to some prepaiations in vogue about 
the time of that absurd volu]>tu:i i- llehogabalus, who ordered the 
brains of six hundred ostriches to be comiioiinded in one mess. 

Ry this time the doss(3rt a[)pcarcd, and the company were not a 
little rejoiced to see plain olives in salt and water : but what rtio 
master of the feast valued himself upon, was a sort of jelly, which 
lie alhrmed to be preferable to the liyj)otrimnia of llesychius, 
being a mixture of vinegar, pickle, ami honey, boiled to proper 
consistence, and candied assafietida, which he asserted in conti\'c<» 
diction to Aumolbergius and Lister, was no other than the laser 
Syriacum, so jnecious, as to be sold among tlie ancieifl's to the 
weight of a silvdi* penny. Tlie gentlemen took his word for Aho 
excellency of this gum, but contented themselves with tho olives, 
which gave such an agreeable relish to the wine, that they seemed 
very well disposed to console themselves for tho disgraces they had 
endured ; and Pickle, unwilling to lose the least circumstance of 
entertainment that could be enjoyed in their company, went in 
(piest of tho painter, who remained in liia ])eiiitential3 in aiiotlier 
apartment, and could not be persuaded t(; re-enter tho banqueting 
room, until Peregrine undertook to procure his YJf^i’don from tliuse 
whom he had injured. Having assured him of this indulgence, 
our young gentleman led him in like a criminal, bowing on all 
hands with an air o^ humility and contrition ; and i>articiilarly 
addressing himself to the count, to whom he swore in English, as 
God was his Saviour, he had no intent to aftront man, woman, or 
child ; but was^fain to make the best of liis way, tlhit he might 
ixot give tlic Inmoiirable company cause of oJlbnce, by obeying tho 
dictates of nature in their i)reseiice. 

When Pickle interpreted this apology to the Italian, Pallet was 
forgiven in very polite terms, and even received into favour by his 
friend tho doctor, in consequence of our hero’s intercession : so that 
all the guests forgot llicir chagrin, and paid their rcsj^cls so piously 
to tho bottle, that in a short time the Champiagno produced very 
evident effects in the behaviour of all present. . 
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CuAP. XTjV.— T he Painter is persuaded to accompar^^ Pickle to a Masquerade in Woman's 

Apparel— Is engaged in a troublesome Adventure, md, with his Companion, conve^'cd to 

tbo Bastille. 

The j>aintor, fit the reqnefit of Pickle, who had a design upon the 
count’s sens(i of hoiiring, favoured the company with tlio song of 
Bumper S<pnro Jones, which yielded intinite satisfaction to the 
baron, but alFected tlie delicate ears of the Italian in sucli a manner, 
that his features expressed astcjiiishment and disquiet ; and by liis 
sudden and repeated journeys to the door, it plainly appeared, tliat 
lie was in the same iiredicament with those who, as Shakspeare 
observes, “when tlie bagpipe sings in the nose, cannot contain 
their urine for afi\iction.” 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music from such a bar- 
barous taste, Mr. Pallet had no .sooner performed his task, than the 
cfuiiit honoured his friends with some favourite airs of his own 
country, which ho Avarblcd with inlinite grace and expression, 
though ho had not energy sutticient to engage the attention of the 
German, who fell fast aslecji upon his couch, and snored so loud, 
as to interrupt, and totally annul this ravisliing entertainment ; so 
*'*?hat they wore fain to have recourse again to the glass, which made 
such innoiation upon tlie brain of the physician, tliat he sang divcTS 
odes of lAiiacroou to a tunc cif his own coniposiim, and held forth 
upon the music and recitative of the ancients witfi great erudition ; 
while Pallet, having found moans to make the Italian acquainted 
with the nature of his jircfession. haranguod upon painting with 
wonderful volubility, in a language which (it w'as well for his own 
credit) the stranger did not understand. 

At length the doctor was seized with such a qualm, that he 
begged l^eregrine to lead liim to his chamber ; and the baron, being 
waked, retired with the count. Peregrine, being rendered frolick- 
some with the wine ho iiad drunk, iiropused that ho and Pallet 
should go to a masquerade, which he recollected was to be given 
that night. 'Fhe painter did not want curiosity and inclination to 
accompany him, but expressed his apprehension of losing him in 
the ball ; an accident which could not fail to be very disagreeable, 
as he was an utter stranger to the language and the town. To 
obviate this objection, the landlady, who w^as their eouiicil, 

advised him to appear in a woman’s dress, which would lay hia 
companion under the necessity of attending him ivith more care, as 
he could not with decency detach himself from the lady whom ho 
should introduce ; besides, such a supposed connection would hinder 
the ladies of pleasure from accosting and employing their seducing 
arts upon a pfcr.son already engaged. 

Our young gentleman foreseeing the abundance of diversion iu 
the execution of this project, seconded the proposal with such im- 
})ortunity and address, that the painter allowed himself to be 
habited in a suit belonging to the landlady, who also procured for 
him a mask of domino, while Pickle provided himself with a 




“ iJiveis |)ciii-ni.iilrt;;» niaiic up lo him iitillir'; turns, in order lo dibjilay their wit 
and adUicsb *— /-^. lo^. 
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Spanish dress.* In this diej^uiae, which they put on at>out eleven 
o’clock, did they, attendec^sl^ Pipes, sefc out in a fiacre for the ball- 
room, into which Pickhl led this supi^osititious femfile, to the 
astonishment of the whcjs company, who had never seen such an 
uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the remarkable masks, and 
the painter had been treated with a ^hiss of Ivfveur, his mischievous 
companion gave him the slip : and, vainsliing in an instant, 
I’eturned with another mask and a domino over his habit, that he 
might enjoy Pallet’s perplexity, and be at Inind to protect him from 
insult. The poor painter, having lost his guide, was almost dis- 
tracted with anxiety, and stalked about the room, in quest of him, 
with such huge strides and oddity of gesture, that ho was followed 
by a whole multitude, who gazed at him as a preternatural pheno- 
menon. This attendance increased his uneasiness to such a degree, 
that ho could not help uttering a solilorpiy aloud, in which he 
cursed his fate for having depended upon the promise of suoh a 
wag ; and rflvore, that if once ho was clear of this scrape, he would 
nob bring himself into such a premumre again for the whole king- 
dom of France. 

Divers pefifs-vuntren, understanding the mask was a foreigner, 
who ill all probability could not sj>eak French, made up to him iii 
their tunis, in order to display their wit and address, /ind leased 
him with several arch questions, to which ho made no other answer 

than, * ^ IS o parly Frannj. 1> your chattering ! Go about *your 

business, can’t ye?” Among the masks was a nobleman, who 
began to be very free ivith the supposed lady, and attenq^ted to 
plunge liis hand into her bosom ; but the painter was too modest to 
Bud'er such indecent treatment ; and wdien the gallant repeated his 
ctlbrts in a manner still more indelicate, lent him such a box on. the 
ear, as made tlio lights dance before him, and created such a 
suspicion of Pallet’s sox, that the Frenchman swore lie was cither 
a male or a hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scrutiny, for the 
sake of his own honour, with such obstinacy of resentment, that 
th(? fictitious lunnph Avas in imminent danger, not only of being 
exposed, but also of® undergoing severe ebastisemeut, for having 
made so free with the prince’s ear ; when Peregrine, who saw and 
overheard everything that passed, thought it was high time to 
interpose ; and accordingly asserted his pretensions to the insulted 
lady, who was overjoyed at this proof of his jirotoctioii. 

The affronted gallant persevered in demanding to know who she 
was, and our hero as strenuously refused to give him that satis- 
faction : so that Mgh words ensued \ and the prince threatemiig 
to jiunish his insolence, the young gontluman, who wj-smot supposed 
to know his quality, pointed to the place where his own sword 
used to hang, and, snapping his tiiigora in his face, laid hold on the 
painter’s arm, and led him to^another part of the room, leaving his 
antagonist to the meditations of his own revenge. • 

Pallet, having chid his conductor for his barbarous deiertion, 
made him acquainted with the difficulty in which he h^ been 
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involved ; .-nd flatly telling him he would not put it in his power 
to give him the slii^ again, held fast by\|^3 arm during the remain- 
ing part of the eiitortainmcnt, to the \io small diversion of the 
company, whose attention was altogetherHmgrossed in the contem- 
plation of such an awkward, ungainly, stalking apparition. At 
last Pickle, being tired of exhibiting this raree-show, complied with 
the repeated desires of his ccpnpanion, and handed her into the 
coach ; which he himself had no sooner entered, than they were 
siiriounded by a hie of musqueleers, commanded by an exemjit, 
who, ordering the coaeh-door to be opened, took his place with 
great deliberation, while one of his detachment mounted the box, 
in order to direct the driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this arrest, and it 
was well for him that lie liad no weapon w'hennvith to stand upon 
his defence ; for such was the imjietuosity and rashness of his 
temper, that, had he been armed, he would have run all risks 
rather than surrender himself to any odds whatever ; but Pallet, 
imagining that the oflicer was some giuithunan who luid mistaken 
their carnage tor liia own, desired Ins friend to undeceive the 
stranger ; and whtui lie was informed of tlie leal state (‘f their con- 
dition, his knees began to sliakc, his teeth to cliather, and he uttered 
jrmost doleful lamentation, imjxuting Ins fear of being carried to 
some liidi^us dungeon of the Bastille, 'vvhon^ he should spend the 
rest, of his days in misery and horror, and never ^oc the light of 
God's sun, nor the face of a friend ; but ])ei-ish in a foreign land, 

far rcmov^cd from his family and connexions, l^icklo d d him 

for his pusillaniuiity ; and the exempt hearing a lady bemoan her- 
self so piteously, oxjirossed his mortification at being the instrument 
of giving her such pain, aiid ende.avonrcd to console thorn by 
representing tlie lenity ot the French government, and the singular 
generosity of the piinee, by ivhose ordoi* they wore apprehended. 

Peregrine, whoso discretion seemed to forsake him on all such 
occasions, exclaimed, with gieat bitterness, against the arbitrary 
administration of France, and inveighed, ivith many expressions 
of contempt, against the character of the oflendod prince, whoso 
resentment, far frcmi being noble, lie said, wa.i pitiful, ungenerous, 
and uniust. To this remonstrance the oflicer made no rejdy, but 
shrugged up Ins shoulders in silent astoiiishment at the hardlessc 
of the prisoner ; and th(3 jiacrc wa.s just on the jioinUof sotting out, 
when they heard the noise of a sciiflie fit the back of the coach, and 

f.ho voice of Tom Pipes pronouncing, “ Pll be d d if I do." 

This trusty attendant had liocn desired by one of the guard to 
descend from his station in the rear ; but- as he resolved to share 
lii.s master’s fate, he took no nf»tico of the r entreaties, until they 
were secondc<l by force ; and that he endeavoured to repel with his 
heel, which he applied w'itli such energy to the jaws of the soldier 
who first came in contact with him, tli/it they emitted a crashing 
Bounci like a dried walnut between th’fc grindms of a Templar in the 
pit. Exasperated at this outrage, the other saluted Tom’s p<»sterioj‘8 
with his bayonet, which incommoded him so much that he could 
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no lonj^er keep his post, but, leaping upon the groui^, gave his 
aufcfigunisfc a chuck under tljS chin, and laid him upon liia btick, and 
then skipping over him ^uh iidiuite agility, absconded among the 
crowd of coaches, till he *;iw the guard mount before and beliind 
upon his master’s jUirre.^ Vhicli so sooner set forward, than he fol- 
lowed at a small distance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine 
should bo con lined. 

After having proceeded slowly* through many windings and 
tui’nings to a part of Paris, in which Thpes w-as an utter stranger, 
the coach stojipod at a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, 
wdiich, being opened at the ap])roach of the carnage, the prisoners 
WTre admitted ; and, the guard refiirning with tlie fuicvp.^ Torn 
determined to watcli in that place all night, that, in the morning, 
he nuglit make sucli observations as might be conducive to the 
enlargement of his master. 


CiiAV, XLVr.— By iho Fiilr-nty of Pipr'^, .loltir W infonnf'rt of his Pnp'rs fiitc— Coi^ror*! 
\v\ti\ tlvo PhyMcian- -Applies to tlio A tul>a<;'ii<lor, \\ho, \mUi grera iMfllculty, obtains tho 
l>l^clla^go of tl\c PrlMincis on certain <'omlition«. 

Tins plan he executed, notwithstanding the pain .-f his wourjl, 
and the fiuostions of the citj’^-gnard, both horse and foot, to which 
ho could make no other answer than and as 

soon as it was light, taking an accurate survey of tlio castle»(for 
such it seemed to bo) into which Peregrine and Pallet had been 
conveyed, together witli its situation in respect to the river, ho 
went homo to the lodgings, and, waking i\lr. Joltor, gave him an 
account of the adventure. 'I'he governor wrung his hands in the 
utmost grief ami coiistermitiun wlion ho heard this unfortunate 
piece of noAvs ; he did not doubt that Ins pupd was imprisoned in 
the Pastille for life ; and, in the anguisli of liis apprehension, 
cursed the day on Avhioli he had undertaken to superinicnd the 
conduct of such an iinjirudcut young man, avIio had, by redtorated 
insults, provoked the veiigeanco of such a mild, forbearing admin 
istration. That he ijjight not, hoAvevor, neglect any moans in his 
power to e.xtricatc him from his present misfortune, he despatched 
Thomas to the doct(»r, Avith an account of his ccmipanion’s fate, that 
they might joyi tlieir interest in behalf of the captives; and the 
physician being informed of what had happened, immediately 
dresseil himself, and repaired to Jolter, Avhom ho accosted in these 
words : — 

“Now, sir, I hope you are convinced of your error in asserting 
that op])rcssion can never be the effect of arbitrary power. Such a 
calamity as this could never have happenetl undcf the Athenian 
democracy : nay, even wlien the tyrant Pisistratus got possession 
of that commonwealth, he durst not venture to rule Avith sucli 
absolute and unjust dominion. You shall see roav that Mr. Bickle 
and my friend Pallet Avill fall a sacrifice to the tyranny of lawless 
poAver ; and, in my opinion, avo shall be accessory to the ^uiu of 
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this poor enslaved pooide if we bestir ourselves iix demanding or 
imploring Vhe release of our uuhapj^ countrymen ; as we may 
thereby prevent tlie commission of a nf grant crime, which would 
fill up the vengeance of Heaven againsl^tho perpetrators, and per- 
haps be the ineaiia of restoring a whole nSition to the unspeakable 
fruition of freedom. For iny own part, I should rejoice to see the 
blood of my fatlior spilt in such a glorious cause, provided such a 
victim would furnish me with the opportunity of dissolving the 
chains of slavery, and vindicating that liberty which is tlio birth- 
right of man. Then would my name be immortalised among the 
patriot heroes of antiquity, and my memory, like that of Harmodius 
and Aristogitoii, be honoured by statues erected at the public 
expense. ” 

This rhapsody, whicli was delivered witli great emphasis and 
agitation, gave so much ollcnce to Joltcr, that, without speaking 
one word, he retired in great wrath to his own chamber ; and the 
republican returned to his lodging, in full hojies of his prognostic 
beiug verified in the death and ilcstruction of Peregr,ino and tho 
painter, which must give rise to some renowned revolution, wherein 
ho himself would act a ]iriucipal part. But the governor, whose 
imagination was not quite so warm and jirolific, went directly to 
ambassador, whom he informed of his pupil’s situation, and 
besought to interpose with the Frencli ministry, that he and tho 
other Briiri^h subject might obtain their liberty. 

His excellency asked, if Joltor could guess at«the cause of liis 
imprisonment, that he might be the better prepared to vindicate 
or excuse his conduct : but neither ho nor Pipes could give tho 
smallest hint of intelligence on that subject : though ho furnished 
himself from Tom’s own mouth with a circumstantial account of 
the manner in nhich his master had been arrested, as well as of his 
own behaviour, and the disaster he had received on th,^t occasion. 
His lordship never doubted that Pickle had brought this calamity 
upon hirnsolf by some unlurlvy prank ho had played at tho mas- 
querade ; especuiUy when he understood that tho young gentleman 
had drunk freely in the afternoon, and been so whimsical as to go 
thither with a man in woman’s apparel ; - and he that same day 
waited on the P’rench minister, in full confidence of <»btaining his 
discharge ; but met with more difficulty Ilian he expected, tho 
court of France being extremely punctilious in every thing that 
concerns a prince of tho blood : the ambassador *^wa8 therefor© 
obliged to tfilk in very high terms ; and, though tho present cir- 
cumstances of the French politics would not allow them to fall out 
with the British administration for trifles, all the favour ho could 
procure was to prumiso that Pickle should bo set at liberty, pro- 
vided he woiild ask pardon of tho prince to whom he had given 
offence. 

His excellency thought this was but a reasonable condescensien, 
suppejsing Peregrine to have been iir the wrong ; and Jolter waft 
admitted to him in order to communicate and reinforce his lord- 
ship’s c*dvico, which Wexs, that he should comply with the terras 
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proposed. The governor, wlro did not enter this gloomy fortress 
without fear and trembling, Aund his pupil in a dismal apartment, 
void of all furniture but a ^ol and truckle-bed. The moment he 
was admitted, ho perceivi|l the youth whistling with great un- 
concern, and working wiUi' his pencil at the bare wall, on which 
he had delineated a ludicrous figure labelled with the name of the 
nobleman whom he had afiVonted, and an English mAsbiff with his 
leg lifted up, in the attitude of makii^ water in his shoo. He had 
been even so presumptuous as to explain the device with satirical 
inscriptions in the French language, which, when Jolter perused, 
his hair stood on end with aftright. The very turnkey was con- 
founded and overawed by the boldness of his behaviour, which he 
had never seen matched by any inhabitant of that place ; and 
actually joined his friend in persuading him to submit to the easy 
demand of the minister. But our hero, far from embracing the 
counsel of this advocate, hfinde*! him to tlie door with great cere- 
mony, and dismissed him with a kick on the hrecch ; and, to all 
the supplications, and even tears of Jolter, made no other reply 
than that Bo would stoop to no condescension, because he had 
committed no crime, bub would leave his case to the cognizance 
and exertion of the British court, wdioso duty it was to see justice 
done to its own subjects : he desired, however, that Pallet, who 
was confined in aiKjthcr place, might avail himsclt of liia oViV* 
disposition, which was sufficiently pliable ; but when the govenior 
desired to see his fellow -prisoner, the turnkey gave him* to under- 
stand that he had received no orders relating to the lady, •and 
therefore could not admit him into her /ipartment ; though he was 
complaisant enough to toll him that she seemed veiy much mortified 
at her confinement, and at certiiin times behaved as if her brain 
was not a little disordered. 

Jolter, thus baffled in all his endeavours, quitted the Bastille with 
a heavy heart, and reported his fruitless negotiation to the ambas- 
sador, who could not hodj) breaking forth into some acrimonious 
expressions against the obstinacy and insolence of the young man, 
who, ho said, deserved to suffer for his folly. Nevertheless, he did 
not desist from his representations to the French ministry, which he 
found so unyielding, that he was obliged to threaten, in plain terms, 
to make it ,a national concern ; and not only wrote to his court for 
instructions, but even advised the council to make reprisals, and 
send some Frctich gentleman in London to the Tower. 

This intimation had an effect upon the ministry at Versailles, who, 
rather than run the risk of incensing a people whom it was neither 
their interest nor inclination to disoblige, consented to discharge tlio 
offenders, on condition that they should leave Paris in three chiya 
after their enlargement. This proposal was readily ^igreed to by 
Peregrine, who was now a little more tractable, ana heartily tired 
of being cooped up in such an uncomfortable abc^e, for the space 6t 
threeilong days, without any sort of communication or entertc^ment 
hnt^that which bis own imagination suggested, • 
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CffAP. XLVII.— rerogrino makes himself Merry at {^» Expense of the Painter, who curses 
his Landlady, and breaks wltytbe Doctor. 

As he could easily conceive the situation of his companion in 
adversity, lie was unwilling to leave the place until ho had rcfiped 
some diversion from his distress, and witli that view repaired to the 
dungeon of tlie afflicted paintir, to which ho had by this time free 
access. When he entered, the first (d)ject that presented itself to 
his eye was so uncommonly ridiculous, that he could scarce preserve 
that gravity of countenance which he had affected in order to execute 
the joke he had. planned. The fru-lorn Pallet sat upright in his bed 
in a deshabille that was altogether exlraiudinary. Jfo had laid aside 
his monstrous hoop, together with his stays, gown, and jietticoat, 
wrapped his lappets about his head by way of nightcap, and wore 
his domino as a loose morning-dress ; his grizzled locks hung down 
ab(mt his lack-lustre eyes and tawny neck, in all the disorder of 
negligence; his greybeard bristled about half-an-iiich , through the 
remains of the jjaint with which his visage had been bedaubeil, and 
eveiy feature of liis face was lengthened to the most ridiculous 
expression of grief and dismay. 

^ Seeing Peregrine come in, he started up in a sort of frantic 
ecstasy, and, running towards him wit-h optm arms, no sooner 
perceived «|t:ho woful a])pearance into which our hero had modelled 
his physiognomy, than ho stripped short all of a smklen, and the joy 
which had licgun to take possession of his heart was in a moment 
dispelled by the most rueful presages ; so that he stood in a most 
ludicrous position of dejection, like a malcfaclor at the Old Hailey, 
when sentence is about to bo pnuiouiiced. Pickle, taking him by 
the haufl, heaved a pri^found sigh ; and after having protested that 
he was extremely moititlcd at being pitched upon as the messenger 
of bad news, told him, witli an air of sympathy and intinite concern, 
that the French coart, having discovered his sex, had resolved, in 
consideration of tlie outrageous indignity he oflbred in fiublic to a 
prince of the blood, to detain him in the liasLille a prisoner for life ; 
and that this si'iitence was a mitigation obtained by the importunities 
of the British ambassador, the puiiisiniient ordained by law being 
no other than breaking alive upon the wheel. 

These tidings aggravated the horrors of the painter to such a 
degree that he roared aloud, and skipped about the toom in all the 
extravagance of distraction, taking God and man to witness that he 
would rather suffer immediate death than endure one year’s im- 
prisonment in such a hideous place ; and cursipg the hour of his 
birth, and the moment on which he departed from his own country. 
“ For my own part,” said liis tormentor, in a hypocritical tone, “1 
w^as obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making submission to the 
prince, who, as 1 had not presumed to strike liim, received acknow- 
ledgments, in consequence of wdiich J s^hall bo this day set at liberty ; 
and there is even one expedient left for the recovery of your freedom 
— it is. J own, a disagreeable remedy, but one had better undergo a 
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little mortification ilian be fir ever wretched. Besides, upon second 
thoughts, I begin to iinaAie that you will not for cuch a trifle 
sacrifice yourself to the unceasing horrors of a solitary dungeon ; 
especially as your condcslcnsion will in tall probability bo attended 
with advaniages which •y'ou could not otherwise enjoy.” Pallet, 
interrupting him with great eagerness, begged for the love of God 
that he would no longer keep him in the torture bf suspense, but 
mention that same remedy, which he was resolved to follow, let it 
bo ever so unpalatable. 

Peregrine, having thus played upon his passions of fear and hope, 
answered, “that as the ofionce was committed in the habit of a 
woman, which was a disguise unworthy of tho other sex, the French 
court was of opiniem tliat tlie delinquent should be reduced to tho 
neuter gender ; so that there was an alternative atdiis own option, 
by whicli ho had it in his power to regain immediate freedom. — 
“ Wliat ! ” cried the painter, in despair, “ become a singer ? Gad- 
zooks ! and the devil and all that ! I’ll I’ather lie still whero I am, 
and let nwself bo devoured by vermin.” Tlion thrusting oiij his 
throat — “Jlcro is my windpipe,” said he; “be .so good, my dear 
friend, as b) give it a slice or two : if you don’t, 1 shall ono of these 
days be found dangling in my garteio. What an unfortunate rascal 
I am ! What a blockhead, and a beast, and a fool, was I to trust 
myself among such a barbarous mftian race I Lord forgive you, IViC, 
Pickle, for having boon tho immediate cause of my disaster, If you 
had stood by i lo from tho beginning, according to your proniLse, I 
should not have boon teased by that coxcomb who has brou^it mo 

to this pass. And why did 1 ])ut on tlii.s d d unlucky dress ? 

Lord curse that chattering Jezebel of a landlady, who advised such a 
preposterous disgiii.se !---a disguise which li.as not only brought mo 
to this p.‘is.s, but also rendered me abominable to myself, and fright- 
ful to others ; for when I this morning signified to the turnkey that 
T wanted to be shaved, he looked at my beard wntli astonishment, 
and, crossing himself, muttered his Pater Nostcr, believing me, I 
suppose, to be a witch, or something worse. And Heaven confound 
that loathsome banquet of tho ancients, wdiich provoked me to drink 
too freely, that 1 might wash aw’ay tlie. taste of that accursed 
sillikicaby.” * 

Our young gentleman, having heard this lamentation to an end, 
excused himself for his conduct by rejiresenting that he could not 
possibly forefeo the disagrocablo consequences that attended it ; and 
in the mean time strenuously counselled him to submit to the terms 
of his eulargomont. He observed that he ^vas now arrived at that 
time of life wheiL tho lusts of the fle.sh .should be entirely mortified 
within him, and his greatest concern ought to bo tho health of his 
soul, ti) whicli nothing could more effectually cojitribute than the 
amputation which was proposed ; that his body, as well as his mind, 
would profit by the change ; because ho would have no dangerous 
appotito to gratify, and no^camal thouglits to divert him from the 
duties of his profession ; and liis voice, which was naturally sweet, 
would improve to such a degree, that ho would captivate 
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all the people of fashion and taste, and In a little time be celebrated 
under the appellation of the English Se^esino. 

Those arguments did not fail to make imprcssioii upon the painter, 
who nevertheless started two objections tt his compliance ; namely, 
the disgrace of the punishment, and the d^pad of his wife. Pickle 
undertook to obviate these ditticulties, by assuring him that the 
sentence 'w ould bo executed so privately as never to transpire ; and 
that his wife could not be so unconscionable, after so many years of 
cohabitation, as to take exceptions to an expedient by which she 
would not only enjoy the conversation of her husband, but even the 
fruits of those talents which the knife would so remarkably refine. 

Pallet shook his head at this last remonstrance, as if he thought 
it would not be altogether convincing to liis spouse, but yielded to 
the proposal, provided her consent could bo obtained. Just as he sig- 
nified this condescension, the jailer entered, and addressing himself 
to the supposed Lady, expressed his satisfaction in having the honour 
to tell her that she was no longer a prisoner. As the painter did 
not understand one word of what he said, Peregrine undertook the 
otlic5 of interpreter, and made his friend believe the jailer’s speech 
was no other than an intimation that the ministry had sent a sur- 
geon to execute what as proposed, and that the instruments and 
dressings were prepared iii the next room. Alarmed and terrified 
siinthis sudden appointment, he flew to the other end of tho room, 
and, snatching up an earthen chamber-pot, which was the only 
offensive wtSipon in the place, put himself in a poatyre of defiance, 
and with many oaths threatened to try tho temper of the barber’s 
skull, if he should presume to set his nose within the apartment. 

The jailer, who little expected such a reception, concluded that 
the poor gentlewoman had actually lost her wits, and retreated with 
precipitation, leaving tlie door o])en as he wont out ; upon which 
Pickle, gathering up the particulars of his dress with great despatch, 
crammed them into Pallet s arms, and taking notice that now the 
cofkst was clear, exhorted him to follow his footsteps to the gate, 
where a hackney-coach stood for his reception. There being no 
time for hesitation, the painter took his advice ; and without quitting 
the utensil, which in his hurry he forgot to lay down, sallied out in 
the rear of our hero, with all that 'wildness of terror and impatience 
which may be reasonably supposed to take possession of a man who 
flies from perpetual imprisonment. Such was the tumult of hia 
agitation, that his faculty of thinking was for the present utterly 
overwhelmed, and he saw no object but his conductor, whom he 
followed by a sort of instinctive impulse, without regarding tile 
keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed with his clothes under one 
arm, and his chamber-pot brandished above hia* head, were con- 
founded, and eyen dismayed, at the strange apparition. 

During tho wh&le course of this irruption, he c^sed not to cry, 
with groat vociferation, Drive, coachman, drive, in the name of 
God ! ” and the carriage had proceeded the length of a whole street 
before ke manifested the least sign of reflection, but stared like the 
Gorgon’s head, witii his mouth wide open, and each particular hair 
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crawling and twining like an Inimated serpent. At length, however, 
he began to recover the usofof his senses, and asked i( Peregrine 
thought him now out of all danger of being retaken. This unrelent- 
ing wag, not yet satisfied |vith the affliction he had imposed upon 
the Bufforor, answered, \^th an air of doubt and concern, that he 
hoped they would not bo overtaken, and j^ayed to God they might 
nob bo retarded by a stop of carriages. Pallet fervently joined in 
this supplication ; and they advanced a few yards farther, when the 
noise of a coach at full speed hchind them invaded their ears ; and 
Pickle, having looked out of the window, withdrew his head in 
seeming confusion, and exclaimed, “ Lord, have mercy upon us ! I 
wish that may not bo a guard sent after us. Methinks I saw the 
muzzle of a fusil sticking out of tho coach.” The i)aintor, hearing 
these tidings, th.'ib instant thrust himself half out at tho window, 
ivitlihis helmet still in his haiul, hollo whig bo the coachman, as loud 

as he could roar, “Drive, d ye, drive to the gates of Jericho and 

the ends of the earth ! Drive, you ragamulfin, you rascallion, you 
hell-hound ! — drive us to the pit of liell, rather than we should be 
taken ! ” * ** 

Such a phantom could not pass without attracting the curiosity 
of the people, who ran to their doors and windows, in order to behold 
this object of admiration. With tho same view, that coach, which 
was supposed to be in pursuit of him ; stopped just as the winder, 
of each happened to be opposite ; and Pallet, looking behind, and 
seeing three me^n standing upon the footboard armed With canes, 
which his fear converted into fusils, never doubted that his 
friend’s suspicion was just, bub, shaking his Jordan at the imagi- 
nary guard, swfU’o he would sooner die than part with his precious 
ware. Tlie owner of tlie coach, wlio was a nobleman of tho first 
quality, mistook him for some unhap}>y woman deprived of her 
senses : and, ordering his coachman to j)roceod, convinced tho 
fugitive, to his infinite joy, that this ^as no more than a false 
alarm. He was not, for all tliat, freed from anxiety and trepida- 
tion ; but our young gentleman, fearing his brain would not boar 
a repetition of tho same joke, permitted him to gain his own 
lodgings without farther molestation. 

His landlady, meeting liim on tho stair, w^as so affected at his 
appearance, that she screamed aloud, and betook herself to flight ; 
while ho, cursing her with gi’eat bitterness, rushed into the apart- 
ment to the* doctor, who, insteail of receiving him with cordial 
embraces, and congratulating him upon his deliverance, gave 
evident tokens of umbrage and discontent ; and even plainly told 
him, he hoped to have hcKird that he and Mr. Pickle had abted tho 
glorious part of Cato ; an event which would have laid tho foun- 
dation of such noble struggles, as could not fail to end in happiness 
and freedom ; and that lie had already made some progress in an 
ode that would have immortalised their names, and inspired tho 
flame of liberty in every honest breast. •“ There,” said ho, “I 
would have proved, that great talents, and high soutimonts of 
liberty, do reciprocally produco and assist each oth^r ; and 
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illustrated my assertions with such m tes and quotations from the 
Greek wrikars, as would have opener the eyes of the most blind 
and nnthinkinf^, and touched the most calloiis and obdurate lieart. 

* O fool 1 to think the man, whose amjxe mind must grasp what- 
ever yonder stars survey Pray, Mr. Pallet, what is your opinion 
of that imago of the mind’s grasping the whole universe ? For my 
own part, I can’t help thinking it the most happy conception that 
ever entered my imagination. 

The painter, wdio was not such a flaming enthusiast in tho cause 
of liberty, could not brook tho doctor’s reflections, which he 
thought savoured a little too much of indifference and deficiency in 
point of private friendship ; and therefore seized the present 
opportunity of mortifying his pride, by observing, that tho imagri 
was, without all doubt, very grand and magnificent ; but that he 
had been obliged for the idea to Mr. Bayes in “ Tho Rehearsal,” 
who values himself upon the same tigure, conveyed in these words, 
“But all these clouds, when by tlio eye of reason grasp’d,” &c. 
Upon any other occasion, the painter would have triumphed 
greatly in tliis detection ; Init such was tho flutter and c<'afusion 
of his spirits, under tho apprehension of being retaken, tiiat, with- 
out farther communication, ho retreated to his own room, in order 
to resume his own dress, which lie hoped would alter his appear- 
Wico in such a maimer as to baffle all s(‘arch and examination ; 
^vhile ill 0 physician remained ashamed and abashed, to find him- 
self convicted of bombast by a person of such contotnptiblo talents. 
He Was offended at tliis proof of his memory, and so much enraged 
at his presumption in exhibiting it, that he couhl never forgive his 
want of reverence, and took every opportunity of exposing his 
ignorance and folly in the se»]uel. Indeed, tlio tics of private 
affection were too \vcak to engage the heart of this republican, 
whoso zeal for the conimunity had entirely swallowed up his 
concern for individuals. ‘He looked ujion particular friendship 
as a passion unw’orthy of his iimplo soul, and was a professed 
admirer of L. Manlius, Junius Brutus, and those later patriots of 
the same name, who shut their ears .against the cries of nature, 
and resisted ail the dictates of gratitude and humanity. 


Chap. XliVTIT.— Pallet coiic«'ivefl a hearty Contempt for his Fellow-traveller, and attnehca 
himself to Fickle, who, neverthcleas, pereecutes him with his nilPA'hicvous Talent upon 
the Iwoad to Flanders. 

In the mean time, liis companion, having employefi divers pailfuls of 
water, in cleansing himself from the squalor of a jail, submitted his 
face to the batbof, tinged his cye-brows with a sable hue, and, being 
dressed in his own clothes, ventured to visit Peregrine, who was still 
under the hands of his v^lct-de-chambre, and who gave him to under- 
stand that his escape had been connivad at, and that the condition 
of their deliverance was their departure from Paris in three days. 

Tho jiaintcr was transported with joy, when he learned that he 
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ran no risk of being retaken I and, far from repining at the terms 
of his enlargement, would have willingly set out on hif return to 
England that same aftcrii|ou ; for the Bastille had made such jin 
impression upon him, that he started at the sound of every eoaclu 
and turned pale at the sijht of a French soldier. In the fulness of 
his heart, lie complained of the doctf)r’s indifference, and related 
what had passed at their meeting witli evident marks of resent- 
ment and disrespect ; which were •not at all diminished, when 
Joltcr informed him of the physician’s boliaviour wdien he sent for 
him, to confer about the means of abridging their c(nifinement. 
Pickle himself was incensed at his want «>f bowels ; and, perceiving 
how mucli ho had sunk in the o]hiiion f>f his fellow'-traveller, 
resolved to encourage tlieso sentiments of disgust, and occasionally 
foment ilie division to a downright (luarrol, which he foresaw 
would produce some diversion, and perhaps expose the Y^oet’a 
character in sucli a light, as would elfcctiially punish him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. With this view, be levelled several 
satirical jokes at tlie doctor’s pedantry and want of taste, which 
had appeared so conspicuous in the fpiotations he had got by hearl, 
from ancient authors ; in his affected disdain of the best pictures 
in the world, which, had he been endowed with the least share of 
discernment, lie could not have beliold with such insensibility^ 
and, lastly, in bis ridiculous ban(j[uet, which none but an egregious 
coxcomb, devoid of all elegance and sense, would have ix^^epared, or 
presented to rational beings. In a word, our young goiitlj^man. 
played the artillery of his W'it against him with such success, that 
the iiaiutor seemed to wake from a dream, and went home with the 
most hearty contempt for the person he had formerly adored. 

Instead of using the privilege of a friend, to enter his apartment 
without coremoiiy, he sent in his servant -with a me.ssagc, import- 
ing, that he intended to set out from Paris the next day, in com- 
pany with Mr. Ihcklo ; and desiring to kno^v whether or not he 
was, 01* would be, prepared for the journey. The doctor, struck 
Avith the manner as avcU as the matter of tJiis intimation, went 
immediately to Pallet’s room, and demanded to know the cause of 
such a. sudden dotejmiiiation without his privity or concurrence; 
and when ho understood the necessity of their affairs, rather than 
travel by himself, he ordered his baggage to be packed up, and 
signified his j’eadiiicss to conform to the emergency of the case ; 
though he w^as not at all pleased with the cavalier behaviour of 
Pallet, to whom ho threw out some hints of his own importance, 
and the immensity of his condosconsioii in favouring him with 
such marks of regard. But by this time these insinuations had 
lost their effect upon the painter, Avho told him, with an arch 
sneer, that he did not at all question his Icarniaig* and abilities, 
and particularly his skill in cookery, which he should never forget 
while his palate retained its function ; bpt nevertheless advised 
him, for the sake of the degenerate eaters of thes days, to spare a 
little of his sal ammoniac in the next sillykicaby he should 
prepare ; and abate somewhat of the devil’s dung, which Ite had so 
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plentifully, crammed into the roasted (mis, unless hh had a mind to 
convert hie guests into patients, ivith a view of licking himself 
whole for tho expense of tho enteitainnipnt. 

The physician, nettled at these sarcaspis, eyed hinCi with a l6ok 
of indignation and disdain j and, being unwilling to express him- 
self in English, lest, in the course of the altercation, Pallet should 
be so much inflated as to depart without him, he vented his anger 
in (h*eek. The painter, tlioiigh by the sound ho supposed tliis 
quot»ation to be Greek, comidimcnted his friend upon his knowledge 
in the Welsh language, and found means to rally him quite out of 
temper ; so that he retired to his own chamber in the utmost wrath 
and mortification, and left his antagonist exulting over the victory 
ho had won. 

While these things passed between these originals. Peregrine 
W'aitcd upon the ambassador, whom he thanked for his kind inter- 
position, acknowledging the indiscretion of his own conduct with 
such appearance of Cfuuiction and x>romi8ea of reformation, that 
hirf excellency freely forgave him for all the trouble He had been 
put to on his account, fortified him with sensible advices, and, 
assuring him of his continual favour and friendship, gave him, at 
parting, letters of iiitrocl action 1o soveial persons of quality belong- 
4 aig to the British court. 

Thus distinguished, our young gentleman took leave of all his 
French and sxient the evening witl^ some of those 

whothad enjoyed the greatest share of his intimacy and confidence ; 
while Jolter superintended his domestic concerns, and with infinite 
joy bespoke a post-chaise and horse, in order to convey him from a 
place where ho lived in continual axqirehenBion of suirering by the 
dangerous disposition of hia pupil. Everything being adjusted 
according to their plan, they and their fellow -travoUors next day 
dined together, and about *ft»ur in tho aftornoon took their depar- 
ture in two chaises, escorted by^ the valet^-de-chambro, Pipes, and 
the doctor’s lacipiey on horseback, well fiuTiished with arms and 
ammunition, in case of being attacked by robbers on the road* 

Tt was about eleven o’clock at night when they arrived at Senlis, 
which was the jdace at which they iiroposed'* to lodge, and where 
.they were obliged to knock the peoxilc of the inn, before ttiey 
could have their siqipor prepared. All the provision in the house 
was but barely sufficient to furnish one indifferent msal : however, 
the painter consoled himself for the quantity with the quality of 
tho dishes, one of which was a fricassee of rabbit, a preparation 
that ho valued alxive all the dainties that ever smoked upon the 
table of tho sumptuous Heliogabalus. * 

He had no sooner expressed himself to this effect, than our 
who was almost ^incessantly laying traps for diversion at his neigh>« 
boor’s expense, laid hold on the declaration ; and, recollecting tho 
st^ of Scipio and the muleteer in Gil Bias, resolved to pefpemtd 
a jo^a upon the stomach of Pallet, wHich seembd pftitioul«vV 
disposed to a hearty supper. He, accordingly, digested his plan i 
am company .being seated at table, slTected to gaae 
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pecttliftr eagerness at the psjhter, who had hel]ped hims^tf to a large 
portion of the fricassee, and began to swallow it with indnite relish. 
FaUefc, notwithstanding the keenness of his appetite, could not 
help taking notice of Pickle’s demeanour ; and, making a short 
pauSQ in the exercise of Tiis grinders, ** You are surprised, said ho, 
to see me make so much despatch ; but I was extremdy 


and this is one of the best fricassees I ever tasted : 


riy Jiungiy, 

the French are 


veiy expert in these dishes, that I must allow ; and, upon my con- 
science, I would never desire to eat a more delicate rabbit than this 
that lies upon my plate.” 

Peregrine made no other reply to this encomium, tlian the repeti- 
tion of the word with a note of admiration, and such a 

significant shake of the head, as effectually alarmed tJie other, who 
instantly suspended the action of his jaws, and, with the morsel 
half chewed in hia mouth, stared round him with a certain stolidity 
of apprehension, which is easier conceived than described ; until 
his eyes encountered the countenance of Thomas Pipes, who, being 
instinictedf^and posted opposite to him for the occasion, exhittited 
an arch grin, tliat completed the painter’s disorder. Afraid of 
swallowing hia mouthful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other 
way, he sat some time m a most disticsscd state of suspense ; and 
being (piestioned by Mr Jolter touching his calamity, made^ 
violent eflbrb of the nuisdea of Ins gullet, which with diflbculty 
performed tlieir ; and then, with great confusion ahti concern, 
asked if Mr. Pickle susjiected the rabbit's identity. The young 
gentleman, assuming a mysterious air, protended ignorance of the 
matter, observing that ho was apt to suspect aU dishes of that 
kind, since he had been informed of the tricks which were coui- 
mouly played at inns in France, Italy, and Spain ; and recounted 
that passage in Gil Bias, which we have hinted at above ; saying, 
he did not pretend to be a connoisseur in animals, but the logs of 
the creature which composed that fricassee did not, in his opinion, 
resemble those of the rabbits he had usually seen. This observa- 
tion had an evident effect upon the features of the painter, who, 
with certain signs of loathing and astonishment, exclaimed, “ Lord 
Jesus I ” and appesjed to Pipes for a discovery of the truth, by 
asking if he knew anything of the affair. Tom very gravely 
replied, '‘that he did suppose the food was wholesome enough, 
for ho nad ^en the skin and feet of a special ram-cat, new flayed, 
hanging upon the door of a sin«ill pantry adjoining to the kitchen.” 

Before this sentence was uttered, Pallet's belly soemod to move 
in ^utact with his back-bone, his colour changed, no part but the 
whites of hia eyes wore to bo seen, he dropped hia lower jaw, and, 
fixing his hands in his sides, retched with such convulsive agonies, 
aniased and disconcerted the whole comp^l!ly^ and wh^ aug- 
mented his disorder, was the tenacious retention of the amnach, 
absolutely refused to part with its contents, notwithstanding 
tha enoigy of his abhorrsnoe, whlrii l^rew him into a coUSLaweat, 
and slmosb into a swoon. 

alsrmad at hU condition, assured him iPwaa # genuine 
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rabbit, an(^ tliat he had tutored Pipjs to say otherwise for the 
joke’s sake. But this confession he considered as a friendly artifice 
of Pickle’s compassion, and therefore it had little eftect ujjon his 
constibulion. I3y the assistance, however, of a large bumper of 
brandy, his spirits Avero recruited, and his recollection so far re- 
covered, that he WHS able to declare, with divers coiitortions of 
face, that the dish had a particular rankness of taste, which he 
had imputed partly to the natlire of the French coney, and jjartly 
to tlie composition of their sfiuces ; then ho inveighed against tlio 
infamous practices of Frencli publicans, attributing such impositiem 
to their oppressive g<n"crnmenl-, which [kept them so necessitous, 
that they Avere tempted to exercise all manner of knavery upon 
their unwary guests. 

Jolter, Avho could not find in his heart to let slip any oiiporturiity 
of speaking in favour of the French, told him, tliat he was a very 
great stranger to their ])()lice ; else he Avould knoAV, that if, upon 
information to the magistrate, it should ajipoar that any traveller, 
nattve or foreigm*r, had been imposed upon or ill-twated by a 
pubJicaii, the oiVender Avould bo iuiinediatcly obliged to shut up his 
house ; and if his behaviour had been notorious, lie himself would 
be sent to the galleys, Avithout the least hesitation : “and as for the 
■liisli which has been made the occasion of your present discu*dei‘,” 
said ho, “ I A\ill take upon me to affirm it Avas prcjiared of a 
genuine r.^)bit, Avhicli Avas skinned in my jireseiico ; and, in con- 
linnsybion Of what J assert, though such fricassebs are not tlie 
favourites of my taste, J will eat a part of tliis Avithout scruple.” 

So saying, he sAvalloAved several mouthfuls of the (piestioiied 
coney, and Pallet seemed to eye it again Avith inclination ; nay, ho 
even resumed his knife and fork : and being just on the point of 
applying them, Avas seized Avitli another <iualm of aiiprohonsion, 
that broke out in an cxclaFiatitm of, “After all, Mr. Jolt.:r, if it 
should be a real ram-cat i Lord have mercy upon mo ! here is one 
of tlio claws.” With these Avords ho presented the tip of a toe, of 
which Pipes had snipped off five or six from a duck that was 
roasted, and purposely scattered them in the fricassee : and the 
governor could iK)t behold this testimonial ^without systems of 
uneasiness and remorse ; so that lie and the painter sat silenced 
and abashed, and made faces at each other, Avhile the jihysician, 
who liattxi them both, exulted over their affliction, bic(|Jing them bo 
of good cheer, and proceed with their meal ; for ho AA^as ready to 
demonstrate, tJiat the flesli of a cat Avas as nourishing and delicious 
as veal or mutton, provided they could proA'^o tliat the said cat was 
not of the boar kind, and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, or even 
confined its carnivorous appetite to rats and mice, Avliich he aifirnicd 
to bo dainties* (A! exquisite taste ciiid flavour. Ho saiil, it was a 
vulgar mistake to think that all llesh-devouring creatures AA^ero 
unlit to bo eaten : witness the consumption of swine and ducks, 
animals that delight in carnage as w«ll as fish, and prey upon 
each other, and feed on bait and camon ; together with tlio demand 
for boarf of which the best hams in the world are made. Ho then 
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observed that the negroes orl the coast of Guinea, who are healthy 
and vigorous pcojdc, prefer tats and dogs to all othcr*fare ; and 
mentioned from history several sieges, during which the inhabitants, 
who were blocked up, lived upon these animals, and had recourse 
evou to humaji ll(ish, wlvich, to his certain knowledge, was in all 
respects preferable to pf»ik ; for, in the course of his studies, he 
had, for the experiment’s Kiko, eaten a steak cut from the buttock 
of a person who had been hanged. • 

This dissertation, far from comiK)siiig, increased the disquiet in 
the stoinaclia of the governor and painter, who, hearing the last 
illustration, turned their eyes u])on the orator, at the same instant, 
with looks of horror and disgust ; and the one mntteriiig the term 
“cannibal,” and the other i>ronouncing the word “ abf)iniiiatioii,” 
they rose from table in a great hurry, and running towards another 
apartment, jostled witli such violcnc».‘ in the passage, that both 
were overturned by the shock, which also contributed to the etibet 
of their nausea, that mutually defiled them as they lay. 


Cii.vr. XT<IX. — Nor is the Physician Paci cd from lustliuicule — They reach Anas, whrreour 
Adventurer engages in l*lay with two Freiuli ORlcera, wlio, next Moimng. the Land 
lord an interesiing I’roof of lludr Imporlance. 

The doctor remained sullen and dejected during the whole journey : 
nob hilt that ho a..lempted to recover his iniportauco by haranguing 
upon the Roman highways, when Mr. Jolter dcsiretl the comjiauy 
to take notice of the fine pavement wliich they travelled from 
Piiris into Flanders ; but Pallet, wlm thought he had now gained 
the ascendency over the }>hysician, exerted himself in maintaining 
the smieriority he had ac([iiired, by venting various sarcasms upon 
his self-conceit and aflectatioii of learning, and even uttering puns 
an<l conundrums ujion the remarks wliich the republican retailed. 
When ho talked of the Flaiiiinian Way, the painter questioned if 
it was a better pavement than the Flominiau Way on which they 
travelled : and the doctor having observed, that this iM>ad was 
made for the convcnicnco of drawing the French arlillery into 
Flanders, 'which was often the seat of war, his competitor in wit 
replied, with intinite vivacity, “There are more great guns than 
the French kiiig knows of drawn along this causeway, doctor.” 

Eucoumged i)y tlio success of tliese efforts, which tickled the 
imagination of ^Trilter, and drew siuilos (as he imagined) of appro- 
bation from our hero, he sported in many other cquloofiue^ of the 
same nature ; and at dinner, told the physician, that he w'as like 
the root of the tongue, as being cursedly down in the mouth. 

By this time, such was the animosity subsisting 'bc’t'w^eeu these 
quondam friends, that they never conversed together, except with a 
view of exposing each other to the ridicule or contempt of their fel- 
low-travellers. The doctor was at great pains to point out the folly 
and ignorance of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the same manner by the j>ainter, to take notice ®f the 

o 
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physician’s want of manners and taJ o. Pickle pretended to ac- 
quiesce irf the truth of their mutuaF severity, which, indeed, was 
extremely just ; and by malicious insinuations blow up their con- 
tention, with a view of bringing it to open hostility. Bub both 
seemed so averse to deeds of mortal purpose, that for a long time 
hia arts were baffled, and ho could not spirit them up to any pitch 
of resentment higher than scurrilous repartee. 

Before they reached x\rras, ^thc city gates were shut, so that they 
wore obliged to take up their lodgings at an indifferent house in 
the suburbs, where they found a couple of French offleers, who 
had also rode post from Paris so far on their way to Lisle. These 
geiitleiiieu wore about tlio age of thirty, and their deportment 
distinguished by such an air of insolence, as disgusted our hero, 
who, nevertheless, accosted them politely in tlie yard, and proposed 
that they should su]» together. They thanked him for the honour 
of his invitation, which, liowovcr, they declined u])on pretence of 
having ordered something for themselves ; but promised to wait upon 
hipi and his company imimMliately .after their re])ast. 

This they accordingly perhjrmed ; and after having* drunk a few 
glasses of Burgundy, one of bhoni asked, if the young gentleman 
\voiild, for pastime, take a hand at quadrille. Peregrine easily 
divined the meaning of this proposal, which was imule with no 
""other view than that of fleecing him and his fellow-travcdlem ; for 
hewell^new to what shifts a subaltern in the French service is 
reduced, in order to maintain the appearance of gentleman, and 
hacf reason to believe that most of them were sharpers from their 
youth • but, as ho depended a good deal iqion his own ])eiietratiou 
and address, he gratified the stranger’s desire ; and a party was 
instantly formed of the jiainter, tlio physician, the proposer, and 
himself, the other ofiiccr having professed himself utterly ignorant 
of the game ; yet, in the cjiurse of the play, he took his station at 
the back of Pickle’s chair, wliicli was opjiosito to his friend, on 
pretence of amusing himself with seeing his manner of conducting 
the cards. Tlie yiiulli was not such a imvice but that he perceived 
the design of this tialpable i>iece of behaviour, which, notwith- 
standing, he ovcrhiokod for the ]iroscnt, with a view of ffatteritig 
their hopes in the beginning, that they might bo the more effectually 
punished by their discappointiiient in the end. 

The game was scarce begun, when, by the reflection of a glass, 
ho discerned the officer .at his back making signs to* his conipanitm, 
who, by these preconcerted gestures, was perfectly informed of the 
contents of Peregrine’s hand, and, of consequence, fortunate ill 
the course of pLay. Thus they wore allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
theii’ dexterity, until their money amounted to some louis ; when 
our young genfleman, thinking it high time to do himself justice, 
signified in very polite terms to the gentleman who stood behind 
him, that ho could never play wdth ease and deliberation when he 
was i)verlooked by any bystander, and begged that he w'ould have the 
goodness to }>e seated. ^ 

As Ibis was a reinonstraiico wliich the stranger could not, with 
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any show of breeding, resist! he asked pardon, and retired to the 
chair of the physician, who traukiy told him, that it was not the 
fashion of hia country for one to submit his hand to the perusal of 
a spectator ; and when, in consequence of this rebuff, ho wanted to 
quarter himself upon the, painter, he was refused by a wave of tile 
hand, and shako of the head, with an exclamation of ixirdomez 
moi 1 which was repeated with such emphasis, as disconq^osed his 
effrontery ; and ho found himself o^iged to sit down in a state of 
mortilication. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune prooeoded in her usiud 
channel ; and though the Frenchman, deprived of hivS ally, 
endeavoured to practise divers strokes of finesse, the rest of the 
company observed him with such vigilance and caution, as baffled 
all his attempts, and in a very little time he was ecunpelled to part 
with his winning : but, having engage' 1 in the matcli with an 
intention of taking all advantages, wtielhor fair or unfair, that hia 
superior skill should give him over the Knglishmaii, the money was 
not refunded witliout a thousand ilisputes, in the course of which ho 
essayed to fntimidato his antagonist with higli wH)rd8, which were 
retorted by our hero with such iuLovost fis convinced him that he 
had uiistaken his man, and persuaded him to make his I'otreat in 
quiet. Indeed, it was not without oau&o that they repined at the 
bad succoas of tlicir enterprise ; because, in all likclilioud, they had 
nothing to depend upon for the present but their own industry* and 
know not how to defray their expenses on the road, except by some 
acquisition of this kind, ** 

Next iiionung they rose at daybreak, and rosi^lving to anticipate 
their fellow-loclgora, bespoke post-horses as soon as they could bo 
admitted into the city ; so that, when our company appeared, their 
beasts were ready in the yard, and they only waited to discuss the 
bill, wliicli tliey had onlercd to be made out. Tlio landlord of the 
inn presented his carte with fear and*hrombUng to uno of those 
ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye upon the sum total, 
than he discharged a volley of dreadful oaths, and asked if the king's 
orticei’s wore to be treated in that manner The poor publican pro- 
tested, with great humility, that he liad the utmost respect for his 
majesty, and everything that belonged to him ; and that, far from 
consulting his own interest, all that he desired was, to bo barely 
indemmflo<l for the expense of their lodging. 

This condcocension seemed to have no other etteet than that of 
encouraging their arrogance. They bwoio Ids extortion should be 
explained to the oominandant of the town, who would, by making 
him a public example, teach other innkeepers howto behave towards 
men of honour ; autl threatened with such coniideiice of indignation, 
that the wretched landlord, dreading thecoiisocjuenco of their wrath, 
implored pardon in the most abject manner, bc^gging, with many 
siipplications, that he might have the pleasure of lodging them at 
hia dwn charge. This was a favour which he with great difficulty 
obtained : they chid him sevA-ely for his imposition ; exhorted him 
to have more regard for his own conscience, as well as for the 
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cnnvouit'ncc of his guests ; aucl, cautionmghim in particular, touching 
his beliavihiir to the gentlemen of the'arrny, mounted their horses, 
and rode oil* in great state, leaving him veiy thankful for having so 
successfully appeased the choler of two oflicors, who wanted either 
inclination or ability to pay their bill ; fer experience had taught 
him to bo a})])rehensivo of all such travellers, wlio commonly lay the 
landlord under contribution, by way of atonement for the extrava- 
gance of his demands, even aftor he has professed his willingness to 
entertain them on their own terms. 


Chat. L. -lVvpj'rinp i.'.orjili/iM thoir Behaviour, which is condemned hy (ho Doctor, 

•and defended by the Oovi rnnr - 'rh“V unive in Mifeiy at Taslc, iliiie ntian Ordinaiy, visit 

the Citadel— The I’liybiciau quaiicls wiih a Koith Briton, who is put in Ancst. 

These honourable adventurers being gone, Peregrine, who was 
present during the transaction, informed liimself of the particulars 
fnvTi the mouth of the innkeei»er himself, who took Heaven and 
the saints tc^ witness, that ho should have been a loser 1^ their cus- 
tom, even if the bill had been jiaid . boeaiisi^ he was on his guard 
against their objections, and had charged every aviicle at an under 
price : but such was the authoiily »)f ollicors in France, that lie durst 
^^'hoL dispute the least circumstanco of their will ; for, had the case 
come the cngiiizaiico of the magistrate, ho must, in course, 

have sullcred by the maxims of their govern inent, ^vhich never fail 
to abet the oppression of the army ; and, liesides, run tlio risk of 
incurring their tuturc resentment, which would be sulHcient to ruin 
him from toj) to bottom. 

Our hero lioilod with indignation at this inslaiioo of injustice and 
arliitrary power ; and, turning to Ids governor, asked, if this too 
was a proof of the liappincvss enjoyed by the French peoiile. Jolfor 
replied, that every liuinad constitution must, in some things, be 
imperfect; and owned, that, in this kingdom, gentlemen were 
more countenanced than the vulgar, because it was to be presumed 
that their own soiitimeiits of honour and superior cjualiti cations 
would entitle Ihciii to this pre-eminence, which had also a retro- 
spective view to the incut of their anoestofs, in consideration of 
which they were at first oniioblcd ; but lie afhrnied, tliat tlie inn- 
keeper had misrepresentod the magistracy, wdiich, in France, never 
failed to punish flagrant outrages and abuse, without respect of 
persona. 

The painter approved of the wi.sdom of the French government, 
in bridling the insolence of fho mob, by whicli, he assured thorn, 
he had often suflerod in Ida ow'ii jierson ; having been often be- 
spattered byh^ckney coachmen, jostled by draymen and porters, 
and reviled, in the most opprobrious terms, by the watermen of 
London, where he had once lost his bag and a considerable quan- 
tity of iiair, which haJ been cut. off Ijy some rascal in his passage 
through Ludgate, during the lord mayor’s procession. On the 
other t^and, the doctor with great warmth alleged, that those oflicers 
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ought to suffer death, or banishment at least, for ha viiigp plundered 
the peo))le in this manner, -which was bo impudent and barefaced as 
plainly to prove they were certain of escaping with impunity, and 
that they were old offenders in the same degree of delinquency. Ho 
said, that the greatest man in Athens would have been condemned 
to perpetual exile, and seen his estate confiscated for jiublic use, 
had he dared in .such a licentious niijnnor to violate the rights of a 
fellow- citizen ; and, as for the little affronts ti; which a man may be 
subject from the petulance of the multitude, he looked upon them 
as glorious indications of liberty, which ought not to be repressed ; 
and would at any time rejoice to find luniKclf overthrown in a kennel 
by the insolence of a son of freedom, even though the fall sJiould 
cost him a limb ; adding, by way of lilll^t^ation, that the greatest 
pleasure he ever enjoyed, was in seeing dustman wilfully overturn 
a gentleman’s coach, in which ' wo ladies were bruised, even to the 
danger of their lives. Pallet, shocked at tlie extravagance of this 
declaration, “If tliat be the case,” said he, ‘*1 wish you may see 
every bone hi your body broken by the first carman you meet in the 
streets of lionclon.” 

This argument being discussed, and the reckoning discharged 
without any deduction, altliough ilie landlord, in stating the 
articles, had an eye to the loss he had sustained by hi^ own country 
men, they departed from Anas, ami arrived in safely a*- Lisle, 
about two o’chick in the afternoon. 

l^hey had scarce taken possession of their lodgings, in a large 
hotel on the Graudp Vlacc, when the innkeeper gave thorn to 
understand that he kejit an oi’dinary below, which -was frefiuented 
by several English gentlemen who ro.sulod in town, and that dinner 
was tlicii upon the table. Peregrine, who seized all opportunities 
of observing new characters, persuaded his company to dine in 
public ; ami they were accordingly con(tucted to the place, where 
tliey found a mixture of Scotch and Dutcli oflicerR, who had come 
from Holland to learn their exercises at the academy ; and some 
gentlemen in the French sorvico, who were upon garrison duty iu 
the citadel. Among these last was a peisou about the age of 
fifty, of a remarkably genteel air and polite address, dignified 
with a Maltese cross, and distingiii.shed by the particular vene- 
ration of all tluLSo who knew him. When he uiider.stt.od that 
Pickle and ]i*s friends were travellers, ho accosted the ^outh in 
English, which he spoke tolerably well ; and a.s they were strangera, 
offered to attend tliem iu the afternoon to all the places worth 
seeing in Lisle. Our hero ihankcMl him for his excess of polite- 
ness, which, he s/lid, was peculiar to the French nation ; and, 
struck with liis engaging appearance, industriously, courted his 
conversation, iu the course of which he learnett, 'that this cheva- 
lier was a man of good sense and groat experience, that he was 
perfectly well aetjuaiuted with the greatest part of Europe, Imd 
lived some years in England® and was no stranger to the constitu- 
tion and genius of that people. 

Having dinod, and drunk to tho healths of the EngliSh and 
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Froncli kiea'^^a, tvA'o /irtcren were called, in one of which the knight, 
with one of his coiiipiiiiions, the governor, and Peregrine, seated 
tliemselvoB, the other being occupied by the physician, Pallet, and 
t-wu Scottish ollicers, who proposed to sccompany them in their 
circuit. The hist place they visited was the citadel, round the 
raiuiiarts of which they walked, under the conduct of the knight, 
\vh(^ explained with great accuracy the inboiition of every parti- 
cular lortilicaiion belonging to that seemingly impregnable for- 
tress ; and when they liad satisfied their curiosity, took coach 
again, in order to view the arsenal, which stands in another 
qu.’irfccr of tlie town ; but, just as Ihcklo’s carriage had crossed 
the promenade, ho heard his own name bawled aloud by tho 
painter ; and, ordering the Jiar.rf' to stop, saw Pallet, with one 
half of liis body thrust out at the window of the other coach, 
crying, with a terrified look, “Mr. Pickle, Mr. Pickle, for the love 
of (lod ! halt, and prevent bloodshed, else here will be carnage 
and cutting of throats.” Peregrine, surprised at this pxelaniatiuii, 
ijnmediatoly alighted, and, advancing to the other vehicle, found 
one of theiJ’ military companions standing upon the ground, at the 
fartlier side of the coach, witli his sword drawn, and fury in his 
countenaneo ; and tho [diysician, with a quivering lij? and haggard 
'^aspect, struggling with the other, w'ho had interj)osed in the (piarrel, 
and detajl/ied him in his ])lace. 

Our young gentleman, upon inquiry, found that this animosity 
liad* sprung from a dispute that happened upon the ramiiarts, 
touching the strength of the fortiheation, which the doctor, 
according to custom, under valued, because it was a modern work ; 
saying, that by tlic help of the military engines used among the 
ancients, and a few tliousands of pioneers, ho would engage to 
take it in less tlian ten days after lie should sit dow'ii before it. 
The J^orth Briton, who '^as as groat a pedant as the physician, 
having studied fortilicaiion, and made liimself master of CoBsar’s 
(Joininentarics and Polybius, with the observations of Folard, 
affirmed, that all the methods of besieging practised by tho ancients 
would bo utterly incllectual against such a plan as that of the 
cit^idel of Lisle ; and began to compare the aggeres, arietes^ 

scorpiones, and catapnltm of the liomans, witli the trenches, mines, 
batteries, and mortars used in the present art of war. The re- 
publican, finding himself attacked upon what ho thoi^rht his strong 
side, summoned all his learning to his aid ; and, describing the 
famous siege of Plateau, happened to misquote a passage of 
Thucydides, in which he was coiTocted by the other, who, having 
been educated for tho church, was also a connoisseur in the Greek 
language. The, doctor, incensed at being detected in siich a 
blunder in tho presence of Pallet, wdio, he knew, would promulgate 
his shame, told the officer, with great arrogance, that Kis objection 
was frivolous, and that he must not pretend to dispute on i^ese 
matters with one who had considered them with the utmost acoumey 
and care. His antagonist, piqued at this supercilious insinuation, 
replied^ with great heat, that for aught he knew, the doctor might 
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bo a very export apothecai'y, but that in tho art of war, and 
knowledge of the Greek tongue, he was no other than efti ignorant 
pretender. 

This asseveration produced an answer full of virulence, including 
a national reflection upoif tho soldier’s conntiy ; and the contention 
rose to mutual abuse, when it was suppressed by the admonitions 
of the other two, who begged they w^ould not expose themselves 
in a strange place, but behave tliomSelves like fellow-subjects and 
friends. They accordingly ceased reviling each other, and the 
affair ivas seemingly forgot ; but after they liad resumed their 
places ill the coach, tlie painter unfortunately asked the moaning 
of the word tortiae^ which ho had heard them mention among the 
Homan iiiiplomonts of war. This quesikm was answered by the 
physician, who described the nature of this expedient so little to 
the satisfaction of the ofllcer, thnt he contradicted him flatly, in 
the midst of his explanation ; a circumstance which provoked the 
republican to such a degree, that, in the temerity of his ]»assion, 
he uttered. the e]»ithet “impertinent scoundrel;” ivliich was no 
sooner pronounced than tho (lalodoniaii made manual ai>plication 
to his nose, and, leaping <mt of the coach, stood waiting for him on 
the plain ; while bo, the physician, made feeble efforts to join him, 
being easily retained by tlie other soldier ; and Pallet, dreading 
tlio ctmscipieiice in which he himself miglit bo involved, bellowed 
aloud for prevention. 

Our hero enueavuurod to quiet the commotion, by ropresepting 
to the Scot that ho had already taken satisfaction for the injury 
he had received, and tolling tho doctor that he had deserved tho 
chastisement wliicli w-as inflicted upon him ; but tho oflicor, 
encouraged perhaps by tlio confusion of his antagonist, insisted 
upon his asking pardon for what he had said ; and the doctor, 
believing hmismf under the jirotectioy t)f his friend l^ickle, far 
from agreeing to such concession, breathed nothing but defiance 
and revenge ; so that tlie chevalier, in order to prevent mischief, 
})iit the soldier under arrest, and sent him to his lodgings, under 
the care of the other Kroiich genllcman and his own companion ; 
they being also acc<mi])anicd by Mr. .loiter, who, having formeidy 
seen all the curiosities of Lisle, willingly surrendered his place to 
tho physician. 


Orur. LI. — PIcklo enj^aprcH with a Knight of Malta, in a ConveisnliGn upon the En^Mah 
Stage, which i'l followcil by a Dinscrtatluii on tho Thoatr'fi of the Ancients, by the 
Doctor. 

Thb rest of tho company proceeded to the arsenal, which having 
viewed, together with some remarkable churches, they, in their 
return, went to the comedy, and saw the Cid of Corneille tolerably 
tveU represented. In consequence of th’s^ entertainment, the dia- 
Churse at supper turned iq^n dramatic performances ; and all the 
objections of Mons. de Scudery to the jiieco they had seen* acted, 
together with the decision of tlie French Academy, were c^vassed 
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and discussed. The knighfc was a nJin of letters and taste, and 
particular!^ well acquainted with the state of the English stage : 
BO that when the painter boldly pronounced sentence against the 
French manner of acting, on the strength of having frequented a 
Covent Garden club of critics, and been ^ften admitted, by virtue 
of an order, into the pit ; a comparison iminedintely ensued, not 
between the authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom the 
chevalier and Peregrine were no strangers. Our hero, like a good 
Englishman, made no scruple of giving the preference to the per- 
formers of his own country, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine 
impulses of nature, in exhibiting the passions of the human mind ; 
and entered so warmly into the sj>irit of their several parts, that 
they often fancied themselves the very heroes they represented ; 
whereas, the action of the Parisian players, even in their most 
interesting characters, was goner/illy such an extravagance in 
voice and gesture, as is nowhere to bo observed but on the stage. 
To illustrate this a.ssertion, he availed himself of his talent, and 
mimicked the manner and voice of all the principal iperformcrs, 
male and female, belonging to the French comedy, to the odmira- 
tiou of the chevalier, wdio, having complimented him upon this 
surprising modulation, begged leave to dissent in some particulars 
from the opinion he had avowed, 

^ “That you have good actors in England,” .said ho, “it would bo 
unjust absurd in me to deny ; your theatre is adorned by one 
woiqan, whose sensibility and sweetness of vt>iee iif such as I have 
never observed on any other stage ; she has, besides, an elegance 
of jierson find expression of features, that wonderfully adapt lier 
for the most engaging characters of yemr best jdays ; and I must 
freely own that T have been as highly delighted and as deeply 
affected by a Monimia and Pelvidera at London, as ever 1 w>is by 
Cornelia and Clctjpatra at I^aris. Your favourite actor is a surjms- 
ing genius. You can, moreover, boast of several comic actors who 
are perfect masters of buffoonery and grimace ; though, to bo free 
wdth you, 1 think in these qualifications you are excelled by the 
players of Amst<u‘dam. Yet one of your graciosos 1 cannot admire, 
ill all the characters he assumes, llis uttmance is a continual 
sing-song, like the chanting of vespers ; and his action resembles 
that of heaving ballast into the hold of a ship. In his outward 
deportment he seems to have confounded the ideas of dignity and 
insolence of mien ; acts the crafty, cool, designing Crookback, as a 
loud, shallow, blustering Hector; in the character of the mild 
patriot Brutus, loses all temper and decorum ; nay, so ridiculous 
is the behaviour <)f him and Cassius at their interview, that, 
setting foot to foot, and grinning at eacli other, with the aspect of 
two cobblers fciiraged, they thrust their loft sides together, with 
repeated shocks, that the hilts of their swords may clash for the 
entertainment of the avidienco ; as if they were a couple of merry 
andrews, endeavouring to raise the langh of the vulgar, on some 
scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The despair of a great man, who 
falls a f acrifice to the infernal practices of a subtle traitor tht^t 
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enjoyed his confidence, this English -<358opuB represents, Jjy beating 
his own forehead, and bellowing like a bull ; and, indeed, in almost 
all his mosfc interesting scenes, performs such strange shakings of 
the head, and other antic gesticulations, that when 1 fii’st saw him 
act, I imagined the podr man laboured * under that paralytical 
disorder, which is known by the name of St. Vitus’s dance. In 
short, he seems to be a stranger to the more refined sensations of 
the soul, consequently his expression* is of the vulgar kind, and lie 
must often sink under the idea of the poet ; so that ho has recourse 
to such violence of affected agitation, as imposes upon the undis- 
ceniing spectator ; but to the eye of taste, evinces him a mere 
player of that class whom your admin^d Shakspeare justly com- 
pares to Nature’s journeyman tearing a passion to rags. Yet this 
man, in spite of all tliese absurdities, is an admirable Falstaff, 
exhibits the character of the ci;,htii Homy to the life, is reason- 
ably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in the part of Sir John 
Brute, and would be equal to many humorous situations in low 
comedy, wdiich Ids pride will not allow him to undertake. I 
should not have been so severe upon this actor, bad I not seen him 
extolled by his partisans with the most ridiculous and fulsome 
manifestations of praise, even in those very circumstances wherein 
(as I have observed) he chiefly failed, ” 

Pickle, not a little piqued to hoar the qualifications of such a 
celebrated actor in England treated with such freedom .tud dis- 
respect, answered, ivitli some asperity, that the chevalier -was a 
true critic, more industrious in observing the blemishes than in 
acknowledging the excellence of those who fell under his exami- 
nation. 

It was not to ho supposed that one actor coidd shine equally in 
all characters ; and though his (►bsorvatious were uiidcjubtcdly 
very judicioii.s, ho himself could not helf) wondering that soino of 
them had always escaped his notice, though ho had been an 
assiduous frequenter of the playhouse. “The ydayer in question,” 
said ho, “ has, in your own opinion, considerable share of merit in 
the characters of comic life ; and as to the manners of the great 
personages in tragedy, and the operation of the grand passu)ns of 
the soul, I apprehend they may be variously represented, accord- 
ing to the various complexion and cultivation of difforeiit men. A 
Spaniard, for j^xample, though impelled by the same passion, will 
express it very differently from a Frenchman ; and what is looked 
upon as graceful vivacity and address by tlio one, wtiuld be con- 
sidered as importineiico and fojqiery by the other ; nay, so opposite 
is your common deportment from that of some other iiation.s, that 
one of your own countrymen, in the. relation of his traveds, observes, 
that the Persians evon of this ago, when they see ar.y man perfonn 
unuecessary gestures, say ho is either a fool or a Frenchman. The 
standard of demeanour being tluis settled,, a Turk, a Moor, an 
Indian, or inhabitant of any •ouiitry, whose customs and di*es» are 
widely difFereut from ours,' may, in his sentiments, possess all the 
dignity of the human heart, and be inspired by the noblest passion 
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that animc^tes the soul, and yet excite the laughter father than the 
respect of an European spectator. 

“When I first behold your famous Parisian stago-heroine in one 
of her principal parts, her attitudes seemed so violent, and she 
tossed her amis around with such extravagance, that she put nm 
in mind of a windmill under the agitation of a hard gale ; w'hile 
lior voice and features exliibited the lively representation of an 
English scold. The action of* your favourite male performer was, 
ill my opinion, equally unnatural : ho appeared with the affected 
airs of a dancing-master ; at the most pathetic junctures of his fate 
he lifted up his hands above his head, like a tumbler going to vault, 
and si)oko as if hia throat had been obstructed by a hair-brush : yet, 
when I compared their manners with those of the people before 
whom they performed, and made allowance for that exaggeration 
which obtains on all theatres, I w'as insensibly reconciled to their 
method of performance, and 1 could distinguish abundance of merit 
beneath that oddity of appearance.” 

*^l'he chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little iiritated at what ho 
had said, asked pardon for the liberty he had taken in censuring 
the English players ; assuiing him that ho liad an infinite veneia- 
tion for the British learning, genius, and taste, wliich were so 
justly distinguished in the world of lettei’s ; and that, notwith- 
standing the severity of his criticism, he thought the theatre of 
Londoiftmich botttir supplied with aclors than that of Paris. The 
young gentleman thanked him for his polite condescension, at 
W’hich Pallet exulted, saying, with a shake of the head, “I believe 
so, too, monsieur ; ” and the phy.sician, imiiatioiit of the dispute in 
‘ wdiich lie had borne no share, observed, with a supercilious air, that 
the modern .stage was altogethev beneath the notice of one who had 
an idea t>f ancient niagidticoiicc and execution ; that plays ought 
to bo exhibited at the expense of the state, as those of Sophocles 
■were by the Athenians ; and that proper judges should be appointed 
for receiving or rejecting all such ijerformaiices as are offered to the 
public. 

He then described the theatre at Rome, which contained eighty 
thousand spectators; gave them a learned t disquisition into the 
nature of the perstma, or mask, worn by the Roman actors, which, 
he said, was a machine that covered the whole head, furnished on 
the inside with a brazen concavity, that, by rev^berating the 
sound, as it issued from the mouth, raised the voice, so as to render 
it audible to such an extended audience. He explained the differ- 
ence between the saltator and dedamatvr^ one of wJiom acted, 
while the other rehearsed the part ; and from thence took occasion 
to mention Hie perfection of their pantomimes, w'ho were so 
amazingly distihot in the exercise of their art, that a certain prhice 
of Pontus, being at the court of Nero, and seeing one of them 
represent a story, begged him of the emperor, in order to employ 
, him as an interpreter among barbarous nations, whose Hangtia^ge he 
did not understand. Nay, divers cynic philosophers, plfho had 
tiondeiliiied this entertainment unseen, when they chanced to be 
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eye-witnesses of their iidrairable dexterity, expressed)theiibsorrow for 
having so long debarred tlieniselves of such rational enjoyment. 

He dissented, however, from the opinion of Peregrine, who, as a 
proof of their excellence^ had advanced that some of tlie English 
actors fancied themselves the very thing they represented ; and 
recounted a story from Luciim, of a certain celebrated i)antoniime, 
who, in acting the part of Ajax in hi^s frenzy, was transported into 
a real fit of delirium, during which he tore to pieces the clothes of 
that actor who stalked before him, beating the stage with iron shoes, 
in order to increase tlic noise ; snatched an instrument from one of 
the musicians, and broke it over the lioad of him who represented 
Ulysses ; and, running to the consular bench, mistook a couple of 
senators for sheep which were to be slain. The audience applauded 
him to the skies : but so conscious was the mimic of his own extra- 
vagance when ho recovered the use of his reason, that ho actually 
fell sick witli mortification ; and being afterwards desired to re-act 
tile piece, flatly refused to appear in any such character, saying that 
the shortest follies were the best, and that it was sufficient for Mii; 
to have been a madman once in his life. 


Chap. IJI, — An Adventure happerisi to Pipea, in consequence of vihicb Lo *’*■ lismisned 
from Peregrine's tMavict*— 'I’lic whole Company set out for Ghent, in the Diligence -Our 
Hero la cajiUvatcd by a Lady in that Carriage— Interests her spiritual Director Vi liis 
behalf. 

The doctor bcinfj fairly engaged on the subject of the ancients, 
would have proceeded the Lord knows how far, without hesitation, 
had not he boon interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Jolter, wlio, in 
great confusion, told them that Pipes, having affronted a soldier, 
was then surrounded in the street, and® certainly would be put to 
death if some person of authority did not immediately interpose in 
his behalf. 

Peregrine no sooner learned the danger of his trusty squii e, than, 
snatching up his sword, he ran downstairs, and was followed by 
the chevalier, entreating him to leave the affair to his management. 
Within ten yards of the door they found Tom, witli his back to a 
wall, dtifending himself manfully with a niopstick against the 
assault of thr#e or four soldiers, who, at sight of the Maltese cross, 
desisted from the attack, and were taken into custody by (>i*der of 
tlio knight. One of tlio aggressors, being an Irisliman, begged to 
be heard with great importunity before he should be sent to the 
l^oard ; and, by the mediation of Pickle, was accordingly brought 
into the hotel with his companions, all three bearing u^jpa their he^ 

> and faces evident marks of their adversary’s prowess and dexterity. 
The spokesman, being confronted with Pipes, informed the company 
that, having by accident met with Mr. Pipc«.i, whom he considered 
as his Countryman, though fdttune had dispos^ of them in different 
stitvicea, he invited him to drink a glass of wine, and accordingly 
. harried him to a caharct^ whore ho introduced him to his CoArddes ; 
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but in the^course of the conversation, which turned nipon the power 
and greatness of the kings of France and England, Mr. Pipes had 
been pleased to treat his Most Christian Majesty with great dis- 
respect ; and when he, the entertainer, expostulated with hini in a 
friendly manner about his impolite behaviour, observing, that he, 
being in the French service, would be under the necessity of resent- 
ing his abuse if he did not put a stop to it before the other gentlemen 
of the cloth should comprehend his meaning ; he had set them all 
three at defiance, dishonoured him in particular with the opprobrious 
epithet of rebtd to his native king and country, and even drunk, in 
broken French, to the perdition of Louis and all his adherents ; 
tliat, compelled by this outrageous conduct, ho, as the person who 
had recommended him to their society, liad, in vindication of his 
ow'n cliaracter, demanded satisfaction of the delin(|uent, who, on 
pretence of fetching a sword, had gone to his lodging, frt^m whence 
he all of a sudden sallied upon them with the mopstick, which he 
employed in the annoyance of them all without distinction, so that 
tlifcy were obliged to draw in their own defence. 

Pipes, being questioned by his master with regard to the ti’uth 
of this account, owned that every circumstance was justl}" repre- 
sented ; saying, ho did not value their cheese- toasters a pinch of 
^ oakum ; and that if the gentleman had not shot in betwixt them, 
he would have trimmed tTiem to .such a tune, that they should not 
have ffilH a whole yard to .square. Peregrine reprimanded him 
shavply for his unmannerly behaviour, and insisted upon his 
asking pardon of th(j.so he had injured u])on the spot : but no con- 
sideration was efficacious ciiougli to produce such concession ; to 
this command he wjis both deaf and dumb ; and the repeated 
threats of his master had no more etlccb than if they had been 
addressed to a marble statue. At length, our hero, incensed at his 
obstinacy, started up, auA would have chastLsed him with manual 
operation, had not he b-oeii jircventetl hy the chevalier, who found 
means to moderate his indignation so far, that lie contented him- 
self with diBniissing the ofi'ender from his .service ; and after having 
obtained the <li;;eharge of the jHisonors, gave them a louis to drink, 
by way of recomponso for the disgrace akd damage they had 
sustained. 

The knight, perceiving our young gentleman very much ruffled 
at this accident, and reflecting upon the extraordinai^^ deportment 
and appearance of his valet, whose hair had by this time adopted 
a grizzled hue, imagined he was some favourite domestic, who had 
grown grey in the scrvico of his master’s family, and that, of con- 
sequence, he was uneasy at the sacrifice he had inside. Swayed by 
this conjecture, ho earnestly solicited in his behalf ; but all he 
could obtain, 'was a promise of re admitting him in favour on the 
terms already proposed, or at least on condition that he should make 
liis acknowledgment to* the chevalier, for his want of reverence and 
reject for the li^-onch monarch. * 

Upon this condescension the culprit was called upstairs, and 
made iwquainted with the mitigation of his fate ; upon which he 
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said, he would down on his marrowbones to his own master, but 
would be d -d l^eforo lie would ask pardon of e’er a IVenchinan 
in Christendom. Pickle, exasperated at this blunt declaration, 
ordered him out of his presence, and charged him never to appear 
before his face again ; wl^ilo the officer in vain employed all his 
influence and address to appease his resentment, and about mid- 
night took his leave with marks of mortification at his want of 
success. , 

Next day the company agreed to travel through Flanders in the 
diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, who was not without hope of 
mooting with .some adventure or amusement in tliat carriage ; and 
Jolter took e.aro to secure idaees for them all; it being resolved 
that the vaht-dp-chmabre and tlie doctor’s man should attend the 
vehicle on horse V)ack ; and as for the forlorn Pipes, ho was left to 
reap the fruits of his own stubborn diri position, notwithstanding 
the united oflbrts of the whole triumvirate, who endeavoured to 
procure his pardon. 

Every previous measure being thus taken, they set out fropi 
Lisle about six in the morning, and found themselves in the coni' 
paiiy of a female adventurer, a very handsome young lady, a 
Capucliin, and a Pottordam Jew. Our young gentleman, being 
the flrst of this society that entered, surveyed the strangers witli 
an attentive eye, and seated himself immediately behind the beau- 
tiful unknown, who at once attracted liis attention. Pallet ''oeing 
another lady unengaged, in imitation of his friend, took possession 
of her neighbourhood ; the physician paired with the priest, And 
Jolter sat down by the Jew. 

The machiiio had not proceeded many furlongs, when Pickle, 
accosting the fair incognita, congratulated himself upon his hap- 
piness, ill being the follow -traveller of so cliarniiiig a lady. Slio, 
without the least reserve or aftectation, thanked him for his com- 
pliment ; and replied, with a sprightly •air, that noiv they were 
embarked in one common bottom, tlioy must club their endeavours 
to make one another as hapjjy as the nature of their situation 
would i^crmit them to be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, 
and captivated by her fine black eyes and easy behaviour, he 
attached himself to hbr from that moment ; and, in a little time, 
the conversation became so particular, that the Capuchin thought 
proper to interfere with the discourse, iu such a manner as gave the 
youth to understand that he was there on purpose to superintend 
her conduct. Ho w.as doubly rejoiced at this discovery, in con- 
sequence of which he hoped to profit in his addresses, not only by 
the young lady’s restraint, that never fails to operate in behalf of 
tlio lover, but also by the corruptibility of her guardian, whom he 
did not doubt of rendering propitious to his cause. ^ Flushed with 
those expectations, he behaved with uncommon complacency to 
the father, who was charmed with the affability of his carriage, 
and on the faith of his generosity abated of Ris vigilance so much, 
that our hero carried on hSb suit without further molestation ; 
while the painter, in signs and loud burste of laughter, conversed 
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with hiB dulcinea, who w'as perfectly well versed in these simple 
expressious of satisfaction, and had already found* means to make 
a dangerous invasion upon his heait. 

Nor were the governor and physician unemployed, while their 
friends interested themselves in this agreeable manner. Jolter no 
sooner perceived the Hollander was a Jew, than he entered into an 
investigation of the Hebrew' tongue, in which he was a connois- 
seur ; and the doctor at the imme time altaukod the mendicant on 
the ridiculous maxims of his' order, together with the impositions 
of priestcraft in general, which, he observed, prevailed so much 
among those who profess tlie Roman Catholic religion. 

Thus cou^Jed, each committee enjoyed their own conversation 
ai)art, without any danger of encroachment ; and all were so intent 
upon their several topics, that they scarce allowed themselves a 
small interval in viewing the desolation of Menin, as they passed 
through that ruined frontier. About twelve o’clock they arrived 
at Courtray, where the horses are always changed, and the com- 
pany halt an hour for refrebhincut. Here Pen^grine handed his 
charmer into an apartment, where she was joined by the other 
lady ; and, on pretence of seeing some of tlie churches in tuw'ii, put 
himself under the direction of the Capuchin, from whoiu he learned 
that the young lady was w’ifo to a French gentleman, to whom she 
had been married about a year, and tliat she was now on her journey 
to her mother, who lived in Rriissels, and who at that time 
laboured under a lingering distemper, wdiich, iij all probability, 
would soon put a period to her life, lie then launched out in 
praise of her dauglitor’s virtue and conjugal affection ; and, lastly, 
told him, that ho w'as her father-confessor, and pitched upon to be 
her conductor through Flanders, by her husband, who, as 'well aa 
his wife, placed the utmost coritideucc in his prudence and integrity. 

Picklo easily comprehended the moaning of this insinuation, and 
took the hint accordingly. He tickled the priest’s vanity with 
extraordinary encomiums upon the disinterested principles of his 
order, which weie detached from all worldly pursuit/S, and alto- 
gether devoted to the eternal salvation of mankind. He applauded 
their patience, humility, and learning, and lavished a world of 
praise upon their talent in preaching, whicili, he said, had more 
than once operated so powerfully upon him, that had he not teen 
restrained by certain considerations which lu? could not possibly 
waive, he should have embraced their tenets, and begged adiiiiaaioii 
intc» their fraternity : but, as the circumstances of his fate would 
not permit him to take such a salutary measure for the present, he 
entreated the good father to accept a< small token of his love and 
respect, for the benefit of that convent to whic'li he belonged. Bo 
saying, ho pplled out a purse of ten guineas, which the Capuchin 
observing, turffed his head another way, and lifting up his arm, 
displayed a pocket almost as high as his collar-bone, in which ho 
deposited the money, » 

This pro(jf of affection for the ordei^ pnxluced a sudden and' sur^ 
prising effect upon the friar. In the transport of his zoaj he wrung 
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this semi'Convert’s hand, showered a thousand benedictions upon 
his head, and e^ichorted him, with the tears flowini; frors his eyes, 
to perfect the great work which the finger of God had begun in his 
hec^ ; and, as an instance of liia concern for the welfare of hia pro^ 
oious soul, the holy brother promised to recommend him strenu- 
ously to the pious admonitions of the young woman under his care, 
who was a perfect saint upon earth, and endued with the peculiar 
gift of mollifying the hearts of obdurate sinners. “O father!” 
cried the hypocritical projector, who by this time perceived that 
his money was nob thrown away, “ if 1 could be favoured but for 
one balf-liour with the private instruction of that inspired devf)tee, 
my mind presa.ges that E should be a strayed sheep brought back 
into the fold, and that I should find easy entrance at the gates of 
heaven ! There is something supernatural in her as])ect : I gaze 
upon her with tlie most pious fervour, and my whole Soul is 
agiUitod with tumults of hope and despair ! ” 

Having pronounced this rhapsody witli transport half natural, 
and half affected, the priest assured him, that these were opera- 
tions of the Spirit, which must not be repressed ; and comforted 
him with the hope of enjoying the Idcsscd interview which he 
desired, protesting that, as far as his influence extended, his wish 
should bo that very e veiling indulged. The gracious pupil thanked 
him for hia benevolent concern, wliich lie swore should not be 
squandered upon an ungrateful object ; and the rest of the com- 
pany interrupting the conversation, they returned in a boity to the 
inn, where they dined all together ; and the ladies wore persuaded 
to be our hero’s guests. 

As the subjects on which they had been engaged before dinner 
were not exhausted, each brace resumed their former theme, when 
they were replaced in the ddujencc. The painter’s mistress 
finished her cciiuiuesb, by exerting her skill in the art of ogling, 
accompanied by frequent bewitching •sighs, and some tender 
Fi'ench songs, that she sang with such pathetic expression, as 
quite melted the resolution of Pallet, and utterly subdued his 
aflecbion : and he, to convince her of the importance of her victory, 
gave a specimen of his own talents, by entertaining her with that 
celebrated Eiiglisli ditty, the burden of which begins with, “ The 
pigs they lio^with their a—s bare.*' 


CifAP. LIIL— He makes some Progress in her Aff'^ctlons— Is interrupted by a Pispute 
between Jolter and a Jew — Appeases the Wrath of the Oapuchin, who procures for him 
kn Interview with hia t|iir Enslaver, in which he finds himself deceived. 

Peregrine, meanwhile, employed all his insinuatioi\ and address 
iu practising upon the heart of the Capuchin's fAir charge. He 
long ago declared his passion, not in the superficial manner bf 
a French gallant, but with ?dl the ardour -of an enthusiast; he 
had languished, vowed, fiatf^red, kissed her hand by stealtlj^ and 
had 110 reason to complain of hia reception. Though, by a man of 
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a leas sanguine disposition, her particular complaisance would have 
been deeuscd equivocal, and perhaps nothing more tlian the effect 
of Frcneti breeding and constitutional vivacity ; he gave his own 
qualifications credit for the whole, and with these sentiments car* 
ried on at the attack with such unabatmg vigour, that she was 
actually prevailed upon to accept a ring, which he x^resented as a 
token of his esteem ; and everything proceeded in a most pros- 
perous train, wlien they w'ere .disturbed by the govenior and Ismel- 
ite, who, in the heat of disputation, raised their voices, and poured 
forth such effusions of gutturals, as set our lover s teeth on edge. 
As tliey spoke in a language unknown to every one in the carriage 
but themselves, and looked at each other with mutual animosity 
and rancour, Peregrine desired to know the cause of their conten- 
tion ; upon which, Joller exclaimed, in a furious tone, “This 
learned Levite, forsooth, Inis the impudence to tell mo that I don’t 
understand Hebrew ; and affirms that the word Benoni signifies 
‘child of joy’ ; whereas, I can xn-ove, and have already said enough 
to convince any reasonable man, that in the Septuagint it is rightly 
translated into ‘son of my sorrow.’ ” 

Having tlms explained himself to his pupil, he turned to the 
13ricst, with intention to ax>pcal to his determination ; but the Jew 

t >ullcd him by the sleeve with great eagerness, saying, “For the 
ove of God, be (]uiet : the Capuchin will discover who we are ! " 
Jolted; ‘Olfended at this conjunction, echoed, “Who we are ! ” with 
great emphasis ; and repeating nos poma 7ia^ar/iws,,. asked ironically, 
to iVhich of the tribes the Jew thought lie belonged? The Levite, 
affronted at his comparing him to a ball of horse-dung, replied, 
with a most significant grin, “To the tribe of Tssachar,” His 
antagonist, taking the advantage of his unwillingness to be known 
by the friar, and promjitcd by revenge for tlic freedom he had used, 
answered, in the French language, that the judgment of God was 
still manifest upon their \Tliole race, not only in their being in the 
state of exiles from their native land, but also in the spite of their 
hearts and pravity cf tlieir disx)ositions, Avhicli demonstrate tliem 
to be the genuine offspring of those who crucified the Saviour of 
the world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated : fSie xiriest himself w?is 
too deeply engaged to attend to the debates of other people. The 
physician, in the pride and insolence of his learning, had under- 
taken to display the absurdity of the Christian faith ; having 
already, as ho thought, confuted the Capuchin, touching the points 
of belief in which the Roman Catholics differ from the rest of the 
world. But not contented with the imagined victory he had 
gained, he began to strike at the fundamentals of religion ; and 
the father, with incredible forbearance, suffered him to make very 
free with the dbctriiie of the Trinity : but, when ho levelled the 
shafts of his ridicule at the immaculate conception of the Blessed 
Vir^, the good man’s patience forsook him, his eyes seemed to 
kindhd with indignation, he trembled ^‘in every joint, and uttered, 
with a loud voice, “ You are an abominable — I will not call tliee 



A PRIVATE INTERVIEW. 


225 


heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, than a Jew : v«u deserve 
to bo inclosed in a furnace seven times heated ; and I have a good 
mind to lodge an information against you with the governor of 
Ghent, that you may be apprehended and i)unished as an impious 
blasphemer.’’ 

This menace operated like a charm upon all present; The doctor 
was confounded, the governor dismayed, the Levite’s teeth chat> 
tered, the painter was astonished at the general confusion, the 
cause of which ho could not comprehend, and Pickle himself, nob 
a little alarmed, was obliged to use all his interest and assiduity in 
appeasing this son of the church, who, at length, in consideration 
of the friendshix) he professed for the young gentleman, consented 
to forgive what had passed, but absolutely refused to sit in contact 
with such a profane wretch, whom he looked upon as a fiend of 
darkness, sent by the enemy oi mankind to poison the minds of 
weak people ; so that, after having crossed himself, and muttered 
certain exorcisms, lie insisted upon the doctor’s changing places 
with the Jew, who approached the ofFcnded ecclesiastic in an agony 
of fear. 

Matters being thus compromised, the conversation flowed in a 
more general channel ; and without the intervention of any other 
accident or bone of contention, the carriage arrived at the city of 
Ghent about seven in the evening. Supper being bespoken fn- the 
whole company, our adventurer and his friends went out to take a 
superficial view of the place, leaving his new mistress to the pious 
o.xliorUtions of her confc.ssor, whom, as wc have already observed, 
he liad secured in his interest. This zealous mediator spoke so 
warmly in his commendation, and interested her conscience so 
much in the aftair, that she could not refuse her helping hand to 
the great work of his conversion, and i^romiscd to grant the inter- 
view ho desired. • 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the Capuchin com- 
municated to Peregrine at his return, elevated his spirits to such 
a degree, that ho shone at supper with uncommon brilliance, in a 
thousand sallies of wit and pleasantry, to the admiration and 
delight of all present, ^especially of his fair Fleming, who seemed 
quite captivated by his person and behaviour. The evening being 
thus spent to the satisfaction of all parties, the company broke up, 
and retired to» their several apartments, when our lover, to his 
unspeakable mortification, loamcd that the two ladies were obliged 
to lie in the same room, all the other cliambcrs of the inii being 
pre-occupied. When he imparted this difficulty to the priest, that 
charitable father, Who was very fruitful in expedients, assured 
him that his spiritual concerns should not bo obstructed by such a 
slender impediment ; and accordingly availed himself of his prero- 
gative, by going into his daughter’s chamber when she was ^most 
undressed, and leading her into his own, on pretence of administer- 
ing salutary food for her soul? Having brought the two votaries 
together, he prayed for success to the operations of grace, and 
left them to their mutual meditations, after liaving conjured Them 
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iu the niipst solemn manner to let no impure sentiments or temp- 
tations of the flesh interfere with the hallowed design of their 
meeting. 

The reverend intercessor being gone^ and the door fastened on 
the inside, tlie pseudo-convert, transported with his passion, threw 
himself at his Amanda’s feet; and begging she would spare him 
the tedious form of addresses, which the nature of their interview 
would not permit him to observe, began, with all the impetuosity 
of love, to make the most of the occasion. But whether she was 
displeased by the intrepidity and assurance of his behaviour, think- 
ing herself entitled to more courtship and respect ; or was really 
better fortifled with chastity than he or his procurer had supposed 
her to bo ; certain it is, she expressed resentment and suiprise at 
his boldness and presumption, and upraided him with having 
imposed upon the charity of the friar. The young gentleman 
was really as much astonished at this rebufi*, as she pretended to 
be at his declaration, and earnestly entreated her to consider how 
precious the moments were, and for once sacrifleo siipei’fluous 
ceremony to the happiness of one who adored her with such a flame 
as could not fail to consume his vitals, if she would not deign to 
bless him with her favour. 

Notwithstanding all his tears, vows, and supplications, his per- 
sopj^Laccomplishments, and the tempting opportunity, all that he 
could obtain was an acknowledgment of his having made an 
impression upon her heart, which she hoped tfie dictates of her 
duty would enable her to erase. This confession ho considered as 
a delicate consent ; and, obeying the impulse of his love, snatched 
her up in his arms, with an intention of seizing that which slie 
declined to give ; when this French Lucretia, unable to defend 
her virtue any other way, screamed aloud ; and the Capuchin, 
setting his shoulder to the door, forced it open, and entered in an 
affected ecstasy of amazement. He lifted up his hands and eyes, 
and pretended to bo thunderstruck at the discovery he had made ; 
then, in broken exclamations, professed his horror at the wicked 
intention of our hero, who had covered such a damnable scheme 
with the mask of religion. y 

In short, he performed his cue with such dexterity, that the lady, 
believing him in earnest, begged he would forgive the sb'unger- on 
account of his youth and education, which had bee/j tainted by the 
errors of heresy ; and he was on these considerations content to 
accept the submission of our hero, who, far from renouncing his 
expectations, notwithstanding this mortifying repulse, confided so 
much in his own talents, and the confession which his mistr<$BS had 
made, th^t he resolved to make another effort, to which nothing 
could have pi.’ompted him but the utmost turbulence of umruly 
desire. 
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Chap. LIV.— He makes another Effort towards the Accomplishment of his Wish* which 
is postponed by a strange Accident. 

He directed his valet-dc-cliambre, who was a thorough -paced pimp, 
to kindle some straw in the yard, and then pass by the door of her 
apartment, ciying with a loud voice that the house was on fire. 
This alarm brought both ladies out or their chamber in a moment, 
and Peregrine, taking the advantage of their running to the street 
door, entered the room, and concealed himself under a large table 
that stood in an unobserved corner. The nymphs, as soon as they 
understood the cause of his Mercury's supposed affright, returned 
to their apartment, and, having said their prayers, undressed them- 
selves, and went to bed. This scone, which fell under the obser- 
vation of Pickle, did not at all contribute to the cooling of his 
concupiscence, but on the contrary inflamed him to such a degree, 
that ho could scarce restrain his impatience, until, by her breathing 
deep, ho concluded the fellow-lodger of his Amanda was asleep. 
This welcome note no sooner saluted his oars, then he crept to his 
charmer’s bedside, and, placing himself on his knees, gently laid 
hold on her white hand, and pressed it to his lips. She had just 
begun to close her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable oppression of 
slumber, when she was roused by this rape, at which she st;H***-3d, 
pronouncing, in a tone of surprise and dismay, “My God » who’s 
that ? ” 

The lover, with tlie most insinuating humility, besought her to 
hear him ; vowing that his intention, in approaching her thus, was 
not to violate tlie laws of decency, or that indelible esteem which 
she had engraven on his heart ; but to manifest his sorrow and 
contrition for the uinbiage he had given, to pour forth the over- 
flowings of his soul, and tell her that he sieitlicr could nor would 
survive her displeasure. These and many more pathetic protesta- 
tions, accompanied with sighs and tears and other expressions of 
grief, which our hero had at command, could not fail to melt the 
tender heart of the amiable Fleming, already prepossessed in favour 
of his qualifications. She sympathized so much with his affliction, 
as to weep in her turn, when she represented the impossibility of 
her rewarding his passion ; and he, seizing the favourable moment, 
reinforced his solicitations with such irresistible transports, that 
her resolution gave way, she began to breathe quick, expressed her 
fear of being overheard by the other lady, and, with an ejaculation 
of heavens! I'm undone,” suffered him, after a faint stru^le, 
to make a lodgment bpon the covered way of her bed. Her honour, 
however, was secured for the present, by a strange sort pf knocking 
upon the wainscot, at the other end of the room, hard by the bed in 
which the female adventurer lay. 

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady begged him for heaven's 
toke to retreat, or her reputation would be ruined for ever ; but 
when he represented to her, that her chaiHcter would run a much 
grater risk if ho should be detected in withdrawing, she consefited^ 
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with gre^t trepidation, to his stay, and they listened in silence to 
the sequel of the noise that alarmed them. This was no other than 
an expedient of the i^ainter to awaken his dulcinea, with whom he 
had made an assignation, or at least interchanged such signals as 
he thought amounted to a firm appoiniment. His nymph, being 
disturbed in her first sleep, immediately understood the sound, and, 
true to the agreement, rose ; and, unbolting the door as softly as 
l)Ossiblc, gave him admittance, leaving it oi)en for his more com- 
modious retreat. 

While this happy gallant was enq)loycd in disengaging himself 
from the deshabille in which he had entered, the Capuchin, sus- 
pecting that Peregrine would make another attempt upon his 
charge, had crept silently to the apartment in order to reconnoitre, 
lest the adventure should bo achieved without his knowledge ; a 
circumstance that would deprive him of the profits ho might expect 
from his privity and concurrence. Finding the door unlatched, his 
suspicion was confirmed, and ho made no scruple of creeping into 
the chamber on all four ; so that the jiainter, having stripped him- 
self to the shirt, in groping about for his dulcinea’s bed, chanced 
to lay his hand upon the shaven crown of the father’s head, whicli, 
by a circular motion, the priest began to turn round in his grasp, 
like a ball in a socket, to the surprise and consternation of poor 
P-ilkt, who neither having penetration to comprehend the case, nor 
rcsolbUon to withdraw his fingers from this strange object of his 
tofticli, stood sweating in the dark, and venting' ejaculations with 
great devotion. 

The friar, tired with this exercise, and the painful posture in 
which he stoojied, raised himsolt gradually upon his feet, heaving 
up at the same time the hand of the painter, whoso terror and amaze- 
ment increased to such a degree at tliis unaccountable elevation, 
that his faculties began Ijo fail ; and his palm, in the confusion of 
his fright, sliding over tlio priest’s forehead, one of his fingers hap- 
pened to slip into his mouth, and was immediately secured between 
the Capuchin’s teeth with as firm a fixture as if it had been screwed 
in a blacksmith’s vice. 

Tlie painter was so much disordered by this sudden snap, whicli 
tortured him to the bone, that, foi’getting all other considerations, 
he roared aloud, “ Murder ! a fire ! a trap, a trap ! help, Christians, 
for the love of God, help ! ” Our hero, confoundecj by these excla- 
mations, which he knew would soon fill the room with B2:>ectators, 
and incensed at his own mortifying disai^pointment, was obliged 
to quit the untjisted banquet, and, approaching the cause of liis 
misfortune, just as his tormentor had thought* proper to release his 
finger, discharged such a heavy slap between his shoulders, as 
brought him io the ground with hideous bellowing ; then, retiring 
unperceived to his own chamber, was one of the first who returned 
with a light, on pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. 
Tho Capuchin had taken the same (precaution, and followed Pere- 
grine into the room, pronouncing hemdicite^ and crossing himself 
witl» many marks of astonishment. The physician and Jolter 
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appearing at the same time, the unfortunate painter vi^as found 
lying naked on the door, in all the agony and horror of dismay, 
blowing upon his left hand, that hun^ dangling from the elbow. 
The circumstance of his being found in that apartment, and the 
attitude of^his affliction, wliich was extremely ridiculous, provoked 
the doctor to a smile, and produced a small relaxation in the 
severity of the governor’s countenance^ while Pickle, testifying his 
surprise and concern, lifted him from the ground, and inquired into 
the cause of his present situation. 

Having, after some recollection, and fniiLloss endeavours to 
speak, recovered the use of his tongue, he told them that the house 
was certainly haunted by evil spirits, by which he had been con- 
veyed, he knew not how, into that apartment, and afflicted with all 
the tortures of hell : that one of them Iiad made itself sensible to 
his feeling, in the shape of a i-ouml ball of smooth liesh, which 
turned round under his hand, like an astronomer’s globe ; and then, 
rising up to a surprising height, was converted into a machine that 
laid hold on his finger, by a snap ; and having pinned him to the 
spot, he continued for some moments in unsiieakable agony. At 
last, he said, the engine seemed to uielL away from his linger, and 
he received a sudden thwack upon his shoulders, as if discharged 
by the arm of a giant, which overthrew him in an instcint upon the 
floor. 

The priest, hearing this strange account, pulled out of one of his 
pouches a piece of consecrated caiullo, which he liglitcd immedi- 
ately, and muttered certain mysterious conjurations. Joltor, 
imagining that Pallet was drunk, sliook his liead, saying, he 
believed the spirit w'as nowhere but in his own brain. Tlie physi- 
cian for once condescended to be a wag, and, looking towards one 
of the beds, oViserved, that, in his opinion, the painter had been 
misled by the iiesli, and not by the spirit? The fair Fleming lay 
in silent astonishment and affright ; and her fellow-lodger, in order 
to acquit herself of all susjiicion, exclaimed with incredible volu- 
bility against the author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, 
had concealed himself in the apartment with a view of perpetrating 
some wicked attempt upon her iirecious virtue, and was punished 
and prevented by the immediate interposition of heaven. At her 
desire, therefore, and at the earnest solicitation of the other lady, 
he was conduct^ to his own bed ; and the chamber being evacuated, 
they locked tlieir door, fully resolved to admit no more visitants for 
that night : while Peregrine, mad witli seeing the delicious morsel 
snatched, as it were, from his veiy lip, stalked tli rough the x>assago 
like a ghost, in hopef of finding some ojiportunity of re-entering ; 
till the day beginning to break, ho was obliged to retire, cursing 
the idiotical conduct of the painter, which had so unluckily inter- 
fered with his delight. 
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OffAP. LV,— They depart ftomGhcnt-^r Hero eni^agesln Politlhal DiRpnte wtfh htg 

MietrPBB, whom ho offends, and pacifies with Submlssion^He praotfaea an Espodtentto 

detain the Carriage at Alost, and confirms the Pnestiln bia Interest, 

Next day, about one o’clock, after having seen everything remark- 
able in town, and been presept at the execution of two youths, who 

were hanged for ravishing a w , they took their departure from 

Ghent m the same wimage which had brought them thither ; and 
the conversation turning upon the punishment they had seen- 
inflicted, the Flemish beauty expressed gi'cat sympathy and com- 
passion for the unhappy sulferers, who, as she had been informed, 
bad fallen victims to the malice of the accuser. Her sentiments 
were espoused by all the company, except the French lady of 
pleasure, who, thinking the credit of the sisterhood concenied in 
the affair, bitterly inveighed against the profligacy of the age, and 
particularly the base and vilUnous attempts of man upon the 
6hastity of the weaker sox ; saying, witli a look of indignation 
directed to the painter, that for her own ^lart she should never be 
able to manifest the acknowledgment she owed to Providence, for 
having protected her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled 
lust. This observation introduced a senes of jokes at the expense 
CT^^Uet, who hung his eais, and sat with a silent air of dejection, 
fearinj^*that, through the m<devolence of the phj^sicinn, his adven- 
ture might roach the ears of Ins wife. Indeed, though we have 
made shift to explain the whole transaction to the reader, it was an 
inextricable mystery to every individual in the dlhqente^ because 
the part which as acted by the Capuchin was known to himself 
alone, and even he was utterly ignorant of Pickle’s being concerned 
in the affair ; so that the greatest share of the painter’s sufferings 
were supposed to be t]i*3 exaggerations of his own extravagant 
imagination. 

In the midst of their discourse on this extraordinary subject, the 
driver told them that they were now on the very spot where a 
detachment of the allied army had been intercepted and cut off by 
the Frencli ; and, stopping the vehicle, oiv^ei tamed them with a 
local description of the battle of Mello. Upon this occasion, the 
Flemish lady, wdio, since her mariiagc, liad become a keen jpartisan 
for the French, gave a minute detail of all the ciicumstances, as 
tliey had been represented to her by her husband’s brotheft 
who was in the action. This account, which sank the number of 
the French to sixteen, and raised that of the allies to tweutv 
thousand men, was so dis/^eeable to truth, as wall as to the laixo^ 
able partiaUty of Peregrine, that ho ventured to contradiot h«jlr 
assertions, and' a fferoe dispute commenced, that not only 
the present question, but mso comprehended all the batflesiii 
the duke of Marlborough had commanded against Louis tho Four^ 
teenth. In the course of these debates, she divested the greet 
general of all the glory he had acquired, by affirming, thnt eveiy 
vietefy he gained was purposely lost by the French generals^ m 
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ord^r to bring the schemes of Madame de Maintenon into dkcredit ; 
and, as a particular instance, alleged, that while the iritadel of 
X^iriie was besieged, Louis said, in presence of the Dauphin, that if 
the allies should be obliged to raise the siege, he would immediately 
declare his marriage with that lady; upon which, the son sent 
private orders to IvGirshal Boufflers to surrender the place. 

This strange allegation was supported by the asseverations of the 
priest and the courtesan, and adtmtbed as truth by the governor, 
who pretended to have heard it from good authority ; while the 
doctor sat neutral, as one who tliought it scandalous to know the 
history of such modern events. The Israelite, being a true Dutch- 
man, listed himself under the banners of our hero, who, in attempt- 
ing to demonstrate tlie absurdity and improbability of what they 
had advanced, raised such a hue and cry against himself, and, being 
insensibly heated in the altercation, initated his Amanda to such 
a degree, that her clxarming eyes kindled with fury, and he saw 
great reason to think, that if he did not fall upon some method to 
deprecate her wrath, she would, in a twinkling, sacrifice all her 
esteem for him to her own zeal for the glory of the French nation. 
Moved by this apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, and he 
insensibly detaclied himself from the argument, leaving the whole 
care of supporting it on the Jew, who, finding himself deserted, was 
fain to yield at discretion ; so that the Frencn remained masters of 
the field, and their young heroine resumed her good humour 

Our hero havuig prudently submitted to the superior intelligence 
of his fair enslaver, began to be harassed with the fears of losing her 
for over ; and sot his indention at work, to contnve some means of 
indemnifying himself for his assiduities, presents, and the disappoint- 
ment he had already undergone. On pretence of enjoying a freer 
air, he mounted the box, and employed his elocution and generosity 
with such success, that the driver undertook to disable the 
from proceeding beyond the town of Aiost for that day ; and, in 
consequence of hia promise, gently overturned it when they were 
but a mile short of that baiting-place. He had taken his measura 
BO discreetly, that this accident was attended with no other^ in- 
convenience than a fitpf fear that took possession of the It^es, and 
the necessity to whicK they were reduced by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, assured the company 
that the axle-tree had given way, and advised them to walk forward 
to the inn, while he would iog after them at a slow pace, and do his 
endeavour the damage should be immediately repaired. 

Peregrine pretended to be very much concemed at what had 
happened, and even cursed the driver for his ini^vertency, 
eitoressiug infinite impatience to be at Brussels, and wishing that 
tbut misfortune might not detain them another night upon the road ; 

when his understrapper, according to his instructioUB, came 
utorwa^ to the inn, ana gave them to understand riiat tibiO work* 
maft had employed eould^ot possibly refit the madhin^iilleas 
ib0A six hours^ the crafty youth affected to lose hia tmper, stormed 
f at bis emissary, whom he reviled m the most opprobrious toriiiip, and 
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threatened to cane for his misconduct. The fellow protested, with 
great humility, that their being overturned was owing to the-failuro 
of the axle-tree, and not to his want of care or dexterity in driving ; 
though rather than be thought the cause of incommoding him, ho 
would inquire for a post-chaise, in whfeh he might depart for 
Brussels immediately. This expedient Pickle rejected, unless the 
whole company could be ?iccommodated in the same manner ; and 
he had been previously informed by tJie drivt)r that the town could 
not furnish more than one vehicle of that sort. His governor, who 
was quite ignorant of his scheme, rcj)reaentcd that one night would 
soon be passed, and exhorted him to bear this small disappointment 
with a good grace, especially as the house seemed to be well pro- 
vided for their entertainment, and the company so much disposed 
to be sociable. 

The Capuchin, who had found his account in cultivating tho 
acquaintance of the young stranger, was not ill-pleased at this 
event, which might, by ))roiracting tho term of their intercourse, 
yifild him some oppf»rtunity of profiting still farther by his liberality ; 
ho therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his admonitions, congratulating 
himself upon the prospect of enjoying his conversation a little longer 
than he had exjiected. Onr young gentleman received :i comidiment 
to the same purpose from the Hebrew, who had that day exercised 
C^lantry upon tho French coquette, and was not without hope 
of ‘TOfebag the fruit of his attention, his i-ival, the painter, being 
quite disgraced and dejected by the adventure of last night. As for 
tne Sector, he was too much engrossed in tho contemjdation of his 
own importance, to interest himself in tlie alhiir or its consequences, 
furtlier than by observing that the ELiroj)ean powers ought to 
establish public games, like those that were celebrated of old in 
Greece ; in which case, every state would be siq^plied with such 
dexterous charioteers as v^ould drive a machine, at full speed, within 
a hair’s breadtli of a precipice, without any danger of its being over- 
thrown. 

Peregrine could not help yielding to their remonstrances and 
united complaisance, for which he tliankcd them in very polite 
terms ; and his passion seeming to subside, proposed that they 
should amuse themselves in w.'ilking round the ramparts. He hoped 
to enjoy some private conversation wdtli his admired Fleming, who 
had this whole day beliaved with remarkable reserve. The proposal 
being embraced, he, as usual, handed her into the sti^ict, and took 
all opi>ortunities (»f promoting his suit ; but they were attended so 
closely by her father-confessor, that he foresaw it would be im- 
practicable to accomplish his aim without tho connivance of that 
ecclesiastic. This he wa& obliged to purchase with another purse, 
which ho ofFeietl, and was accepted, as a charitable atonement for 
his criminal behaviour during tho interview which tho friar Iwad 
procured for the good ^f his soul. The benefaction was sooner 
m^e, than the pious mendicant edged by little and little, till he 
joiiiea the rest of tho company, leaving his generous patron at full 
liberty prosecute his purpose* 
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It is not to be doubted that our adventurer made a ,,^ood use of 
this occasion : ho practised a thousand flowers of rhetoric, and 
actually exhausted his whole address, in persuading her to have 
compassion upon his misery, and indulge him with another private 
audience, without which^io should run distracted, and be guilty of 
extravagances which, in the humanity of her disposition, she would 
weep to see. But, instead of complying with his request, she chid 
him severely for his presumption in persecuting her with his vicious 
addresses : slie assured him that although she had secured a chamber 
for herself in this place, because she had no ambition to be better 
acquainted with the other lady, he would be in the wrong to disturb 
her with another nocturnal visit, for she was determined to deny 
him admittance. The lover was comforted by this hint, which ho 
understood in the true accci)tabion ; and his passion being inflamed 
by the obstacles ho had met wii.li, liia heart beat high with the 
prospect of possession. These raptures of expectation produced an 
inquietude, which disabled him from bearing that share of the con- 
versation for which he used to be distinguished. His behaviour* <fct 
supper was a vicissitude of startings and reveries. The Capuchin, 
imputing this disorder to a second repulse from his charge, began to 
be invaded ^ithtlie apprehension of being obliged to refund, and in 
a whisper forbade our hero to despair. 


Chip. LVI.— The French Coquette entraps the Heart of the Jew, against Vr’hom PalUt 
eiiters into a Conspiracy, by which Fengrine w again disappointed, and the Hebrew ’a 
Incontinence exposed. 

Meanwhile the French siren, balked in her design upon her 
English cully, who was so easily disheartened, and hung his ears 
in manifest despondence, ratlior tlian run the risk of making a 
voyage that should be altogether unproii table, resolved to practise 
her charms upon the Dutch merchant. ISlie had already made such 
innovation upon his heart, that ho cultivated her with peculiar 
c(‘uiplacency, gazed upon her with a most libidinous stare, Jind 
unbended his aspect into a grin that was truly Israelitish. The 
painter saw and was offended at this correspondence, which ho 
considered a.s an insult upon his misfortune, as well as an evident 
preference of liis rival ; and, conscious of liis own timidity, swal- 
lowed an oxtiHordinary glass, that his invention might bo stimulated, 
and his resolution raised to the contrivance and execution of some 
scheme of revenge. The wine, however, failed in the expected 
effect, and, without inspiring him with the plan, served only to 
quicken his desire of vengeance ; so that he communicated his 
purpose to his friend Peregrine, and begged his aasistaJico ; but our 
young gentleman was too intent upon his own afl'air, to mind tho 
conoorns of any other person ; and he declyiing to be engaged in 
the project. Pallet had recoijrse to the genius of Pickle’s valqt-de- 
chambre, who readily embarked in the undertaking, and invented a 
plan, which was ex,ecnted accordingly. ^ 
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The evening being pretty far advanced, and the company separated 
into their respective apartments, Pickle repaired, in all the im^ 
patience of youth and desire, to the chamber of his charmer, and, 
hading the door unbolted, entered in a transport of joy. By the 
light of the moon, which shone through tire window, ho was con- 
ducted to her bed, which ho approached in the utmost agitation ; 
and perceiving her to all appearance asleep, essayed to wake her 
with a gentle kiss ; but this method proved ineffectual, because she 
was determined to save herself the confusion of being an accomplice 
in hin guilt. He repeated the application, murmured a most passion- 
ate salutation in her ear, and took such other gentle methods of 
signifying his presence, as persuaded him that she was resolved to 
sleep, in spite of all his endeavours. Flushed with this agreeable 
supposition, he locked the door, in order to prevent interruption ; 
and, stealing himself under the clotlics, set fortune at detiance, while 
he held the fair creature circled in his arms. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to bo to the happy accomplish- 
ment of his desire, liis hojie was again frustrated with a fearful noise, 
which in a moment awaked his Amanda in a fright, and for the 
present engaged all his attention. His valet-de-chambre, whom 
Pallet had consulted as a confederate in his revenge against the lady 
^of pleasure and her Jewish gallant, had hired of certjiin Bohemians, 
%$*5tt-^anced to lodge at the inn, a jackass adorned with bolls, which, 
when^^ybody was retired to rest, and the Hebrew supposed to be 
bedded With his mistress, they led u^^stairs into a long thoroughfare, 
from which the chambers were detached on each aj^e- The painter, 
perceiving the lady’s door ajar, according to liis expectation, mounted 
this animal, with intention to ride into the room, and disturb the 
lovers in the midst of their mutual endearments ; but the ass, true 
to its kind, finding himself beatrid by an unknown rider, instead of 
advancing in obedience to lys conductor, retreated backward to the 
other end of the passage, in spite of all the efforts of the painter, 
who spurred, and kicked, and pommelled to no purpose. It was the 
noise of this contention between Pallet and the ass which invaded 
the ears of Peregrine and his mistress, neither of whom could form 
the least rational conjecture about the cause ,pf such strange dis- 
turbance, which increased as the animal approached their apartment. 
At length the hourrique's retrograde motion was obstructed by the 
door, which it forced open in a twinkling, with one kick, and 
entered with such complication of sound as terrified the lady almost 
into a fit, and threw her lover into the utmost perplexity and 
confusion. 

The painter, finding himself thus violently intruded into the bed- 
chamber of he knew not whom, and dreading the resentment of the 
possessor, who* might discharge a pistol at him as a robber who had 
broken into his apartment, was overwhelmed with consternation, 
and redoubled his exertion to accomplish a speedy retreat, sweating 
all tha time with fear, and putting up^petitiomi to Heaven for 
safety ; but his obstinate companion, regardless of his situation, 
instead «of submitting to his conduct, began to turn round like a 



135 


, THE Jew’s incontinence. 

tnillsbone, the united sound of his feet and bells produoii^ a most 
Biirprising concert. The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this 
manner, would have quitted his seat, and left the beast to his own 
amusement, but the rotation was so rapid, that the terror of a severe 
fall hindered Iiim from attempting to dismount ; and, in the des- 
peration of his heart, he seized one of his ears, which he pinched so 
unmercifully, that the creature set up his throat, and brayed aloud* 

This hideous exclamation was no sdoner heard by the fair Fleming, 
already chilled with panic, and prepared with superstition, than, 
believing herself visited by the devil, who was permitted to punish 
her for her infidelity to the marriage-bed, she uttered a scream, and 
began to repeat her pater no.ster with a loud voice. Her lover, find- 
ing himself under the necessity of retiring, started up, and, stung 
with the most violent pangs of rage and disappointment, ran directly 
to the spot from whence thi*? diabolical noise seemed tQ proceed. 
There encountering the ass, he discharged such a volley of blows at 
him and his rider, that the creature carried him off at a round t^’ot, 
and they roared in unison all the way. Having thus cleared Hie 
room of such disagreeable company, ho went back to his mistress, 
and assuring her that this was only some foolish prank of Pallet, 
took his leave, with a promise of returning after the quiet of the 
inn should bo re-established. 

In the mean time, the noise of the bonrnqnf, the cries . of ^*.0 
painter, and the lady’s scream, had alarmed the whole hottsb ; and 
the ass, in the precipitation of his retreat, seeing people with lights 
before him, took shelter in the apartment for which he was at first 
designiSd, just as the Levite, aroused at the uproar, had quitted his 
dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his own chamber unper- 
ceived. Seeing himself opposed by such an animal, mounted by 
a tall, meagre, lantern-jawed figure, half naked, with a white 
nightcap upon his head, which added, to the natural paleness of 
his complexion, — the Jew was sorely troubled in mind; and 
believing it to be an apparition of Balaam and his ass, fled back- 
ward with a nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where he lay^ 
concealed. Mr. Joltor and the priest, who were the foremost of 
those who had been groused by the noise, w'ore not unmoved when 
they saw such a spectacle rushing into the chamber, whence the 
lady of pleasure began to shriek. Tlie governor made a full halt, 
and the Gty;)uchin discovered no inclination to proceed. They 
were, however, by the pressure of the crowd that followed them, 
thrust forward to the door, through which the vision entered ; and 
there Jolter, with great ceremony, complimented his reverence 
with the jKis, beseeching him to walk in. The mendicant was too 
courteous and humble to accept this pre-eminence, and a veiy 
earnest dispute ensued ; during which, the ass, In'" the course of 
)lis circuit, showed himself and rider, and in a trice decided the 
oemtest ; for, struck with this second glimpse, both at one instant 
eptafig backward with suds force, as overturned their men, 
who communicated the impulse to tJiose that stood behind them, 
these again to others ; so that the whole passage was^atrewed 
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with a long ^filo of people, that lay in a line, like the sequel and 
dependence of a pack of cards. 

In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned from his own room 
with an air of astonishment, asking the cause of this uproar. 
Receiving such hints of intelligence as J olt^r’s consternation would 
permit him to give, he snatched the candle out of hia hand, and 
advanced into the haunted chamber without hesibition, being fol- 
lowed by all present, who broke* forth into a long and loud peal of 
laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous source of their dis- 
quiet. The painter himself made an eftbrt to join their mirth ; but 
ho had been so harrowed by fear, and smarted so much with 
the pain of the discipline ho had received from Pickle, that he 
could not, with all his endeavours, vanquish the ruefulness of hia 
countenance. His attempt served only to increase the aw'kward- 
ness of his situation, wdiich w’as not at all mended by the behaviour 
of the coquette, who, furious w'ith her disappointment, slipped on 
a petticoat and bedgown, and springing upon him, like another 
Hecuba, with her nails deprived all one side of his nose of the 
skin ; and would not have left him an eye to see through, if some 
of the company had nob rescued him from her unmcrcifiii talons. 
Provoked at this outrage, as well as by her behaviour to him in 
diligeiicey he publicly explained his intentum in entering her 
ci^a^jLer in this equipage ; and, missing the Hebrew among the 
BpectatOT^, assured them that ho must have absconded somewhere 
in thew apartment. In pursuance of this intimation *the room was 
immediately searched, and the mortified Levito pulled by the heels 
from hia lurking-place ; so that Pallet had the good fortune, at 
last, to transfer the laugli from himself to his rival and the French 
inamorata, who accordingly underwent the ridicule of the whole 
audience. 


Chap. LVIL— Pallet, endcavonrinj; tu unravel the My.-tcry of the Trealment be baJ 
received, falls oat of the Krying-pati juto the Fire. 

Nevertheless, IWlet was still confounded ^and chagrined by 
one consideration, which was no otlier tlian that of liis having 
been so roughly hainlled in the chamber, belonging, as he found 
upon inquiry, to the handsome young lady who wa^ under the 
Capuchin’s direction. Ho recollected that the door w'as fast locked 
when his beast burst it open, and Jic liad no reason to believe that 
any person followed liim in his irruption : on the other hand, ho 
could not imagine that such a gentle creature wOiiM either attempt 
to ciimmit, or be able to execute, such a desperate assault as that 
which his body 'had sustained ; and her demeanour was so modest 
and circumspect, that he durst not harbour the least suspicion of 
her virtue. These refiestions bewildered him in the labyrinth of 
thought ; he rummaged his whole imagination, endeavouring to 
account for what had happened. At length, ho concluded, that 
either Reregrine, or the devil, or both, must have been at t%io : 
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bottom of tho whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction of 
his curiosity, to watch our hero’s motions, during thb remaining 
part of the niglit, so narrowly, that his conduct, mysterious as 
it was, should not be able to elude his penetration. 

With these sontimentB he retired to his own room, after the asa 
had been restored to the right owners, and tlio priest had visited 
and confirmed his fair ward, who had been almost distracted with 
fear. Silence no sooner prevailed ffgaiii, than ho crawled darkling 
towards her door, and huddled himself up in an obscure comer, 
from whence he might observe the ingress or egress of any human 
creature. Ho had not long remained in this x)osturc, when, fatigued 
with this adventure and that of tho i)roceding night, his faculties 
were gradually overpowered with slumber ; and, falling fast asleep, 
he bepiii to snore like a whole congregation of I^re^byteriaris. The 
Flemish beauty, hearing this .liscordaiit noise in tho passage, began 
to be afraid of some new alarm, ainl very prudently bolted her 
door ; so that when her lover wanted to repeat his visit, he was 
not only surjirised and iiiecnsed at this disagreeable serenade, Jhe 
aidhor of which he did not know ; but when, comjielled by his pas- 
sion, which was by this time wound to the highest jiitoh, he ventured 
to aj^proach the entrance, he had tin* extreme mortification to find 
himself shut out. Ho durst not knock or signify his xirescnce in any 
other manner, on account of the lady’*s roimtation, which would ' 
greatly suffered had tho snorcr been waked by his endGJ*’0‘urs. 
Had he kiiowi^that the person who thus thwarted his views was the 
jiainter, ho would have taken soinie effectual stej) to remove liim ; 
but he could not conceive what should induce Pallet to take up 
his residence in that corner ; nor could he use the assistance of a 
light, to distinguish him, because there was not a candle burning in 
the house. 

It is impossible to describe the rage and vexation of our hero, 
while he continued thus tantalized upon tho brink of bliss, after 
his desire had been exasperated by tho circumstances of his two 
former disappointments. He ejaculated a thousand execrations 
against his own fortune, cursed all his fellow-travellers without 
exception, vowed revenge figainst tho painter, who had twice con- 
founded his most iiicoresting scheme, and was tempted to execute 
immediate vengeance upon the unknown cause of his present mis- 
carriage. In this agony of distraction did ho sweat two whole 
hours in th^ jiassage, though not without some faint hope of being 
delivered from his tormentor, who, ho imagined, upon waking, 
would undoubtedly shift his quiirters, and leave the field freo to 
his designs ; but. when he heard the cock repeat his salutation to 
the morn, which began to ox)en on tho rear of night, he could no 
longer restrain his indignation. Going to his pvwi chamber, he 
filled a basin with cold water, and, standing ar some distance, 
discharged it full in the face of the gapii^ snorer, who, over and 
above the surprise occasiongd by the application, was almost suffo- 
cated by the liquor that entered his mouth, and ran down itfco his 
imdpipe. While he gasped like a person half-drowned, ^without 
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knjowinfi; t^e nature of his disaster, or remembering the situation 
m wfaicS he fell asleep, Peregrine retired to his own door, and, to 
hU no small astonishment, from a long howl that invaded his ears, 
learned that the patient was no other than Pallet, who had now, 
for the third tune, balked his good fortune* 

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of tins unfortunate 
offender, he rushed from bis apartment with a horsewhip, and, 
encountering the paintei in hil flight, overturned him in the pas- 
sage There ho exercised the instrument of lus wrath with great 
seventy, on pretence of mist iking him foi some presumptuous our, 
which had disturbed the repose of the inn nay, when he called 
aloud for mercy in a supplicating tone, and his chsbtiser could no 
longer pretend to treat lum as a quadruped, such wis the virulence 
of the young gentleman s indignation that ho could not help 
declaring Ins satisfaction, by telling Pallet he had richly deserved 
the punishment ho hid undeigone, for his madness, folly, and 
impertinence, in contriving and oxtcuting such idle schemes, as 
had no other tendency tli in tli it of plaguing his ncigliliours 
Pallet protested, with gicat vehemence, that he was innocent 
as the child unborn of an intention to give umbrage to any person 
whatever, except the Isiaclite iiid his doxy, who he knew had 
^incurred his displeasure But vs God is my Saviour ' said he, 
^ *^4ijglieve I am pcisccutcd with witchcraft, and begin to think 
thaTo^ — d priest is in agent of the devil , for he has been but 
two mghts m our company, diiiiiig which 1 hive nof closed an eye , 
but, on the continiy, have been tormented by all the fiends of 
hell ” Pickle peevishly leplud, that lus torments had been occa 
sioned by lus own fodish imagination, and asked how he came 
to howl in that corner The pauiter, who did not think proper to 
own the trutli, said, th it he had been ti lusporled thither by some 

S retematuial convey inee, *ind soused iii water by an invisible 
and The youth in hope of profiting by his absence, advised 
him to retiie immediatt^ly to his bed, and by sl( ep strive to comfort 
his brain, which seemed to be not a little disordered by the want 
of that ref reslimc nt PalUt himself be^an to bo very much of the 
same way of thinking , and, in compliance i^th such wholesome 
counsel, betook himself to rest, muttering prayeis all the way f 
the recsovery of his own understinding 
Pi(^le attended him to his chamber, and, locking Jjjiim up, put 
the key in his owm pocket, that he might not have it in his power 
to interrupt him again , but in his return he was met by Mr Jolter 
and the doctor, who had been a second time alarmed by the painter^S 
ctiesj and came to inquire about this new adventure Haif-f^tio 
with such a senes of disappointments, ho cursed them in h^s heart» 
for their unsdascinable appearance V^hen they questioned hun 
about Pallet, he told them he had found him stark stanng mact^ 
howling in a comer, wet to the skin, and conducted him tb 
h|S ropm, where he was now a bed tThe physician^ heanng thie 
CiTcumstance, made a ment of his vanity ; and, under pretend 
of conoei^ iox the patient’s welfare, desired he ihight JnaVe 
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opportunity of examining the symptoms of his disorder, without lo$s 
of time : alleging that many diseases might have been stifled in 
birth, which afterwards baffled all the endeavours of the medical 
art. The young gentleman accordingly delivered the key, 
once more withdrew infco^iis own chamber, with a view of seizipg 
the hrst occasion that should present itself of renewing his appli« 
cation to hw Amanda’s door ; while the doctor, in his way to 
Pallet's apartment, hinted to the governor his suspicion that the 
patient laboured under that dreadful symptom called the hydro- 
phobia, which he observed had sometimes appeared in persons who 
were not previously bit by a mad dtig. This conjecture he founded 
upon the howl he uttered when he was soused with water, and 
began to recollect certain circumstances of the painter’s behaviour 
for some days past, which now he could i)lainly perceive had prog- 
nosticated some such calamity. He then a‘<cribed the distemper 
to the violent frights he had lately undergone, affirming that the 
affair of the Bastille had made such a violent encroachment upon 
his understanding, that his manner of thinking and siieaking waf 
entirely altered. By a theory of his own invention, he explained 
the effects of fear upon a loose system of nerves, and demonstrated 
the modus in which the animal spiiits operate upon the ideas and 
power of imagination. 

This disquisition, whicli was communicated at the painter’s » 
miglit have lasted till breakfast, had not Jolter reminded him of 
his own maxim, Vauevti oemrnte morbo ; upon which he put, the 
key to immediate use, and they walked softly towards the bed, 
where the patient lay extended at full length m the arms of sleep. 
The physician took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth 
being open ; and from these diagnostics declared, that the liquidwti 
nervosum was intinuifcdy affected, and the &aliva impiognat^ with 
the apiculated particles of tho virus, howsoever contracted. This 
sentence was still farther confirmed by the state of his pulse, 
which, being full and slow, indicated an oiiprossed circulation, 
from a loss of elasticity in the piopelling arbeiies. He proposed 
that he should immediately suffer a second aspersion of water, 
which would not only ^contribute to the cure, but also certify them, 
beyond all possibility of doubt, with regard to the state of the 
disease ; for it would evidently appear, from the manner in which 
he would bear tho application, whether or not his horror of water 
amounted to a oonfinned hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in complinnce 
with his proposal, began to empty a bottle of water, which he found 
in^the room in a basin ; when he was interrupted by the prescribery 
who.Advisod hiin to use the contents of the chamber-pot, which, 
being impregnated wdth salt, would operate more effectually than 
pure eluent. Thus directed, the governor lifted up the vessel, 
which was replete with medicine, and with one turn of his hand 
diaehaiged the whole healiug inundation «upon the ill-omened 
patient) who, waking in thp utmost distraction of horreaf, ^led 
m^t hideously, just at the time when Peregrine had brotlg& hie 
mn^ess to a parley, and entertained hopes or being admitt|^ into 
chamber, 
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Terrified at this exclamation, she instantly broke off the treaty, 
beseechin|( him to retire from the door, that her honour might 
receive no injury from his being found in that place ; and ho had 
just enough of recollection loft to see the necessity of obeying the 
order ; in conformity to which he retreated well nigh deprived of 
his senses, and almost persuaded that so many unaccountable 
disappointments must havo i>roceeded from some supernatuiral 
cause, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than the involuntary 
instrument. 

Meanwhile, the doctor having asccrtfiined the malady of the 
patient, w'hoso cries, interrupted by fref[uent sobs and sighs, he 
interpreted into the barking of a dog, and having no more salt- 
water at hand, resolved to renew the bath with such materials as 
chance would afford. He actually laid hold of the bottle and 
basin ; but by this time the painter had recovered the use of his 
senses so well as to ])erccivo his drift, and, starting up like a 
frantic bedlamite, ran directly to his sword, swearing, with many 
horrid imprecations, that he would murder them both immediately, 
if he should bo hanged before dinner. They did not choose to wait 
the issue of his threat, but retired witli such precipitation that the 
physician had almost dislocated his shoulder by running against 
one side of the entry. Jolter, having pulled the door after him 
‘ upjj^tumed the key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for 
assistance. His colleague, seeing the door secured, valued himself 
upop his resolution, and exhorted him to return ^ declaring that, 
for his own part, he w^as more afraid of the madman’s teeth than 
of his weapon, and admonishing the governor to re-enter and 
execute what they had loft undone. “Go in,” sfiid he, “without 
fear or apprehension ; and if any accident shall happen to you, 
either from his slaver or his sword, 1 will assist you with my 
advice, which from this s^ition I can more coolly and distinctly 
administer, than I should bo able to supply if my ideas wore 
disturbed, or my attention engaged in any personal concern.” 

Jolter, who could make no objection to the justness of the con- 
clusion, frankly owned that ho had no inclination to try the 
experiment ; observing, that self -preservation, was the first law of 
nature; that his connections vrith the unha])i)y lunatic were but 
slight ; and tliat it could not be reasonably expected that he would 
run such risks for his service as were declined by one who had sot 
out with him from England on the footing of a companion. This 
insinuation introduced a dispute upon the nature of benevolence, 
and the moral sense, which, the republican argued, existed inde- 
pendent of any private consideration, and could* never be affected 
by any contingent circumstance of time and fortune ; while the 
other, who alfhqrrod his principles, asserted the duties apd excel- 
lence of private friendship with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest Qf the argument, they were joined by the 
Capuchin, who being astonished to bqo them thus virulently en- 
gaged at the door, and to hear the painter bellowing within the 
chamber, conjured them, in the name of God, to tell him the capse 
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of that confusion which had kept the whole house in continual 
alarm during the Lest part of the night, and secfttod to bo the 
immediate work of the devil and hi« angels* When the governor 
gave him to understand that Pallet was visited with an evil spirit, 
he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook to 
cure the painter, i)rovided he could be secured so as that he might, 
without danger to himself, burn part of a certain relic under his 
nose, whieli ho assured them was eqiiaf to tlie miraculous power of 
Eleazar’s ring. They expressed great curiosity to know what tliia 
treasure was ; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell them in 
confidence, that it was a collection of the parings of the nails 
belonging to tliose two madmen, whom Jesus purged of the legion 
of devils that afterwards entered the swine. 80 saying, he pulled 
from one of his pockets a small box, contniuing about an ounce of 
the parings of a liorso’s lioof ; at siglit of whicli the governor could 
not help smiling, on account of the grossness of the imposition. 
The doctor asked, with a supercilious smile, whether those maniacs 
whom Jesus cured were of the sorrel complexion, or dapple-gray J ' 
for, from the texture of these parings, ho could prove that the 
original owners were of the quadruped order, and even distinguish 
that their feet had been fortified with shoes of iron. 

The mendicant, wlio bore an inveterate grudge against- this son 
of .«Escula])ins ever since he had made so free with the Catho’:^ 
religion, replied, with great bitterness, that he was a wretch with 
whom no Ohrisbia'n ought to communicate; that the vengeaneo of 
Heaven would one day overtjikc him, on account of his profanity ; 
and that his heart was shod with a metal much haidor than iron, 
which nothing but hell iire would bo able to melt. 

It was now broad day, and all the servants of the inn were 
a-foot. Peregrine, seeing it w'ould bo impossible to obtain any 
sort of indemniheation for the time he bad lost, and the pertur- 
bation of his spirits hindering him from enjoying i-epose, which 
was morcoyer obstructed by the noise of Pallet and liis attendants, 
put on his clothes at once, and, in exceeding ill-humour, arrived 
at the spot where this triumvirate stood debating about the means 
of overpowering the furious painter, who still continued his song 
of oaths and execrations, and made sundry efforts to break open 
the door. Chagrined as our hero was, ho could not help laughing 
when ho heard how the patient had been treated ; and his indig- 
nation clmngiif^ into compassion, he called to him througli tlio 
keyhole, desiring to know the reason of liis distracted behaviour. 
Pallet no sooner recognized his voice than, lowering his omv'II to a 
whimpering tone, “.My dear friend!” said he, “I have at last 
detected the ruttians who have persecuted me so much. I caught 
them in the fact of suffocating me with cold water*; and, by the 
Lord, I \vill be revenged, or may I never live to finish my Cleopatra. 
For the love of God ! open the door, and I will make that conceited 
pagan, that pretender to taste, that false devotee of the anciei^, 
who poisons people with sillykica'^ies and devil’s dung — I say, I 
will make him a monument of my wrath, and an example to all the 

Q 
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cheats and impostors of the faculty ; and as for that thick-headed 
insolent pedant, his confederate, who emptied my own Jordan upon 
me while I slept, he had better have been in his beloved Paris, 
botching schemes for his friend the Pretender, than incur the effects 
of my resentment. Gadsbodikiiia ! I w jii’t leave him a windpipe 
for the hangman to stop, at the end of another I’ebellion. " 

Pickle told him his conduct had been bo extravagant as to con- 
firm the whole company in the belief that he was actually deprived 
of his senses : on wliicli supposition, Mr. .Toiler and the doctor had 
acted tho part of friends, in doing that wliich they thought most 
conducive to his recovery ; .so that their concern merited his 
thankful acknowledgment, instead of his frantic menaces ; that, 
for his own pait, he would be the first to condemn him, as one 
utterly bereft of his wits, and give orders for his being socured as 
a madman, unless he would immediately give a i)rouf of his sanity 
by laying aside his sword, composing his spirits, and thanking his 
injured friends for tlieir care of liis pcrsf)n. 

This alternative quieted his transports in a moment: ho was 
terrified at the apprehension of being treated like a bedlamite, 
being dubious of tho state of his own brain ; and, on the other 
hand, had conceived such a horror and anii])athy for his tormentors, 
that, far from believing himself (tbliged by what they had done, he 
^^OUld not even tliink of them without tlie utmost rage and detesta- 
tion. He, therefore, in tho most traiapiil voice ho could assume, 
protested that he never was less out of his st'iises than at present, 
themgh he did not know bow long ho miglit retain them, if he 
should bo considered in the light of a lunatic : that, in order to 
prove his being roi/ipos be was willing to sacrifice tho 

resentment he so justly liarboured against those who, by their 
malice, had brouglit him to this pass ; but, as he apprehended it 
would be the greatest sig^i of madness he could exJubit to thank 
them for the mischiefs ti’oy had brought upon him, he desired to 
be excused from making any such concession ; and swore he 
would endure everything ratlier than be guilty of such mean 
absurdity. 

Peregrine held a consuK-ation upon this reply, when the gover- 
nor and physician strenuously argued against any capitulation 
with a maniac, and proposed that some method might be taken to 
seize, fetter, and convey him into a dark room, where he might be 
treated according to tlie rules of art ; but the Capuchin, under- 
standing the circumstances of the case, undertook to restore him to 
his former state, without having recourse to such violent measures. 
Pickle, who was a bettor judge of the aftair than any person 
present, opened the door without further hesitation, and display^ 
the poor pdinfer standing, with a woful countenance, shivering in 
his shirt, which was as wet as if he had been dragged through 
the Dender : — a spe9,tacle which gave such offence to , the chaste 
of the Hebrew’s mistress, who was by thb time oile of the * 
spectators, that she turned her head another way, and withdrew 
to he,*: own room, exclaiming against the indecent practices of. meiT« 
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Dallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran to him, and, 
shaking him by the hands, called him his best friend, a^'d said he 
had rescued him from those who had a design against his life. 
The priest would have produced his parings, and applied them to 
his nose, but was hindered by Pickle, who advised the patient to 
shift himself, and put on iiis clothes. This being done with great 
order and deliberation, Mr. Joltor, who, with the doctor, had kept 
a wary distance, in expectation of seeing some strange effects of his 
distraction, began to believe that he had been guilty of a mistake, 
and accused tlio physician of having misled him by his false 
diagnostic. Thu doctor still insisted upon his former declaration ; 
assuring him, that although Pallet enjoyed a short interval for the 
present, the delirium would soon recur, unless they would i^rofit by 
this momentary calm, and order him to be blooded, blistered, and 
jmrged witli all imaginable despatch. 

The governor, however, notwithstanding this caution, advanced 
to the injured party, and begged pardon for the share he had in 
giving him such disturliance. Tie declared, in the most solemn 
manner, that he had no other intention than that of contributing 
towards his welfare ; and that his behaviour was the result of the 
physician’s prescription, which he affirmed was absolutely necessary 
for the recovex'y of his licalth. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his disposition, was 
satisfied with this a])ology ; but his resentment, which w’as befure 
divided, nowglo>ved with double tiro against his first fellow-traveller, 
whom he looked upon as the author of all the mischances ho bad 
undergone, and marked out for his vengeance accordingly. Yet 
the doors of reconciliation were not shut against the doctor, who, 
with great justice, might have transferred this load of offence from 
himself to Peregrine, who was, without doubt, the source of the 
painter’s misfortune : but, in tliat case, he must have owned him- 
self mistaken in his medical capacity, ^nd ho did not think the 
friend.sliip of Pallet important enough to be retrieved by such 
condo.scensioii ; so that he resolved to neglect him entirely, and 
gradually forget the former correspondence he had maintained with 
a person whom lie deemed so unworthy of his notice. 


Chap. LVIII.— l*fero(p-Ine, almost distracted with his Disappointment, cotijures the fair 
Fleming to perinijt his Visits at Wrusiaels— She ^ithdmws from his Pursuit. 

Things being thus adjusted, and all the company dressed, they 
wefft to breakfast "about five in the moniing ; and in less than an 
hour after were seated in the diligence^ where a profound silence 
prevailed. Peregrine, who used to be the life of -the society, was 
extremely pensive and melancholy on account of his mishap, the 
Israelite and his dulcinea dejected in consequence of their disgrace, 
the:p6et absorbed in lofty meditation, the painter in schemes of 
revenge ; while Jolter, rocked by the motion of the carriage, made 
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himself amends for the want of rest he had sustained ; and the 
mendicantf with his fair charge, were infected by the cloudy aspect 
of our youth, in whose disappointment each of them, for dilferent 
reasons, boro no inconsiderable share. This general languor and 
recess from all bodily exercise disposed llieni all to receive the 
gentle yoke of slumber ; and in half an nour after they had em- 
barked, there was not one of them awake, except our hero and his 
mistress, unless tho Capuchin, was idoased to counterfeit sleep, in 
order to indulge our young gentleman with an opportunity of enjoy- 
ing some private conversation with his beauteous ward. 

Peregrine did not neglect tlie occasion ; but, on the contrary, 
seized tho first minute, and, in gentle murmurs, lamented his liard 
hap in being thus tho sport of fortune. Ho assured her, and tliat 
with great sincerity, that all the cross accidents of his life had not 
cost him one half of tho vexation and keenness of cliagrin which ho 
had suffered last night ; and tliat now lie was on tl}e brink of 
parting from her, ho should be overwhelmed with the blackest 
despair, if she would not extend her compassion so far as to give 
liim an opportunity of sigliing at her feet in Brussels, during tho 
few days his affairs would permit him to spend in that city. 

This young lady, with an air of inoitilicatinn, expressed her 
sorrow for being tho innocent cause of his anxiety ; said she hoped 
>last night’s adventure w(juld be a salutary warning to both their 
souls ; for she was persuaded, tliat her virtue was protected by tho 
intervention of Heaven ; that wliatever inipressiov it might have 
made upon him, she was enabled by it to adhere to that duty from 
which her passion had begun to swerve ; and, beseeching him to 
forget her for his own peace, gave him to understand, that neither 
the plan she had laid down for her own conduct, nor the dictates 
of her honour, Avould allow her to receive his visits, or carry on 
any other correspondence with him, while she was restricted by tho 
articles of her marn'ago-vow. 

Tliis explanation produced such a violent effect upon her admirer, 
that he was for some niinutcs deprived of tho faculty of siioech ; 
w'hich he no sooner recovered, than he gave vent to the most 
unbridled transports of passion. He taxed her with barbarity 
and indiffercnco ; t<.)ld her, that she had robbed him of his reason 
and internal peace ; that he would follow her to the ends of the 
earth, and cease to live sooner tlian cease to love her ; that he 
would sacrifice tho innocent fool who had been the ctscasiou of all 
this disquiet, and niurdijr every man whom he considered as an 
obstruction to his views. In a word, his passions, which liad 
continued so long in a state of tho highest fermentation, together 
with the want of that repose which calms and qhiets the perturba- 
tion of the spirits, had WTouglit him up to a pitch of real distrac- 
tion. While hef' uttered these delirious exxircssions, tho tears ran 
down his cheeks ; and he underwent such agitation, that tho tender 
heart of the fair Flerfiing was affected with his condition; and, 
whiled her own face was bedewed witSi the streams of sympathy, 
she begged him, for Heaven’s sake, to be composed ; and promised, 
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for his satisfaction, to abate somewhat of the rigour of hSr purpose. 
Consoled by this kind declaration, ho recollected himself ; and, 
taking out his pencil, gave her his address, when she had assured 
him, that he should he<i» from her in four-and-twenty hours, at 
farthest, after their separation. 

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of himself, and, by degrees, 
recovered his serenity. But this “was not the case with hia 
Amanda, who, from this sample of his disposition, dreaded the 
irnpetu(jsity of his youth, and was effect iiall^’’ deterred from enter- 
ing into any engagements lliat might s\ibjecb her peace and repu- 
tation to tlio rash etfecls of such a violent spirit. Though she was 
captivated by his person and accoinplishnients, she had reflection 
enough to foresee, that the longer she countenanced his passion, her 
own heart would bo more and more irretrievably engaged, and the 
quiet of her life the more exposed to coiiiinual inteiTuptioii. Sho 
therefore profited by these considerations, and a sense of religious 
honour, which lieljied her to withstand the suggestions of incline*' 
tion ; and resolved to amuse her lover witli false hopes, until she 
should have it in her power to relin(]|uish his conversation, without 
running any risk of suflering by the inconsiderate sallies of hia love. 
Jt was w'itli this view that she desired he would not insist upon 
attending her to her iiiother’s house, when the diliijenct arrived at 
Brussels ; and he, cajoled by her artifice, took a formal leave of her, 
together with the other strangers, fixing his habitation at the inn to 
which he and his fellow-travellers had been directed, in the im- 
patient expectation of receiving a kind vsuminons from her within 
the limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, he went to see the 
stadthouso, park, and arsenal, took a superficial view of tho book- 
sellers’ cabinet of curiosities, and spent tho evening at tho Italian 
opera, which was at that time exhibited* for the entertainment of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, then governor of the Low' Countries. In 
short, the stated period was almost elapsed wdien Peregrine re- 
ceived a letter to this purport : — 

“ SiJi,— If you knew what, violence I do my own heart, in declarinK that I have withdrawn 
myself fu ever from your addresses, y<»n would surely ai)plaud the sarrlftce J make to 
virtue, and strive to imitate this example of self-deiiial. Yes, sir, Heaven hath lent me 
grace to struggle with my guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight of 
him who inspired It. I tliereforo conjure you, by tho regard you ought to have for the 
eternal welfare of i« both, at. well as by the esteem and affection you profess, to war with 
your unruly inclination, and desist from all attempts of Iriistratiiig tlie laudable resolution 
1 have made. Seek not to invade the peace of one who loves yon, to disturb the quiet of 
a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the thoughts of a weak woman from a 
deserving man, who, by the most sacred claim, ought to have the fUll possession of her 
heart.” • 

This billot, without either date or subscription^ banished all 
remains of discretion from tho mind of our hero, who ran instantly 
to the landlord in all the ecstasy of madness, ^aiid demanded to see 
the messenger who brought the letter, on pain of putting hia w^ole 
family to the sword. The iinkeei)or, terrified by his looks and 
menaces, fell upon his knees, protesting in the face of Heavci^that 
he was utterly ignorant and ianogent of anything that could give 
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him offeiic'e, and that the billet was brought by a person whom he 
did not know, and who retired immediately, saying it required 
no answer. He then gave utterance to his fury in a thousand 
imprecations and invectives against a the writer, whom he 
dishonoured with Iho appellations of a coquetle, a jilt, an 
adventurer, who, by means of a pimping j)riest, had defrauded 
him of his money. He denrmnced vengeance against the mendi- 
cant, whom he swore he would destroy if over ho should set eyes 
on him again. 

The painter unluckily appearing during tliis paroxysm of rage, 
he seized him by the throat, saying he was ruined by his accursed 
folly ; and in all likelihood ])oor Pallet would have been strangled 
had not Jolter interposed in his behalf, beseeching liis pupil to 
have mercy upon the suflerer, and, with inhnite anxiety, desiring 
to know the cause <if this violent assault. Ho received no answer 
but a string of iiicohcj cnt curses. When the painter, with unspeak- 
'•able astoniahinent, took God to witness that ho had done nothing 
to disoblige him, the governor began to think, in sad earnest, that 
Peregrine’s vivacity had at length risen to the transports of actual 
madness, and was himself almost distracted with this supposition. 
That he might the better judge what remedy ouglit to be applied, 
' ho used his whole inlkience, and practised all his chx^uence upon 
the youth, in order to learn the immediate cause of his delirium. 
H^ employed the most pathetic entreaties, and ctoti shed tears in 
the course of liis supplication ; so that Pickle, the first violence of 
the hurricane being blown over, was ashamed of his own impru- 
dence, and retired to his chamber in order to recollect his dissipated 
thoughts j there he shut himself up, and, for the second time, 
perusing the fatal epist;le, began to waver in his opinion of the 
author’s character and intention. He sometimes considered her as 
one of those nymphs, wdio, under the mask of innocence and sim- 
plicity, practise upon the hearts and i)urse3 of unwary and inex- 
perienced youths : this w^as the suggestion of his wrath inflamed 
by disappointment ; but, when he reflected upon the circumstances 
of her behaviour, and recalled her particular charms to his imagi- 
nation, the severity of his censure gave way* and his heart declared 
in favour of her sincerity. 

Yet even this consideration aggravated the sense of his loss, and 
he was in danger of rclaiising into his former distraction, when 
his passion was a little becalmed by the hope of seeing her again, 
either by accident or in the course of a diligent and minute in- 
quiry, which he forthwith resolved to set on foot. He had reason 
U* believe that her own heart would espouse his cause in spite of 
her virtue’s determination ; and did nob despair of meeting with 
the Capuchin, whose good offices he knew he could at any time 
command. Comforted with these reflections, the tempest of his 
soul subsided. In less than two hours he joined his company with 
an air of composure, and asked the i^aintor’s forgiveness fo?? fcjie 
freedom he had taken, the cause of which he promised hereafter to 
explain. Pallet was glad of being reconciled on any terms tp o»0 
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whose countenance supported him in er[uilibrio with his antagonist 
the doctor; and Mr. Joltcr was rejoiced beyond meastir© at his 
pupil’s recovery. 


Chap. LTX. — Porf-grlne inocta with Mrs. Ilornhprk, and is con8oi:cd for Ills LoM— Ilfs 
Valcl-de-cliambrc is embruilcd with her Ducuna, whom, however,, he finds means to 
appease. • 

Everythinu having thus resumed its natural channel, they dined 
together in great tranquillity. In the afternoon, Peregrine, on 
pretence of staying at home to write letters, while his companions 
were at tlie coffee-liouso, ordered a coach to be called, and, with 
his valet'de-chambre, who was tlie only person acquainted with 
the present state of his thoughts, set out for the promenade, to 
wdiich all the ladies of fashion resort in the evening during the 
summer season, in hojios of seeing his fugitive among the rest. 

Having made a cii’cnit round the walk, and narrowly observed 
every female in the jilaeo, he iierceived at some distance the livery ’ 
of Hornbeck upon a lacquey that stood at the back of a coacli ; 
upon which lie ordered his man to reconnoitre the said carriage, 
while he pulled nji liis glasses, that he might not be discovered 
before he should have received some intolligence by which he might 
conduct himself on this imex])ocred occasion, that already began to 
interfere with the purpose of liis coming thither, though it could 
nob dispute his arloiilion with the iilea of his charming uuknowp. 

His Mercury, having made his observations, reported that there 
was nobody in the coach Inii Mrs. HornV^eck and an elderly w'omaii, 
W'ho had all the air of a duenna ; and tliat the servant was not the 
same footman who had attended them in Franco. Encouraged by 
this information, our hero ordered liimself to be driven close uj) to 
that side of their coiivonienco on which his old mistress sat, and 
accosted her with the usual salutation. Tliis lady no sooner beheld 
her gallant than her checks reddened with a double glow, and she 
exclaimed, “ Dear brother, I am overjoyed to sec you ! Pray come 
into our coacli.” He took the hint imnicdiatcly, and, compl3dng 
with her ro(picst, emb^’aced this new sister wdth great affection. 

Perceiving that her attendant was very mucli sui’prised and 
alarmed at this unexpected meeting, she, in order to banish her 
suspicion, an^I at the same time give her lover his cue, told him 
that his brother (meaning her husband) was gone to the Spii for a 
few weeks, by the advice of physicians, on iiccouut of his ill state 
of health ; and that, from his la^st letter, she had the pleasure to 
tell him he was in a fair way of doing Avell. The young gentleman 
expressed his satisfaction at this piece of nows ; observing, with 
an air of fraternal concern, that if his brotlier had riot made too 
free with his constitution, his friends in England would have had 
no occasion to repine at his absence and want of health, by which 
he was banished from his o\in country and connections. HefAhen 
, asked, with an affectation of surprise, why she had not accompanied 
her spouse, and was given to understand that his teuderi^ss (ff 
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affection would not suffer him to expose her to the fatigues of the 
journey, Which hiy among rocks that were almost inaccessible. 

The duenna’s doubts being eased by this preamble of conversation, 
ho changed the 8ul>jcct to the pleasures of the place ; and, among 
other such questions, inquired if she hati as yet visited Versailles. 
Tliis is a public-house, situated upon the canal, at the distance of 
about two miles from town, and accommodated with tolerable 
gardens, for the cutortainnnmt of company. WJien she replied in 
tJie negative, he lu’oposcd to accompany her thither immediately ; 
but the governaute, who had hitherto sat silent, objected to this 
proposal ; telling them, in broken English, that as the lady was 
under her care, she could not answer to Mr. Hrinibeck for allowing 
her to visit such a suspicious place. “As for that matter, 
madam,” said the contident gallant, “give yourself no trouble; 
the consequences shall be at my peril ; and I will undertake to 
insure you against niy brother’s resentment.” So saying, ho 
directed the coacliiuan to the place, and ordered his own to follow, 
•^.mder the auspices of his valct-de-ch.imhre ; while tlie old gentle- 
woman, overruled by liis assurance, rpiiefcly submitted to his 
authority. 

Being arrived at tlie place, he handed the ladies from tlic coach, 
and then, for the lirst time, observed that the duenna was lame, a 
circumstance of wdiich he did not scnijde to take the lulvantage ; 
for they had scarce alighted, and drunk a glass of wine, when ho 
advised his sister to enjoy a w%alk in the garden ; Mid although the 
attendant made shift to keep them almost always in view, they 
onji^yed a detached conversation, in which Peregrine learned that 
the true cause of her being left behind at Brussels, wdiilst her 
husband proceeded to Spa, w'as Ins dread of the company and 
familiarities of that place, to which his jealousy durst not expose 
her ; and tliat she had lived three weeks in a convent at Lisle, 
from which she was delivered by bis own free motioji, because 
indeed he could no longer exist without her company ; and, lastly, 
our lover understood tliat her govemante was a mere dragon, who 
had been reconmuTided to him by a {Spanish merchant, whose wife 
she attended to her dying day ; but she very much questioned 
whether or not her fidelity was proof enough against money and 
strong waters. Peregrine assured her the experiment should be 
tried before parting ; and they agreed to pass the night at Ver- 
sailles, provided his endeavours should succeed. • 

Having exercised themselves in this manner, until his duenna’s 
spirits were pretty much exhausted, that she might be the better 
disposed to recruit them with a glass of they returned to 

their apartment, and the cordial was recommended and received in 
a bumper ; bu^ as it did not produce such a visible alteration as 
the sanguine hopes of Pickle had made him expect, and the old 
gentlew’oman observed that it began to be late, and that the gates 
wou^d be shut in a little time, ho filled up a parting glass, and 
pledged her in equal quantity. Her blood was too much chilled to 
be wty:med even by this extraordinary dose, which ms^de immediiktO 
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innovation in the brain of our youth, who, in the gaiety of his 
imagination, overwhelniotl this ahe-Argus with such pf'ofusion of 
galliiutry, that she was more intoxicated with his expressions than 
with the spirits slio had drunk. When in the course of toying he 
dropped a purse into her bosom, she seemed to forgot how the night 
wore, and, with the approl[)atiou of her charge, assented to his pro- 
posal of having something for sujipoi*. 

This was a groat point which our* adventurer had gained; and 
yet he plainly perceived that the govcnianto mistook his meaning, 
by giving herself credit for all the \)assu)n he had professed. As 
this eiTor could be roctitied by no otlicr means than those of plying 
her with the bottle, until hci- distinguishing faculties should be 
overpowered, he promoted a (piick civculaiion. She did him 
justice, without any manifest signs of inchnatioii; so long, that 
his own eyes began to reel in tlu‘ sockets, and he fomnl that before 
his scheme could bo accomplisiied, ho should be eifectually unlitted 
for all the purposes of love. He therefore had recourse to his valet- 
dc-chambro, who understood tlie hint as soon as it w'as given, amV 
readily undertook to perform the part, of which his master had 
playcnl the prelude. This affair bcong settled to his satisfaction, 
and the night at odds with morning, lie book an opportunity of 
imparting to the ear of this aged dulcinea a kind wdiispcr, im- 
pfirtiiig a promise of visiting her wdicn Ins sister should bo retired 
to her own chamber, and an earnest desire of leaving her door 
unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, he convoyed a 
caution of the same nature to Mrs. Ilornbeck, as ho led her to her 
apartment ; and darkness and silence no sooner prevailed in the 
house, than lie and his trusty scjuire set out on their diderent 
voyages. Everything would liavo succeeded according to their 
wish, had not the valot-de~chambre Buflcrod himself to fall asleep 
at the side of his inamorata, and, in tlie agitation of a violent 
dream, c.Kclaimcd in a voice so luiliko that of her supposed adorer, 
that she distinguislied the difference at once. Waking him with a 
pinch and a loud shriek, she threatened to prosecute him for a rape, 
and reviled him wdth„/iil the epithets her rage and disappointment 
could suggest. 

The Frenchman, finding himself detected, behaved with great 
temper and address : he begged she w^ould compose herself, on 
account of hCr own reputation, which was extremely dear to him ; 
protesting that he had a most inviolable esteem for lier person. His 
represenbitions had weight with the duenna, who, upon recollection, 
comprehended the whole affair, and thought it would be her interest 
to bring matters to an accommodation. She tlicreforo admitted the 
apologies of her bed-fellow, provided he would promifife to atone by 
maniago for the injury she had sustained ; and in this particular he 
set her heart at ease by repeated vows, Avhiah he uttered with sur- 
prising volubility, though without any intention to perform thetleasb 
tittle of their contents. 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her Qxclamation, and to 
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the door with a view of interposing according to the emergency of 
the case, 6verhearing the aflair thus compromised, retunied to his 
mistress, who was highly entertained with an account of what had 
passed, foreseeing that for the future she should be under no diffi- 
culty or restriction from the severity of her guard, 


Chap. LX.— Hornbpck is informed of iiis Wife's Artvonturo with P.Tegrino, for whom ho 
proparos a Strata^om, \\liirh is rendrrod ineflerlual by the Inlorniaiion of Pipes — Ttie 
Husband is ducked for bis Intouiluii, and our Hero apprehL‘udi.'d by the Patrol. 

There was another person, however, still ungaiiied ; and that was 
no other than her footman, whoso secrecy our hero attempted to 
secure in the morning by a luirulsomo present, w'liich he received 
with many professions of gratitude and devotion to his service ; yet 
this complaisance was nothing but a cloak used to disguiae the design 
ho harboured of making liis master acquainted with the whole 
■transaction. Indeed this lactpiey luul beoii lured, not only as a spy 
upon his mistress, but also as a chock on the comluct of the gover- 
nanto, with promise of ample rcwaid if ever lie should discover any 
sinister or auspicunis jn actices in the course of her behaviour. As 
for the footman whom they had brought from England, he wa.s 
reUined m attendance iqioii the iierson of his master, whoso con- 
fidence lie had lost ]jy advising him to gentle methods of reclaiming 
his lady, when her irregularities had subjoi^ted licrHo his wrath. 

The Flemish valet, in consequence of the office he had undertaken, 
wrote to Kornbeck by the lirst post, giving an exact detail of the 
adventure at Versailles, with such a descriptiou of the pretended 
brother as left the husband no r(>om to think he could be any other 
person than his lirst dishonourer ; and exasjierated him to such a 
degree, that he resolved to lay an ambush fur t his invader, and at 
once disqualify him from disturbing liis repose, by maintaining further 
correspondence with his wife. 

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themselves without restraint, and 
Peregrine’s plan of incpiiry after his dear unknown was for the 
present postjioiicd. His felloAv-travellers were confounded at his 
mysterious motions, which tilled the heart of Jolter with anxiety and 
terror. This careful conductor was fraught >vith such experience 
of his pupil’s disposition, that he trembled with the ajmrehension of 
some sudden accident, and lived in continual alarm, like a man that 
walks under the wall of a nodding tower. Nc»r did he enjoy any 
alleviations of his fears, when, upon telling the young gentleman 
that the rest of the company were desirous of de[>tirtmg for Antwerp, 
he answered, they were at liberty to consult their own inclinations ; 
but, for his dwp part, he Avas resolved to stay in Brussels a few days 
longer. By this declaration the governor was confirmed in the 
opinion of his having. some intrigue upon the anvil. In the bitte^ 
ness^of his vexation, he took the liberj^ of signifying Ins suspicion, 
and reminding him of the dangerous dilemmas to wluch he bs^d been 
redum>d by his former precipitatioUi 
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Peregrine took liis Ce'iution in good part, and promised^to behave 
with such circumspection as would screen him from any troublesome 
consequences for the future ; but, nevertheless, behaved that same 
evening in such a maimer as plainly showed that his prudence was 
nothing else than vain speculation. He had made an appointment 
to spend the niglit, as usual, with Mrs. Horiibeck ; and about nine 
o'clock hastened to her lodgings, when he was acco.sted in the street 
by his old discarded friend Thomas Pi])es, who, wdthout any other 
preamble, told him, that for all ho had turned liiin adrift, he did not 
choose to SCO him run full sail into his enemy’s harbour, without 
giving him timely notice <»f llie danger. “ I’ll tell you what,” said 
he; “mayhap you think I w^ant to curry favour, that I may be 
ttiken in tow again ; if you do, you liave made a mistake in your 
reckoning. I am (dd enougli to lie laid up, and have wherewithal to 
keep my planks from the weatlnn*. T>ut tliis here is the affair ; I 
have known you since you wci’O no higlier than a mavliiispike, and 
shouldn’t care to see you deprived of your rigging at these years ; 
whereby I am informed by Hornbeck’s man, whom 1 this afternoon' 
full ill with byclianco, as how lii.s master has got intelligence of your 
boarding bis ivifo, and has steered privately into this port, with a 
largo complement of hands, in order, d’ye see, to secure you while 
you are under the hatches. Now, if so bo as how you have a mind 
to give him a salt eel for his supper, here am T, without hope of fee 
or reward, ready to stand by you, as long as my timbers will stick 
together : and if I expect any recompense, may I be bound tOi ejit 
oakum and drink bilge-water for life.” 

Startled at this information, Peregrine examined liim upon the 
particulars of his discourse with the Jacipiey ; and ivlieii he under- 
stood that liornbock’s intelligence flowed from the (*anal of his 
Flemish footman, he believed every circumstance of Tom’s report, 
thanked him for this warning, and, fiftiy: having reprimanded him 
for his misbehaviour at Lisle, assured him that it should be bis own 
fault if ever they should part again. Ho then deliberated with him- 
self whether or not lie should retort the [luvpose iiiion hisadvereary ; 
but when he considered that Horubeck was not the aggressor, and 
made that unhappy husband’s case bis own, he could not help quit- 
ting hia intention of revenge ; though, in his opinion, it ought to 
have been executed in a more honourable manner, and therefore he 
determined lip chastise him for his want of spirit. Nothing sui'ely 
can be more insolent and unjust than this determination, which 
induced him to punish a person for his want of courage to redress 
the injury which he himself had done to hia re^iutatiori and peace ; 
and yet this barbjfrity of decision is authorized by the opinion and 
practice of inankimk 

With these aeiitiments he returned to the inn, and, putting a pair 
of pistols in his pocket, ordered his valet-de-chambre and Pipes to 
follow him at a small distance, so as that th^ should be within call 
in case of necessity ; then pasted himself within thirty yards ef his 
dulcinea’s door. There he had not been above half an hour, when 
be pexH?oivQd four men take their station on the other side^with a 
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view, as ^le guessed, fco watch for his going in, that he might be 
taken unawai-es. But when they had tarried a considerable time in 
that corner, witliout I’oaping the fruits of their expectation, their 
leader, persuaded tl)at the gallant had gained admittance by some 
secret means, approaclied the door with his followers, who, accord- 
ing to tho instructions tlioy had received, no sooner saw it opened, 
than they rushed in, leaving their employer in the street, where he 
thought his person would be least endangered. Our adventurer, 
seeing him all alone, advanced with speed, and, clai)ping a pistol to 
his breast, commaiulod liiin to follow his footstt‘i)s, without noise, 
on pain of immediate death. 

Territied at this sudden apparition, Hornbeck r^beyed in silence ; 
and in a few minutes they arrived at the quay, where Pickle, 
halting, gave him to uiidcrstaiid that lie was no stranger to his 
villanous design, and told him, that if he conceived himself 
injured by any circumstance of liis conduct, lie would now give 
liim an opportunity of resenting the wrong in a manner becoming 

man of honour. “You have a sword about you,” said he ; “or 
if you don’t choose to put the aflair on that issue, here is *1 brace 
of pistols ; lake which you please.” Such an acldrcsa could not 
fail to disconcert a man of his character. After some hesitation, 
ho in a faltering accent denied that his design was to mutilate 
Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himself entitled to the benefit of 
tho law, by wliich he would liavo obtained a divorce,^ if he could have 
[irqcured evidence of his wife’s inlidelity ; and with tliat view he 
had employed people to take advantage of the information he had 
received. With regard to his alternative, he declined it entirely ; 
because ho could not see what satisfaction ho should enjoy, in being 
shot through the head, or run through tho lungs, by a person who 
liad already wronged him iu an irreparable manner. Lastly, his 
fear made him propose, ,*hat the allair should be loft to the 
arbitration of tw'o creditable men, altogether uncuiicernod in the 
dispute. 

To these remonstrancos, Peregrine replied, in tho stylo of a hot- 
headed young man, conscious of his own unjustifiable behaviour, 
that every gentleman ought to be a judge oS his own honour, and 
therefore he would submit to tho decision of no umpire whatBoevor ; 
that he would forgive his want of courage, which might be a natural 
infirmity, but his mean dissimulation he could not pardon ; that, os 
he was certified of the rascally intent of his ambuscade by undoubted 
intelligence, he would treat him, not with a retaliation of his own 
treachery, but with such indignity as a scoundrel deserves to sulfor, 
unle.ss he would make one elibrt to maintain the cHaracter he assumed 
in life ; so saying, he again presented his xiistol, which being rejected 
as before, he caljied his two ministers, and ordered them to duck him 
in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed almost in the same 
breath, to the unspeakable terror and disorder of the poor shiver- 
ing patient, who, having undergone tho immersion, ran about like 
a drowned rat, Bc^ueaking for aBsistance aud revenge. His pries wer^ 
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overheArd by iho patrol, which, chancing to pass that way, took him 
under their protection, and, in consequence of his comjdaint and 
information, wont in pursuit of our adventurer and his attendants^ 
who were soon overtaken and surrounded. Rash and inconsiderate 
as the young gentleman wi^s, ho did not pretend to stand upon the 
defensive against a file of musketeers, althougli Pipes had drawn 
his cutlass at their approach ; but surrendered himself without 
opposition, an<l was conveyed to the main guard, where tho com- 
manding officer, cngai^od by his appearance and address, treated 
him with all imaginable respect. Hearing the particulars of his 
adventure, he assured him that the prince would consider the whole 
as a tour dejrnnessc, and order him to be released witliout delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in Ins report, he made 
such a favourable representation of the ])risoiier, that our hero was 
on the point of being discharged, Avhen IT^n’iibeck preferred a com- 
jdaint, accusing him of a purpoM'd assassination, and jiraying that 
such punishment should lie intticted upon him as liis highness should 
think adequate to the nature of the crime, 'rho prince, perplexed , 
with this petition, in consequence of which he foresaw that lu* 
must disoblige a British siibjeot, stuit for the plaintiff, of whom he 
had soine knowledge, and iu person exhorted him to drop the 
prosecution, wliicli \vould only serve to jiropagato lus own shame ; 
but Ilornbeck was too much incensed to listen to any proposal of 
that kind, and peremptorily demanded justice against the prisoner, 
whom he rcprcse^iti'd as an obscure adventurer, wlio hud made 
repeated attempts upon his honour and his life. Prince Cliarles 
told liim, that what ho had advised was in the capacity of a friend ; 
but, since ho insisted upon his acting as a magistrate, the affair 
should bo examined, and determined according to the dictates of 
justice and truth. 

The iietitioner being dismissed with this iiromisc, the defendant 
was in his turn brought before the judgk*, wliose jiroposscssion in 
his favour was in a great measure weakened by what his antagonist 
had said to the prejudice of his birth and reputation. 


y 

CifAP. LXI. — Perepfrine relrascd — Jolter ronfoundod at Ins mystfrloiis Conduct— A 

Contofit happens bel^icen the Poet and the Paiuicr, who are icconciled bv the Mediation 
of tneirlcllow-travcUeis. 

t* 

Our hero, understanding from some expressions which escaped tho 

E rince, that ho was considered in the light of a sharper and assassin, 
egged that he might tho liberty of sending for some vouchers, 
that would probably vindicate his cliaracter from Iho malicious 
aspersions of his adversary. This permission being granted, he 
wrote a letter to his governor, desiring that lie would bring to him 
the letters of recommendation which ho had received from tho 
British ambassador at Paris, and such other x>apers as he thought 
conducive to evince the importance of his situation. 

Tho billet was given in charge to one of the subaltern officeij on. 
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duty, who carried it to the inn, and demanded to speak with 
Mr. JolWr. Pallet, who happened to be at the door when this 
messenger arrived, and heard him inquire for the tutor, ran 
directly to that gentle man’s apartment, and in manifest disorder 
told him that a huge fellow’ of a soldier, ,wdth a monstrous pair of 
whiskers, and a fur cap as big as a bushel, w'as asking for him at 
the door. The poor governor began to shako at this intimation, 
though he was not conscious of having committed anything that 
could attract the attention of the state. When the officer appeared 
at his chamber-door, his confusion increased to such a degree, that 
his perception seemed to vanish, and the subaltern repeated the 
purport of his errand three times before he could comprehend his 
meaning, or ventui’e to receive the letter which he presented. At 
lengtli he suinmoncd all his fortitude, and, having perused the 
epistle, his terror sank into anxiety. Uis ingenious fear imme- 
diately suggested that Peregrine w’as conlinecl in a dungeon for 
some outrage he had committed. He ran with great agitation h') 
• a trunk, and, taking out a bundle of p;ip(3rs, followed his con- 
ductor, being attended by the painter, to whom he had hinted his 
apprehension. 

When they passed through the guard, which wras under arms, 
the hearts of both died witliin them ; and when they came into the 
presence, there was such an expression of awful horror on the 
countenanco of .Toiler, that the prince, observing Ins dismay, wjis 
pleased to encourage him with au assurance th.^ he had nothing 
to* fear. Thus comforted, he recollected himself so well as t() 
understand his pupil, when ho desired linn to ])roduco the ainlrns- 
sador’s letters ; seme of which being open, were immediately read 
by his highness, who wiia porsoiudly acciuainted w'ith the writer, 
and knew several of the noblemen to whom they were addressed. 
These recommendations were so warm, and represented the young 
gentleman in such au advantageous light, tliat the prince, con- 
vinced of the injustice his character had suft'ered by the misrepre- 
sentation of Horiibeck, took our hero by the hand, •, asked pardon 
for the doubts lie had entertained of his honour, declared him from 
that moment at liberty, ordered his domestics to be enlarged, and 
offered him his countenance and protectioTi as long as he should 
remain in the Austrian Netherlands. At the same time he cau- 
tioned him against indiscretion in the course of his gallantries ; 
and took his word and honour, that he should drop#i]l measures of 
resentment against the person of Hornbeck, during his residence 
in that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted^ thanked the prince 
in the most respectful manner for his generosity and candour, and 
retired w'ithr his tw’o friends, who were amazed and bewildered in 
their thoughts* at w’hat they had seen and heard, the whole adven- 
ture still remaining , without the sphere of their comprehensipn, 
wlijeh was not at all’ enlarged by the unaccountable appejirahce of 
Pipes, who, with the valet^e-chamlff^, joined them at the castle** 
gate^ Had Jolter been a man of a luxuriant imagination, his bt^in 
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Would undoubtedly have suffered in the investigation of his pupil’s 
mysterious conduct, which he strove in vain to unravel ; but bis 
intellects were too solid to be affected by the miscarriage of his 
invention ; and, as Peregriuo did not think proper to make him 
acquainted with the causo»of his being apprehended, he contented 
himself with supposing tliat there was a Indy in tlio case. 

The painter, avIkjso imagination was of a more flimsy texture, 
formed a thousand chimorical conjectiTi-ea, which he communicated 
to Pickle in imperfect insinuations, hoyjing by his answers and 
behaviour to discover tho truth : but the youth, in order to tan- 
talize him, eluded all liis inquiries witli such an appearance of 
industry and art, as heightened his curiosity, while it disappointed 
his aim, and intlamed him to such a degree of impatience, that his 
wits began to be unsettled : then Peregrine was fain to. recompose his 
brain, by telling him in coniideuce, that he had been arrested as a 
spy. Tills secret he found mote intolerable than his former uncer- 
tainty : he ran from one apartment to another, like a goose in the 
agonies of egg-laying, with intention of dislnirdening this impor-^ 
tant load ; but Jolter being cngago<l with Ins pupil, and all the 
people of tho house ignorant of the only language he could speak, 
he was compelled, with iiilinite reluctance, to address himself to 
the doctor, who was at that time shut iqi in his own chamber. 
Having knocked at the door to no jiurposo, ho peeped through tho 
keyhole, and saw tho pliysician sitting at a table, witli a pen in 
one hand, and p;^per before him, his head reclined upon his other 
hand, and his eyes fixed upon the ceiling, as if he had been en- 
tranced, Pallet, concluding that lie was under the power of some 
convulsion, eiideavourcid to force the door open , .and the noise of 
his efforts recalled tho doctor from his reverie. 

Tliis poetical repuhlican, being so disagreeably di.sturbed, startecl 
up ill a passion, and, oiieniiig the door, no sooner perceived wlio 
had interrupted him, than he flung it iff his face with great fury, 
and cursed him for his imjicrtinent intrusion, which had deprived 
him of the most delightful vision that ever regaled the human 
fancy. He imagined, as ho afterwards imparted to Peregrine, tliat 
as he enjoyed himself in walking through tho flowery plain that 
borders on Parnassus, fie was met by a venerable sage, whom, by a 
certain divine vivacity that lightened from his eyes, he instantly 
knew to bo the immortal Pindar, lie was immediately struck 
with revoren(ff) and awe, and prostrated himself before the appari- 
tion, which, taking him by the hand, lifted him gently from the 
ground ; and, with woi'ds more sivect than the honey of the Hybla 
bees, told him that, of all tho moderns, he alone was visited by 
that celestial impulse by which he himself had been inspired, 
when he produced his most applauded odes. So saying, he led him 
Up the sacred hill, persuaded him to drink a copious'^draught of the 
waters, of tho Hippocrene, and then presented Jiim to tho harmonious 
Kliie, whp crowfled his temples with a laurel-wreath. 

Uo wonder that he was enraged to find himself cub off from Ihoh 
sublime society. He raved in Greek against the invader, wl^ was 
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SO big with his own purpose, that, unmindful of tlio disgrace ho 
had sustaihed, and disregarding all the symptoms of the physician’s 
displeasure, he applied his mouth to the door, in an eager tone. 
“I’ll hold you any wager,” said he, “that I guess the true cause 
of Mr, Pickle’s imiuisoumcnt. ” To this challenge he received no 
reply ; and therefore repeated it, adding, “ I suppose you imagine 
ho was taken up for fighting a duel, or aflronting a nobleman, or 
lying with some man’s wife, or some such matter : but, egad ! you 
was never more mistaken in your life ; and I’ll lay iny Cleopatra 
against your Homer’s head, that in four-and-tweiity hours you 
sha’n’t light on the true reason.” 

The favourite of the muses, exasperated at this vexatious perse- 
verance of the painter, who he imagined had come to tease and 
insult him, “ 1 w'ould,” said he, “ sacnfico a cock to .^‘Ksculapius, were 
I assured that any person had been taken up for extirpating such 
a troublesome Goth as 3 011 are from the face of the earth. As for 
your boasted Cleopatra, which you say was drawli from 3’^our own 
wife, I believe the copy lias as much of the Kaxhv as the original : 
but, were it mine, it sliould be hung up in tlic ’I'cmple of Cloacina, 
as the picture of that goddess ; for an 3^ other apartment would bo 
disgraced by its appearance.” “TTark ye, sir,” replied Pallet, 
enraged in his turn at the contemi»tuous mention of Ins darling 
performance, “you may make as free witli my wife as 3^011 think 
proper ; but ’ware my works ; blioso are the children of my fanc3% con- 
ceiyed by the glowing imagination, and formed by the art of my 
own hands : and you yourself are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, 
and an inijiudcnt pretending jackaiiapes, to treat with such disre- 
spect a production, whiclj, in the opinion of all the coiiiKUsseurs of 
the age, will, when finished, be a ma.sterpiece in its kind, and do 
honour to human genius and skill. So I say again and again (and I 
care not' though your friend Playtor heard me), that you have no 
more taste than a drayniaii”s horse ; and that those foolish notions 
of the ancients ought to be drubbed f)ut of you with a good cudgel, 
that you might learn to treat men of parts with more veneration. 
Perhaps you may not always be in the company of one who will 
halloo for assistance when you are on the brink of being chastised 
for your jnsohnice, as I did when you brought upon yourself the 
resentment of that Scot, who, by the Lard ! would have paid you 
both Scot and lot, as Palstaff sa3"a, if the French officer had not put 
him in arrest. ” * 

The physician, to this declamation, which was conveyed through 
the keyhole, answered, that he (the painter) was a follow so in- 
finitely below his consideration, that his conscience upbraided him 
with no action of his life except that of choosing such a wretch for 
his companion and fellow-traveller ; that ho had viewed his character 
through the medium of good-nature and compassion, which had 
prompted him to give , Pallet an opportunity of acquiring some new 
idea^jl under his immediate instruction ; but he had abused his 
goodness and condescension in such a flagrant manner, that he was 
now determined to discard him entirely from his acquaintance, and 
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desired him, for the present, to take himself away, on pain of being 
kicked for his presumption. 

Pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated by this threat, 
which he retorted with great virulence, defying him to come 
forth, that it might appety' which of them was best skilled in that 
pedestrian exercise, which ho immediately began to practise against 
the door with such thundering application, as reached the ears of 
Pickle and his governor, wlio, coming out into the passage and 
seeing him thus employed, asked if he had forgot the chamber- 
pots of Alost, that ho ventured to behave in such a manner, as 
entitled him to a second prescription of the same nature. 

The doctor, understanding that there was company at hand, 
opened the door in a twinkling ; and, springing upon his antagonist 
like a tiger, a fierce contention would have ensued, to the infinito 
satisfaction of our hero, had not Jolter, to the manifest peril of his 
own person, interposed, aiiJ partly by force, and partly by 
exhortations, put a stop to the engagement before it was fairly 
begun. After having demonstrated the indecency of such a vulgar < 
rencounter bctwdxt two fellow-citizens in a foreign land, he begged 
to know the cause of their dissension, and offered his good offices 
towards an accommodation. Peregrine also, seeing the fray was 
finished, expressed himself to the same purpose ; and the painter, 
for obvious rejisons, declining an exjdanation, his aniagonisb told 
the youth what a mortifying interruption he had suffered by the 
impertinent intinsion of Pallet, and gave him a detail of tbe 
particulars of his vision as above recited. Tlie arbiter owned, 
the provocation was not to bo endured ; and decreed, that the 
offender should make some atonement for his transgression ; upon 
which the painter observed, that howsoever ho might have been 
disposed to make acknowledgments, if the physician had signified 
his displeasure like a gentleman, the comidainant had now forfeited 
all claim to any such concessions by thtf vulgar manner in which 
he had reviled him and his productions ; observing, that if he (the 
painter) had been inclined to retort his slanderous insinuations, 
the republican’s own works would have afforded ample subject for 
his ridicule and censure. 

After divers disputes and representations, peace was at length 
concluded, on condition that, for the future, the doctor should 
never mention Cleopatra, unless ho could say something in her 

E raise ; and that Pallet, in consideration of his having been the 
rst aggressor, should make a sketch of the physician’s vision, to 
bo engraved and prefixed to the next edition of his odes. 


It 
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Chat. LXIl.~The Travellers depart for Antwerp, at w^lch Place the Painter gives a tooM 
to his Enthusiasm. 

Our adventurer, baffled in his efForta to retrieve his lost Amanda, 
yielded at length to the remonstrances of his governor and fellow- 
travellers, who, out of pure complaisance to him, had exceeded 
their intended stay by six days at least ; and a couple of post- 
chaises, with three riding-horses, being hired, they departed from 
Brussels in the morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about 
eight in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp. During 
this day’s journey, Pallet was elevated to an uncommon flow of 
spirits, with the prospect of seeing the birth-place of Hubens, for 
whom ho professed an enthusiastic admiration. He swore, that 
the pleasure he felt was equal to that of a Musfeulman> on the last 
day of his pilgrimage to Mecca ; and that he already considered 
himself a native of Antwerp, being so intimately acquainted with 
their so justly boasted citizen, from whom, at cerUin junctures, he 
could not help believing himself derived, because his own pencil 
adopted the manner of that great man with surprising facility, 
and his face wanted nothing but a pair of whiskers and a beard* 
to exhibit the express image of the Fleming's countenance. He 
tqld them ho was so proud of this resemblance,^ that, in order to 
render it more striking, he had at one time of his life resolved to 
keep his face sacred from the razor ; and in that purpose he had 
persevered, notwithstanding tho continual reprehensions of Mrs, 
Pallet (who, being tlien with child, said his aspect was so hideous, 
that she dreaded a niiscaniage every hour), until she threatened, 
in [jlain terms, to dispute the sanity of his intellects, and apply to 
the chancellor for a committee. 

The doctor, on tiiis occasion, observed, that a man who is not 
proof against the solicitations of a woman, can never expect to 
make a great figure in life ; that painters and poets ought to culti- 
vate no wives but tho Muses ; or if they are, by the accidents of 
fortune, encumbered with families, they should carefully guard 
against that pernicious weakness, falsely honoured with the appel- 
lation of natural aflection, and pay no manner of regard to the 
impertinent customs of the world. — “Granting that' you had been, 
for a short time, deemed a lunatic,” said he, “jmu might heve 
acquitted yourself honourably of that imputation by some perfor- 
mance that would have raised your character above all censure. 
Sophocles himself, that celebrated tragic poet, who, for the swe^- 
ness of his vej’sification, was styled McAirra, or ‘'the Bee,” in nis 
old age suffered the same accusation from his own children, who, 
seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote himself enth'ply 
to;,TOetry, carried him before tho^ magistrato, ' hs a nqian whose 
intellects were so much impaired by tlie infirmities of age, tbat'he 
was^ no longer fit to manage his domestic concerns ; n^n which. 
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the reverend bard produced his tragedy of OiBlirovs ^ir) Ko\o>vf^ as 
a work he had just finished; which being perused, instead of 
being declared unsound of understanding, he was dismissed with 
admimtion and applause. I wish your beard and whiskers had 
been sanctioned by the •like authority ; though T am afraid you 
would have been in the predicament of those disciples of a certoin 
philosopher, who drank decoctions^ of cumin-seeds, that their 
faces might adopt the paleness of* their master’s complexion, 
hoping that, in being as wan, they would be as learned as their 
teacher.” The painter, stung with this sarcastn, replied, “or like 
those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, eating sillikicaby, and 
pretending to see visions, think they equal the ancients in tast<3 
and genius.” The physician retorted, Pallet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued, until they entered the gatfes of Antwerp, 

- when the admirer of Rubens broke forth into a rapturous exclama- 
tion, which put an end to the dispute, and attracted the notice 
of the inhabitants ; many of whom, by shrugging up their shoulders, 
and pointing to thejr foreheads, gave shrewd indicatiens that they 
believed him a poor geritleinaii disordered in his brain. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than this pseudo-enthu- 
siast proposed to visit the great churcli, in which ho had been 
informed some of his master’s pieces were to be seen ; and was 
remarkably chagrined, when ho understood that lie could not be 
admitted till next day. He rose next morning by daybreak, and 
disturbed bis fellow - travellers in such a noisy and clamorous 
manner, that Peregrine determined to punish him with some new 
. infliction, and, whilst lu^ put on his clothes, actually formed the 
plan of promoting a duel between him and the doctor, in the 
management of which he promised himself store of entertainment 
from the behaviour of both. 

Being provided with one of those do^ncstics who are always in 
waiting to offer their services to strangers on their first arrival, 
they were conducted to the house of a gentleman who had an excel- 
lent collection of pictures ; and though the greatest part of them 
were painted by his favourite artist, ftillct condemned them all by 
the lump, because Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was 
not one performance of Rubens among the number. 

The next place they visited, was what is called the Academy of 
Painting, furnished with a number of paltry i)ieceB, in which our 
painter recognized the stylo of Peter Paul, with many expressions 
of admiration, on the same sort of previous intelligence. 

From this repository they went to the great church ; and being 
led to the tomb of Rubens, the whimsical painter fell upon hie 
kjliees, and worshipped with such appearance of devotion, that the 
attendant, scandalized at his superstition, j)ullcd him (ip*; observiAg, 
with great warmth, that the person buried in that place was tio 
, saint, l^ut as great a simier as himself ; and* that if he were, spiH- 
tnally .disj[> 0 Bed, there was a^hapel of the Blessed Virgin, 

of three yards on thq right hand, to which be might 
He thought it was incumbent upon him to manifest ^me 
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extraordinary inspiration, while he resided on the spot where Tluhena 
was bom ; and therefore his whole behaviour was an affectation of 
rapture, expressed in distracted exclamations, convulsive starts, and 
uncouth gesticulations. In the midst of his frantic behaviour, he 
saw an old Capuchin, with a white beard, mount the pulpit, and 
hold forth to the congregation with such violence of emphasis, iiiid 
gesture, as captivated his fancy ; and bawling aloud, “ Zoui/ds ! 
what an excellent Paul prca6hing at Athens ! " ho pulled a pencil 
and a small niemoranduni-book from his i)ocket, and began to 
take a sketch of the orator with great eagerness and agitation, 
saying, “Egad! friend Raphael, wo shall sec whether you or I 
have got the best knack of trumping uj) an apostle.” This appear- 
ance of disrespect gave offence to the audience, which began to 
murmur against this heretic libertine ; when one of the priests 
belonging to the choir, in order to ])rcvent any ill consecpienco 
from their displeasure, came and told him, in the French language, 
that such liberties were not perniitted in their religion, and advised 
him to lay aside his iuiploinoiits, lest the people should take umbrage 
at his design, and be pro\ oked to punish him as a i)rofane scoffer at 
their worship. 

The painter, seeing Iviniself addressed bj^ a friar, who, while he 
spoke, bowed ■with great complaisance, imagined that lie was a 
begging brother, come to supplicale his chanty ; and his attention 
being (^uito engrossed by the design ho wvas making, ho patted the 
priest’s shaven crown with his hand, saying, Ofertita/ns, ofar iema ; 
and then resumed his pencil with great earnestness. The eccle- 
siastic, perceiving that the stranger did not oomprtjhend his 
meaning, pulled him by the sleeve, and explained himself in the 
Latin tongue ; upon which Pallet, jirovokod at his intrusion, cursed 

him aloud for an impudent, beggarly son of a vv ; and taking 

out a shilling, flung it upon tho iiavemcnt with manifest signs of 
indignation. 

Somo of the common people, enraged to see their religion con- 
temned, and their priests iiisulted at tlie very altar, rose from their 
seats ; and, surrounding the astonished painter, one of the number 
snatched his book from his hand, and tore it into a thousand pieces. 
Frightened as he was, he could not help cryifig, “Fire and fagots ! 
all my favourite ideas are gone to w^reck ! ” and was in danger of 
being very roughly handled by the crowd, had not Peregrine 
stepped in, and assured them that he w as a poor, uniiappy gentle- 
man, who laboured under a transport of the brain. Those who 
understood the French language commuiiicaled this information to 
the rest, so that ho escaped without any other^ chastisement than 
that of being obliged to retire ; and as they could not see the 
famous Descent from the Cross till after tho service was finished, 
they were conducted by their domestic to tho house of a painter, 
where they found a beggar standing for his picture, and the artist 
actually employed in representing a huge louse that cradled upon 
his shoulder. Pallet was wonderfully pleased with this circum* 
{Stance, which he said was altogether a new thought, and an 
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excellent hint^ of which he would make his advantage : and, in the 
course of his survey of this Fleming’s performances, perceiving a 
piece in which two flies were engaged upon the carcass of a dog 
half devoured, he ran his brother brush, and swore he was 
worthy of being a fellow - citizen of the immortal Rubens. Ho 
then lamented, with many expressions of grief, and resentment, 
that he had lost his common-place bc^k, in which ho had preserved 
a thousand conceptions of the same sort, formed by tho accidental 
objects of his senses and imagination ; and took an opportunity 
of tolling his follow-tiavellorH, that in execution ho had equalled, 
if not excelled, the two ancient painters who vied with each other 
in tlic representation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes ; for ho 
had exhibited the image of a certain object so like to nature, that 
tho bare sight of it set a whole hog -sty in an uproar. 

When he had examined and applauded all tho productions of 
this minute artist, they returned to the great church, and were 
entertained with the view of that, celebrated master - piece of 
Rubens, in which ho has introduced the portraits of himself and 
his whole family. 'I’ho doors that conceal this capital ricrforinaiice 
W'ero no sooner unfolded, than our enthusiast, debarred tho use of 
speech, by a previous covenant wuh liis friend Pickle, lifted up 
his hands and eyes ; and, putting himself in the attitude of Hamlet, 
when his father’s ghost appears, adored in silent ecstasy and awe. 
He even made p merit of necessity ; and wdieii they had withdrawn 
from tho place, protested that his whole faculties w'ere swallowed 
up in love and admiration. He now professed himself more tlian 
ever enamoured of tJie Flemish school, raved in extravagant en- 
comiums, and proposed that the whole coiniiany should pay homage 
to the memory of tho divine Rubens, by repairing fortliwith to the 
house in which he lived, and prostrating themselves on tho floor of 
his painting-room. • 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement, which had 
been rebuilt more than once since the death of that great man, 
Peregrine excused himself from complying with tho proposal, on 
pretence of being fatigued with tlio circuit they had already per- 
formed ; Jolter declined it for tho same reason; and tho question 
being put to the doctor, he refused his company with an air of dis- 
dain. Pallet, piqued at his contemptuou.s manner, asked, “if he 
would not gfi and see the habitation of Pnidoor, provided he was 
in the city where that poet lived?” and when the physician ob- 
served, that there was an inQnite difleronce betAveeii tho men, 
“ That I’ll allow,” replied the painter; “for the devil a poet ever 
lived in Greece of Troy, that was worthy to clean the pencils of 
our beloved Rubens.” The physician could not witji any degree 
of temper and foibearaiico hear this outrageous* blasphemy, for 
which, ho said. Pallet’s eyes ought to be picked out by owls ; and 
tho dispute arose, os usual, to such scurrilities of language and 
indecency of behaviour, that passengers began to take notice of 
their animosity, and Peregrine was obliged to interpose for Jiis own 
gredit. » 
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CuAr. LXni.-*Pcregriae artAilly foments a Qaarr^l between Pallet and the Physician, who 
fight a Duel ou the Hamparts. 

The painter betook himself to the house of the Flemish Raphael, and 
the rest of the company wont back to their lodgings ; ivhere the 
young gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone with the 
physician, recapitulated all the affronts he had sustained from the 
painter’s petulance, aggravating every circumstance of the disgrace, 
and advising him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care of his 
honour, which could not fail to suffer in the opinion of the world, 
if he allowed himself to be insulted with impunity by one so much 
his inferior in every degree of consideration. 

The physician assured him, that Pallet had hitherto escaped 
chastisement, by bcii\g deemed an object unworthy his resentment, 

• and in consideration of the wretch’s family, for wliich his compas- 
sion was interested ; but that repeated in juries would inflame the 
most benevolent disposition : and although he could find no prece- 
dent of duelling among the (ireoks and Romans, whom he con- 
sidered as the patterns of demeanour, Pallet should no longer avail 
himself of his veneration for the ancients, but be punished for the 
very next oflence ho should conmiit. 

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a resolution from which he 
could not decently swerve, our adventurer acted the incendiary 
with the other party also ; giving him to understand, that tho 
physician treated his character with, such contemiit, and behaved to 
him with such insolence, as no gentleman ought to bear : that, for 
his own part, he was every day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animosity, which apjieared in nothing but vulgar expres- 
sions, moro becoming shoe-boys and oyster-women than men of 
honour and education ; and therefore ho should be obliged, contrary 
to his inclination, to break off all coiTesiiondoiice with them both, 
if they would nut fall upon some method to retrieve the dignity of 
their characters. , 

These representations would have had little effect upon the 
timidity of the painter, who was likewise too much of a Grecian to 
approve of single combat in any other way than that jf boxing, an 
exercise in which he was well skilled, had not they been accom- 
panied with an insinuation, that his antagonist was i)o Hector, and 
that ho might humble him into any concession, without running 
the least personal risk. Animated hy this assurance, our second 
Rubens set the trumpet of defiance to his mouth, swore he valued 
not his life a'tv^sh when his honour was concerned, and entreated 
Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a challenge, which he would instantly 
commit to writing. ! , 

The mischievous fomenter highly applauded this manifestati<m 
of courage, by which he was at liberty to cultivate his friendship 
and society, but declined the office of carrying the billet, that bwi 
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benderneB» of Pallet’s reputation might not be misinterpreted into 
an oflScious desire of promoting quarrels. At the same time hq 
recommended Tom Pipes, not only as a very proper messenger oh 
this occasion, but also as a trusty second in the held. The magna- 
nimous painter took hi» advice ; and retiring to his chamber, 
penned a challenge in these terms : — 

“ Sib,— W hen I am heartily provoked, 1 fear notithe devil himself ; much less- — t tflU 
not call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, because these are the 
hlppethets of the vulgar : but, remember, such as you are, I nyther love you nor fear 
you ; but, on the contrary, expect satisfaction for your audacious 1)ehavlourtomeondlverB 
occasions', and will, this evening, in the twilight, meet you on the ramparts with sword 
and pistol, where the Lord have mercy on the soul of one of ua j for your body shall find 
no favour with your incensed defier till death, 

*‘Lathan Pallet.’' 

This resolute defiance, after having been submitted to the perusal, 
and honoured with the approbation of our youth, was committed to 
the charge of Pipes, who, according to liis orders, delivered it in 
tho afternoon, and brought for answer, that the physician would 
attend him at the appointed time and place. The challenger was 
evidently discomposed at the unexpected news of this acceptance, 
and ran about the house in great disorder in quest of Peregrine, to 
beg his further advice and assistance ; but understanding that the 
youth was engaged in private vritli his adversary, he began to 
suspect some collusion, and cursed himself for his tolly and preci- 
pitation. He even entertained some thoughts of retracting his 
invitation, and ii^ubniitting to tho triumph of his antagonist : );|Ut 
before he would stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he resolved 
to try another expedient, which might bo the means of saving both 
his character and person. In this hope he visited Mr. Jolter, and 
very gravely desired ho would be so good as to undertake the oflSce 
of his second, in a duel which he was to fight tliat evening with the 
physician. 

The governor, instead of answering his expectation, in expressing 
fear and concern, and breaking forth into exclamations of "Good 
God ! gentlemen, what d’ye mean ? you shall not murder one 
another while it is in my power to prevent your purpose : I will go 
directly to the governor of the place, who shall interpose his 
authority ; ” — I say, instead of these and other friendly menaces of 
prevention, Joltor heard the proposal with the most phlegraatio 
tranquillity, and excused himself from accepting the honour he 
intended for %im, on account of his character and situation, which 
would not permit him to bo concerned in any such rencounters. 
Indeed, this mortifying reception was owing to a previous hint 
from Peregrine, who, dreading some sort of interruption from his 
governor, had made him acquainted with his design, and assured him 
that tho afiSair should not be brought to any dangerous issue. 

Thus disappointed, the dejected challenger was overwhelmed 
with perplexity and dismay ; and, in the terrors of death or mutila- 
tion, resolved to deprecate t|}e wrath of his enemy, and conform to 
any submission he should propose ; when he was accidentally 
encountered by our adventurer, who, with demonstrations of infinite 
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satisfaction, told him in confidence, that his billet had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of consternation ; that his acceptance of his 
challenge was a mere effort of despair, calculated to confound the 
ferocity of the sender, and dispose him to listen to terms of accom- 
modation ; that he had imparted the letter to him with fear and 
trembling, on pretence of engaging him as a second, but in reality 
with a view of obtaining his^good offices in promoting n reconcilia- 
tion ; “but perceiving the situation of his mind,” added our hero, 
“1 thought it would be more for your honour to baffle his expecta- 
tion, and therefore I readily undertook the task of attending him 
to the field, in full assurance that he will there humble himself 
before you, even to prostration. In this security, you may go and 
prepare your arms, and bespeak the assistance of Ifipes, who will 
squire you in the field, while I keep myself up, that our corre- 
spondence may not bo suspected by the physician.” Pallet’s spirits, 
that were sunk to dejection, rose at this encouragement to all the 
insolence of triumph : he again declaring his contempt of danger, 
and his pistols being loaded and accommodated with new flints, by 
his trusty armour-bearer, he waited without flinching, for the hour 
of battle. 

On the first aiiproach of twilight, somebody knocked at his door, 
and Pipes having opened it at his desire, he heard the voice of his 
antagonist pronounce, “ Tell Mr. Pallet that I am going to the place 
of appointment.” The painter was not a little surprised at this 
anjticipation, which so ill agreed with tho informabioA ho had received 
from Pickle ; and, his concern beginning to recur, he fortified him- 
self with a largo bumper of brandy, which, however, did not over- 
come the anxiety of his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on tho 
expedition with his second, betwixt whom and himself the following 
dialogue passed, in their way to the ramparts : — 

“Mr. Pipes,” said the pajnter, with disordered accent, “methinks 
the doctor was in a pestilent hurry with that message of his.” — 
“ Ey, ey,” answered Tom, “I do suppose he longs to be foul of 
you.” — “ What ! ” replied tho other, d’ye tliink he thirsts after my 
blood?’’ — “To be sure he does,” said Pipes, thrusting a large quid 
of tobacco in liis check, with great deliberation. “ If that be the 
case,” cried Pallet, beginning to shake, “he is no bettor than a 
cannibal, and no Christian ought to fight him on equal footing.” 
Tom, observing his emotion, eyed him witli a frown of indignation, 
saying, “You an’t afraid, are you?” — “God forbid f” replied the 
challenger, stammering with fear; “what should I be afraid of? 
Tho worst he can do is to take my life, and then he’ll be answerable 
both to God and man for tho murder : don’t you think he will ? ” 
— “I think no such matter,” answered the second: “if so be as 
how ho puts'^a^brace of bullets through your bows, and kills you 
fairly, it is no more murder than if 1 were to bring down a noddy 
from the main top-sail- yard. ” 

By this time Pallet’s teeth chattore4 with such violence, that he 
could scarce pronounce this reply : “ Mr. Thomas, you soom to 
makq. very light pf a man’s l^e ; but I trust in the Almighty J 
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shall not be so easily brought down. Sure many a man has fought 
a duel without losing his life. Do you imagine that I run such a 
hazard of falling by the hand of ^ny adversary ? ” — “You may, or 
may not,” said the unconcerned Pipes, “ just as it happens. What 
then '? death is a debt thal: every man owes, according to the song ; 
and, if you set foot to foot, I think one of you must go to pot. ” — 
“Foot to foot!” exclaimed the terr^^ied painter: “that’s down- 
right butchery ; and I’ll be d before I light any man on earth 

in such a barbarous way. What ! d'ye take me to be a savage 
beast?” This declaration he made while they ascended the 
ramparts. 

,?iis attendant, perceiving the physician and his second at the 
distance of a hundred paces before them, gave him notice of their 
appearance, and advised him to make ready, and behave like a man. 
Pallet in vain endeavoured to c(;iieeal liis panic, wliich discovered 
itself in a universal trepidation of body, and the lamentable tone in 
which he answered this exhortation of Pipes, saying, “ 1 do behave 
like a man ; but y^eu would have mo act the part of a brute. Are 
they coming this way ” When Tom told him that they had faced 
about, and admonished him to advance, the nerves of his arm 
refused their oOice, ho could not hold out his i)ist()l, and instead 
of going forward, retreated with an insensibility f>f motion ; till 
Pipes, placing himself in the roar, set his own back to that of his 
principal, and swore he should not budge an inch farther in that 
direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his master enjoyed the 
terrors of the pliysician, whicli were more ridiculous than those of 
Pallet, because he w’as more intent upon disguising them. His 
declaration to Pickle in the morning would not sull'er him to start 
any objections when he received the challongo ; and tindingthat the 
young gentleman made no offer of medhitiiig the affair, but rather 
congratulated him on the occasion, when lie communicated the 
imintcr’s billet, all his efforts consisted in oblique hints and general 
reflections upon the absurdity of duelling, wdiich was first introduced 
among civilized nations by the barbarous Huns and Longobards. 
He likewise pretendtvl to ridicule the use of fire-arms, which 
confounded all the distinctions of skill and address, and deprived 
a combatant of the opportunity of signalizing his personal 
prowess. ^ 

Pickle assented to the justness of liis observations ; but at the 
same time represented the necessity of complying with the customs 
of the world, ridiculous as they were, on which a man’s honour and 
reputation depend so that, seeing no hopes of profiting by that 
artifice, the republican’s agitation became more and more remark- 
able ; and he proposed, in plain terms, that they should contend in 
armour, like the combatants of ancient days ; for it was but reason- 
able that they should practise the manner ef fighting, since they 
adopted the disposition of th(^e iron times. * 

I^othing could have afforded more diversion to our hero than the 
si^ht of tvfo such duellists cased in iron ; and he wished that h# had 
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promoted the quarrel in Brussels, where he could have hired the 
armour of Charles the Fifth, and the valiaut duke of Parma, for 
their accommodation ; but as there was no possibility of furnishing 
them cap'S-pie at Antwerp, he persuaded him to conform to the 
modern use of the sword, and meet the painter on his own terras ; 
and, suspecting that his fear would supply him with other excuses 
for declining the combat, he comforted him with some distant 
insinuations to the prejudice of his adversary’s courage, which 
would in all probability evaporate before any mischief could 
happen. 

Notwithstanding this encouragement, he could not suppress the 
reluctance with which ho went to the held, and cast many a wishful 
look over his left shoulder, to see whether or nob his adversary was 
at his heels. When, by the advice of his second, he took possession 
of the ground, and turned about with his face to the enemy, it was 
not so dark but that Peregrine could perceive the unusual paleness 
of his countenance, and the sweat standing in large drops upon his 
forehead : nay, there was a manifest disorder in his speech, when 
he regretted his want of the pila and parma, with which ho would 
have made a rattling noise, to astonish his foe, in springing 
forward, and singing the hymn to battle, in the manner of the 
ancients. 

In the mean time, observing the hesitation of his antagonist, who, 
far from advancing, seemed to recoil, and even struggle with his 
second, ho guessed the situation of the painter’s*' thoughts ; and, 
collecting «all the manhood that he possessed, seized the opportunity 
of profiting by his enemy’s consternation. Striking his sword and 
pistol together, he advanced in a sort of trot, raising a loud howl, 
in which he repeated, in lieu of the Spartan song, part of the strophe 
from one of Pindar’s Pythia, beginning with ck theon gar nackanai 
pasai Broteais aretaiR^ &c. This imitation of the Greeks had all the 
desired eflect upon the painter, who, seeing the physician running 
towards him like a fury, with a justol in his right hand, which was 
extended, and hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the out’ 
landish words he pronounced, was seized with a universal palsy of 
his limbs. lie would have dropped down uppn the ground, had not 
Pipes supported and encouraged him to stand upon his defence. 
The doctor, contraiy to his expectation, finding that he had hot 
flinched from the spot, though ho had now performed one half of his 
career, put in practice his last elFort, by firing liis pi^ol, the noise 
of which no sooner reached the cars of the afii'ighted painter, than 
ho recommended his soul to God, and roared for mercy with great 
vociferation. 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, commanded him.to 
yield, and sarijender his arms, on pain of immediate death ; upon 
which he threw away his pistols and sword, in spite of all, the 
admonitions and even,threata of his second, who left him to bis fate^ 
and«,went up to his master, stopping l^is nose with signs of loathing 
and abhorrence. 

. victor, having won the »polia opima^ granted him bis UfCi 
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on condition that ho would on his knees supplicate his pardon^ 
acknowle^e hiinaolf inferior to his conqueror in eve^ virtue and 
qualification, and promise for the future to merit his favour by 
aubniission and respect. These insolent terms were readily 
embraced by the unfortuftato challenger, who fairly owned that 
he was not at all calculated for the purposes of war, and that 
henceforth he would contend with no weapon but fiis pencil. He 
begged, with great humility, that Mr. TPickle would not think the 
worse of his morals for this defect of courage, which was a natural 
infirmity inherited from his father; and suspend his opinion of 
his talents, until lie should have an opportunity of contemplating 
the charms of his Cleopatra, which would bo finished in less than 
three months. 

Our hero observed, with an affected air of displeasure, that no 
man could be justly condemned foi- being subject to the impressions 
of fear, and therefore his cowardice might easily be forgiven : bub 
there was sometliing ao pre.siim]:)tuous, dishonest, and disingenuous, 
in arrogating a quality to which he knew he had not the smallest 
pretension, that he could not forget his misbehaviour all at once, 
though he would condescend to c(immunicate with liim as formerly, 
in hopes of seeing a reformation in hi.'i conduct. Pallet protested, 
that there was no dissimulation hi the case ; for ho was ignorant of 
his own weakness, until his resolution was put to the trial : ho 
faithfully promised to demean himself, during the remaining part 
of the tour, witfi that conscious modesty and penitence whirji 
became a person in his condition ; and, for the present, implor^ 
the assistance of Mr. Pijies, in disembarrassing him fi’oin the dis- 
agreeable consequence' of his fear. 


Chap. LXIV.— Tho Doctor exults in his Victory — They set out for Kottenlam, wliere they 
are eutertaiiied by tvl'o Dutch Oontlcmeii in a Yacht, whiuh is overturned iu the Macee, 
to the iiianifcBt Ffazard of tho I’ainter’s Difn — They spend the Evening rvith their 
Entertainers, and next day visit a Cabinet of Cuiiosltics. 

Tom was accordingly oqlcred to minister to his occasions ; and the 
conquei'or, elated with his success, wliich he iu a great measure 
attributed to his manner of attack, and tho hymn which he howled, 
told Peregrin^ that he was now convinced of the truth of what 
Pindar sang In these words, ossa de w. pephthke Zens^ atuzontai 
hoavi Piendon aionta; for he had no sooner begun to repeat tho 
mellifluent strains of that divine poet, than tho wretch his antago- 
nist was confounded) and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the prudence and 
tranquUlity of his own behaviour, and ascribed tho^ consternation 
of Pallet to the remembrance of some crime that lay heavy upon 
hi^ conscience ; for, in his opinion, a man oi virtue and coQimon 
sense could not possibly be o^id of death, which is not only Aho 
peaceful harbour that receives him shattered on .the tempostuoiie 
e0a .of life, but also the eternal seal of his fame and glory, whi^i it 
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is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego. He lamented his fate, 
in being doomed to live in such degenerate days, when war is become 
a mercenary trade, and ardently wished that the day would come 
w'hen he should have such an opportunity of signalizing his courage 
in the cause of liberty as that of Marathon, where a handful of 
Athenians, tighting for their freedom, defeated the whole strength 
of the Persian empire. “ )yould to Heaven ! ” said ho, “my muse 
were blessed with an occasion to emulate that glorious testimony 
on the trophy in Cyprus, erected by Cimon, for two great victories 
gained on the same day over the Persians by sea and land ; in 
which it is very remarkable that the greatness of the occasion has 
raised the manner of expression above the usual simplicity and 
modesty of all other ancient inscriptions.” He then repeated it 
w'ith all tlio pomp of declamation, and signified liis hope that the 
French would one day invade us with such an army as that which 
Xerxes led into (Irceco, that it might ho in his power to devote 
himself, like Leonidas, to the freedom of his country. 

This memorable combat being thus determined, and everything 
that was remarkable in Antwerp surveyed, tliey sent their baggage 
down the Sclield to Rotterdam, and sot out for the same place in a 
post-w^aggon, \Yhich that same evening brouglib thorn in safety to 
the banks of tlie Macse. They put up at an Englisii liouse of enter- 
tainment, remarkable for the modesty and moderation of the land- 
lord ; and next morning the doctor went in person to deliver 
Ij^ttcrs of recommendation to two Dutch gentlemen, from one of 
his accjuaiiitanco at Paris. Neither of them happened to be at 
homo when he called ; so that he left a message at their lodgings, 
with his address ; and in the afternoon they waited upon the com- 
pany, and, after many hospitable professions, one of the two invited 
them to spend the evening at his house. 

Meanwhile they had jv'ovided a pleasure-yacht, in which they 
jiroposed to treat them with an excursion upon the Maese. This 
being almost the <mly diversion that place affords, our young 
gentleman relished the proposal ; and, notwithstanding the remon- 
strance of Mr. Jolter, who declined the voyage on account of the 
roughness of the weather, they went on l)#ard without hesitation, 
and found a collation prepared in the cabin. While they tacked 
to and fio in the river, under the impulse of a mackerel breeze, the 
]>hysician cxpre.ssed his satisfaction, and Pallet was^ravished with 
the entertainment ; but the wind increasing, to the unspeakable 
joy of the Dutchmen, who had now an ojiportunity of showing 
their dexterity in the management of the vessel, the guests found 
it inconvenient to stand upon deck, and impossible to sit below, on 
account of the clouds of tobacco-smoko, which rolled from the pipes 
of their ont'erj^ainers in such volumes as annoyed them even to the 
hazard of suffocation. This fumigation, together with the extra- 
ordinary motion of the ship, began to affect the head and stomach 
of <tbe painter, who begged eaniestlyito be set on shore ; but the 
Dutch gentlemen, who had no idea of his sufferings, insisted, with, 
eurjirising obstinacy qf regard, upon his staying uptil he should 
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860 an instance of the skill of their mariners, and, bringing him on 
deck, commanded the men to carry the vessel’s lee gunwale under 
water. This nicety of navigation they instantly performed, to the 
admiration of Pickle, the discomposure of the doctor, and terror of 
Pallet, who blessed himself^ from the courtesy of a Dutchman, and 
prayed to Heaven for liis deliverance. 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of. this feat, and 
the distress of the painter at the sama time, the yacht was over- 
taken by a sudden S(iuall, that overset her in a moment, and flung 
every man overboard into the Maeso, before they could have the 
least warning of their fate, much less 1-inie to i)r()vide against the 
accident. Peregrine, who was an expert sw'immer, reached the 
shore in safety ; the physician, in the agonies of despair, laid fast 
hold on the trunk-breeches of one of the men, who dragged him to 
the other side ; tlie entertainers landed at the bomb-Tieys, smoking 
their pipes all the way with giv.aL deliberation ; and the poor 
painter must liave gone to the bottom, had he not been encoun- 
tered by the cable of a ship, that, lay at anclior near the scene of 
their disaster. Though his senses had hu’saken him, his hau(U 
fastened by instinct on this providential occurrence, which he held 
with such a convulsive grasp, that when a boat was sent out to 
bring him oii shore, it was writh the utmost difticulty that his 
fingers w'cre disengaged, lie was carried into a houte, deprived of 
the use of speech, and bereft of all sensation ; and, being sus- 
pemled by the h^ccls, a vast quantity of water ran out of his 
mouth. This evacuation being made, he began to utter dreadfij 
groans, which gradually increased to a continued roar ; and after 
he had regained the use of his senses, he underwent a delirium 
that lasted several hours. As for the treaters, they never dreamed 
of expressing the least concern to Trickle or the physician for what 
liad happened, because it was an accident so common as to pass 
without notice. . 

Leaving tlie care of the vessel io the seamen, the company retired 
to their respective lodgings, in order to shift their clothes ; and iu 
the evening our travellers were conducted to the house of their 
new friend, who, with a view of making his invitation the 
more agreeable, had assembled to the number of twenty or thirty 
Englishmen, of all ranks and d(igrces, from the mercliant to the 
periwig-maker’s apprentice. 

In tlie mid^ of this congregation stood a chafing-dish with live 
coals, for the convenience of lighting their pipe.?, and every indi- 
vidual was accommodated with a spitting-box. There was not a 
mouth in the apartment unfurnished with a tube ; so that they 
resembled a convocktiou of chiinenis breathing fire and smoke ; 
and our gentlemen were fain to imitate their example in their own 
defence. It is not to be supposed that the conversation was either 
very sprightly or polite : the whole entertainment was of the 
Dutch cast — frowzy and phlegmatic ; and our adventurer, as he 
returned to his lodging, tonfcured with the headache, and dis- 
rated with every circumstance of his treatment^ cursed the hour 



270 PEttEOBINE PlOKLl!. 

in tvhich the doctor had saddled them with such trouhlesome 
conapanions. 

Next morning, by eight o’clock, these polite Hollanders returned 
the visit, and after breakfast attended their English friends to the 
house of a person that possessed a very carious cabinet of curiosities^ 
to which they had secured our company’s admission. The owner of 
tliis collection was a cheesemonger, who received them in a woollen 
nightcap, with straps buttofted under his chin. As he understood 
no language but his own, lie told them, by the canal of one of their 
conductors, that he did not make a practice of showing his curiosi- 
ties; but understanding that they were Englishmen, and recom- 
mended to his friends, ho was content to submit them to their 
perusal. So saying, he led them up a dark stair into a small room, 
decorated with a few paltry figures in plaster of Paris, two or 
three miserable landscapes, the skins of an otter, seal, and some 
fishes stuffed : and in one corner stood a glass case, furnished with 
newts, frogs, lizards, and serpents, preserved in spirits ; a human 
foetus, a calf with two heads, and about two dozen of butterflies 
pinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso, having exhibited these particulars, eyed the 
strangers w^ith a lf»ok soliciting admiration and applause ; and as 
he could not perceive any symptom of cither in their gestures or 
countenances, withdrew a curtain, and displayed a waimscot chest 
of drawers, in w'hich, lie gave them to understand, was something 
that would agreeably amuse the imagination.* Our travellers, 
fegaled with this notice, imagined that they would be entertained 
w'itli the sight of some curious medals, or other productions of 
antiquity ; but how were they disappointed, when they saw 
nothing but a variety of shells, disposed in whimsical flgures, in 
each drawer ! After he had detained them full two liours with a 
tedious commentary ui)on the shape, size, and colour of each depart- 
ment, he, with a supcrflilious simper, desired that the English 
gentlemen would frankly and candidly declare whether his cabinet 
or that of Mynheer Sloane, au London, was the most valuable. When 
this request was signified in English to the company, the painter 
instantly exclaimed, “By the Lard ! they are not to be named of 
a day ; and, as for that matter, I would* not give one corner of 
Saltero’s coffee-house, at Chelsea, for all the trash he hath shown. ” 
Peregrine, unwilling to mortify any person who had done his 
endeavour to please him, obseiwed that what he hac^ seen was very 
curious and enteilaining ; but that no private collection in Europe 
was equal to that of Sir Hans Sloane, which, etclusive of presents, 
had cost a hundred thousand pounds. The two conductors were 
confounded at this asseveration, which being communicated to the 
cheesemonger, he shook his head with a significant grin ; and, 
though he did not choose to express his incredulity in words, gave 
OUT hero to understand that he did not much depend bis 

^Tom the house of this Butch naturalist they were dragged 
round the city, by the paiiiful civility of their attendants, wfad 
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not quit them till tho evening was well advanced, and then not till 
^ter they had promised to be with them before ten o’clock next 
day, in order to conduct them to a country hpuse, situated in a 
pleasant village on the other side of the river. 

Pickle was already so iiMich fatigued witli their hospitality, that, 
for the first time of his life, he sufibred a dejection of spirits, and 
roBolvod, at any rate, to avoid the threatened persecution of to- 
morrow. With this view, he ordered his servants to pack up some 
clothes and linen in a portmanteau ; and, in the mornir^, em- 
barked, with his governor, in the treckskuyt, for the Hague, 
whither ho pretended to bo called by fiorne urgent occasion, leaving 
his fellow-travellers to make his apology to their friends, and 
assuring them, that he would not proceed to Amsterdam without 
their society. He anived at the Hague in the forenoon, and dined 
at an ordinary frequented by officers and people of fashion ; where 
being informed that the princess would see company in the even- 
ing, he dressed himself in a rich suit of the Parisian cut, and went 
to court without any introduction. A person of liis appearance 
could not fail to attract tho notice of such a small circle. The 
prince himself, understanding he was an Englishman and a stran- 
ger, went up to him without ceremony, and, having welcomed him 
to the place, conversed with him for some minutes on the common 
topics of discourse. 


Chap. T>X V.— Tbi-y proceed to the Hague ; from whence they depart for Amsterdam, where 
they see a Dutch Tragedy— -Visit the Mu^lC'house, in which Peregrine quarrels with the 
Captain of a Man-of-war— They pass through fluerleua, in their way to Leyden — Keturn 
to Kolterdain, where the Company separates ; and onr Hero, with tila Attendants, arrives 
In safety at Harwich. 

Being joined by their fellow-travellers in the morning, they made 
a tour to all the remarkable places in bhis celebrated village : saw 
the foundry, the Stadthousc, the Sjunhuys, Vauxhall, and Count 
Bentinck’s gardens ; and in the evening went to the French 
comedy, which was directtxl by a noted harlequin, who had found 
means to flatter the Dutch taste so effectually, that they extolled 
him as the greatest cCctor that ever appeared in the province of 
Holland. This famous company did not represent regular theatri- 
cal pieces, but only a sort of imi)romi)tu8, in which this noted 
player always performed tho greatest part of the entertainment. 
Among other sallies of wit that escaped him, there was one cir- 
cumstance so remarkably adapted to the disposition and genius of 
his audience, that ^ it were a pity to pass it over in silence. A 
windmill being exhibited on the scene, harlequin, after having 
Burveyod.it with curiosity and admiration, asks one <4 tho millers 
the, use of that machine ; and, being told that it was a windmill, 
.bhs^tves, with $ome concerfi, that as there was nob the least bi^th 
bt ivirid, he could not have the pleasure of *seeing it turn roQUbid. 
tJtgod by this consideration, %o puts himself into the attitude bf a 
wrapped in profound meditation ; and, having continued' a 



272 


peregrike pickle. 


few seconds in this posture, runs to the ipiller with groat eagerness 
and joy, and telling him that ho has found an expedient to make 
his mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches ; then, presenting 
his posteriors to the sails of the machine, certain explosions are 
immediately heard, and the arms of the piill begin to turn round, 
to the iniiiiite satisfaction of the spectators, who approve the joke 
with loud peals of applause 

Our travellers stayed a fow days at the Hague, during which, 
the young gentUunan waited on the British ambassador, to whom 
he was recommended by his excellency at Paris, and lost about 
thirty guineas at billiards to a French adventurer, who decoyed 
him into the snare by keeping up his gartio. Then they departed 
in a post- waggon for Amsterdam, being provided with letters of 
introduction to an English merchant residing in that city, under 
whose auspices they visited everything worth seeing, and among 
other excursions, went to see a Dutch tragedy acted ; an enter- 
tainment which, of all others, had the strangest effect upon the 
organs of our hero : the dress of their chief persemages was so 
anti(|ue, their manner so awkwardly absurd, and their language so 
ridiculously unlit for conveying the sentiments of love and honour, 
that Peregrine’s nerves were diurctically affected with the com- 
plicated absurdity, and he was compelled to withdraw twenty 
times before the catastrophe of the piece. 

The subject of this performance ”was the famous story of Scipio’s 
continence and virtue, in restoring tlie fair captive to her lover. 
The young Homan hero was represented by a broad-faced Batavian, 
in a burgomaster’s gown and fur cap, sitting smoking his pipe at 
a table furnished with a can of beer, a drinking-glass, and a plate 
of tobacco : the lady was such a person as Scipio might very well 
bo supposed to give away, without any great effort of generosity ; 
and indeed, the Coltiberian prince seemed to he of that opinion ; 
for, upon receiving her frcji^n the hand of the victor, ho discovered 
none of those transports of gratitude and joy which Livy describes 
in recounting this event. The Dutch Scipio, however, was emn- 
plaisaiit enough in his way ; for he desired her to sit at his right 
hand, by the ap])cllation of Ya frow ; and, with his own fingers, 
filling a clean i)ipe, presented it to Mynheer Allucio, the lover. 
The rest of the economy of the piece was in the same taste, which 
was so agreeable to the audience, that they seemed to have shaken 
off their natural phlegm, in order to applaud the performance. ^ 

From the play our company {uljourned to the house of their 
friend, where they spent the evening ; and the conversation turn- 
ing upon poetry, a Dutchman who was present, and understood 
the English language, having listened very attentively to the 
discourse, lifted up with both hands the greatest part of a Cheshire 
cheese that lay upon the table, saying, ‘*I do know vat is boetre. 
Mine brotre be a great boet, and have vrought a book as dick as 
all dat.” Pickle, diverted with this method of estimating an 
author according to the quantity of his works, inquired about the 
subjects of this bard’s writings ; but of these his brother could 
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give no account, or other information, but that there was little 
market for the commodity, which hung heavy upon his hands, and 
induced him to wish he had applied himself to another trade. 

The only remarkable scene in Amsterdam which our company 
had not seen, was the Sphyl, or music-houses, which, by the con- 
nivance of the magistrates, are maintained for the recreation of 
those who might attempt the chastity creditable women, if they 
were not provided with such conveniences. To one of these night- 
hcmscs did our travellers repair, under the conduct of the English 
merchant, and were introduced into such another place as the ever- 
memoralde collee-huuse of Moll King ; with tliis difference, that 
the company hero was not so riotous as the bucks of Covent Garden, 
but formed themselves into a circle, within which some of the 
number danced to the music of a scurvy organ and a few other 
instruments, tliat uttered tunes very siiitablo to the disposition of 
the liearors, while ihe whole apartment was shrouded with clouds 
of smoke impervious to the view. When our gentlemen entered, 
the floor was occupied by two females and their gallants, who, in 
the performance of their exercise, lifted their legs like so many 
oxen at plough ; and the jiipc of one of those hoppers happening 
to bo exhausted in the midst of his saraband, ho very deliberately 
drew forth liis tobacco-box, filling, and lighting it again, without 
any intorruption to the dance. 

Peregrine, beiim unchecked by the presence of his governor, who 
was too tender oP his own reinitation to attend them in this exp'> 
dition, made up to a sprightly French girl that sat in seeming 
expectation of a custoiner, and prevailing upon her to bo his 
partner, led her into the circle, and, in his turn, took the oppor- 
tunity of dancing a minuet, to the admiration of all present. Ho 
intended to have exhibited anotlior specimen of his ability in this 
art, when a captain of a Dutch man-of-^war chancing to come in, 
and seeing a stranger engaged with the lady, whom, it seems, ho 
had bespoken for his hcd-fellow, he advanced without any cere- 
mony, and, seizing her by the arm, pulled her to the other side of 
the room. Our adventurer, who was not a man to put up with 
such a brutal affront, followed the ravisher with indignation in 
his eyes ; and, pushing him on one side, retook the subject of their 
contest, and led her back to the place from whence she had been 
draggeil. The Dutchman, enraged at the youth’s presumption, 
obeyed the first dictates of his choler, and lent his rival a hearty 
box on the ear, which was immediately repaid with interest, before 
our hero could recollect himself sutficiently to lay his hand upon 
his sword, and beckon the aggressor to the door. 

Notwithstanding the confusion and disorder which this affair 
produced in the room, and the endeavours of Pickje^s company, 
who interposed, in order to prevent, bloodshed, the aiitagonista 
reached the street ; and Peregrine drawing, was surprised to see 
the captain advance against l^im with a long knife, which he pre- 
ferred to the sword that hung by his side. The youth, confounded 
at this preposterous behaviour, desired him, in the French tongue, 
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to lay aside that vulgar implement, and approach like a gentleman ; 
but the Hollander, who neither understood the proposal, nor would 
have complied with his demand had ho been made acquainted with 
his meaning, rushed forward like a desperado, before his adversary 
cquld put himself on his guard ; and if the young gentleman had 
not been endued with surprising agility, his nose would have fallen 
a sacrifice to the fury of tjie assailant. Finding himself in such 
imminent jeopardy, he leaped to one side ; and, the Dutchman 
passing him, in the force of his career, he with one nimble kick 
made such application to his enemy’s heels, that he flew like 
lightning into the canal, where he had almost perished by pitching 
upon one of the ])oats with wdiich it was faced. 

Peregrine, having performed this exploit, did not stay for the 
captain’s coining on shore, but retreated with all des])atch, by the 
advice of his conductor ; and next day embarked, with his com- 
panions, ill the Skuyt, for Haerlem, where they dined ; and in the 
evening arrived at the ancient city of Leyden, where they met with 
some English students, who treated them witli great hospitality. 
Not but that the harmony of the conversation was that same night 
interrupted by a dispute that arose between one of those young 
gentlemen and the physician, about the cold and hot methods of 
prescription in the g«)ut and rheumatism ; and proceeded to such a 
degree of mutual I’oviling, that Pickle, ashamed and incensed at 
his fellow-travellci’s v ant of urbanity, espoused the other’s cause, 
{yid oi>enly rebuked him for his unmannerly pt/tulanco, which, ho 
said, rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unworthy of the 
benefit of society. This unexpected declaration overwhelmed the 
doctor with nniazeineiifc and confusion : he W'as iiistantaneou.sly 
deprived of his speech, and, during the remaining part of the 
partic^ sat in silent mortification. In all probability he deliberated 
wuth himself whether or ijpt he should expostulate with the young 
gentleman on the freedmn he had taken with his character in a 
compiiny of strangers ; but as he knew ho had not a Pallet to deal 
with, he very prudently suppressed that suggestion, and in secret 
chewed the cud of resentiiioiit. 

After they had visited the physic-garden, the university, the 
anatomical liall, and every other thing that was recommended to 
their view, they returned to Rotterdam, and held a consultation 
upon the method of transporting themselves to ^ngland. The 
doctor, whose grudge against Peregrine was rather inflamed than 
allayed by our hero's indiflbrence and neglect, had tampered with 
the simplicity of the painter, who was proud of his advances to- 
wards a perfect reconciliation ; and now took the opportunity of 
parting with our adventurer, by declaring that he and his friend 
Mr. Pallet we^re resolved to take their {^ssage in a trading sloop; 
after he had heard Peregrine object against that tedious, disc^ree^ 
able, and uncertain imethod of conveyance. Pickle immediately 
saw his intention ; and, without usi^g the least ar^ment to dis- 
snado them from their design, or expressing the smtdlest degree of 
cotv^ern at their separation, very coolly wished them a prosperous 
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voyage, and ordered his baggage to be sent to Holvoetsluys. There 
he himself and his retinue went on board of the mcket next day, 
and, by the favour of a fair wind, in eighteen hours arrived at 
Harwich. 


Chap. liXVl.— Fprcgrlne dolivcrR his Letters of Brcommendatlon At London, and returns 
to the Garrison, to the unspeakable Joy of the Ooniiiuxlnre and his whole Family. 

Now that our hero found himself on English ground, his heart 
dilated with the proud recollection of his own improvement since 
he left his native soil. Ho began to recognise the interesting ideas 
of his tender years : ho enjoyed, by anticipation, the pleasure of 
seoiiig his friends in the garrison, after an absence of eighteen 
months ; and tlio image of his <'harmiiig Emily, which other less 
worthy considerations had depressed, resumed the full possession 
of his breast. He remembered, with sliamc, that he had neglected 
the correspondence with her brother, which he himself had solicited, 
and in consequence of which he had received a letter from that 
young gentleman while he lived at Paris. In spite of these con- 
scientious reflections, he was too sclf-sutticient to think ho should 
find any difficulty in obtaining forgiveness for such sins of omis- 
sion ; and began to imagine that liis passion would be prejudicial 
to the dignity of his situation, if it could not be gratified upon 
terms which formerly hia imagination durst not conceive. 

Sorry I am, that the task 1 Imve undertaken, lays me under tile 
necessity of divulging this degeneracy in the sentiments of our 
imperious youth, avIio was now in the heyday of his blood, fiushed 
with the coiiaciuusncsa of his own qualifications, vain of his fortune, 
and elated on the wings of imaginary expectation. Though ho 
was deeply enamoured of Miss Gauntlet, lie was far from proposing 
her heart as the ultimate aim of hia gifilantry, which, ho did not 
doubt, would triumph over the most illustrious fcmalos of the laud, 
and at once regale his appetite and ambition. 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appearance at the garrison 
equally surprising and agreeable, he cautioned Mr. Jolter against 
writing to the commodore, who had not heard of them since their 
departure from Paris, and hired a post-cliaisc and horses Jfor London. 
The governor, going out to give orders about the carriage, inad- 
vertently leflf a paper-book open upon the table ; and his pupils 
casting his eyes upon the page, chanced to read these words : 
“Sept. 16. Arrived in safety, by the blessing of God, in this un- 
happy kingdom of .England. And thus concludes the journal of 
my &st peregrination.^ Peregrine’s curiosity being inflamed by 
this extraordinary conclusion, he turned to the beginning, and 
perused several sheets of a diary, such as is common^ kept by that 
otass of people known by the denomination travelling goyemm^, 
for the satisfaction of themselves and the parents or guard|ana 
of their pupils, and for tfie Edification and entertainment of their 
friends. 
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That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. Jolter’s performance, 
we shall transcribe the transactions of one day, as he had recorded 
them ; and that abstract will be a sufficient specimen of the whole 
plan and execution of the work. 

“May 3. At eight o’clock set out from Boulogne in a post- 
chaise : the morning hazy and cold. Fortified my stomach with 
a cordial. Recommended ditto to Mr. P. as an antidote against 
the fog. Mem. He refused it. The liithcr-horse greased in the 
off pastern of the hind leg. Arrived at Saniers. Mem. This last 
was a post and a halt, i. e. three leagues, or nine English miles. 
The day clears up. A fine champaign country, well stored with 
corn. The postilion says his prayers in passing by a wooden 
crucifix on the road. Mem. The horses staled in a small brook 
that runs in a bottom, betwixt two hills. Arrive at Cormont. A 
common post. A dispute with my pupil, who is obstinate, and 
swayed by an unlucky prejudice. Proceed to Montrcuil, where 
wo dine on choice pigeons. A veiy moderate (5hai*ge. No chamber- 
pot in the room, owing to the negligence of th(‘ maid. This is an 
ordinary post. Set out again for Namyiont. Troubled with flatu- 
lencies and indigestion. Mr. P. is .sullen, and seems to mistake 
an eructation for tho breaking of wind backwards. From Nampunt 
depart for Bcriiay, at which place w^e arrive in the evening, and 
propose to stay all night. N.B. The two last are double i)osts, and 
our cattle very willing, though not strong. Suj) on a delicate 
r^out and excellent partridges, in company witlf Mr. H. and his 
spouse. ’ Mem. The said H. trod upon my corn by mistake. Dis- 
charged the bill, which is not very^ reasonable. Dispute with 
Mr. P. about giving money to the servant : he insists upon my 
giving a tw^enty-four sol piece ; which is too much by two-l birds, 
in all conscience. N.B. She was a pert baggage, and did not 
deserve a Hard. ” 

Our hero was so much tlisobliged with certain circumstances of 
this amusing and instructive journal, tliat, by way of punishing 
the author, he interlined these words betwixt two paragraphs in a 
manner that exactly resembled the tutor’s handwriting “ Mem. 
Had the pleasure of drinking myself into a sweet intoxication by 
toasting our lawful king and his royal family, among some worthy 
English fathers of the Society of Jesus.” 

Having taken this revenge, ho set out for London, where he 
waited upon those noblemen to wdiom he had letters of recom- 
mendation from Paris, and w^as not only graciously received, bub 
even loaded with caresses and proffers service, because they 
understood he was a young gentleman of fortune, who, far from 
standing in need of their countenance or assistance, would make a 
useful and creditable addition to the number of their adherents. 
He had the honour of dining at their tables, in consequence of 
pressing invitations, . and of spending several evenings with the 
ladies, to whom he was particularly agreeable, on account of his 
person, address, and bleeding freely at play. 

Beijing thus initiated in the beau monde^ he thought it was high 
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time to pay his respects to his generous benefactor the commodore ; 
and accordingly departed one morning, with his train, for the gar- 
rison, at which ho arrived in safety the same night. When he 
entered the gate., which was opened by a new servant that did nob 
know him, he found his did friend Hatchway stalking in the yard, 
with a nightcap on his lioad, and a pipe in his mouth ; and, 
advancing to him, took liim by the haijd, before he had any intima- 
tion of his approacli. The lieutenant, thus saluted by a stranger, 
stared at him in silent astonishment,!!!! he recollected his features, 
which were no sooner known, than, dashing the pipe upon the 
pavement ho exclaimed, “Smite my cross- trees ! th’art welcome 
to port ? ” and hugged him in his arms with great affection. Ho 
then, by a cordial squeeze, expressed his satisfaction at seeing his 
old shipmate Tom, who applying his whistle to his mouth, the 
whole castle echoed with his porfcrrnaiice. 

Tlie servants, lioaring the well-known sound, poured out in a 
tumult of joy ; and understanding that their young master was 
returned, raised such a peal of acclamation as astonished the com • 
modoro and his lady, and inspired Julia with such an interesting 
presage that her heart began to throb with violence. Running out 
in the hurry and perturbation of her hope, she was so much over- 
whelmed at the sight of her brother that she actually fainted in his 
arms ; but from ibis trance ^she soon awakened ; and Peregrine hav- 
ing testified his pleasure and affection, wont uj> stairs and presented 
himself before his godfather and aunt. Mrs. Trunnion rose ar4i 
received him with a gracious embrace, blessing (lod for his happy 
return from a land of impiety and vice, in which she hoped his 
morals had not been corrupted, nor his principles of religion altered 
or impaired. The old gentleman, being confined to hia chair, was 
struck dumb witli pleasure at his appearance ; and, having made 
divers ineffectual efforts to got up, at le^jgth discharged a volley of 
curses against his own limbs, and held out his hand to his godson, 
who kissed it with great respect. 

After he had finished his aiiostrophe to the gout, which was the 
daily and liourly subject of his execrations, “ Well, my lad,” said 
he, “I care not how soon I go to bottom now I behold thee safe 

in harbour again : and yet I tell a d d lie ; I would I could 

keep afloat until I should see a lusty boy of thy begetting. Odds 
my timbers ! J love thee so well that I believe thou art the spawn 
of my own body, though I can give no account of thy being put 
upon the stocks.” Then, turning his eye upon Pipes, who by 
this time had penetrated into his a]^)artmcnt, and addressed him 
with the usual salutation of “What cheer?” — “ Ahey !” cried he, 
**are you there, you herring-faced son of a sea-ca^f? What a 
slippery trick you played your old commander ! .put come, you 
dog, there’s my fist ; I forgive you for tho love you bear to my 
godson. Go, man your tackle, and hoist a cask of strong beer into 
the yard, knock out tho bungi and put a pump in it, for the usb of 
all my servants and neighbours ; and, d’ye hear, let the patereroes 
bo fired, and the garrison illuminated, as rejoicings for the^fe 
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arrival of your master. By the Lord ! if 1 had the use of these 
d— d shambling shanks, I would dance a hornpipe with the best 
of you.” 

The next object of liis attention was Mr. Jolter, who was honoured 
with particular marks of distinction, and the repeated promise of 
enjoying the living in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care 
and discretion with wdiich hb. had superintended the education and 
morals of our hero. The governor was so afFecled by the generosity 
of his patron that tho tears ran down his cheeks while he expressed 
his gratitude and the infinite satisfaction he felt in contemplating 
tho accomplishments of his pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pijics did not neglect the orders he had received ; the 
beer was produced, the gates ’were thrown ojien for the admission of 
all comers, the whole house was lighted up, and the patereroes 
were discharged in rcjicated volleys. Such phenomena could not 
fail to attract the notice of the neighbourhood. The club at 
Tunley’s wore astonished at the report of tho guns, which produced 
various conjectures among the mcinbors of that sagacious society. 
The landlord observed that in all likelihood the commodore was 
visited by hobgoblins, and ordered the guns to be fired in token of 
distress, as ho liad acted twenty years before when he was annoyed 
by the same grievance. The exciseman, with a w^aggish sneer, 
expressed his apprehension of Trunnion’s death, in consequence of 
which tho patereroes might be discharged with an equivocal intent, 
e^her as’ signals of his lady’s sorrow or rejoicing. The attorney 
signified his suspicion of Hatchway’s being marriecl to Miss Pickle, 
and that the tiring and illuminations were in honour of the nup- 
tials ; upon which Gamaliel discovered some faint signs of emotion, 
and taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as his opinion that his 
sister was brought to bed. 

While they were thus »bewildered in tho maze of their own 
imaginations, a company of countrymen, who sat drinking in the. 
kitchen, and whose legs W'cre more ready than their invention, 
sallied out to know the meaning of these exhibitions. Under- 
standing that there ’was a butt of strong beer abroach in the yard, 
to which they were invited by the servants, they saved themselves 
the trouble and expense of returning to spend tho evening at the 
public-house, and listed themselves under the banner of Tom Pipes, 
who presided as director of this festival. i 

Tho news of Peregrine’s return being communicated to the parish, 
the parson and three or four neighbouring gentlemen, who were 
well-wishers to our hero, immediately repaired to the garrison in 
order to pay their compliments on this happy event, and were 
detained* to fjuppor. An elegant entertainment was prepared by 
the direction of Miss July, who was an excellent housewife ; and 
the commodore was so invigorated with joy that he seem^ to 
l^ve renewed his age. 

^ A^ong those who honoured the occ>aBion with his presence was 
Mr, Clover, the young gentleman that made his addresses to 
Peregrine’s sister. His heart was so big with his passion, that 
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while the rest of the company were engrossed by their cups, he 
seized an opportunity of our hero’s being detached from the con- 
versation, and, in the impatience of his love, conjured him to 
consent to his happiness, protesting that he would comply with 
Any terms of settlement that a man of his fortune could embrace 
in favour of a young lady who was absolute mistress of his affection. 

Our youth thanked him very politgly for his favourable senti- 
ments and honourable intention tow^ds his sister, and told him, 
that at present lie saw no reason to obstruct his desire ; that he 
would consult Julia’s own inclination, and confer with him about 
the means of gratifying his wish ; but in the mean time begged to 
be excused from discussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Remiiicling him of the jovial purpose on whicli they were 
happily mot, he promoted such a quick circulation .of the bottle, 
that their mirth grew noisy and obstreperous ; and they broke 
forth into repeated peals of laugliter, without any previous incite- 
ment, except that of claret. These explosions were succeeded by 
Bacchanalian songs, in which the old gentleman himself attempted 
to bear a share ; the sedate governor snapped time with his fingers, 
and the parish priest assisted in the chorus with a most expressive 
nakedness of countenance. Before midnight, they were almost all 
pinned to their chairs, as if they had been fixed by the power of 
enchantment ; and what reiideied the confinement still more 
unfortunate, eveiy servant in the house was in the same situation ; 
so that they wcw fain to take their repose as they sat, and nodded 
at each other like a congregation of Anabaptists. • 

Next day, Peregrine communed witli his sister on the subject of 
her match with Mr. Clover, wdio, .she told him, htid oftered to settle 
a jointure of four hundred pounds, and take her to wife, without 
any expectation of a dowTy. She, moreover, gave him to under- 
stand, that in his absence she had received several messages from 
her mother, commanding her to rcturit to her father’s house ; but 
that she had refused to obey these orders, by the advice and injunc- 
tion of her aunt and the commodore, whicli were indeed seconded 
by her own inclination ; because she had all the reason in the 
world to believe, that her mother only wanted an opportunity of 
treating her with severity and rancour. The resentment of that 
lady had been carried to such indecent lengths, that, seeing her 
daughter at church one day, she rose up before the parson entered, 
and reviled Iter with great bitterness in the face of the whole con- 
gregation. 


Chap. L)tVII — S:?es his Sister happily married— Visits Eaiilia, who receives him accord* 
ing to bis Deserts. , 

IfeE brother, being of opinion that Mr. Clover’s ptoposal was hot 
to be neglected, especially as Julia’s hea^t was en^ged in his 
favour, communicated the affair to his uncle, who, with the appro- 
bation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared himself well satisfied witn the 
yoUng man’s addresses, and desired that they might be buckled 
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with all expedition, without the knowledge or concurrence of her 
parents, to whom, on account of their unnatural barbarity, she was 
not bound to pay the least regard. Though our adventurer enter- 
tained the same sentiments of the matter, and the lover, dreading 
some obstruction, earnestly begged the; immediate condescension 
of his mistress ; — she could not be prevailed upon to take such 
a material step, without having first solicited the permission of 
her father ; resolved, ncvefiheless, to comply with the dictates of 
lier own lieart, should his objections be frivolous or unjust. 

Urged by this determination, her admirer waited upon Mr. 
Gamaliel at the public-ln)use, and, with the appearance of great 
deference and respect, made him acquainted with his atfection for 
his daughter, communicated the particulars of his fortune, with 
the terms of settlement he was ready to make, and, in conclusion, 
told him, that he would marry her without a portion. This last 
oft’or seemed to have some weight with tlie father, who received it 
with civility, and promised in a day or two to favour him with a 
final answer to his demand. He accordingly, that same evening 
consulted his wife, wlio, being exasperated at the prospect of her 
daughter’s indexiendcncy, argued with the most virulent expostula- 
tion against the match, as an impudent scheme of her own x>lanning, 
with a view of insulting her xiarenls, towards whom she had already 
been guilty of the most vicious disobedience. In short, she used 
such remonstrances, as not only averted this w^eak husband’s 
inclination from the projiGsal which he had rol^hcd before, but 
wen instigated him to apply for a warrant to apprehend his 
daughter, on the siqiposition that she was about to bestow herself 
in marriage without his privity or consent. 

The justice of peace to whom this ajqdication was made, tliough 
he could not refuse the order, yet, being no stranger to the male- 
volence of the mother, which, together with Gainaliers sinq)licity, 
was notorious in the comity, he sent an intimation of what had 
happened to the garrison ; iqioii which a couple of sentinels were 
placed on the gate, and, at the i)rcS8ing solicitation of the lover, as 
w'^ell as the desire of the commodore, her brother, and aunt, Julia 
was wedded witliout farther delay ; the ceremony being performed 
by Mr. Jolter, because the i)arish iiri^st ijrudently declined any occa- 
sion of giving ofience, and the curate was too much in the interest 
of their enemies to be emjdoyed in that office. 

This domestic concern being settled to the satisfi^ction of our 
hero, he escorted her next clay to the house of her husband, wffio 
immediately wrote a letter to her father, declaring his reasons for 
having thus suxiersedcd his authority ; and Mrs. Pickle’s mortifica- 
tion was unspeakable. 

That the new' -married couple might be guarded against all 
insult, our young gentleman and his friend Hatchway, with their 
adherents, lodged in Mr. Clover’s house for some weeks, during 
which they visited theJr acquaintance in the neighbourhood, accord- 
ing to custom. When the tranquillity V)f their fSimily was perfectly 
established, and the contract of marriage executed in the presence 
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of the old comniocloro and his lady, wlio gave her niece five hun- 
dred pounds to purcliaso jewels and clothes, Mr. Peregrine could 
no longer restrain his impatience to sec his dear Emily, and told 
his uncle that next day ho proposed to ride across the country, 
in order to visit his frieml Gauntlet, whom he had not heard of 
a long time. 

The old gontlcinan, looking steadfastly in his face, “Ah! d 

your cunning ! ” said he, “ I ilnd the anchor holds fast ? I did sup- 
pose as how you would have slipped your cable, and changed your 
berth ; but I see, wdien a young fellow is once brought up by a pretty 
wench, he may man his capstans and viobblock, if ho wool, but he’ll 
as soon heave up the Pike of Tenerifte as bring his anclior awoigh ! 
Odds heartlikins ! had I known the young woman was Ned Gaunt- 
let’s daughter, 1 shouldn’t have tlirown out signal for leaving otf 
cliase. ” 

Our adventurer was not a little surprised to hoar the commodore 
talk in this style ; and immediately conjectured that his friend 
Godfrey had informed liim of the whole atiair. Instead of listening 
to this apjirobation of his flame with those transports of joy whicli 
ho would have felt had ho retained his former sent iments, he was 
chagrined at Trunnion’s declaration, and oirended at the presumption 
of the young soldier, in presuming to disclose the secret with which 
he had intrusted him. Keddeuhig with those reflections, ho assured 
the commodore that he never had serious thoughts of matrimony ; 
so that if any jier.ioii had tohl him ho w^as under any engagement of 
that kind, he had abused his ear : for ho protested that he w’^oulif 
never contract such attacliments without his knowledge and express 
permission. 

Trunnion commended him for his prudent resolution, and 
observed, that tliough no jierson mentioned to him what promises 
had passed betwixt him and his sweathcart, it was very plain that 
he had made love to her ; and therefore was to be supposed that 
his intentions were honourable ; for ho could not believe he was 
sucli a rogue in his heart as to endeavour to debauch the daughter 
of a brave officer who had served liis country with credit and 
reputation. Notwithstiiiidiiig this remonstrance, which Picklo 
imputed to the commodore’s ignorance of the world, he set out for 
the habitation of Mrs. Clauntlet, with the uiijustiliablo sentiments of 
a man of pleasure, who sacrifices every consideration to the desire 
of his ruling ffjipotite ; and, as Winchester lay in his way, resolved 
to visit some of his friends wlio lived in that place. It was in the 
house of one of those that he was informed of Emilia’s being theii in 
town with her mother ; upon which he excused himself from staying 
to drink tea, and immediately repaired to their lodgings, according 
to the directions ho had received. * 

When he arrived at the door, instead of uiidergoihjj that pertur- 
bation of spirits, which a lover in his interesting situation might bo 
supposed to feel, ho suftered no emotion but that of vanity and pride 
favoured with an opportunity of self-gratification ; and entered his 
Emilia’s apartment with the air of a conceited vttU rather 
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than that of the respectful admirer when he visits the object of his 
passion after an absence of seventeen months. 

The young lady, having been very much disobliged at his 
mortifying neglect of her brother’s letter, had summoned all her 
own pride and resolution to her aid ; *and, by means of a happy 
disposition, so far overcame her cluigrin at his indifference, tliat 
she was able to behave iirjiis presence with apparent tranquillity 
and ease. She was even pleased to find he had by accident chosen 
a time for his visit wlien she was surrounded by two or three 
young gentlemen, who professed themselves her admirers. Our 
gallant was no sooner announced, than she collected all her 
coquetry, put on the gayest air she could assume, and contrived to 
giggle just as he appeared at the room door. The compliments of 
ualutation being performed, slio welcomed him to England in a 
careless manner, asked the news of Paris, and, before ho could 
make any reply, desired one of the other gentlemen to proceed with 
the sequel of that comical adventure, in the relation of which he had 
been interrupted. 

Peregrine smiled within himself at this behaviour, which, with- 
out all doubt, he believed she had aftected to punish him for his 
unkind silence while he was abroad ; being fully persuaded that 
her heart w'as absolutely at his devotion. On this supposition, ho 
practised his I'arisiaii improvements on the art of conversation, 
and uttered a thousand prcttincsses in the mw of compliment, 
j^ith such incredible rotation of tongue, that his rivals were struck 
dumb with astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all temper at 
seeing herself deprived of the prerogative of the sex. He persisted, 
however, in this surprising loquacicy, until the rest of the company 
thought proper to withdraw, and then contracted his discourse into 
the focus of love, which now put on a very different appearance 
from that which it had^ formerly worn. Instead of that awful 
-veneration which her presence used to inspire, that chastity of 
sentiment and delicacy of expression, he now gazed upon her wdth 
the eyes of a libertine, he glowed with tlie impatience of desire, 
talked in a strain that barely kept within the bounds of decency, 
and attempted to snatch such favours as she, in the tendernesa of 
mutual acknowledgment, had once ‘vouchsafed to bestow. 

Grieved and offended as she was at this palpable alteration in 
his carriage, she disdained to remind him of his fornjjer deportment, 
and with dissembled good humour rallied him on the progress 
he had made in gallantry and address : but, far from submitting 
to the liberties he would have taken, she kept her person sacred 
from his touch, and would not even suffer him to ravish a kiss of 
her fair hand ; so that he reaped no other advantage from the 
exercise of* lys talents during this interview, which lasted a whole 
hour, than that of knowing he had overrated his own importance, 
and that Emily’s heart was not a garrison likely to surrender at 
discretion. * 

At length hia addresses were interrupted by the arrival of the 
mother, who had gone abroad to visit by herself; and, the 
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convewation becoming more general, lie nnderafcoood tliafc Godfrey 
waa at London, soliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen vacant in 
the regiment to which he belonged ; and that Miss Sophy was at 
home with her father. 

Though our adventurer had not met with all the success he 
expected by his first visit, he did not despair of. reducing the 
fortress, believing that in time thereiVould be a mutiny in his 
favour ; and accordingly carried on the siege for several days 
without profiting by his perseverance ; till at length, having 
attended the ladies to their own house in the country, ho began to 
look upon this adventure as time misspent, and resolved to discon- 
tinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more favourable 
occasion ; being, in the moan time, ambitious of displaying, in a 
higher sphere, those qualifications which his vanity told him were 
at present misapplied. 


Chap. [jXVIII. — IT c attends his Uncle \iilh great Affection during a fit of Tllness^Si’li 
out again for Tiondoii ; meets with Ins Friend Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to acconi> 

E iny him to Bath ; ou tfie Road to which place they chance to dine with a Terson who 
ntenains them with a curious Account of a certom Couipvny of Adveulurers. 

Thus determined, ho took leave of Emilia and her mother, on pre- 
tence of going to Loudon on some urgent business, and returned to 
the garrison, leaving the good old lady very much concerned, and^ 
the daughter incensed at his behaviour, whicli was the more un- 
expected because Godfrey had told them that the commodore 
approved of his nephew’s passion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle so ill of the gout, which, for the 
first time, had taken jiossession of his stomach, that his life wjvs in 
imminent danger, and the whole family in disorder : he therefore 
took the reins of government in his o^n hands, sent for all the 
physicians in the neighbourhood, and attended him in person with 
the most atlectionato care during the whole lit, which lasted a fort- 
night, and then retired before tlie strength of his constitution. 

When the old gentleman recovered his health, he was so pene- 
trated with Peregrine’s behaviour, that he actually would have made 
over to him his whole fortune, and depended upon him for his own 
subsistence, had not our youth opposed the execution of the deed 
with all his iiffluence and might, and even persuaded him to make 
a wUl in which his friend Hatchway, and all his other adherents, 
were liberally remembered, and his aunt provided for on her own 
terms. This material point being settled, he, with his uncle’s per- 
mission, departed for London, after having seen the family auairs 
established under the direction and administration of Mr. Joltor 
and the lieutenant ; for, by this time, Mrs. Trunnfon was wholly 
oootipied with her spiritual concerns. • 

Qndiia first arrival at London, ho sent a card to the lodgings of 
Gauntlet^ in consequence of a direction from his mother ; and that 
young gentleman waited on him next morning, though not with 
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that alacrity of countenance and warmth of friendship which might 
have been expected froiri the intimacy of their former connection. 
Nor was Peregrine himself actuated by the same unreserved affec- 
tion for the soldier, which ho had foraierly entertained. Godfrey, 
over and above the offence ho had takfin at Pickle’s omission in 
point of corresi)oiiding with him, had been informed, by a letter 
from his mother, of the you<Ji’a cjivalier behaviour to Emilia during 
his last residence at Winchester ; and our young gentleman, as wo 
have already observed, was disgusted at the Bupj)osed discovery 
which the soldier had made, in his absence, to the commodore. 
They perceived tlieir mutual umbi-age at meeting, and received 
each other with that civility of reserve whicli commonly happens 
between two })ersons when their friendship is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the other’s displeasure ; 
and, in order to vindicate his own character, after the first com- 
pliments were i)assed, took the ojtportiniity of inquiring after the 
health of the commodore, and to tell Peregrine that while ho tarried 
at the garrison, in his return from Dover, the subject of the con- 
versation one night happening to turn on our hero’s passion, tlie 
old gentleman had expressed liis concern about that affair ; and, 
among other observations, said he supposed the object of his love 
was some paltry hussy, whom he had [)ickcd up when he was a 
boy at school : upon which Mr. Hjitchvvay assured him that she 
was a young woman of as g(»od a family as any in the country ; and, 
igiter lutving pre])ossessed him in her favour, vonfured, out of the 
zeal of his friendship, to tell wdio she w^ns : wherefore the discovery 
was not to be imputed to any other cause, and he hoped Mr. Pickle 
would ac(iuit him of all share in the tr?insaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus undeceived ; hia 
countenance immediately cleared up ; the formality of hia beha- 
viour relaxed into his usual familiarity ; and he asked pardon for 
his unmannerly neglect ot Godfrey’s letter, which, he protested, 
was not owing to any disregard, or abatement of friendship, but to 
a hurry of youthful engagements, in consequence of which, he had 
procrastinated his answer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in person. 

The young seddier was contented with this apology ; and as 
Pickle's intention with respect to his sister was still dubious and 
undeclared, he did not think it w’^as incumbent upoi^ him, as yet, 
to express any resentment on that score ; but was wise enough to 
foresee, that the renewal of his intimacy with our young gentleman 
might be the means of reviving that flame which had been dissipated 
by a variety of new ideas. With those sentiments he laid aside 
all reserve, ^and their communication immediately resumed its 
former chann^. Peregrine made him acquainted with all the 
adventures in which he had been engaged since their parting ; 
and he, with the same confidence, related the remarkable incidents 
of hia own fate ; among other thingi, giving him to understand^ 
that, upon obtaining a commission in the army, the father of 
his ^ear Sophy, without once inquiring about the occasion of his 



CURIOUS INFORMATION. 


285 


promotion, had not only favoured him with his countenance in 
a much greater degree than heretofore, but also contributed his 
interest, and even promised the assistance of his purse, in pro- 
curing for him a lieutenancy, which he was then soliciting with 
all his power ; whereas, if he had not been enabled, by a most 
accidental piece of good fortune, to lift himself into the sphere of 
an ofheer, he had all the reason in tl^e world to believe that this 
gentleman, and all the rest of his wealthy relations, would have 
suffered him to languish in obscurity and distress ; and, by turn- 
ing his misfortune into reproach, make it a plea for their own Avant 
of generosity and friendship. 

Peregrine, understanding the situalion of his friend’s affairs, 
would have accommodated him, upon the instant, with a sum to 
accelerate the i)assago of his commission through tl>e oflices ; but, 
being too well accpiainted with his pcni[)ul()U8 disposition to 
manifest his benevolence in that manner, ho found moans to intro- 
duce himself to one of tlio gentlemen of the war-oflice, who was 
BO well satisfied Avith tlici arguments he used in behalf of his 
friend, that (lodfroy’s business was transacted in a very few dayv., 
though he himself knew nothing of his interest being thus rein- 
forced. 

By this time, the season at Bath aams begun ; and our hero, panting 
Avith the desire of distinguishing himself at that resort of the fashion- 
able world, communicated his design of gi>ing thither to his friend 
Godfrey, whom tie importuned to accompany him in the cxcur-^ 
sion : and leave of absence fnun his regiment being obtained by 
the irifluonco of Peregrine’s now quality-friends, the two com- 
panions departed from London in a post-chaise, attended, as usual, 
by the valet-de-charnbre and Pipes, wlio were become almost as 
necessary to our adventurer as any two of his own organs. 

At the inn, Avhen they alighted for dinner, Godfrey perceived a 
person walking by liimself in ilio yarff Avith a very pensive air, 
and, upon observing him more narrowly, recognized him to be a 
jirofessed gamester, Avhom ho had formerly known at Tunbridge. 
On the strength (d’ tins ac(piaintanco, he accosted the peripatetic, 
who know him immediately ; and, in tlie fulness of his grief and 
vexation, told him timt he aws now on his return from Bath, 
where he had been striiiped by a company of sharpers, who re- 
sented that he should presume to trade upon Ids own bottom. 

Peregrine, ^Iio was extremely curious in his inquiries, imagin- 
ing that he might learn some entertaining and useful anecdotes 
from this artist, invited him to dinner, and was accordingly fully 
informed of all the political systems at Bath. He understood, 
that there was at London one great company of adventurers, who 
employed agents in all the dittbrent branches o^ imposition 
throughout the whole kingdom of England, allowing these minis- 
ters a certain proportion of the profits accriqng from their indus- 
try and skill, and reserving the greatest share for the benefit* of 
the common stock, which was chargeable with the expense of 
fitting out individuals in their various pursuits, as well as with 
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the loss sustained in the course of tlieir adventures. Some, trhose 
persons and qualifications are by the company judged adequate 
to the task, exert their talents in making love to ladies of fortune, 
being accommodated with money and accoutrements for that pur^ 
pose, after having given their bonds, payable to one or other of 
the directors, (ui the day of marriage, for certain sums, proper*- 
tioned to the dowries they are to receive. Others, versed in the 
doctrine of chances, and certain secret expedients, frequent all 
those places where games of hazard are allowed ; and such as are 
masters in the arts of billiards, tennis, and bowls, are continually 
lying in wait, in all tlie scenes of these diversions, for the ignorant 
and unwary. A fourth class attend horse-races, being skilled in 
those mysterious practices by which the knowing ones are taken in. 
Nor is this community unfurnished with those who lay wanton wives 
and old rich widows under contribution, and extort money by pro- 
stituting themselves to the embraces of their own sex and then 
threatening their admirers with prosecution. But their most 
important returns are made by that body of their undertakers 
who exercise their understandings in the innumerable stratagems 
of the card-table, at \vhich no sharper can be t (.)0 infamous to bo 
received, and even caressed by persons of the highest rank and 
distinction. Among other articles of intelligence, our young 
gentleman learned, that those agents by whom their guest was 
broken and expelled from Bath had constituted a bank against 
fill sportora, and monopolized the advantage in all sorts of play, 
Tie then told Gauntlet, that if he would i>ut himself under 
his direction, ho would return with them, and lay such a scheme 
as would infallibly ruin the whole society at billiards, as he 
knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his knowledge of that 
game. 

The soldier excused himself from engaging in any party of that 
kind, and after dinner th€ travellers })arted ; but, as the conver- 
sation between the two friends turned upon the information they 
had received, Peregrine projected a plan for punishing those 
vilhinQus pests of society, who prey upon their fellow-creatures ; 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet in this manner. 


Chap. LXIX.— Godfrey executes a scheme at Bath, by which a whole Cipipiiny of Sharpers 

is ruined. 

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey, who had kept 
himself up all day for that purpose, went in bpots to the billiam- 
Uble ; and two gentlemen being at play, began to bet with so 
little appearance of judgment, that one of the adventurers then 
present was ir.fiamed with the desire of profiting by his in(^X{3fer 
rience ; and when the table was vacant, invited him to take a 
gaqie for amusement. The soldier, assuming air of a 

conceited dupe, answered, that he did not choose to tbcow: awaf 
his time for nothing, but, if he pleased, would piddle for a OrO^wn ' 
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a game. This declaration was very agreeable to the other, who 
wanted to be farther confirmed in the opinion he had conceived ci 
the stranger before he would play for anything of consequence. 
The party being iiccepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning 
with seeming oagerneaa, won the first game, because his antago- 
nist kept up his play with a view of encouraging him to Wager 
a greater sum. The soldier purposcly^bit at the hook, the Bt43^ea 
were doubled, and he was again victorious, by the permission of 
his competitor. He now began to yawn : and observing, that it 
was not worth his while to proceed in such a childish manner, the 
other swore, in an affected passion, that he w^ould play with him 
for twenty guineas. The proposal being embraced, through the 
connivance of Godfrey, the money was won by the sharper who 
exerted his dexterity to the uttermost, fearing that otherwise his 
adversary would decline continuing the game. 

Godfrey, thus cciiiquered, protended to lose his temper, cursed 
hia own ill luck, swore that the table hiul a cast, and that the balls 
did not run true, changed his mast, and, with great warmth, chal- 
lenged his enemy to double the sum. The gamester, with feigno<l 
reluctance, complied with his desire ; and, having got the first two 
h/izards, offered to lay one hundred guineas to fifty on the game. 
The odds were taken ; and Godfrey, having allowed himself to be 
overcome, began to rage with great violence, broke the mast to 
pieces, threw the balls out at tlie window, and, in the fury of his 
indignation, dcfidtl Ins antagonist to meet him to-morrow, when he^ 
should be refreshed from the fatigue of travelling. This w^as a' 
very welcome invitation to the gamostor, who, imagining that the 
solaier would turn out a most beneficial prize, assured him that he 
would not fail to be tliore next forenoon, in order to give him his 
revenge. 

Gauntlet went homo to his lodgings, fully certified of his own 
superiority, and took bis measures wifli Peregrine touching the 
prosecution of their scheme ; w'hile hia opponent made a report of 
hia success to the brethren of the gang, who resolved to be present 
at the decision of the match, with the view of taking advantage of 
the stranger’s passionate disposition. 

Affairs being thus concert^ on both sides, the players met 
according to appointment, and the room was immediately filled 
with spectators, who either came thither by accident, curiosity, or 
design. The%atch was fixed for one hundred pounds a game, the 
principals choose their instruments, and laid aside their coats ; and 
one of the knights of the order proffered to lay another hundred on 
the head of his associate. Godfrey took him upon the instant. A 
second worthy of the same class, seeing him so eager, challenged 
him to treble the sum ; and his proposal met with the* same reoep^ 
tion, to the astonishment of the company, whose elpectatibn was 
raised to a very interesting pitch. The gamp was begun, an4 the 
'sdldier having lost the first hazard, the odds were oner^ byihe 
lionfedexacy with great vociferation ; but nobody would ruA such a 
tisk in favour of a person who was utterly unknown. The sharper 
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having gained the second also, the noise increased to a surprising 
clamour, not only of the gang, but likewise of almost all the spec- 
tators, who desired to lay two to one against the brother of Emilia. 

Peregrine, who was present, perceiving the cupidity of the asso- 
ciation bufHciently inflamed, all of a suiMen opened his mouth, and 
answered their bets to the amount of twelve hundred x>ounds, which 
were immediately deposited, on both sides, in money and notes ; so 
that this was, perhaps, the most important game that ever was 
I>layed at billiards. Gauntlet, seeing the agreement settled, struck 
his antagonist’s ball into the pocket in a twinkling, though it w’as 
in one of those situations which arc supposed to be against the 
striker. The betters were a little diaooinposcd at this event, for 
wdiich, however, they consoled themselves, by imputing the success 
to accident ; but when, at the very next stroke, he sprang it over 
the table, their countenances underw^ent an instantaneous distrac- 
tion of feature, and they waited, in the most dreadful susiiensc, for 
the next hazard, which being likewise tfiken witli infinite ease by 
the soldier, the blood forsook their cheeks, and the interjection 
“ Zounds ! ” pronounced w’ith a look of consternation, and in a t<uio 
of despair, xmocccdcd from every mouth at the same instant of time. 
They were overwhelmed with horror and astonishment at seeing 
three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a i)ersf)n of their 
friend’s dexterity, and shrewdly suspected that tlio whole was a 
scheme preconcerted for their destructicni. On this suiiposiiion, 
^hey changed their note, and attempted to hedge for tlieir own 
indemnification, by projiosing to lay the odds in favour of (laiiiitlot ; 
but so much w^as the opiiiicm f>f tlie company altered by that young 
goiitleiiian’s success, that nobody would venture to espouse the 
cause of his cc)mpetitor, wdio, chancing to improve his game by the 
addition of another lucky hit, diminished the concern, and revived 
the hopes of his aclhcrents. 

But this gleam of birttihe did not long contiiiuo : Godfrey col- 
lected his whole art and capacity ; and, augmenting his score to 
number ten, indulged himself w'ith a view of the whole fraternity. 
The visages of these professors luwl adopted different shades of 
complexion at every hazard he had taken ; from their natural 
colour they had shifted into a Balluw hue ; from thence into pale ; 
from imlo into yellow, which degenerated into a mahogany tint ; 
and, now they Si’iw seventeen hundred pounds of their stock 
depending upon a single stroke, they stood like so ^inaiiy swarthy 
Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The lire which 
naturally glow^ed in the cheeks and nose of the jilayer, seemed 
utterly extinct, and his carbuncles exhibited a livid appearance, 
as if a gangrene had already mmle some ju'ogress in his face : his 
hand began' to shake, and his whole frame W'as seized with such 
trepidation, ti^at ho was fain to swalloAv a bumper of brandy, in 
order to re-establish the tranquillity of his nerves. This expedient, 
however, did not produce the desired effect ; for he aimed the ball 
at the lead with such discomposure? that it struck on the wrong 
side, and came oflf at an angle which directed it full in the middle 
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hole. Thi9 fatal accident was attended with a universal groan, as 
if the whole universe had gone to wreck ; and notwithstanding 
that tranquillity for which adventurers are so remarkable, this 
loss made such an impression upon them all, that each in particular 
manifested his chagrin the most violent emotions. One turned 
up his eyes to heaven, and bit his nether lip ; another gnawed his 
fingers, while he stalked across the rofftn ; a third blasphemed with 
horrid imprecations ; and he who played the party sneaked off, 
grinding his teeth together, with a look that baffles all description, 

and, as he crossed the thresliold, exclaiming, ‘‘A d d bite, -by 

G ! ” 

Tlie victors, after having insulted them, by asking if thoy were 
disposed for another chance, carried off their winning with the 
appearance of great comjiosure, thougli in their hearts they were 
transported with unspeakable foy ; nr-t ho much on account of the 
booty they had gained, as in jonsidcration of having so effectually 
destroyed such a nest of pernicious miscreants. 

Pevogj'ine, believing that now he had found an c»pportunity of 
serving his friend without giving otlenco to the delicacy of ids 
honour, told him, upon their arrival at tlieir lodgings, that fortune 
had at length enabled him to become in a nianner independent, or 
at least make liiinself easy in Ju.s circumstances, by purchasing a 
company with the money he had won. So saying, he put his share 
of the success in Gauntlet’s hand, as a sum that of right belonged 
to Jiiiii, and prwihisod to write in his behalf to a nobleman, who ho^JL 
interest enough to proimd-e such a quick rise in the service. 

Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intonl ion, but absolutely 
refused, with groat loftiness of demeanour, to appropriate to his 
bwm use any part of the money which Pickle had gained, and 
seemed affronted at the other’s entertaining a seiitimonl so un- 
worthy of his character. He would not even accept in tho way of 
loan, such an addition to his own sto^ as would nmoiint to the 
price of a company of foot ; hut expressed great confidence in the 
future exertion of that talent which liad been blessed with such a 
prosperous beginning. Our hero, finding him thus obstinately deaf 
to tho voice of his own intert^t, resolved to govern himself, in his 
next endeavours of fricndshii^ by his experiouce of this ticklish 
punctilio ; and, in the mean time, gave a handsome benefaction 
to the hospital out of tliese first-fruits of the success in play, and 
reserved two*hundrGd pounds for a set of diamond ear-rings and 
solitaire which he intended for a present to Miss Emily. 


Chap. LXX.— Tho two Friends eclipse all their Competitors in Oallantry, and practise a 
pleasant project of Revenge upon the Physicians of the ||i|Bce. 

Tub faiqe of their exploit against tho Bhai;pors was immediately 
diffused through all companies at Bath ; so that when our ad^Gen- 
turers aiipeared in public, they were pointed out by a hundred 
extended fingers, and considered as consummate artists in all the 

T 
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diflidrent species of finesse, which they would not fail to 
with the first opportunity Nor w^is this opinion of their char<^ters 
any obstacle to their reception into the fashionable parties in the 
place , but, on the contrary, such a rerommendation (as I have 
alr^y hinted) never fails to operate for the advantfl^e nf the 
possessor ^ 

This first adventure, theiefore, served them as an introduction 
to the company at Bath, who were not a little surprised to ffnd 
their expectations baffled by the conduct of the two companions ; 
because, far from tngaging deeply at play, they rather shunned all 
occasions of gaming, and dire cted their ittention to gallantry, m 
winch oui hero shone uniivalled His external qualifications, ex* 
elusive of any other merit, wore strong enough to captivate the 
common run of the female sex , and these reinforced with a 
spnghtlmess of converstition and a most insinuating address, bectmio 
irresistible, oven by those who weie fortified with pride, caution, or 
indifference But, among all the mphs of this g ly ))lace, he did 
not meet with one object that disputed the empire of his heart with 
Emilia, and therefore he divided his attachment according to the 
suggestions of V xnity and whim so thtt, befoie he had resided S' 
foitnight at Bath, he had set all the ladies b> the ears and furnished 
all the bundled tongues of scandal with full employment The 
splendour of his appearance excited the inquiries of envy, which, 
instead of discovering any eircumstanee to his pieji dico, was curseei 
‘fti^th the information of his being a young gentleman of good family^ 
and heir to an immonao foituno 

The countenance of some of his quility friends, who aiiived at 
Bath, confiimed this piece of mtolhgence upon which his acquaint- 
ance was courted and cultivated with great issiduity , and be met 
with such advances from some of the fiii sox as icudeied him 
extiemely foitunato m his ^'inouis Nor was his fnond Godfrey a 
stringer to favouis of the same kind his lecomphshments were 
exactly calculated foi the meiidian of female taste and with certain 
individuals of that sex, his iiiuscul xr frame and robust connection 
of hi8 limbs were moie attrichve than the delicate iiiopoitions of 
his companion He accordingly Kuned paramount among those 
inamoratas who were tunied of thirty, without being uudet th0 
necessity of proceeding by tedious addresses , and was thought to 
have CO operated xvith tlie waters m removing the stormty erf 
certain ladies, who hod long undergone the leproach and disgust of 
their husbands while Peregime set up his throne among those 
who laboured undci the disease of celibicy, from the pert xuissof 
fifteen, who, with t fiiittenng heart, tosses her head, bndlea up^ 
and giggles ^voluntarily at sight of a handsome young 
the staid of twenty eight, who, with demure aspeoty 

^ on tlie vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and oi 

woman, and expatiated on friendships benevolence, and 
in the stylo of a Platonic philosopher « 

In such a diversify of dispositions, his conquests wore attesClod' 
all the heart-bunungs^ animosities, and tumoiU of 
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tiipito. The younger elm took e]l oppc^litinijtiet of hiortifyiirig 
their seniors in public, by treatifi^ them with that indignii^, wluch^ 
<j0ht^ry to the general privilege of age^ ia, by the eottaent and 
connivance of mankind, levelled against those ivho have tha mis^ 
fortune to come under the denomination of old maids i and tineas 
last retorted their hostilities in the pr^ato machinations of slan^r^ 
aupported by experience and aubtilty of invention. Jfl'ob one 
passed, in which some new story did not circulate to the prejudice 
of one or other of those rivals 

If our hero, m the long-room, chanced to quit one of the moraljata 
with whom he had been engaged in conversation, he was tmmedi* 
ately accosted by a number of the opposite faction, who, Wittt 
ironical smiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the poor lady he had 
left, exhorted him to have compassion on her sufferings ; and, 
turning their eyes towards the object of their intercession, broke 
forth into a universal peal of laughter On the other hand, nrhen 
Peregrine, in consequence of having danced with one of the minors 
oVer>night, visited her in the morning, the Platomsts immediately 
laid hmd on the occasion, tasked their imaginations, assoeiatea 
ideas, and with sage insinuations retailed a thousand circumstances 
of the interview, which never had any foundation in truth. They 
observed, that if git Is <iie detci mined to behave with such indiscre- 
tion, they must lay their accounts with meumng the censure of 
the world ; thati» she in question was old enough to act more cir- 
cumspectly, and wondered that her mother would penmt any 
young fellow to approach the chamber while her daughter was 
naked in bed. As for the servants peeping through the key^hole, 
to be sure it was an unlucky accident; but people ought to be 
upon their guard against such curiosity, and give their domestics 
no cause to employ their ponotiation Those, and other such 
roflcctions, were occasionally whisperodvas secrets among those who 
were known to be communicative ; so that, in a few hours, it 
became the general topic of discourse , and as it had been divulged 
under injunctions of seciocy, it was almost impossible to trace the 
sgandal to its oiigin; becaus^ every person concerned most have 
promulgated her own breach ai tiust, lu discovering her author of 
the report 

Peregrine, instead of allaying, rather exasperated this cOntentioHi^ 
by an artful distribution of his attention among the competitors ; 
veil knowing that, should hia regaid be converged into one poinh 
he would soon forfeit the iileasuie he enjoyed m seeing them w 
variance ; for both parties would join against the common enemyt 
and his favourite would bo persecuted by the whole coalition. He 
pa]:ceiy6d that, among the secret agents of scandal, none were an 
as the physicians, a class of animals who liviE^ in this phi^ 
S0 many ravens hovering about a carcass, and even 
omblo^eni like acuUets at Hungerford-staiib. The m!^ 

pi thenl have correspondeiitb in fjondon, who make it bnamosil 
inquire into the rnstoiy, character, and distemper of every one 
riqpwdrs to Bdh for the benefit the vtatere ; apd tf mry 
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cannot procure interest to recommend their medical friends to these 
patients before they set out, they at least furnish them with a 
previous account of what they could collect, that their correspon- 
dents may use this intelligence for their ojvn advantage. T3y these 
means, and the assistance of flattery and assurance, they often 
insinnato tlicmselves into tlje acquaintance of strangers, and, by 
consulting their dispositions,' become necessary and subservient to 
their prevailing passions. By their connection with apothecaries 
and nurses, they are informed of all the private occurrences in each 
family ; and therefore enabled to gratify the rancour of raalico, 
amuse the spleen of peevish indisposition, and entertain the eager- 
ness of impertinent curiosity. 

In the course of these occupations, which frequently affected the 
reputation of our two adventurers, this whole body fell under tho 
displeasure of our hero, who, after divers consultations with his 
friend, concerted a stratageun, which was practised upon the faculty 
in this manner. Among those who frequented the pump-room was 
an old otticer, whoso temper, naturally impatient, was, by repeated 
attiicks of the gout, which liad almost deprived him of the use of 
his limbs, sublimated into a remarkable degree of virulence and 
perverseness : he im]iuted tho inveteracy of his distemper to tho 
malpractice of a surgeon, who had administered to him while ho 
laboured under the consequences of an unfortunate amour ; and 
this supposition had inspired him with an insurmountable antipathy 

all the professors of the medical art, which was more and more 
confirmed by tho information of a friend at London, who had told 
him, that it was a common j)racticc among the physicians at Bath 
to dissuade their patients from drinking tlie water, that the euro, 
and of consequence their attendance, might bo longer protracted. 

Thus prepossessed, he had come to Bath, and, conformably to a 
few general instructions hqj had received, used the waters without 
any further direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his hatred 
and contempt of the sons of -^sculaxnus, both by speech and gesti- 
culations, and even by pursuing a regimen quite contrary to that 
which he knew they prescribed to otljprs who seemed to be exactly 
in his condition. But he did not flird his account in this method, 
how successful soever it may have been in other cases. His com- 
plaints, instead of vanishing, were every dray more and moro 
enraged : and at length he was confined to his bed,, where he lay 
blaspheming from morn to night, and from night to morn, though 
still more determined than ever to .adhere to his former maxims. 

In the midst of his torture, which was become the common joke 
of the town (being circulated through the industry of the physi- 
cians, who t^;iumphed in his disaster), Peregrine, by means of Mr. 
Pipes, employ^fl a country-fellow, who had come to m.aTket, to run 
with great haste, early one morning, to the lodgings of all the 
doctors in town, and' desire them to attend the colonel with all 
imalfinable despatch. In consequence of this summons, the whole 
faculty pub themselves in motion ; and three of the foremost 
arrjj’ing at the same instant of time, far from complimenting one 
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another with the door, each separately essayed to enter, and the 
whole triumvirate stuck in the passage. While they remained thus 
wedged together, they descried two of their brethren posting 
towards the same gaol i\ith all the speed that God had enabled 
them to exert ; upon which they came to a parley, and agreed to 
stand by one another. This covenaij^ being made, they disentan- 
gled themselves, and inquiring about the patient, were told by tho 
servant that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took povssession of hia 
antechamber, and shut the door, while the rest t)f tho tribe i> 03 ted 
themselves on tho outside, as they arrived ; so that the whole 
passage was filled, from the top of the staircase to the street-door ; 
and the people of the house, together with the colonel’s servant, 
struck dumb with astonishment. Tho three leaders of this learned 
gang had no sooner made tlieir lodgment good, than tliey began to 
consult about the patient’s malady, which every one of them i)re- 
tendod to have considered wdth groat care and assiduity. The first 
who gave his opinion said that tho distemper was an obstinate 
arthritis ; the second alKniicd, that it was no other tlian a con- 
tirmed ]) — x ; and the third swore it was an inveterate scurvy. 
This diversity of opinions was supported by a variety of quotations 
from medical authors, ancient as well as modern ; bub these were 
not of sufficient authority, or at least not explicit enough to decide 
the dispute ; iejr there are many schisms in medicine as 'well as in 
religion, and each sect can quote the fathers in supj^wrt of the tenets 
they ju'ofess. In short the contention rose to such a pitch of 
clamour, as not only alarmed the brethren on the stairs, but also 
awaked the patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the space of 
ton whole days. Had it been simply waking, lie M'ould have been 
obliged to them for the noise tliat disturbed him ; for, in that case, 
he would have been relieved from the t;*»rtures of hell-tire, to which, 
in his dream, he fancied himself exposed ; but this dreadful vision 
had been the result of that impression which was made upon his 
brain by tho intolerable anguish of his jijints ; so that, when he 
waked, the pain, instead of Iffcing alla 3 'ed, was rather aggravated by 
a great acuteness of sen3atioii\ and the confused vociferation in the 
next room invading his oars at the same time, ho began to think his 
dream was realized, and, in the iiangs of despair, applied himself to 
a boll that sti>od by his bed-side, which he rang with great violence 
and perseverance. 

This alarm pub an immediate stop to tlio disputation of the three 
doctors, who, upoii this notice of his being awake, rushed into his 
chamber without ceremony ; and two of them seizing his arms, the 
third made the like application to one of his tcmplesi Before the 
patient could recollect himself from the amazemcul^ which had laid 
hold on him at this unexpected irrujition, the room was filled by 
tho rest of the faculty, who followed tho servant that enterej^ in 
obedience to his master’s cal>; and the bod was, in a moment, sur- 
rounded by these gaunt ministers of death. The colonel, aeciiiff 
himself besot with such an assemblage of solemn visages %na 
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f^ureS) which he had always considered with the utmost detesta- 
tion and abhorrence, was incensed to a most inexpressible degree 
of indignation ; and so inspirited by his rage, that though his 
tongue dcnitKl its office, his other limbs performed their function. 
He disengaged himself from the triumviVale who had taken pos- 
session of his body, sprang out of bed with incredible agility, and, 
seizing one of liis crutches, Applied it so cffecttially to one of the 
tliroe, just as ho stooped to examine the patient’s water, that his 
lie-periwig dropped into the pot, while he himself fell motionless 
on tho^floor. 

This significant explanation disconcerted the whole fraternity ; 
every man turned his face, /is if it were by instinct, towards the 
door ; and the retreat of the community being obstructed by the 
elForts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous uproar ensued ; for 
the colonel, far from limiting his pi’owoss to the first exploit, 
handled liia weapon with astonishing vigour and dexterity, with- 
out respect of persons, so that few or none of them had escaped 
without marks of his displeasure ; when his spirits failed, and lie 
sank down again, (piite exhausted, on his bed. Favoured by this 
respite, the discomfited faculty collected their hats and wigs, 
which had fallen off in the fray ; and, perceiving the assailant tc)0 
much enfeebled to renew the attack, set up their throats together, 
and loudly threatened to prosecute l)ini severely for such an out- 
rageous assault. 

^ By this time the landlord had interposed ; aiih, inquiring into 
the cause of tho disturbance, was informed of what had happened 
by the complainants, who, at the same time, giving him to under- 
stand that they liad been severally summoned to attend the colonel 
that morning, ho assured them that they liad been imposed upon 
by some w'ag, for his lodger had never dreamt of consulting any 
one of their profession. 

Thunderstruck at this cTeclaration, the general clamour instan- 
taneously ceased ; and each, in particular, at once comprehending 
the nature of tho joke, they sneaked silently off with tho loss they 
had sustained, in unutterable shame and mortification ; while 
Peregrine and his friend, who took jfire to bo passing that way by 
accident, made a full stop at sight or such an extraordinary efflux, 
and enjoyed the countenance and condition of every one' as he 
appeared ; nay, even made up to some of those who seemed most 
affected with their situation, and mischievously torbiented them 
with questions touching this unusual congregation ; then, in con- 
sequence of the information they received from tho landlord and 
the coloners valet, subjected the sufferers to tho ridicule of all tho 
company in town. As it would have been impossible for the 
authors of this farce to keep themselves concealed from the 
indefatigable inquiries of the physicians, they made no secret 
of their having directed the whole : though they took care to 
own it in such an ambiguous manijer as afforded no handle of 
prosecution. 
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Chap, I<XXI.— Peregrine humbks a noted Hector, and meets with a strange Character at 
the House of ii certain Lady. 

AMONCf those who never failed to reside at Bath, during the season, 
was a certain person, who, fr(»m the most abject misery, had by 
his industry and art at play amassed about fifteen thousand 
pounds ; and, though his character was notorious, insinuated him- 
self so far into the favour of what is called the best company, that 
very few private parties of pleasure took place in which he was 
not principally concerned. He was of gigantic stature, a most 
intrepid counbonance, and his disposition, naturally overbearing, 
had, ill the course of his adventures and success' acquired a moat 
intolerable degree of insolence and vanity. By the ferocity of his 
features, and audacity of his behaviour, he had obtained a reputa- 
tion for the most undaunted courage, which had been confirmed by 
divers adventures, in which ho had liuniblcd the most assuming 
heroes of his own fraternity ; so that he now reigned chief hector of 
the place with unquestioned authority. 

With this son of fortune was Peregrino one evening engaged at 
play, and so successful that he could not help informing his friend 
of his good luck. Clodfrej", hearing the description of the loser, 
immediately riSOognized the jierson whom he had known at Tun-^ 
bridge ; and assuring Pickle that he was a sharper of the first 
water, cautioned him against any further connection with such a 
dangerous companion, who, lie allirfucd had suffered him bo win a 
small sum, that he might be encouraged to lose a much greater 
upon some other occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice ; and, though he 
did not scruple to give the gaiiicBter^u opportunity of retrieving 
his loss, when he next day demanded revenge, he absolutely refused 
to proceed, after he havl refunded his winning. The other, who 
considered him as a hot-headed, unthinking youth, endeavoured 
to inflame his pride to a coiVinuance of the game, by treating his 
skill with scorn and conlem])A; and, among other sarcastic expres- 
sions, advised him to go to school again, before ho pretended to 
engage with masters of the art. Our hero, incensed at his arro- 
gance, replftd, with great warmth, that he know himself suffi- 
ciently qualified for playing with men of honour, wdio deal upon 
the square ; and hoped he should always deem it infamous either 
to learn or practise tne tricks of a professed gamester. Blood and 
thunder ! meaning mo, air ” cried this artist, raising his voice and 
curling his visage into a most intimidating frown : ** Zounds! I’U 
cut the throat of any scoundrel who has the presumption to sup- 
pose that I don’t play as honourably as ojer a nobleman in the 
kingdom ; and I insist upon an explanation from you, sir, by 
hell and brimstone? I shfil expect other soit of satisfaction.^ 
Peregrine, whoso blood by this time boiled within liim, answered, 
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without hesitation, “Far from thinking your demand unreasonable, 
I will immediately explain mysoj^ without reserve, and tell you, 
that, upon unquestionable authority, I believe you to be an impu- 
dent rascal and common cheat. ” 

The hector was so amazed and confounded at the freedom of this 
declaration, which ho thought no man on earth would venture to 
make in his presence, that, f%r some minutes, he c«mld not recollect 
himself ; but, at length, whispered a challenge in the ear of our 
hero, which was accordingly accoi)ted. When they arrived next 
morning upon tl» field, the gamester, arming his countenance with 
all his terrors, advanced with a sword of a monstrous length, and, 
putting himself in a ])osturc, called aloud, in a most tcrritic voice, 
“Draw, d— — ye, draw! 1 will this instant send you to your 
fathers.” The youth ivas not slow in complying with his desire : 
his weapon was unsheathed in a moment, and ho began tlio 
attack with such unexpected spirit and address, that his ad- 
versary, having made slufb with great dilliculty, to parry the Grst 
pass, retreated a few paces, and demanded a parley, in which ho 
endeavoured to persuade the young man, tliat to lay a man of his 
character under the necessity of chastising his insolence, was tlio 
most rash and inconsiderate step that lie could possibly have 
taken ; but that he had compassion upon his youtli, and was willing 
to spare him, if he would surronder his sword and promiso to ask 
pardon in public for the offence he had given. Pickle was so much 
iwnixasperated at this unparalleled ctlrontcry, that, without deigning 
to iiiako the least reply, he Hung lus own hat in the proposer’s face, 
and renewed the charge with sucli undaunted agility, that the 
gamester, finding himself in manifest hazard of his life, betook 
himself to his heels, and fled homewards with incredible speed, 
being closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having sheathed his 
sword, pelted him with slopes as he ran, and comjielled him to go 
that same day into banishment from Bath, wliere he had domineered 
so long. 

By this achievement, which vras the subject of astonishment to all 
the company, who had looked upon thf fugitive as a person of heroic 
courage, our adventurer’s reputatioiy was rendered formidable in 
all its circumstmices, although he tlmreby disobliged a good many 
people of fashion, who had contracted au intimacy of friendship 
with the exile, and who resented his disgrace as if it Jiad been the 
misfortune of a worthy man. These generous patrons, however, 
boro a very small proportion to those who were pleased with the 
event of the duel, because, in the course of their residence at Bath, 
they had either been insulted or defrauded by the challenger. 
Nor was this instance of our hero’s courage unacceptable to the 
ladies, few of whom could now resist the united force of such 
accomplishments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend Godfrey would 
have found much difficulty in picking up an agreeable companion 
for ^ife ; but Gauntlet’s heart was pre-engaged to Sophy ; and 
Pickle, exclusive of his attachment to Emily, which was stronger 
th^ ho himself imagined, possessed such a share of ambition, as 
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could not be satisfied with the conquest of any female ho beheld at 
Bath. 

His visits were, therefore, promiscuous, without any other view 
than that of amusement ; and though his pride was flattered by 
the advances of the fair Vhorii he had captivated, he never har- 
boured pne thought of proceeding beyond the limits of common 
gallantry, and carefully avoided all pA’ticular explanations. But 
what, above all other enjoyments, yielded him the most agreeable 
entertainment, was the secret history of characters, which he 
learned from a very extraordinary person, with whom he became 
acquainted in this manner. 

Being at the house of a certain lady, on a visiting day, ho was 
struclt with the api>earance of an f»ld man, who no sooner entered 
the room than the mistress of the house vory kindly desired one of 
the wits pres(‘nt to roast the old put. Tliis pet it-ma Lire, proud of 
the emphjymeiit., went up to the senior, who had something ex- 
tremely peculiar and significant in liis countenance, and, saluting 
him with divers fashionahlo ronfjea^ accosted him in these words : 
**Your servant, you old rascal. I hope to have the honour of 
seeing you hanged. I vow to Gad ! you hxdc extremely shocking, 
with these gummy eyes, lantern jaw?- and toothless chaps. What ! 
you squint at the ladies, you old rotten medlar ! Yes, yes, we 
understand your ogling ; but you must content yourself with a 
cook-maid, sink nio ! I sec you Avant to sit. These withered shanks 
of yours tremble* under their burthen ; but you must have a little ^ 
patience, old Hirco ! indeed you must. I intend to mortify you a 
little longer, curse me I " 

The company Avero so tickled Avith this address, which Avas 
delivered Avith much grimace and gesticulation, that they burst 
out into a loud lit of laughter, which they fathered uix)n a monkey 
that was chained in the room ; and when the peal Avas over, the 
wit renewed his attack, in these Avordf: “I sujipose you are fool 
enough to think this mirth was occasioned by I*ug ; ay, there he 
is ! you had best survey him, — he is of your own family, sAvitcli 
mo ; but the laugh was at y^mr expense ; and you ought to thank 
Heaven for making you so Jdiculous.’^ AVhile ho uttered these 
ingenious ejaculations, the old^gentlcniaii bowed alternately to him 
and the monkey, that seemed to grin and chatter in imitation of the 
beau; and, mth an arch solemnity of visage, pronounced, “Gen- 
tlemen, as J nave nob the honour to understand your compliments, 
they will bo much better bestowed on each otlicr.’* So saying, he 
seated himself, and had the satisfaction to sec the laugh returned 
upon the aggressor; who remained confounded and abashed, and in 
a few minutes loft the room, muttering as ho retired, ‘‘The old 
fellow groAvs scurrilous, stap my breath ! ” 

While Peregrine wondered in silence at this cxtratirdiniiry scene, 
the lady of the house, perceiving his surprif^, gave him to under- 
stand that the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense of 
heariiijj ; that his name was Cadwallader Crabtree ; his disposition 
altogether misanthropical ; and that he was admitted into comj^y 
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on account of tho entertainment he afforded by his sarcastic obser- 
vations, and the pleasant mistakes to which he was subject from 
his infirmity. Nor did our hero wait a long timo for an illustration 
of this odd character. Every sentence he spoke was replete with 
gall ; nor did his satire consist in gcEeral reflections, but in a 
series of remarks, which had been made through tlio medium of a 
most whimsical peculiarity ^f f)pinion. • 

Among those who were present at this assembly was a young 
oflicer, who, having by dint of interest obtained a seat in the lower 
house, thought it incumbent upon him to talk of affairs of state,- 
and accordingly regaled the company with an account of a secret 
expedition which the Ercnch wore busied in preparing ; assuring 
them, that he had it from the mouth of the minister, to whom it 
had been transmitted by one of his agents abroad. Jn descanting 
upon the particulars of the armament, he observed, that they had 
twenty ships of the line ready manned and victualled at Brest, 
which were destined for Toulon, where they would be joined by as 
many more ; and from thence proceed to the execution of their 
scheme, which he imparted as a secret not fit to be divulged. 

'riiis piece of intolligonco being communicated to all the company, 
except Mr. Crabtree, who snfFered by Jiis loss of hearing, that cynic 
was soon after accosted by a lady, wlio, by means of an artificial 
alphabet, formed by a certain conjunction and disposition of tho 
fingers, asked if he had heard any extraordinary news of late, 
Cadwallader, with his usual complaisance, repliiDd that he sup- 
osed 'she took him for a courier or a spy by teasing him eternally 
with that question. lie then expatiated upon tho foolish curiosity 
of mankind, which, he said, must eitlicr proceed from idleness or 
want of ideiis ; and repeated almost verhathu the ollicer’s infor- 
mation ; a vague, ridiculous report, invented by some ignorant 
coxcomb who wanted to give himself airs of importance, and 
believed only by those w]*o were utterly unacquainted with the 
politics and strength of tho French nation. 

In confirmation of wJiat he had advanced, lie endeavoured to 
demonstrate how impossible it must be for that people to tit out 
even the third part of such a navy Bcjsoon after tho losses they had 
Bustfiiued during tho war ; and co^irmed his proof by asserting 
that, to his certain knowledge, the harbours of Brest and Toulon 
could not at that time produce a squadron of eight ships of the lino. 

The member, who was an utter .stranger to this* misanthrope, 
hearing his own asseverations treated with such contempt, glowed 
with confusion and resentment ; and, raising his voice, began to 
defend his own veracity with groat eagerness and trepidation, 
mingling with his arguments many blustering invectives against 
the insolence and ill manners of his supposed contradictor, who 
sat with tho most mortifying composure of countenance^ till the 
officer’s patier&e was quite exhausted; and then, to the manifest 
increase of his vexation, he was informed that his antagonist wfts 
so fieaf that, in all probability, the iast trumpet would make no 
impression upon him without a previous renovation of his organs. 
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CffAP. IiXXn — He cnltivatee an Acquaintance with the Ulaanthrope, who favouTa him 
with a eiioit Skc^h uf iiia own Hiatoiy. 

Pbreorine was extremely well pleased with this occasional rebuke, 
which occurred so seasonably that he could scarce believe it acci- 
dental. lie looked upon Cadwallader as the greatest curiosity ho 
had ever known, and cultivated the old man’s acquaintance with 
such insinuating address, that in less than a fortnight he obtained 
his confidence. As they one day walked into the fields together, 
the man-hater disclosed himself in these words : “ Though the 
term of our communication has been but short, you must have per- 
ceived that I treat you with uncommon marks of regard ; which, I 
assure you, is not owing to your personal accomplishments, nor 
the pains you take to oblige me ; for the first 1 overlook, and the 
last T see through ; but there is soinething in your disposition 
which indicates a rooted contempt for the world, and I understand 
you have made some successful efforts in exposing one part of it to 
the ridicule of the other. It is upon this assurance that I offer 
you my advice and assistance in pros».cuLing other schemes of the 
same nature ; and to convince you that such an alliance is not to 
bo rejected, 1 will now give you a short sketch of my history, 
which will be pi^blifilied iSter my death in forty-seven volumes of 
my own compiling. 

“ 1 was born about forty miles from this place, of parents who, 
having a very old family name to support, bestowed their whole 
fortune on my elder brother ; so that 1 inherited of my father 
little else than a largo share of cholcr, to which I am indebted for 
a great many adventures that did not always end to my satisfac- 
tion. At the age of eighteen I was sciij up to town, with a recom- 
mendation to a certain peer, who found means to amuse mo with 
the iiromise of a commission for seven whole years ; and ’tis odds 
but I should have made niy fortiiiio by my perseverance had not I 
been arrested and thrown in'^o the Marshalsea by my landlord, on 
whose credit I had subsisteci three years, after my father had 
renounced me as an idle vagabond. There I remained six months 
among those prisoners who have no other support than chance 
charity ; and •contracted a very valuable acquaintance, which was 
of great service to me in the future emergencies of my life. 

“I was no sooner discharged, in consequence of an act of Par- 
liament for the relief of insolvent debtors, than I went to the house 
of my creditor, whom I cudgelled without mercy ; and that I 
might leave nothing undone of those things which I qught to have 
done, my next stage was to VVestminister-hall, where I waited until 
my patron came forth from the house, and saluted Wlm with a blow 
that laid him senseless on the pavement ; but my retreat wlus ngt 
BO fortunate as I could have wished ; the chairmen and lacqil^teyB 
in waiting having surrounded and disarmed mo in a trice, I was 
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committed to Newgate^ and loaded with chains ; and a very saga- 
cious gentleman, who was afterwards hanged, having sat in judg- 
ment upon my case, pronounced me guilty of a capital crime, and 
foretold my condemnation at the Old Bailey. His prognostic, 
however, Avas disappointed ; for nobodjf appearing to prosecute me 
at the next sessions, I was discharged by order of the qourt. It 
would bo impossible for nuSto recount, in the compass of one day’s 
conversation, all the jjarticular exploits in which 1 bore a con- 
siderable share : suffice it to say, 1 have been at different times 
prisojier in all the gaols within the bills of mortality, and have 
broken from every round-house on this side of Temple-bar. No 
bailiff, in the days of my youth and desperation, durst execute a 
writ upon mo without a dozen follow'crs ; and the justices them- 
selves trembled when T was brought before them. 

“I was once maimed by a carman, with whom 1 quarrelled, 
because he ridiculed my leek on St. David’s-day ; my skull was 
fractured by a butciicr’s cleaver on the like occasion ; I have been 
run through the body five times, and lost the tip of my left ear by 
a pistol bullet. In a rencontre of this kind, having left my anta- 
gonist for dead, I was wise cnougli to make my retreat into Franco ; 
and, a few days after my arrival at Baris, entered into cemversation 
witli some ollicers on the subject of polities ; a dispute arose, in 
which I lost my temper, and spoke so irrevercnlly of the (irand 
Mouarque^ that next morning I was sent to the Bastille, by virtue 
^of dt aichet. There I remained for some Inontlis, deprived 

* of all intercourse with rational creatures ; a circumstance for which 
I was not sorry, a.s I had the more time to i^rojoct schemes of revenge 
against the tyrant who confined me, and the wretch who had 
betrayed my private conversation ; but, tired at length with these 
fruitless suggestions, I was fain to unbend the severity of my 
thoughts by a correspondence with some industrious spiders who 
had hung my dungeon witlf tlieir ingenious labours. 

“T considered their work with such attention that T soon became 
an adejit in the mystery of weaving, and furnished myself witli as 
many useful observations and refieejionB on that art as will com- 
pose a very curious treatise, which* I intend to bequeath to the 
Royal Society, for the benefit of our*w’Oolleii manufacture ; and this 
with a view' to perpetuate iiiy own name, rather than befriend my 
country ; for, thank Heaven ! I am w'caned from aJJ attachments 
of that kind, and look upon myself as one very little obliged to any 
society whatsoever. Although 1 presided with absolute power over 
this long-legged community, and distributed rewards and punish- 
ments to each according to his deserts, 1 grerw impatient of my 
situation ; and my natural disposition ono day prevailing, like a 
tire which hhd long been smothered, I wreaked the fury of my 
indignation upi>n my innocent subjects, and in a twinkling destroyed 
the whole race. While I was employed in this general massacre, 
thcbturnkey, who brought me food, opened the door, and perceiving 
my transport, shrugged up his shoulders, and leaving my ullow- 
ange, went out pronouncing, Le jpauvrs diablel la Ute lui towhie. 
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My passion no sooner subsided than I resolved to profit by this 
opinion of the jailer, and from that day counterfeited lunacy with 
such success, that in loss than three months I was delivered from 
the Bastille, and sent to the galleys, in which they thought my 
bodily vigour might be ol service, although the faculties of my 
mind weye decayed. Before 1 was chained to the oar, I received 
throe hundred stripes by Avay of welcoUfc, tluit I might thereby bo 
rendered more tractable, noth with standing I used all the arguments 
in my i>owor to persuade them ‘I was only mad north north- 
west ; and, when the wind was southerly, know a hawk from a 
handsaw. ’ 

“In our second cruise we had the good fortune to bo overtaken 
by a tempest, during which the slaves were unbound, that they 
might contribute the more to the preservation of the galley, amf 
have a chance for their lives in case of shipwreck. We were no 
sooner at liberty than, making ourselves masters of the vessel, we 
robbed the ofheers, and ran her on shore among rocks on the 
coast of Portugal ; from whence I hastened to Lisbon, w'ith a view 
of obtaining my passage in some ship hound for England, whore, 
by this time, I hoped my affair was forgotten. 

“But, before this scheme could be accomplished, my evil genius 
led mo into company ; and, being intoxicated, I began to broach 
doctrines on the sulijoct of religion, at which some of the party 
were scandalized and incensed ; and I was next day dragged out of 
bed by the officcA of tlio Inquisition, and conveyed to a coll in the 
prison belonging to that tribunal. 

“ At my first examination, my resentment was strong enough to 
support mo under the torture, w'hich I endured without flinching ; 
but my resolution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, when 
1 understood, from a fellow-prisoner who groaned on the other 
side of the partition, that in a short time there would be an auto 
(hi fe; in consequence of which I sh6\ild, in all probability, be 
doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my heretical errors, 
and submit to such penance as the cliurch should think fit to 
prescribe. This miserable wretch was convicted of Judaism, which 
he had privately practised, by connivance, for many years, until 
he had amassed a fortune sufficient to attract the regard of the 
church. To this he fell a sacrifice, ami accordingly prepared him- 
self for the sjake ; while 1, not at all ambitious of the crown of 
martyrdom, resolved to temporize ; so that, when I was brought to 
the question the second time, 1 m.ade a Sfdcmn recantation. As 1 had 
no worldly fortune to obstruct my salvation, 1 was received into 
the bosom of the church, and, by way of penance, enjoined to walk 
barefoot to Romo, in the habit of a pilgrim. 

“During my peregrination through Spain, I was d5tainod as a 
spy, until I could procure credentials from the Jnquisition at 
Lisbon j and behaved with such resolution ajid reserve that, after 
being released, I was deemed a proper person to be employe<Lin 
qualit}'* of a secret intelligencer at a certain court. This office I 
undertook without hesitation ; and, being furnished with money 
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ahd bills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees with intention to rerenge 
myself upon the Spaniards for the seventies 1 had undergone 
dun^ my captivity 

“ Having, therefore, effectually disguii|ed myself by a change of 
dress, and a kige patch on one eye, 1 hired an equipage, and 
appeared at Bologna in nuality of an itinerant xdiysician ; in 
\ihich capacity I succeed^ tolerably well, till my servants de- 
camped in tho night with my baggigo, and left me m the condition 
of Adam In shoit, I have travelled over the gieatest part of 
Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, priest, soldier, gamester, and quack ; 
and felt the extremes of indigence md opulence, with the incle- 
mency of woathci m all its vicissitudes 1 have learned that the 
characters of nn,nkind aie everywhere the same, that common 
sense and honesty beai an mhnitely small proportion to folly eu)d 
vice , and that life is at best a paltry province 

After haMng sufieied innumenblo hardships, dangers, and 
disgraces, I returned to London, where I lived some years in a 
garret, and jneked up a subsistence, such as it was, by vending 
purges in the streets from the bick of a pied lioiso , in which 
situation I used to haiaiigue the mob in biokcn English, under 
pretence of being a High German doetoi 

“At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit an estate of three 
hundred pounds per innuni, though, in his lifetime, he^ would 
not have parted with a sixiienee to save iiiy souj and body from 
perdition 

“ I now appear in the woild, not as a member of any community, 
or what is called a social creature but merely as a sx>eotator, who 
entertains himself with tho giiniaccs of a jaek-pudding, and ban- 
quets his spleen in beholding Ins enemies at loggerheads That I 
may enjoy this disposition, abstracted from all interruption, danger, 
and participation, I feign ^m^self deaf , an expedient by which I 
not only a\ oid all disputes, and the ir consequences, but also become 
master of a thousand little stcrets, which aie every day whispered 
111 my presence, without any suspuion of their being ovoiheard. 
You saw how I li nidled th it shallow politician at my lady Plau- 
sible’s the other day The same method I piaetise upon thp cra:^ 
Tory, the bigot Whig, tho soui, supereihous pedant, the peUdant 
critic, the blustering coward, the fawning tool, tho pert pimp, sly 
sharper, and every othei species of knives and foo^s with wkica 
this langdon) abounds 

“In coiisccjuoneG of my rank aud chaiactoi I obtain fre^admuh 
Sion to the ladies, imong whom I have acquired the appellation of 
the Scandalous ChiomcTe As I am considered* while silent, in no 
other light than that of a footstool or elbow-chair, they divest their 
conversation of all restraint before me, and gi^tify my senpe of 
hearing with Grange things, which, if I could ptovau upon fnytslf 
to give the world that»sat&f action, would Compose a cumqs 
of kecret history, and exhibit a quit» different i4ea of 
from what is commonly entertamed ^ 

By this time, young gentleman, you may peiceive that 1 haVa 
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it in my power to be a valuable correapondent, and that it wiU bn 
your interest to deserve my confidence/’ 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desirous to know the 
Bentiments of our hero, wlijp embraced the proffered alliance in a 
transport of joy and surprise ; and the treaty vras no sooner con*' 
eluded, than Mr. Crabtree began to perform articles, by imparting to 
him a thousand delicious secrets, from tno possession of which he 
promised himself innumerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment By 
means of this associate, whom ho considered as the ring of Gyges, 
he foresaw tliat he should be enabled to penetrate, not only into 
the chambers, but even to the inmost thoughts of the female aex« 
In order to ward off suspicion, they agreed to revile each other in 
public, and meet at a certain private rendezvous, to communicate 
thoir mutual discoveries, and concert their future operations. 

But, soon after this agreement, our adventurer was summoned 
to the garrison by an express from his friend Hatchway, repre- 
senting that the commodore lay at the point of death ; and, in les$ 
than an hour after the receipt of tins melancholy piece of news, hn 
set out post for his uncle’s habitation, hiiving previouEdy taken 
leave of Crabtree, who promised to meet him in two months in 
London ; and settled a correspondence with Gauntlet, who proposed 
to remain at Bath during the rest ot the season. 


Ohap. LXXHL— Perejfrine arrlvps at the Oarneon, \\here he rerelvee the Uet Admonitluns 
of CetnmodoreTninnlun, 'who next davreslf^ns his Bicath, and is hurled occtirding tu lila 
own Directions -Some (rentUau n in the Gonntiy make a Iruillees Attempt to accummo- 
dote Matters betwixt Mr Gamaliel Pickle and his eldeet Son. 

About four o’clock in the morning our hero arrived at the gar- 
rison, where he found hia generous umje in extremity, supported 
in bed by Julia <m one sido and Lieutenant H«ltchway on the other, 
while Mr. Joltor administered spiritual consolation to his soul, and 
between wliiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who vith her maid sat 
by the fire, weeping with groat decorum ; the physician haying 
juBb taken his last fee and retired, after pronouncing the fatal 
prognostic, in which lie anxiously wished he might be mistaken. 

Tnongh the commodore’s speech was interrupted by a violent 
hiccough, he still retained the use of his senses, and when Peregrine 
approached, stretched out his hand with manifest signs of satisfac- 
tion. The young gentleman, whose heait overflowed with grati- 
tude and affection, could not behold such a spectacle unmoved. He 
to conceal his tenderness, which, in tlie wildness of his 
yeuth,, and in the pride of his disposition, he considered, as a dero- 
gation ftom hie manhood ; but, in spite of all his endeavours, the 
tears gushed from his eyes, while he kissed the old %naa*B lumdl 
and Iw was so utterly disconcerted by his grief, that When ha 
bhtongus^ denied its office; so that^ the 
fiiodOro, perceiving hia disorder, nuide a last effort of B(^ngth« 
and consoled him in these words Swab the spray Iroiu yo^^ 
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bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits. You must not let 
the toplifts of your heart give way, because you see me ready to 
go down at those years : many a better man has foundered before 
he has made half my way ; thof I trust, by the mercy of God, 
I shall be sure in port in a very few glasses, and fast moored in a 
most blessed riding; for my good friend Jolter hath overhauled 
the journal of my sins ; and, by tho observation he hath* taken of 
the state of my soul, 1 hope 1 shall happily conclude my voyage, 
and be bronglit up in tho latitude of heaven. Here has been 
a doctor that wanted to stow mo chock-full of i)hysic ; but when a 
man’s hour is come, what sigiiiiies his taking his departure with a 
’pothecary’s shop in his hold? Those fellows come alongside of 
dying men like the messengers of the Admiralty with sailing 
orders ; but I told hint as how I could slip my cal>lo without his 
direction or assi.stauce, and so he hauled off in dudgeon. This 
cursed hiccougli makes such a rippling in tho current of my 
speech, tliat mayhap you don’t understand wdiat I Now, 

while the sucker of my windpunip w'ill go, J would willingly 
mention a few things, wdiich I liojie yon wull set dowui in the log- 
book of your remembrance, wlien I’m stiff, d’ye sec. There’s your 
aunt sitting whimpering by the lire. I desire you will keep her 
tight, w\'irin, and easy in her old age : she’s an honest heart in her 
own way ; and thof slio goes a little crank and humnrsomo, by 
being often overstowod with Nantz and religion, slie lias boon a 
faithful shipmate to mo, and I dare say nevo^ turned in with 
another man since we first embarked in the same bottom. Jack 
Hatchway, you know the trim of her as well as e’er a man in 
England, and I believe she has .a kindness for you ; whereby, if 
you two will grapple in the way or matrimony, when I am gone, I 
do suppose that my godson, for love of me, will allow you to live 
in tho garrison all the days of j^our life.” 

Peregrine assured him*’ he would with pleasure comply with 
any reejuest lie should make in behalf ()f two persons whom he 
esteemed so much. The lieutenant, with a w^aggish sneer, which 
even the gravity of the situation could not prevent, thanked them 
both for their good will, telling tho commodore lie was obliged to 
him for his friendship in seeking to promote him to the command 
of a vessel which ho himself had wmni out in tho service ; that, not- 
withstanding, ho should be content to take charge of her, tliougli 
he could not helji being shy of coming after Hiich an able 
navigator. 

Trunnion, exhausted as he was, smiled at this sally, and, after 
some pause, resumed his admonitions in this, manner : — “1 need 
not talk of Pipes, because I know you’ll do for him, without my 
recommendation. The fellow has sailed with me in many a hard 
gale, and I’ll warrant him as stout a seaman as ever set face to the 
weather ; but I hope you’ll take care of the rest of my crow, and 
nqj; disrate them, after I am dead, in favour of new followers. As 
for that young woman, Ned Oauntlefl’s daughter, I’m informed as 
how she is an excellent wench, and has a respect for you ; whereby, 
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if you run her on board in an unlawful way, I leave my curse upon 
you, and trust you will never prosper in the voyage of life ; but I 
believe you arc more of an honest man than to behave so much like 
a pirate. I beg, of all love, you wool take care of your constitution, 
and beware of running fo\i of harlots, who are no better than so 
many mermaids, that sit upon rocks in the sea, and hang out a 
fair face <or the destruction of passengers ; thof 1 must say, for my 
own part, I never met with any of those sweet singers, and yet I 
have gone to sea for the space of thiity years. But, howsomever, 

steer your coiuse clear of all such brimstone b s ; shun going to 

law as you would shun tlio devil ; and look upon all attorneys as 
devouring sharks or ravenous fish of prey. As soon as the breath 
is out of my body, let minute guns bo fired till 1 am safe under 
ground. 1 would also be buried in the red jacket I had on when I 
boarded and took the Itenununy. Let my pistols, cutlass, and 
pocket-compass be laid in the coibn along with me. Let me be 
carried to tlui grave by my own men, rigged in the black cai)8 and 
white shirts which my Ijarge’s crew wore wont to wear ; and they 
must keep a good look out, that none of your pilfering rascallions 
may come and heave mo up again, for the lucre of Avbat they can 
get, until the carcass is belayed by a tombstone. As for the motto, 
or what you call it, 1 leave that to you and Mr. Joltci% who are 
scholars ; but I do desire that it may not be engraved In the (ireek 
or Latin lingos, and much less in the French, which 1 abominate, 
but in plain Eiigli-ih, that when the angel comes to pipe all hands 
at the great day, he may know that 1 am a British man, and speak 
to mo in my mother tongue. And now I have no more to say, but 
God in heaven liavo mercy upon iny soul, and send you all fair 
weather, wheresoever you are bound.” 

So saying, ho regarded every individual around him with a look 
of comx)lacency, and, closing his eye, composed himself to rest ; 
while the whole audience, Pipes himself •not excejited, were melted 
with sorrow ; and Mrs. Trunnion consented to quit the room, that 
she might not be exposed to the unspeakable anguish of seeing him 
expire. 

His last moments, however, were not so near as they imagined : 
ho began to dose, and enjoyed squall intervals of ease, till next day 
in the afternoon, during which remissions lie was heard to pour 
forth many pious ejaculations, expressing his hoi)e that, for all the 
heavy cargo ol^his siiis, ho should be able to surmount the piittock- 
slirouds of despair, and get aloft to the cross-trees of God’s good 
favour. At last his voice sank so low as not to be distinguished ; 
and having lain about an hour almost without any perceptible 
signs of life, he gave up tho ghost with a groan, whicli announced 
his decease. 

Julia was no sooner certified of this melancholy event, than she 
rish to her aunt’s chamber, weeping aloud ; and imme&iately a very 
decent concert was performed by the good widow and her attendants. 
Peregrine and Hatchway retired till the corpse should be laid 
out ; and Pipes, having surveyed the body with a face of rueful 

V 
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attention, “Well fare thy soul ! old Hawser Trunnion,” said he: 

* ‘ man and boy 1 have known thee these five-and-thirty years, and 
sure a truer heart never broke biscuit. Many a hard gale hast 
thou weathered ; but now thy spells are all over, and thy hull fairly 
laid up. A better commander I’d never desire to serve ; and who 
knows but 1 may help to set up thy standing-rigging in another 
world ? ” " 

All the servants in the house ivorc aftcctod with the loss of their 
old master, and the poor pcojdo in the neighbourhood assembled at 
the gate, and, by re] seated bowlings, expressed their sorrow for the 
deatli of their charitable benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt 
everything which love and gratitude could inspire on this occasion, 
was not so much overwhelmed with affliction as to bo incapable of 
ttiking the management of the family into his own hands. He 
gave directions about the funeral with great discretion, after 
having paid the compliments of condolence to his aunt, whom he 
consoled with the assurance of his inviolable esteem and affection. 
Ho ordered a suit of inoiiriiing to be made for every person in the 
garrison, and invited all the neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, 
not even excepting his father and brother (lam, who did not, how- 
ever, honour the ccreniony with their presence ; nor was his mother 
humane enough to visit her sister-in-law in her distress. 

In the method of interment, the commodore’s injunctions were 
obeyed to a tittle ; and at the same time our lioro made a donation 
of fifty pounds to the poor of the parish, as a benefaction which his 
uncle had forgotten to bequeath. Having performed these obse- 
quies with the most pious punctuality, he examined the will, to 
which there was no addition sbico it had been first executed, 
adjusted the jjayrnent of all the legacies, and, being sole executor, 
took an account of the estate to which he had succeeded, and 
which, after all deductions, amounted to thirty thousand pounds. 
The possession of such ,v Tortune, of which he was absolute master, 
did not at all contribute to the humiliation of his spirit, but 
inspired him with new ideas of grandeur and magnificence, and 
elevated his hope to the higlicsl pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic affairs being settled, he was visited by almost all 
the gentlemen of the country, whoicame to pay their compliments of 
congratulation on his accession to the estate ; and some of them" 
offered their good offlees tow^ards a reconciliation betwixt his 
father and him, induced by the general detestation which was 
entertained for his brother Gam, who was by this time looked upon 
by his neighbours as a prodigy of insolence and malice. Our 
young squire thanked them for their kind i)roposal, which he 
accepted ; and old Gamalitd, at their entreaties, seemed very well 
disposed to an accommodation : but, as he would not venture to 
declare hiinsclf before ho had consulted his wife, his favourable 
disposition was reiidored altogether ineffectual by the instigations 
of that implacable woman ; and our hero resigned all 
of being reunited to his father's house. His brother, as usual, took ' 
all opportunities of injuring his character by false aspersions and 
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abories misrcpresonted, ia order to prejudice his reputation : nor 
was his sister Julia sufFored to enjoy her good fortune in peace. 
Had he undergone such persecution from an alien to liis blood, the 
world would have heard of his revenge ; but, notwithstanding his 
indignation, he was too imich tinctured w'ith tho prejudices of con- 
sanguinity to lift his arm in judgment against the son of his own 
parents*; and this consideration abridged tlie term of his residence 
at tho garrison, wlicre ho Jiad proposed to stay for some months. 


Chai'. LXXTV —Tho vounR Gontleman, having fiettloU liis I>()nieatic AITalrs, arrives in 
Loudui), and auts up a Kipnpage — llo meets with Kmiliiv, iiu.l is I'ltroiluccd to her 

Uncle. 

His aunt, at tho earnest solicitations of .1 iilia and her husband, took 
up her quarters at tho house oi liiat atfectionato kinswoman, who 
made it her chief study to comfort and cherish the disconsolate 
widow ; and Joltor, in expectation »>f tho living, whicli was not yet 
vacant, remained in garrison, in quality of land-stow^ard upon 
our hero’s country estate. As for the lieutenant, our young gentle- 
man communed with him in a serious manner about the commo- 
dore’s propo.sal of taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife ; and Jack, being 
quite tired of tho solitary situation of a bachelor, which nothing 
but the company of his old commander could have enabled him to 
support so long* far from discovering aversion to the match, 
observed, with an arch smile, that it w'as not the lirst time ho had 
commanded a vessed in tlio absence of Captain Trunnion ; and 
therefore, if the widow was willing, ho would cheerfully stand by 
her helm, and, as he hoped the duty would not bo of long continu- 
ance, do his endeavour to steer her safe into port, wdicre the com- 
modore might come on board, and take charge of her again. 

In consctiuonce of this declaration, it was determined that Mr. 
Hatchway should make his addresses to Mrs. Trunnion, as soon as 
decency w'ould permit licr to receive tliorn ; and Mr. Clover and his 
wife promised to exert their iniluence in his behalf. Meanwhile, 
Jack w^iis desired to live at the castle as usual, and assured that it 
should be put wholly in liis possession, as soon as he should be able 
to accomplish this mai.rimonial scheme. 

When Peregrine had settled all these points to his own aatwfac- 
tiou, ho took? leave of all his friends, and, repairing to the great 
city, purchased a now cliarif)t and horses, put Pipes and another 
lacquey into rich liveries. Look elegant lodgings in Pall-mall, and 
made a most remarkable appoarancu among the people of fashion. 
It was owing to this equipage, and the gaiety of his personal 
deportment, that common fame, which is always a common liar, 
represented him as a young gentleman who had jus| succeeded to 
an estate of five thousand pounds per annum, by tlie death of an 
undo ; that ho was entitled to an equal fortune at the deceasQ^ of 
his wn father, exclusive <ff two considerable jointures, which 
would devolve upon him at tho demise of his mother and aunt. 
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This report, false and ridiculous as it was, he could not find in his 
heart to contradict : not but that he was sorry to find himself so 
niisrepresciited ; but his vanity would not allow him to take any 
step that might diminish his importance in the opinion of those 
who courted his accpiaintance; on the sDrppositioii that his circum- 
stances wore actually as altluent as they were said to be. Nay, so 
niucli was ho infatuated 'by tins weakness, that be resfolved to 
encourage the deception by living up to the report ; and accord- 
ingly engaged in the most expensive parties of pleasure ; believing, 
that, before hia present finances sliould bo exhausted, his fortune 
would be effectually made by the personal accomplishments he 
should have occasion to displ/iy to the htnu month,, in the course 
of Ilia extravagance. In a \\ old, vanity and pride were the ruling 
foibles of our adventurer, who imagined himself sulliciently quali- 
tied to retrieve his fortune in various shajies, long before he could 
have any idea of w’ant or difficulty. He thought he should have it 
ill his powder, at any time, to makejmze of a rich heirc.ss, or opulent 
widow ; his ambition had already aspired to the heart of a young, 
handsome duchess dow’ager, to whose iujuairitancc he had ft)iind 
means to be introduced, or, should matninony chance to be 
unsuitable to bis inclinations, he never doubted that, by the 
interest ho might accpiire among the nobility, he should be favoured 
with some luerativc post, that would amjily recoinjiensc him for 
the liberality of his disposition. There aie many young men who 
entertain the same exiiectations, with half tlie rciison he had to bo 
so presumptuous. 

In the midst of those chimerical calculatiiuis, his passion for 
Emilia did not subside ; hut, on the contrary, began to rage to 
such an iiiflann nation of desire, that her idea interfered with every 
other rellection, and ab.soliilely disabled him from \)r()secuting the 
other lofty schemes which his imagination had projected. Ho 
therefore laid down the iiotiest resolution of visiting her in all the 
splendour of his situ.itioii; in order to practise ujion her virtue 
with all his art and address, to the utmost extent of his influence 
and fortune. Nay, so effectually had his guilty passion absorbed 
Ills principles of honour, conscience, humanity, and regard for the 
commodore’s last words, t-liat he w;iu base enough to rej»)ico at the 
absence of his friend Godfrey, wdio, being then wdth Jiis regiment 
in Ireland, could not dive into his purpose, or take measures for 
frustrating his vicious design. 

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he determined to set out 
for Sussex in his chariot and six, attended by his valct-de-chambre 
and two foritnien ; and, as he was now sensible that in his last 
essay he liad nii.staken his cue, he doterniincd to change hia battery, 
and sap the*^ fortress by the most submissive, soft, and insinuating 
behaviour. ^ 

On the evening th;it preceded this proposed expedition, he went 
into one of the boxes at the playhouse, as usual, to show himself 
to the ladies ; and, in reconnoitring‘''tho company through a glass 
(for no other reason but because it was fashionable to bo purblind), 
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perceived his mistress, very plainly dressed, in one of the seats 
above the stage, talking to another young woman of a very homely 
appearance. Tlioiigli liis heart beat the alarm with the utmost 
impatience at sight of his Emilia, he was for some minutes deterred 
from obeying tlie impulse of his love, by the presence of some 
ladies fasliion, who, Jio feared, would think the worse of him, 
should they soo him make his compliment in public to a person of 
her figure. Nor would tlie violence of his inclination have so far 
prevailed over liis jiride as to lead him thither, had not lio recol- 
lected, that his quality-friends would look upon her as some liand- 
sonie abigail, with whom he had an alfair of gallantry, and of 
con.sequcnco give him credit for tlio intrigue. 

Encouraged by thi-s suggestion, he complied with the dictates of 
love, and llcw to the ])laco where his charmer sat, liis air and 
dress were so reinarkable, that it ivas dinost impossible ho should 
have escaped eyes of a curious observer, especially as he had 
chosen a time for coming in, ivlioii his entrance could not fail to 
attract the notice of the spectators ; 1 mean, when the whole house 
■was huslicd in attention to the performance on the stage. Emilia, 
therefore, jierceived him at his liist approach ■ she found herself 
discovered by tlie direction of his glass : and, guessing his inten- 
tion by his abrupt I’otreab from the box, summoned all her forti- 
tude to her aid, and jirejiarod for hi.s reception, lie julvanced to 
lier with an air of eagerness and joy, tempered with inoilesty and 
respect, and expressed hi.s satisfaction at seeing lier with a seeming 
reverence of regard. Though she was extremely well pleased at 
this unexpected behaviour, she suppros.sed the emotions of her 
heart, and answered his compliments with allccted ease and un- 
concern, such as might denote the good humour of a person who 
meets by accident with an indillerenL ac([uaintaiice. After having 
cortilied himself of her own good health, he very kindly inquired 
aliout her mother and Miss So])hy, gave her to understand that he 
had lately been favoured with a letter from (Jodfrey, and that ho 
had actually intended to set out next morning on a visit to Mrs. 
Gauntlet, which (now that he w^as so liajipy as to meet with her) 
ho would postpone, until ho should have the pleasurtf of attending 
her to the country. After havftig thanked him for his polite inten- 
tion, she told him that her mother was expected in town in a few 
days, and th.'it she herself had come to London some weeks ago, to 
give her attendance upon her aunt, who had been dangerously ill, 
but was now pretty well rocovcivd. 

Although the conversation of course turiiod upon general topics, 
during tlie entertainment ho took all opportunities of being parti- 
cular with his eyes, through which he conveyed a thousand tender 
protestations. She saw, and inwardly rejoiced at the humility of 
his looks ; but, far from rewarding it with one appsoving glance, 
she industriously avoided this ocular intercourse, and rather 
coquetted with a young gontlgman that ogled her from the opposite 
box. Peregrine’s pcnctraiioii easily detected her sentiments, and 
he was nettled at her dissimulation, which served to confirm hiu^ 
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in his univarrantable designs upon her person. He persisted in 
his assiduities with indefatigable perseverance ; when the play was 
concluded, handed her and her companion into a hackney-coach ; 
and with difficulty was permitted to CRC(^rt them to the house of 
Emilia’s uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by the young lady, 
as an intimate friend of her Jbrothcr Godfrey. t 

The old gontlcmaTi, who was no stranger to the nature of Pere- 
grine’s connection with his sister’s family, prevailed upon him to 
stay supper, and seemed particularly well pleased with his conver- 
s.'ition and deportment, which, bj^ help of his natural sagacity, ho 
wonderfully adapted to the humour of his entertainer. After sup- 
per, when the ladies were withdrawn, and the citi/.en called for his 
pipe, our sly adventurer followed his example. Though he abhorred 
the plant, ho smoked with jin air of iiihuito satisfaction, and 
expatiated ujiou the virtues of tobacco, as if be had been deeply 
concerned in tlie Virguiia trade, In the progress of their discourse, 
ho consulted the merchant’s disposition ; and, the national debt 
coining upon the carpel, held forlli ui)on tlio funds like a professed 
broker. When the aldevmaii complained of tlie restrictions and 
discouragement of tivule, his guest inveighed against exln)rbitant 
duties, with llio nature of which he seemed as well acpiainted as 
any commissioner of tlie customs ; so that the uncle was astonished 
at the extent of his knowledge, and exjircsscd his surprise, that a 
gay young gentloin«in like him should have ibuml either leisure 
or inclination to consider subjects so foreign to the fashionable 
amusements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to toll him that he was 
descended from a race of morcdiauts ; and tliat, early in life, ho 
had made it liis l)usiiioss to instruct liimself in the diJIcront 
branches of trade, which he not only studied .as his family profes- 
sion, but also as the sourcc^of all our national riches and pt»wer. 
Ho then launched out in praise of commerce, and the i>romotor3 
thereof ; and, by way of contra.Kt, employed all his ridicule in 
drawing such ludicrous pictures of the jiianncrs and education of 
what is called high life, that the trader’s sides were shaken by 
laughter, even to the d.anger of his life ; and he looked upon our 
adventurer as a miracle of .sobriety ^ud good sense. Having thus 
ingratiated himself with the uncle, Peregrine took his leave, and 
next day in the forenoon visited tlie niece in his chaviot, after she 
had been admonished by her kinsman to liihave with circumspec- 
tion, and cautioned against neglecting or discouraging the addresses 
of such a valuable admirer. 


Chap. LXXV.~lle prosecutes bis design upon Emilia with great Art and Perseverance. 

Our adventurer, having by his hypocrisy obtained free access to 
Ilia ’mistress, began .the siege, by prof easing the most sincere contri- 
tion for his former levity, and imploring her forgiveness with such 
^ earnest application, that, guaisded as she was against bis flattering 
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arts, Bho began to believe his protestations, which wore even 
accompanied with tears ; and abated a good deal of that severity 
and distance she had proposed to maintain during this interview. 
She would not, however, favour him with the least acknowledg- 
ment of a mutual passion, because, in the midst of his vows of 
eternal jonstaiicy and truth, he did not mention one syllable of 
wedlock, though he was now entirely iiTastor of his ow'n conduct; 
and this consuiorafcion created a doubt, which fortified her against 
all his attacks ; yet, what her discretion w<>uld have concoiiled, 
was discovered by her, eyes, wdneh, in spite of all her endeavours, 
breathed forth complacency and love ; for her inclination was 
flattered by her own self-sufficiency, which imputed her admirer’s 
silence, in that particular, to the hurry and perturbation of his 
spirits, and persuaded her that he could not possibly. regard her with 
any otlier than honourable intentions. 

The insidious Inver exulted in the tenderness of her looks, from 
which ho prosag(Ml a complete victor}' ; but, that ho might not 
overshoot himself by his own precipitation, he would not run the 
risk of declaring himself, until her heart should he so far entangled 
within his snares, as that neither the suggestions of honour, pru- 
dence, or pride should ho able to disengoge it. Armed with this 
resolution, he restrained the impatience of his temper within the 
limits of the most delicate deportment. After having solicited and 
obtained pennission to attend her to the next opera, he took her by 
the hand, and, pi'cssiiig it to his lips in the most respectful manner, 
went away, leaving her in a most whimsical state of suspense, 
chequered with an interesting vicissitude of hope and fear. 

On the appointed <lay, ho appeared again about five oclock in the 
afternoon, and found her native charms so much improved by the 
advantage of dross, that he was transjH>rted with admiration and 
delight ; and while he conducted her to the Haymarket, could scarce 
bridle the impetuosity of his passioh, so ?ts to observe the forbearing 
maxims ho had adopted. 'When she entered the jiit, ho had abund- 
ance of food for the gratification of his vanity ; for, in a mpment, 
she eclipsed all the female part of the audience, each individual 
allowing in her own heart that the stranger was by far the hand- 
somest woman there present, e^Tcept herself. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumph ; he was 
vain of this opportunity to enhance his reputation for gallantry 
among the ladies of fashion wrho knew him, and proud of an 
occasion to display his quality-acquaint.'ince to Emilia, that she 
might entertain the greater idea of the conquest she had made, 
and pay the more deference to his importance in the sequel of his 
addresses. That he might profit as much as possible by this 
situation, ho went up and accosted every person in the pit with 
yhoin ho ever had the least communication, whispered and laughed 
Witih an afibeted air of familiarity, and even bowed at a distance to 
some of tho nobility, on the slender foundation of having stood nc/ar 
them at court, or presented them with a pinch of rappee at White’s 
chocolate-house. 
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This ridiculous ostentation, though now practised with a view of 
promoting his design, was a weakness that, in some degree, infected 
the whole of his behaviour ; for nothing gave him so much joy in 
conversation avS an opportunity of giving the company to under- 
Bbind how well he was with persons oY distinguished rank and 
character : ho would often, for examjde, obsei’ve, as it w<jro ocoa- 

sioiirilly, that the duke of 0 was one of the best-natured men 

in the world, and ilhistrato this assertion by some instance of his 
allabihly, in which ho himself w'as concerned ; tlien, by an abrupt 

transition, he would repeat some repartee of Lady T , and 

mention a certain hoii lunf. of the earl of 0 , wdiich was uttered 

in his hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make free with the 
names, though they have never had access to the persons, of the 
nobility ; but this was not tlie case \vilh Peregrine, who, in consi- 
deration of his appearance and sii])posed fortune, together with the 
advantage of his introduction, was by this time freely admitted to 
the tables of the groat. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though he still main- 
tained the most scru])ulous decorum in his beheviour, he jilied her 
with tlie most passionate expressions of love, squeezed her hand 
with great fervency, protest od that his whole soul was engrossed 
by her idea, and that ho could not (jxist iudei)endciib of her favour. 
Pleased as she was with his warm and iiathetic addresses, together 
with the respectful manner of his making hue, she yet had prudence 
and resolution sufHcient to contain her tenderness, which was ready 
to I'Uii over, being fort i lied against his arts by retlcctiug that, if his 
aim was honouralile, it W’as now Ins business to declare it. On this 
consideration, she refused to make any serious reply to his earnest 
ex[)Ostulations, but alTocted to receive them as the undetermined 
elfusions of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety -inti good humour, though it baffled liis 
hope of extorting from her an acknowdedgmenb of which he might 
have taken an imniediate advantage, nevertheless encouraged him 
'to observe, as the chariot passed along the Strand, that the night 
was far advanced ; that supper would certainly be over before they 
could read) lie.r ancle’s house ; and to propose that he sliould w'ait 
upon her to some iilaco where they might be accommodated with a 
slight refreshment. kSIio was offouded at tlio free(h)i^ of this pro- 
posal, which, however, she treated as a joke, thanking him for his 
courteous offer, and assuring him, that when she should be dis- 
posed for tavern treat, ho alone should have the honour of 
bestowing it. 

Her kinsman being engaged with company abroad, .and her aunt 
retireil to rest, he had the good fortune to enjoy a tete-a tote with 
her during a whole hour, w'hidi he employed with such consummate 
skill, that lier caution ^vas almost overcome. He not only assailed 
hertwith the artillery of sighs, vows, prayers, and tears, but even 
pawuied his honour in behalf of his love. He swore, with many 
imprecations, that although her heart were surrendered to him at 
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discretion, there Wcas a principle within him which would never allow 
him to injure such iuuoconcc and beauty ; and the transports of his 
passion had, upon this occasion, so far overshot his purpose, that, if 
she had domaiided an exjdanation, while he was thus agitated, he 
would have engaged himMf to her wish by such ties as he could 
not possibly break, with any regard to his reputation ; but from 
such expostulation slio was deterred, partly by pride, and partly by 
the dread of finding herself mistaken in siicli an interesting con- 
jecture. She therefore enjoyed the present flattering appearance of 
her fate ; was prevailed iip«)n to accept the jewels, wdiich he pur- 
chased with part of his winniT)g at Bath ; and, witli the most 
enchanting condescension, submitted to a warm embrace when he 
took his leave, after having obbiincd permissoii to visit her as often 
as his inclination and convenience would permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, ho was buoyed up with his 
success to an exliavagance of hope, already congratulaLed himself 
u[)on his triumpli over Emilia’s virtue, and began to project future 
coiKjue^sts among tlie most dignified characters of female sex. 
But his atteiiUoii w'as not at all dissipated by these vain reflections : 
he r(‘Solved to concentrate the wlmle exerlion of his soul upon the 
execution of his present plan, desisted, in the mean time, from all 
other schemes of ])leasure, ini.erest, and ambition, and took lodgings 
in the city for the more commodious accomplishment of his pur- 
pose. AV^liilo our lover’s imagination w^as thus agreeably regaled, 
his mistress did hot enjoy her oxiicctations w'ithout tlio intervention 
of doubts and anxiety Ills silence touching the final aim of his 
addresses was a mystery en wdiich she was afraid of cxoj'oising her 
sagacity ; and her uncle tormented her with iii<purio8 into the cir- 
cumstances of Poregriiio'a professions and deportment. Bather tliau 
give this rtdation the least cause of sus])icion, wliicli must liave cut 
ott’ all intercourse betwixt her ami her admirer, she said everything 
which she thought W'ould satisfy his care*and concern for her w^olfare ; 
and, in coiiscijueiice of suoli representation, she enjoyed, without 
reserve, tlie company of our adventurer, v/lio jirosecuted his plan 
with surprising eagerness and perseverance. 


Chap. LXXVT — Tie prevails upon Emilia to acrompniiy lilm to a Masquerade, makes a 
treacherous Attempt upon her Affection, and meets with a deserved Repulse. 

ScAK( 7 E a night ehiiised in wliich he did not conduct her to some 
public entertertainnieiit.. Wlieii, by the dint of his insidious carriage, 
ho thouglit himself in full possession of her confidence and affection, 
he lay in wait for an opportunity ; and, liearing her observe in con- 
versation that she had never been at a masquerade begged leave 
to attend her to the next ball ; at the san^o time extending his 
invitation to the young lady in whoso company he had found ho*' at 
the play, she being present wten this subject of discourse was intro- 
duced. He had flattered himself tljat this gentlewoman would 
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decline the proposal, as she was a person seemingly of a demure 
disposition, who had been bom and bred in the city, where such 
diversions are looked upon as scones of lewdness and debauchery. 
For once, however, he reckoned without Ins host ; curiosity is as 
prevalent in the city as at the court end **01 the town. Emilia no 
sooner signified her assent to his proposal, than her friend, ;^vith an 
air of satisfaction, agreed t (5 make* one of the partie ; and he was 
obliged to thank her for that complaisance which laid him under 
infinite mortiticatioii. lie set his genius at work to invent some 
scheme for jireventing her unseasonable intrusion. Had an oppor- 
tunity offered, ho would have acted as her pliysiciari, and admi- 
nistered a medicine tliat would have laid her under the necessity 
of staying at home ; but his ac(iu:iiiitance with her being too slight 
to furnish him with the moans of executing this expedient, lie 
devised anotlier, which was practised with all imaginable success. 
TTiiderstanding that her grandmother had left her a sum of money 
independent of her parents, ho couvo3^ed a letter to her mother 
intimating that her daughter, jirolonco of going to the mas- 
querade, intimdcd to bestow herself in marriage to a certain persem, 
and that in a few days she would be informed of the circumstances 
of the whole intrigue, provided she would keep tliia information 
secret, and contrive some excuse for detaining the young lady at 
homo, without giving her cause to believe she was apprised of her 
intention. 7 his billot, subscribod “ Y<»ur well-wisJicr and unknown 
humble serviint, ” liad the desired elfect u])C)ii the careful matron, 
who, on the ball-day, feigned herself so extremely ill, that miss 
could not, with any decency, quit her mamma’s apartment ; and 
therefore sent her apology to Emilia in the afternoon, immediately 
after the arrival of Peregrine, who pretended to be very much 
afflicted with the disappointnieut, while his iieart throbbed with a 
transport of joy. 

About ten o’clock the lovdrs set out for the Haymarket, ho being 
dressed in tlie habit of Pantaloon, aud she in that of Columbine ; 
and they had scarce entorod the house, when the imisic struck up, 
the curtain was withdiawn, and the whole scene displayed at once 
to the admirntion of Emilia, whosso expectation was intinitcly sur- 
passed by this exliibition. Our glillant, having conducted her 
through .ill the ditfereiit apartments, and described the economy of 
the fdace, led her into the circle, and in their turn, they danced 
several minuets : then, going to the sideboard, he jirevailed upon 
her to eat some sweetmeats and drink a glass of Champagne. 
After a second review of the companj^ they engaged in country- 
dances, at which exercise they continued, until our adventurer 
concluded that his jiartner’s blood was sufficiently warmed for tbo 
prosecution 0I: his design. On this supposition, which w^as built 
upon her declapng that she was thirsty aud fatigued, he persuaded 
her to take a littlo refreshment and repose ; and, for that purpose, 
handed her down stairs into the eating-room, where, having seated 
her on tlie floor, he presented her with a glass of wine and ‘water 
and, as she complained ef beipg faint, enriched the draught, with 
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some drops of a certain elixir, which ho recommended as a most 
excellent restorative, though it was nf) oilier than a stimulating 
tincture, which ho had treacherously provided for the occasion. 
Having swallowed this potion, by which her spirits were mani- 
festly exhilarated, she ato a slice of ham, with the wing of a cf)ld 
pullet, and concluded the meal with a^glass of Burgundy, which 
she drank at the earnest entreaty of her admirer! Those extra- 
ordinary cordials co-operating with the ferment of her blood, 
which was heated by violent motion, could nob fail to aflbcb the 
constitution of a dolieato young creature, who was naturally 
B[irightly and volatile. Her eyes began to sparkle with uiuisual 
tire and vivacity, a thousand brilliant sallies of wit escaped her, 
and every mask that accosted her underwent some smarting 
repartee. 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the of his administration, proposed 

that they should r(!siime their places at the country-dances, with a 
view to promote and assist the efticary of his elixu* ; and when ]n» 
thought her disposition wa.s properly adapted for the tlieine, began 
to ply her with all the elocution of love. In order to elevate iiis 
own spirits t(» that pitch of resolution which his schoine required, 
he drank two wliole bottles of Burgundy, which intiamod liis 
passion to such a degr(‘ 0 , that h(5 found himself capable of under- 
taking and perpetrating any schoine for the gratiheation of his 
desire. 

Emilia, warmed by so many concurring incentives in favour of 
the man she loved, abated considerably of her wonted reserve, 
listened to liia protestations with undissembled pleasure, and, in 
the confidence of her satisfaction, even owned him absolute master 
of her affections. Ravished with this confession, lie now deemed 
himself on the brink of re.aping tlie delicious fruits of his art and 
assiduity ; and the morning being already pretty far advanced, 
assented with raiiture to tliu first propojflil she made of retiring to 
her lodgings, fi'he blinds of tlio chariut being pulled up, he took 
advantage of the favourable situation of her thoughts ; and, on 
pretence of being whimsical, in con.seqiienco of the wino ho had 
swallowed, clasped lier in his arms, and imjirintod a thousand kisses 
on her pouting lips ; a freedom Vhich she pardoned as the privilege 
of intoxication. While he thus indulged himself with impunity, tlie 
carriage haltecl, and I'ipes opening the door, his master handed her 
into the passage, beforii she perceived that it was not her uncle’s 
house at whicli they had alighted. 

Alarmed at tliis discovery, she, with some confusion, desired to 
know his reason for conducting lier to a strange place at tJiese hours ; 
but ho made no reply, until ho liad led lier into an apartment, 
when ho gave her to understand, that as her uncle’s lamily must 
bo disturbed by her going thither so late in the irght, and the 
streets near Tornple-bar were infested by a jnultitudo of robbers 
and cut-throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at this hoii^o, 
wh‘i<ih was kept by a relation of his, a mighty good sort of a gentle- 
woman ^ who would bo* proud of m opportunity to aocornmwato 
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person for wh<)ni he was known to entertain such tenderness and 
esteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be imposed upon by this 

J dausible pretext ; in spite of her partiality for Peregrine, which 
lad never been intiained to such a pit6h of complacency before, 
she compieliended his whole plan in a twinkling. Though her 
blood boiled with indignati6n, she thanked him with an affected air 
of serenity for his kind concern, and expressed her obligation to his 
cousin ; but, at the same time, insisted upon going home, lest her 
absence should terrify her uncle and aunt, who she knew w'ould not 
retire to rest till her return. 

He urged her, wdth a thousand remonstrances, to consult her 
own case and safety, promising to send Pipes into the city for t-lie 
satisfaction of her relations ; but, finding her obstinately deaf to 
his entreaties, he assured her that lie would in a few minutes 
cr»mj)ly with her rocjiiest ; and, in tlie moan time, hogged she would 
fortify Iierself against tlu' cold with a cordial, which he poured 
nut in her presence, and wdiich, n<)\v that luT suspicion was 
ar(Hi.sed, sh(‘ refused to taste, notw ithstanding all Jiis importunities. 
[To then fell iqmn liis knees tiefore lier, and, the tears gushing from 
his eyes, swnrci lliat his ]>assion was wound up to such a pitch c;f 
impatience, that he could no longer live upon the iinsubstfintial 
food ()f expectation ; and that, if she would not voiudisafo to 
crown his liappiuoss, he would forthwith sacriljce himself to her 
disdain. 8iich im abrupt address, accompanied witli all the 
symptoms of frantic agitation, could not fail to jierplox and 
alfriglit the goiitlo Emilia, who, after some recolleetion, replied, 
with a resolute tone, that slie C('tild not see what reason he had 
to complain of her vc‘servo, which she w'as not at liberty to lay 
entirely aside until be should have avowed his intentions in form, 
and ol»taincd the s met ion <jf tln^se whom it was her <liity to obey. 
“Divine creature ! ” ci'ied !ie, seizing her hand, and pressing it to 
his lips, “it IS from yow aioiu' I hope for that condescension, which 
would overwhelm me with traiisjiorts of celestial bliss. The senti- 
ments of parents are sordid, silly, and con fined ; seek not then to 
subject my passion to such low restrictions as Avero calculated for 
the purposes of common life. ]My*loAm is too delicate and refined 
to w’car chose vulgar fetters, which serve only to destroy the merit 
of voluntary aflectlon, and to ujibraid a man incessantly with the 
articles of compulsion under Avhicli he lies. My dear angel ! spare 
mo the mortilication of being compelled t») love you, and reign 
sole empress of my heart and fortune. 1 will not alTront you so 
much as to talk of settlements ; my all is at your disposal. In this 
pocket-book arc notes to the amount of two tliousand pounds ; do 
me the pleasure to accept of them : to-morrow I will lay ten thou- 
sand more in ,vour Lap. In a word, you shall be mistress of my 
whole estate, and I shrill think myself happy in living dependent on 
your bounty.” ^ 

Heavens ! what were the emotions *bf the virtuous, the sensible, 
the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, when she hoard this insolent 
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declaration from the mouth of a man whom sho had honoured with 
her affection and esteem ! It w'aa not simply horror, grief, or indig- 
nation that she felt, in consequence of this unworthy treatment, 
but the united pangs of all together, which produced a sort of 
hysteric laugh, while sho "told him she could not help admiring his 
generosity. 

Deceived by this convulsion, and th«5 ironical compliment that 
attended it, the lover tlif)Ught lie had alreaHy made groat progress in 
his operations, and that it was now his business to storm the fort by 
a vigorous assault, that ho mighl spare her the confusion of yielding 
without resistance. Possessed by this vain suggestion, he started 
up, and, folding her in his arms, began to obey the furious 
dictate of his unruly and ungenerous desii’e. With an air of 
cool determination, she demanded a parley ; and when, upon her 
repeated rccpiost, lie granted it, addn'^scul herself to, him in these 
words, while her eyes gleaiee«t with all the dignity of the most 
awlul resentment : -- 

“Sir, 1 scorn to iqibraid you with a repetition of your former 
vows and protestations, nor will I recapitulate the liLlle arts ym 
have practi.'jed to ensnare my h(‘art ; because, though, hy dint of 
the most peilidious dissimulation, you have found means to de- 
ceive my opinion, your utmost efforts have never been able to lull 
the vigilance of my conduct, or to engage my alfeetioii beyond 
the power of discarding you without a tear, whenever my honour 
should demand Siuch a sacrilice. Sir, you are unworthy of my 
concern or regret, and the sigh that now struggles from my breast 
is the result of sorrow for my own want of (lisconiment. As for 
your present attempt upon my chastity, I despise your powxr, as 
I detest your intent iuii. Though, under the mask of the most 
delicate respect, you have decoyed mo from the iinmediale protec- 
tion of my friends, and contrived other iin[)ioiin stratagems to 
ruin my peace and reputation, T eoniide too much in iiiy own 
innocence, and the authority of the law, t(> admit one thought 
of fear, much less to sink under the horror of this shocking 
situation, into which 1 have been seduced. Sir, your behaviour 
on this occasion is, in all respects, hnv and contemptible ; for, 
ruffian as you arc, you durst n^t harbour one thought of executing 
your execrable scheme while you knew my brother w^aa near 
enough to jirotcct or revenge the insult ; so that you must not 
only be a troat;lierou8 villain, but also a most desfiicable coward.” 

Having exprcs.sed herself in this manner, w'ith a most majestic 
severity of aspect, she opened the door, and, walking down stairs 
with surprising resolution, committed herself to tho caro of a 
watchman, who accommodatofl her with a hackney-chair, in 
which sho was safely conveyed to her uncle's house. 

Meanwlijlc, tho lover was so confounded and overawed by these 
cutting reproaches and her animated behaviour, thail all his reso- 
lution forsook him, and he found himsolf fiot only incapable^ of 
obstructing her retreat, but*even of uttering one syllable to de- 
precate her wrath, or extenuate the guilt of his own conduct* 
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The nature of his disappointment, and the keen remorse that 
seized him, when he reflected upon the dishonourable footing on 
which his character stood with Emilia, raised such perturbation 
in his mind, that his silonco was succeeded by a violent fit of 
distraction, during which he raved like a bedlamite, and acted 
a thousand extravagances, which convinced tho people of the 
Iiouse (a curtain bagnio), frliat he had actually lost his W’itt. Pipes, 
with groat concern, adopted tho same opinion ; and, being assisted 
by the waiters, hindered him by main force from running out, 
and pursuing the fair fugitive, wdiom, in his delirium, he alter- 
nately cursed and commended, with horrid imprecations and 
lavish applause. His faitliful valet, having waited two whole 
hours, in hope of seeing this gust of passion overblown, and per- 
ceiving that the' ])jiroxysm seemed rather to increase, very pru- 
dently sent fur a physician of his master’s acquaintance, who, 
having considered tho circumstances and symptoms of the disorder, 
directed that he sliould be jflentifully blooded, without loss of 
time, and jirescribed a draught to compose the tumult of his 
spirits. These orders being jmnctiially performed, he grew more 
calm and tractable, recovered lii.s reflection so far as to be ashamed 
of the ecstasy he had undergone, and suflerod himself (piietly to 
bo undressed and put to bed, where tho fatigue occasioned by his 
exorcise at tho ma.s([Uorade c(»-operated with tho present dissipa- 
tion of his spirits to lull linn into a profound sleep, whicli greatly 
t-eiidcd to the preservation of his iiitellocts ; not that he found 
himself in a state of perfect tranquillity when he was waked about 
noon. The remcmbraiico of what had jiassed overwhelmed him 
with iiiort-ification ; Emilia’s invectives still sounded in his ears ; 
and wliilo he deeply resented her disdain, he could not help 
admiring licr spirit, and his heart did homage to her charms. 


CiiAi’. LXXVIT.— rio pndoavours to Uocorinile himself to bis Mistrcpfl, and Kxpostulalps 
with the Uncle, who lurbMs him the House. 

In this state of division, ho went, home to his own lodgings in a 
chair ; and, wliile he deliberated with himself whether he should 
relinquish the ])U7’suit, and endeavour to banish her idea fr<im 
his breast, or go immediately and humble him^lf before his 
exasperated mistress, and oM'er Jiis hand as an atonement for his 
crime, his servant put in liis hand a jiacket, wdiich luid been 
delivered by a ticket-porter at the door. Ho no sooner perceived 
tluit the superscription was in Emilia’s hand-writing, than he 
guessed the nature of tho conlents; and, opening the seal with 
disordered eagerness, found tJie jewels he had given to her, en- 
closed in a bfllet couched in these words : — 

I may have no cause to reproach myself with having retained the least memorial 
of a wrttch whom 1 equally despise and abhor, Ptake this opportunity of restoring these 
Ineffectual Instrument:! of his Infamous design upon the honour of ** Emilia.'* 
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His chagrin was so much galled and inflamed at the bitterness of 
this contemptuous message, that he gnawed his fingers till the 
blood ran over his nails, and even wept with vexation. Sometimes 
he vowed revenge against her haughty virtue, and reviled himself 
for his precipitate declamtion, before his scheme was brought to 
maturity ; then he would consider her behaviour with reverence 
and roi^ard, and bow before the iiTOMintiblo power of her attrac- 
tions. In short, his breast was torn by conflicting passions; love, 
shame, and remorse contended with vanity, anibition, and re- 
venge ; and the su]»cri<)i’ity was still doubtful, when headstrong 
desire interposed, and decided in favour of an attempt towanls a 
reconciliation wirh the oliended fair. 

Impcdled by this motive, lie set out in the afternoon for the 
house of her uncle, not without hopes of that tepder enjoyment 
which never fails to attend an accommodation betwixt, two lovers 
of taste and sensibility. Though the consciousness of his tres- 
pass encumbered him with an air of awkward confusion, ho was 
too confident of his own (jualitications and address, to despair 
of forgiveness ; and by tlio time he arrived at the citizen’s gate, ho 
had coniKxl a very artful and pathetic harangue, which he proposed 
to utter in his own behalf, laying the blame of his conduct 
on the impetuosity of his passion, incensed by the Burgundy 
wliich ho had too liberally drunk ; but lie did not meet with an 
opiiortuiiity to avail himself of this piejiaration. Emilia, sus- 
pecting that ho would take some stop of this kind to rebriovo her 
favour, had grmo abroad on preteiico of visiting, after having 
signitied to her kinsman her resolution to avoid the company of 
Peregrine, on account of some ambiguities winch, she said, were 
last night remarkable in his demeanour at tlio masc]uerade. She 
chose to insinuate her suspicions in these hints, rather than give 
an explicit detail of the young man's disliononrablo contrivance, 
whicli might have kindled the reseii1»ieiit of Uic family to some 
daiigei-oiLs pitcJi of animosity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, flnding himself battled in his expectation of 
seeing her, inquired for the ohl gentleman, with whom he thought 
he had influence cnougli to make his apology got^l, in case he 
should hnd him prepossessed by the young lady’s information. 
But hero, too, he was disa[)pointcd ; the nude had gone to dine in 
the country, and his wife was indisposed ; si> that he had no 
pretoxi for Staying in the house till the return of liis charmer. 
Being, however, fruitful of expedients, he dismissed his chariot, 
and took possession of a room in a tavern, the windows of which 
fronted the merchant’s gate ; and there he proposed to watch 
until he should see her approach. This scheme lie put in practice 
with indefatigable patience, though it was not attended with the 
expected success. 

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant and Commendable, 
foreseeing that she might be exposed to the* fertility of his invjen- 
tion, came home by a privjfte passage*, and entered by a posteini 
which was altogether unknown to her admirer; and her uncle 
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did not arrive until it was so late, that he could not, with any 
decency demand a conference. 

Next morning ho did nr)t fail to present himself at the door, 
and his mistress being denied, by her own express direction, 
insisted upon seeing tlic master of llu^ house, who received him 
with such coldness of civility, as ])hiinly gave him to understand 
that ho was acquainted with the dis})loasure of liis iii^^ce. Ho 
therefore, willi an air of candour, told the citizen, he could easily 
perceive, by his behaviour, that he was the confidant of Miss 
Emily, of whom lie was come to ask jiardou for the ollbnce he liad 
given ; and did not doubt, if he could be admitted to her presence, 
that he sliould be able to convince her that ho had not erred inten- 
tionally, or at least propose such roi)aiation as would eiFcctually 
atone for liis fault. 

To tliis remonstrance the merchant, without any ceremony or 
circimdocutioii, answered, that though he was ignorant of the 
nature of his ottence, ho was very certain tliat it must have been 
sometliing very llagrant that couhl irritate his niece to such a 
degree against a ijcision fur whom she had fonuerly a most ])ar- 
ticular regard. He owned she had declared her ioteiitiou to 
renounce his ne(iuaintance for ever, and df)ubt.less she had good 
reason for so doing ; neither would he undovtaKe to promote an 
aecoimiiodatiun, unless ho 'v\ould give him full power to treat on 
the scoi’O of matrimony, wliich he supposed would ho the only means 
of evincing his own sincerity, and obtaining Emilia’s forgiveness. 
Porogriiio’s pride was kindled by this blunt declaration, w^hich ho 
could not help considering as the result of a sehonie cimccrted 
betw'ixt the young lady and her uncle, in order to lake the advan- 
tage of his heat. He rherefore replied, with manifest, signs of 
disgust, that ho did not apprehend there was any occasion for a 
mediator to reconcile the dilference betwixt Emilia and him, and 
that all he desired was an opportunity of pleading in bis owoi behalf. 
The citizen frankly told him, that as Ins niece had c\])ie.ssed an 
earnest de.sire of avoiding liis company, he would nob put the least 
constraint upiai her inclination ; and in the mean time gave him 
to know that ho wais particularly engaged. Our hero, glownng 
with indignation at this supcreilitpis treatment: “I was in the 
wrong,” sai<l he, “to look for good manners so far on tJiis side of 
Temple-bar : but you must give mo leave to toll you, sir, that 
unless I am favoured with an iiitei’view with ]Vli/5s Gauntlet, 1 
shall conclude that you have actually laid a constraint upon her 
inclination for some sinister ])urposes of your own.” “Sir,” 
replied the old gentleman, “you are w'elcome to make what con- 
clusions shall seem good unto your own imagination ; but pray bo 
as good as allow me the privilege of being master in my own 
house.” So saying, he very complaisantly showed him to tho 
door ; and over lover, being ditUdont of his own temper, as well as 
afyaid of being used with greater indignity, in a place where his 
personal prowess would only serve totheighten his disgrace, quitted 
tho house in a transport of rage, which he could not wholly suppress, 
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telling the landlord, that, if hia age did not protect him, he would 
have cliastised him for his inaulent behaviour. 


Chap. LXXVIIl.— He pr^jocta a violent Schema, in consequence of wbicb he is involveii 
111 a must futiKuiiiir Adventure, which greatly tends towards the augmentation of bis 
Chagrin. • ^ • 

Thus debarred of personal communication with his mistress, he 
essayed to retrieve her good graces by the most submissive and 
pathetic letters, which lie convcj'ed by divers artifices to her 
perusal ; but reaping no manner of benefit from these endeavours, 
his jiassioii acquired a degree of iuiptiticrice little inferior to down- 
right frenzy ; and he determined to run every risk of life, fortune, 
and reputation, rather than desist fitmi his iinj usti-fiiible pursuit. 
Indeed, his resentment was now ;is deeply coneeniod as his love, 
and each of these iiassioiis equally turbulent and loud in demanding 
gratificatum. lie kept sentinels continuolly in pay, to give him 
notice of her outgoings, in expectation of finding some opportunity 
to carry her olf; but her circuins]>ection entirely frustrated this 
design ; for she suspected everything of that sort from a disposition 
like his, and regulated her motions aeCv.r(lingl3^ 

Bafiled by her prudeiico and penetration, he altered his plan. 
On protenco of being called to bis country-house by some afiair of 
importance, he departed from London, and, taking lodgings at a 
farmer’s house that stood near the road througli which she must 
have necessarily passed in her x’etuni to her mother, concealed 
liimself from all intercuinse, except witli his valet-de-chainbre and 
Pipes, wlio had orders to scour tlie country, and iccoiinoitro every 
horse, co.icli, or carriage, that should apjiear on that highway, with 
a view of intercepting his Emilia in lior passage. 

lie had waited in this ambuscade a wliole ivcek, when his valet 
gave him notice, that he and his fell<tvv-3cout had discovered a 
chaise and six, driving at full 'speed towards them ; upon which, 
they had Happed their hats over tlieir eyes, so as that ihoy might 
not be known, in case they .should be seen, and concealed them- 
selves behind a hedge, from whence they could perceive in the 
carriage, as it passed, a young man plainly dressed, with a lady in 
a mask, of the exact size, shape, and air of Emilia ; and that Pipes 
followed them at a distance, while he rode back to communicate 
this piece of intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce alhnv him time to conclude his informa- 
tion : he ran clown to the stable, where his horse was kept ready 
saddled for tlic purpo.se, and, never doubting that the lady in 
question was his mistress, attended by one of her undo’s derks, 
mounted immediately, and rode full gallop after the chaise, which, 
when he had proceeded about two miles, ho understood from Pipes, 
had put up at a neighbouring inn. Thopgh his* in dination 
prompted him to enter her apartment without farther delay, he 
suffered himself ' to bo dissuatled from taking such a precipitate 
step by his privy couitsollor, who observed that it would bo 

X 
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iinpvacticablo to execute his purpose of conveying her, against 
her will, from a i)ublic inn, that stood in the midst of a populous 
village, which would infallibly rise in her defence : ho advised him 
therefore to lie in wait for the chaise in some remote and private 
part of the road, where they might acconipliah their aim without 
diflicLilt3^ or danger. In consequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipc3 to reconnoitre the inn, that She might 
not escape another way ; while he and the valet, in order to avoid 
being seen, took a circuit by an unfrequented path, and placed 
themselves in ambush, on a spot which they chose for the scene of 
tlicir achievement. Here they tarried a full hour, without seeing 
the carriage, or hearing from their sentinel ; so that the youth, 
unable to exert his patience one moment longer, loft the foreigner 
in his station, and rode back to his faithful lacquey, who assured 
him that the travellers had not yet hove up their anchor, or pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 

Notwithstanding tliis insinuation, Pickle began to entertain 
such alarming suspicions, that he could not refrain from advancing 
to tlic gate, and inquiring for the company which had lately 
arrived in a chaise and six. ^Vhe innkeeper, who was not at all 
pleased with tlio beliavionr of those jiassengors, did not think 
proper to observe the instructions ho had riicoived : on the con- 
trary, ho plainly told him, that the chaise did not lialt, bub only 
entered ab (>ne d<‘or and wont out at the other, with a view to 
deceive those who pursued it, as he guessed from the w^orcls of the 
gentleman, who had earnest]}' desired that his route might be 
concealed from any person who should inquire about their motions. 
“As for my own jiearb, meastei,” continued this charitable pub- 
lican, “I believes jis how they are no better than they should be, 
else they W'ouldn’t bo lu sacli a deadly fear of being overtaken, 
Metliinks, said 1, wdien I saw' tliem in such a woimdy pother to be 
gone, oddsheai’tikiiis I thkj must be some Loudon ’prentice running 
away w'itli his moastei’s daughter, as sure as I’m a living soul. 
But, be he who he Avill, sartin it is, a has nothing of the gentleman 
about en ; for, thof a asked such a favour, a never once put hand 
in pocket, or said, ‘Dog, will you drink?’ 1 lowsomever, that 
don’t argufy in reverence of his bviiig in a hurry ; and a man may 
be .sonuitimes a little too judgmatical in his conjectures." In all 
probability, tJiis lo(iuaciou8 landlord would have served the 
traveller eU'ectually, had Peregrine heard him to dh end ; but this 
ini])etuoiis y<nilh, far from listening to the sequel of his observa- 
tions, interru])lcd him in the beginning of his career, by a.sking 
eagerly wliich road they folk* wed ; and, having received tho imt- 
keeper’s direction, clapped spurs to his horse, commanding Pipes 
to make the valet acrpiainted with his course, that they might 
attend him with all imaginable despatch. 

By the {iublican’s account of their conduct his former opinion 
iVRS fully confirmed ; ho plied his steed to the height of his mettle, 
and BO much was his imagination 'teugrossed by the prospect of 
having Emilia in his jxiwer, that he did not perceive the road on 
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which he travelled was quite differoat from tliat which led to the 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet-de-chambre was an utter 
stramjjer to that part of the country ; and as for Mr. Pipes, such 
considerations were alt<.)^cther foreign to the economy of his 
reflection. Ten long miles luul our hero rode, when his eyes were 
blessed with the sight of tho chaise ascending a hill, at the distance 
of a good* league ; upon wliich ho doubled his diligence in such a 
manner that he gained upon tho carriage every minute, and at 
length approached so near to it, that he could discern the lady and 
her conductor, with their heads thrust out at tlie windows, looking 
back and speaking to the driver alternately, as if they earnestly 
besought him to augment the speed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight, of port, while ho crossed the road 
Ills horse happened to plunge into a cart-rut with such violence 
that ho was thrown several yards f>vor hi.s head; and the- boast’s 
shouhler being slipped by the ho found himself disabled from 
plucking the fruit which was almost within his reach ; for ho had 
left his servants at a considerable distance behind him ; and although 
they had been at hi.s back, and supplied him with another horse, 
tliey wore so iudiiroreiilly mounted, that ho could not reasonably 
expect to overtake the fliers, who profiled so much by this disaster 
that tho chaise vanished in a moment. 

It may be easily ccjinauved how a young man of Irh disposition 
passed his time in this tantali'dng situation. He ejaculated with 
grt^ab fervency, but his prayers were not blio effects of resignation. 
He ran back on f(»ot with incredible .speed, in order to meet his 
valet, whom he unhorsed in a twinkling; and taking his scat, 
beg.iu to exorcise his whip and spurs, after having ordered the 
Swiss to follow him on the other gelding, and committed the lanio 
hunter to the care of Uipos. 

Matters being ad justed in this manner, our adventurer prosecuted 
the race with all his might ; and having made some progress, was 
informed by a c<)untrym;in that tho cTiaiso had struck off into 
another roa<l, and, according to his judgment, was by that time 
about three miles ahea<l ; though, in all probability, the horses 
would not be able to hold out much longer, because they seemed to 
be quite spent when they jiassed his door, l^hieouragcd by thi.s 
intimation, Porogriiio pushed on with great alacrity ; though ho 
could not regain the sight .>f the desired object till the clouds of 
niglit began toi deepen, and even then he enjoyed nothing more 
than a transient glimpse, for the carriage was no sooner seen than 
shrouded again from his view. ’I’hese vexatious circumstances 
animated his endeavours while they irritated his chagrin ; in short, 
he continued his pursuit till the night was far advanced, and him- 
self so uncertain about tho object of his care, that he entered a 
solitary inn, with a view of obtaining some intelligence, when, to 
his infinite joy, he perceived the chaise standing by itfrelf, and the 
hprsoa panting in the yard. 

In full conndence of his havyig arrived at last at the goal of all 
his wishes, he alighted instantaneously, and, running up to the 
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coachman with a pistol in his hand, commanded him in an im- 
perious tone to conduct him to the lady’s chamber on pain of death. 
The driver, alfrightcd at this menacing address, protested with 
great humility that he did not know whither his fare had retired ; 
for that he himself was paid and dismissed from the service because 
he would not undertake to drive them all night across the country 
without stopping to refresh his horses ; but he promised to go in 
(jucst of the waiter, who would show him to their apartment. He 
was accordingly detached on that errand, Avliile our hero stood 
sentinel at the gate till the anival of his valet-de-chainbre, 
who, joining him by accident before the coachman returned, re- 
lieved him in his watch ; and then the young gcutloman, exasiio- 
rated at his messenger’s delay, rushed, with fury in his eyes, from 
room ti) room, deuoiuiring vengeance upon the whole family ; but ho 
did not meet with one living soul until he entered the garret, where 
ho found the landlord ;ind his wife in bed. This cliickeii-hcarted 
couple, by the ligJit of a rush-candle tliat burned on the hearth 
seeing a stranger burst into the chamber in sucli a terrible altitude, 
were seized with constcniatioii, and, exalting tlieir voices in a most 
lamentable strain, begged, for the ]>assion of Christ, that ho would 
spare their lives, and lake all they had. 

Peregrine, guessing from this exclamation, and the circumstances 
of their being in bed, that they mistook him for a robber, and were 
ignorant of tliat Avhicii ho wanted to know, dispidled their 
terror by making tlieni ac(|uaiiitod witli the cause of his visit, and 
desired tlio husband to got up with all possible despatch, in order 
to assist and attend him in his search. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of the inn ; and at 
List finding the liosMor in the slable, was by him informed, to his 
unsyieakahle morlilieation, tliat the gentleman and lady who arrived 
in the chaise had immediately hired post-horses for a certain \ illage 
at. the distance of liitcen miles, and departed without halting for 
the least refreshment. Our adventurer, mad with liis disapyioiut- 
ment, mouiiLcd his horse in an instant, and, with his attendant, 
took the same road, with full determination to die rather than 
desist from tlie yivosccution of his design. He had by this time 
rode iip'vavds of Unity miles since* three o’clock in the afternoon ; 
BO that the horses were almost quite jaded, and travelled this stage 
60 blowly that it was morning before they reached the place of 
their dostiuaiion, where, far from finding the fugitives, he under- 
stood that no such persons as he described had pa.ssed that way, 
and that, in all likelihood, they had taken a (juito contrary direc- 
tion, while, in order to mislead him in his pursuit, they had ainuaed 
the hostler with a false route. This conjecture was strengthened 
by his pefcciving now, for the first time, that he had deviated a 
considerable way from the road through which they must have 
journeyed rii order to arrive at the place of her mother’s residence ; 
and these suggestions utterly deprived him of the small remains of 
recollection which he had hitherto rtjtained. His eyes rolled about, 
witnessing rage and distraction 3 he foamed at the mouthy stamped 
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upon tho ground with groat violence, uttered incoherent impreca- 
tions against himself and all mankind, and would have sallied forth 
again, ho knew not whither, upon the same horse, which ho had 
already almost killed with fatigue, had not his confidant found 
means to quiet tho tumult of his thoughts, and recall his reflection, 
by repres^tiiig the condition of the po4)r animals, and advising 
him to hire fresh horses, and ride ])ost across the country to the 
village in the neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntlet’s habitation, where 
they should infallibly intercept the daughter, provided they could 
got the start of her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only relished, bub forthwith acted in conformity 
with this good counsel. PTis own horses were committed to the 
charge of the landlord, with directions for Pipes, in case ho should 
come in (lucst of his master : and a cou]>lo fd stout geldings being 
prepared, ho and his valet took iho lo.id again, steering their course 
according totlio motions of the post-boy, who undertook to bo their 
guide. They had almrist finisliod their first stage Avhon they 
descried a post-chaise just halting at the imi where they proposed 
to change horses ; upon which our adventurer, glowing with a 
most interesting presage, pub his beast to the full s])ocd, and 
approached near onougli to distinguisii, as tho travellers quitted 
tho carnage, that ho had at last come up witli the very individual 
persons whom ho had pursued so long. 

P^lushod with this discovery, ho galloped into the yard so sud- 
denly that the lady and her conductor scarce had time to shut 
themselves uj» in a chamber, to which they retreated with great 
precipitation ; no that tho pursuer was now certain of having 
housed liis prey. That he might, however, leave nothing to for- 
tune, ho placed himself upon the stair by whicli they had ascended 
to the apartment, and sent up liis compliments to the young lady, 
desiring ilie favour of being admitted to Jicr presence ; otherwise 
he should be obliged to waive all ceremony, and take that liberty 
which slio would not give. Tho servant, having conveyed this 
message through the key -hole, returned with an answer, importing 
that she would adhere to the resolution she had taken, and perish 
rather than comply with his will. Our adventurer, without staying 
to make any rejoinder to this repfy, ran up stairs, and, thundering 
at tho door for entrance, was given to understand by the nymph’s 
attendant that £% blunderbuss was ready jiriniod for his recej)tioii, 
and that he would do well to spare him the necessity nf shedding 
blood ill defence of a person Avho had jmt herself under his 
protection, “All tho laws of the land,” said he, “cannot now 
untie tlie knots by which we are bound together, and therefore 
1 will guard her as niy own property ; so that you had better desist 
from your fruitless attempt, and thereby consult your (»wn safety ; 
for, by the God that made me ! I will discharge my piece upon you 
as soon as you set your nose within the door ; and your blood bo 
upon your own head.” ^ 

These menaces from a citizen’s clerk would have been sufficient 
TpotivQs for Pickle to storm tho breach, although they had not been 
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reinforced by that declaration, which iiifornied him of Emilia’a 
having bestowed liersolf in marriage upon such a conteinx>tibl6 
rival. This sole consideration added wings to his impetuosity, and 
ho applied his foot to the door with such irresistible force, as burst 
it open in an instant, e ntering at the same time with a pistol ready 
cocked in his hand. ITiA antagonist, instead of tiring life blunder- 
buss, wdicn he saw him approach, started back with evident signs 
af surprise and consternation, oxclaiiniiig, “Lord Jesus ! sir, you 
are not the man ! and, witliout doubt, are under sonic mistake with 
regard to us.” Before Peregrine had time to answer this saluta- 
tion, the lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and, pulling off a mask, 
discovered a face which he had never .seen before. The Gorgon’s 
head, according to the fables (»f antiquity, never had a more petri- 
fying efroefc than tliat which tliis countenance produced upon the 
astonished youtli. Ills eyes were fixed upon this unknown object, 
as if they liad been attracted by tlie power of enchantment ; his 
feet seemed riveted to tlic giound ; and after having stood motion- 
less for the space of a few minutes, ho dropjiod down in an apo- 
plexy of disapyiointment and despair. The Swiss, who had followed 
him, seeing his master in this condition, lifted him up, and, laying 
him upon a bed in the next room, let Jiim blood immediately, with- 
out hesitation, being fihvays provided with a case of lancets, against 
all accidents on tlie ivjad. To this foresight oiu* hert^ in all pro- 
bability, was indebted for his life By virtue of a very coyiious 
evacuation, he rocovei’od the use of his senses ; but the complication 
of fatigues and violent transports 'which ho had undergone browned 
up a dangerous fever in Ins h.iood ; and a pliysician being called 
from the next market-town, several days elapsed before he would 
answer for his life. 


CiiAr. LXXIX. —Peregrine sondfl a Mcfsagp to Mrs. Gauntlet, who rojecta hla Proposal — 
lie rox)aiis to the Garrison. 

At length, however, his constitution overcame his disease, though 
not before it had in a great measjire tamed the fury of his disposi- 
tion, and brought him to a serious consideration of his conduct. 
In this humiliation of his spirits, he reflected with shame and 
remorse upon the treachery to the fair, the inndijont Emilia : ho 
romernbered his former sentiments in her favour, Jis well as the 
injunctions of his dying undo ; he recollected his intimacy with 
her brother, against which he had so basely sinned : and, revolving 
all the circumstances of her conduct, found it so commendable, 
spirited, and noble, that he deemed her an object of sufficient 
dignity to merit his honourable addresses, even though his duty 
had not be^n concerned in the decision ; but, obliged as he was to 
make reparation to a worthy family which he had so grossly 
injured, he thought he could not m^tnifest his reformation too soon ; 
and, when he found himself able to hold a pen, wrote a letter to 
Mrs. Gauntlet, wherein he acknowledged, with many expressions 
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of sorrow and contrition, that he had acted a part altogether unbe- 
coming a man of honour, and should never enjoy the least tran- 
quillity of mind until he should have merited her forgiveness. Ilo 
protestCMl that, although his happiness entirely doi)ended upon 
tho determination of Emilia, lie would even renounce all hope of 
being blgssed with her favour, if she (^i^uld point. out any other 
method of making reparation to that amiable young lady, but by 
laying his heart and fortune at her feet, aiul submitting himself to 
her pleasure during the reinaiiiing part of his life. Ho conjured 
her, therefore, in the most pathetic manner, to pardon him, in 
consideration of his sinccro repentance ; and to use her maternal 
influonce with her daughter, so as that he might bo pomiittod to 
wait upon her with a wedding ring as soon as his health would 
allow him to undertake tho journey. 

This explanation being despatched Oy Pipes, who had by thi.^ 
time found his master, the young gentleman inquired about the 
couple whom he had so unfortunately pursued, and understood 
from his valet-de-chambrc, who learned the story from their ow'tt 
mouths, that the lady was the only daughter of a rich Jew, ami 
her attendant no other than his apprentice, who had converted her 
bo Christianity, and married her at the “.amc time ; that this secret 
having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived a scheme bo se- 
parate them for ever ; and they, being apprised of his intention, 
had found means to elope from his house, with a view of sheltering 
themselves in J^Vance until the affair c(mld bo made up : that seeing 
three men ride after them wdth such eagerness and speed, they 
never doubted that the pursuers were her father and some friends 
or domestics, and on tli.at supposition had fled, with the utmost 
despatch and trepidation, until they had found themselves hajqiily 
undeceived at that very instant w^hon they expected nothing but 
mi.scliief and misfortune : lastly, tho Swiss gavt^ him to understand 
that, after having professed some concetii for his deplorable situa- 
tion, and enjoyed a slight refreshment, they had taken their depar- 
ture for Dover, and in all likelihood were safely arrived at Paris. 

In four-and-twenty hours after Pipes was charged with this com- 
mission, he brought back an answer from the mother of Emilia, 
couched in these words : — * 


“ Sir, — r<»ceiv«i tbe favour of yours, and am glad, for your own sakf, ibat you liavo 
attained a due sense and conviction of yonr unkind und uncbnsti'an b' havionr to 
poor ISmy. 1 thank God, none ot my children wero ever so insulted before. Givo 
rne leave to tell you, sir, my daughter was no upstiirt, without friends or e<lucation ; but 
a young lady as well brwl, and better bom, than moat private gentlewomen in tlio 
kingdom; and therefore, though you tuid no esteem for her person, yon ought to havo 
paid some regard to her family, which (no disparagement to you, sir,) is more honouiablo 
than your own As for your proposal, Mies Gauntlet will not hear of i1. being that ebo 
thinks her honour will not allow her to listen to any (erma ut reconeiliaiion ; and she Is 
not yet BO destitute as to embrace an offer to which she baa the least objectlOTi. In the 
mean time, she is so much indieposed, that she cannot possibly see couipany ; so 1 beg 
you will not take the trouble of making a fruitless journey to this place. Perhaps your 
nittire conduct may sieserve her forgiveness ; and really, as I am concerned for your 
happiness (which y^ u assure me depesids upon tier condeaeenslnn), 1 wish witli ail my 
heart It may ; and am, notwitiistandmg all that has happened, your t-incere well-wisher, 

♦' Cecii-ia GAiniTiBr.’* 
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From this epistle, and the information of his mcssenj 2 :or, our 
hero learned tliat liis misi-ress had Jictiially profited by his wild- 
goose chaso, so as to make a safe retreat to her mother’s house. 
Though sorry to hear (»f her indisposition, ho w'as also piqued at 
her implacability, as well as at some stately paragra])hs of the 
letter, in which he thought the good lady had consulted her own 
vanity rather than her go(5d sense. These motives of red'eutment 
helped him to bear his disappointment like a philosopher, espe- 
cially as ho had now quieted his conscience in proffering to redress 
the injury ho had done ; and, moreover, found himself, with regard 
to his love, in a calm state of hope and resignation. 

A seasonable fit of illness is an excellent medicine for the turbu- 
lence of passion. Such a reformation had the fever produced in 
the economy of his thoughts, that ho moralized like an apostle, and 
projected several prudential schemes for his future conduct. In 
the mean time, as soon as liis health was sufficiently re-established, 
he took a trip to the garrison, in order to visit his friends ; and 
learned from Hatchway’s own mouth, that lie had broken the ice 
of courtship to his aunt, and that his addresses were now fairly 
afloat ; though, when he first declared himself to the widow, after 
she had been duly prepared for the occasion by her niece and the 
rest of her friends, she had received his proposal with a becoming 
reserve, and piously wept at the remembrance of her husband, 
observing that she should never meet wil:4i his fellow. 

l^erogrino promoted the licutciiant’.s suit with all his influence ; 
and all Mrs. Trunnion’s objections to the match being surmounted, 
it was determined that the day of marriage should bo put off for 
three months, that her roputatio'i might not suffer by a precipitate 
engagement, lli.s next care v'ms to give orders for erecting a plain 
marble monument to the memory of his uncle, on which the follow- 
ing inscription composed by the bridegroom, actually appeared in 
golden letters : — 


ITcrp lies 

Founded in a r.ithom and half, 

Tlie Plipll 
Of 

ITawper TuirNNTON, Esq. 

Formerly cominandcr'of a pqiiadron 
III his Majesty’s sorvlce. 

Who hroaclK'd to. at five I’.m. Oct. 10. 

In tlic yc.ir of his age thrcescori* and nineteen. 


ITe kept his gim.s always loaded, 

And his tackle ready inarm'd, 

And never showed his poop to the enemy. 
Except when he took her in tow ; 

But, his shot being expended, his match burntoiit, 
And his upner-works decayed, 

Ho was sunk by Deatn'e superior weight of metal. 

Nevertheless, 

Ho Will bo weighed again at the great day, 

His rigging reflited, and hia^ timbers repaired, 
And, with ono broadside, 

Idake his Adversary strike In bis tun). 
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Chap. LXXX.— TTp rofiirn.s to London, and mpets with Cudw.illador, who entprtaina hlift 
With many curious Particulars— Crabtree sounds tliqJ)ucheH£«. and luidceeivos Pickle, who, 
by an eAVaoidiiiary ,;\ccldont, becomes acquainted with another Lady of Quality. 

The youni? gfontlemiin, having performed these last offices, in 
honour of liia deceased benefactor, and presented Mr. .loiter to the 
long expected living, wliich at this time happened to be vacant, 
returned to London, and roHuinod liLs former gaiety : not that he 
was able to shake Emilia from his thought, or oven to remember 
her without violent emotions ; for, as he recovered hia vigour, his 
former impatieni/c recurred, and therefore ho resolved to plunge 
himself headlong into some inLj'igue, that might engage Iiis passions, 
and amuse liis imagination. 

A man of liis aucomplishments could not fail to meet with a 
variety of subjects, on wliich liis gallantly would have been propm ly 
exercised ; and this abundance distracted his clioice, wliich at any 
time was apt to bo influenced by caprice and whim. 1 have already 
observ^cd, that, he had lifted his view, through a matrimonial 
perspective, as high as a lady of the first quality and distinction ; 
and now that he was refused by Miss (lauiitlcb, and enjoyed a 
little respite from the agonies of that flame which her charms had 
kindled in his lieart, he renewed his assiduities to her grace. 
Though lie durst not yet risk an eX(danation, he enjoj^cd tho 
pleasure of Koeing himself so well received in quality of a jiarti- 
cular ac(|aiiitauce, that he flattered liimself with the belief of his 
having made some jirogrcss in her heart; and was confirmed in 
this conceited notion by the assurances of her woman, whom, by 
liberal largesses, lie retained in his interest, because she found 
means to persuade him that she was in the confidence of her lady. 
But, iiotAvithstaiidiiig this encouragement, and tho sanguine sug- 
gestions of his own vanity, ho dreaded tho thoughts of exposing 
himself to her ridiculo and resentment by a premature declaration, 
and determined to postpone hia addresses, until he should be more 
certified of the probability of succeeding in his attempt. 

While ho remained in this hesitation and suspense, ho was one 
morning Ycvf agreeably surprised with the appearance of his friend 
Crabtree, wdio, by the permission of Pipes, to whom ho was well 
known, entered his chamber before he was awake, and, by a violent 
shake of tho shoulder, disengaged him from the arms of sleep. 
The tirst compliments having mutually passed, Oadwallader gave 
him to understand, that he liad arrived in town ovei -night in the 
stage-coach from Bath, and entertained him with such a ludicrous 
account of hia follow''- travellers, that Peregrine, for 'the first time 
since their parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to tho hazard 
of suffocation. • 

Crabtree, having rehearsed these adventures in such a peculiarity 
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of mannor, as added infinite ridicule to every circumstance, and 
repeated every scandalous report which had circulated at Bath after 
Peregrine’s departure, was informed by the youth that he harboured 
a design upon the person of such a duchess, and in all appearance 
had 110 reason to complain of his reception ; but that ho would not 
venture to declare himself, jintil he should be more ascortiyned of 
her sentiments ; and therefore ho begged leave to depend upon the 
intelligence of his friend Cadwalladcr, who, ho knew, was admitted 
to lier parties. 

The misanthrope, before he would promise his assistance, asked 
if his prospect vtirged towards matrimony ; and our adventurer, 
wlio guessed the meaning of his (luestion, replying in the negative, 
ho undertook the oftice of reconnoitring her inclination ; protesting, 
at the same time, that he would never concern himself in any 
scheme that did nob tend to the disgrace and deception of all the 
sox. On these conditions, he espoused the interest of our hero, 
and a plan was immediately concerted, in consequence of whicli 
they met by accident at her grace’s table. Pickle, having stayed 
all the fore- part of the evening, and sat out all the company, except 
the misanthoipo and a certain widow lady, who was said to bo in 
the secrets of my lady duchoss, wont away on pre,tence of an 
indispensable engagement, tliat Crabtree might have a proper 
o[»portunity of making him the subject of conversation. 

Accordingly, he had scarce (juilted the apartment, when this 
cynic, attending him to the door, with a look of morose disdain, 

Were 1 an absolute prince,” said he, “ and that fellow one of my 
subjects, I would order him to be clothed in sackcloth, and he 
should drive my asses to water, that his lofty synrit might bo 
lowered to the level of his deserts. The ynide of a peacock is 
downright self-denial, when compared with the vanity of that cox- 
comb, which was naturidly arrogant, bub is now reiidci )d altogether 
intolerable, by tlie reyiubitftiii lie acquired at Bath, for kicking 
a bully, outwitting a club of raw sharpers, and divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which ho w^as more lucky than wise. 
But nothing has contributed so much to the increase of hia 
insolence and self-conceit, as the favour he found among tho 
ladies ; ay, tho ladies, madam ; I Care not who knows it : the 
ladies, who, to their honour be it spoken, never fail to patronize 
foppery and folly, provided they solicit their encouragement : and 
yet this dog was not on the footing of those hermapliroditical 
animals, who may be reckoned among tho number of waiting-women, 
who air your shifts, comb your lap-dogs, examine your noses with 
magnifying glasses in order to squeeze out the worms, cleau yout 
tooth-brushes, sweeten your handkerchiefs, and soften waste paper 
for your occasions. This follow Pickle was entertained for mord 
important purposes : his turn of duty never came till all those 
lap-wings were gone tq roost ; then ho scaled windows, leaped over 
garden-walls, and was let in by Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, the 
magistrates of Bath complimented him with the freedom, of the 
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corporation, merely because, through his means, the waiters had 
gained extraordinary credit ; for every female of a tolerable appear- 
ance, that went thither on account of her sterility, got the better 
of her complaint during his residence at Rath : and now the fellow 
thinks no woman can withstand his addresses. Ho had not been 
hero tJiree niinutcs, when T could pciwoive, witk half an eye, that 
he had marked out your grace for a conquest, — I mean in an 
honourable way ; though the rascal has impudence enough to 
attempt anything.” 

So saying, ho iixod liis eyes upon the duchess, who (while her 
face glowed with indignation), turning to her confidant, exprovssed 
herself in these words : I’pon my life, I believe there is actually 
some truth in what this old rulliau says : 1 have myself observed 
that young ftdlow eyeing mo with a very particular stare.” — “ It is 
not to be at fdl wondered a. baid her friend, “ that a youth of his 
complexion should be sensible of the charms of your grace ; but I 
dare say, he would not' presume to entertain any but the most 
honourable and respectful sentiments.” — “ Respectful sentiments 1 ’’ 
cried my lady, with a look of inelFable disdain ; “if I thought the 
fellow had assurance enough to think of me in any shape, I protest 
I would forbid him my house. Upon my honour, such instances of 
audacity should induce persons of (juality to kec]) your small gentry 
at a greater distance ; for they are very apt to grow impudent upon 
the least countciiaiico or encouragement.” 

Cadwalladcr, satistiod with this declaration, changed the subject 
of discourse ; and next day communicated his discovery to his 
friend Pickle, who, upon this occasion, felt the most stinging sen- 
sations of mortified pride, and resolved to quit his prospect with a 
good grace. Nor did the execution of this self-denying scheme cost 
him one moment’s uneasiness ; fur his heart had never been inte- 
rested in the pursuit, and his vanity triumphed in the thoughts of 
manifesting his indiifcrcncc. Accordingly, the very next time he 
visited her grace, his behaviour was remarkably frank, sprightly, 
and disengaged ; and the subject of love being artfully introduced 
by the widow, who had been directed to sound his inclinations, ho 
rallied the passion with gre.at ease and sc\'erity, and made no 
scrujdc of declaring himself heart-whole. Though the duchess had 
rosented his supposed aflcctiun, she was now' olfendcd at his insen- 
sibility, and oven signified her disgust, by observing, that perhaps 
his attention to his own qualilicatiuns screened him from the 
impression of all other objects. 

While he enjoyed this sarcasm, the meaning of which ho could 
plaiiily discern, the company W7i,s joined by a certain virtuoso, wdio 
had gained free access to all the great families of , the land by his 
notable talent of gossiping and buffoonery. He was now in the 
seventy-fifth year of his age : his birth was so gbscure, that he 
scarce knew his father’s name ; his educ^ition suitable to the dignity 
of his descent ; his character publicly branded with homicide, 
profligacy, and breach of trust: yet this man, by iho liappy 
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inheritance of impregnable effrontery, and a lucky prostitution of all 
principle in rendering himself subservient to the appetites of the 
groat, liiid attained to jin independency of fortune, as well as to 
such a particular share of favour among the quality, that although 
he was well known to have pimped for three generations of the 
nobility, tliore was not a lady of fashion in the kingdom whoscnipled 
to admit him to her toilettic, or even to be s<iuircd by h*im in 
any place of public entertainment. Not but that this sage was 
occasionally useful to his fcllow-crcatures by these connections 
Avitli ] people of fortune ; for he often undertook to solicit charity in 
behalf of distressed objects, with a view of embezzling one half of 
the benefactions. It was an errand of this kind that now brought 
lihn to the house of her grace. 

zVftor having sat a few minutes, ho told the company that ho 
would favour them with a very proper opi>()rtiinity to extend tlicir 
hcncvolouce, for the relief of a ]>oor gentlewoman, who -was reduced 
to the most abject misery by tlio death of her husband, .and just 
delivered of a couple of tine boys : they moreover understood from 
his information, that this object was daugliter of a good family, 
who had renounced her in consequence of her marrying an ensign 
without a fortune, and even obstructed his jiromotiou with all their 
influence and power ; a circumstance of barbarity, wliich liad made 
sucli an impression upon lim mind, .as disordered his brain, and 
drove him to despair ; in a fib of which ho h/id made away with 
himself, leaving his wife, then big with clnld, to all the horrors of 
indigehco and grief. 

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic picture, which the 
old man drew with great expression. My lady duchess concluded 
that she must be a creature void of all fooling and rchcciioii, who 
could survive such aggravated misery ; therefore, did not deserve to 
be relieved, except m the character of a common beggar ; and was 
generous enough to offer a rccc mmendation, by which she would be 
admitted into an intirinaiy, to which her grace was a subscriber ; 
at the same time, advising the solicitor to send the twins to tlio 
Foundling Hospital, whero they would bo carefully nursed and 
brought up, so as to become useful members of the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all duo deference to the opinion of the duchess, 
was free enough to blame the generosity of her grace, which W’ould 
only serve to encourage children in their disobedience to their 
parents, and might be the means not only of prolonging the distress 
of the wretched creature, but also of ruining the constitution of some 
young heir, i)crhaps tlie liope of a great family : for sho did suppose 
that madam, when her month should be up, and her brats disposed 
of, would spread her attractions to the public, provided she could 
profit by her person ; and, in the usual way, make a regular progre.s3 
from St. James’s to Drury Lane.. She apprehended, for these 
reasons, that their compassion would bo most effectually sliowu 
in leaving her to perisn in her present necessity ; and that the 
old gentleman would bo unpardonable, should he persist in his 
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endeavours to relieve her. A third member of this tender-hearted 
society, after liaving asked if the young woman was handsome, jvnd 
being answered in the negative, allowed that there was a great deal 
of reason in what had been said by the honourable person who had 
spoken last ; nevertheless, she humbly conceived her sentence would 
admit of some mitigation. “Let the bantlings,” said she, “bo sent 
to tho*ho6i)ital, according to the advice of lier grace, and a small 
collection bo inado for the present support of the mother ; and, 
when her health is recovered, 1 will take her into my family, in 
quality of an upper servant, or medium between mo and my women ; 
for, upon my life, I cannot endure to chide, or give directions to a 
creature, wlio is, in point of birth and education, but one degree 
above tlio vulgar.” 

This proposal mot with universal apjnobation.- The duchc.ss, to 
her immortal honour, begriu tl)“ Cv)ntributiou with a crown ; so 
that the rest of tlie company were obliged to restrict their liberality 
to lialf tlie sum, that her grace mighi not be atlroiitcd : and the 
]n’oiK)ser demanding the poor woimiii’s name and place of abode, 
the old mediator could not help giving her ladyship a verbal direc- 
tion, though ho was extremely mortilled, on more accounts than 
one, to find such an issue to his soliv^ilalion. 

Peregrine, who, ‘though humorous as winter, had a tear for 
juty, and a liaiid open as day for melting charity,” was shocked at 
the nature and result of this imgenerous consultation. lie contri- 
buted his half-crown, however ; and, retiring from the company, 
betook himself to the lodgings of tlie forlorn lady in tlie straw, 
according to the direction ho had heard Upon inquiry, he under- 
stood that slie 'was tlicu visited by some cliantablo gentlewoman, who 
had sent for a nurse, and waited tlio return of the mc.s.songor ,■ and 
he sent up his respects, desiring ho might bo permitted to see her, 
on ])reteiice of having been intimate with her late luisbaiid. 

Though the poor woman had never Picard of hia name, she did not 
think proper to deny his request ; and he was conducted to a palt ry 
chamber in the third st»)ry, where he found this unhappy wddow 
sitting upon a truekle-bed, and suckling one of her infants, with 
Iho most piteous expression of anguish in her features, which were 
naturally regular and sweet while the other was fondled on the 
knee of a person, whose attention was so much engrossed by her 
little charge that for the present slie could mind nothing else : and 
it was not tfll after the first compliments passed betwixt the hapless 
mother and our adventurer, that he perceived the stranger’s coun- 
tenance, which inspired him with the highest esteem and admira- 
tion. He beheld all the graces of elegance and beauty, breathing 
sentiment and beneficence, and softened into the most enchanting 
tOTidernoss of weeping sympathy. When he declared the cause of 
his visit, which was no other than the desire of befriending the dis- 
tressed lady, to whom he presented a bank-note forSiwenty pounds, 
ho was favoured with such a look of complacency by this amiable 
phantom, who might have Bben justly taken for an angel ministering 
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to the necessities of niortnls, that hia whole soul was transported 
with love and veneration, Nor was this prepossession diminished 
by the information of the widow, who, after* having manifested her 
gratitude in a flood of tears, told him that the unknown object of 
his esteem was a person of honour, who, having heard by accident 
of her deplorable situation, had immediately obeyed the dictates of 
her humanity, and come in ^^^erson to relievo her distress ; that sho 
had not only generously supplied her with money for present sus- 
tenance, but also undertfikeii to provide a nurse for her babes, and 
even promised to favour her with protection, sliould she survive 
her present melanclioly situation. To these articles of intelligence 
she added, that the name of her benefactress was the celebrated 

Lady , to w'hose character the yeuth was no stranger, though 

he had never seen her person before. The killing edge of her 
charms was a little blunted by the accidents of time and fortune ; 
but no man of taste and imagination, whoso nerves were not (juite 
chilled with the frost of ago, could even at that tiino look upon 
her with impunity ; aiid as Peregrine saw her attractions height- 
ened by the tender oflice in which she was engaged, he was smitten 
with her beauty, and so ravished with her compassion, that he 
could not suppress his emotions, but applauded her benevolence 
with all the warnitli of enthusiasm. 

Pier ladyship received liis compliments with great politeness 
and aflability ; and tlio occasion on wiiieh they mot being ecpially 
interesting to botli, an acquaintance commenced between them, 
and they concerted rneasuros for the benefit of the widow and her 
two children, one of whom our hero bespoke for his own godson ; 
for Pickle was not so obscure in the /fca'U but that Ijis fame 

had reached the ears of this lady, who, therefore, did not dis- 
courage his advances towards lier friendship and esteem. All the 
particulars relating to tlioir charge being adjusted, ho attended 
her ladyship to her owu house ; and, by her conversaLion, had tho 
pleasure of finding her understanding suitable to her other accom- 
pliahuients ; nor had she any reason to think that our hero's 
qualifications had been exaggerated by common report. 

One of then' adopted children died before it was baptized ; so that 
their care concentrated in the other, for whom they stood sponsors. 
Understanding tliat the uld agent was become troublesome in his 
visit to tho motlier, to whom he now began to administer such 
counsel ns shocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed her 
into another lodging, where sho w'ould not bo exposed to his 
machinations. In less than a month, our hero learned from a 
nobleman of his acquaintance, that the hoary pander had actually 
engaged to procure for Iiini this poor aftlicted gentlewoman ; and 
being frustrated in his intention, substituted in her room, a nymph 
from the purlieus of Coveiit (larden, who made his lordship smart 
severely for thg favours she bestowed. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine cultivated his new acquaintance with all 
his art and assiduity, presuming, froi|f^ tho circumstances of her 
reputation and fate, as well as on the strength of his own merits 
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that, in timo, he should be able to indulge that pfission which had 
begun to glow within his breast. As her ladyship had undergone 
a vast variety of fortune and adventure, which he had heard indis- 
tinctly related, with niiuibcrlesB errors and inisrepresontationB, he 
w:i.s no sooner entitled by tho familiarity of communication to 
ask such a favour, than ho earnestly entreated her to entertfiin 
him witli the particulars of her story ; tmd, by dint* of importunity, 
she was at length prevailed upon, in a select party, to gratify his 
curiosity in those words. 


Chap. LXXXI.— Tlio Memolia of a Ijidy of Quality. 

“Uv the circumstances of the story which I am going to relate, 
you will bo oonvinced of my candour, while you arc informed of 
my indiscretion : you will be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that 
howsoever my head may liave erred, my heart hatli always been 
uncoiTiipterl, and that I have been iiiiliappy, ‘because [ loved; 
and was a woman.’ 

“ I believe 1 need not ob.sorve, that 1 w as tho only cliild of a man 
of good fortune, who indulged me, in my infancy, with all tho ten- 
doi'iie.s3 of paternal allecticni, and, when I w^as six years old, sent me 
to a private school, where I st.iycd till my ago was doubled, and 
became such a favourite, that 1 w\as, even in those early days, 
carried to all the places of ])ublic diversion, the court itself not 
excepted ; an iiidiiigonc(3 that flattered my love of pleasure, to 
which 1 w\as naturally laddictcd ; and encouraged those ideas 
of vanity and ambition, wdiich spring up so early in the liuinaii 
mind. 

‘‘I was lively and good-natured, my imagination apt to run riot, 
my heart liberal and disinterested ; plough I was so obstinately 
attached to my owoi opinions, that I could not well brook contra- 
diction ; and, in the whole of my dispo-sition, resembled that of 
Henry V. , as dcsci-ibed by Shakspeare. 

“ In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I was first intro- 
duccii into tho world as a woman, having been entitled to that 
inivilego by my person, whidi was remarkably tall for my years ; 
and there my fancy was (pute cai)tivated by the variety of diversions 
ill which 1 •ivas continually engaged : not that the parties wore 
altogether new to me, but because I m)w found myself considered 
as a person of conscquonco, and surrounded by a crowd of admirers, 
who courted niy acquaiutauce, and fed my vanity with iiraise and 
adulation. In short, wdiether or not 1 deserved their encomiums, 
I leave the world to judge ; but my person w-ns commended, and 
my talent in dancing met wdth universal applause. No wondor, 
then, that everything appeared joyous to a young® creature, who 
was BO void of experience and dissimulation, that she believed 
^verybk^y’s heart as sinceri^ as her own, uiid every object aueh as 
it appeared to bo. 
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“ Among the swains who sighed, or pretended to sigh, for me, 
were two that boro a pretty equal share of my favour, — it was too 
superficial to deserve the name of love. One of these was a forward 
youth of sixteoji, extremely handsome, lively, and impudent ; he 
attended in quality of page upon the Ih’incess Amelia, who spent 
tliat season at Bath: the^ other was a Scottish nobleman turned 
of thirty, who was graced with a red ribbon, and danced particu- 
larly well, —two qualifications of great weight wdth a girl of iny 
age, wdiose heart Avas not deeply interested in the cause. Never- 
theless, the page prevailed over this formidable rival ; tliough our 
amour went no further than a little fiirting, and ceased entirely 
AvJion I left the place. 

“Next year, however, I revisited this agreeable scone, and 
passed my tinio in tbo same circle of anuisemcnts ; in Avhicb, 
indeed, each season at Bath is exactly resembled by that Avhich 
succeeds, allowing for the difference of company, which is con- 
tinually varying. There T met with the same incense, and again 
had my favourite, who Avas a North Briton, and captain of foot, 
near forty years of age, and a little lame, — an impediment Avhicli I 
did nob discover, until it Avas pointed out by some of my coni- 
])finions, who rallied iiio upon my choice, lie aa^ih always elieerful 
and very amoi’ous, had a good countenance and an excellent 
umlorstancling, possessed a great deal of art, ami would have per- 
suaded me tr) marry him, had T nob been restrained by the autho- 
rity of my father, Avhose consent Avas not to bo obtained in favour 
of a man of his fortune. 

“At the same time, many proposals of marriage Avero made to 
my iiarcnts ; but as they came from pc 30 i)le Avliom 1 did not like, T 
rejected them all, being determined to refuse ca cry man Avho did 
not make bis addresses to myself in person, because I had no 
notion of marrying for anything but love. Among these formal 
jiroposers w'as a Scottish e.^rl, whose pretensions Avere broken off 
by Romo dilferenco about settlements ; and the son of an English 
baron, Avith whom my father AA^as in treaty, Avhen ho (‘arried mo 
lo towm on a visit to a young lady with Avhom I had been lutimato 
from niy infancy. She was just delivered of her first son, for 
whom v'c stood siionsors : so that tins occasion detained us a Avhole 
month, during wdiich I Avent to a ball at court on the queen’s 
birthday, and there, for the first time, felt what lov^o and beauty 
Avere. 

“The second son of Duke II , who had just returned from 

his travels, Avas dancing Avitli the princess royal, when a young 
lady came and desired mo to go and see a stranger, whom all the 
world admired ; upon which I followed her into the circle, and 
observed this object of admiration. He was dressed in a coat of 
Avhite cloth, faced with blue satin embroidered with silver, of the 
same piece AVith his Avaistcoab ; his fine hair hung doAvn his back 
in ringlets below his waist ; his hat was laecd with silver, and 
garnished with a white feather ; but his person beggared all 
description : he was tall and graceful, neither corpulent noj: 
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meagre, his limhs finely proportioned, his countenance open and 
majestic, his eyes full of sweetness and vivacity, his teeth regular, 
and his pouting lips of the complexion of the damask rose. In 
short, ho was formed for love, and inspired it wherever ho appeared ; 
nor was he a niggard of his talents, but liberally returned it, at 
least what pa8se<l for siicli ; for he haR a flow of gallantry, for 
which many ladies of this land can vouch from their own expe- 
rience : but he exclaimed against marriage, because he had as yet 
met with no woman t(j wlioso charms he would surrender his 
liberty, though a prinot'ss of Prance, and a lady (»f the same rank 
in , w'ere saiil to be at that time enaniourcd of his person. 

“I went home, totally engrossed by his idea, flattering myself 
that he had ohserv'ed me witli some attention ; for 1 was young and 
new, and had the good fortune to at tract the notice and a])probation 
of the (juocri herself. 

'‘Next day, being at the opera, I was agnicably surprised with 
the appearance of this amiable stranger, who no sejoner saw me 
ent()r, than lie approached so near to the place where I sat, that 1 
overheard what he said to his companions, and was so happy as to 
find mystdf the object of his discouixo, which abounded with 
ra])turou3 expressions of love and admiration. 1 could not listen 
to these transj»orts without emotion : my colour changed, niy 
heart throbbed witli unusual violence, and my eyes betrayed my 
inclination in sundry favourable glances, which he seemed to 
interpret aright, tliough ho could not thou avail liimsolf of his 
success so f,ir as to comiiiunicate his soutimoiits })y spcecli, because 
we wore strangers to each other. 

“ r passed that night in tlio most anxious suspense, and several 
days elapsed before I saw iiim again. At length, however, being 
at court on a ball niglit, and determined against dancing, I per- 
ceived him among tin; crowd, and, to iny*un.s|)eakable joy, saw him 

advance with my Lord P , wlio introduced liim to my aotpiaint- 

ance. Ho soon found means to alter niy resolution ; <«ud I con- 
descended to bo his partner all the evening, during which he 
declared his jiassion in the most tender and persuasive terms that 
real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination invent. 

“I believed his protestations, because I wished them true, and 
was an inexperienced girl of fifteen. I complied with his earnest 
request of being permitted to visit me, and even invited him to 
breakfast next nioriiiiig ; so that you may imagine (I speak to 
those that feel) T did not that night enjoy mucli repose. Such was 
the hurry and flutter of iny spirits, that f r(»se at six to receive him 
at ten. I dressed myself in a new pink satin gown and my best 
laced night-clothes ; and J was so animated by the occasion, that if 
ever 1 deserved a compliment upon my looks, it was my due at this 
meeting. The wdshed-for moment came that brought ifly lover to 
my view. I was overwhelmed with joy, modesty, and fear of I 
knew not wliat. We stit down |o breakfast, but did not eat. He 
renewed his addresses with irresistible elo(^uence, and pressed me 
to Accept of his hand without farther hesitation ; but to such a 

Y 
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precipitate step I objected as a measure repugnapt to decency, as 
well as to that duty which I owed to my father, whom I tenderly 
loved. 

“Though T withstood this premature proposal, I did not attempt 
to disguise the situation of my thoughts ; and thus commenced a 
tender correspondence, which was maintained by letters while I 
remained in the country, and carried on when I was in town by 
private interviews, twice or thrice a w'eck, at the house of my mil- 
liner, where sucli eiidearnieiits passed as refined and hai)py lovers 
know, and others can only guess. Trutli and innocence prevailed 
on my side, while his heart was frauglit with sincerity and love. 
Such frequent intercourse created an intimacy which I began to 
think dangerous, and therefore yielded to his repeated desire that 
we might be united for ever ; nay, 1 resolved to avoid him until the 
day should he fixed, and very innocently, though not very wisely, 
told him my reason for this determination, which was no other than 
a consciousness (►f my incayiacity to refuse him anything he should 
demand as a testimony of my love. 

“The time was accordingly appointed, at the distance of a few 
days, during which I intended to have iin]>lored my father’s 
consent, though I had but faint hopes of obtaining it ; but lie was, 
by some moans or other, ai)prisecl of our design befon? I could 
prevail upon myself to make him acquainted with our purpose, I 
had danced with my lover at the Ridottu on tlie preceding evening, 
and there perhaps our eyes betrayed us. Certain it is, several of 

Lord W ’fl relations, who disa}) 7 n‘ovcd of the match, came up 

and rallied him on liis [lassion. Lord 8 , in particular, used 

this remarkable expression ■ ‘ Nephew, as mucli love as you please, 
but no matrimony.’ 

“Next day, the priest being iiropared, and the bridegroom 
waiting for me at the ap]>ointed jdaco, in all tlio transports of 
impatient oxpectition, J was, without any previous warning, 
carried into the country by my father, who took no notice of the 
intelligence ho had reoeiveil, hui decoyed mo into the coach on 
pretence of taking the air ; and when we had proceeded as far as 
Turnham (Jreen, gave me to understand that he would dine in that 
place. 

“There was no remedy. J was obliged to bear my disappoint- 
ment, though with an aching heart, and followed liiTin upstairs into 
an apartment, where he told me ho was minutely informed of my 
matrimonial scheme. 1 did not attempt to di.‘^uiso the truth, bub 
assured him, while the tears gushed from uiy eyes, that my want of 
courage alone liindeied mo from making him privy to my passion'; 

though I owned 1 should have married Lord W , oven though 

ho had disapproved of my clmicc. 1 reminded him of the uneasy 
life I led Hit homo, and frankly acknowledged that I loved nxy 
admirer too well to live without him ; though, if he woukl favour; 
me with his consent, I would dofcn my intention, and punctually 
observe any day he would fix for our iiiiptials. Meanwhile,' ’I 
begged he would permit mo to send a message to liord W— , who . 
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was waiting in expectation of my coming, and might, without such 
notice, imagine I was playing the jilt. He granted this last request, 
in consequence of which I sent a letter to my lover, who, when ho 
received it had almost fainted away, believing I should be locked 
up in the country, and snat^ched for over from his arms. Tor- 
tured wdth these apprehensions, ho changed clothes^ immediately, 
and, takitig horse, resolved to follow mo whithersoever we should 

go- 

“ After dinner, wo proceeded as far as Brentford, where we lay, 
intending to bo at my fatlier’s country-house next niglit : and my 
admirer, putting up at the same inn, practised every expedient his 
invention could suggest to procure an interview ; but all his endea- 
vours were unsuccessful, because 1, who little dreamed of his being 
s<^ near, had gone to bod U])on our hrst arrival, overwhelmeil wdtli 
affliction and tears. In the moiuiiig I threw myself at my father’s 
feet, and conjured him, by all the ties of ]»iitoriial allbctiou, to 
indulge me with an ojiportunity of seeing luy admirer once more 
before I should be conveyed from liis wishes. The melancholy 
condition in which I preferred this supplication melLod the tender 
heart of my parent, who yielded to my solicitations, and carried 
me back to town for that purpose, 

“Lord W , who had watched our motions, and arrived at 

hia own lodgings before wo arrived at my father's house, obeyed 
my summons on the instant, and appeared before me like an angel. 
Our faculties were, for some minutes, suspended by a conhicl of 
grief and Joy. At length I recovered the use of speech, and gave 
him to understand that 1 was como to town in orrlor to take my 
leave of him, by the permissimi of my father, whom 1 hfid promised 
to attend into the country next day, before he would consent to 
my retuni ; the chief cause and iirctenco of which was my earnest 
desire to convince him that T was not to blame for the disap- 
pointment he had suffered, and that J sftould see him again in a 
month, when the luqitial knot should be tied in spite of all oppo- 
sition. 

“My lovor, who was better acquainted with the vvorld, had well 
nigh run distracted with this information. He swore ho would 
not leave me, until 1 should }»rotniso to meet and marry him next 
day ; or, if I refused to grant that reciuost, ho would immediately 
leave the kingt\oui, to which lie would never more return ; and, 
before hi.s departure, sacrifice lord H. B , son to the duke of 

A , who was the only person ui)on earth wdio could have 

betrayed us to my father, because he alone w'as trusted with the 
secret of our intended marriage, and had actually iindortaken to 
give mo away ; an office which ho afterward w declined. Lord 

W also affirmed, that my father decoyed me into f.lie country, 

with a view of cooping me ui), and seciueatoring me entirely from 
his view and correspondence. 

' “ In vain T pleaded my father’s well-known tenderness, and used 
all the ai-giinients I could rocolfbct to divert him from his revenge 
upon LoiS H . He was deaf to all iny represeaitations, and 
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nothing, T found, would i)rcvail upon him to suppress his resent- 
ment, hut ft positive promise to comply with his former desire. I 
told him I would hazard everything to make him happy ; but 
could not, with any regard to my duty, take such a step without the 
knowledge of my parent ; or, if I were so inclined, it w'ould Ixi 
impracticable to elude hi,s vigilance and Bus[)icion. However, ho 
employed such pathetic remonstrances, and retaine(f such a 
powerful advocate within my own breast, that, before we parted, 

1 assured him my whole power sliould be exerted for liis satisfac- 
tion ; and ho signified his rc^solutinu of sitting iij) all night, in 
expectation of seeing me at his lodgings. 

“ He had no sooner retired than I went into the next rf)om, and 
desired my father to fix a day for the marriage, in which case 1 
w'ould clieerfull}^ wait iijam him into the eountvy ; wdiereas, should 
ho deny my rcijuest, on jireteiiec of staying for the consent of rny 
mother’s relations, which was very uncertain, T ‘W^^uld seize the 

first opportunity of marrying L(*r<.l AV , cost what it w^ould. 

He consented to the match, hut w'ould not ajipoint a day for tho 
ceremony, which he pro])osed to defei* until all partitis should 
be agreed; and such a favourable crisis, 1 feared, would never 
ha])pcn. 

“J therefore resolved within myself to gratify my lover’s ex- 
pectation, by olojung, if possible, that vorv night; though the 
execution of this ])]an w'as extremely difficult, because 1113 ^ father 
was 111)011 the alarm, and my own maid, who was my bed-fellow, 
altogether in his interest. iNTotwitlisianding these considerations, 
I found means to engage one of the housemaids in my l)ehalf, who 
bespoke a hackne 3 ’'-ooacli, to hv. kept in w'ailing all night ; and to 
l)cd J went AVitli my abigail, whom, as I had not closed an eye, 1 
waked about live in the morning, and sent to ]>ack up some things 
for our intended journey. 

“While .she was thus ^Inployed, I got up and huddled on my 
clothes, standi Mg upon my ])ilIow, lest my father, w'ho lay in the 
chamber below, sliould hear me afoot, and suspect m 3 '’ design. 
Having dressed myself with great despatch and disorder, T flounced 
down stairs, stalking as heavil 3 ’^ ,i.s 1 could tread that he might 
mistake me for one of tho scrvaiAs, and my confederate opcuiing 
the door, I sallied into tho .street, tliough I knew not Avhich wray 
to,^rn ; and, to my unspeakable mortilicatioii, neither coach nor 
chair appeared. 

“Ilaving travelled rin foot a good way, in liopo of finding a 
convenience, and being not 01113 '- disapjiointed in that particular, 
but also bcwilderi'd in my peregrination, I began to be exceedingly 
alarmed w;ith the apprehension of being met by some person who 
might know me ; because, in that case, my design would undoubt- 
edly have been discovered, from every circumstance of my appear- 
ance at that time qf day : for 1 had put on the very clothes which 
I had pulled oft' over-night, so that my dress was altogether odd 
and peculiar ; my shoes were vcry*fiRe, and over a large hoop I 
wore a pink satin quilted petticoat trimmed with silver, which was 
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partly covered by a white dimity night-gown, a full quarter of a 
yard too short ; my handkerchief and apron were hurried on with- 
out pinning ; my nightcap could not contain ray hair, which hung 
about my ears in great disorder ; and my countenance denoted a 
mixture of hope and fear, joy and sliame. 

“In tj^ia dilemma, I made my addrtsses to that honourable 
member of society a shoe- black, whom I earnestly entreated to 
provide me with a coach or chair, promising to rew^ard him liberally 
for his trouble ; but he, liaving the misfortune to bo lame, wvia 
unable to keep up with pace ; so that, by his advice and direc- 
tion, I w'ent into the first public-house I found open, w^here I stayed 
some time, in the utmost consternation, among a crew of wretches 
w^hoin I thought proper to bribe for their civility, not without the 
terror of being stripped. At length, however, my messenger 
returned with a chair, of which 1 took immediate possession ; and 
fearing that, by'this time, my family would bo alarmed, and send 

directly to Lord W s lodgings, 1 ordered myself to bo carried 

thither backwards, that so I uiiglit pass undisc()vored. 

“This stratagem succeeded according to my wish: I ran up 
stairs in a state of trepidation to my faithful lover^ who waited for 
me with the most impatient and fearful siuspense. At sight of nio 
his eyes lightened with transport : he caught me in his arnis^ as 
the richest present irea\en could bestow ; gave me to understand 
that my father had already sent to his lodgings in quest of me ; 
then, applauding my love and resolution in the most rapturous 
terms, ho ordered a hackm^y-coiich to be called, and, that we might 
run no risk of soi^aration, attended mo to chui'cli, where we were 
lawfully joined in the sight of Iloavcii. 

“ His fears wore then all over, but mine recurred wdUi double 
aggravation ; I dreaded the sight of my father, and shared all the 
sorrow ho suffered on account of my undutiful behaviour ; for I 
loved him witli sucli piety of affection, that I would liavo endured 
cveiy other s]jccies of distress rather than have given him the least 
uneasiness ; but love, wliero ho reigns in full empire, is altogether 
irresistible, surmounts every difficult}^ and swallows up all other 
considerations. This was the case with me ; and now the irrevo- 
cable step was taken, my first care was to avoid his sight. With 

this view, I bogged that Lord W would think of some remote 

place in the country, to which we might retire for tlic present, and 
ho fortliwith conducted mo to a house on Bhickhcath, where we ,. 
wci*e very civilly received by a laughter-loving dame, who seemed 
to mistake me for one of her own sisterhood. 1 no sooner perceived 

her opinion, than I desired Lord W to undeceive her j upon 

which she was made acquainted with the nature of my situation, 
and showed ua into a private room, whore I called, for pen and 
paper, and wrote- an apology to my father for having actod contrary 
to his will in so important a concern, 

“Tliis task being performed, Jihe bridegroom gave mo to under- 
stand that there w^as a necessity for our being bedded immediately 
in order to render the marriage binding, lest my father should 
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discover and part us before consummation. I pleaded liard for a 
respite till the evening, objecting to the indecency of going to bed 
before noon ; but he found means to invalidate all iny arguments, 
and to convince mo that it was now my duty to obey. Rather than 
Imzard the imputation of being obstinate and refractory on the first 
day of iiiy probation, I cuffered myself to be led into ^ chamber, 
which was darkened by iny express stipulation, that iny shame and 
coiifiisiou might bo the bettor concealed ; and yielded to tho privi- 
lege of a dear husband, who loved mo to adoration. 

“About five o’clock in the aftoriuion wo were called to dinner, 
which wo liad ordered to bo ready at four j but such a paltry care 
had been forgotten amidst the transports of our mutual bliss. We 
gi>t up, however ; and when wo came down stairs, 1 was ashamed 
to see the light of day, or meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I ato 
little, said less, w^as hapi)y, though overwhelmed with confusion ; 
underwent a thousand agitations, some of which Vere painful, but 
by far the greater part belonged to rapture and delight : we were 
impanidisod in the gratification of our mutual wishes, and felt all 
that love can bestow and sensibility enjoy. 

“In the twilight we returned to Lord W ’s lodgings in town, 

where I rocoivecl a letter from my father, iiui>orting that ho would 
never see me again ; but thero was one circumstance in his manner 
of writing from which I conceived a happj" presage of his future 
indulgence. Tie had begun with his usual appellation of ‘Bear 
Fanny,’ which, though it w'as expunged to make way for the word 
‘Madam,’ encomviged me to hope that his iiaternal fondness was 
not yet extinguished. 

“i\t supper wo wore visited by Lord W ’s younger sister, 

who laughed at us for our inconsiderate match, though she owned 
she ouvied our happiness, and uflered me the use of her clothes, 
until J could retrieve my own. Slic was a 'woman of a great deal 
of humour, plain but genteel, civil, friendly, and perfectly well- 
bred. She favimred us with her company till the night w'as pretty 
far advanced, and did not take her leave till we retired to our 
apartment. 

“As our lodgings w''oro not spacious or magnificent, we resolved 
to see little company ; but this ’resolution was frustrated by tho 

numerous acquaintance of Lord W , who let in half the town ; 

so that J ran the gauntlet for a whole week among a set of wits, 
“who always delight in teasing a young creature of any note, when 
she hapi)ens to make such a stolen match. Among thc»se that 
visited us upon this occasion, was my lord’s younger brother, who 
was at that time in keeping with a rich heiress of masculine 
memory,. and took that opportunity of making a parade with his 
equipage, which was indeed very magnificent, but altogether dis- 
regarded by us, whose happiness oonsisted in the opulence of mutual 
love. 

“ This ceremony of receiving visits being performed, we weiifc to 

wait on his mother, the duchess of H , who, hearing I was 

an heiress, readily forgave her son for marrying without her 
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kiiowlodge and consent, and favoured us with a very cordial 
reception ; inaomuch that, for several months, we dinod almost 
constantly at her tiible ; and I must own, I always found her 
unaltered in her civility and affection, contrary to her general 
character, which was haughty and capricious. She was un- 
doubtedly a woman of great spirit and understanding, but subject 
to an infirmity which very much impair^ and disguises every other 
qualification. 

“In about throe weeks after our marriage, T was so happy as to 
obtain the forgiveness of my father, to whose house w^e repaired, 
in order to ])ay our respe^efs and submission. At sight of me ho 
wept ; nor did 1 behold his tears unmoved : rny heart was over- 
charged with tendcrueKs and sorrow for iiavmg offended such an 
indulgent parent : so that I mingled my tears with his, while my 
dear husband, whose soul was of the s(jftest and gentlest mould, 
melted wdth sympathy at the affecting scene, lleing thus rocou- 
eiJod to my father, wo attended him into the country, where we 
w'ere received by rny mother, who was a sensible, good woman, 
thougli not susceptible to love, and therefore loss apt to excuse a 
weakness to which she was an utter stranger. This was likewise 
the case with an uncle, from whom 1 had great expectations. Ho 
wa.s a plain, good-natured man, and treated u.s with groat courtesy ; 
though his notions, in tjonit of love, were not exactly conformable 
to ours. Nevertheless, I was, and seemed to be, so happy in my 
choice, that my family not only became satisfied ivith the .match, 
but extremely fond of Lord \V . 

“After a short stay with them in the country, wo returned to 
London, in order to bo introduced at court, and chon set out for the 

North, on a visit to my brother-in-law, the duke of H , wdio 

had, by a letter to Lord W , invited us to his liabitation. My 

father accordingly equipped us with horses and money ; for our 
own finances wore extremely slciideVn consisting only of a small 
pension allowed by his grace, upon whom the brothers were 
entirely dependent ; the father having died suddenly, before 
suitable provision c(juld be made fur his younger children. 

“ VVhen 1 took my leave of my relations, bidding adieu to rny 
paternal homo, and found n^solf launched into a world of care 
and trouble, though the voyage on which I had embarketl was 
altogether voluntary, and my companion the person on whom I 
doted to distraction, — could not help feeling some melancholy 
sensations, which, however, in a little time gave way to a train of 
more agreeable ideas. 1 was visited in town by almost all the 
women of fashion, many of whom, I perceived, envied me the pos- 
session of a man who had made strange havoc among their hearts, 
and some of them knew tho value of his favour. One in particular 
endeavoured to cultivate my friendship with singular marks of 
regard ; but I thought proper to discourage her vidvances, by 
keeping within the bounds of bare civility ; and indeed to none of 
thorn was I lavish of my cojnplaisanoe ; for I dedicated my whole 
time to the object of my affection, who engrossed my wishes to such 
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a degree, that although I was never jealous, because T had no reason 
to he so, I envied the lifii)i)ines3 of every woman whom he chanced 
at any time to liaiid into a coach. 

“The duchess of , who was newly married to the earl of 

P , a particular friend of Lord W ’s, carried mo to court, 

and presented me to the queen, who expressed her approbation of 
my i:>erson in very particulflr terms, and, observing the satisfaction 
that appeared in my coimtonance with marks of admiration, 
desired lier ladies to take ludice, how little happiness depended 
ii])on wealth, since there was more joy in my face than in all her 
court besides. 

“ Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm me with blushes, 
which her majesty seemed to behold with pleasure ; for she fre- 
(lueiitly repeated the remark, and showed me to all the foreigners 
of distinction, with many gracious expressions of favour. She wished 

Lord W ha]»piness instead of joy, and was jdeased to promise 

that she would provide for her jiretty beggars : and poor enough we 
certainly were in every article but love. Nevertheless, we felt no 
necessities, but i)assed the summer in a variety of pleasures and 

parties ; the greatest part of which was planned by Lord \V ’s 

sister, and another lady, who was at that time mistress to the prime 
minister. Tlie first was a wit, but homely in her ])erson ; the other, 
a woman of great beauty and masculine understanding ; and a par- 
ticular friendship subsisted between them, though they wore both 
lovers of power and admiration. 

“This lady, who sat at- the helm, was extremely elegant as well 
as expensive in her diversions, in many of which wo boro a share ; 
particularly in her partie.3 upon the water, which were contrived in 
all the inagniticerice of tfiste. In the course of these anuisoiiionts, a 
trilling circiiinstanoo occurred, which I shall relate as an instance of 
that jealous sensibility which cliaraci crized Lord W \s disposi- 

tion. A largo company oi Jadies and gentlemen having agreed to 
dine at Vauvhall, and sup at Marble-liall, where we ]»rof>osed to 
conclude the evening with a dance, one barge being insntiiciont to 
contain the whole com pan wo were divided by h»1s ; in conseqiuMice 
of whicli iny husband and 1 were parted. This 80 Y)aration was 
equally mortifying to us both, wljo, though married, were still 
lovers ; and my chagrin was increased, when I perceived thiit 1 was 

to sit by Sir W. Y , a man nf jirofessed gallantry ; for, although 

Lord W had, before his marriage, made his addresses to every 

woman he sfiw, 1 knew very well he did not desire that any person 
should make love to his wife. 

“That I might not therefore give umbrage by talking to this 
gallant, I conversed with a Scottish nobleman, who, according to 
common rej.ort, had formerly sighed among my admirers : by these 
means, in seeking to avoid one error, I unwittingly plunged myself 

into a greater, and disobliged L<»rd W so much, that ho could 

not conceal his displeasure ; nay, so deeply was he offended at my 
conduct, til, it in the evening, when thp ball began, he would scarce 
deign to take me by the hand in the course of dancing, and darted 
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such unkind looks as pierced me to the very soul. What augmented 
my concern, was my ignorance of the trespass I had committed. I 
was tortured with a thousand uneasy reflections : I began to fear 
that I liad mistaken his temper, and given my heart to a man who 
was tired of possession ; though I resolved to bear without complain- 
ing the misfortune I liad entailed upon myself. 

“I soized the first opportunity of spflaking to him, and thereby 
discovered the cause of his chagrin ; but, as there was no time for 
expostulation, the misunderstanding continued on his side with 
such evident marks of uneasiness, that every individual of the 
company made up to mo, and inquired about the cause of his dis- 
order ; so that I was fain to amuse tlioir concern by saying that ho 
had been ill the day before, and dancing did not agree with his 
constitution- JSo much was ho incensed by this unhappy circum- 
stance of my conduct, which wa*^ v(/iil (»f all intention to offend 
him, that he determined to be revenged of me for niy indiscretion ; 
and at supper, chancing to sit between Iwo very handsome ladies 
(one of whom is lately dead, and the other at present iny iioighbfuir 
in the couni ry), he affected an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted 
with them both. 

“Tliis w^is nob the only punishment he inflicted on his innocent 
wife. In the course of our entertainment, wo engaged in some 
simple diversion, in consequence of which the gontlemon were 

ordered to salute the ladies ; when Lord W , in 2 >iirforming this 

command, unkindly neglected me in my turn ; and I had occasion 
for all my discretion and pri<lo, to conceal from the company the 
agonies I felt at this mark of iudifleronoe and disre.sj)Oct, However, 
I olitaincd the victory over myself, and jiroteiidod to laugh at his 
husband -like behaviour, while the tears stood in my eyes, and my 
lieart swelled even to bursting. 

“Wo broke uj) about five, after having spent the most tedious 
evening I had ever knowui ; and this o^Jended lover wont to bed in 
a state of sullen .silence and disgust. Whatever desire I had to come 
to an explanation, I thought myself so much aggrittved by his 
unreasonable iirejudice, that T could not 2 )rovail iqion myself to 
demand a conference till after his first na}), when, my pride giving 
way to my tenderness, 1 clas]^ed him in my arms, tliougli he pre- 
tended to discourage these advances of my love. T asked how he 
could bo BO unjust as to take umbrage at iny civility to a man 
whom he knew 1 had refused for his sake ; I chid him for his bar- 
barous endeavours to awaken my jealousy ; and used such irre- 
sistible arguments in my own viudicatii>n, that he was convinced 
of my innocence, scaled my acquittal with a kind embrace, and we 
mutually enjoyed the soft transports of a fond reconciliation. 

“Never was passion more eager, delicate, or un^^served than 
that which glowed within our breasts. Far from being cloyed 
with the possession of each other, our raptures seem^'d to increase 
wdth the term of our union. When we wore parted, though but 
for a few hours, by the ije^cssary avocations of life, we wore 
unhappy during that brief separation, and met again like lovers, 
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who know no jt)y but in one anothoi’’s prcaence. How many 
delicious evenings did wo spend together, in our little apartment, 
after we had ordered the candles to be taken away, that wo might 
enjoy the agreeable reflection of the moon in a line summer’s 
evening ! Such a mild and solemn scene naturally disposes the 
mind to peace and benevolence ; but wdien improved with the con- 
versation of the man one ioves, it fills the imagination with ideas 
c»f inoflable delight. For iny own i)art, I can safely say, rny heart 
was so wholly engrossed by my husband, that I never took pleasure 
in any diversion where he was not personally concerned ; nor was 
I ever guilty of one thought repugnant to iny duty and my love. 

“ In tlie autumn Ave set out for the North, and were met on the 
road by the duke and twenty gentlemen, who conducted us to 

H n, where w'o lived in all imaginable splendour. His grace, 

at that time, maintained above a hundred servants, with a band 
of music, which always performed at dinner ; kejit open table ; and 
W'as visited by a groat deal of company. ’Fhe economy of his house 
was superintended by liia oldest sister, a beautiful young lady of 
an amiable temper, 'with wliom I soon contracted an iiitimato 
friendship. She and the duke used to rally mo upon m}" fondness 

for Lord W , who was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in a 

pet ; in which case ho w'ould leave the company, and go to bed by 
seven o’clock in the evening. On these occasions, I always disap- 

E eared, giving up every consideration to that of pleasing my 
iisband, notwithstanding tlie ridicule of lus relations, who taxed 
mo wdth having spoiled Inm with too much indulgence. But how 
could I express too much tenderness and condescension for a man 
who doted upon mo to sucli excess, that when business obliged 
liim to leave mo, lie alw'ays smitched tlio first op])ortuiiity to return, 
and often rode through darkness, storms, and temposts, to my 
arms ? 

“Having stayed about ^seven months in this place, 1 found 
myself in a fair way of being a mother ; and that I might be near 
my own relations in such an interesting situation, I and my dear 

companion departed from H n, not v/ithout great reluctance ; for 

I was fond of the Scots in general, who treated me with great 
hospitality and resi)ccb ; and, tothis^day, they pay mo the compli- 
ment of saying I was one of the best wives in that country, which 
is so justly celebrated for good women, 

“Lord \V , having attended me to my father’s house, was 

obliged to return to Scotland, to support his interest in being 
elected member of parliament ; so that lie took his leave of me, 
with a full resolution of seeing me again before the time of my 
lying-in ; and all the comfort T enjoyed in his absence was the 
perusal of his letters, which T punctually received, together with 
those of his sister, who, from time to time, favoured mo with 
assurances his constancy and devotion. Indeed, these testi- 
monials were necessairy to one of my disposition ; fur I was none 
of those who could be contented with half a heart. 1 could not 
even spare one complacent look to any other woman, but expected 
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the undivided homage of his love. Had I been disappointed in 
this expectation, I should, though a wife, have rebelled or died. 

‘ ‘ Meanwhile, my parent treated me with great tenderness, 

intending that Lord W should be settled in a house of his own, 

and accommodated with my fortune, and his expectations from the 
queen were very sanguine, when 1 was taken ill, and delivered of 
a doatl child, an event which affccfed me extremely. When I 
understood the extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
such violence that my breast could scarce contain it ; and my 
anxiety, being aggravated by the absence of my lord, produced a 
dangerous fever, of which he was no sooner a])[)rivSod by letter, than 
ho came post from Scotland ; but before his arrival T was supposed 
to bo ill fair way. 

During t.his journey, he was tortured with* all that tei’rible 
suspense which prevails in the roltids of those who are in danger 
of losing that which is most dear to them ; and when ho entered 
the house, was so much overwlielmcd with apprehension, that ho 
durst not inquire about the stilt e of my hoiilth. As for my part, 1 
never closed an eye from the time on wliicli 1 expected his return ; 
and when I hoard his voice, I throw open my curtiiiiis, and sat up 
in the bed to receive him, though at the hazard of iny life. Ho 
ran towards me with all the eiigerness of passion, and clasped me 
in his arms ; he kneeled by the bed-side, kissed my hand a thousjind 
times, and wept with transports of tenderness and joy. In short, 
this meeting was so pathetic as to overcome my enfeebled con- 
stitution ; and wo were parted by those wlio wore wiser than 
ourselves, and saw that nothing was so proper for us as a little 
rcp(xse. 

“But how shall I relate Uio deplorable transition from envied hap- 
piness to excess of misery w’hich I now sustained ! My month wjw 
hardly up, when my dear husband was taken ill ; perhaps, tho 
fatigue of body as well as mind, which he had undergone on my 
account, occasioned a fatal fenuoiit of his blood, and bis health fell a 
sacritice to his love. Physicians were called from London ; but, alas ! 
they brought no hopes of his recovery. By their advice, he was 
removed to town, for the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too preoious to be thrown away ; he was there- 
fore immediately put inbj tho coach, though the day was far spent ; 
and I, though exceedingly weak, accompanied him in the journey, 
which was performed by the light of flambeaus, and rendered 
unspeakably shocking by the dismal apprehension of losing him 
every moment. 

“At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings in PalLmall, 
where 1 lay by him on tho floor, and attended the issue of his dis- 
temper in all the agonies of horror and despair. In a little time 
*liis malady settled upon his brain, and in his delirium he uttered 
such dreadful exclamations, as wore sufficient to?*pierce the most 
savage heart ; what eflect then must they have had on mine, which 
was fraught with oveiy sentiment of the most melting affection 1 It 
was not a common grief that took possession of my soul ; 1 felt all 
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the aggravation of the most acute distress. T sometimes ratt down 
to the street in a fit of distraction : I sent for the doctors every 
minute ; 1 wearied Heaven with my prayers ; even now my 
heart aches at the remembrance of what I suffered, and I cannot, 
without trembling, proceed with the woful story. After having 
lain insensible some days, he recovered the use of speech, and 
called uj>on my name, whfch ho had a thousand limes Treated 
while he was bereft of reason. All hopes of his life were now relin- 
quislied, and 1 was led to his bedside to receive his last adieu, 
being directed to summon all my fortitude, and suppress my sor- 
row, that he might not be disturbed by my agitation. 1 collected 
all my resolution to support me in this aflectnig scene. 1 saw' 
my dear lord in extremity. The beauties of his youth were all 
decayed ; yet his eyes, though languid, retained unspeakable 
sweetness and exiiression. Ho felt his end approaching, put forth 
Ins hand, and, with a look full of complacency aiKUbenevolencc, 

uttered such a tender tale good Heaven I h(»w had 1 deserved 

such accumulated affliction, the bare reniembi'ance of which now 
melts me into tears ? Human nature could not iindeigo my situa- 
tion without sulFering an ec.stasy of grief. I clasped him in my 
arms, and kissed him a thousand times, with the most violent 
emotions of woe ; but I was torn from his embrace, and in a little 
time he was ravirthed for ever from my view. 

*‘Oii that fatal niorning whicli put a period to his life, 1 saw the 
duchess of L ap]iroach mj'^ bed, and, from her ap])earanco, con- 

cluded that he was no more ; yet 1 bogged she w'ould not contiviu 
the unhap]iy presage, by announcing Ids death ; and she accord- 
ingly preserveil the most emphatic silence. I got uj), ami trod 
softly over his head, as if I had been afraid of interrupting his 
rejiose. Alas ! he was no longer sensible of such disturbance. I 
was seized with a stupefaction <)f son’ow ; 1 threw up the window, 
and, looking around, thoiigr.Utlio sun shone with the in(>st dismal 
aspect ; everything was solitary, cheerless, and replete 
horror. , * 

“in tins condition J was, by the direction of my 
veyed to her house, where my faculties ivero so ovei^yferod 
the load of anguish winch oppressed .me, that 1 know pot what 
passed during tlie first days of my unliappy wddowliood'; this only 
I know ; the kind duchess ti'eatcd mo with all imaginable care and 
compassion, and carried me to her country lu)UBe, whei'e I stayed 
some months ; during which, she endeavoured to comfort me w'ith 
all the amusements she could invent, and laid me under such obliga- 
tions as shall never be erased from my remembrance ; yet, notwith- 
standing all her care and concern, I was, by my excess of grief, 
plunged into vt languishing distemper, for which my . physicians 
advised me to drink the Bath waters. ^ 

“In compliasice with this prescription, T went thither towards 
the end of summer, and found some benefit by adhering to their 
directions ; tliough I seldom went abroad, except when I visited 
my sister-in-law, who was there with the princess ; and, upon these 
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occasions, I nevor failed to attract the notice of the company, who 
were struck with the appearance of such a young creature in 
weeds. Nor was I free from the persecution of professed admirers : 
but, })eing dead to all joy, 1 was deaf to the voice of adulation. 

“About Cliristmas f repaired to my father’s house, where my 
sorrows were revived by every object tjjat recalled the idea of my 
dear lafticnted lord, Ihit these melancholy reflections I was obliged 
to bear, because 1 liad no other home or iiabitation ; being left an 
unprovided widow, altogether dependent on the aflectiou of my 
own family. During this winter, divers overtures were made to 
my father, by people who demanded me in marriage ; but my 
heart was not yet suftii'ieiitlv weaned from my former passion, to 
admit the thoughts of another master. Among those that i)ro- 
sonted their j)roi)o.sals, was a certain voiing mjbleman, who, upon 
the first news of Lord W — death, cauio post from Paris, in 
order to declare his jiassion. lie made his lirst ayipearanee in a 
liired chariot and six, accompanied by a big fab fellow, whom, as I 
aftorw'ards learned, he had engaged to sound his praises, with Mus 
promise of a thousand jiounds, in lieu of winch ho paid him with 
forty. AVhether it was with a view of screening himself from the 
cold, or of making a comfortable medium in ease of being over- 
turned, and falling under his weight 3" com]>?inion, I know' not ; but 
certain it is, the carriago w’as stulled with hay in such a manner, 
that, when ho arrived, the soi’vaiits w'cre at some pains in rum- 
maging and removing it, before they could come at their master, 
or help him to alight. When ho was lifted out of the chariot, he 
exhibited a viay ludicrous figure to the view ; he was a thin, 
meagre, sliiveriiig erl^at ure, of a low stature, with little black eyes, 
a long nose, sallow complexion, and pitted with the small -pox ; 
dressed in a coat of light brown frieze, lined with pink-coloured 
shag, a monstrous solitaire and liag, and, if I remember right, a 
pair of huge jack-boots. In a w'ord,^u8 whole appearance was so 
little calculated for inspiring love, that I had, on the strength of 
seeing him once before at Oxford, sot him down as tlie last man on 
earth whom I would choose to ivcd ; and I will venture to affirm, 
th^ he was in every particular the very reverse of my late 
husband. • 

“ As my father Avas not at home, ho stayed but one evening, and 
left his errand with my mother, to whom he was as disagreeable as 
to mjr'self ; so that liis jiroposal was absolutely rejected, and I heard 
no more of him during the siiace of three whole months, at the 
expiration of which I w'cnb to town, w'hcre this mortifying figure 
presented itself again, and renewed his suit, olFeririg such advan- 
tagoous terms of settlement, that iny father began to relish the 
match, and warmly recommended it to my consideration. 

“ Lord W ’s relations advised mo to embrace the opportunity 

of making myself independent ; lUl my acquaiutswee plied me 
with arguments to the same purpose ; I wa^ uneasy at home, and 
indifferent to all mankind. •! weighed the motives with the objec- 
tions, and with reluctance yielded to the importunity of my friends. 
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In consequence of this defcormiiiation, the little gontloinan was per- 
mitted to visit me ; and the manner of his address did not at all 
alter the opinion I had conceived of his character and understand- 
ing. I was even shocked at the prospect of marrying a man whom 
I could not love ; and, in order to disburthon my own conscience, 
took an opportunity of telling him, one evening, as we sat (^posite 
to each other, that it was not in my power to command my auction, 
and therefore he could not expect the possession of my heart, Lord 

W -’a indulgence having spoiled mo for a wife ; nevertheless, I 

would endeavour to contract a friendship for him, which would 
entirely depend upon his own behaviour. 

‘‘ To this declaration ho replied, to rny great surprise, that he did 
not desire mo to love him ; my friendahi]) was sufficient ; and next 
day repeated this strange instance of moderation in a letter, which 
I communicated to my sister, who laughed heartily at the contents, 
and i^ersuaded mo, that, since I could lovo no man, ho was tlio 
propei'ost person to be 1113^ husband. 

“ Accordingly, the wedding-clothes and equipage being prepared, 
the day — the fatal day — w’as lixed ! on the morning uf winch, I 

went to the house of my brother-in-law, the diiko of H , who 

loved me tenderly, and took my leave of the family , — a family 
which I shall always remember writh lovo, honour, and esteem. Ills 
grace received me in the most aflectionato manner, saying, at 

parting, ^ Lady \V , if ho docs not use you well , 1 will take you 

back again.’ 

“The bridegroom and I met at Ox Chapel, where the cere- 
mony was performed by the bishop (>f W , in presence of his 

lordsliip’s mother, my father, and another lady. Tlio nuptml knot 
being tied, we set out for my fjilher s house in the countiy, and 
proceeded full tw'cnty miles on our joiinity, before my lord opened 
his mouth, my thoughts having been all that time employed on 
something quite foreign to m’y present situation ; for I wjis then 
but a giddy girl of eigh.fceon. At length, my fatJier broke silence, 
and, clapping his lordship on the shoulder, told him ho was but a 
dull bridegroom : upon which iny lord gave him to understand 
that he was out of spirits. This dejection continued all the day, 
notwithstanding the refreshment of ;> identiful dinner, which he 
ate upon the road ; and in the evening we arrivinl at the place of 
our destination, where we wore kiiully received by my mother, 
though she had no liking to the matcli j and after supper we retired 
to our apartment. 

“ It was hero that I had occasion to iierceive the most disagree- 
able contrast between my present helpmate and my former lord. 
Instead of flying to my arms with all the eagerness of love and 
rapture, this ilianly representative sat moj)ing in a comer, like a 
criminal on execution-day, and owned he was ashamed to bed with 
a woman whose hand he had scarce ever touched. 

** 1 could not help being affected with his pusillanimous be- 
haviour : I remembered Lord W , i/\^ilo I surveyed the object 

before me, and made such a comparison as filled me with hqrmr 
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and disgust : nay, to such a degree did my aversion to this phan- 
tom prevail, that I began to sweat with anguish at the thought of 
being subjected to his pleasure : and when, after a long hesitation, 
he ventured to approach mo, I trembled as if 1 had been exposed 
to the embraces of a rattle-snake. Nor did the efforts of his love 
diminish this antipathy. Ilia attempts^were like the pa wings of 
an imp,*sent from hell to seize and torment some guilty wretch, 
such as are exhibited in some dramatic performance, which 1 never 
see acted without romemboiing my wedding-night. By such 
shadowy, unsubstantial, vexatious behaviour, was I tantalized, 
and robbed of my repose ; ami early next moining 1 got up, with a 
most sovereign contempt for niy bedfellow, wlio indulged himself 
in bed till eleven. 

“Having passed a few days in this place, T went lif)me with him 
to his house at Twickenham ; .jnd soon alter we were }>rosentcd at 
court, w-hen tlm queen was pleased to say to iiiy lord’s mother, she 
did not doubt tliat wc should be a happy coujdc, for I had been a 
good wife to my former husband. 

“Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in my new spouse, 
ho was not wanting 'in point of liberality ; L was ]jre8onted w'ith a 
very fine chariot studded with silver nails, and such a profusion 
of jewels, as furnished a joke to some of my acquaintance, who 
observed that I was formerly queen of hearts, but now metamor- 
phosed into tlio (iiiocn of diamemds. I now also had an opportu- 
nity, which 1 did not lot slip, of paying Lord W ’s debts from 

my privy purse : and on that score i‘eceived the thanks of his elder 
brother, who, though he had undertaken to discharge tliern, delayed 
tlie^ execution of his purpose longer than 1 thought they should 
remain unpaid. This uncommon spendour attracted the eyes and 
envy of niy competitors, who wore the more implacable in their 
rosentments, because, notwithstiuuling my marriage, I was as 
much as ever followed V)y the men* of gallantry and pleasure, 
among whom it is a constant maxim, that a w'oman never withholds 
Tier atfoctions from her husband w'ithout an intention io bestow 
them somewhere else. 1 never appeared without a train of ad- 
mirers, and my house in the country was always crowded with gay 
young men of quality. • 

“Among those who cultivated my good graces with the greatest 

skill and assiduity, were the Earl C , and Mr. S , brother 

to Lord F ; the foriiier of whom, in the course of his addresses, 

treated me with an entertainment of sui'in’isiiig magnificence, dis- 
posed into a dinner, supper, and ball, to which I, at his desire, 
invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with the like number of his 
own sex ; so that the whole company amounted to twenty-four. 
We were regaled with a most elegant dinner in ah apartment 
wliich was altogetlier superb, and served by gentlemen only, no 
livery servant being permitted to come within the door. In the 
afternoon we embarked in two splendid barges, being attended by 
a hand of nmsic in a third ; %iid enjoyed a delightful evening upon 
the rivet till the twilight, when we returned, and began the ball. 
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which was conducted with such order and taste, that mirth and 
good humour prevailed. No dissatisfaction appeared, except in 
Jhe countenance of one old maid, since married to a son of the duke 

of , who, though she would not refuse to i)arbako of such an 

agreeable entertainment, was displeased that 1 should have the 
honour of inviting her. .0 baleful Envy ! thou self-tormenting 
fiend ! how dost thou predominate in all assemblies, from tne grand 
gala of a court to the meeting of simple peasants at their harvest- 
home ! Nor is the ju’e valence of this sordid passion to be wondered 
at, if wc consider the weakness, pride, and vanity of our sex. The 
presence of one favourite man shall poison the enjoyment of a 
vrholo company, and produce the moat rancorous enmity, betwixt 
the closest friends. 

“1 danced with the master of the ball, wlio employed all the 
artillery of his elorpiencc in making love ; yet I did not listen to 
Ill's addresses, for ho was not to my taste, though he possessed an 
agreeable person, and a good accpiired understanding ; but he was 
utterly ignorant of tliat gentle prevailing art which I afterwards 

experienced in Mr. 8 , and which was the only method ho could 

have successfully practiseil iu seducing a young woiihin like me, 
born with sentiments of honour, and trained up in the paths of 
religion and virtue. This young gentleman was, indeed, absolute 
master of those insinuating qnaliiicatious which few women of 
passion and sensibility can resist ; and h.'ul a person every way 
adapted for protiting by tliese insidious talents. He was well 
accpiaintcd with the human heart, conscious of his own power and 
capacity, and exercised these endowments with unwearied perse- 
verance. Ho was tall and thin, of a shape and size perfectly 
agreeable to my taste, with lirgo blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, 
and a long head turned to gallantry. His behavit^ur was the 
standard of politeness, and all his advances were *cuntluctod with 
the most profound respect, ^\hich is the most effectual expedient a 
man can use figaiiist us, if he can find means to persuade us that 
it proceeds from the excess and delicacy of his passion. It is no 
other than a silent compliment, by which our accomplish monts are 
continually flattered ; and pleases in proportion to the suxiposed 
understanding of him Avho jiays it. '* 

“By these arts and advantages this consummate politician in 
love began by degrees to sa)) the foundations t)f my conjugal faith ; 
he stole imperceptibly into iny affection, and, by dint of oppor- 
tunity, which he well knew liow to improve, triumphed, at last, 
over all his rivals. 

*‘Nor was he the only person that disputed my heart with Earl 

0 . That nobleman wiis also rivalled by Lord 0. H , a 

Scotchman, Who had been an intimate and relation of my former 
husband. Him I would have preferred to most of his competitors, 
and actually *. 2 oquetted with him for some time : but the amour 
was interrupted by his going to Ireland ; upon which occasion, 
understanding that he was but indifferdntly provided with money, 

1 made him a present of a gold snuff-box, in which was inclosed a 
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bank-note ; a trifling mark of my esteem, which he afterwards 
justified by the most grateful, friendly, and genteel behaviour ; 
and, as wo corresponded by letters, I frankly told him that Mr. 

S had stepped in, and won the palm from all the rest of my 

admirers, 

“This ^ew favourite’s mother and staters, who lived in the 
neighbourhood, were my constant coni])anion8 ; and, in conse- 
quence of this intimacy, he never let a day pass without paying 
his respects to me in person ; nay, so ingenious w-as he in con- 
triving the moans of promoting his suit, that whether I rode or 
walked, went abroad c>r stayed at home, lie was always of course ono 
of the ])art;y ; so that his design seemed to engross liis whole vigilance 
and attention, 'riius he studied my dispf)sition, and established him- 
Bc]f in my good opinion at the same time, lie found that my heart 
was susceptible of every tender impression, and saw that 1 was not 
free from the vaiuty of youth : he had already acquired my friend- 
ship and esteem, from which ho knew there was a short and easy 
transition l(^ love. By his penetration, choosing proper seasons for 
the theme, ho urged it with sucli pathetic vows and artful adula- 
tion, as well might captivate a young woman of my complexion 
and inexperience, and circumstanced as 1 was with a husband 
whom 1 had such reason to despise. 

“ Though ho thus made an insensible progress in my heart, he 
did not find my virtue any easy conquest ; and I myself was 
ignorant of the advantage he had gained, with regard to my incli- 
nations, until I was convinced of his success by an alarm of 
jealousy which T ono day felt, at seeing him engaged in conver- 
sation with another lady. 1 forthwith recognized this symptom 
of love, with which I liad been formerly acquainted, and trembled 
at the discovery of my own w'cakness. 1 underwent a strange 
agitation and mixture of contrary sensaWcnis : I was pleased with 
the passion, yet ashamed of avowing it oven to my own iniinl. The 
rights of a husband, though mine wras but a nominal one, occurred 
to niy reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour forbade mo to 
-cherish the guilty flame. 

‘ ‘ When I encouraged these laudable scru])lcs, and resolved to 
sacrifice my love to duty and reputation, my lord was almost every 
day employed in riding post to my father, with complaints of my 
conduct, which was hitherto irreproachtible ; though the greatest 
grievance which ho protended to have suffered was my refusing to 
comply with his desire, when he entreated mo to lie a whole hour 
every morning, with my neck uncovered, that, by gazing, lie might 
quiet tho perturbation of his spirits. From this request you may 
judge of the man, as well as of the regard I must entertairx for his 
character and disposition. 

“During tho whole summer I was besieged by my artful undoer, 
and in the autumn set out with my lord for Bath', where, by reason 
of the intimacy that subsisted between our families, we lived in, 
the same house with my lover and his sister, who, with anotlier . 
agreeable young lady,- accompanied us in this expedition. By tbi|; 
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time Mr. S had extorted from mo a confession of a mutual 

flame, though I assured him that it should never induce mo to give 
up the valuable possessions of an unspotted character and a con- 
science void of oflence. I ottered him all the enjoyment he could 
reap from fin unreserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from any 
sensual consideration. /He eagerly embraced the Platonic pro- 
posal, because ho had sagacity enough to foresee the issue of such 
chimericfil contracts, and knew mo too well to think he could 
accomplish his purpose without seeming to acquiesce in my own 
terms, and cultivating my tenderness under the specious pretext. 

“In consequence of this agreement, we took all opportunities of 
seeing each other in private ; and these interviews were spent in 
mutual protestations of disinterested love. This correspondence, 
though dfingerous, was on my side equfilly innocent and endearing ; 
and many happy hours wo }>assed before my sentiments were dis- 
covered. At length my lover was taken ill, and then my passion 
burst out beyond the power of coiicecilinont ; my grief and anxiety 
became so conspicuous in my countenance, and my behaviour was 
flo indiscreet, that everybody in the house perceived the situation 
of iny thoughts, and blamed my conducli accordingly. 

Certain it is I was extremely im])rudu 2 it, though intentionally 
innocent. I have lain whole nights ])y my lord, wdio teased and 
tormented me for that which neither I could give nor he could 
take, and ruminated on tlie hital coiiserpieiico of this unhappy 
flame, until I was worked into a fever of disquiet. I saw there 
was no safety but in flight, and often determined to banish myself 
for ever from tho sight of this dangerous intruder ; but ray reso- 
lution always failed fit tho approach of day, and my desire of 
seeing him as constantly recurred. So far was I from persisting 
in such commendable determinations, that, on the evo of our 
departure from Batli, 1 felt the keenest pangs ol sorrow at our 
approaching sei^aration ; and as we could not en joy our private 
interviews fit iny house in towm, I promised to visit him at his own 
apartments, after ho liad swoni by all tliat is sacred that ho would 
take no sinister fulvfintago of my condescension, by presuming^ 
upon the oiiportunities I should give. 

“ tie kejjt his word ; for lie saw 1 trusted to it with fear aud 
trembling, and perceived that my apprehension was not atfocted, 
but the natural concern of a young creature, distracted between 
love and duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never ivould have S^on 
w ithin his doors .again. Instead of pressing mo with solicitations 
in favour of his passion, Iio was more than ever respectful and 
complaisant ; so tliat T found myself disengaged of all restraint, 
conducted the conversation, shortened and repeated my visits at 
iny own pleasure, till at last 1 became so accustomed to this com- 
munication, that his lioiise was as familiar to me as ray own. 

‘‘Havihg in this manner secured himself in my confidence, ho. 
resumed the favourite topic of love, and, wanning my imo^ttation 
by gradual advances on the subject, my heart began to pant. 
When he saw me thus moved, he snatched the favourable occasion 
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to practise all his oloqueiico and art : I could not his energy, 
nor even fly from the temptation that assailed until ho had 

obtained a promise that ho should, at our next. jgAtiiig, reap the 
fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this cj^^uKion I was per- 
mitted to retire, and blessed Heaven for my fully deter- 

mined to coiitinuo in tho path of virtutj^ 1 h^id^itherto trod, and 
stifle th# criminal flame by which my pe^edmd reputation wero 
endangered. But his idea, which reign^d^™ my heart without 
control, soon baffled all those prudent sugg^tions. 

“I saw him again; and ho reminded me of my promise, 'which 
1 endeavoured to evade with alfectod pleasantry ; upon which ho 
manifested tho utmost disjdeasnre and chagrin, shedding some 
crocodile tears, and upbraiding me with levity and indiflerence. 
He observed, that lie liad solicited my fjivour for teii long montlia 
without intermission, and ima'.^iiiod I hatl held out so long on 
virtuous motivijs only ; but now he could plainly perceive that his 
want of success had been owing to my want of affection, and that 
all my professions were insincere : in a word, ho i)ersuadcd mo that 
his remonstrances were just and reasonable. I could not see the 
affliction of a man I loved, when 1 knew it was in my power to 
remove it ; and, rather than forfeit his opinion of my sincerity and 
l(jve, I consented to his wish. My heart now flutters at the remem- 
brance of tho dear, though fatal indiscretion ; yet 1 )'ettect without 
remorse, and even remeiabor it with j)leasure. 

‘‘If 1 could not avoid the censure of tho world, T was resolved 
to boar it without repining ; and sure tlie guilt, if there was any 
in my conduct, was but venial ; for 1 considered nij'sclf as a person 

absolved t»f all matrimonial ties, by the insignificance of Lord , 

who, thougli a iKJininal husband, was in fact a mere nonentity. I 
therefore contracted a new engagement with my lover, to which I 
resolved to adhere with tho most scrupulous fidelity, without tho 
least intention of injuring my lord or«his relations ; for had our 
mutual passion produced any visible effects, 1 would immediately 
have renounced and abandoned my liusband for ever, that the fruit 

of my love for Mr. S might not have inherited, to the detriment 

of tho right heir. This w’as iny determination, which 1 thought 
just, if not prudent. ; and for amIhcIi 1 have incurred the imputation 
of folly, in the opinion of this wise and honest generation, by whose 
example and advice I have, since that time, been a little reformed 
in point of prudentials, though 1 still retain a strong tendency to 
return to my primitive way of tliinking. 

“ When I quitted Mr. S , after the sacrifice I liad made, and 

returned to my own bed, it may perhaps be supposed that 1 slept 
but little. True ; 1 was kept awake by the joyful impatience of 
revisiting my lover. Indeed, 1 neglected no opportunity of flying 

to his arms. When Lord was in tho country wo enjoyed 

each other's company without interruption ; but when he resided 
in town, our correspondence was limited to stolon interviews, 
which were unspeakably dolioious, as genuine love presided at 
entertainment. 
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“ Such was my happiness in the course of this tender communica- 
tion, that to this day J remember it with pleasure, though it has 
cost mo dear in tho sequel, and was at that time enjoyed at a con- 
sidorcablo expense ; for I devoted myself so entirely to rny lover, 
who was desirous of engrossing my time and thoughts, that my 
acupiaintanco, which was* very numerous, justly accused me of 
neglect, and of consequence cooled in their friendships ; ^ut I was 
‘ ail for love, or the world well lost ; ’ and were tho same oppor- 
tunity to offer, I w'ould act tho same conduct over again. 

“Some there arc who possibly may wonder how I could love 
twice with such violence of aftectioii ; but all such observers must 
bo imacquaintod with tho human hoaj’t. Mine was naturally adapted 
for the tender passions ; and had been so fortunate, so cherished, 
in its first impressions, that it felt with j»»y the same sensations 
revive, when influenced by tho same engaging qualifications. Cer- 
tain it is, 1 loved tho second time as well a.s tho 'first, and better 
was impossible. 1 gave up my all for both : fortune and my 
father’s favour for the one ; reputation, friends, and fortune for the 
other. Yet, notwithstanding this intimate couiicction, 1 did not 
relinquish the world all at once; on tho contraiy, 1 si ill appeared 
at court, and attracte<l the notice and a])})robatio»i of my royal 

patroness. I danced with tho V of W ; a circumstance 

whicli so nearly atfected IVIr. S , wdio was present, that, in order 

to manifest his resentment, he chose the ugliest woman in tho ball 
for his partner; and 1 no sooner pcrcoi\cd his uneasiness, than I 
gave over, with a view of appeasing his displeasure. 

“Without repeating i)articular circumstances, let it suffice to 
say, our mutual passion was a jierfect cojiy of tliat which had 

subsisted between me and my dear lord W ; it was jealous, 

molting, and delicate, and clic(|Liered with little accidents, which 
serve to animate and maintain the flame in its first ardency of rap- 
ture. Wlien my lover waJ sick, I attencleil and nursed him with 
indefatigable teutlornoss and care ; and during an indisposition 
which J caught in the pcrfm’mance of this agreeable office, ho dis- 
charged tho obligation with all the warmth of sympathy and love. 

“It was, li<»wcver, judged necessary by the physicians that I 
should use the Bath waters for thb recovery of my health ; and f 
set oui for that place, glad of a pretence to be absent from Lord 

, with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. He had, about 

nine months after our marriage, desired that we might sleep in 
separate beds, and gave a very whimsical reason for this proposal, 
He said, the immensity of his love deprived him of tho power of 
gratification ; and that some commerce with an object, to which his 
heart was pot attached, might, by diminishing the transports of his 
spirits, recompose his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the fruits of 
his good fortune. 

“ You mlly be sui;o I made no objections to this plan, which was 
immediately put in execution. He made his addresses to a nymph 
of Brury-lane, whose name, as he told me, was Mrs. Bock- She 
made shift to extract some money from her patient ; but his infirmity 
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was beyond the power of her art, though she made some mischief* 
between us ; and I communicated my suspicion to the duko of 

H , who intended to have expostulated with her upon the 

subject ; but she got intimation of his design, and saved him the 
trouble by a precipitate retreat. 

“After iny return from Bath, where l?^r. S and I had lived 

happily, \intil we were interrupted by tlie arrival of my husband, 
his lordship expressed an inclination to be iny bedfellow again. In 
this particular T desired to be excused : I would not be the first to 
propose the separation, which, though usual in other countries, is 
c(»ntrary to the custom in Englainl, being unwilling to furnish the 
least handle for censure, as niy char.icter was still unbleniishod ; 
yet, when the proposal came from him, I thought myself entitled 
to refuse a re-union, to which I accordingly objected.’ 

“This oppo.sition produced a qinrrcl, which rose to a state of 
perpetual animosity ; so that began to talk of parting. My lord 
relished the expedient, agreeing lo add three hundred pounds a 
year to my pin-money, which, by the bye, was never paid ; and 1 
renounced all state and grandeur, to live in a small house that 1 
hired at Carshalton, where I [»assed my time for two mouths, in 
the most agreeable retirement, with my dcjir lover. At lengtli I 
was disturbed by tlio intrusion of my lord, who molested me with 
visits and solicitations to return, prot(;n<ling that he had changed 
his mind, and insisting ujion my compliance with his desire. 

“1 exhausted my invention in endeavours to evade liis request, 
but he persecuted me without ceasing ; so that 1 was fain to capitu- 
late, on condition that ho should immediately set out for France, and 
that he should not presume to approach my bed until our arrival 
at Calais. We accordingly departed for tli.it kingdom ; and, far 
from infringing the least article of our treaty, his lordsliip did not 
insist upon his privilege before w^c reached the capital of France. 

“ Meanwhile, I beg:in to feel the olhtit of my jiassioii in a very 
interesting manner, and communicated my discovery to the dear 
author of it, who w’ould not leave mo in such an alFecting situation, 
but took the first opportunity of following us to Franco. 

“In our road to Paris, w^e stopped to visit Chantilly, a magnifi- 
cent chateau belonging to the prince of Condi5, and there met by 
accident with some English noblemen, to whom I was known. The 
prince and his sisters invited me very politely into the gallery 
where they sat. They complimented me on my person, and seemed 
to admire my dress, which was altogether new to tliem, being a 
blue English riding-habit, trimmed w'ith gold, and a hat with a 
feather. They were particularly well pleased with my hair, which 
hung down to my w'aisb ; and pressed me to stay a fortnight at 
their house, — an invitation which I was very much mortified at 
being obliged to refuse, because my lord did not understand the 
French language. I was enchanted Avith the place ahd the com- 
pany, the women being amiable, and the men polite : nor wore 
they strangers to my name find story ; for Mr. S- — calling at 
the same place a few days after, they rallied him on my account. 
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* “ When we arrived at Paris, the first thing 1 did was to meta- 
morphose myself into a French woman. I cut off my hair, hid a 
very good complexion of my own with rouge, reconciled myself to 
powder, whicli I had never used before, put on a robe with a large 
hoop, and went to the Tuilerics, full of spirits and joy ; for at that 
time everything conspired /:o make me happy : I had health, youth, 
and beauty, love, vanity, and afiluence ; and found inykelf sur- 
roimdod with diversions, which were gay, new, and agreeable.' 
My appearance drew upon me the eyes of the whole comi)any, who 
considered me as a stranger, but not a foreigner, so completely was 
1 equipped in the fashion of the French ; and when they under- 
stood who I was, tlioy applauded my person with tlio most lavish 
encomiums, according to their known politeness. 

“After having made a circuit round all the public places of 
entertainment in Paris, I was introduced into company by an 
English family residing in that city : and among •others became 
acquainted with a French lady, whose charms were remarkably 

attractive. The duke of K w.as her admirer ; but sbe lived in 

rei)utatu)n with her mother and an agreeable sister, whoso lover 

was the i)rinco of C , for almost every lady in Franco has her 

aitwint. 

“With this charming woman, who.se name was Madame de la 

T , [ often made parties of pleasure. The duke, Mr. 8 , she, 

and 1 used to meet in the Pois de Boulogne, which is a pleasant 
wood at a small distance from I’aria, width er the company repairs, 
in the suiumcr season, for the benefit of the air j and, after having 
amused ourselves among the giovcs, embarked in his grace’s 
equipage, which was extremely elegant, being a calash drawn by 
six fine long- tailed grays, adorned with ribbons in the French 
taste ; and thus we were conducted to a little enchanted, or at 
least enchanting, jialaco, jiossessod by the duke, at one end of the 
town. The lower apaitmo'nt, appropriated to me, was furnished 
with yellow and silver ; the bed surrounded with looking-glasses ; 
and the door opened into the garden, laid out in a cradle- walk, and 
intervening parterres of roses and other flowers. Above stairs my 
female compaiiion lodged in a chamber furnished with chintz. Wo 
supped together in the saloon, which, though small, was perfectly 
elegant. The company was always good-humoured, the conversation 
sprightly and joyous, and the scene, tliough often repeated, still 
delightful and entertaining: 

“ At other times, Mr. S and T used to pass our evenings at 

the palace of the prince of C , which his highness lent'ua for 

our accommodation : the apartments opened into the gardens of the 
Luxerabouiy, and were, in point of magnificence, suitable to the 
owner. Thither I used to repair in. a flaming equipage, on pretdnce . 
of visiting, and spent the best part of the night wdth him who was 
dearer to md than all, the princes in the world. ■ 

“While X was happil^r engaged in these ravishing parties, mjr 
little lord was employed in efforts to fncover his health by testora-^ 
tives, and I know not what ; for he still lamented the enfeebling 
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effecfca of his i^assion, and complained that he loved me more like 
an angel than a woman, though he strove to govern his affection 
awordinjj to the doctrines of the Christian religion, as he regulated 
his life by the maxims of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. The 
meaning of this declaration I could never learn ; and, indeed, I 
have been often tempted to believe ho had no meaning at all. 

“Bo tkat as it will, I found my size visibly increasing, and my 
situation extremely uneasy, on account of the i)erpetual wrangling 
which prevailed betwixt ua, in consequence of his desiring to sleep 
with mo again, after we had parted beds for the second time ; and, 
that I miglit no longer ))e exposed to such disagreeable persecution, 
I resolved to leave him, though at the hazard of my life. 

“Thus determined, I went to the British ambassador in a 
hackney-coach ; and, in order to disguise my youth, which might 
have prepossessed him against my Judgirnuib, mufHed myself up in 
a black hood, \vJiich, as ho said, instead of lending an air of gravity 
to my countenance, added a wildness to luy looks which was far 
from being disagreeable, lie had been a gallant man in his youth ; 
and even then, though well stricken in years, was nut insensible to 
the power of boauly. This disposition, jierhaps, rendered him 
more favourable to my cause, though ho at first advised me to 
return to my husband ; but finding me obstinate, ho undertook to 
serve me in my own way, and procure protection from the French 
king, by virtue of which I could live at Paris unmolested by my 
lord. Nevertheless, ho advised me, if 1 was determined to leave 
him, to make the best of my w ay to England, /iiid sue for a divorce. 

“ I relished his opinion, and concealed myself about three days 
in Paris, during wdiich I borrowed some linen ; for, as it was imiios- 
sible to convey anything out of my own house without suspicion, 
I had neither clothes for my accommodation, nor a servant to wait 
on me. 

“ In this solitaiy condition I took the road to Flanders, after I 
had put my lord upon a wrong scent, by writing a letter to him, 
dated at Calais, and travelled through an unknowui countiy, 
without any otlior attendant than the postilion ; being subjected 
to this incoiivcniciico by tlie laws of France, which are so severe in 
some particulai’s, th.at if any person had been apprehended with 
mo, he would have suffered death, for going off with a man’s wife ; 
though any man miglib go to bed wuth the same woman without 
fear of incurring any legal punishment. 

“I proceeded night and day without intermission, that I might 
the sooner reach Flanders, where I knew I should be safe ; and as 
the nights were excessively cold, I w^as fain to wrap myself up in 
flannel, which I bought for tho pui^pose, as I had no clothos to keep 
mo. warm, and travelled in an open chaise. While we passed 
through dreary woods, quite remote .from the habitations of men, I 
\faB not without apprehension of being stripped and ipiurdered by 
the postilion ; and in all probability owed my safety to the 
indigence of my appearance^ which might also protect me in. two 
miseralblo places where I was obliged to lie, before t got out of the 
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territories of Franco ; for, as I could not reach the great towns 
where I intended to lodge, I was under the necessity of putting up 
at little wretched hovels, whore no provision was to bo had but 
sour brown bread and sourer cheese ; and everything seemed to 
denote the dens of despair and assassination. 

“ I made sliift, however, to subsist on this fare, uncomfortable as 
it was ; confided in the nvsannoss of my equii)age for the security 
of my person ; and at length arriving at Brussels, fixed iny quarters 
in the Hotel do Flandre (so w'ell known to tho English since), 
where T thought myself extremely happy in the accomplishment 
of my liiglit. 

“ I had not been full two days in 'this place, when I was blessed 
with a sight of my lover, who followed me on the wings of love, in 
pursuance of the plan w(j had ]>rojected before my departure from 
l^iris. Here we concerted measures for proceeding to England. 

I liircd a tall, fine Liegcoise for a maid ; and, setting out for Ostend, 

we embarked in a vessel in which Mr. S had! bespoken our 

passage. Our voyage was short and prosjierous, and the time 
most agreeably spent in the company of my dear partner, who was 

a most engaging man in all respects, as 1 dare say my Lady O 

has since found him. 

“ i assumed a fictitious name, took priv^ate lodgings in Poland- 
street, retained lawyers, jind commenced a suit for separation 
against my lord. 1 communicated the reasons of my elopement to 
my father, who was shocked and surprised at my conduct, which 
he condemned with expressions of sorrow and resentment. But 
tho gftep was taken ; nor did I repent of what I had done, except on 
his account. 

“ In the morning after my arrival at London, T waited upon the 
lord chief justice, to whom J complained of the usage I had received 
from my lord, whose temper was teasing, tiresome, and intolerably 
capricious. Indeed, lus behaviour was a strange compound of 
madness and folly, seasoned with a small proportion of sense : no 
wonder then that I, who am hot and hasty, should bo wretched 
under the persoculiun of such a perverse humourist, who used to 
terrify mo, and scold at me the whole night without intermission, 
and shako my pillow from time to time, that I might not sleep, 
while ho tormented mo with his disagreeable expostulations. I 
have been often frightened almost out of my senses at seeing him 
convulsed with the most unreasonable passion ; and chagrined to 
tho highest degree of disgust, to find, by repeated observation, 
his disposition so preposterous, that his satisfaction and displeasure 
never depended upon the cause he had to be satisfied or disobliged ; 
but, on the contrary, when he had most reason to be pleased ho 
was always most discontented, and very often in good humour 
when he had reason enough for vexation. 

“ While I lived in Poland-street I was engaged with lawyers, 
and so ofteif visited by my father, that 1 could not dedicate my 
whole time, as usual, to my lover ; nor was it convenient that he 
should be seen in my company ; he therefore took a small house at 
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Camberwell, whither I went as often as I had an opportunity ; and 
maintained the correspondence with such eagerness and industry, 
that, althougli I was six months gone with child, I have often, by 
myself, set out for his habitation, in a liackney-coach, at eleven 
o’clock at night, and returned by six in the morning, that I might 
be in iny own bed when my father came t(* see mo ; for J concealed 
my amcmr, as well as the effects of it,*froin his kiiowleclgo ; and 
frequently took water from tlie Bridge, that my motions miglit not 
be discovered. Nothing but the most i)assionate love could have 
supported my spirits under such vicissitudes of fatigue, or enabled 
my admirer to sj)end whole days by himself in sucli a solitary 
retirement. 

“ By this lime my lord was arrived in England, and employed 
in discovering the ]jlace of my retreat ; so that I lived in continual 
alarm, and provided myself with a speaking-trumpet, wliich stood 
by my bedside^, to bo used in calling for assistance, in case my 
imrsuer shoukrmako an aUa^ k u]u)ii my lodgings. 

“This situation being extremely unot)mf(*rtable, 1 had no sooiior 
begun my process against him, than I put myself entirely under 

the protection of Mr. S , who eoudiicted me tv the house rf a 

friend of his who lived in the country, Avliero 1 was secure Iroin 
the attempts of my husband. The world had now given me up, 
and I had ren<iunced the world with the most perfect resignation. 
I weighed in my own breast what 1 should lose in point of charac- 
ter with what I suffered in my peace at homo, and found that my 
reputation was not to bo preserved, excejit at the exjiense of my 
quiet ; for his lordship was not disposed to make me easy, had X 
been ever so discreet. I therefore determined to give up a few 
ceremonial visits, and empty professions, for tho more substantial 
enjoyments of life. 

“We passed our time very agreeably, in various amusements, 

with this friend of Mr. S , until ^the term of my reckoning 

was almost exjiired ; then returned to Loiidfiii, and took lodgings 
in Southampton-streot, where T began to make proiiarations for 
the approaching occasion. Here I proposed to Jive with the 
utmost circumspection. I disguised my name, sav/ nobody but 
my lawyer and lover, and i^ever aiqiroached the window, lest 
I should bo discovered by accident. Notwithstanding tlicse pre- 
cautions, my French maid, whom I had sent for some of my 
clothes, was dogged in her return, and next morning my lord 
took my lodgings by storm. Had he given the assault in his own 
person only, I make no doubt but be would have sutJerod a re- 
pulse from the oppositicui of tlie Licgeoisc, wlio made all the 
resistance in her power, but was obliged to give way to superior 
numbers. I was at that time in bed, and, hearing an unusual 
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the cause of such 
disturbance. I drew my curtain at the same timq, and whom 
should 1 see entering my chamber but his lordship, attended by 
a constable, and the footnian^who had discovered my retreat ! 

“Such an unexpected visit could not fail to affect me with 
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surprise and consternation ; however, I summoned all my forti- 
tude to my aid, and, perceiving the fellows were about to open my 
window-shutters, desired their principal to order them dpwn stairs. 
He readily complied with my request ; and, sitting down by my 
bedside, told me, with an air of triumph, that he had found me 
at last ; and I frankly o^ned that I was heartily sorry for his 
success. Instead of upbraiding me with my escape, ho pi^ececded 
to entertain mo with all the news in town, and gave me a minute 
detail of everything whicli had hapijenod to him since our parting ; 
among other articles of intelligence, giving me to understand 

that ho had challenged Mr. S , who refused to tight him, and 

was in disgrace with the prince of W on that account. 

“But hero his lordship did not strictly adhoro to the naked 
truth ; he had indeed, before our departure from the country, 
gone to my lover, and insisted upon having satisfaction in Hyde 
Park, two days from the date of his demand, and at tliroe o’clock 

in the afternoon. S , believing him in earnest, accepted 

*hc invitation ; though ho observed, that those affairs could not 
be discussed too soon, and wished the time of meeting might be 
at an earlier hour. But his lordship did not choose to alter the 
circumstances of his lirst proposal ; and, when he wont away, 
said ho should expect liini at the appointed time and place, if it 
did not rain. 

“ His antagonist gave mo an account of the conversation, when I 
assured him the whole business would end in smoke. Accordingly, 
iny lord sent him a letter on Monday, desiring that the assigna- 
tion might be deferred till Thursday, that ho might have time 

to settle his affairs, and pay 8 a hundred potinds, which he 

liad formerly borrowed of liiin. When Thursday came he was 
favoured with another epistle, importing that the challenger had 
changed his mind, and would seek satisfaction at law. Thus 
ended that heroic exploit, which his lordship now boasted of with 
such arrogant misrcpiesentation. 

“Whilst lie regaled me with these interesting particulars, I 
was contriving scheme to frustrate the discovery he had made ; 
so that 1 did not contradict his assertions, but told him, that 
if ho would go down stairs, 1 woukk rise and come to breakfast. 
He consented to this proposal with great cheerfulness ; and I own 
1 was not a little surprised to lind him, at this first interview, in 
as good a humour as if nothing had happened to interrupt the 
felicity of our matrimonial union. 

“It cost me some invention to conceal my c<mdition from his 
notice, being now within a week of the expected crisis ; but I 
knew 1 had to do with a man of no great penetration, and suc- 
c«jcded in niy attempt accordingly. We breakfasted with great 
harmony, and I invited him to dinner, after having prevailed upon 
him to send mway his myrmidons, whom, nevertheless, he ordered 
to return at eleven o’clock at night. We conversed together with 
great gaiety and mirth. When I raKied him for visiting me in 
such a deshabille, ho stood on tiptoe to view himself in the glass ; 
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and, owning I was in the right, said he would go and dress him- 
self before dinner. Ho accordingly went away, charging my 
maid to give him entrance at his return : and he was no sooner 

gone than I wrote to Mr. S , giving him an account of what 

had happened. Then, without having determined upon any 
certain plan, 1 huddled on my clothes,! muffled myself up, and, 
calling a^3hair, wont to the next tavern, where I stayed no longer 
than Wcis sufficient to change my vehicle ; and, to the astonish- 
ment of the drawers, who could not conceive tJie meaning of my 
perturbation, proceeded tc) a shop in the neighbourlH)od, where I 
dismissed my second chair, and procured a hackney-coach, in 
which 1 repaired to the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I could 
trust. Having made him accpiainted with the circumstJiucea of 
my distress, and consulted him about a pro])er place of retreat, 
after some recollection, he directed me to a little house in a court, 
to which, by tlio assistance of my lover, my woman and clothes 
were safely conveyed that same evening. 

“My lord, how'cvcr, came to dinner, according to invitation, 
and did not seem at all alarmed when my n>aid told him I was 
gone, but stepped to my lawyer, to know if he thought T should 
return. Upon his answering in the affirmative, and advising his 
lordship to go back in the mean time, find eat the dinner 1 had 
provided, he very deliberately took his advice, mad*^ a very hearty 
meal, drank his bottle <jf wine, and, as I did not return according 
to his expectation, withdrew, in order to consult his associates. 
This motion of his furnished my woman with an opportunity of 
making her retreat, and, when he returned at night, the coast was 
clear, and he found nobody in tlie house but a porter, who had 
been left to take care of the furniture. He was so enraged at this 
disappointment, that he made furious noise, which raised the 
whole neighbourhood, reinforced his crew with the authority of a 
justice of the peace, tarried in the street till three o’clock in the 
morning, discharged a lodging lie had hired at a barber’s shop, 
opposite to the house from which I had escaped, and retired with 
tho comfortable reflection of having done everything which man 
could do to retrieve me. 

“The hurry of spirits and sifriirise I had undergone, in effecting 
this retreat, produced such a disorder in my constitution, that I 
began to fear I should bo delivered before T could be provided with 
necessaries for the occasion. T signified my apprehension to Mr. 

S , who, with infinite care and concern, endeavoured to find a 

more convenient place ; and, after all hia irujuiries, was obliged 
to fix upon a paltry apartment in the city, though his tenderness 
was extremely shocked at the necessity of^ choosing it ^ However, 
there was no remedy, nor time to be lost ; to this iniscrablo habita- 
tion I was carried in a hackney-coach ; and, though extremely 
ill, bore my fate with spirit and resignation^ in testhaony of my 
sincere and indelible attachment to my lover, for wheso ease and 
pleasure I could have suffiSred every inconvenience, and even 
aacriflcod niy life. 
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“Immediately after I had taken possession of my wretched 
apartment, I was constrained by my indisposition to go to bod, and 
send for necessary help ; and in a few hours a living pledge of my 
love and indiscretion saw the light ; though the terrors and fatigue 
T had undergone had affected tliis little innocent so severely, that 
it scarce discovered any visible signs of life. My grief at this mis- 
fortune was inexpressible. 1 forthwith despatched a message to 
the dear, the anxious father, who flew to my arms, and shared my 
sorrow with all the gentleness of love and paternal fondness ; yet 
our fears were, for that time, happily disappointed by the recovery 
of our infant daughter, who was committed to the charge of a 
nurse in the neighb(jurhood, so that I could every day be satisfied 
in my inquiries about her health. Thus I continued a whole fort- 
night in a state of happiness and tranquillity, being blessed with 
the conversation and lender offices of my admirer, whose love and 
attention I wholly engrossed. In a word, he gave ;ip all business 
and amusement, and concentred all his care and^ assiduity in 
ministering to my ease and satisfaction : and sure I had no cause 
t<) regret what I had suffered on his account. 

“But this my agreeable situation was one day disturbed by a 
moat alarming accident, by which iny life was drawn into imminent 
danger. The room under my bed-chamber took tire : I immediately 
smelled it, and saw tlie ])coj)lo about me in the utmost perplexity 
and consternation, though they would not own the true cause of 
their confusion, lest my health should suffer in the fright. Never- 
theless, T was so calm in my inquiries, that they ventured to tell 
me my suspicion was but too just ; upon which, 1 gave such direc- 
tions as I thought would secure me from catching cold, in case 
there should bo a necessity for removing me ; but the fire being 
happily extinguished, 1 escaped that ceremony, which might have 
cost me my life. Indeed, it was' surprising that the agitation of 
my spirits did not produce s^mc fatal effect upon my constitution ; 
and I looked upon my deliverance as the protection of a particular 
providence. 

“Though I escaped the hazard of a sudden removal, I found it 
was high time to change my lodgings, because the neighbours, 
rushing into the house upon the ahtf'iu of lire, had discovered my 
situation, though they were ignorant of my name ; and I did not 
think myself safe in being the subject of their conjectures. Mr. 
S , therefore, procured another apartment, with better accom- 

modation, to which I was carried as soon as my health would 
admit of my removal ; and soon after my lord wrote to me by the 
hands of my lawyer, earnestly entreating me to drop my prosecu- 
tion, and come home ; but I would not comply with his request ; 
and nothing was fartlier from my intention than the desire of 
receiving any favours at his hands. 

“Thus repulsed, he set on foot a most accurate search for my 
person, in the course ’of which he is said to have detected several 
ladies and young girls wlio had reasons for keeping themselves con- 
cealed, and had like to have been very severely handled for his 



MEMOIRS OP A LADY OP QUALITY. 365 

imt)crtinent curiosity. Being unsuccessful in all his attempts, he 

entered into a treaty with one Sir It H , a person of a very 

indijBTerent character, who undertook to furnish him with an 
infallible expedient to discover the place of my abode, if he would 
gratify him with a bond for a thousand pounds ; which being exe- 
cuted accordingly, this worthy knight ac^vertiscd me and my maid 
in the public papers, offering one hundred pounds, as a reward to 
any person who should disclose the place of our retirement. 

“As soon as the paper fell into my hands, I w^aa again involved 
in perplexity ; and, being afraid of staying in town, resolved, with 
tho concurrence of iny lover, to accept of an invitation I had 

received from the duke of K , who had by this time arrived in 

England, with that lady whom 1 have already mentioned as one 
of our parties at Paris. Having visited my little infant, 1 next 
day set out for the duke’s country scat, which is "a most elegant 

chateau, and stands in a chaiinhjg dituation. Mr. S followed in 

a few days. iVe met with a very cordial reception : his grace \raa 
civil and good-natured, lived nobly, and loved pleasure ; Madame 

do la T was formed to please. There was always a great deal 

of good company in tho house ; so that we passed our time agree- 
ably in playing at billiards and cards, hunting, walking, reading, 
.and C(»nversation. 

“But my terms of happiness wero generally of short duration. 
In the midst of this felicity I was overtaken by a most severe 
affliction, in the death of my dear, hapless infant, who had engrossed 
a greater share of my tenderness than perhaps 1 even should have 
paid to the offspring of a legitimate contract ; because the circum- 
stance of her birth would have been an insurmouiitablo misfortune 
to her through the whole course of her life, and rendered her 
absolutely dependent on my love^aiid protection. 

“ While T still Lamented the untimely fate of this fair blossom, 

Lord c.ame down, and demanded ^ne as his wufe ; but the suit 

which I then maintained against him deprived him, for tho present, 
of a husband’s right ; and therefore the duke would not deliver me 
into his hands. In six months he rei^eated his visit and demand ; 
and an agreement was patched up, in consequence of which I con- 
senled to live in the same heuse with him, on condition that he 
should never desire to sleep with me, or take any other measure to 
disturb my peace ; otherwise I should bo at liberty to leave him 
again, and entitled to the provision of a separate maintenance. To 
these articles 1 assented, by the advice of my lawyers, with a view 
of obtaining tho payment of niy pin-money, which I had never 
received since our parting, but subsisted on the sale of my jewels, 
which wero very considerable, and had been presented to me with 
full power of alienation. As to my lover, he had nb fortune to 
support me ; and for that reason 1 was scrupulously cautious of 
augmenting his expense. % 

“ We now enjoyed each other’s company for three years, 
during which our mutual passion had suffered no abatement, nor 
had my happiness been mixed with any considerable alloy, except 
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tliat late stroke of Providehce which I have already laentioiied, 
and the reflection of the sorrow that my conduct had entailed upon 
my dear fatlier, whom I loved beyond expression, and whom nothing 
could have compelled mo to disoblige but a more powerful flame, 
tliat prevailed over every other consideration. As I was now forced 
to break oil' this enchanting correspondence, it is not to be doubted 
that our parting cost us tile most acute sensations of grie^ and dis- 
appointment. Howev^er, there was no remedy. I tore myself from 
his arms, took iny leave of the family, after having acknowledged 
my obligations to tlio duke, and set out for the place of rendezvous, 
where I was met by my lord, attended by a steward whom ho had 
lately engaged, and who was one chief cause of our future sej^ara- 
tioiis. My lord, having quitted his house in town, conducted mo 
to his lodgings in Pall-mall, and insisted upon sleeping with me 
the first night ; but I refused to gratify his desire, on the authority 
of our agreement. 

“This dispute produced a quarrel, in con3equcn9G of which I 
attempted to leave the house. Ho endeavouring to j)revent my 
retreat, I fairly locked him in, ran down stairs, and, calling a 
hackney-coach, made the best of my way into the city to my 
father’s lodgings, where I lay, the family being in town, though 
lie himself was in the country. 1 wrote to him immediately, and 
when he came to London, declared my intention of separating 
from my lord ; in w'liich, seeing mo obstinate and determined, ho 
at leiigtli ao(piiesced, and a formal separation accordingly ensued, 
which at tliat time I thought binding and immutable. 

“I was now sheltered under the wings of an indulgent father, 
who had taken mo into favour again, on tho supposition that my 

commerce with Mr. IS was absolutely at an end. Nevertheless, 

though we had separated, in all appearance for ever, wo had pre- 
viously agreed to maintain oui* corvespondonce in private interviews, 
whicli should escape tlio iioiyco of the ivorld, with which 1 was again 
obliged to keei) some measures. 

“Our parting at tlie duke of K ’s house in tho country was 

attended with all the genuiuo marks of sincere and reciprocal 
atfection, and 1 lived in the sweet hope of seeing him again in all 
tho transport of his former pjission, w^hen my lawyer, who received 
my letters, brought mo a billet one night just as I had gone to bed. 

Seeing the supersciiption of S ’s handwriting, I opened it 

with all tho impatience of an absent lover ; but how shall I 
describe the astonishment and consternation wdth which I was 
seized w'lien I perused the contents ? Instead of tho most tender 
vows and protesUitions, this fatal epistle began with, ‘ Madam, the 
best thing you can do is to return to your father,’ or some cold and 
killing expression to that effect. 

‘ ‘ Heaven and earth ! wliat did I feel at this dire conjuncture ! 
The light forsook my eyes, a cold sweat bedewed my limbs, and I 
was overwhelmed with such a torrent of sorrow and surprise, that 
everybody present believed I would have died under the violent 
agitation. They endeavoured to support my spirits with repeated 
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draughts of strong liquor, which had no sensible effect upon my 
constitution, though for eight whole years 1 had drunk nothing 
stronger than water ; and 1 must have infallibly perished in the first 
ecstasy of my grief, had it not made its way in a fit of tears and 
exclamation, in which I continued all night, to the amazement of 
the family, whom my comlitioii had alarmed and raised from their 
rej)ose. « My father was the only persoi! who guessed the cause of 
my affliction : ho said, he was sure I had received some ill-usago 

in a letter or message from that rascal S , so he termed him in 

the bitterness of passion. 

At mention of that name iny agony redoubled to such a degree, 
that all who were present wept at sight of my doidorablo con- 
dition. My poor father shed a flood of tears, and conjured me to 
tell liini the cause of my disquiet : upon which, rather than confess 
the truth, 1 amused his concern, by protending that my lover was 
ill. The whoje family havu‘!^ by me till I was a little more 

composed, l<ift mo to the care of 1113 ’^ maid, wlio put me into bed 
about six in the morning ; but I (injoyed no vest : I revolved every 
circumstance of my conduct, cndeavoui’ing to find out the cause of 

this fatal change in S ’s dispositiun ; and as I could recollect 

nothing which could justly give offence, concluded that some 
malicious jjersons had abused his ears with stories to my prejudice. 

“ With this conjecture 1 got up, and sent my lawyer to him with 
a letter, wherein I irisist.ed upon seeing him, that I might have an 
opportunity of justifying myself in person ; a task which would 
bo easily performed, as 1 had never offended but in loving too 
well. I waited with tin? most anxious impatience for the return of 
my messenger, who brought me an answer couched in the coldest 
terms of civility which indifference could dictate ; acknowledging, 
however, that ho had nothing to lay !>> my charge, but that it 
was for the good of us both wP should part. He ought to have 
reflected on that before, not after 1 Juid sacrificed my all for his 
love. 1 was well-nigh distractetl by tlii.s conlirmatum of his incon- 
stancy, and I wonder to this day how J retained tlie use of reason, 
under such circumstances of horror and despair. M^^ grief laid 

aside all decorum and restraint; I tuld my father tliat S was 

dying, and that I would visit^liim with all expedition. 

Startled at the ]jroposal, this careful parent demonstrated tho 
fatal consequence of such an unguarded step ; reminded mo of tho 
difficulty with which he had prevailed upon my motlu)r and uncle 
to forgive my former iiiijn’iulence ; observed, that his intention 
was, to carry me into the oountry next da^", in order to effect a 
perfect reconciliation ; but now' I w^as on the brink of forfeiting all 
pretensions to their regard, by committing another fatal prror, 
which could not possibly bo retrieved ; and that, for his * part, 
whatever pangs it might cost him, he was resolved to banish me 
from his sight for ever. 

While he uttered this declaration, the tears triclkled down his 
cheeks, and he seemed o^erw-holmed with the keenest sorrow 
and mortification ; so it ui^y be easily conceived what were the 
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improssioiis of my grief, reinforced with the affliction of a father whom 
1 dearly loved, and tlio consciousness of being the cause of all his 
disquiet. I was struck dumb with remorse and woe ; and when I 
recovered the use of speech, 1 told him how sensible 1 was of his 
great goodness and humanity, and owned how little I deserved his 
favour and aifection ; Unit the sense of my own unworthineas was 
one cause of my present distraction ; for, such was the d()ndition 

of iny fate, that I must either see S , or die. 1 said, though I 

could not expect his forgiveness, 1 was surely worthy of his com- 
passion ; that nothing but the moat irresistible passion could have 
misled ino at hrst from my duty, or tempted me to incur the least 
degree of his displeasure ; that the same fatal influence still pre- 
vailed, and would, in all probability, continue to the grave, which 
was the only abode in which 1 hoped for peace. 

“ Wliilo 1 expressed myself in this manner, my dear good father 
wept with the most tender sympathy, and saying, I might do as I 
pleased, for ho had done with me, (putted the room, leaving mo to 
the cruel sensations of my own heart, which almost burst with 
anguish, upbraiding me with a fault which I could not helj) com- 
mitting. 1 immediately hired a chariot and six, and would have 
set out by myself, had not my father’s affection, vvhich all my 
errors could not efface, jirovided an attendrant. lie saw mo quite 
delirious and desperate, and therefore engaged a relation of my own 
to accompany and take care of mo in this rash expedition. 

‘‘During tliis journey, wdiich lasted two days, I felt no remission 
of grief and aiixic^ty, but underwent the most intolerable sorrow 
and suspense ; at last we arrived at a li< tie house called the Hut, 
on Salisbury Plain, where, in tlio most frantic agitation, I wrote a 

letter to S , describing the miserable condition to which I was 

reduced by his uiikiiidiicss, and dcaring to see him with the most 
earnest solicitations. This billet I committed to the care of my 

attendant, and laid strong in j Jiicti(jns upon him to tell Mr. S , 

my injuries were s(' great, and iny despair so violent, that if he 
did not favour mo witli a visit, I would go to him, though at his 
sister’s hniiso, where ho then was. 

‘ ‘ lie received ray message with great coldness, and told my 
friend, that if I would return to London without insisting upon the 
interview I demanded, he would in a little time follow me to town, 
and everything should be amicably tadjusted ; but when the mes- 
senger assured him that 1 was too mucli transported with grief to 
liear of such a proposal, he consented to meet me in the middle of 
Salisbury Plain, that wo might avoid all observation : and though 
I was little able to walk, I sot out on foot for the place of assigna- 
tion, my companion following at a small distance. 

“ When I 6aw him leading his horse down the hill, I collected 
all my fortitude, and advanced to him with all the speed I could 
exert- ; but wtcii I made an effort to speak, my tongue denied its 
office ; and so lively i^as the expression of unutterable sorrow in 
my countenance, that his heart, hard at it was, melted at sight of 
my sufferings, which he well knew proceeded from the sincerity of 
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my love. At length I recovered the use of speech enough to tell 
him that 1 was come to take my leave ; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again ; but, after a considerable 
pause, 1 found means, with great difticulty, to let him know bow 
sensible I was oE my own incapacity to retrieve his lost affoctiuiis, 
but that 1 was w’illing, if possible, to re4ain liis esteem, of which, 
could I he assured, I would endeavour to compose myself ; that f 
was determined to leave the kingdom, becmiso 1 could not bear the 
sight of these places where we had been so happy in our mutual 
love ; and that till iny dei>arture, I hoped he would visit nio some- 
times, that 1 might, by degrees, wean myself from his company ; 
for I should not be able to survive the sliuck of being deprived of 
him all at once. 

“ This address may seem very humble to an unconcerned observer ; 
but love 'will tame tlie proudest disp'^sition, as plainly aj»peared in 
my case ; for !• liad naturally, ' as much spirit, or more, than the 

generality of jpciople have. Mr. S was sr> much couiouiidcd at 

the manner of iny l)ehaviour, that he scarce knew what answer to 
make ; for, as he afterwards owned, he expt‘cted to lioar himself 
n])braided ; but ho was not proof against my tendcniesH. After 
some hesitation, lie said, he never meant- to forsake me entirely, 
that his {iflcction was still unimpaired, and that he would follow nns 
directly to London. I impt^sed upon myself, and believed what he 
said, because I could not bear to think of jiarting with him for ever ; 
and returned to town in a more tranquil state of mind tlian that in 
which I had left my father, though my heart was far from being at 
case ; my fears being ingenious enough to foresee that 1 should 
never be able to overcome his indilferonee. 

*‘I took lodgings in Mount-street, and my maid having disposed 
of herself in marriage, hired anotl^cr, who su})plied her jilace very 
much to my satisfaction ; she Avas a go<)d girl, had ji iiarticular 
attachment to me, and for many years*diiriiig which she lived in 
my service was indefatigably a.ssiduou.s in contributing to my ease, 

or, rather, in alleviating my affliction ; for, though S came up 

to town according to promise, and renewed a sort of coiTcspondence 
with me for the space of live mouths, his complaisance would 
extend no farther ; and ho gave me to understand that he had 

determined to go abroad with Mr. V , wdiom ho accordingly 

accompanied in his envoy iug to D . 

“1 understood the real cause of this expedition, which, notwith- 
standing his oaths and protestations of unabated love and regard, 
I construed into a palpable mark of dislike and disrespect ; nor 
could the repeated assurances T received from him in letters mitigate 
the anguish and mortiftcation that preyed upon my heart. I there- 
fore gave up all hopes of recovering the happiness I had lost ; I 
told him on the eve of his depaiture that he might exercise his 
gallantry a great while before he would meet with uiy fellow in 
point of sincei'ity and love ; for I would rather liave been a servant 
in his house, with the privilege of seeing him, than the queen of 
England, debarred of tliat pleasure, 

2 A 
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“When ho took his leave, and went down stairs, I shrunk at 
every step he made, as if a new wound had been inflicted upon me ; 
and when T heard the door shut behind him, my heart died within 
mo. I had the satisfaction to hear afterwards he lamented the loss 
of mo prodigiously, and that he had never been so happy since. I 
sat down to write a lettier, in which I forgave his iiidiflercnco, 
because I knew the afl'eolions are altogether involuntary, and wished 
liim all the happiness ho deserved. 1 thou walked up and down 
tlu' room in the most restless anxiety, was put to bed by my maid, 
rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode forty miles, in order to 
fatigue myself, that I might next night enjoy some repose. This 
exercise 1 daily iinderwont for months togetlier ; and when it did 
not answer my purpose, 1 used to w'alk round Ilyde-park in the 
evening when tlic place was quite solitary, and unvisited by any 
other human crealui-e. 

“Ill the course of this melancholy jierambulatioiv, T was one day 
accosted by a very great man, >vho, after the first sailutation, asked 

whether or not my intercourse with H was at an end, and if I 

had any allowance from my husband. To the lirst of these ques- 
tions 1 roidied in the ailirmativc ; and to the last answered that my 
lord did nob allow mo a great deal ; indeed, 1 might hai e truly said 
nothing at all, but I was too ])roud to own my indigence. He 
then expressed liis wonder how one like me, who had been used to 
splendour and affluence from my cradle, could make shift to live 
in my pi’esent narrow circumstances ; and wlicu 1 told him that T 
could make a very g<.‘ 0 (l shift mo I had i>eaco, lie seemed to lament 
my situation, ami very kindly invited mo to sup with liis wife at 
his Iiouso. T acco])ted the invitation without any apprehension of 
the consequences, and when I went to tlie place was introduced 
into an .apartment rnaguiUcently bglited up, I sujiposc, for my 
reception. 

“After 1 had stayed akme for some time in this mysterious 
situ.ation, without seeing a living soul, my inviter appeared, and 
said he hoped I would not take it amiss that lie and I were to sup 
by (mrselves, as ho had something to say which could not bo so 
properly communicated before eonipany or servants. I then for the 
first time perceived his drift to no small surprise and indigna- 
tion ; and, wdth evident marks of displeasure, told him 1 v.os sure 
he had notliing to pr(^pose that would be agrt‘.eahlo to my inclina- 
tion, and that 1 Avould immediately leave the house ; upon which 
he gave mo to understand tli.at I could nob possibly retire, because 
be had sent away my chair, and all his servants were disposed to 
obey his orders. 

“Incensed at this declaration, which I considered as an insult, 
I answered, with an air of resolution, it was very well ; I despised 
his contrivance, and was afraid of nobody. Seeing me thus alarmed, 
he assured<tne 1 had no reason to lie afraid ; that he had loved, mo 
long, and could find no other opportunity of declaring his pasBion. 

He said the Q had told him thrt Lord ha<l renewed his 

addresses to me ; and, as ho understood from my own mouth, mf 
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correapondence with S was absolutely broken off* ho thought 

liiiuflolf as well entitled as another to my regard. In conclusion, 
he told me that 1 might command his purse, and that he had power 
enough t() bring me into the world again with idat. To these 
advances I replied that ho was very much mistaken in his opinion 
of my character if he imagined 1 was to Ijc w'on by any temptations 
of fortunp ; and very frankly declared that I would* rather give over 
myself to a footman than sell myself to a prince. 

‘‘ Supper being served, we sab down together ; but I would neither 
eat nor drink anyt hing, except a little bread and water ; for I was 
an odd, whimsical girl, and it came into my head that he might, 
perhaps, have mixed something in the victuals or wine which would 
alter my way of thinking. In short, tiTuling himself baffled in all 
his endeavours, he permitted me, about twelve o’plock, to depart 
in peace, and gave up his suit as a d(iHporato cause. 

“This uncomfortable life did 1 load for a whole twelvemonth, 
without feeliijg the least abatement of my inclfincholy. Finding 
myself worn to a skeleton, I resumed my former resolution of try- 
ing to profit by change of place, and actually went abroad with no 
other attendant but my woman, and the utmost iiidifteronce for 
life. My intention was to have gone to the south of France, where 
1 thought 1 could have subsisted on iho little I bad left, which 
amounted r,o tive hundred pounds, until the issue v)f my lawsuit, 
by which 1 hoped to obtain some jirovisioii from my lord ; and with- 
out all doubt my expectation would have been answered had T put 
this my plan in execution ; but being at Paris, from whence I 

purposed to set forward in a few days, I sent to M. K , who 

had been formerly intimate with my father, and shown mo many 
civilities duiing my lirsn residence in France. 

“This gentleman favoured me vritli a visit, and, when I made 
him acquainted with my selioufo, diasuadod mo from it as an 
uncomfortable detoriniiialiou. IJe advised me to stay at Paris, 
where, with good economy, I could live as cheap as in any other 
place, and enjoy the conversation and coimtenauco of my friends, 
among which nuinhor ho declared himself one of the most faithful. 
Ho assured me that I should always be welcome to his table, and 
want for nothing. He promised to reeomtiiond mo as a lodger to 
a friend of his, with whom I would live in a frugal and ddfeent 
manner ; and ob-sorved that, as tlie woman was ■well known 
and esteemed by all the English company in Paris, it would be the 
most reputable step I could take, considoriiig iny youth .and situa- 
tion, to lodge with a creditable person, wdio could amswor for my 
conduct. Thus persuaded, I very snn]dy followed his advice ; I 
say simply, because, notwithstanding his representations, 1 soon 
found my money melt away without any prospect of a fr-esh supply. 
In lieu of this, however, 1 passed my time very agreeably in several 
English and some French families, where in a little I became 
quite intimate, saw a great deal of company, jwid was treated with 
tne utmost politeness and re^rd ; yet, in the midst of these plea- 
sures, many a melancholy si^i would rise at the reunojnberance of 
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my beloved S , whom for several yeiirs 1 could not fecollect 

without emotion ; but time, company, amusenientB, and change of 
place, ill a great measure dissipated these ideas, and enabled me to 
bear my fate with patience and resignation. 

* ‘ On my last arrival at I*aris, 1 was surrounded by a crowd of 
])rofossed admirers,* who H,ighed and flattered in the usual forms ; 
but, besides that my heart was not yet in a condition to^contraet 
new engagements, I was jircpossessc'd against them all, by suppos- 
ing that tliey iiresunied u])on the knowledge of my indiscretion 

with S ; and therefore rejected their addresses with detestation 

and disdain ; for, as I have already observed, I was not to be won 
but by the appearance of esteem and the most respectful carriage ; 
and tliough, by a false step, 1 had, in my own opinion, forfeited my 
title to tile one, I was resolved to discourage the advances of any 
man who seemed deficient in the other. 

“ In this manner my lovers were, one by one, rcjiulsod almost as 
soon as they presented themselves, and I jn-eserved*/ the indepen- 
dence of my heart, until 1 became actpiainted wdtli a certain peer, 

whom I often saw at tlie liouse of Mrs. P , an English lady 

then resident at Paris. This young nobleman profcbsed himself 
deeply en.imourecl of me, in a style so dificrent fivan that of my 
other admirers, that I heard Ins protestations witlmut disgust ; and 
though my inclinations were still free, could not lind in my heart to 
discountenance his addresses, which were preferred with the most 
engaging modesty, disinterestedness, and resiiect. 

By these never-failing ai*ts lie gradually coiupierod my in- 
difference, and gained the preference in my esteem from Lord 0 

and the prince of 0 , wlio were at. that time his rivals. But 

what contributed, inore than any ceiisideratioii, to his success, was 
his declaring op(;nly, l.hat he wopld marry me without liesitation 
as soon as J couhl obtain a divorce from my ])rest*nt liiisband, 
which, in all jirob.'ibiUty, anight liave been easily procured ; for 

before 1 left England, Lord bad olfered me live thousand 

pounds, if I would consent to such a mutual reh'ase, that ho might 

bo at liberty to espouse one Miss W , f)f Kent, to whom ho then 

made love upon honourable terms ; but T was fool enough to refuse 

his proposal, by the advice of 8 f, and whether or not his lord- 

ship, rinding it iiiijuactieable to wed his new mistress, began to 
make love upon another footing, 1 know not ; but certain it is, the 
mother forbade him the hou.se ; a circumstance which he took so 
licinously ill, that he appealed to the world in a public advertise- 
ment, begiiming with, ‘ Whereas, for some time, I have passion- 
ately loved Miss W , and, upon my not complying witli the 

mother’s proposals, they have turned me out of doors ; this is to 
justify,’ &c! 

“This declaration, signed with Ins name, was actually printed 
in a nuniboA of detached advertisements, which he ordered to be 
distributed to the public ; and afterwards, being convinced by some 
of his friends that ho had done a ve^y^.silly thing, he recalled them 
at half a guinea atiiecc. A copy of one of thorn was sent to me at 
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Paris ; and I believe my father has now one of the originals in his 
possession. After this wise vindication of his conduct, he made an 
attempt to carry off the lady from church, by force of arms ; but 
she was rescued by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who, 
being an attorney, had liko to have made hia lordship smart 
severely for this exploit. , 

“Moiniwhile, my new admirer had made some progress in my 
heart ; and my finances being exhausted, 1 was reduced to tho 

alternative of returning to Loril again, or accepting Earl 

15 ’s love. When my affairs were brought to that issue, I 

imide no liesitation in my choice, putting myself under the pro- 
loction of a man of honour whom I esteemed, rather than suffer 
every sort of mortili cation from a person who was tlie object of 
my abhorrence and cunteini>t. From a mistaken pride, f choso 

to live in Lord B ’s lious(j, rathi;r than be maintained at bis 

oxjiensc in any other pJaci . We spent several months agreeably 

in balls and© other di\ersions, visited Lord B , who lived at 

the distance of a few leagues from Paris, and stayed some days 
at his house, wliore the oniortaiiiment was, in all respects, delight- 
ful, elegant, and refined. Their habitaiioii was the rendezvous of 

the best company in Franco ; and I/idy B maintained the 

same superiority in her own. sex, for which her lord is so justly 
distinguished among tho men. 

, “About Christmas we set out for England, accompanied by a 

little North Briton, who lived with Lord l5 as his companion, 

and did not at all approve of onr correspondence ; whether out of 
real friendshij) for his ]>atron, or apjirehensioii that in time I might 
supersede his own inllucnco with my lord, 1 shall not pretend to 
detennino. Be that as it will, the frost was so severe, tliat w'o 
were detained ten days at Calais before wo could get out of the 
harbour ; and, during that time, I reflected seriously on what my 
new lover had proposed ; as he w'as vtry young, and unacquainted 
with the world, I thought my story might have escaped him ; and 
therefore determined to give him a faithful detail of the whole, 
that ho might not have anything to reproach mo with in the 
sequel ; besides, I did not think it honest to engage him to do more 
foi mo, than ho might afterwards, perhaps, think 1 was worth. 
Accordingly, I communicated to him every particular of my life ; 
and ‘tho narratifm, far fnun altering his sentiments, ratlior con- 
iirined his g(»od njnnion, by oxbibiting an uiuloiibied proof of my 
frankness and sincerity. Tu short, he behaved with sucli geiierf>sity, 
as made an absolute conquest of my Iicart ; but my love was of a 
different kind from that which had formerly reigned within my 
breast, being founded upon tlie warmest gratitude and esteem, 
oxclusivo of any other consideration, though his persbn was very 
agreeable, and his address engaging. 

‘ ‘ When we arrived in England, T went directly to., liis country 
seat, about twelve miles from London, where he soon joined me, 
and we lived some time in perfect retirement, his relations being 
greatly alarmed with the apprehension that Lord — would bring 
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an action against liiin ; though he himself desired nothing inor6, 
and lived so easy under that expectation, that they soon laid aside 
their fears on his account. 

We were visited by Mr. H. B , a relation of my lord, and 

one M r. li , of the Guards, who, with the little Scotchman and 

niy lover, made an agreeable set, among whom I enjoyed hunting, 

and all manner of country diversions. As to Mr. 11. 'll , if 

ever there was a perfection in one man, it centred in him ; or at 
least, he, of all the men I ever know, apj^roached nearest to that 
idea which 1 had conceived of a perfect character. He was both 
good and great, possessed an uncommon genius, and the best of 

hearts. Mr. R was a very sociable man, had a good iierson 

and cultivated understanding ; and my lord was excessively good- 
humoured ; so that, with such companions, no place could be dull 
or insipid ; for my own part, I conducted the family ; and, as I 
endeavoured to please and make everybody happy, •! had the good 

fortune to succeed. Mr. B told me, that, befolo ho saw me, 

he heard 1 was a fool ; but finding, as he was pleased to say, that 
I had been egregiously misrepresented, he courted my friendship, 
and a correspondence commenced lH‘twecn ns ; indeed, it was 
impossible for any person to know him, without ontcitaining the 
utmost esteem and veneration for his virtue. 

“After 1 had lived some time in this agreeable retreat, my hus- 
band began to make a bustle ; he sent a message, demanding mo 

from Lord B ; then came in person, with his nightcap in his 

pocket, intending to have stayed all night, had he been asked, and 
attended by a relation, whom he assured that I was very fond of 
him, and detained by force from his arms. Finding himself dis- 
appointed in his expectations, ho commenced a lawsuit against 

Lord B , though not tor a djvorco, as we desired, but with a 

view to reclaim mo as his lawful wife. His lawyers, however, 
attempted to prove criiiiin&l conversation, in hopes of extorting 
money from my lover ; but their endeavours were altogether 

fruitless ; for no servant of Lord B 's or mine could with justice 

say we were ever seen to trespass against modesty and decorum ; 
so that the plaintiff was nonsuited. Whilo this cause was depend- 
ing, all my lover’s friends cxprcswjd fears and concern for the 
issue, while ho himself behaved with tho utmost resolution, and 
gave me such convincing proofs of a strong and steady affection, 
as augmented my gratitude, and riveted the ties of my love, which 
was unblemished, faithful, and sincere. 

“Soon after this event, 1 was seized with a violent fit of illness, 
in which I was visited by my father, and attended by two physi- 
cians, one of whom despaired of my life, and took his leave 

accordingly '; but Dr. S , who was the other, persisted in his 

attendance, and in all human appearance saved my life ; a circuni- 
Btaiiee by wVich he acquired a great share of reputation ; yot, not- 
withstanding all his hssistance, 1 was confined to my bed. for ten 
weeks, during which Lord — ’s grief was immoderate; his care 
^nd generosity unlimited. While I lay in this extremity, Mr, S ^ 
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penetrated by my inolanclioly condition, which revived his tender- 
ness, begged leave to be admitted to my presence ; and Lord B 

would have comy)lied with l\ia request, had I not been judged too 
weak to bear the shock of such an interview. My constitution, 
llowever, agreeably disappointed their fears ; and the fever had no 
sooner left me, than 1 was removed to hunting-seat belonging to 
my lover, from whence, after 1 had recovered *my strength, we 

went to B Castle, where we kept open house : and wliile wo 

remained at this place, Lord B received a letter from Lord , 

dated in November, cliallenging him to single combat, in May, 
upon the frontiers of France and Flanders. This deliaiice was 
sent in consecjuence of what had passed betwixt them, long before 
my iy^dispositiou, at a mooting in a certain tavern, where they 
(piaiTolled, and in the fray my lover threw his .antagonist under 
the table. I counselled him to take no notice of this rhodoinnn- 
tade, which I .know was v )id of all intention of porfonnanco ; 
and he was wise enough to f(»llow my advice ; resolved, however, 
should the message) bo repeated, to lake the cliallengar fit liis 
word. 

“ Having resided some time in this place, wo returned to the 

other country house which he had left, where Lord B addicted 

himself so much to Imnliug, and other male div^ersious, that I 
began to think he neglected mo, and apjirisod him my suspicion ; 
assuring him, at tlio same time, that 1 would leave him as stioii as 
my opinion should be coiiiitined. This declaration had no etroct 
upon his behaviour, whicli became so remark.'ibly cold, tliat even 

Mr. R , who lived with us, imagined tliat his affection was 

pfilpably diminished. When 1 went to t(>wn, T was usually 
attended by his cousin, or tliis gentleman, or l»ohh, but seldom 
favoured with his conqiany : nay. wlien 1 repaired to Bath, for the 
re-establishment of my health, tie permitted me to go alone ; so 
that I was (piito persuaded of his iiulitfereiico : .’lud yet I was mis- 
taken ill my opinion ; but 1 bad been spoiled by the behaviour of 

my first husband, and Mr. S , who never quitted me for the 

sake of any amusement, and often resisted the calls of the most 
urgent business rather than [>arb from mo, though but for a few 
hours. I thought cveay manjwho loved mo truly would act in the 
same manner ; and whether I am right or wrong in my coiijecture.s, 
1 leave wiser casuists to judge. Certain it is, such sficrifice and 
devotion is the most pleasing proof of an admirer’s passion ; and 
Vo}jcz-m<)i plus souveiUj et ne me donnez ixvn, is oiio of my 
favourite maxims. A inan may give money, because ho is profuse ; 
ho may be violently fond, because he is of a sanguine constitution ; 
but if he gives me his time, ho gives me an unquestionable proof of 
my being in full possession of Ins heart. 

“ My appearance at Bath, without the company of Lord B , 

occasioned a general surprise, and encouraged the lyien to pester 
me with addresses ; every new admiter endeavouring to advance 
his suit, by demonstrating Aho unkind and disrespectful behaviour 
of his lordship. Indeed, this was the most effectual string, tbbjr 
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could touch : luy pride and resentment were alarmed ; and I was 
weak cnouf^h to listen to one man, who had like to have insinuated 
lumsclf into my inclinations, llo was tall and large-boned, with 
white hair, inclining to what is called sandy, and had the reputa- 
tion of being handsome, though I think he scarce deserved that 
epithet. He jiossessed a largo fortune, loved miscliicf, and stuck 
at nothing for the accoinpllshmcnt of his designs ; one of ^Jiis chief 
j)l('asures being that of setting any two lovers at variance. Ho 
employed liis address me w'ith great assiduity, and knew 

so well how to manage my resentment, that F was pleased with his 
manner, heard his vows without disgust, and, in a word, promised 
to dcliborale within myself upon his proposals, and give him an 
account of my determination in WTiting. 

“Thus resolved, T wont to Lord H , in Wiltshire, whffhor T 

was followed by this ])retcnder to my licart, who visited us on the 
footing of an acquaintance ; hut when 1 reflected on wdiat I had 
done, J condemned my owui conduct as indiscreet, Hjough nothing 
decisive had passed between us, and began to hate him in prtipor- 
tioii to the self-conviction 1 felt; peiceiving that I had involved 
myself in a difliculty from which J should nut ho easily disengaged. 
For the present, how’cvov, I found means to yiostpone my declara- 
tion : he Jidmittod my excuse, and I returned to London with 

Lord H , who w'as again summoned to the held by his former 

challenger. 

“ H— d — n, governor, counsellor, and steward to this little hero, 

canic to Lord P> with a verbal message, imjiortiiig, that his 

lordshqj had changed his mind about going to Flanders, but 
expected to meet him on such a day ami hour, in the biirying- 

ground near Hed Lion-square Lord B acceiited the challenge, 

and gave me an account of what \Kssse(l ; but he had been antici- 
pated by the messenger, who luidMlrcady tried to alarm my fears, 
fiom the considcratioi) of thp conscqueiico, that I might take some 
measures to prevent their meeting. T ])crccivcd liis drift, and told 

him plainly that Lord liad no intention to risk his person, 

though he endoavoured with all liis might to persuade me that his 
piiiicijial was desjicrate and determined. I knew my little husband 
too well to think he would bring imitters to any dangerous issue, 
and was apprehensive of nothing hut foul ])lay, from the villaiiy of 
II— d— 11 , witli which 1 was eijually w’cll acquainted. Indeed, I 

signified my doubts on that score tc^ Mr. B , who would have 

attended his kinsman to the Field, had he nut thought he might be 

liable to censure if anything should hai)pen to Lord B , because 

he himself w^as heir at law : for that reason, he judiciously declined 

being personally concerned ; and w’G jutched upon the earl of A 

his lordship’s uncle, who wullingly undertook the olhce, 

'‘x\ttho appointed time they went to the place of rendezvous, 
where they had not waited long when the challenger appeared, in 
a new pink ^htiu w^aisitcoat, which he had put on for the occasion, 
with Ilia sword under his arm, and hia,^ steward by him, leaving, in 
a hackney-coach, at some distance, a surgeon, whom he had 
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provided for tlio care of liis person. Thus equipped, lie advanced to 
hia antagonist, and desired him to choose his (ground ; upon which 

Lord 13 told liiin, that, if he must fall, it was not inatevial 

which grave he should tumble over. 

“ Our little hero, linding him so jocose and determined, turned 
to Lord A , and desired to speak wiyi liiin, that he might dis- 

burden l^is conscience before they should begin the w'ork of death. 
They accordingly went aside ; and ho gave him to understand, 

that his motive for lighting, was Lord B ’s detaining his wife 

from him by compulsion. The carl of A assured him lie was 

egregiously mistak(m in his conjecture ; that his nephew used no 
force or undue inhuouce to keep me in his house ; but it could not 
bo exnectcd that ho would turn me out of doors. 

“ "niis cxiilanation was altogether satisfactory to Lord , who 

said he was far from lieing so \inreas«mablc as to expect Lord B 

would commit ijuoh a broacli ot hospitality ; and all lie desired was, 
that his wife should bo left to lior own iucliiiationa. Upon tliese 
articles peace was ccuududed, and they parted witboul bloodshed. 
At least, these arc the particulars of the story, as they were rcl tt^jd 

by Lord A* , with whom 1 laughed heart ily at the adventure ; 

for t never doubted that the challenger would lind some expedient 
to prevent the duel, tliough I wondered how' ho mustered up reso- 
lution enough to carry it so far. 

“ I'liat lie niiglit not, however, give us any more trouble, we 
resolved to go and enjoy ourselves in Franco, wdiither 1 w'ent by 
myself, m hopes of being soon joined by my lover, who was obliged 
to stay some time longer in England, to settle his afiairs. Ho was 
so much allcctefl at our parting, though but for a few weeks, that 
he w^as almost disti acted ; and this affliction renewed my tender- 
ness for him, because it w'as an undoubted proof of his love. 1 
wrote to him every ptist from F^’ance ; and, as i had no secrets, 
desired him to take care of all the letUrs that slioiild come to hia 
house, directed to me, after my departure from England. 

“This w'as an unfortunate oflico for him, in the execution of 

wliich ho chanced to open a letter from Sir T A , with 

whom, as I have already observed, T had some correspondence at 
Jhitli. 1 had, according to ii^ promise, given this gentleman a 
. decisive answer, imjim ting that 1 w^as tlotormiued to remain in my 

piosent situation ; but as Lord B was ignorant of my sentiments 

in that particiila]', and perceived from the letter that sometlung 
extraordinary had passed between us, and that I w’as earnestly 
solicited to leave him, he was seized Avith the utmost consternation 
and concern ; and, having previously obtained the king's leave to 
go abroad, set out that very iiiglit for France, leaving his afiairs in 
the greatest confusion. 

“ Sir T A , hearing I w'as gone, w'ithout understanding 

the cause of my departure, took the same route, and liioth arrived 
at Dover the next day. They heard of each d-.her’s motions : each 
bribed the master of a packet-boat to transport him with expedi- 
tion ; but that depending upon the wind, both rei^ched Calais at 
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the same time, though in difFeront vcssola. Sir T Rent his 

valct-de-chambre, post, with a letter, entreating me to accompany 
him into Italy, wliero ho w'cmld make mo mistress of his whole 
foi'tuno, and to set out directly for that country, that he might not 

lose mo by the arrival of Lord B , iiromising to join me on the 

road, if 1 would consent te- make him happy. J sent his messenger 
back with an answer, wherein 1 expressed surprise at his proposals, 
after having signified my resolution to him before I left England. 
He AVfis scarce dismissed, when I received another letter from Lord 

B , beseeching me to meet him at Clermont, ujum the road from 

Calais ; and conjuring mo to avoid the sight of his rival, should ho 
get the start of him in travelling. This, however, wavS not likely 

to bo the case, as Lord B rode ^lost, and the other was,fi)y his 

corpulence, obliged i.o travel in a chaise ; yob, that I might not 
increase his anxiety, I left Paris immediately on the receipt of his 
mossago, and met him at the ap])ointed place, wlKjre ho received 
me with all the agitation of joy and fear, and asked*if 1 had ever 

encouraged Sir T A in his addresses. T very candidly told 

him the whole transaction, at which ho was incensed ; but liia 
indignation was soon appeased, when t professed my penitence, 
and assured him that 1 had totally i ejected his ri\al. Not that I 

approved of my behaviour to 8ir T , who, I own, w'as ill used 

in this affair ; but siiicly it was more excusable to halt here, than 
proceed farther in my indiscretion. 

“ My lover being satisfied with my declaration, w^e went together 
to Paris, being attended by the Scotchman whom I have already 
mentioned, though 1 believe ho was not over and above well pleased 
to see matters thus amicably comiiromiscd. Tlio furious knight 
followed us to the capital ; insisted on seeing me in person ; told 
this North Briton that I was actu^vlly engaged to him ; wTote every 
hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. 1 took no notice of 
these delirious transports, ‘which were also disregarded by Lord 

B , till one night he was exasperated by tlio insinuations of Mr. 

0 , who, I believe, iiitlamed liis j<3aloiisy, by hinting a suspicion 

that I was really in love with his rival. \Vhat passed betwixt 
them I know not ; but lie sent for me from the opera, by a physi- 
cian of Paris, who Avas a sorb t)f g^)-bciween amongst us all, and 
who told me, that if I did not come homo on the instant, a duel 
would be fought on rny account. 

“I was very much shocked at this information; but, by being 

used to alarms from the behaviour of Lord , 1 had ac(|uired a 

pretty good .share of resolutimi, and with great composure entered 

the room where Lord was, with his companion, whom I 

immediately ordered to withdraw. I then gave his lordship to 
understand, that I was informed of what had jiaBsed, and thought 
myself so much injured by the person who had just quitted the 
apartment, ‘that I would no longer live under the same roof with 

him. Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me with want of 

candour and affection ; but I easily jiistified my own integrity, and 
gave him such assurances of my love that his jealousy subsided, 
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and Ilia spirits woro recomposed. Nevertheless, I insisted upon his 

dismissing Mr. C , on pain of my leaving the house, as I could 

not help thinking lie had used his endeavours to prejudice me in 
the opinion of niy lord. If his conduct was tlio result of friendship 
for his patron, he certainly acted the part of an honest and trusty 
adherent : but 1 could not easily forgive* him, because a few weeks 
before, Ito had, by my interest, obtained a considerable addition to 
his allowance ; and oven after the steps ho had taken to disobJigo 
mo, I was nob so much his enemy, bub that I prevailed upon Lord 

B to double his salary, that his leaving the family might be no 

detriment to his fortune. Jlis lordship having comidied with my 
demand, this gentleman, after having stayed three days in the 
hou8Gi^.o prepare for liis departure, during which 1 would not suller 
him to be admitted into my presence, made liis retreat with a fine 
young girl who was my coinpa)iio?i, ami J have never seen liini since 
that time. • 

“ Sir T still continued furious, and w'ould not take a denial, 

except from my own mouth ; upon which, with the approbation of 

Lord B , I indulged him with an iuberview, lie entered the 

apartment wdh a stern countenance, and told me I had used him 
ill : 1 pleaded guilty to tho charge, and bogged his pardon accord- 
ingly. T attempted to reason the case wdth him, bub ho w'ould hear 
no arguments exccjit his own, and even tried to intimidate me with 
threats ; which iirovokod me to such a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. I told him that I feared nothing but tho report of my 
own conscience ; that though 1 had acted a simple part, ho durst 
not say there was anything criminal in my conduct ; and that, 
from his present frantic and unjust behaviour, I thought myself 
happy in having cscaj»ed him. He swore I was the most inflexible 
of all creatures ; asked if notliiiig would move mo : and when 
I answered, ‘ Nothing,’ took his leave, and never afterw'ards 
persecuted me with his addresses ; tftough I have hoard he was 
vain and false enough to boast of favours, whicli, upon my honour, 
he never received, as ho liiinself, at one time, owned to Doctor 
Cantwell at Paris. 

“ While he underwent all this frenzy and disti'action upon my 
account, ho was loved with the^amo violence of passion by a certain 
Scottish lady of quality, who, when he followed ino to France, 
pursued him thither with the same eagerness and expedition. Far 
from being jealous of mo as a rival, she used to come to my house, 
implore my good oflices with the object of her love, and, laying 
herself on the floor, at full length, before tho lire, W'ee]) and cry like 
a person bereft of her senses. She bitterly complained that ho had 
never obliged her but once ; and begged, with the earnest 

supplications, that I would give her an opportunity of seeing him 
at my house ; but I thought proper to avoid her company as soon 
as I perceived her intention. ^ . 

“ We continued at Paris for some time, duriiig which I contracted 
an acquaintance with the sistft* of Madame de fa T— — . Sho was 
the supposed mistrei-i of the prince of C , endowed with, a greai 
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share of luulorstanding, and loved pleasure to excess, though she 
niaintained her reputation on a respectfiblo footing, by living with 
her husband and mother. This lady, perceiving that I had inspired 
her lover with a jiassion, which gave mo uneasiness on her account, 
actually jiractised all her eloquence and art in persuading mo to 
listen to his love ; for it vvis a maxim with her, to please him at 
any rate. 1 was shocked at her indelicate complaisance, and 
rejected the proposal as repugnant to my present engagement, 
which 1 held as sacred as any nuptial tie, and much more binding 
than a forced or unnatural marriage. 

“ Upon our return to England we lived in great harmony and 
peace, and nothing was wanting to my hapiiiiicss, but the one thing 
to me the most needful ; 1 mean the enchanting tenderne^ and 

ileliglitful enthusiasm of love. Lord B ’s heart, I believe, felt 

tlic soft impressions ; and, for my own part, 1 loved him with the 
most faithful atlection. It is not enough to say I w\shed him w’ell ; 
I had the most delicate, the most genuine esteem foniliis virtue ; I 
had an intimate regard and anxiety for his interest ; and felt for 
him as if he had been my own sun : but still there wvas a vacancy 
in my heart ; there was not that fervour, that transport, that 
ecstacy of passion Avhich 1 had formerly known ; nij bosom was not 
tilled with the little deity. 1 could not help recalling to my 
remembrance the fond, the ravisliing moments I had passed wdth 

S . Had I understood the conditions ()f life, those pleasures 

'were liapj^ily exchanged for my present situation, because, if I 
was now deprived of those rapturous enjoyments, 1 was also 
exempted from the cares and anxiety that attended them ; but I 
w'as generally extravagant in my notions of happiness, and there- 
fore construed my present tiampiillity into an insipid languor and 
stagnation of life. 

“While I remained in this inactivity of sentiment, Lord , 

having received a very considerable addition to his fortune, sent a 

message to me, promising that if I w'ould leave Lord B , he 

would make me a present of a house and furniture, Avhere I should 
live at my ease, without being exposed to his visits, except wdicn I 
should be disposed to receive tliom. This i>roposal he made in 
cousequenetj of Avhat I had ahvays ..declared ; namely, that if he 
had not reduced mo to the necessity of putting myself under the 
protection of sonic person or other, by deiiriving me of any other 
means of subsistence, I should never liavo given the world the least 
cause to scandalise my reputation : and that I wrould withdraw 
myself from my present dependence as soon as he should enable 
me to live by myself. I was therefore resolved to be as good as 
my word, and accepted his offer, on condition that I should be 
wholly at my own disposal, and that ho should never enter my 
door but as a visitant or common friend. 

“ These ayticles being ratified by his word and honour, the value 
of which I did not then know, a house was furnished according to 

my directions ; and T signified my intention to Lord B , who 

consented to my removal, with this proviso, that I should nontinuo 
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to aee him. I wrote also to his relation, Mr. B , who, in his 

answer, observed that it was too late to advise when I was actually 
detorminod. All my friends and acquaintance approved of the 
scheme, though it was one of the most un j iLstifiable steps 1 had 
ever taken, being a ical act of ingratitude to iny benefactor, which 
1 soon did, and always shall, regret and condemn. So little is the 
world qualilied to judge of private affairs ! 

“When the time of our jKirling drew near, Lord B became 

gloomy and discontented, and even entreated me to postpone my 
re.soJution ; but 1 told him, that now every thing was prepared for 
my reception, I could not retract without incuiTing the irnpuUi- 
tioii of folly and extravagance. On the very day of my departure, 

Mr. li endeavoured, w’lth all tlie arguments he could suggest, 

to di.ssu.'ido me from my pur])o.sc ; and 1 made -use t)f the same 
answer which had satisfied bis friend. Finding me determined 
upon removing^ he burst out into a flood of tear.s, exclaiming, ‘By 

God, if Lord^ can bear it, I can’t ' ’ 1 was thunderstruck at 

this expression ; for though 1 had been told that Mr. B was in 

love with mo, 1 g<ivo no credit to the report, because he had never 
declared his jia.ssioii ; and this was the first hint of it that ever 
escaped him in my hearing. 1 was theiefore so much amazed at 
the circumstance of tlu.s abrupt explanation, that T could make no 
answer ; but, having taken my leave, w^eiit aw.ay, ruminating on the 
unexiiocted declaration. 

“LordB , as I w^a.s informed, spoke not a word that whole 

night, and took my leaving him so much to heart, (hat two years 
elapsed before ho got the bettor of his grief. Tliis intelligence 1 
afterwards received from his own mouth, and ashed hi.s forgivcTioss 
for my unkind retreat, though I shall never be able to obtain my 

own. As for Mr, B , he waj overwhelmed ivith .sorrow, and 

made such efforts to suppress his concern, as had well nigh cost 

him his life. Ur. 8 was called ti^ him in the middle f)f the 

night, and found him almost suffocated. lie soon guessed the 
cause, when he understood that I had left the lioiiso ; so that T 
myself was the only pci'soii concerned who was utterly ign(»rant of 
his affection ; for 1 solemnly deelare ho never gave me the h'ast 
rea.son to su.spect it wlnle 1 HvimI with his relation, becau.se he liad 
too much honour to entertain a thought of supplanting his friend, 
and too good an oiiiiiion of me to believe lie should luive succeeded 

ill the atternjit. Though niy love for Lord B was not so tender 

and interesting as the passion 1 had felt for S , iny lidelity was 

inviolable, and .1 never harboured the most distant thought of any 
other person till after I had resolved to leave him, when, I owui, 1 
afforded some small encouragement to the addresses of a now 
admirer, by telling him that I should, in a little time,* be my own 
mistress, though 1 was not now" at my own disposal. 

enjoyed my new liouse as a little paradise : it was accommo- 
dated with all sorts of conveniences ; everything was new, and 
therefore pleasing ; and the whole absolutely at my command. I 
had the company of a relation, a very good woman, with whom I 
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lived in the most amicable manner ; was visited by the best people 
in town —I mean those of the male sex, the ladies having long ago 
forsaken mo ; I fre(pieiited all reputable places of public entertain- 
ment, and had a concert at home once a week ; so that my dciys 
rolled on in happiness and quiet, till all my sweets were embittero<l 
by the vexatious behaviour, of my husband, who began to importune 
mo again to live with him ; and by the increasing anxietygof Lord 

11 , who, though I still admitted his visits, plainly perceived 

tliat I wanted to relinquish bis correspondence. This discovery 
raised such tempests of jealousy and rlespair within his breast, that 
he kept me in continual alarms : he sent messages to me every 
hour, signed liis letters witli his own blood, raved like a man in an 
ecstacy of madness, railed at my ingratitude, and praised my con- 
duct by turns, lie offered to aacrifico everything for my love, to 
leave the kingdom forthwith, and live with me for ever in any i)art 
of the world where I should choose t<j reside. 

“These were generous and tem])ting proposals ; b^t I was beset 
with counsellors who were not totally disinterested, and wdio dis- 
suaded ino from embracing the proffers f)f my lover, on pi’etence 

that Lord would be highly injured by my compliance. I 

listened to their advice, and hardened my heart aj^ainst Lord 

B ’s sorrow and solicitations. My behaviour on this occasion is 

idtogether unaccountable ; tliis was the only time that ever 1 was 

a slave to admonition. Tlio condition of Lord B would have 

molted any heart but mine, and yet mine was one of the most 
sensible : he employed his cousin as an advocate with me, till that 
gentleman actually refused the othce, telling him candidly that his 
own inclinations were too much engaged to permit him to perform 
the task with lidelity and truth, lie accordingly resolved to avoid 
my presence, until my lord and T .should come to some final deter- 
mination, w'hich was greatly retarded by the perseverance of bis 
lordship, who would not resign his hopes, even when I pretended 
that another man liad engaged my heart, but said that in time my 
affection might return. 

“Our cuiTcspondcTice, however, gradually wore off; upon wliiclx 

Mr. B renewed his visits, and many agreeable and happy 

houra we passed together. Nf)t thatjio, or any other person whom 
1 now saw, succeeded to the x>riviloge of a fortunate lover : I knew 
ho loved mo to madness, but I would not gratify his passion any 
other way than by tlie most jirofound esteem and veneration for 
hifl virtues, which were altogether amiable and sublime ; and I 
would here draw his character minutely, but it would take up too 
much time to set forth his merits : the only man living of my 

acquaintance who resembles him is Lord F , of whom I shall 

speak in the sequel. 

“ About this time I underwent a very interesting change in the 

situation of my heart. I had sent a message to my old lover S , 

desiring Ko would allow my picture, which was in his possession, 
to bo copied, and ho now transmitted Jb to me by my lawyer, whom 
he directed to ask if I intended to be at the next masquerade., Thid 
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curiosity had a strange effect upon my spirits ; ray heart fluttered 
at the quovsfiori, and iny imagination glowed with a tliousand fond 
presages. I answered in the affirmative ; and we mot by accident 
at the ball. 1 could not behold liini without emotion : when ho 
accosted me, his well-known voice made my heart vibrate, like a 
musical chord, when its unison is struck; all the ideas of our 2 >Ast 
love, wlvcli the la 2 )se of time and absence liad enfeebled and lulled 
to sloop, now awoke, and wore roinsfdrcd by his appearance ; so 
that his artful excuses were easily admitted : I forgave liini all that 
I had suffered on Ins account, because he was the natural lord of 
iny affection ; and our former corresiKuidonce w^'is reiio\ved. 

“ T thout^il myself in a new' world of Idiss, in consequence of this 
reconciliation, the raptures of which continued unimpaired for the 
siVrice of four months, during which time he was fonder of me, if 
possible, than before ; repeated bis yiroinise of marriage, if Ave 
shcmld ever haye it in our power ; assured me he liad never been 
liap])y since 1^ left me ; that he believed no woman had ever loved 
like mo : and, indeed, to have a notion of my j)assion for that man, 
you must first- have loved as I did : but, through a strange capLioc, 
I broke off the correspondence, out of aiqmjhension that ho would 
forsake mo again, From his past conduct J dreaded what might 
ha]»peu ; and the reruembranco of what I had undergone by his 
inconstancy filled my imagination with sucli lioTTi)r, that I could 
not cudiirc the shocking 2 )rospoct, and prematurely 2 >lnngcd myself 
into the danger rather than endure the terrors of ex 2 >ectation. 1 
reiriombored that his former attachment began in tlie season of my 
[n’osperity, wlieu my fortune ivas m the zenith, and my youth in 
its prime ; and that ho liad forsaken mo in the day of trouble, when 
my life became ombariassed, and my circunivstances wore on tho 
decline : I foresaw nothing but continual persecution from iny 
husband, and feared that if oif.-o tlio Iteener transports of our 
reconciliation should bo over, his afF%C’.tion would sink under the 
severity of its trial. In consequence of this desertion, I received a 
letter from him, acknowledging that he w'as rightly served, but 
that my retreat gave him inexpressible coiicciii. 

“ Meanwhile, Lord continued to act in the cliaracter of a 

fiend, tormenting mo with his jiauseous iriqiovtunities ; ho prev’^ailed 

uijon tho duke of L to employ his influence in persuading me 

to live with him ; assuring liis grace that I had actually iiromised 
to give him that pro<jf of my obedience, and that 1 would come 
homo tho sooner for being jn-essed to com]>lianco by a jiersoii of his 
tank and character. Induced by these rciirosenlations, the duke 
honoured mo Avitli a visit ; and, in the course of his exhortations, I 
understood how he had been thus misinformed ; ujion which I sent 

for Lord , and in his presence convicted him of the falsehood, 

by communicating to his grace tho articles of our last agreement, 
which he did not think proper to deny ; and the duke, being un- 
deceived, declared that he would not have given me the trouble of 
vindicating myself, had he n^t been misled by the insincerity of my 
lord. 
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“Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. II V , and 

afterwards my own fatlier, in the same task ; and, though I still 
adhered to my first resolution, persisted with such obstinacy in his 
ondoavours to make me unhappy, that I determined to leave the 
kingdom. Accordingly, after! had spent the evening Avith him at 
Itanclagh, J went away about two o’clock in the morning, leaving 
my companion, with directions to restore to my lord hw house, 
furniture, plate, and everything ho had given me since onr hist 
accommodation ; so far was 1, upon this occasion, or at any other 
time of iny life, from embezzling any jiart of his fortune. My 
friend followed my instructions most iiunctnally ; and his lordship 
knows and will acknowledge the truth of this assertion.^ 

“Thus have I explained the true cause of iny first expedition to 
Flanders, wliitlior the world Avas good-natured enough to say I 

folloAved Mr. B and the whole army, Avliich happened to bo 

sent abroad that summer. J>efore my departure, 1 likeAvise ii-ans- 
mitted to Lord 15 llie diessing-plate, china, am’ a very con- 

siderable settlement, of Avhicli he bad bi'cn generous enough to 
make mo a present. This Avas an instance of my integrity, Avhicli 1 
thought due to a man avIio had laid me under great obligations ; and 
though 1 have lived to be refused a small sum both by him and 

, I do not repent of my disinterested beliavjonr : all the 

revenge I harbour against tlio last of these lovers is the desire of 
having it in my poAver lo do him good. 

‘,‘1 TioAV found myself adrift in the world again, and very liehly 
deseiTed tlie hardships of niy condition, for my indiscretion in 

leaving Lord B , and in ti listing to the Avord of Lord , without 

some farther security ; but I Imvc dearly iriid for my imiirudenee. 
The more 1 suav into the character of tins man Avhom destiny bath 
appointed niy scourge, tlio more Avas 1 dotorniined to avoid bis 
fellowship and eonmiiinieation ; for lie and 1 are, in j^oiiit of dis- 
position, as op])osite as anydAvo jn-inciplos in nature. In the first 
place, ho is one of the most unsocial beings that ever existed ; Aihen 
I was pleased and hapjiy, bo Ava.s ahvays out of temjior; but if ho 
could find means to oA^crcast and cloud my mirtji, though never so 
innocent, he then discovered signs of uncommon satisfaction and 
content, because, by this disagreepblc teiniier, he bainslied all 
company from his bouse. He i.s extremely Avi'ak of understanding, 
though he possesses a good share of Ioav cunning, Avhich lias so egro- 
giously imposed ujion some people, that they have actually believed 
him a good-natured easy creature, and blamed me because 1 did 
not manage him to better purpose; but upon further acipiaintancc, 
they have always found him obstinate as a mule, and capricious 
as a monkey. Not that he is utterly void of all commendable 
qualities : li6 is punctual in paying his debts, liberal when in good 
liumour, and would be well bred, wxre bo not subject to fits of 
absence, during which he is altogether unconversable ; but lie is 
proud, naturally suspicious, jealous, eiiually with and without 
cause, never made a friend, and ia an ntter stranger to the joys of 
intimacy ; in short, he hangs like a damp upon society, and may be 
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properly called Kill-joy, an epithet which he has justly acquired. 
He honours me with constant professions of love ; but his conduct 
is so opposite to my seiitiinenta of that passion, as to liave been the 
prime source of all my niisfortuncs and affliction ; and I have often 
wished myself the object of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a 
change in his b(3haviour. 

“Indeed, he has not been able to make me more unhappy than 
T believe no is in his own mind ; for he is literally a self- tormentor, 
who never enjoyed one gleam of satisfaction, except at the expense 
of anotlier’s quiet ; and yet, with this, I liad almost called it 
diabolical quality, he expects that I should cherish liiiii with all the 
tenderness of afroction. After ho has been at pains to incur my 
aversion, he punishes my disgust by contriving schemes to mortify and 
perplex me, which have often sueceedisdso elt'ectuaHy as to endanger 
my life and constitution ; for I Jiave been fretted and frighted into 
sundry fits of illness, and then 1 own I have experienced his care 
and concern. * 

“ Over and ifbovo the oddities I have mentioned, he is so unsteady 
in his economy, that ho is always new-modelling his affairs, end 
exhausting his fortune, by laying out ten pounds in order to save 
a shilling. He iiujuires into the character of a servant after ho has 
lived two years in his family, and is so ridiculously stocked with 
vanity and solf-coiiceit, that, notwithstanding my assurance before, 
and the whole series (/f my conduct since our marriage, wdiich ought 
to have ccmvinced him of my dislike, he is still persuaded that, at 
bottom, 1 must admire and bo enaniourod of his agreeable person 
and accomplishments, and that I would not fail to manifest my 
love were I not spirited uj) against him by his own relations. 
Perhaps it might be their interest to foment the misunderstanding 
betwixt us ; but really they give themselves no trouble about our 
affairs, and, so far as I know thciM {tro very good sort of jicople. 
On the whole, I think 1 may with justice pronounce my precious 
yoke-fellow a trifling, teasing, msuftcrablo, inconsistent creature. 

“With the little money which remained of what 1 had received 
from his lordship for housekeeping, I transported myself to Flanders, 
and arrived in Glu-nt, a few days after our troops were (quartered in 
that city, which was so much crowded with these new visitants, 
that I should have found it ifii})racticablc to procure a lodging, 

had I not been accommodated by Lord K B , the duko 

of A ’s youngest brother, who very politely gave me up his 

own. Here I saw my friend Mr. B , wlio w'as overjoyed at my 

arrival, though jealous of evor^’^ man of his acquaintance ; for he 
loved me with all the ardour of passion, and 1 regarded him with 
all the perfection of friendship, which, had he lived, in time might 
have produced love ; though that was a fruit which it never brought 
forth. Notwithstanding his earncat solicitations to the contrary, 
I stayed but a week in Ghent, from whence I proceeded to Brussels, 
and fixed iny abode in the Hotel de Flandro, junong ati agreeable 
set of ladies and gentlemen, with whom I spent my time very 
cheerfully. There was a sort •of court in this city, frequented by 
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all the officers who could obtain admission to go thither; and 
the place in general was gay and agreeable. I was introduced to 
the best families, and very happy in my acquaintance ; for the 
ladies were polite, good-tempered, and obliging, and treated mo 
with the utmost hospitality and respect. Among others, I con- 
tracted a friendship witl^ Madame la comtesse de C , and her 

two daughters, who wore very amiable young ladies ; ai^d became 

intimate with the Princess C , and Countess W , lady of the 

bedchamber to the queen of Hungary, and a great favourite of the 

governor, Monsieur d’lf , in whoso house she lived with his 

wife, who was also a lady of a very engaging disposition. 

“ Soon after I had fixed iny habitation jn Brussels the company 
at our hotel was increased by three officers, who professed them- 
selves my admirers, and came from Clhont with a view of soliciting 

my love. This triumvirate consisted the Scottish earl of , 

Lord R M , and another young officer : the first was a man 

of a very genteel figure and amorous complexion, danced well, and 
had a great deal of good liuinour, with a mixture of vanity and 
self-conccit ; the second liad a good face, though a clumsy person 
and a very sweet disposition, very much ada])ted for the sentimental 

passion of love ; and the third, Mr. W by name, was tall, thin, 

and well-bred, w'ith a great stock of good nature and vivacity. 
These adventurers began their addresses in general acts of gallantry, 
that comprehended several of my female friends, with whom wo 
used to engage in parties of pleasure both in the city and the 
environs, wdiicJi are extremely agreeable. When they thought 
they had taken the preliminary stei)s of securing themselves in my 
good opinion and osteoin, they agreed to go on without farther 

delay, and that Lord should make the first attack upon iny 

heart. 

‘ ‘ He accordingly laid siege to ino with such warmth and assiduity 
that 1 believe he d-jceived himself, and began to think he was 
actually in love, tliough at bottom he felt no impulse that deserved 
the sacred name. Though 1 discouraged him in the beginning, he 
persecuted me with his addresses ; ho always sat by me at dinner, 
and imparted a thousand trilies in continual whispers, which 
attracted the notice of the company so much that I began to fear 
his behaviour would give rise to some report to my prejudice, and 
therefore avoided him wdth tho utmost caution. ^Notwithstanding 
all my care, however, he found moans one night, while my maid, 
who lay in my room, went down stairs, to get into my chamber 
after 1 was in bed ; upon wliich I started up, and told him that if 
ho should approach mo 1 Avoiild alarm the house, for I never wanted 
courage and resolution. Perceiving my displeasure, he kneeled by 
the bedside?, bogged J would have pity on his sufferings, and Swore 
1 should have carte blanche to the utmost extent of his fortune. 
To these proposals I made no other reply but that of protesting I 
would nev^r speak Jto him again if he did not quit my apa^ment 
that moment ; upon which he thought proper to withdraw, and, I 
never afterwards gave him an opportunity of speaking to me on 
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the same subject ; so that in a few weeks he separated himself 
from our society ; though the ladies of Brussels considered him as 
my lover, because of all the other ofheers he was their greatest 
favourite. 

“His lordship being thus repulsed, Mr. W- took the field, 

and assailed my heart in a veiy different manner. Ho said ho 
knew not how to make love, lint w'as 5 man of honour, would 
keep the sberot, and so forth. To this cavalier address 1 answered 
that I was not angry, as I otherwise should liave been at his blunt, 
declaration because I found, by his own confession, he did not 
know' what was due to the sex ; and my uiiha])]iy situation in some 
shape excused him for a liberty which he would not have dreamed 
of taking had not my misfortunes cncouragi^d hia presumption ; 
but I would deal wdtli him in his own way ; and, far from assuming 
tlio prude, frankly assured him that he was n(»t at* all to my taste, 
hoi)ing ho w'uuld consider my dislike as a sutheient reason to reject 
hia love. • 

“ Lord R — •- began to feel the fiym\)tomB of a genuine passion, 
which ho carefully choriahod in silence, being naturally diftid' iit 
and bashful ; but, by the veiy nutans he used to conceal it from 
my observation, I plainly discerned the situation of his heart, and 
was not at all ilispl cased at the progress 1 had made in his inclina- 
tions. Meanwhile, ho cultivated my accpiaintance Avith great 
assiduity and res]K^ct, attended n)o in all my excursions, and i)ar- 
ticularly in an expedition to AnlAvei'i), Avith two other gentlemen, 
Avliore, in doAvnriglit gttide de cmir^ Ave sat for our iiicturea, Avhicli 
were drawn in <uio piece ; one of the party being represented in the 
dress of a hussar, and another in that of a running footman. ^J’his 
incident I mention because the performance, Aviiicli is now in my 
possession, gave birth to a tlionsaiid groundless reports that circu- 
late<l in England at our expense. » 

“It Avas immediately after tliis jaunt that Lord R began to 

disclose his passion, though he at tlfo same time started such 
objections as seemed well nigh to extinguish his hopes, lamenting 
that even if he should have the happiness to engage iny affections, 
his fortune was too inconsiderable to support us against the efforts 

of my Lord , should he atteinjit to interrupt our felicity ; and 

that ho himself was obliged to ffdloAV the motions of the army. In 
short, he seemed to consider my felicity more than his own, and 
behaved with such delicacy as gradually made an impression on my 
heart ; so that when we parted wo agreed to renew our correspon- 
dence in England. 

“ In the midst of these agreeablo arnuBoments, Avliich I enjoyed 
in almost all the different towns of Flanders, 1 happened to bo at 
GheiAt one day, sitting among a good deal of companj', in ono of 
their hotels, when a post-chaise stopped at the gate } upon which we 
went to the windows to satisfy our curiosity, when who should step 
out of the convenience but my little insigniffcant lord ! I no sooner 
announced him to the company, than all tffe gentlemen asked 
whether they should stay and* protect me, or Avithdraw ; and when 
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T assured them that their protection was not necessary, one and all 

of them retired ; though Lord 11 M went no farther than 

the parlour below, being determined to screen me against all 
violence and compulsion. I sent a message to my lord desiring him 
to walk up into my aj)artmont ; but, although his sole errand was 
to see and carry me otf, l^c would not venture to accept of my invi- 
tation till ho had demanded mo in form from the governor of the 
place. That gentleman, being altogether a stranger to his person 
and character, referred him to tlie comuiariding ollicer of the 
Engliali troops, who was a man of humour ; and, upon his lord- 
sliijj's aj)j)lication, pretended to doubt his identity observing that 

ho had always lieard Lord represented as a jolly, corpulent 

man. He gave him to understand, how'over, that even granting 
him to be the person, I was by no means subject to military law, 
uiile.ss he could prove that I had ever listed in his Majesty's service. 

“ Thus disappointed in his endeavours, lie returned to the inn, 
and w’ith much persuasion trusted himself in n^y dining-room, 
aftejr having stationed liis attendant at the door in case of accidents. 
When 1 asked him wdiat had procured me honour of this visit, he 
told me his business and intention Avere to carry me liome. This 
declaration produced a conference, in which T argued the case W'ith 
him ; and matters w^ere accommodated for the present by iny pro- 
mising to be ill England some time in Se])tembei', on condition that 
he would permit mo to live by myself, as before, and immediately 
order the arrears of my pin-iUMnoy to be paid. He a.sseiited to 
everything 1 proposed, returned in peace to his own country, and 
the deficiencies of my allowance w^iro made good ; while I returned 
to Brussels, w'hcre I stayed until my departure for England, 
which 1 regulated in such a manner as ivas consistent with my 
engagement. 

“ i took lodgings in Pall-mall, and, sending for my lord, con- 
vinced him of my juui'jtuality, and put him in mind of his promise ; 
when, to my utter astonishment and confusion, he owned that his 
promise was ik^ more than a decoy to bring mo over, and tliat I 
must lay my account with living in his house like a dutiful and 
obedient wifo. 1 heard him with the indignation such treatment 
deserved, upbraiding him with his perfidious dealing, which I told 
him would liavo determined mo against cohabitation with him, 
had I not been already resolved ; and, being destitute of all 

resource, repaired to Bath, where I afterwards mot with Mr, D 

and Mr. R , two gentlemen who had been my fellow-passengers 

in the yacht from Flanders, and who treated me with great friend- 
ship and politeness, without either talking or thinking of love. 

“With these gentlemen, who were as idle as myself, I went to 
the jubilee* at Preston, which was no other than a great number of 
people assembled in a small town, extremely ill accommodated, to 
partake of diversions that were bad imitations of jilays, concerts, 
and masqifcrades. Jf the world should place to the account of my 
indiscretion my travelling in this manner with gentlemen to whom 
1 had no particular attachment, let it also be considered, as an 
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alio via tioia, that I always lived in terror of iny lord, and conse- 
quently w^s often obliged to shift my quarters ; so that, my finances 
being extremely slender, I stood the more in need of assistance 
and protection. I was, besides, young, inconsiderate, and so simple 
as to suppose the figure of an ugly man would always secure me 
fnmi censure on Ins account ; neither efid I ever dream of any 
man’s addresses until he made an actual declaration of his love. 

“Upon iny return to Bath, 1 was again liarassed by Lord , 

who came thither accompanied by my father, whom I was veiy 
glad to sec, though he importuned mo to comply with m}' husband’s 
desire, and for tlio future keep measures with the 'world. TJiis 
remonstrance about living with iny lord, which he constantly 
repeated, was the only instance of his unkiiidness which I ever 
felt. ■ But all his admonitions were no^. of force siiificient to shake 
my rosolulion in that partic dtn, chough the dcbat(‘ continued so 
late, that I told his lordship it was liigli time to retire, for 1 could 
not acc(»nmj(»diftc him with a bed. Ho (lien gave me (^) understand 
that he would stay where he was ; upon which my father took Ms 
leave, on xiretenco <^f huiking out for a lodging for Ijimself. 

“The little geiitleman, being now left tetf-dAHc with mo, began 
to discover some signs of apprehension in his looks ; but, mustering 
up all his resolution, he went to the door, called up three of his 
servants, ■whom ho placed as sentinels upon the stair, and flounced 
into my elbow-chair, whore ho resigned himself to rest. Intending 
to go to bod, I thought it was but just and decent that I should 
screen myself from the intrusion of his footmen, and with that view 

bolted the door. Lord , hearing hiniself haiUed in, started up 

in the utmost terror and consternation, kicked the dour with his 
heel, and screamed aloud, as if he had been in the hands of an 
avssassin. My father, wdio had not yet quitted the house, hearing 
these outcries, ran up stairs again, and, coining through my bed- 
chamber into the dining-room where wo \vere, found mo almost 
suffocated with laughter, and his heroic son-in-law staring like 
one who had lost his wits, with his hair standing on cud. 

“When my father asked the meaning of his exclamations, ho 
told him, with all the sjunptoms of dismay, that I had locked him 
in, and ho did not understam? such usage ; but I explained the 
whole mystery, by saying, I had bolted the dot>r, because I did not 
like the company of his servants, and could not imagine the cause 
of his panic, unless he thought 1 designed to ravish him ; an insult, 
than which nothing -was farther from my intention. My father 
himself could scarce refrain from laughing at his ridiculous fear ; 
but, seeing him in great confusion, took j>ity on his condition, and 
carried him off to his own lodgings, after I had givoi\ my word 
that I would not attempt to escape, but give him audience next 
morning. I accordingly kept my promise, and found means to 
persuade them to leave mo at my own discretion. Next* day I was 

rallied upon the stratagem I had contrived to frighten Lord ; 

and a thousand idle stories w^re told about this adventure, wjiich 
happened literally as T have related it, 
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“From Bath I betook my self J to a small house near Lincoln, 

which I had liired of tho d of A , because a country life 

suited best witli luy iiic(>mo, which was no more than four hundred 
pounds a-year, and that not well paid. I continued some months 

ill this rctiroiiient, and saw no company, except LordR M , 

who lived 111 the ncighbc)urh(K>d, and visited me twice ; till, finding 
myself indisposed, I w-as obliged to remove to Loudon* and took 
lodgings in Maddox-street, where my garrison was taken by storm 

by my lord and his steward, reinforced by Mr. L V (who, 

as my lord told me, liad a subsidy of five-and-twonty pounds before 
ho would take tho field) and a couple of hardy footmen. This 
formidable band rushed into my iiyiartment, laid violent haiid.s 
upon me, dragged mo down stairs without gloves or a cloak, and, 
thrusting me into a coach that stood at the door, convoyed mo to 
my lord’s hidgings in (lloucoster-stroet. Upon this occasion liis 
lordship courageously drew his sword upon fny woman, who 
attempted to defend me from his insults, and, in^^all probability, 
would have intimidated him from proceeding ; for he looked pale 
and aghast, his knees knocked together, and ho breathed thick and 
hard, with liis nostrils dilated, as if he had scon a gliost. But he 
was encouraged by his mercenary associate, who, for tho five-and- 
twenty pounds, stood by him in tho day of iroublo, and spirited 
him on to tliis gallant enterprise. 

“In consequence of this exploit, I was cooped up in a palbiy 
apartment in Gloucostor-sbreet, where I was close beset by his 

lordshii), and his worthy stowanl Mr. 11 , with a sob of servants 

that were the croaburos of this ftdlow, of whom Lord himself 

stood in awe ; so that I could nob help thinking myself in Newgate, 
among tlncves and rullians. To such a degree did my terror avail, 
that I actually believed I was in danger of being poisoned, and 
would not receive faiy sustenance, except from the hands of one 
harmless-looking fellow, foreigner, who was my lord’s valet-de- 
charnbro. 1 will not pretend to say my fears were just ; but such 

was ray opinion of £1 n, that 1 never doubted lio would put me 

out of the way, if he thought my life interfered with his interest. 

“On the second day of my miprisomnent, I was visited by the 
duke of L — z — , a friend of my lord, who found me sitting u[)on a 
trunk, in a poor little dining-room filled with lumber, and lighted 
with two bits of tallow candle, which had been loft over-night. 
He perceived in my counWnanco a mixture of rage, iudignation, 
terror, and despair, lie compassionated my sufferings, though he 
could not alleviato my distro^.s any other way than by interceding 
with my tyrant to mitigate iny oppression. Nevertheless, 1 
remained /ileveii days in this comfortable situation ; I was watched 
like a criminal all day, and one of the servants walked from one 
room to another all night, in tho nature of a patrole ; while my 
h)rd, who 4ay in the chamber above mo, got out of bed, and tripped 
to tho window at the sound of every coiich*that chanced to pass 

through the street. H * who wdli consummate in tho arts of a 

sycophant, began to court my favour, by condoling my aflliotioii, 
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and assuring me, that the only method by which I could regain 
ray liberty was a cheerful compliance with the humour of my lord. 
I was fully convinced of the truth of this observation ; and though 
my temper is altogether averse to dissimulation, attempted to 
afiect an air of serenity and resignation. But this disguise I found 
would not answer my purpose, and therefore I had recourse to the 
assistance of ray maid, who was permitted to attend me in my 
confinement. With her I frequently consulted about the means 
of accomf>lishing my escape. In consequence of our deliberations, • 
she directed a coach and six to be ready at a certain part of the 
town, and to wait for me three days in the same place, in case I 
could not come before the expiration of that term. 

“This inevious measure being takem according to my instruc- 
tions, the next necessary step was to elude the vigilance of my 
guard ; and in this manner vlid I ellbctiiatc my purpose. Being, 
by this time, mdulged in the liberty of going out in the coach, 
for the benefit of the air, attended by two footmen, who had orders 
to watch all my motions, 1 made use of this privilege one forenoon, 

when Lord expected some company to dinner, and bade the 

coachman drive to the lodgings of a man who wrote with bis 
mouth, intending to give iny spies the slip, on pretence of seeing 
this curiosity ; but they wore t<jo alert in their duty to be thus 
outwitted, and followed me upstairs into the very apartment. 

“Disappointed in this hope, 1 revolved another scheme, which 
was attended with success. 1 bought some olives at an oil-shop, 
and, telling tlio st'rvants I would proceed to 8t. James’s-gate, and 
take a turn in the park, broke <me of the bottles by the way, 
complained of the misfortune when I was set down, and desired 
.that my coach might be cleaned before my return. While iny 
attendants were employed in Jhis office, I tripped across the 
Parade to the Horse-guards, and chanced to meet with an acquaint* 
ance in the park, who tuiid he saw bf my countenance that I was 
on some expedition. I owned his suspicion was just ; but, as I 
had not time to relate particulars, T quickened my pace, and took 
possession of a hackney-coach, in which I proceeded to the vehicle 
which I had appointed to be in waiting. 

“While I thus compassedtmy escape, there was nothing but 
pei*i)lexity and confusion at home ; dinner was delayed till six 
o’clock ; my lord ran half the town over in quest of his equipage, 
which at last returned with an account of my elopement. My 
maid was brought to the question, and grievously threatened ; but, 
like all the women I ever had, mraained unshaken in her fidelity. 
Ill the mean time, I travelled night and day towards my retreat 
in Lincolnshire, of which his lordshiji had not as yet ^nt the least 
intelligence ; and as my coachman was but an inexperienced 
driver, I was obliged to make use of ray own skill in that exercise, 
and direct his endeavours the whole way, without ronturing to 
go to bed, or take the least repose, until I reAched my own habita* 
tion. There I lived in peace and tranquillity for the space of 
six weeks, when I was alanned by one of my loixl’s myrmidons, 
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who came into tho neighbourhood, blustering and swearing that ho 
would carry me off cither dead or alive. 

“ It is not to lie supposed that I was perfectly easy when I was 
made acquainted with his purpose and declaration, as my whole 
family consisted of no more than a couple of women and one 
footman. However, I summoned np my courage, wliich had 
been often tried, and never forsook me in the day of danger ; and 
sent him word, that if ever ho should presume to approach my 
house, I would order liini to be shot Avithout ceremony. Tho 
fellow did not choose to put mo to tho trial, and returned to town 
without his eirand : but as tho place of my abode was now dis- 
covered, 1 laid my account with having a visit from his employer ; 
I therefore planted spies upon the road, with a iironiise of reward 
to him who should bring me the first intelligence of his lordship’s 
approach. 

“Accordingly, 1 was one moi-niug apprised of hie coming; and, 
mounting horse immediately, with my Avoinan aiii valet, away 
W'e rode, in defiance of winter. In two days T traversed the 
Avilds of Lincolnshire and hundreds of Essex, crossed the river at 
Tilbury, breakfasted at Chatham, by the help of a guide and 
moonlight arriv’ed at Dover the same OA’^cning, embarked for 
Calais, in Avhich place I found myself next day, at tAvo o’clock 
in tho afternoon ; and, being heartily tired witli my journey, 
betook myself to rest. My maid, Avho was not able to travel with 
such expedition, followed mo at an easier pace ; and the footman 
was so astonished at my jierseverance, tliat he could not help 
asking, upon tho road, if ever J was weary in my life ? Certain 
it is, my spirits and resolution liavo enabled mo to undergo 
fatigues that are almost incredible. From Calais I Aveut to. 
Brussels, wliere 1 again set up i]}y rest in pri\'^ato lodgings ; was 
again perfectly well received by tho fashionable people of that 
place ; and, by tlie interest of my friends, olitained tho queen of 
Hungary’s protection against tho persecution of rny husband, while 
I should reside in tho Austrian Netherlands. Thus secured, 1 
lived uneensured, conversing with the English company with 
whom this city Avas crowded, but spent tho most agreeable part 
of my time witli the countess of O^alembcrg, in whoso house I 
generally dined and supped ; and [ also contracted an intimacy 
with tho princess of Cheniay, who Avas a great favourite with 
Madame d’Harrach, the goA crnor’s lady. 

“ I had not been long in this liappy situation, Avhen I Avas dis- 
turbed by the arrival of Lord , wlio demanded rue of tho 

governor ; but, finding mo sheltered from his power, he set out 
for Vienna ; and, in consequence of his representations, strengthened 

Avith the duke of N ’s name, my protection was withdrawn. 

But, before this application, ho had gone to the camp, and 
addressed himself to my Lend Stair, who was my particular friend 
and ally by my first marriage, dcsirim^ he would compel me to 
return to his house. His lordship told him that 1 was in no shape 
subject to his command * but invited him to dinner, with a view. 
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of diverting himself and company at the expense of his guest. 
In the evening, ho was plied with so many bumpers to my health, 
that ho became intoxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted 
upon seeing Lord Stair after he was retired to rest, and quarrelled 

with Lord D , who, being a tall, large, raw-boned ScotcJiraan, 

could liave swallowed him at one mouthful : but he thought he 
might venture to challenge him, in hopes of' being pub under 
arrest by the general : though he rcokoned without his host : Lord 
Stair knew Iiis diH])Osition, and, in order to punish his presump- 
tion, winked at the allair. The challenger, finding himself mis- 
taken ill liis conjocturo, got up early in the morning, and went off 
post for Vienna ; and Lord Stair desired a certain man of quality 
to make me a visit, and give mo an ac^count of his behaviour. 

lleing now deprived of my protection and .pin-money, wliich 
my generous Inisband wcuild no loufror pay, I was reduced to great 

diliiculty and distress. Tlu, duchess d’Aremherg, Lord G , and 

many other fiersons of distincthm interceded in my behalf with 
his majesty, who was then abroad ; hut he refused to interpose 
between man and wife. The countess of Calemhcrg wrt te a 
letter to luy father, in which she reprcst'iited my uncomfortable 
situation, and undertook to answer for my conduct-, in case ho 
would allow mo a small annuity, on which 1 could livo inde- 

})cndeub of Lord , >\ho, by all accounts, was a wretch 'with 

wliom r could never enjoy tlio loa.st liappinoss or quiet ; other'wuso 
she would bo the first to advise me to an accommodation. 8hc gave 
him to understand that her character was neither doubtful nor 
obscure ; and that if iiiy conduct tlicre had not been irrcproachabJt^, 
she should not have t-akon mo und(;r her protection ; that as I pro- 
4Josed to board in a convent, a small sum w'ould an.sw^er my occa- 
sions ; hut, if that should bo denied, I 'would actually go to service, 
or take some other desperate step, to avoid the man who w'as my 
bane and aversion. • 

“To this kind remonstrance my father answered, that his for- 
tune Avould not allow him to assist me ; ho had now a young 
family ; and that I ought, at all events, to return to iny husbaii<i. 
By this time, such was the extremity of my circumstances, that 
r v/sn forced to pawn ray cl(>tEiies and every trifling trinket in my 

possession, .and oven to descend so far .as to solicit Mr. H for a 

loan of fifty pounds, which lie refused. Thus was 1 deserted in 
my distress by two persons, to whom, in tlic season of my affluence, 
my purse had been always open, jfothing so effectually subdues 
a spirit unused to supplicate, as >vant ; repulsed in this manner, I 

harl recourse to Lord B , who was also, it seems, unable to 

relieve my necessities. Thi.s mortification I deserved at his hands, 
though he had once put it in my power to be above all such paltry 
applications ; and I should not have been compelled to the dis- 
agreo.able task of troubling my friends, had not I voluntarily 
resigned what he formerly gave mo. As ttf the other gentleman 
to whom I addressed mys^ on this occasion, I think he might 
have shown more regard to my situation, not only for the reasons 
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already mentioned, but because ho knew me too well to be igno- 
rant of what I must have suffered, in condescending to make such a 
request. 

“Several officers, who guessed my adversity, generously offered 
to supply me with money ; but I could not bring myself to make 
use of their friendship, or V)ven to own my distress, except to one 
person, of whom I borrowed a small sum. To crown my misfor- 
tunes, r was taken very ill, at a time when there was no other way 
of avoiding the clutches of my persecutor but by a precipitate 
flight. In this emergency, I applied to a worthy gentleman at 
Brussels, a very good friend of mine, but no lover ; — 1 say no lover, 
because every man is supposed to act in that capacity who, 
befriends a young woman in distress. This generons Fleming set 
out with me, in the night, from Brussels, and conducted me to the 
frontiers of Franco. Being very much indisposed, both in mind 
and body, when 1 was obliged to undertake this expedition, I 
shtmld, in all ijrobability, have sunk under the fat%uo of travel- 
ling, had not my sj)irits been kept up by tlio conversation of my 
companiou, who was a man of business and consetpionce, and 
undertook to manage my aflairs in such a manner as would enable 
me to re-establish my residence in the place I had loft. He was 
young and active, attended me with the utmost care and assiduity, 
and left nothing undone which he thought would contribute to my 
ease and satisfaction. I believe his friendship for mo was a little 
tinctured with ariotlier passion ; but he was married, and lived 
very well with his wife, wlio was alst) my friend j so that ho know I 
would never think of him in the light of a lover. 

“ Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accommodated mo with a 
little money (for a little was all I would take), and' returned to hia 
own city, after wo had settled a cq^Tospoiidence by letters. I was 
detained a day or two in this place by my indisj'osition, which 
increased ; but nevertheless proceeded to Paris, to make interest 
for a protection from the king of France, which that monarch 
graciously accorded mo in three days after my first application ; and 
his minister .sent orders to all the governors and intendants of the 

province towns, to protect me against the efforts of Lord , in 

whatever place I should choose to reside. 

“Having returned my thanks at Versailles for this favour, and 
tfUTiod a few days at Paris, which was a place altogether unsuit- 
able to the low ebb of my fortune, 1 repaired to Lisle, where I 
intended t(^ lix my habitation ; and there my disorder recuri'ed 
with such violence, that I was libligod to send for a physician, who 
seemed to have been a disciple of Sangrado ; for he scarce left a 
drop of blood in my body, and yet I found myself never a whit the 
better. Indeed, I was so much exhausted by those evacuations, 
and my constitution so much impaired by fatigue and perturbation 
of mind, thsyj^ I had no other hope of recovering but that of reach- 
ing England, and putting myself under the direction of a physician 
on whoso ability I could depend. ‘ 

“ With this doubtful prospect, therefore, 1 determined to attempt 
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a return to my native air, and actually departed from Lisle in such 
a melancholy, enfeebled condition, that 1 had almost fainted when 
I was put into the coach. But before I resolved upon this journey, 
I was reduced to the utmost exigence of fortune ; so that I could 
scarce afibrd to buy provisions had it boon in iny power to eat, and 
should not have been able to defray ni^ travelling expenses, had I 

not bee\i generously befriended by Lord R M , who, I am 

sure, wt)uld have done anything for my ease and accommodation, 
though he has unjustly incurred the impiitatic^n of being parsimo- 
nious, and 1 had no reason to expect any such favour at his hands. 

“In this deplorable state of licalth 1 was conveyed to Calais, 
being all the way, as it were, in the arms of death, without having 
swallowed the least sustenance on the road. 8o much was my 
indisposition augmented by the fatigue of the journey, that I 
swooned when I was brou'iht into tlu' inn, and had almost expired 
before 1 could* receive the least assistance or advice : however, my 
spirits wore ^ little revived by some broad and wine, which I took 
at the j)ersuasion of a French surgeon, who, chancing to pass by 
the do(3r, was called up to my relief. Having scut my servant to 
Brussels, to take cave of my clothes, 1 erul)arked in the packet- 
boat, and by the time we arrived at Dover, was almost in ex- 
tremity. 

“ Hero I found a return-coach, in which I was carried to London, 
and was put to bed in the house wdicro we put up, more dead than 
alive. The people of tlie inn sent for an apothecary, wlio adminis- 
tered some cordial that recalled mo to life : and when I recovered 
the use of sjiocch, 1 told him who I was, and desired him to wait 

upon Dr. S , and inform him of my situation. A young girl, 

* who was niece to the landlord’s wifi?, seeing me unattended, made 
a tender of her service to me, a^id I accepted the offer, as well as of 
a lodging in the ajiothecary’s house, to which I was conveyed as 
soon as my strength would admit ftf my removal. There I was 
visited by my physician, who was shocked to find me in such a 
dangerous condition ; hoAvovor, having considered my case, he 
perceived that my indisposition proceeded from the calamities I 
had undergone, and encouraged mo with the hope of a speedy cure, 
provided I could be kept easy and undisturbed. I was accordingly 
attended with all imaginable care, my lord’s name being never 
mentioned in my heaving, because T considered him as the fatal 
source of all my misfortunes ; and in a month I recovered my 
health, by the great skill and tenderness of my doctor^ who ngw 
finding me strong enough to encounter fresh troubles, endeavoured 
to persuade me that it would be my wisest step to return to my 
husband, whom, at that time, ho had often occasion to see. But 1 
rejected his proposal, commenced a now laAvsuit for separation, and 
took a small house in St. James’s-squaro. 

‘ ‘ About this time, my woman returned from BrusjielB, but with- 
out my clothes, which were detained on rfccount of the money I 
owed in that place ; and, •asking her dismission from my service, 
sot up shop for herself, I liad not lived many weeks in my new 



396 


PEUEGRINB PICKLE. 


lial»ifc;ition, when my persecutor renewed liis attempts to make 
himself master of my person ; but I had learned from experience 
to redouble my vigilance, and he was frustrated in all his endea- 
vours. I wfis again happy in the converaation of my former 
acquaintance, and visited by a great number of gentlemen, mostly 
persons of probity and sense, who cultivated my friendship, without 
any other motive of attachment, Not that I was unsolicited on the 
article of love : that was a theme on which I never wanted orators ; 
and could I have prevailed upon myself to i)rolit by the advances 
that wore niadc, 1 might have managed my oj)portuiiitie8 so as to 
have set fortune at defiance for the future : but I was none of 
those economists, who can sacrifice their hearts to interested con- 
siderations. 

'‘One evening, while I was conversing wdlh three or four of my 
friends, my lawyer came in and t<dd me ho had something of 
consequence to impart, upon which all the gentlomeni but^lone wont 
away. Then ho gave mo to understand that my suit rvould imme- 
diately come to trial ; and though he hoped tlio best, the issue was 
uncertain ■ that if it should bo given against mo, the decision 
would inspire my lord with fresh sinnts to disturb inv peace ; and 
therefore it would be convenient tor me to retire, until the afiair 
should be brought to a determination. 

“ I was very mucli disconcerted at fhis intelligence ; ami the 
gentleman who stayed, ]>erceiving my oouc(un asked what 1 
intended to do, or if ho could servo me in any sliape, and desired to 
know whither 1 proposed to retreat. 1 afFected to laugh, and 
answered, ‘ To a garret, T believe * To this over-strained raillery 
ho replied, that if T should, his friendship and regard would find 
the way to my apartment j and 1 had no reason to doubt the 
sincerity of his declaration. We consulted about the measures I 
should take, and 1 determined to remove into the country, where I 
was soon favoured with a lejter from him, wherein he expressed 
the infinite pleasure ho had in being able to assure me that my 
suit had been successful, and that I might appear again with great 
safety. 

“ Accordingly I returned to tovm in his coach and six, which ho 
had sent for my convenience, and ithe same evening went with 
him to the masquerade, where ivo passed the night very agree- 
ably, liis spirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch 
by the happy event of my process. This gentleman was a person 
of great honour, worth and gr)od-naturo ; he loved me extremely, 
but did not care that I should know the extent of his passion : on 
the contrary, he endeavoured to persuade me, he had laid it down 
as a maxim, that no woman should ever have power enough over 
his heart to give him the least pain or disquiet. In short, he had 
made a progress in my affection, and to his generosity was I in- 
debted for mv subsistence two whole years, during which he was 
continually professing ’ this philosophic indifference, while, at the 
same time, he was giving me daily assurances of his friendship 
and esteem, and treating mo with incessant marks of the most 
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passionate love ; so that I concluded his intention was cold, though 
his temper was warm. Considering myself as an encumbrance 
upon his fortune, T redoubled my endeavours to obtain a separate 
maintenance from my lord, and removed from St. Jaines’s-square 
to lodgings at Kensington, wliero I had not long enjoyed myself in 
tranquillity, before it was interrupted by a very unexpected visit. 

“ VVlplc 1 was busy one day dressing in my dining-room, t found 
his lordship at my elbow before I ^A■a8 aware of his approach, 
although his coach was at the door, and the house already in the 
possession of his servants, lie accosted me in the usual style, as 
if we had parted the night before ; and I answered him with an 
appearance of the same careless familiarity, desiring him to sit down 
while I retreated to my chamber, locked the door, and fairly went 
to bod ; being, perhaps, the first woman who went thither for pro- 
tection from the insults of a man. Here, then, I immured myself 
with my faithful Abig.iil. My i('rd, finding me secured, knocked at 
the door, and through the keyhole bogged to be admitted, assuring 
mo, that all lie wanted was a conference. 1 desired to be excused, 
though I believed his assurance ; but I had no inclination t'- eon- 
verse with him, because 1 knew from experience the nature of his 
conversation, Avhich was so disiigrocable and tormenting, that I 
would have exchanged it at any time lor a good beating, and thought 
myself a gainer by the bargain. However, he persisted in his 
iuiportunitica to such a degree, that I assented to his iDroposal, on 

condition that the duke of L should bo prcwsent at the interview : 

and he immediately sent a message to his grace, Avhilo 1 in peace 
ate my breakfast, convoyed in a basket, Avliich was lioisted up to 
the window of my bedchamber. 

“The duke was so kind as to come at my lord’s request, and, 
before I would ojien the (Uior, gave me his word that I should be 
protected from all violence anil couqmlsion. Thus assured, they 
Avcrc permitted to enter. My little jj^utlciiian, sitting down by my 
bedside, began to repeat the old liackncyed arguments he had 
formerly used, with a view of inducing me to live with liim ; and 
I, on my side, repeated iny former objections, f)r jirctondcd to 
listen to his representations, while my imagination vas employed 
iii contriving the means of eftectiiig an escape, as the duke easily 
jiorceived by my couiitenancA 

“Finding all his remonstrances inefFectual, lie quitted the 
chamber, and left his cause to the eloquence of his grace, who sat 
vdth me a whole lialf-hoiir, without exerting himself much in behalf 
of his client, because ho knew I was altogether obstinate, and deter- 
mined on that score ; but joked upon the behaviour of his lordship, 
who, though jealous of most peoi:)lo, had left him alone with mo in 
my bedchamber, observing, that Jio must either haye grtyit con- 
fidence ill his virtue, or a very bad opinion of him otherwise. In 
short, I found means to defer the categorical answer till next day, 
and invited the duke and his lordship to dine with me to-morrow*. 
My wise yoke-fellow seemed to doubt the sincerity of this invitation, 
and was very much disposed to keep possession of my house j but, 
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by the perfluasiona of his grace, and the advice of H , who was 

his chief counaellor and back, he was prevailed upon to take iriy 
word, and for the present left me. 

“They wore no sooner retired, than I rose with great expedition, 
packed up my clothes, and took shelter in Essex for the first time. 
Next (Lay, iny lord and his noble friend came to dinner, according 
to appointment ; and being^'informed of my escajio by my woman, 
whom I had left in the house, his lordship discovered some signs of 
discontent, and insisted upon seeing my papers ; upon which, my 
maid produced a parcel of bills which I owed to dilFerent people. 
Notwithstanding this disapointmont, ho sat down to what was 
provided for dinner, and with groat deliberation ate up a leg of 
lamb, the best part of a fowl, and something else, which I do not 
now remember ; and then very pcficeably went away, giving my 
maid an opportunity of following me to the place of my retreat. 

“ My intention was to have sought refuge, as formerly, in another 
country ; but 1 was prevented from putting my design in execution 
by a ht of illnoss, during wliich 1 was visited by my pliysician and 
some of my own relations, particularly a distant cousin c^f mine, 
whom my lord had engaged in his interests, by promising to recom- 
pense her handsomely, if she c(mld ] persuade me to comply with his 
desire. In this olHce she was assisted by the doctor, who was my 
friend, and a man of sense, for whom I have tlio most perfect 
esteem, though he and I liavo often dillbrod in point (^f opinion. 
In a word, T was exjiused to the incessant miportunitios of all my 
acquaintance, whicli, added to the desperate circumstances of my 
fortune, compelled me to embrace the terms that woro offered, and 
I again returned to the domestic duties of a wife. 

“ I was ccmducted to my lord’s house by an old friend of mine, a 
gentleman turned of fifty, of admirable parts and understanding : 
ho was a pleasing companion, cheerful and humane, and had 
acquired a great share of my esteem and respect. 7n a word, his 
advice had great w’eight in deliberations, bocauso it seemed to 
bo the result of experience and disinterested friendship. Without 
all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my welfare ; but, being 
an admirable politician, Ids scheme was to make my interest coin- 
cide will) his own inclinations ; for I had unwittingly made an 
innovation upon his heart ; and as he thought I should hardly 
favour his passion while I was at liberty to converse with the rest 
of my admirers, he counselled mo to surrender that freedom, well 
knowing that my lord would be easily persuaded to banish all his 
rivals from the liouse ; in which case, he did not doubt of his beinjg 
able to insinuate himself into my affections : because he laid it 
down as an eternal truth, that if any two persons of different 
sexes were obliged to live together in a desort, where they would 
bo excluded /roin all other human intercourse, they would naturally 
and inevitably contract an inclination for each other. 

How just this hypothesis might be 1 leave to the determination 
of the curious ; though, if I may be allowed to judge from my own 
disposition, a couple so situated would be apt to imbibe mutual 



MEMOIRS OF A LADY OF QtTALITY. 


390 


disgusts, from the luiture and necessity of their union ; unless their 
association was at first the effect of reciprocal affection and esteem. 
Be this as it will, 1 honour the gentleman for his plan, which was 
ingeniously contrived and artfully conducted ; but I happened to 
have too much address for him in the sequel, cunning as he was, 
though, at first, I did not perceive his dyift ; and his lordship was 
much less likely to comprehend his meaning. 

“ Immediately after this new accommodation, T was carried to a 
country-house belonging to my lord, and ,\vas simple enough to 
venture myself, unattended by any servant on whoso integrity I 

could depend, in the hands of his lordshiji and II , whose vil- 

lany I alw’ays dreaded j though at this time my apprehensions 
^wero considerably increased, by recollecting that it was not his 
interest to let mo live in the house, lest his conduct should bo 
inquired into ; and by remmnboriiig, that the very house to which 
wc Avero going, had been burnt down, in a veiy short space 

of time, not without suspicion of his having been the incendiary, 
on account of Some box of writings which was lost in the conflagra- 
tion. True it is, this imputation w'.as never made good : and per- 
haps he was altogether innocent of tlie cliargo, which, nevertholese, 
fttfeoted my siiirits in such a manner, as rendered me the most 
miserable of all mortals. In this tciror did I remain, till my coii- 

stonuitiou was w'eakeued by the arrival of Mr. Dal , a g(»od- 

naturod, worthy man, w'honi my lord bad invited to his house, and, 
1 thought, wouM not see me ill-used. Ju a few weeks we were joined 

by Dr. S and his lady, who visited us according to tlieir promise ; 

and it was resolved that we should sot out for Tunbridge on a iiarty 
of pleasure, and, at our return, examiiui H n’a accounts. 

“ This last part of our scheme was not at all relished by our 
jv'orthy steivard, who, therefore, determined to overturn our whole 
plan, and succeeded accordingly. •My lord, all of a sudden declared 
himself against the jaunt we had projected, and insisted upon my 
staying at home, without assigning any* reason for this peremptory 
behaviour ; his countenance being cloudy ; and for the space of 
three days he did not open his mouth. At last, he one night 
entered my bedchamber, to Avhich ho now had free access, with 
his sword under his arm, and, if 1 remember aright, it was ready 
drawn. I could not help takhig notice of this alarming circum- 
stance, which shocked me the more, as it happened immediately 
after a gloomy fit of discontent. How^ever, 1 seemed to overlook 
the incident, and, dismissing my maid, wont to beii, because I was 
ashamed to acknowledge, even to my own heart, any dread of a 
person whom I despised so much. However, the strength of my 
constitution was not equal to the fortitude of my mind : I was 
taken ill, and the servants were obliged to bo called up ; while my 
lord himself, terrified at my situation, ran up stairs to Mrs. S— — — , 
who was in bed ; told her, with evident perturbation of spirits, 
that 1 was very much indisposed ; and said^ he believed 1 was 
frighted by his entering my chamber with his sword in hand. 

** This lady was so startled %t his information, that she ran into 
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my apartment half-naked, and, aa she went down stairs, asked 
what reason could induce him to have carried his sword with him? 
Upon whicli ho gave her to understand, that his intention was to 
kill the bats. I believe and hope he had no other design than that 
of intimidating me ; but when the aflair happened, 1 was of a 

different opinion. Mrs. S , having i)ut on her clothes, sat up 

Jill night by my bedside, and was so good as to assure me, that she 
would not leave me until I should bo safely delivered from the 
aijprohensions that surrounded me in this house, U) which she and 
the doctor had been the principal cause of my coming ; for my lord 
had haunted and importuned them incessantly on this subject, pro- 
testing that he hwed me with the most inviolable affection ; and all 
he desired was, that 1 would sit at his table, rnanago his family,, 
and share his fortune. By these professions, uttered with an air 
of honesty and good nature, he had imposed himself upon them for 
the best-tempered creature upon earth ; and they used all their 
influence with mo to take him into favour. This luith been the 
case with a groat many jieople, who had but a superficial know- 
ledge of his disposition ; hut, in the course of their acquaintance, 
they have never failed to discern and acknowledge thei: mistjike. 

‘'■The doctor, on his return from Tunbridge, to which place he had 
made a trip by himself, found mo ill in bed, and tlie whole family 
in confusion : surprised and concerned at this disorder, he entered 
into expostulation with my lord, who owned, that the cause of his 

displeasure and disquiet wjis no other than jealousy. H had 

informed him, that 1 had been seen to walk out with Mr. Bal 

in a morning, and that our coiTcspondouce had been observed ; 
with many additional circunisUnccs which wore absolutely false 
and groundless. This iinputiition was no sooner understood, than 
it was resolved that the accuser Avould bo examined, in presence' 
of ua Jill. He accordingly a])peared, exceedingly drunk, though it 
was morning, and repeated the articles of the chaige, as an infor- 
mation he had received from a man who came from town to hang 
the bells, and was long ago returned to Loudon. 

‘‘This was an instance of his cunning and address, which did 
not forsake him even in his hours of intoxication. Had he fixed 
the calumny on any one of the servants, he would have been con- 
fronted and detected in his falsehe^id. Nevertheless, though he 
could nob be legally convicted, it plfiinly appeared that he was the 

author of this defamation, which incensed Mr. Bal to such a 

degree, that he could scarce be withheld from punishing him on 
the spot by manual cha.stisement. However, Jio was prevailed 
upon to abstain from such immediato vengeance, as a step un- 
worthy of his character ; and the affiiir was brought to this issue, 

that his lordship should either part with mo or Mr. H ; for I 

was fully detonnined against living under the same roof with such 
an incendiary. 

“This aViernative being proposed, my lord dismissed his steward, 
and we returned to town with the doctor and Mrs. S ; for I 

j 
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had imbibed such horror and avervsion for this country-seat, though 
one of the pleasantest in England, that I could not bear to live in 
it. VVe thereforo removed to a house in Bond-street, where, accord- 
ing to the advice of my friends, 1 exerted my whole power and 
complaisance, in endeavours to keep my husband in good humour ; 
but was so unsuccessful ui my attempts, Wiat, if ever ho was worse- 
temperec^ more capricious, or intolerable at one time than at 
another, this was the season in which his ill-humour predominated 
to the most rancorous degree. 1 was scarce ever permitted to stir 
abroad, saw nobody at home but my old male friend whom I have 
mentioned above, and the doctor with his lady, from whose conver- 
sation also T was at last excluded. 

- “ Nevertheless, I contrived to steal a meeting now and then with 
my late benefactor, for whom I entertained a great share of affec- 
tion, exclusive of tliat gratitude whuh was due to bis generosity. 
It was not his fault that I cmiipromised matters with my lord ; for 
he ivas as froe^or his purse, as 1 was iiuwilling to use it. It would, 
therefore, have been unfriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in me, 
now that I was in affluence, to avoid all intercourse with a rnau 
who had sui^poibcd me in adversity. I think people cannot bo too 
shy anil scrupulous in receiving favoui's ; but wlien once they are 
conferred, they ought never to forgot tlie obligation : and I was 
never more concerned at any incident in my life, than at hearing 
that this gentleman did not receive a letter, in which 1 acknow- 
ledged the last proof of his friendship and liberality which I had 
occasion to use, bccauso I have since Jeariicd that he suspected mo 
of neglect. 

But to return to my situation in Bond-street. I boro it as well 
as [ could for the space of three months, during which 1 lived in 
Hio midst of spies who w'oro employed to watch iny conduct ; and 
underwent every mortification tluit malice, power, and folly could 
inflict. Nay, so ridiculous, so unrcasor»able, was my tyrant in his 
Kplcon, that ho declared he would even bo jealous of Heydigger, if 
there was no other man to incur his suspicion : ho expected that I 
should spend my whole time with him Ufe-d-telc. When I sacri- 
Jiced my onjoyiuont to these comfortable parties, he never failed to 
lay bold on some innocent expression of mine, which he made the 
foundation of a cpiarrol ; and when I strove to avoid these dis- 
agreeable misinterpretations by reading or writing, he incessantly 
teased and tormented me with the imputation of being peevish, 
sullen, and rosorved. 

“ Harassed by this insuflerable behaviour, T communicated my 

case to Dr. S and his lady, intimating that 1 neither could nor 

would expose myself any longer to such usage. The doctor exhorted 

mo to bear my fate with patience, and Mrs. S wafl silent on 

the subject ; so that I still hesitated between staying and going, 
when the doctor, being one night at supper, happened to^have some 
words with my lord, who was bo violently transported with paa- 
sion, that I was actually afraid^of going to bed with him ; and next 
morning, when he awaked, there was such an expression of frantic 

2 c 
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wildness in his countenance, that 1 imagined he was actually 
distracted. This fdarming circumstance confirmed me in my reso- 
lution of decamping ; and I accordingly moved my quarters to a 
house in Sack villc- street, where I had lodged when I was a widow. 

From thence I sent a message to the duko of L , desiring ho 

would make my lord acquainted with the place of my abode, my 
reasons for removing, and my intention to defend myself against 
all his attempts. The first night of this separation I we'iit to bed 
by myself with as much pleasure as a man would feel in going to 
bed to his mistress, whom he had long solicited in vain ; so rejoiced 
•was I to be delivered from my obnoxious bedfellow ! 

“From thevse lodgings I soon moved to Brook-street, where I had 
not long enjoyed the sweets of my escape, when 1 was iinportimod 
to return, by a new steward, whom my lord had engaged in the 

room of H . This gentleman, who boro a very fair character, 

made such judicious representations, and behaved so candidly in 
the discharge of his function, that I agreed he shoUld act as umpire 
in the dilference betwixt us ; and once more a refconciliation was 
effected, though liis lordship began to be dissatisfied even before 
the execution of our agreement, in consequence of wliicb ho 
attended me to Bath, whither I went for the benefit of my health, 
which was not a little impaired. 

“This accommodation had a surprising cflbct upon my lover, 
who, notwithstanding his repeated declarations that no woman 
should ever gain such an ascendency over his heart as to be able 
to give him pain, suffered all the agonies of disappointed love, 
when ho now found himself deprived of the opportunities of 
seeing mo, and behaved very differently from what he had 
imagiiiod ho sliould ; his words and actions wore desperate ; one 
of his expressions to mo was, * It is like twisting my ]ieai£- 
strings, and tearing it out of iny body.* Indeed, I should never 
have acted this part, had J foreseen what ho would have sufiered ; 
but 1 protest J believed liim, when ho said otherwise, so much, 
that his declaration on that subject was the occasion of my giving 
him up ; and it was now loo late to retract. 

“In our expedition to Bath, I was accompanied by a very 
agreeable young lady, with whom I passed my time very happily 
amid the diversions of the placof which screened me, in a good 
measure, from the vexatious society of niy hopeful partner. From 
this place we repaired to his seat in the country, where wo spent a 
few months, and thence returiied again to our house in Bond-street. 
Hero, while I was confined to my bed by illness, it was supposed 
my indisposition was no other than a private lying-in, though 1 was 
under the roof with my lord, and attended by his servants. 

“While the distemper continued, my lord, to do him ^ustic^ 
behaved with all imaginable tenderness and care ; and hXB coh- 
com on these occasions I have already mentioned, m .a strange 
inconsisteiicv in his disposition. If his actions were, at all account- 
able, 1 should thinfe he took pains to fret me into a fever first, in 
order to manifest his love * and Ifiimanity afterwards, ‘I 
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recovered my strength and spirits, I went abroad, saw company, 
and should have been easy, had ho been contented ; but as iny 
satisfaction increased, his good-humour docaj^^ed ; and he banished 
from his house, one by one, fill the people whose convewation could 
have made niy life agreeable. 

“ I often exi)ostulatcd with him upon his malignant behaviour, 
protesting my desire of living pt‘aceably Vith him, and bogging ho 
would n«t lay mo under the necessity of changing my measures. 
He was deaf to all my reinoustrances, though T warned him more 
than once of the event ; persisted in his maxims of porsocution ; 
and, after repeated quarrels, I again left his house, fully determined 
to snllbr all sorts of c\ti'omity, rather than subject myself to the 
tyranny of his disposition. 

“ This year was productive of one fatal event, which I felt with 
the 'utmost sensibility of sornnv, find I shall always remomher 

with regret : — I mean the de;it!i ot Mr. 13 , with whom I had 

constantly maintained an intimato corrospondoiico since the first 
coiiimencemcni of our acqufiintanco. llo was one of tho most 
valufiblc men, and promised to bo one of tho brightest oriifimonts, 
that this or any other age had produced. T en joyed his friendship 
without reserve ; and such was the contideiieo he reposed in my 
integrity, from Icuig experience of luy truth, that he often said he 
would believe my bare fissortion, even tliough it «Uould contradict 
the evidence of his own senses. These being tho terms upon which 
wo lived, it is not to bo suppi)sed that I boro tho loss of him with- 
out repining ; indeed my grief was unspeakable ; and though the 
edge of it be now smoothed by tho lenient hand of time, 1 shall 
never cease to cherish his memory with the most tender remem- 
brance. 

^ “During the last period of my living with my lord, I had 
agreed to the expediency of obtai^ping an act of pfirliamcnt, which 
would enabl<3 him to pay his debts ; on which occasion there was a 
necessity of cancelling ft deed that snl^sisted between us, relating 
to a sepfirate maintenance, to which, on certain provisions, I was 
entitled ; and this was to he set aside, so ffir as it interfered with 
the above-inontioiiod scheme, wdiilo the rest of it should remain in 
force. When this fiffair wfis about to be tr;ins;ictod, my lord very 
generously insisted upon my (eoncurronce, in finnulling tho whole 
settlement ; and whon I refused to comply with this demand, 
because this was the sole resource T li;’d figainst liis ill-usage, ho 
would not piDceed in the execution of Ins phiii, though by dropping 
it he hurt nobody but himself ; find ho accused me of having re- 
ceded from luy word, after I had drawn him into a considerable 
expense. 

“ This imputation of breaking my Avord, which I defy the whole 
world to prove I ever did, incensed me the more, as 1 myself had 
proposed the scheme for his service, although 1 knew the accom- 
plishment, of it Avould endanger the validity of my »wn seltlo- 
; and my indignation was still more augmented by the 
behaviour- of Mr. G > wltb had always professed a regard for 
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my intcrosl., ami, upon my last accommodation with my lord, 
undertakeu to effect a reconciliation between my father and mo ; 
but wh(3n ho was questioned about the particulars of this difference, 
and desired to declare whotlier his lordship or I was to blame, he 
declined the office of arbitrator, refused to be exjdicit upon the 
subject, and, by certain ^shrewd hums and ha’s, signified his dis- 
ai)i)robation of my conduct. Yet this very man, when 1 imparted to 
him, ill conlidcncc, my intention of making another retreat, and 
frankly asked his opinion of my design, seemed to acquiesce in tho 
justice of it, in these romarkahlo words : ‘Madam, if I thought, or 
had hopes r)f my lord’s growing better, I would down on m^J^ knees 
to desire you to stay ; but as I have not, I say nothing.’ 

“If he connived at my conduct in this particular, why should 
ho disapprove of it when all I asked was hut common justice '? 
Jiut lie was a dependent ; and therefore T excu.se his plilegiuatic, 
not to call it unfriendly behaviour, fndeod he could not be t(»o 
cautious of giving offenco to his lordship, who 'sometimes made 
him feel the effects of that wrath which other ])eup]fe had kindled ; 
particularly, m conso(iucnce of a small adventure wliicli ha[)pened 
about this very j)oriod of time. 

“A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured young man, a near 
relation of my lord, happening to he at our hmisi^ one evening, 
when there was a fire in the neighbourhood, we agroc<l to go and 
sup at a tavern, (nt fa miUn; and, having sjiciit the evening with 
great mirth and gocal humour, this young gentleman, who was 
naturally facetious, in taking his leave, saluted us all round. My 
lord, who had before entertained some jealousy »)t his kinsman, 
ivas very mucli provoked l>y tins trifling incident, but very prudently 
suppressed his displeasure till he retuiued to liis f)wui liouse, where 
his rage, co-operating with tho champagne lie liad rlriink, inflamt«l 
him to such a degree (>f resolution^ that lie sprang ujam the innocent 

G , and collared him with great fury, though he A^’a3 altogether 

unconcerned in the cause of his indignation. 

“ TJiis extravagant and frantic behaviour, added to the other 
grievances under wdiich I laboured, hastened my resolution of 
leaving him ; and he to thi.s day blames his relation as tho imme- 
diate cause of my e.scape, wliereas he ought to place it to the 
account of his own madness and iffdiscrotion. When I retired to 
Park-streof, lie cautioned all my tradesmen, not even excepting 
my baker, against giving me credit, assuring them that ho woulcl 
not pay any debts I should contract ; and tlie difficulties to which 
I wa.s reduced in consequence of this charitable declaration, 
together with the reffection of what 1 had suffered and might 
undergo, from the caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected 
my health ro much, that T was taken again ill, and my life thought 
in danger. 

“My constitution, however, got tho better of my distemper, and 
T was ordered into the country by my physicians for tho benefit of 
the air ; so that I found myself under the necessity of keeping two 
houses, when I was little able to stipport one ; and set up my 
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chariot, hecauae I could not defray the expense of a hackney-coach ; 
for I had as mucli credit given mo as I asked for, notwithstanding 
my lord’s orders to the contrary. 

“ Having recruited my spirits in the country, I returned to town, 
and w'aa visited by my friends, who nevor^forsook me in adversity, 
and in the summer removed to a house in Essex, where I lived a 
few months in great tranquillity, unmolested by my t3Tant, who 
sometimes gave me a whole ytjar’s r(‘spit.e. Here 1 used to ride and 
drive by turns, as my humour dictated, with horses which were 
lent me ; and I had the company of my lover and another gentle- 
man, w'ho was a very agreeable comiKiiiion, and of singular service 
to mo in the serpiel. 

“At last, my lord having ivccivcd intelligence of the place of 
my abode, and his tormenting humour recurring, he sot out for my 
liabitation, and in the inoiulug appeared ]n ins coach and six, 

attended by Mr. tl and another j)erson, whom he had engaged 

for the purpoft), Avith several domestics armed. T immediately 
shut n]) my doors at his ajjproach, and refused him admittir ee, 
which he endeavonrod to obtain by a succession of prayers and 
threats ; but 1 was deaf to both, and resolved to hold out to the 
last. Seeing mo determined, ho began his attack, and his seryants 
actually forced their way into the house ; ii])on Avliich I retreated 
upstairs, and fortified myself in my apartment-, which the assailants 
stormed with such fury, that the door began to give AV'fiy, and 1 
retired into another room. 

“ Whilst I remained in this pf>st, Mr. G demanded a parley, 

in which he begged I would favour my lord with an intervicAv ; 
otherwise ho knew n(»t Avhat might be the consequence. To this 
ri»moiistranco T replied that 1 Avas not disj>osed to comidy Avith his 
reqiK'st ; and tliat though their deisign should be murder, T was not 
at all afraid of death. Upon this dceh^ratioii, they renewed their 
attacks, which they carried on with inditlerent success till the 
afternoon, when my lord, as if he had been at jilaj^ sent a formal 
message to mo, desiring that all hostilities should cease till after 
both iiartics should have dined : at the same time my old sen^aiits 
came for instructions ; and I ordered them to let him have every- 
thing which he should call for, ^l^fe fc\r as the house would afford. 

“Ho did not fail to make use of this permission, hut, sitting 
doAAui with his companions, ate up my dinner without hesitation, 
after ho had paid mo the compliment of desiring to knoAv what ho 
should send up to my apartment. Far from having any stomach 
to partake of his meal, 1 sat solitary upon my bed, in a state of 
melancholy expectation, having fastened the door of the outward 
room for mj^ security, while I kept my chamber open f<?r the con- 
venience of air, the Aveather being excessively hot. His lordship, 
having indulged his appetite, resumed his attempt ; and all of a 
sudden I heard a noise in the next room ; upon Avhich I started up, 
and perceiving that he had got into my antc-cfiamber, by the help 
of a bench that stood under tlfe window, I flung to the door of my 
room, which I locked with great expedition, and, opening another 
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that coiJiinuiiicated with the staircase, ran out of the house, through 
a crowd f)f more than a hundred people, whom this fray had gathered 
together. 

“Being universally beloved in the neighbourhood, and respected 
by iiiy lord’s servants, I passed among tnem Untouched, and took 
refuge in a neighbouring cottage ; while his lordship bawled and 
roared for assistance, being afraid to come out as he had gone in. 
Without waiting for his deliberations, I changed clothes with the 
poor woman who had given me shelter, and, in her blue apron and 
straw hat, sallied out into the fields, intending to seek protection 
at the house of a gentleman not far off, though I was utterly 
ignorant of the road tliat led to it. However, it was my good 
fortune to meet with a farmer, who undertook to conduct me to the 
place ; othci'wiso 1 should have missed my way, and in all proba- 
bility lain in the fields ; for by this time it was eight o’clock at 
night. * 

“Under the direction of this guide, I traverscfil hedges and 
ditches ; for J wouhl not venture to travel in the highway, lest I 
should fall into tlie hands of my pursuer ; and after I had actually 
tumbled in the mire, and walked six or seven long miles by the 
help of a good spirit, which never failed me on such occasions, 1 
arrived at the place, ami rang the bell at the garden-gate for 
admittance. Seeing my hgure, which wa>s very uncouth, together 
with my draggled condition, they denied mo entrance ; but when 
they understood who I was, immediately opened the door, and 1 
was hospitably entertained, after having been the subject of mirth 
on accouiit of my dress and adventure. 

“Next (lay 1 returned and took possession of my house jigain, 
where 1 resumed my former amusements, which I enjoyed in quiet 
for the sjiace of a whfjle months waiting with resignation for the 
issue of my lawsuit * when one afternoon 1 was apprised of his 
lordship’s approach by one *of iny spies, whom 1 always employed 
to reconnoitre the road ; and so fortunate was I in the choice of 
these scouts, that 1 never was betrayed by one of them, though 
they were often bribed for that purpose. I no sooner received 
this intelligence, than T ordered my horse to bo saddled, and, 
mounting, rode out of sight iinirtjdiately, directing ray course 
a difterent way from the London road. I had not long proceeded 
in this track, when my c^veer was all of a sudden stopped by a 
five- bar gate, which, after some hesitation, I resolved to leap (my 
horse being an old hunter) if I should find myself pursued. How- 
ever, with much difliculty I made a shift to open it, and arrived in 

safety at the house of my very good friend Mr. G , who,„being 

a justice oi^ the peace, had promised me his protection if it should 
be wanted. 

“ Thus secured for the present, I sent out spies to bring informa- 
tioa of hiso lordship’s proceedings, and understood that he had 
taken poseession of fhy nouse, turned my servants adrift, and made 
himself master of all my moveables, ^clothes, and papers'. As for 
the papers, they were of no consequence ; but of clothes I had a 
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good stock ; and wlioii I had reason to believe that he did not 
intend to relincjuiah his conquest, I thought it was high time for me 
to remove to a greater distance from his quarters. Accordingly, 
two days after ray escape, I set out at olovcii o’clock at night, in a 
chariot and four, which J borrowed of ray friend, attended by a 
footman, who was a stout fellow, and wdll armed, I myself being 
provided "with a brace of good pistols, which I was fully determined 
to use against any person wlio should j>resumo to lay violent hands 
upon me, cxccjit ray lord, for whom a leas mortal weapon would 
have Bufliced, such as a bodkin or a tinder-box. Nothing could be 
farther from ray intention than tho desire of hurting any living 
creature, much less my husbjuid : my design w'as only to defend 
myself from cruelty and op})resaioii, which I knew, by fatal expo- 
rience, would infallibly be inj’^ lot, should he get me into his power ; 
and I thought T had as ^ right to preserve my happiness as 

that which evosy individual has to preserve his life, especially 
jvgainst a set c( ruflians who were engaged to rob me of it for i\ little 
dirty lucre. 

“ In tho midst of our jf>arncy tlic footman cam(3 up, and told me 
I was dogged ; upon whicli I looked out, and, seeing a man liding 
by the chariot-side, presented one. {'f iny pistols out at the window, 
and jjreserved that posture of defence until ho thought proper to 
retreat, and rid mo of tho fears that attended his company. 1 
arrived in town, and, clianging my equipage, liired an open chaise, 
in whicli, though I was almost starved with cold, 1 travelled to 
Beading, which I reached by ten next morning ; and from thence 
proceeded farther into the country, with a view of taking refuge 

with Mrs. 0 , who was my particular friend. Here I should 

jiavo found shelter, though ray lord had been beforoJiand witli me, 
and endeavoured to prepossess hey* against my conduct, had not the 
house been crowded with company, among wliom I could not 
possibly have been concealed, esjiecialJy from lior brother, who was 
an intimate friend of my persecutor. 

Things being thus situated, 1 enjoyed but a v(;ry short inter- 
view wdth her, in which her sorrow and perplexity on my account 
appeared with great expression in her counlennnce ; and though it 
was not in her power to afford^e the reiicf I expected, she, in the 
most genteel manner, sent after me a small sum of money, think- 
ing that, considering the hurry in wliieli I left my house, I might 
have occasion for it on the road. I was by tliis time benumbed 
with cold, fatigued with travelling, and almost fretted to death by 
my disappointment. However, this was no time to indulge 
despondence ; since nobody could or would assist me, I stood the 
more in need of my own resolution and presence of mind. After 
some deliberation, 1 steered ray course back to London ; and being 
unwilling to return by the same road in whicli I came, as well as 
impatient to be at the end of my journey, 1 chose the Bagshot way^ 
and ventured to cross the heath by moonlight.^- 

“Hero I was attacked bym footpad, armed with a broadrsworcl, 
who came up and demanded ray money. My stock amounted to 
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twelve guineas ; and 1 foresaw that should I be stripped of the 
w’hole sum, I could not travel without discovering who I was, and 
consequently running the risk of being detected by my pursuer. 
Oil these considerations I gave the fellow three guineas and some 
silver, with which ho was so far from being satisfied, that he 
threatened to search me for more ; but 1 ordered the coachman to 
I)roceed, and by good fortune escaped that ceremony : though 1 
was under some np])rchension of being overtaken by a pistol-hnllet 
in my flight, and tliorefore lield down my head in the chaise, in 
imitation of some great men, who are said to have ducked in the 
same manner in the day of battle. My fears happened to be disap- 
})ointed ; I lay at an inn upon the road, and next day arrived in 
town in the utmost difliculty and distress ; for I kneiv hot where 
to fix my habitation, and was destitute of all means of support.. 
In this dilemma, 1 applied to my Lwycr, who recommended me to 
the house of a tradesman in Westminster, where 1 lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail (wliom 1 shall dis- 
tinguish by the name of Mrs. S ), for the space 1>f ton weeks, 

during which I saw nobody, and never once stirred abroad. 

“While T was thus harassed out of all enjoyment of life, and 
reduced to the utmost indigence by the cruelty of my persecutor, 
who had even stripped me of my wearing apjiarcl, 1 made a con- 

([uest of Lord D , a nobleman who is now dead, and therefore 

1 shall say little of his character, which is perfectly well known : 
this only will I observe, that, next to my own tyrant, he was the 
person of whom I had the greatest abhorrence. Nevertheless, 
when tliese two came in competition, I preferi’ed the offers of 
this now lover, whicli w'ere very considerable ; and, as an asylum 
was the chief thing I wanted, agreed to follow him to his conntry- 
seat, whither 1 actually sent my clothes, which 1 had purchased'* 
upon credit. • 

“However, upon mature deliberation, I changed my mind, and 
signified my resolution in a letter, desiring, at the same time, that 
my baggage might be sent back. In consequence of this message, 

1 expected a visit from him in all the rage of indignation and dis- 
ajqiointment, and gave orders that he should not be admitted into 
my house : yet, notwithstanding this precaution, ho found means 
to procure entrance ; and one of the^first objects that I saw, next 
morning, in my bed-chamber, w^as my hiver, armed with his liorse- 
Vviiip, against which, from *iiy knowiedge of the man, 1 did not 
think myself altogether secure ; though I w^as not much Jilarmed, 
because I believed myself superior to him in point of bravery, 
should the worst come to the worst ; but, contrary to my expecta- 
tion, and his usual behaviour to our sex, he accosted mo very 
politely, and began to expostulate upon the contents of ray letter. 

I freely told him that I had rashly assented to his proposal, for 
my own convenience only ; that when I reflected on what I had 
done, I thought it ungenerous in me to live with him upon these 
terms ; and that, as I did not like hirj^ could nob dissemble, 
auch a correspondence could never tend to the satisfaction of cither. 
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He allowed the inference was just, though he was very much 
chagrined at niy previous proceeding : he relinquished his claim, 
restored my clothes, and never afterwards upbraided mo with my 
conduct in this affair ; though he at one time owned that he still 
loved mo, and ever should, because I had used him ill ; — a declara- 
tion that strongly marks the peculiarity^of his character. As for 
my own ,part, I own that my behaviour on thi.s occasion is in no 
other way excusable than on account of the miserable perplexity 
of my circumstances, which were often so calamitous, that 1 
wonder I have not been coinpelled to take such stej)s as would 
have rendered my conduct much more exri'ptionable than it 
really is. 

- “At la^t all my hopes w'ero blasted by tho is.mie of my suit, 
which was determined in favour of my lord. • Even then \ re- 
fused to yield : on the contTavy. o<.iriiing out of retirement, I took 
lodgings in Sultplk-street, and set my tyrant at defiance. But, 
being unwillii^ to trust my doons to tlie care of other people, I 
hired a house in Conduit-street ; and no sooner appeared in the 
world again, than I was surrounded by divers and sundry soils of 
admirers. I believe 1 received the incenso and addresses of all 
kinds under the sun, except that s'^vt which was most to my liking, 
a man capable of contracting and inspiring a mutual attachment ; 
but aiich a one is equally rare and inestimable ; noo but that I own 
myself greatly obliged to all those who cultivated my good graces, 
though they wore very little beholden to mo ; for where I did not 
really love, I could never profess that passion : that sort of dis- 
simulation is a slavery that no honest nature w^ill undergo. Except 
one worthy young man whom I sometimes saw, they were a strange 
medley of insignificant being.s: one was insipid, another ridiculously 
rtlfected, a third void of all education, a fourth altogether incon- 
sistent ; and, in short, I found at many trilling characters among 
the men as ever I observed in my own sex. Sonic of them T en- 
deavoured to bring over to my maxims, wliilo they attempted to 
make a proselyte of me : but finding the task imiiracticablo on both 
sides, wo very wisely dropped each other. 

“ At length, however, 1 was blessed with the acquaintance of one 
nobleman, who is, perhaps, the first character in England, in point 
of lionour, integrity, wit, sense, and benevulence : when 1 have 

thus distinguished him, I need scarce mention Lord . This 

groat, this good man, possesses every accomplishment requisite to 
inspire admiration, love, and esteem. Witli infinitely more merit 
than almost ever fell to one man’s share, ho manifests such diffi- 
dence of his own qualifications, as cannot fail to prepossess every 
company in his favour. He seems to observe nothing, yet sees 
«5Vory thing ; his manner of telling a story, and making trifies elegant, 
is peculiar to himself ; and though ho has a thousand oddities, they 
only to make him more agreeable. After what I have said, it 
may be supposed Unit 1 w'as enamoured of his yorson : But this was 
not the case ; love is altogesthe^ciipricious and fanciful ; yet I admire, 
honour, and esteem him to tho highest degree ; and when I observe, 
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that his character resembled that of my deal* departed friend Mp, 

B— ; or rather, that Mr. B had he lived, would have re- ' 

sembled Lord , I pay tho highest compliment I can conceive 

both to the living and the dead. 

‘‘In this nobleman’s friendship and conversation I thought 
myself happy, though I was, as usual, exposed to the indefatigable 
eltbrts of my lord, who, one day, while I was favoured with the 
company of this generous friend, appeared at my door in his coach, 
attended by another gentleman, who demanded entrance with an 
air of authority. A very honest footman, who had been long in 
my service, ran upstairs in the utmost consternation, and gave me 
an account of what had happened below : upon which, J told him 
he had nothing to answer for, and ordered him to keep the door 
fast shut against all opposition : though I was so much affected 

with this unexpected assault, that Lord said he was never 

more surprised and shocked in his life, than at the horror which 
appeared in my countenance when I saw the coa^h stop at my 
door. 

“ My little hero, being refused admittance, went away, threaten- 
ing to return 8i)eedily with a reinforcement ; and during this 
interval I provided myself with a soldier, whom 1 placed sentinel 
at tho door, within side, to guard mo fropi the danger of such 
assaults for tho future. My Ic^rd, true to his promise, marched 
back with his auxiliaries, reinforced with a constable, and repeated 
his demand of being admitted ; and my soldier opening the sash, 
in order to answer him, according to my directions, he no sooner 
perceived the red coat than ho was seized with such a panic that 
ho instantly fled with great precipitation ; and when ho recounted 
tho adventure, like Falstafi in the play, multiplied my guard into^ 
a whole tile of musciucteera. He^also made a shift to discover tho 
gentleman who had neen so kind as to lend mo one of his company, 

and complained of him to Wie duke of N , in hopes of seeing 

him broken for his misdemeanor ; but in that expectation he was 
luckily disapjiointed. 

“ Perceiving that in England [ should never enjoy peace, but be 
continually subject to those alarms and diaciuiots which had already 
impaired my health .and spirits, \ resolved to rep.air again to 
Franco, my best refuge and sure retreat from the persecution of my 
tyrant, fet, before 1 took^this step, I endeavoured, by the advice 
of my friends, to conceal myself near Windsor ; but was in a little 
time (liscovered by my lord, and hunted out of my lurking-place 
accordingly. I then removed to Chelsea, where I suffered incon- 
ceivable uneasiness and agiUition of mind from the nature of my 
situation, my tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by a man 
who could not be satisfied wifh me, and yet could not live without 
me ; so that, though I was very much indisposed, I set out for 
France, by fho way of the Hague, as tho war had shut up all other 

communication, having no other attendant but my woman S , 

who, though she dreaded the sea, and^as upon the brink of matri- 
mony, would not quit me in such a calamitous condition until 1 was 
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joined by iny footman and other maid, whom I ordered to follow 
me with the baggage. Btit before my departure 1 sent a message 

to Lord , demanding my clothes, which he had seized in Essex ; 

and he refusing to deliver them, I was obliged to equip myself anew 
upon credit. ^ 

I was supplied with money for my Journey by my good friend 

L ; and after a short and pleasant passage arrived at the Hague, 

whore I stayed two months, and parted with S , on whom I 

settled an annuity of fivc-and-twenty pounds, payable out of the 
provision which I had or might obtain from my husband. The same 

allowance 1 had prevailed upon Lonl li to grant to another maid 

who attended me while I lived in liis house. 

“I did not much relish the people in Holland, because they 
seemed entirely devoted to self-interest, without any t^iste for 
pleasure or politeness ; a ‘?pocios of disposition that could not bo 
very agreeable 4>o me, who always despised money, had an un- 
bounded ben#voleiico of heart, and loved jdeasure beyond every 
other consideration. When I say pleasure, 1 would not bo under- 
stfiod to mean sensuality, which constitutes the supreme happiness 
of those only who are void of sentiment and imagination. Never- 
theless, I received some civilities in diis place ; and, among the 

rest, tlio rejmtation of having for my lover the king of P ’s 

minister, who was young and airy, and visited me often ; circum- 
stances that wore suflicieiit to lay me under the imputation of an 
amour, which I frequently incurred without having given the least 
cause of suspicion. 

“Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I departed from the 
Hague, ill company with an English woman, whom I had chosen 
^or that purpcise, and arrived at Antwerp with much difficulty and 
danger, the highway being infested with robbers. After having 
reposed myself a few days in this city, 1 liired a coach for myself, 
and set out with my companion for I^rffssels ; but before wo reached 
Mechlin our vehicle was attacked by two hussars, who, with their 
sabres drawn, obliged the coacliinan to drive into a wood near the 
road. I at first imagined they wanted to examine our passports, but 
was soon too well convinced of their design ; and though very 
much shocked at the discover}^ found resolution enough to suppress 
my concern, so that it should not aggravate the terrors of the young 
woman, who had almost died of apprehension. I even encouraged 
her to hope fqr the beat ; and, addressing myself to the robbers in 
^French, begged in the most suppliant manner that they would 
spare our lives ; upon which one of them, who was a little follow, 
assured me in the same language that wo had nothing to fear for 


our persons. 

“ When we were conveyed, in a state of dreadful suspense, above 
three quarters of a mile into the wood, tie rulfians came into the 
coach, and taking my keys, which I kept ready in ipy liaiid for 
them, opened three large trunks that contahied my Mggage, and 
emptying them of everything but my hoops and a few books, packed 
up their booty in a cloth, then robbed me of my money and jewels, 
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even to my shoe-bucklcs and sleeve-buttons, took my footman’s 
laced bat, ivnd gave it, by v. iiy of gratification, to a peasant, who 
came from behind the bu.shes, and assisted them in packing. 

“This affair being despatched, they ordered us to return to the 
road by a different way from tliat in which we were carried into the 
wood ; and, mounting tlieir horses, rode ofi' with their plunder, 
tliougli not before the little fellow, who was the least fercJicious of 
the two, had come and shaken me by the hand, wishing ns a good 
journey ; a compliment winch 1 heartily returned, being extremely 
well pleased w'ith the retreat of tw'o such coin])anions, who had 
detained us a whole half-hour, during winch, notwithstanding the 
assurance I had received, I was in continual apprehensioiinOf .seeing 
their operation concluded with the murder of us all : for I suppose 
they were of that gang who had some time before murdered a 
French officer, and used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her 
of all she had. ■* 

“Ifaviiig thus undergone pillage, and being rcdiiccduto the extre- 
mity of indigence in a foreign land, it is not to be supposed that my 
reflections were very comfortable ; and yet, though T sustained the 
whole damage, I was the only ])ers(m in the company who bore the 
accident Avith any resolution and presence of mind. My coachman 
and valet seemed (juito jietrified with fear ; and it wvis nut till I had 
repeated my directions tliat the former drove farther into tlio wood, 
and took the first turning to the right in m'der to regain the road, 
according to tlie command of the robbers, wliicli I did not choose to 
disobey. 

“This misfortune 1 suffered by the misinformation I received at 
Antwerp, Avhere J would have provided myself with an escort had 
T not been a.s.surod that tlicro Ava.s iK»t the least occasion to J)ut, 
myself to such cxtraordinaiy expeiyio ; and indeed the robbers took 
the only half-hour in which they could have had an ..}>portunity of 
plundering us ; for avc no sittiucr returned into the highway than 
Ave met with the French artillery coming from Brus.scls, which Avas 
a security to us during the rest of our journey. We wore aftorw^ards 
informed at a small village that there wa.s actually a largo gang of 
deserters, who harboured in that wood, from Avhicli they made 
excursions in the neighbourliood, and kciit the peasants in continual 
alarms. 

“ Having proceeded a littl^ Avay avc Avore stopped by the artillery 
crossing a bridge ; and, as the train was very king, must have been 
detained till night, had not a soldier informed me that if X would 
take the trouble to come out of my coach, and a})ply to the com- 
maiidaut, ho would order them to halt and allow me to pass. I 
took the man’s advice, and was by him conducted, with much 
difficulty, through the crowd to sonic officers, who seemed scarce to 
deserve the name ; for, w'hen 1 signified my request, they neither 
rose up nor c^sired me to sit down ; but lolling in their chairs, with 
one leg stretched out, ‘asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, 
Avhere I Avas going; and wlien I answered, ^ To Paris,’ desired to 
knoAv what I would do there. 
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“I, who am naturally civil when I am civilly used, and saucy 
enough when I think myself treated with disregard, was very 
much piqued at their insolent and unmannerly behaviour, and 
began to reply to their iinperbinenb questions very abruj)tly ; so 
tliat a very tart dialogue would have ensued, had not the con- 
versation been interrupted by a tall, thin, gontet3l young Frencli 
nobleman, an (^fliccr in the army, who chancing to come in, asked, 
with grdat politeness, what 1 would j)loase t(3 have ? I then re- 
peated my desire, and produced my i)asspt)rts, by which he learned 
who 1 was. He immediately gave orders that my coach should 
pass, and afterwards visited me at Paris, having obtained my per- 
mission, and taken my address at parting ; while the others, uii- 
.dorstanding my name and quality, asked pardon for fhoir impolite 
carriage, which they told mo w’as owing to the representation 
of the soldier, who gave them to understand that I was a strolling 
actress. 

“ I could mfb help laughing heartily at this mistake, which 
might Jiave jH’occoded fj’om the circumstances of my ajipearaiice ; 
my footman having been obliged to change hats with the pea.iant, 
and myself being without buckles in my shoes and buttons in my 
riding-shirt, while my countenance still retained marks of the fear 
and confusion 1 had undergone After all, perhaps the fellow 
was a droll, and wanted to entertain himself at my expense. The 
day was so far consumed in these adventures, that 1 was obliged 
to take up my lodging at Moclilin, where I addressed myself to the 
iiitondaiit, giving him an account of the disaster 1 had mob with, 
au<l desiring f might have credit at the inn, as our whole company 
could not raise tlio \alLie of a sixpence. This gentleman, thougli 
a provincial, was jiolito in his way, and not only granted my 
request, l)ut invited me to lodge at his ow'n house. I accordingly 
gave him my coiiqiany at siqipeii^ but did not choose to sleep in 
his quarters, because he appeared to jjo wh.it the French call un 
vieux (Ubaiich(\ 

“Next day lie sent a trumpet to tlio general, with a detail of my 
misfortune, in hopes of retrieving what 1 had lost ; but, notwith- 
standing all jiossible search, I was fain to put up with my damage, 
which, in linen, laces, clothes, and baubles, amounted to upwards 
of seven hundred pounds ; a kws which never deprived me of one 
momeub’s rest ; for though I lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in 
a paltry bed, J slept as sound as ife^ nothing extraordinary had 
haiipenod, after I had written to London and Paris, directing that 
the payment of my bills of credit might bo stopped. Indeed, 1 
know but of two misfortunes in life capable of depressing my 
spirits, — namely, the loss of health and friends ; all others may be 
prevented or endured. The articles of that calamity which I 

chiefly regretted wore a picture of Lord W and some inimitable 

letters from Mr. B . 

“ From Mechlin I proceeded to Brussels, where, being known, 1 
got credit for some necessaries, and borrowed twenty guineas to 
defray the expense of my jom-ney to Paris. Having consulted with 
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my friends about the safest method of travelling through Flanders, 
I was persuaded to take places in the public voiture ; and accordingly 
departed, not without fears of finding one part of the country as 
much infested with robbers as another. Nor were these apprehen- 
sions assuaged by the conversation of my fellow-travellers, who 
being of the lower sort of people, that delight in exaggerating 
dangers, entertained me ^lll the way with an account of all the 
robberies and murders which had been committed on that road, 
with many additional circumstances of their own invention. After 
having been two days exposed to this comfortable conversation, 
among very disagreeable compaii}', wliicii is certainly one of the 
most unpleasant situations iti life, 1 arrived at Lisle, where, think- 
ing the dangerous part of the journey was now past, 1 liired a 
post-chaise, and in two days more reached Paris, without any* 
farther molestation. 

“ Upon my an-iv/il in this capital, 1 was immediately visited by 
my old acquaintances, who hearing my disaster, plfered me their 
clothes, and insisted upon my w*earing them until I cgmld bo other- 
wise provided. They likewise engaged me in parties, with a view 
of amusing my imagination, that I miglit not grow melancholy in 
reliecting upon my loss ; and desired mo to repeat the particulars 
of my story forty times over, expressing great surprise at our not 
being murdered, or ravished at least. As for this last, species of 
outrage, the fear of it never once entered my head, otherwise I 
should have been more shocked and alarmed th.an 1 really W'as : 
bub it seems this was the chief circumstance of my companion’s 
apprehonaion ; and I cannot help observing that a homely woman 
is always more apt to eiiiertfiin those fears than one whoso person 
exposes her to much more inimuicnt danger. Ifowever, I ikiw 
learned that the risk I ran was much greater than I imagined it to 
be, those ruflians being fainiliarised to rai)e as well as murder. * 

“Soon after my aopearance i if Pans, 1 was favoured with the 
addresses of several French dovers ; but 1 never had any taste for 
foreigners, or indeed for any aiiiuscmeiits of that kind, except such 
as were likely to bo lasting, and settled u])on a more agreeable 
footing than that (^f common gallantry. When 1 deviated from 
this principle, my conduct was the efl’cet of compulsion, and there- 
fore I was never easy under it, havi|ig been reduced to the alter- 
native of two evils, the least of which T was obliged to choose, 
as a man leaps into the sea in order to escape from a ship that is 
on fire. * 

“Though T rejected their love, I did not refuse their company 
and conversation ; and though my health was considerably impaired 
by the shock I received in my last adventure, which was consider- 
ably greater than I at first imagined, and afibct.ed my companion 
80 much tlifrt she did not recover lier spirits till she returned to 
England ; 1 a:xy, though I was for some time a valetudinarian, I 
enjoyed myself in groat tranquillity for the space of ten rnontlis^ 
during whiefh I was visited by English, Scotch, and French of all 
parties and persuasions j for pleasuri^ is of no faction, and that 
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was tho chief object of my pursuit ; neither was I so ambitious 
of being a politician as to employ my time and thoughts upon 
subjects which I did not understand. 1 had admirers of all sides, 
and should have spent my time very inuch to my liking, had 
I not felt my funds sensibly diminish, without any prospect of 
their being repaired ; fur I had been obliged to lay out a great part 
of the sum allotted for my subsistence, in supplying my companion, 
my servant, and myself with necessaries in lieu of those which we 
hud lost. 

“ Having before mine eyes tho uncomfortalde prospect of wanting 
money in a strange place, I found myself under the necessity of 
returning to England, where 1 had more resources thati I could 
possibly have among foreigners ; and with that view wrote to Lord 

’s agents, desiring that I might bo enabled to discharge my 

obligations at Paris by tho payment of my pin-money. Thus a 
negotiation commenced, and hia lordship promised to remit money 
for tho cloaranco of my Paris debts, which amounted to four hun- 
dred pounds ; jbut lie would not advance one farthing more, though 
I gave him to understand, Lliab while he protracted the agrooMient 
I must inevitably be adding to my encumbrances, and that I should 
be as effectually detained by a debt of twenty pounds as if I owed a 
thousand. Notwithstanding all my representations, he w^oiild not 
part with one shilling over the net sum which I Lad at first stipu- 
lated ; so that all my measures were rendered abortive, and I found 
it altogether impracticable to execute those resolutions I had formed 
in his favour. 

“ Thus did ho for a more trifle embarrass a woman for whom 
he professes tlio most unlimited love, and whoso principles he 
protends to hold in the utmost veneration. Indeed, his confidence 
jn my integrity is not without foundation ; for many wives, witli 
one half of my provocation, wouhl liavo ruined him to all intents 
and })urposes ; whereas, notwitnatanding all tho extraordinary 
expenses to which I have been exposed^by his continual persecution, 
ho never paid a shilling on my account, except one thousand 
pounds, exclusive of tho small allowance which was my due. In 
a word, so much time elapsed before my lord could prevail upon 
himself to advance tho bare four hundred, that I was involved in 
fresh difficiiltios, from which®! found it impossible to extricate 
myself ; and though I had occasion to write a letter to my bene- 
factor Lord , in which I expressQ^l my acknowledgment for 

past favours, I could not venture to solicit im>re ; even when I was 
encouraged by a very obliging answer, wherein ho declared that 
the good qualities of my mind and heart would bind him to mo in 
friendship for ever. 

“ While I ruminated on my uncomfortable silua^^on, whicli 
would neither permit mo to return to England, nor to stay much 
longer where I was, a young Englishman of immense fortune took 
Paris in his way from Italy, accompanied by a inosj agreeable 
Scotchman of very good sense and great .vivacity. It was my good 
or ill fortune to become a<^luainU^d with these gentlemen, who, 
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having seen me at the opera, expressed a desire of being known to 
mo, and accordingly favoured me with a visit one afternoon, nhen 
the brisk North Briton engrossed the whole conversation ; while 
the other seemed fearful and diffident even to a degree of bashful- 
nes3, through which, how^ever, I could discern a delicate sensibility 
and uncoijiiuon understanding. There was in his person, which 
was very agreeable, as well as in his behaviour, a certjyn jia/vetS 
that was very pleasing ; and at this first interview we relished 
each other’.s company so well, that a sort of intimacy immediately 
commenced, and was carried on in a succession of parties of pleasure, 
in the course of wliich I found him fraught with all the tenderness 
and sentiment that render the heart susceptible of the most refined 
love ; a disposition that immediately made me partiril to hiin> 
while it s\il)jected his own heart to all the violent impressions of a 
passion, which 1 little imagined our correspondence would have 
produced. 

“Nevertheless, I was far from being displeased with my con- 
<luost, because his person and qualilicathjns, as well as his manner 
of address, wore very much to my liking, and recommended him 
in a particular man nor to my atroction. Indeed, ho made a greater 
progress in my heart than 1 myself suspected ; for there was some- 
thing congenial iu our souls, which, from our first meeting, I 
believe, liad attracted us, unknown to oursehos, under tlie notions 
of friendshi]) and regard, and now disclosed itself in the most pas- 
sionate love. 

“I listened to his addresses, and we were truly happy. His 
aitachiiieiit was the quintessence of tenderness and sincerity, while 
Ills generosity knew no bounds. Not contented with having paid 
twelve liundrcd pounds on uiy account in the space of one fort- 
niglit, ho would have loaded me w'ith present after present, had 
not I absolutely refused to accept such expensive marks of hia 
munificence. I w^as even q^ortified at those instances of his libe- 
rality, whicli my situation compelled mo to receive, lest, being but 
little acquainted with my dis[)ositioii, he should suspect me of 
being interested in my love, and judge my conduct by the malicious 
reports of comm<m fame, which, ho afterw^ards owned, had at first 
obtained such credit with him that ho believed our mutual attach- 
ment would not bo of long duration.^ But in this particular he was 
soon undeceived : his heart, though naturally adapted for the 
melting passion, had liithcito escaped untouched by all the ladies 
of Italy and Franco ; and therefore the first impressions were the 
more deeply fixed. As lie was unpractised in the ways of common 
gallantry and deceit, the striking simplicity in his character was 
the more likely to engage the heart of one who knew the perfidy of 
the world, and despised all tlie farce and bombast of fashionable 
profession, which 1 had always considered as the phrase of vanity 
and ostentation, rather than the genuine language of love. Besides, 
gratitude had a considerable share in augmenting my affection, 
which manifested itself in such a warip, cordial, artless manner, as 
increased his esteem, and riveted his attachment ; for he could 
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easily perceive, from the whole tenour of iny conduct, that my 
breast was an utter stranger to craft and dissimulation ; yet I was 
at first fearful of contracting any engagement with him, because, 
being younger than I, he might be more apt to change, and the 
w'orld might bo malicious enough to suppose I had practised upon 
his inexperience ; but, conscious of my integrity, I set slander 
at defiance, trusting to my own behaviour and his natural probity 
for the continuance of his love. Though we did not live together 
in the same house, the greatest part of our time was spent in each 
other’s company ; we dined and supped at the same table, fro(piented 
public i)laces, went ujjon parties to the couiitiy, and never parted 
but for a few liours in tlic night, which w o passed in the utmost 
iiiipati(3iicd to meet again. 

“ In this agreealde manner did the days roll on-, when ruy felicity 
was interrupted by a fit of ieat‘U.sy witli which 1 happened to bo 
seized, t had contracted an ac(iuaintancc with a young married 
lady, who, though her personal attractions were but slender, was, 
upon the wliolo, an agreeable, cheerful, good-natured companion, 
with a little dasli of the coquette in lier composition. This woman, 
being in very iudigciit circnmstance, occasioned by some losses her 
husband had sustained, no sooner h id an opportunity of seeing and 
conversing with my lover, than she formed the design of making a 
coii([UOst of him. I should have forgiven her tor this scheme, 
wliatever pangs it might have cost mo, had 1 believed it the offcct 
of real passion ; bub 1 knew her too well to suppose her heart was 
susccptiblo of love, and accordingly resented i(. In tlic execution 
of her plan, she neglected nothing which she thought capable of 
engaging his attention. She took all opportunities of sitting near 
him at table, ogled liini in the most palpable manner, directed her 
^hole discourse to linn, trod uiion his toes ; nay, 1 believe, sfpieezed 
his hand. My blood boiled at hef, though my pride, for some time, 
enabled me to conceal my uneasiness ;#till at length her beliavioiir 
became so arrogant and gross, that T could no lunger suppress my 
indignation, and one day told my lover that I w^ould immediately 
renounce his correspondence. 

“He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected declaration; and 
when ho understood the cause of it, assured me tliat for tlio future 
ho would never exchange one word with her. Satisfied with this 
mark of his sincerity and regard, 1 released him from this promise, 
which he could not possibly keep while* she and I lived upon any 
terms ; and we continued to visit each other as usual, though she 
still persisted in her endeavours to rival me in his affection, and 
contracted an intimacy with his companion, who seemed to enter- 
tain a paa^n for her, that she might have the more frequent 
opportuniSi of being among us ; for she had no objection against 
favouring 'addresses of both. One evening, T remember, we 
sot out in my coach for the opera ; and in the way, this inamorata 
was so busy with her feet, that I was inccnsiid at hef behaviour, 
and when we arrived at thc% place refused to alight ; but, setting 
them down, declared my intention of returning home immediately. 
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She was so much pleased with this intimation, that she could not 
conceal the joy she felt at the thoughts of conversing wdth him, un- 
interrupted by my presence, an opportunity with which I had never 
favoured her before. This open exultation increased my anger and 
anxiety. I went home ; but being still tortured with the reflection 
of having left them together, adjusted myself in the glass, though 
I was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and without 
farther delay returned to the opera. 

“ Having inquired for the box in which they sat, I took posses- 
sion of one that fronted them, and reconnoitring them without being 
l)erceivod, had the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as great a 
distance from her as the place w^ould permit, and his head turned 
another way. Comp(j8ed by this examination, I joined them without 
farther scruple, when my young gentleman expressed great joy at 
my appearance, and told me he was determined to have left the 
entertainment, and come in quest of me, had not I returned at that 
instant. ’ 

‘‘ In our way homewards, 1113'^ rival repeated her usual hints, and 
with her large liooj) almost overshadowed my lover from my view ; 
upon which my jealousy and wrath recurred with such violence, 
that I pulled the string, as a signal for the coachman to stop, with 
a view of getting out, and going home on foot ; a step which would 
have aflordod a new spectacle to the people of Paris. Rut I reflected 
in a moment upon the folly of such a resolution, and soon recollected 
myself, by calling my pride to my assisuinco. I determined, how- 
ever, thfit she should act. no more scenes of this kind in my presence, 
and that same niglit insisted u])on my lover's dropping all inter- 
course and connection with this turmenhu*. Ho very cheerfully 
complied witli my desire, and was even glad of an occasion to break 
off his acquaintance with a person about whom I had plagued him S3 
much. '' 

“Thus was 1 freed from the ])cr.secuti()n of one of those creatures, 
who, though of little conaoqiioiicc in llieinsclvcs, arc yet the pests 
of society, and find means t<i destroy that harmony which reigns 
between two lovers, by the intrusion of a loose appetite, void of all 
sensibility and discretion ; having no feeling themselves, they can- 
not S3un]iiithise. with that of ocher peo[)le ; and do mischief out of 
mere wantonness. 

“My lover, being obliged to go to England, had settled me in a 
genteel house in Paris, wilh a view of rein ruing when his affairs 
should be adjusted ; but when the time of his dei)arturo approached, 
ho began to be uneasy at the prospect of separation; and, in order 
to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to accompany him to Calais, 
where wo stayed together three or four days, during which the 
dread of parting became more and more intense ; so that wo 
determined upon my following him into England by the first 
opportunity, where I should live altogether incog, that I might bo 
concealed irom the piquiries and attempts (jf iny lord. Even after 
this resolution was fixed, we pax*ted with ^1 the agonies of lovers 
who despair of ever meeting again ; and the wind blowing very 
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high after he had embarked, increased my fears. But by the 
return of the packet-boat, I was blessed with the report of his 
being safe arrived in England, and had the satisfaction of perusing 
his letters by every post. 

“My admirer being thus detached from mo, my thoughts M^ore 
entirely employed in concerting some private method of convey- 
ing myself to him. As I would not trust myself in the common 
packet, for fear of being discovered, after having revolved divers 
schemes, I determined to transport myself in ono of the Dutch 
fishing-boats, though 1 knew the passage would bo hazardous ; but, 
in a case of such interesting concern, 1 overlooked all danger and 
inconvenience. Before I put this resolution in practice, I was so 
fortunate ak to hear of a small English vessel that arrived at Calais 
with a prisoner of war, in wliich I embarked, with my comiianion 
and another lady, who ^'-'Mi iiu* for si)me time afterwards ; 

and when we cauic on boartl, discovered that the ship was no other 
tlian a liglit c<^llier, and tliat lier whole c<)Uii)any amounted to no 
more than throe men. I^everthcless, though the sea was so rougii, 
and the weather so unpromising, that no other boat would veninre 
to put to sea, we set sail, and between two stonns, in about three 
hours arrived in safety in Dover. 

“From hence iny first companion went to her friends in I ho 
stage-coach, while the other lady and I liirod an open post-chaj.se, 
though it .snowed very hard, and without any accident performed 
our journey to London, whero I met with my lover, who hew to 
my arms in all the transports of iui])atient joy ; and, doubtless, I 
deserved his affection, for the hardships. ])orjis, and difliciilties T 
had undergone to be with him ; for T lujver scrupled to undertake 
anything practicable, in order to demonstrate the sincerity of 
vfliab 1 profes^sed. Jn coii30(]ucnce of (uir plan, I a.s3uinod a 
fictitious naiiio, and novor af>pearefl in public, being fully satisfied 
and happy in the company and coiivermtion of the man T loved ; 
and when iio went into tlie counlry, cuiitentcd myself with hia 
correspondence, which he punctually maintained, in a series of 
letters equally sensible, sincere, ami affect i (mate. 

“ Upon his return to town for the remainder of the season, ho 
devoted the greatest part of his tiiuo to our mutual enjoyment ; 
left me with reluctance, wlien he was called away by indispen- 
sable busine.ss, and tlio civility which w^as^ due to his acquaintance ; 
and very seldom went to any ])laco of [)u15lic entertainment, because 
I could not accompany and share with him in the diversion ; nay, 
so much did I engross his attention, that ono evening, after ho had 
been teased into an agreement of meeting some friends at a play, 
he went thither precisely at the appointed hour, and as they did 
not arrive punctually at the very minute, he returned to me 
immediately, as much rejoiced at his escape as if he had met with 
some signal deliverance. Nor was his constancy inferior to the 
ardour of his love ; wo went once together to ball in tho Hay- 
market, where, in the mids% of a thousand line w'omon, whose 
charms were enhanced by the peculiarity of the dresses they wore. 
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Jio rcmaino<l unsliakcii, unscduccd, preserving his attaclimcnt for 
mo, in s])ito of all temptation. 

“ In the summer lio provided me with a lionse in the neighbour- 
hood of his own ; but the accommodations being bad, and that 
country affording no otlicr»j)lace fit for my residence, ho brought me 
homo to his own scat, and by that step raised a universal clamour, 
though [ saw no company, and led such a solitary life, tliatf nothing 
but excessive love could have supported iny spirits ; not but that 
lie gave me as much of Iiia time as he could possibly spare from tho 
necessary duties of paying and receiving visits, together with the 
avocations of liunting, and other country amusements, which I 
could not jiartake. Formerly, indeed, I used to hunt and shoot, 
but 1 liad left olf both ; so that T was now reduced to the alterna- 
tive of reading, and wall<ing by myself : but love made up for all 
deficiencies to me, wJio think nothing else worth the living for. 
Had 1 been blessed with a partner for life, who cf>uld have loved 
sincerely, and insiiirecl me with a mutual flame, »J would have 
asked no more (^f fate. Interest and ambition have no share in 
my composition ; love, which is pleasure, or pleasure, which is 
love, makes up the wliolc. A heart so dispo.sed cannot be devoid 
of other good qualities ; it must be subject to the impressions of 
humanity and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself. This 
you will give mo leave to afiirm, in justice to myself ; as I have 
frankly owned my failings and misconduct. 

“ Towards the end of summer my heart was a little alarmed by 
a report that prevailed of my lover’s being actually engaged in a 
treaty of marriage ; however, I gave little credit to this rumour 
till I was obliged to go to town about business, and there I lieard 
the saino information confidently affirmed. Though I still con.^ 
sidered it as a vague surmise, I wrote to him an account of what I 
had heard ; and in his answer, which is still in my possession, ho 
assured me, with repeated vows and protestations, that tho report 
was altogether false. Satisfied with this declaration, I returned 
to his house ; and, though tho tale was incessantly thundered in 
my ears, still believed it void of all foundation, till my suspicion 
was awakened by a very inconsiderable circumstance. 

‘‘ One day, on his return from Lunting, I perceived ho had a 
very fine pair of Dresden rutiles on his shirt, wh^h I could not 
suppose he would wear at such a rustic exercise ; and therefore my 
fears immediately took the alarm. When I questioned him about 
this particular of his dress, his colour changed ; and though he 
attempted to elude niy suspicion, by imputing it to a mistake ot 
his servant, I could not rest satisfied with this account of the 
matter, but inquired with .such eagerness and penetration, that ho 
could not deny he had been to make a visit. By degrees, I even 
extorted from him a confession, that he had engaged himself 
further than ho ought to have proceeded, without making me 
acquainted with his* design, though he ondeavourod to excuse his 
conduct, and pacify my displeasur^, by saying, that the affair 
would not be brought to bear for a great while, and perhaps might 
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never come to a determination ; but he was in great confusion, and 
indeed hardly knew what he said. 

“1 would have quitted his house that moment, had not he, 
beforehand, obtained a i)romise that I would take no rash resolu- 
tion of that kind, and put it out of my power to procure any 
method of conveyance by which I could Inake niy retreat. T gave 
no vent^to reproaches, and only upbraided him with his having 
permitted me to return in ignorance to the country, after I was 
once fairly g()no ; upon whicli he swore that ho could not bear tho 
thoughts of parting with me. This declaration was a mystery at 
that time ; but I liave been since so fully satisfied of his reasons 
for his conduct, tliat I heartily ac<piit him of all injustice to mo. 
And, indeed, it is my sincere (»pinion, that if ever young man 
deserved to be happy, he is certainly entitled to that privilege, 
and, if I may be allowed to indgj. has a heart susceptible of tho 
most refined enjoyment. 

“The violence of the grief and consternation, which T sulFered 
from this strdke, having a little subsided, I deliberated with myself 
about the measures 1 should take, and determine.d to leave his 
house some day when he slioiild bo abroad. T was encouraged in 
tliis resolution by tho advice of our Scc^ttish friend, who came 
about this time from London on a visit to his fellow-traveller : w(' 
thought such an abrupt departure would be less shocking than to 
stay and take a formal leave of my lover, whose lujart was of such a 
delicate frame, that after 1 told him 1 should one day withdraw my- 
self, in his absence, he never came home from the chase or any other 
vocation, without trembling with apprcliension that I had escajicd. 

“After ho had been some time accu.stomoii to those fears by my 
previous intimation, I at length decamped in gf»od earnest, though 
•my hoai-t ached upon tho occasion, because 1 left him loving and 
beloved ; for his affection was Evident, notwithstanding tho step 
he had taken, by the advice and iini^ulunity of all his relations, 
who laid a disagreeable restraint upon liis inclinations, while they 
consulted his interest in every other particular. 

“ ^Vhile 1 halted in tho next great town, until T could bo sup- 
plied with fresh horses, I was visited by a gentleman who had 
iieen formerly intimate with my lover ; but a breach had liapjienod 
in their friendship, and he iioV came to complain of the treatment 
he had received. Perceiving that I was nob in a liiiinour to listen 
to his story, he shifted tho conversation to my own, and observed, 
that I had been extremely ill-used. T told him that 1 was of a 
different opinion ; that it was not only just, but expedient, that a 

young man of Mr. ’s fortune slmuld think of making some 

alliance to strengthen and support the interest of his family ; and 
that I had nothing to accuse liim of but his letting m» remain so 
long in ignorance of his intention. He then gave me to understand 
that I was still ignorant of a great part of the ill-usage I had 
received ; affirming, that while I lived in his Ijicuso, he'^had amused 
himself with all the ccmimorx w^omen in that town, to some, of whom 
this gentleman had personally introduced him. 
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“ At first, I could not believe this imputation ; but he supported 
hifl assertions with so many convincing circumstances, that I could 
no longer doubt the truth of them ; and 1 felt so much resentment, 
that my love vanished immediately into air. Instead of proceed- 
ing in my journey to London, I went back a considerable way, and 
sent a message, desiring tb see him in a little house, about midway 
between his own liabitation and tho town from whciico I came. 
He obeyed my summons, and appeared at the place a])pointed, 
where I reproached him with great bitterness. He pleaded guilty 
to the charge, so far as acknowledging that he had corresponded 
with other women lately, in order to get the better of his alfection 
for me ; but the experiment had failed, and Ijo found that he 
should be ever miserable. 

“I did not look upon this candid confession as a suliicient atone- 
ment for his past dissimulation, and, in the sharpness of my 
revenge, demanded a settleiiicnt, which he porcn]ptorily refused ; 
so that for tho present wc held each other in the utmost contempt. 
Indeed, 1 afterwards despised myself for my condescension, wdiich 
was owing to the advice of my comj)anion, |aupportcd and inflamed 
by tho spirit of resentment. Nevo7‘tholess, he begged that I would 
return to liis house, or stay all night where I was ; but I was deaf 
to his entreaties, and, after a great deal of ironical civility on my 
side, I took my leave, and went away : yet, before 1 set out, I 
looked back, and saw him on horseback, witli such an air of sim- 
plicity and truth, as called up a profi'uiid sigh, iiotwitli standing all 
that had passed in our conversation. 

“ Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in Loicestcr-fickls, 
and answered a letter which 1 had some months before received 
from my lord, telling him that I would go home to him, without 
stipulating for any terms, to try what ellect my confidence would 
have upon his genorosity. He "readily embraced the oiler, and 
took a house in St .Jaiijcs’s-strcet, wdiere I proposed to comply with 
his humour in every thing that was eonsistont wdth my own peace 
and tranquillity. 

“ Meanwhile, my lover passed his time very disagrticably in the 
country with his friend, of whom, it seems, he had conceived some 
jealousy, which was increased by a fetter I wrote to that gentle- 
man, till ho was made acquainted with tlie contents, which he 
read over forty times ; an^d then, his passion breaking out with 
more violence than ever, he not only expressed his feeling in an 
eiiistle, which I immediately received, but, when he came to town, 
suffered such agonies of despair as I had never seen before, excc]it 

in Lord B . It was then in my power to have taken ample 

revenge upon him, as well as upon my insolent rival, who had 
insisted up6n my leaving his house, in a very abrupt manner, 
though he absolutely refusetl to gratify her malice ; for he was 
now disposed to do anything for my satisfaction] but I knew 
his woi'th,^£lhd had two much regard for his reputation to advise 
him to act inconsistent with his honour. 

** About this time, many tender meetings and sorrowful partings 
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happened between us, til] the marriage-knot was tied, when he 
sent me a bank-note for a thousand pounds, by way of specimen, 
as he called it, of his friendship, and of what he would do for me, 
should I ever want his assistance. This mark of his generosity I 
received in a most tender billet, which I shall never part with, 
together with his picture set in dijimond^ 

“1 new employed my thoughts in keeping measures with my 
lord : we lay in the Scame apartment, and for the first four or five 
months T neitJier dined nor supped abroad above twice, and then he 
knew whore 1 was, and appi’oved of my company. But all this 
complacency and circumspection liad no efieot upon his temper, 
which ronmined as capricious and dissatisfied as ever. Nay, to 
such a provoking degree did this niiha])j)y humour prevail, that 
one day, in the presence of his lawyer, he harangued upon rny 
misconduct since our last re'nni<.n ; and very freely alfirniod, 
that every step I had taken w^as diametrically opposite to his 
w^ill. , 

“ Conscious of the jjaiiis T had been at to please him, T was so 
incensed at these unjust invectives, that, starting up, I told him 
ho was a little dirty fellow ; and would luivc loft- the house imme- 
diately, had not his lawyer, and tethers, w’ho were in the next 
room, interposed, and by dint of argument and importunitj- 
diverted mo from my purpose. By the bye, I liavo been informed 
by a person of rank, that iny lord discovered exactly the same dis- 
position in his father’s lifetime, and only changes the subject of his 
com])laiiit from the word father to that of wife. Indeed ho takes 
all opportunities of plaguing my dear parent, as he has just sagacity 
enough to know that this is the most ofieccua! way he can take to 
^distress me. 

“After repeated trials, 1 have given up all hopes of making him 
happy, or of finding myself ea?iy in my situation ; and live with 
him at present to avoid a greater iiiccmvenicrico. Not that his ill- 
natjiro is all the- grievance of which I complain : exclusive of the 
personal disgust I entertain for him, his folly is of that sy)ecics which 
disobliges rather than diverts, and his vanity and alfcctatioti are 
fdtogetner intolerable ; for he actually believes himself, or at least 
would impose himself upon nniinkind, as a pattern in gallantry and 
taste, and, in point of business, a pei’son of infinite sagacity and 
penetration : but the most ridiculous ])art of his character is his 
protended talent for p(ditics, in which he so deeply concerns him- 
self, that ho has dismissed many a good servant, because he sus- 
peotod him of having wrong connections ; a theme upon which he 
has often quarrelled with me, even almost to parting, accusing mo 

with holding correspondence with the earls of B and C , 

and Mr. H. V ; though I never had the least acquaintance 

with any of these gentlemou, except the earl of C , to whom I 

have not spoken for these ten years past. 

**In short, I have often been at a loss to know whAher he was 
more mad or malicious inkthose fits of enthusiasm, wherein he 
seemed trtinsported with »eal for the commonwealth, and tormented 
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mo with his admonitions out of all temper and patience. At lengthy 
however, I contrived an expedient which freed me from these 
troublesome expostulations, and silenced him effectually on the 
score of politics : — this was no other than an open avowal of being 
connected with all those people whom 1 have named. Indeed, I 
knew him too well to bcliy/e there was anything solid in his inten- 
tion or professions, even ■when ho carried himself so fgir as to 

demand a private audience of the k , in order to communicate 

a sclieme for suppressing the rebellion ; and that being denied, 

solicited the duke of D ’s interest, for permission to raise and 

head a regiment of Kentish smugglers : nay, to such a jiitch did his 
loyalty soar, that lie purchased a firelock of particular mechanism, 
calculated for the safety of the bearer, in case he had l)6en placed 
sentinel at his majesty’s door ; and kept his horses ready caparisoned, 
with a view of attending his sovereign to the field. Notwith- 
standing all these pompous preparations, had he been put to 
the proof, he w'ould have infallibly crept out of his engsigomerits 
through some sneaking evasion, his imagination beidg very fertile 
in such saving pretences. Yet he will talk sometimes so fervently, 
and even sensibly, on the subject, that a stranger v/ould mistake 
him for a man of understanding, and determined zeal for the good 
of his country. 

“Since my last return to his house, that act of parliament 
passed, by which he was enabled to pay his debts, and, among the 
rest, a thousand pounds of my contracting ; — the only burden of 
that kind I ever entailed upon him, exclusive of my pin-money, 
which was never regularly paid : nor would ho have been subject 
to this, had he not, by his persecution and pursuit, exposed me to 
an extraordinary expense. 1 have also had it in my power to 
reward some of my faithful Abigails ; in particular, to relieve' 
from extreme distress that maidu to whom, as J have already 

observed, Lord B granteitl an annuity, wdiich she had sold : so 

that she was reduced to the most abject poverty ; and I found her 
in a dismal hole, with two infants, perishing for want ; a spectacle 
which drew tears from my eyes, and indeed could not but make 
deep impression upon a heart like mine, which the misery of ray 
fellow-creatures never failed to melt. 

“Nor did I upon this occasion forgbt the attachment and fidelity 

of my other woman, Mrs. S , who, hearing I was robbed in my 

passage through Flanders, Lad generously relinquished the allow- 
ance 1 had settled upon her at parting. The exercise of such acta 
of humanity and benevolence, and the pleasure of seeing my dear 
and tender parent often, in some measure alleviate tlie chagrin to 
which I am subject from the disagreeable disposition of my lord, 
who, consistent with his former inconsistency, upon our last recon- 
ciliation, cheerfully agreed to a proposal I made of having concerts 
in the house, and even approved of the scheme with marks of par- 
ticular satisfiiction : but before one half of the winter was expired, 
ha found means to banish all the coqjpany, beginning with Lord 
B? B , who, as he walked up stairs one evening, was stopped by 
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a footman, who plainly told him ho had orders to .say to him in 
particular, tliat his lordship was not at home ; yet the very next 
day, perceiving that nobleman and me walking together in the 
park, he joined us with an air of alacrity, as if no such thing had 

hax)pened, and even behaved to Lord R with tlie most fawning 

complaisance. His deportment was equally absurd and imperti- 
nent to Jilic rest of his friends, who forsook us gradually, being 
tired of maintaining any friendly communication with such a 
disagreeable composition of ignorance and arrogance. For my 
own part, I look upon him as utterly incorrigible ; and as fate 
hath subjected me to his power, endeavour to make the bitter 
draught go down, by detaching myself as miicli as possible from 
the suppf>sition that there is any such existence upon earth. In- 
deed, if I had not fatal experience of the coiitrai’y, 1 should be apt 
to believe that such a ohar.•^c^c^’ h not- to bo found among the sous 
of men ; because his conduct is altogotlier unaccountable by the 
known rules and maxims of life, and falls entirely under the poet’s 
observation, miou he .says, 

“ ‘ 'Tia tnio tio meaning puzzles moie tlmn wit.' ” 

Her ladyship having thus concluded her story, to the entertain- 
ment of the company, and the admiration of Peregrine, wlio 
expressed his astonisliment at the variety of adventures she had 
undergone, which was such as he thought siithcient to destroy the 
most liardy and robust constitution, and therefore infinitely more 
tlian ciiongh to overwlielm one of her delicate frame ; — one of the 
gentlemen present roundly taxed her with want of caiKhiur, in 
suppressing some circumstances of her life, which lie thought 
essential in tho consideration of her character. 

• She reddened at this poremjitoi-y charge, whicli had an ev ident 
effect upon the countenances the whole audience, wlicn tho 
accuser proceeded to explain his imi> 4 jtation, by observing, that, 
in tho course of her narration, she had omitted to mention a 
tlunisand acts of uncommon charity, of which he himself knew 
her to bo guilty ; and that she had concealed a great many advan- 
tageous proposals of marriage, which she might have accepted 
before she was engaged. 

Tlie company were agreoalTly undeceived by this explanation ; 
which her ladyship acknowledged, in very polite terms, as a com- 
idiment equ.ally genteel and nnexpcOced j and our hero, after 
having testified the seiiso ho had of her complaisance and con- 
deceusion, in regaling him with a mark of her confidence and 
esteem, took his leave, and went homo in a state of confusion and 
perplexity : for, from the circumstances of tho tale he had heard, 
he plainly perceived, that her ladyship’s heart was too^ delicate to 
receive such incense as ho, in the capacity of an admirer, could 
at present pay ; because, though he had in some measure abridged 
the empire of Emilia in his oavu breast, it was .not in hi!f? power to 
restrain it so effectually, bub|;hat it would interne with any oth^ 
sovereign whom his thoughts should adopt ; and,*unle3S Lady ^ 
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could engross his whole love, time, and attention, he foresaw that 
it would bo impossible for him to support the passion * which 
he might have the good fortune to inspire. He was, moreover, 
deterred from declaring his love, by the fate of her former admirers, 
who seemed to have becyi wound up to a degree of enthusiasm, 
that looked more like the cfi'ect of enchantment, than the insj)! ra- 
tion of human attractions ; an ecstasy of passion wluclf' he dui-st 
not venture to undergo ; ho therefore resolved to combat with the 
impressions he had already received, and, if possible, cultivate her 
friendslnj) witliout soliciting her affection ; but, before ho could fix 
upon this determination, ho desired to know the footing on wliich 
he stood in her opinion ; and by the intelligence of Crabtree, 
obtained in the usuiil manner, understood that her sentiments of 
him were very favourable, though without the least tincture of 
love. He would have been transported with joy had her thoughts 
of him been of a mcjrc tender texture, though his reason was better 
pleased with the information he received ; in consoq:ueiice of which 
ho mustered uj) the ideas of his first passion, and set tlicm in 
ni)pi)sitioTi to those of this now and dangerous attachment; by 
which means ho kept the balance ht equilibriot and his bosom 
tolerably (piict. 


CM/VV. T^XXXII.— IIo pcrRiitt(l(^H CadwaUiulor to asflunip tlio Character of a Magician, in 
Avhich 111* aoqiuKvi a groat »S)iaiP of Ih putatioii, by bin Uc.sponbCfl to three Femalcij «>!' 
ilLstmcuori, who BCNCially contsult tlu‘ Ib.spauhes of hw Art. 

His heart being thus, as it were, suspended between two objects 
tliat losscncid the force of each otJier’s attraction, ho took this 
opportunity of enjoying some respite, and for the present detachdd 
his sentiments fiom both ; rewilving to indul^^o himself in the 
exercise of that practical t'satire, which was so agreeable and 
peculiar to his disposition. In this laudable determination he was 
confirmed by the repeated suggestions of his friend Cadwallader, 
who taxed him with letting Jiis talents rust in indolence, and 
stimulated his natural vivacity with a succession of fresh dis- 
coveries ill the world of scandal. ^ 

Peregrine was now seized with a strange whim, and, when he 
communiwited the conceit f-o Cadwallader, it in a moment acquired 
his approbation. This notion he imparted in a proposal to subject 
the town to their ridicule, by giving responses in the (‘haractor of a 
professed conjurer, to bo personated by the old misanthrope, whoso 
aspect was extremely well calculated for the purpose. Tlie plan 
was immediately adjusted in all its parts ; an iqiartment hired in 
a house accommodated with a public stair, so that people might 
liave free ingress and egress, without being exposed to observation ; 
and this tenement being furnished with the apparatus of a magi- 
cian, such as globosy telescopes, a magic lantern, a skeleton, a dried 
monkey, togethej with the skins of vn alligator, otter, and snake, 
tho conjurer himself took possession of his castle, after having 
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diatributod printed iidvortisernonta, containing the particular of 
his undertaking. 

These bills soon operated according to the wish of the projectors. 
As the price of the oracle was fixed at half a guinea, the public 
naturally concluded that the autlior was np common fortune-teller ; 
and the very next day, Peregrine found some ladies of his quality 
acqufiintatice infected with the desire of making an experiment 
upon the skill of this new conjurer, who pretended to bo just 
arrived from tlie Mogul’s empire, where he had learned the art from 
a Brachman philosopher. Our young gcnblenian aftected to talk of 
the pretensions of tliis sage with ridicule and contempt, and with 
seeming reluctance undertook to attend them to his apartment, 
observing that it would bo a very easy matter to detect the follow’s 
ignorance, and no more than common justice to chastise him fen- 
his i)i'esinnption. Though ho v;ould easily perceive a great fund of 
credulity in the .company, they affected to espf)use his ()piuion, 
and, under tlio^notion of a frolic, agreed that one particular lady 
should endeavour to bafllc his art, by appearing before him in the 
dress of her woman, who should at the same time personate her 
mistress, and be treated as such by our adventurer, win) i)romi8ed 
to scpiire them to the place. These measures being concerted, and 
the appointment lixed for the next audience-day, Peregrine fur- 
nished his friend with the necessary information ; and when the hour 
of assignation arrived, conducted his charge to this oraoulous seer. 

They wore- admitted by our hero’s valet-de-chambre, whoso 
visage, being naturally meagre and swarthy, was adorned with 
artificial whiskers ; so that lie became the Persian dress which he 
wore, and seemed a very pro]>er master of the ceremonies to an 
oriental necroniancor. Having crossed his arms upon his breast, 
with an inclination of the head, he stalked in solemn silence before 
them into the penetralia of the temple, whore they found the con- 
jurer sitting at a table, provided with ^len, ink, aiul paper, divers 
books and mathematical instruments, and a hirig white wand, lying 
across the whole. He was habited in a black gown and fur cap : 
his countenance, over and above a double prc)]>orlion of philosojihic 
gravity, which he had assumed for the occasion, was improved by a 
thick beard, white as snow, that reached to his middle ; and upon 
each shoulder sat a prodigious large black cat, which liad been 
tutored for the purpose. , 

Such a figure, which would have sfartlcd Peregrine himself, had 
jiot he been concerned in the mystery, could luit fail to make an 
impression upon those whom he accompanied. The fictitious cham- 
bermaid, in spite of all her natural pertness and vivacity, changed 
colour when she diitored the room ; while the pretended l^wiy, whoso 
intellects were not quite so enlightened, began to tremble in eveiy 
joint, and ejacukte petitions to Heaven for her safety. Their con- 
ductor, advancing to the table, presented his offering, an^, pointing 
to the maid, told him. that lady desired to know what would be 
her destiny in point of marriafe. The philosopher, without lifting 
Up hia eyes to view the person in whoso behalf he was consulted, 
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turned his ear to one of the sable familiars that purred upon his 
shoulder, and, taking up tho pen, wrote upon a detached slip of 
paper these words, which Peregrine, at the desire of tho ladies, 
repeated aloud: “Her destiny will, in a great measure, depend 
upon what happened to her about nine o’clock in the morning, on 
the third day of last December.” 

This sentence was no sooner pronounced, than the counterfeit lady 
screamed, and ran out into the antechamber, exclaiming, “Lord 
have mercy upon us ! Sure ho is the devil incarnate ! ” Her mis- 
tress, who followed her with great consternation, insisted upon 
knowing the transaction to which the respoiiso alluded ; and Mrs. 
Abigail, after some recollection, gave her to understand that she 
had an admirer, who, bn that very hour and day mentioned by the 
cunning man, had addressed himself to her in a serious proposal of 
marriage. This explanation, however, was more ingenious than 
candid ; for tho admirer wms no other than the identical Mr, Pickle 
himself, who was a mere dragon among the chambermaids, and in 
his previous information communicated to his associate, had given 
an account of this assignation, wdth which lie had been favoured 
by tlic damsel in question. 

Our hero, seeing his company very much atibcted with this cir- 
cumstance of the wizard’s art, which had almost frightened both 
mistress and maid into hysteric fits, pretended to laugh them out 
of their fears, by observing, that there was nothing extraordinary 
in tliis instance of his knowledge, which imght have been acquired 
by some of those secret emissaries whom such in)])ostor8 are obliged 
to employ for intelligonco, or imparted by tho lover himself, who 
had, perhaps, come to consult him about tho success of his amour. 
Encouraged by this observation, or rather prompted by an ins/iti- 
able curiosity, which was proof against all sorts of aj^prcheiisicfii, 
the disguised lady returned to t\ie magician’s ovni apartment, and 
assuming the air of a pert chambermaid, “ Mr. Conjurer,” said she, 
“ now you ba', e satisfied my mistress, will you bo so good as to tell 
me if ever I shall be married ?” The sage, without tlie least hesi- 
tation, favoured her with an answer in the following words : “You 
cannot be married before you arc a widow ; and whether or not that 
will ever be the case, is a question which my art cannot resolve, 
because my foreknowledge exceeds not the term of thirty years.” 

This reply, which at once cut her off from the pleasing prospect 
of seeing herself indepenaont in the enjoyment of youth and for- 
tune, in a moment clouded her aspect ; all her good humour was 
overcast, and she went away without further inquiry, muttering, 
in the rancour of her chagrin, that ho was a silly, impertinent 
fellow, and a mere quack in his profession. Notwithstanding the 
prejudice* of this resentment, her conviction soon recurred; and 
when the report of his answers was made to those confederates 
by whom she had been deputed to make trial of his skill, they were 
universally persuaded that his art was altogether supernatural, 
though each affected to treat it with contempt, resolving, in her 
own breast, to have recourse to him in private. 
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111 the mean time, the maid, though laid under the most peremp- 
tory injunctions of secrecy, was so full of tlio circumstance which 
related to her own conduct, that she extolled his prescience, in 
whispers, to all lier actpiaiiitance, assuring them that ho had told 
her all tlic particulars of her life ; so tli^it his f^ne was almost 
instantaneously conveyed, through a thousand different channels, 
to fill parts of the town ; and the very next time he assumed the 
chair, his d(H)r 3 wore besieged by curious people, of all sects and 
denominations. 

Being an old practitioner in this art, Cfidwallader knew it would 
be impossible for him to support his reputation in the promiscuous 
exercise of fortune-telling, because every person that should come 
to consult him would exjiect a sample of his skill relating to things 
past ; and it could nob be supposed tliat he was acijuainted with 
tlie private concerns of evv'ry individual who might apply to him 
fur that purposes :,he therefore ordered his minister, whom he dis- 
tinguished by name of Hadgi Jlourk, to signify to all those who 
demanded entrance, that his price was half a guinea ; and that all 
such as wore not disposed to gratify him with that consideration, 
would do well to leave the passage free for the rest. 

This declaration succeeded to ids wish ; for this congregation 
c<msi 3 ted chielly of footmen, chambermaids, apprentices, and the 
lower class of tradesmen, who could not afford to purcliaso pre- 
science at such a ])Tieo ; so that, after fruitless offers of aliillings and 
half-crowns, they dropped f)ff one by one, and left the field open for 
customers of a higlier rank. 

The first person this species wlio appeared, W'as dressed like 
the wife of a substantial tradesman ; but this disguise could nob 
screen licr from the penetration t>f tlie conjurer, who, at first sight, 
knew her to be one of the ladies of whoso conung he had been 
apprised by Peregrine, on the suilj^iosition that their curiosity was 
rather inflamed than allayed by the intriligcnce thi^y had received 
from his first client. This lady approached the philosopher with 
that intrepidity of countenance so cons]>icuous in matrons of her 
dignified sphere, and in a soft voice asked, with a simper, of what 
complexion her next child would bo ? The necromancer, who was 
perfectly well acquainted wirii her private history, forthwith 
delivered his resjumso in the following question, written in the 
usual form, “How long has Poinpoy the^lack been dismissed from 
your ladysliip's service ” 

Endued as she was with a great share of that fortitude which is 
distinguished by the appellation of effrontery, lier face exhibited 
some signs of shame and confusion at the receipt of this oracular 
interrogation, by which she w^as convinced of his extraordinary 
intelligence ; and, accosting him in a very serious tone, ** Doctor,” 
said she, “ I perceive you are a person of great abilities in the art 
you profess ; and, therefore, without pretending to dissemble, I 
will own you have touched the true string of, my apprehensions. 
I am persuaded I need not Jje more particular in my inquiries. 
Here is a purse of money ; take it. and deliver me from a most 
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alarming and uneasy suspense.** So saying, she deposited her 
oflering upon the table, and waited for his answer with a face of 
fearful expectation, while he was employed in writing this sentence 
for her perusal ; “Though I see into the womb of time, the pros- 
pect is nob perfectly distinct : the seeds of future events lie mingled 
and confused ; Ho that 1‘ am under the necessity of assisting my 
divination, in some cases, by analogy and human in^lligcnce ; 
and cannot possibly satisfy your present doubts, unless you will 
condescend to make me privy to ill those occurrences which you 
think might have iulerforod with the cause of your apprehension.” 

The lady having road the declaration, affected a small emotion 
of shyness and repugnance, and, seating herself upon a settee, after 
having cautiously informed herself of the privacy of the ' apartment, 
gave such a detail of the succession of her lovers, as amazed while 
it entertained the necromancer, as well as his friend Pickle, who, 
from a closet, in which ho had concealed himself, overheard every 
syllable of her confession. Cadwallader listened ‘to her story with 
a look of infinite importance and sagacity, and, aftef a short pause, 
told her, that ho would not pretend to give a categorical answer, 
until lie should have dclibcratcfl maturely upon the various cir- 
cumstances of the affair ; but if she would take the trouble of 
honouring him with another visit on his next public day, he hoped 
he should be able to give her full satisfaction. Conscious of tho 
importance of her doubts, she could not help commending his 
paution, and took her leave, with a promise of returning at the 
appointed time : then tho conjurer being joined by his associate, 
they gave a loose to their mirth, which having indulged, lliey 
began to concert measures for inflicting some disgraceful punish- 
ment on the shameless and insatiate termagant, who had so impu- 
dently avowed her own prostitution. * 

They were interrupted, howo/er, in their conference, by the 
arrival of a new guest, whp being announced by Hadgi, our hero 
retreated to his lurking-place, and Cadwallader resumed his 
mysterious appearance. This new client, though she hid her face 
in a mask, could not conceal herself from the knowledge of the con- 
jurer, who, by her voice, recognized her to be an unmarried lady 
of his own acquaintance. She had, within a small compass of time, 
made herself remarkable for two ad\ eiitiircs, which had not at all 
succeeded to her expectation : being very much addicted to play, 
she had, at a certain rout, indulged that passion to such excess, as 
not only got the better of her justice, but also of her circunispec- 
tion ; BO that she was unfortunately detected in her endeavours to 
appropriate to herself what was not lawfully her due. This small slip 
was attended with another indiscretion, which had likewise an 
unlucky effect upon her reputation. She had been favoured with 
the addresses of one of those hopeful heirs who swarm and swagger 
about town, under the denomination of bucks ; and, in the con- 
fidence of his honour, consented to be one of a party that made an 
excursion as far as Windsor, thinking herself secured from scandal 
by the company of another young lady, who had also condescended 
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to trust her person to the protection of her admirer. The two 
gallants, in the course of this expedition, were said to use the most 
perfidious means to intoxicate the passions' of their mistresses, by 
mixing drugs with their wine, which inflamed their constitutions 
to such a degree, that they fell an easy sacrifice to the appetites 
of their conductors, who, upon their retuim to town, were so base 
and inhuman as to boast among their companions of the exploit 
they had Vhioved. Thus the story was circulated, with a thou- 
sand additional circumstances, to the prejudice of the sufferers, 
one of whom liad thought proper to withdraw into the country, 
until the scandal raised at her expense should subside ; while the 
other, who was not so easily put out of countenance, resolved to 
outface the* report, as a treacherous aspersion, invented by her 
lover as an excuse for his own inconstancy ; aiuL actually appeared 
in ])ublic, as usual, till she found horsclf neglected by the greatest 
part of her acciui^^ntance. 

In consequenc0*of this disgrace, which she knew not whether to 
impute to the card affair, or to the last faux pas she had comrnitt<»(l, 
she now came t(j consult the conjurer, and signitied her errand, by 
asking whether the cause of her present disquiet was of the town 
or the country. Cadwallador, at once perceiving her allusion, 
answered her question in these terms : “ This honest world will 

forgive a young gamester for indiscretion at pla3^ but a favour 
granted to a babbling coxcomb is an unpardonable offence.” Tliis 
response she received with equal astonishment and chagrin ; and, 
fully convinced of the nocromancor’s omniscience, implored his 
advice touching the retrieval of her reputation : upon which ho 
counselled her to wed with the first opi^ortunity. She seemed so 
well pleased with his adiiiouition, that she gratified him with a 
d«uible fee, and, dropjiing a low curtsy, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it* high time to silence tho oraclo 
for the day, and Hadgi was accordingly ordered to exclude all 
comers, while Peregrine and his frieiiti renewed the deliberations 
which had been interrupted, and settled a plan of operations for tho 
next occasion : moan while it was resolved that Hadgi should not 
only exercise his own tiUents, but also employ inferior agents, 
in procuring general intelligonce for the support of their scheme ; 
that the expense of this ministry should be defrayed from the pro- 
fits of their professions, and tho remainder bo distributed to poor 
families in distress. * 


CffAP. LXXXUI.— Peregrine ami lii.s Friend Cadwallader proceed in tbe Exercise of the 
Mystery of Fortuop-ti'Wlnj, in lU-i coure* of which they achievo various Adventures. 

These preliminaries being adjusted, our hero forthwitfi repaired 
to a card assembly, which was frequented by some of the most 
notable gossips in town, and, having artfully turned thq conversa- 
tion. upon the subject of the fortune-teller,* whose talents he 
pretended to ridicule, incensed their itch of knowing secrets to 
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such a degree of inii^atienco, that their curiosity became flagrant, 
and he took it for granted that all or some of them would visit 
Albuiiiazar on his very first visiting-day. While Peregrine was 
tlius engaged, his associate made his appearance in another con- 
vocation of fashionable people, where ho soon had the pleasure of 
hearing the conjurer brought upon the carpet by an elderly gentlc- 
wo]jian, remarkable for her inquisitive disposition, who, q^ddressing 
herself to Cadwallader, asked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, 
if ho knew anything of the magician that made such a noise in 
town. The iiiisanthrope answered, as usual, in a surly tone, “By 
yonr question you must either take me for a pimp or an idiot, 
Wliat, in the name of nonsense, should I know of such a rascal, 
unless I were to court his acquaintance with a view to feast my 
own spleen, in seeing him fool the whole nation out of their money 1 
though, I suppose, his chief profits arise from liis practice, in 

quality of pander. All fortune-tellers are b ds, and for that 

reason are so mucli follow^od by people of fashion, 'riiis fellow, I 
warrant, has got sundry convenient apartments for the benefit of 
procreation ; for it is not to bo supposed, that those who visit him 
on pretence of consulting liis supernatural art, can be such fools, 
such drivellers, as to believe that he can actually prognosticate 
future events.” 

The company, according to his 'oxjioctation, imputed his remarks 
to iho rancour of his disposition, wliich could not bear to think that 
any person upon earth was wdscr than himself ; and his cars were 
regaled witli a thousand instances of the conjurer’s wonderful 
prescience, for which lie was altogether indebted to fiction. Some 
of these specimens being c»)mmunicated to him, by way of appeal 
to his o])inion, “ 'Phey ai'o,” said he, “mere pliantoms of ignorance 
and credulity, swelled up in the repetition, like those un subs tan tial 
bubbles which the hoys blow up nn soap-suds with a tobacco-pipe. 
And this will over be the case in the propagation of all extraordi- 
nary intelligence : the imagination naturally magnifies every object 
that falls under its cognisance, especially those that concern the 
passions of fesr and admiration ; and when the occurrence comes 
to be rehearsed, the vanity of the relater exaggerates every circum- 
stance, in order to onchance the importance of the communication. 
Thus an incident, wdiicli is but barcjy uncommon, often gains such 
accoBsioii in its jirogress through the fancies and mouths of those 
who represent it, that tl/o original fact cannot possibly be dis- 
tinguished. This observation might be proved and illustrated by 
a thousand undeniahle examples, out of which I shall only select 
one instance, for the entertainment and edification of the company. 
A very honest gentleman, remarkable for the gravity of his deport- 
ment, was^'onc day, in a certain coflee-house, accosted by one of his 
particular friends, who, taking him by the hand, expressed uncom- 
mon satisfaction in seeing him abroad, and in good health, after 
the dangerous and portentous malady he had undergone. Sur- 
prised at this salutation, the gentleman replied, it was true he 
had been a little out of order over night, but there was nothing at 
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sill extraordinary in his indisposition. ‘ Jesu ! not extraordinary,* 
cried the other, ‘ when you vomited three black crows ? * This 
strange exclamation the grave gentleman at first mistook for rail- 
lery, though his friend was no joker ; but perceiving in him all 
tlio marks of sincerity and astonishment, he suddenly changed his 
opinion, and after a short reverie, taking him aside, expressed 
himself in these words : ‘ Sir, it is not unknown to you, that I am 
at present engaged in a treaty of marriage, w'hich would have been 
settled long ago, had it not been retarded by the repeated machina- 
tions of a certain person who professed himself my rival. Now, I 
am fully persuaded that this atfiiir of the tliree crows is a story of 
his invention, calculated to xu’cjiidice me in the opinion of the lady, 
who, to be sure, would not choose to marry a man who lias a 
rookery in his bowels ; and therefore T must insist upon knowing 
your author of iliis scandalous report, that I may be able to 
vindicate my character front ilie malici(»us aspexsion.’ Ilis friend, 
who thought tliu demand was very reasonable, tf)ld him, without 
liesitiition, tha> he w'as made acepAainted with the circumstance of 
his distemper by Mr. Such-a-ono, their commciii ac(piaintaiice : 
upon Avliich, the person who conceived liiinself injured went 
immediately in ([ucst of his supjiosed dtfamcr, and, having found 
him, ‘Pray, sir,’ said he, witli a peremptory tone, ‘who told you 
that I viunited three black crows? Three i ’ answered the gentle- 
man, ‘I mentioned two only.’ — ‘Zounds! sir,’ cried the other, 
incensed at his indiftbronco, ‘ you will find the tw'o too many, if 
you refuse to discover the villainous source of such calumny.’ The 
gentleman, surprised at his heat, said he w'.is sorry to find ho had 
been the accidental instrument of giving him offence, but translated 
the blame, if any there was, from himself to a third j»crs(vn, to 
v/hos 0 information he owed liis knowledge of the ro[)ort. The 
plaintiff, according to the «lirec*^(m he received, rejiaired to the 
house of the accused ; and his indignation being inflamed at linding 
the story had already ciiculatcd among his acipiaintaiice, he told 
him, with evident marks of displeasure, that he was ctiine to pluck 
that same brace of crows which Jio said he had disgoiged. The 
defendant, seeing him very much irritated, jiosifcivcly denied that 
lie had meiitioiiod a brace : ‘One indeed,’ said he, ‘1 own I took 
notice of, upon the authority nf your own physician, who gave me 
an account of it this morning. ’ — ‘ By the Lord ! ’ cried the sufferer, 
in a rage, which he could no longer certain, ‘ that rascal has been 
suborned by my rival to slander my character in this manner ; but 
I’ll bo revenged, if there be cither law or equity in England, ’ He 
had scarce pronounced these >vords, when the doctor happened to 
enter the room ; when his exasperated patient, lifting ii[) his cane, 
‘Sirrah,’ said ho, ^if I live. I’ll make tliat black crow'- t|,ic blackest 
circumstance of thy whole life and conversation.’ The physician, 
confounded at this address, assured him that ho was utterly igno- 
rant of his meaning ; and, when the other gentleman explained it, 
absolutely denied the charge, affirming he had said no more than 
that he had vomited a quaiifity of Bometliiug as black as a crow, 

2 E 
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The Lindlord of the house ftckuowledfred that ho might have hcert 
mistaken ; and thus the whole mystery was cxplainect/* 

The comi^any seemed to relish the story of the three black crows, 
which they considered as an inipromx)tu of Cadwallader*s own in- 
vention ; but, granting it to bo true, they unanimously declared 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the testimony of divers 
persons of honour, wlio liad been wdtnosses of the magician's Kiix)er- 
natural skill. On the next day of crmsuUation, the nccronianoor 
being in the chair, and his friend behind the curtain, the outward 
door was scarce opened, when a female visitant lloimccd in, and 
discovered to the magician the features of one of those inquisitive 
ladies, whoso curiosity, he knew, his confederate liad aroused in 
the manner above described. 8he addressed herself to liim with a 
familiar air, observing that she had lieard much of his great know- 
ledge, and was come to be a witness of his art, which she desired 
him to display, in declaring wliat he knew to be her ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to her disiiosition, assumed 
the xjen without hesitation, and furnished her with an answer, 
im])orting, that the love of money )>i*cd()minaied, and scandal 
possessed the next ^dace in her heart. Far from being otFended at 
his freedom, she commended his frankness with a sniil (3 ; and, 
eatisfiod of his uncommon talents, expressed a desire of being bettor 
ac(tuainted with his person : nay, she began to catechise liim upon 
the private history of divers groat families, in which he happened 
to be well versed ; and he, in a luystonous manner, droj)ped such 
artful hints of his knowledge, that she W'as amajced at lius ca[){icity, 
and actually asked if his ai’t was communicable. The conjurer 
replied in the aflirmative ; but, at the same time, gave her to 
understand, that it was altainalde by those only wdio wrere x)uro 
and undefiled in jioiut of chastity and honour ; or such as, by ‘a 
long course of ponibonco, luid wdaned themselvcT from all attach- 
ments to the fiesli. She no^ only disai^jiroved, but sooincd to doubt 
Uie truth of this assertion ; telling him, with a look of disdain, that 
his art was not worth having, if one could not use it for the benefit 
of one’s pleasure ; she had oven penetration enough to take notice 
of an inconsistency in w'hat ho had advanced ; and asked why ho 
himself exercised his knowledge for hire, if he was so much detached 
from all worldly concerns. “ Coiile, come, doctor,” added she, 
“ you are in the right to be cautious against irnportinent curiosity ; 
but, perhaps, I may make it worth your while to be communicative.” 

These overtures w-ere intorrui)tcd by a rap at the door, signifying 
the approach of another client ; upon -which the lady inquired for 
his private passiige, through which she might retire, without the 
risk of being seen : when she understood he was deficient in that 
couvenioncte, she withdrew into an empty room, adjoining to jbho 
audio nee-chamber, in order to conceal herself from the observation 
of the new-comer. This was no other than the innamorata, who 
came by a'iipointment to receive the solution of her doubts j and 
the misanthrope, glad of an opjx)rtunity to expose her to the censure 
of such an indefatigable minister of fame, as the person, Who, , he 
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know, would listen from the next apartment, laid her under the 
necessity of refreshing his remembrance with a recapitulation of 
her former confession, wliich w'as almost finished, when she was 
alarmed by a noise at the door, occasioned by two gentlemen, who 
attempted to enter by force. ^ 

Torritied at this uproar, whicli disconcerted the magician himsolf, 
she ran Sor shelter into the place which was pre-occuj)ied by the 
other lady, who, hearing tins disturbance, bad closed the wiridow- 
shnttors, that she might have the bettor chance of remaining 
unknown. 11 ere they ensconced themselves, in the utmost con- 
sternation ; while the ncerumanccr, after some recollection, ordered 
lladgi to^opon the door, and admit the rioters, wlio, ho lioped, 
would be overawed by the authority of his appearance. The 
janitor had no stjonor obeyed liis instructions, than in rushed a 
young libertine, who had bcv.-n i^r some time upon the town, 
togetlier witli bis tutor, who was a worn-out debauchee, well 
known to tlic^niagician. They were both in that degree of intoxi- 
cation necessary to prepare hucIi diH])osition8 for what they coin- 
mouly call frolics, and the sober part of mankind feel to bo 
extravagant outrages against the laws of their country, and the 
peace of I heir fellow -sni)jocts. Having staggered up to the table, 
the senior, who undertook to be spokesman, re.luted Cadwallader 
with, “ How dost do, old Capricorn? Thou seenrst to be a most 
venerable }anip, and, 1 doubt not, hast abundance of discretion. 
I’Jore is this young whore-niastor (a ti*ue cliii) of the old venereal 
bhick his father) and myself come for a eomfortablo east of thy 

function. 1 don’t moan that stale pretence of conjuring— d 

futurity ; let us live for tlie pre.seut, old Haly. Conjure me up a 
couple of halo wenches ; and I warrant wo sliall got into tlio magic 
circle in a twinkling. Wliat say.s Galileo ? Wliat says tlie Reverend 
Bvalie I Here is a jmrse, you pflii]) : bark bow it cliinks ! This is 
sweeter than the music of the spheres.^’ 

Our necromancer, perplexed at this rencounter, made no reply, 
but, taking up his wand, waved it around his head in a very mys- 
terious motion, with a view of intimidating Iheso forward visitants, 
who, far from being awed by this sort of evolution, Ijcoaiiie more 
and more obstreperous, and^even tbreateiied to pull hi in by the 
beard, if he would not immediately com})]y with their desire. 
Had he called his associate, c»r even H^idgi, to his aid, he knew ho 
could have soon calmed their turbulehco ; but being unwilling to 
run the risk of a discovery, or even of a riot, he bethought himself 
of chastising their insolence in another manner, that would be less 
hazardous, and rather iTK>rc eflTcctual. Tn oonsequtuicc of this sug- 
gestion, he pointed his wand tn^^^rdfi the door of the apartment in 
which the ladies had taken sanctuary ; and the two rakes, under- 
standing the hint, rushed in without hesitation. 

The females, finding their 'place of retreat taken by assault, ran 
about the room in great consternation, and were immediately taken 
prisoners by the assailants, who, pulling them towards the windows, 
opened the shutters at the same instant of time, when, strange to 
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toll ! 011(3 of fcilo heroes discovered in the prize he had made, the 
very wife of his bosom ; and his companion perceived that he had 
stumbled in the dark upon his own mother. Their mutual astonish- 
ment was unsj)cakable at this ^xlairciHuemcntj which produced a 
universal silence f(»r the space of several minutes. During this 
pause, the ladies having recollected themselves, an expostulation 
ivas begun by the elder of the two, who roundly took hor son to 
task for his disorderly life, which laid her under the disagreeable 
necessity of watching liis motions, and detecting him in such an 
infamous place. 

While the careful mother thus exercised her talent for repre- 
hension, the hopeful young gentleman, with a hand in each fob, 
stood whistling an operadiine, without seeming to pay" tho most 
profound regard to his parent’s reproof ; and the other lady, in 
imitation of such a consummate pattern, began to open upon her 
liusband, whom she bitterly reproached with h;s looseness and 
intemperance, demanding to kiioiv what he lia<l to allj^ge in .allevia- 
tion of his pr(\sent misconduct. The surprise occasioned by such 
an unexpected mooting had already in a great measure destroyed 
the effects of the wine he had so plentifully drunk, and tlio iirst 
use he made of lus recovered sobriety, wjus to revolve within him- 
self the motives that could ])ossibly induce his wife to give Iiim the 
rendezvous in this manner. As ho h.ad good reason to bcdicve she 
was utterly void of jealousy, he naturally placed this rencontre to 
the account of another passion ; and liis chagrin was not at all 
impaired by the effrontery with which she now presumed to repri- 
mand him. Ho listened to her, therefore, with a grave, or rather 
grim .aspect ; and to the rjutvirion with which she concluded her 
rebuke, .answered, with gro.at composure, “ All that 1 have to allegOj 

madam, is, that the b d has committed a mistake, in coiisocpicnce 

of which we are both disappointfid ; .and so, ladio", your luimblo 
serv.ant.” So saying, he retired with manifest confusion in his 
looks ; and, as h(‘ passed through the audience-chamber, eyeing the 
conjurer askance, pronounced the ejiilhet of “ pi-ecious rascal,” 
with groat emphasis. Meaimhile, the junior, like a dutiful child, 
handed his mamma to her chair ; and the other client, .aftei’ liaving 
reviled the necromancer, because be could not foresee this event, 
went aw'ay in a state of mortification. 

The c<.)ast being clear, Peregrine came forth from his den, and 
congratulated his friend up(m the peaceable issue of the adventure 
w'hich he had overheard ; but, that he might not bo exposed to 
such inconvenience for the future, they resolved that a grate should 
be fixed in the middle of the out^vard door, through which the 
conjurer himself might reconnoitre all the visitants before their 
admission ;‘'80 that, to those whose .appearance he might not like, 
Hadgi should, w'ithout opening, give notice, th.at his master w'as 
engaged. By this expedient, too, they provided against those 
dificiilties ^hich Cadwalladcr must h.ave encountered, in giving 
satisfaction to strangers whom he dick not know ; for the original 
intention of the founders was to confine the practice of their art to 
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people of fashion only, most of whom were personally known to 
the coiinterfoit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed, these associates, Cadwalladcr in particular, notwith- 
standing liivs boasted insight into the characters of life, never 
imagined that his pretended skill w'ould bo consulted by any but 
the weaker-minded of the female sex,* incited by that spirit of 
curiosity, which he knew w'as implanted in tlieir nature ; but, in 
the course of his practice, ho found himself cultivated in his 
preternatural ca^jacity by i)cople of all sexes, complexions, and 
degrees t)f reputatiem ; and had occasion to observe, that when the 
passions are concerned, howsoever cool, cautious, and doliherato 
the disposition may otherwise be, there is nothing so idle, frivolous, 
or absunf, to which they will not apply for encouragement and 
gratilication. Tlio last occurrence, acccordiiig ‘ to the hopes and 
expectation of the confed».ratcii, was wdiispevcd about by the ladies 
conoonied in such a manner, that the whole allair Avas, in a few 
days, the universal toi)ic of discejurse, in wliicli it was retailed with 
nuinborlcKs embidlishments, invented by the parties thems^dves, 
who had long indulged a pi((Ue at each other, and b)ok this oppor- 
tunity of enjoying their revenge. 

These incidents, while tlioy reg.ilcd the spleen, at the same time 
augmented the renown of the conjurer, \Oio was desovihcd on both 
sides as a very cxtraordiiiai-y person in his way ; and the altera- 
tion in his door was no sooner pcrforiiied , than ho had occasion 
to avail himself of it against the intrusion of a great many, with 
whom he w’ould have found it very difficult to sii])pf)rt the fame ho 
had ac<iuircd. 

Among tliosc wlio appeared at his grate, he [>c*rccivod a cerlftin 
clergyman, whom he had long known an humble attendant on the 
"great, and with some the reputed minister of tln ir pleasures ; this 
Lovite had disguised himself in # great coat, boots, and dress quite 
foreign to the habit worn by tli(»se«of his function; and, being 
ajlmittcd, attempted to impose himself as a country sipiire upon 
the conjurer, who, calling him by las name, desired him to sit 
down. This reception corresjiondiiig with the repoit he had heard 
touching our magician’s art, the doctor said lie. would lay aside all 
dissimulation. After having pr<»fcsscd an implicit belief that his 
supernatural knowdedgo did liot proceed from any communication 
with evil spirits, but was the immediate gift of Iloavon, lie declared 
the intention of his coming was to inquire into the liealth of a 
good friend and brother of his, who possessed a certain living in the 
country, which lie named ; and, as he was old and infirm, to know 
what space of time was allotted to him in this frail stfito of mor- 
tality, that he mjglit liave the melancholy satisfactiini of attending 
him in his last moments, and assisting him in his preparations for 
eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the [)urport of this (Question, 
after a solemn pause, during which he seemo^l absorbed in cxintem- 
plation, delivered this respo^ise to his consulter : “Though I fore- 
see some ocgurrences, I do not pretend to be omniscient, I know 
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not to what age that clergyman’s life will extend ; but so far 1 can 
penetrate into the womb of time as to discern that the incumbent 
will survive his intended successor.” This dreadful sentence in a 
moment banished the blood from the face of the appalled consulter, 
who, hearing his own doom pronounced, began to tremble in every 
joint ; lie lifted up his eye’s in the agony of fear, and saying “Tho 
will of Cod bo done !” withdrew in silent despondence, J^is teeth 
cliatteriiig with terror and dismay. 

This client was succeeded by an old man about tho ago of seventy- 
live, who, being resolved to purchase a lease, desired to bo deter- 
mined in the term <jf years by the nccroinaiieor’s advice, observing 
that as ho had no children of his own body, and had no regard for 
his heirs-at-law, the purchase would bo made with a view to his 
own coiivcnioncc only ; and, therefore, considering his ago, ho him- 
self hesitated in tho x>eriod of the lease between thirty and three- 
score years. 

The conjuror, upon due doliboratiou, advised hini to double tho 
last specflied term, because lie distiiiguishod in hiH features some- 
thing portending extromo old age and second childhood, and he 
ought to provide for that state f>f incapacity, whicli otherwise would 
bo attended with infinite misery and afUiction. Tho suporaimuated 
wretch, thunderstruck wi til this prediction, held uj) his hands, and, 
in tho first transports of his apprehension, exclaimed, “Lord have 
mercy upon me ! I have not wherewithal to purchase such a long 
lease, and I have long outlived all my friends ; what, then, must 
become of mo, sinner that I am, one hundred and twenty years 
hence ? ” Cadwallador, who enjoyed his terror, under pretence of 
alleviating his concorn, told him that what he had prognosticated 
did not deprive him of tho means which ho and every persim had 
in their power t(j curtail a life of misfortune ; and the old gentlemail 
wont away, seemingly comforted nith the assurance that it would 
always bo in his power to employ a halter for his own deliverance. 

Soon after tho retreat of thLs elder, the magician was visited by 
one of th\ise worthies kno^vii among the Homans by tho appellation 
of haTedipctCT'^ who had amassed a large fortune by a close atten- 
tion to the immediate wants and weakness of raw, inexperienced 
heirs. This honourable usurer had sold an annuity upon the life 
of a young spendthrift, being thereto induced by the atlirination of 
his physician, who had assured him his patieiit’.s constitution was 
s<) rotten that he could not live one year to an end ; he had, never- 
theless, made shift to weatlun* eighteen months, and n(»w seemed 
more vigorous and healthy tlian he had over been known ; for he 
w’as supposed to have nourished an hereditaiy jiox from his cradle. 
Alarmed at this alteration, the seller came to consult Cadwallader, 
not only about the life of the annuitant, but also concerning tho 
state of his health at the time of his purchasing tho annuity, pur- 
posing to sue the physician fur false intelligence should the conjurer 
declare that*the young man was sound when the doctor pronounced 
him diseased. But this was a piece, of satisfaction ho did not 
obtain from the misanthrope, who, m order to punish his sordid 



CRABTREE CONSULTEt) BY A POET. 


439 


disposition, gave him to understand that the physician had told him 
the trutli, and nothing but the truth ; and that tjie gentle* 

iniiii was in a fair way of attaining a comfortable old age. “That is 
to say," cried the client, in the impatience of his mortification at 
this answer, “hating accidents; for, tlyink God, the annuitant 
does not load the most regular life ; besides, I am credibly informed 
lie is choleric and rash, so that he, may be concerned in a duel ; then 
there are such things as ricjts in the street, in whicli a rake’s skull 
may be casually cracked ; ho may bo overturned in a coach, over- 
set in the river, thrown from a vicious horse, o^'ertakcu wdth a cold, 
endangered by a surfeit ; hut wliat I place my chief contidcnco in is 
a hearty p<ix, a distemper which liath been fatal to his wJiolo family. 
Not but that the issue of all these things is iincortaiii ; and expe- 
dients might he found whicli would nuu’o eflectuariy answer llio piir- 
]>ose. I know they have aits iji India by which a man can secure 
his own interest, in the salutation <if a friendly shake by the hand ; 
and 1 don't doubt that you, who have lived in that, country, are 
master of the secret. To he sure, if you w'eie inclined to rom- 
iiiiiiiicate such a nostrum, there are abundance of people A’ho would 
jimcliasc it at a veiy high price." 

Cadwallador understood tins insinuation, and was tempted to 
amuse him in such a niamiei* as w'ould tend to his disgrace and 
confusion ; hut, e(,iisidering that the ease was of too criminal a 
nature to ho lampcM’cd with, he withstood his desire of iiunialiing 
this ra])aciuus connoniiit any (it her way than by telling him ho 
would not impart tho secret for hisivhole fortune ten times doubled ; 
so that the usurer retired very much dissatisfied wdth the issue of 
his consullalion. 

The next person who presented himself at this altar of intelligence 
w^is an author, wlio recommended liimsidf to a grat.is advice by 
observing thal a prophet and iioef were known by tho wimo appel- 
lation among the ancients ; and that a 1 » this day both the one and 
the other spoke by iiis[)iratioii. The conjurer refused to own this 
aflinity, 11111011, he said, formerly suhsistei'i because both species of 
the vfiU's wore the children of lictioii ; hut as he himself did not 
fall under that pri'dicaineiit, he hogged leave to disown all con- 
nection wdth the family of the poets ; and the poor author would 
have been dismissed ivitliout his errand, though lie offered to leave 
an ode as security fur the magician’s fee, to bo paid from the profits 
of his first third niglil., had not Cadw'ailader’s curiosity prompted 
him to know the subject of this gontleniairs inijuiry. He there- 
fore told him that, in consideration (»f his genius, he w'ould for once 
satisfy him without a fee, and desired him to specify the doubts in 
which he wished t© be resolved. 

Tho son of Parnassus, glad of this condeLScension, for* which ho 
thanked tho necromancer, gave him to understaiul that he had 
some time before presented a play in manuscript to a certain great 
man at the head of taste, who had not only re:v.l and apj 5 >roved tlio 
performance, hub also undertiiken to introduce and support it on 
the stage ; that he, tho author, was assured by this patron that the 
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play was already, in consequence of his recommendation, accepted 
by one of the manaj^ers, who had faithfully promised to bring it lo 
light ; hut that when ho waited on this same manager, to know 
when ho intended to pub his production in rehearsal, the luaii 
declared lie liad never seen or heard of the piece : “Now, Mr. Con- 
jurer,” said ho, “T want*to know whether or not my play has been 
j)reseiitod, and if I have any sort of chance of seeing it j,cted this 
winter.” 

Cadwallador, who had in his younger days sported among the 
theatrical Muses, began to lose his temper at this question, which 
recalled the reniembranco of liis own disappointments, iind de- 
spatched tlie author with an abrupt answer, importing that the 
alfaii-s of the stage were altogether without the sf)here V)f his divi- 
nation, being entirely regulated by the demons of dissimulation, 
ignorance, and cai)rice. 

It would ])e an endless task to recount every individual resi)onse 
which our magician delivered in the course of his conjuration. He 
was consulted in all cases of law, physic, and hade, bver and above 
the (udinary subjects of marriage and fornication ; his advice and 
assistance were solicited by sharpers, who desired to possess ^in 
infallible method of cheating uupcrceivod ; by fortuiie-bunters, 
who wanted to make prize of widows and lieirosses ; by debancliocs, 
wdio were disposed to lie with other men’s wives ; by coxcombs, who 
longed for the deatli of their fathers ; by wenches with child, who 
wished themselves rid of their bunions ; by morcliants, who had 
insured above value, and thirsted afi(‘r the news of a wreck; liy 
underwriters, who prayed for the gift of prescience, that they 
might venture money upon such ships only as should perform the 
voyage in safely ; by Jews, who wanted to foresee the fluctuations 
of stock ; by usurers, who advance money ujion undecided causes ; by 
clients, who were dubious c'f the honesty of their counsel : in short, 
all matters of uncertain iss^ie were appealed to this tribunal ; and 
in point of calculation Do Moivre was utterly neglected. 


CnAi’. LXXXIV. — The Conjuror and hia A-ssuniate execute a Plan of Vengeant’e against 
cercain Inhdi’lH A\ho pretend to denpiae their^Art ; and Peregrine acluoves an Adven- 
ture witli a young Nohlrman. 

By these means, tlie wkole variety of characters undisguised 
passed, as it were, in review before tlie confederates, who, by 
divers ingenious cemtrivances, punished the most flagrant ofienders 
with as mucli severity as the nature of their plan would allow. 
At length, they projected a scheme for chastising a number of 
their owm. actiuaintauco who had all along processed the utmost 
contempt for the talent of this conjurer, which they endeavoured 
to ridicule in all companies where his surprising art was tlio 
subject discourse ; not that they had sense and discernment 
enough to perceive 'the absurdity of his pretensions, but affected 
a singulaiity of opinion, with a view of insulting the inferior 
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undurstandiugB of those who were deceived by such an idle 
impostor. 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reasons, had always espoused 
their judginent in this case, and joined them in reviling the public 
character (d‘ his friend ; but he knew how far the capacities of 
those virtuosi extended, and had frequ<?ntly caught them in the 
fact of recounting their exploits against the conjurer, which were 
the productions of their own invention only. On these considera- 
tions, his wrath was kindled against thorn ; and he accordingly 
conccrtofl measures with liis coadjutor for overwhelming them 
with confusion and disni/iy. 

In the first place, a report was spread by his emissaries tJiat 
the magician luid undertaken to entertain their view wdth the 
af)pcaraiico of any person whom his customers should desire to see, 
wliether dead, or at the diatance of a thousand leagues. This 
extraordinary pro])Osal chancing to bo the subject of conversation 
in a place w'hore most, of those infidels Avero assembled, they talked 
of it ill the uslial stylo, and some of them sw^oro the fellow ought 
to bo pilloried for his presumption. 

*(>ur hero, seiy/mg this faviuirablc opportunity, aeipiiesced in 
their remarks, and ubseiwed, with great vehcmone(‘, that it would 
be a meritorious actK>n to put the rascal to the jivoof, and then 
loss him in a blanket for iion-performaiiec. They were wonder- 
fully pleased Avith this .suggestion, and forthwith determined to 
try tlio experiment ; though, as they understood the apparition 
Avoiihl bo produced to only one at a time, they could not immc' 
diately agree in the choice of the person wlio should stand the 
first brunt of the magician's .skill. While cacli of them .severally 
excused him.sclf from tliis prcfereiico on varioii.s pretences, Pere- 
grine readily undertook the post, expressing great confidonco of 
the coujurer’s incapacity of givifig him Llie least cause of ajipre- 
hen.sion. .» 

This point being settled, tliey detached one of their number to 
Crabtree, in order to bespeak and adjust the liour and terms of 
the apparition, which he insisted upon performing at his own 
apartment, wdiero everything was prei)ared for the occa.sion. At 
the appointed time they went thither in a body, to the number of 
seven, in full expectation ol detecting the impostor ; and were 
received with such gloomy formality a.s seemed to have an effect 
upon the countenances of some amodg them, though they were 
encouraged by the vivacity of Pickle, who affected a double 
share of petulance, for the more effectual accomplishment of hia 
purpo.se. 

Oadwalladcr made no reply to the intcrrogation.s they uttered, 
in the levity of their insolence, at the fust entrance, ‘but ordered 
Uadgi to conduct them through the next room, that they might 
see there was no previous aiiparatus to affright tlieir deputy with 
objects foreign to his underUking. They found nobbing but a 
couiaIc of wax-tapers burning on a biblo that stood with a chair 
by it, in the middle of the apartment, and returned to the audience- 
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chamber, leaving? Peregrine by himself to encounter the phantom 
of that person whom they shirnhl, without his knowledge, desire 
the magician to conjure up to his view. 

All the doors being shut, and the company seated, a profound 
silence ensued, together with a face of dreadful expectation, en- 
couraged by the blue flain6 of the candles, which were tipped with 
auli>h\ir for that purpose, and heightened by the dismt^ sound 
of a large bell which Eladgi tolled in the antechamber. Cadwal- 
Ifider, having thus practised upon their ignorance and fear, desired 
them to name the person to bo produced. After some whitq)er8 
among themselves, one of them took the pen, and writing tlio 
name f)f Commodore Trunnion upon a slip of paper, i)at it into 
the hands of the magician, who rose from his seat, and, opening' 
the door of his closet, displayed to their view a skull, with thigh- 
bones crossed, upon a table covered wdth black cltjlh. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable impression upon 
the imaginations of the company, already prepossessed by vbe 
previous ceremony; and they began to survey one*^ another with 
l<»oks of cousbcrnaliou, while Cadwallader, shutting himself in the 
closet that was contiguous to tlio chamber in which liis frieij|jl 
l^eregrine was stationed, thrust the label with his uncle's name 
through a small chiuk in the partition, according to agroernent, 
muttering all the time a sort <»f gibberish, that inoreasod the panic 
of his audience ; then, returning to his chair, the knell was tolled 
again, and Pickle called aloud, “ D — n y(>ur murnniory ; Avhy don’t 
you despatch '/ ” 

This was a signal to Crabtree, who, thus certified of his having 
received the paper, stood up and waved his w'and in the figure of 
an S. The motion being tbvice X)orforuicd, their ears were all 
of a sudden invaded by a terrible noise in the next room, accoiu-^ 
panied by the voice of Peregrin^ wdio exclaimed, in a tone of 
horror and amazement, ' ‘ G^uard me, lleavcii ! my uncle Trun- 
nion ! " Thifj ejaculation had such an effect upon the hearers, 
that two of them swooned with fear, a third fell upon hi-s knees 
and 'prayed aloud, while the other three, in a transport of dismay 
and distraction, burst open the door, and rushed into the haunted 
chamber, where they found the table and chair overturned, and 
Peregrine extended, in all appearance without sense or motion, 
up<ni the door. 

'rhoy immediately begaii‘ to chafe his temfiles, and the first 
symptom of his recovery which they perceived was a hollow groan, 
after which he pronounced these words: “Merciful iiowers ! if 
I live, I saw the commodore with his black patch, in the very 
clothes he wore at my sisters wedding.” This declaration com- 
pleted their *aatonishment and terror ; they observed a wildness iu 
his looks, which he seemed to bend on something concealed from 
their view ; and were infected by his appearance to such a pitch 
of superstitien, that it would have been an easy matter to persuade 
them that the chair and table were appjiritions of their forefathers- 
However, they conducted Peregrine into the council-chamber, 
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^vhero the conjuror and Hadgi wore employed iu ministering to 
tlu)f?e who had fainted. 

The patients having I'etrioved tho use of their faculties, Cad- 
wallader, assuming a double portion of severity in his aspect, 
asked if they wore not ashamed of their former incredulity ; 
declaring, that lie was ready to give thenf more convincing proofs 
of his art jjpon the sjiot, and would imiiiodiately recall three gene- 
rations of their progenitors from tho dead, if they W'ore disposed 
to relish such company. Then, turning to one of them, whoso 
great-grandfather had been hanged, “Are you,” said he, “am- 
bitious of seeing tho first remarkable personage i>f your family? 
Say tho word, and ho shall apjiear.” 

•This youth, who had been tho most insolent and obstreperous of 
tho Avliolo society, and was now depressi'd with tho flahio projiortioii 
of fear, aliirmed at tho })ropos’iL, .\ssured tho magician he had no 
curiosity of that sort remaining, and that what ho had already seen 
would, ho hoped, *havo a good efleot upon liia future life and con- 
versation. Ev0ry ono of tliese heroes made an acknowledgment 
and profession of tho same kind, some of which were attended with 
teajs ; and Hadgi having provided chairs for the whole company, 
they dcjiarLcd exceedingly crest fallen. Two of the number actually 
sickened with the agitation they had undergone, while our hero 
and liis associate made tliomsclvos merry with tho success of their 
enterprise. 

]?ut this scheme of fortune-tolling did not engross his whole 
attention ; he still ctmtinued to mainbiin liis appearance in tho 
beau mouih; and, as his expense far exceeded his income, strove 
to contract intimacies with people of mteresb and jiowor : ho showed 
himself regularly at court, paid his respects to them iu all places of 
pitblic diversion, and frequently entered into tlieir parties, either 
of pleasure or cards. Iu the coursfe of this cultivation, he liappened 
one evening, at a certain choculate-lioiise, to overlook a match at 
piquet, in which he jierceivcd a coujile of sharpers making prey of 
a young nobleman, Avho luul neither temper nor skill sufiioient to 
cope with such antagonists. 

Our hero, being a professed enemy to all knights of industry, 
could not bear to see them cheat in public with such insoleiib 
audacity. Under pretence (»f communicating some business of 
importance, ho begged the favour of speaking to the young gen- 
tleman in another corner j^f tho room, Snd, in a friendly manner, 
cautioned him against tlio arts of liis opponents. This hot-headed 
representative, far from thinking or owning himself obliged to 
Pickle for his good counsel, looked upon his advice as an insult 
upon his understayding ; and replied, with an air of ferocious dis- 
pleasure, that he knew how to take care of his own eor/corns, and 
would not Bufi'er either him or them to bubble liim out of one 
shilling. 

Peregrine, offended at tho association, as well as at tho ingrati** 
tudo and folly of this conceited coxcomb, cxpre*s8od his resentment 
by telling him that ho expected at least an tvckuowledgnient for 
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his candid intention ; but Jio found his intellects too much warped 
by his vanity to perceive his own want of capacity and experience. 
Inflamed by this rej^roof, the young nobleman challenged him to 
play for five Imndred pounds, with many opprobrious, or at least 
C(uitemptuous terms of defiance, which provoked our hero to accept 
tlie pn>po3iil. After tho\)ther had disengaged himself from the old 
rooks, who were extremely mortified at the interruption, the two 
young cliauipious sat down ; and, fortune acting with uncommon 
partiality, l^icklo, by the superiority of his talents, in two hours 
won to the amount of as many ihousand pounds, for which he was 
obliged to take his antagonist’s note, the sharpers having previously 
80 cure<l his ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, tlie rash young man would have continued 
the game, and doubled stakes every time, so tliat Poi*egrine might 
have increased his ac(piisition to ten times the sum he had gained ; 
but ho thought he had already sufliciently chastised the pre- 
.suniptiou of the challenger, and was unwilling to* empower fortune 
to ravish from him the fruits of his success : ho therefore declined 
my lord’s proposal, unless he would play for ready money ; and 
his lordship having in vain tried his credit among the compiyiy, 
our adventurer withdrew, leaving him in an ecstasy of rage and 
disa\)poiiitinent. 

As the insolence of his behavour had increased with his ill luck, 
and he had given vent to divers expressions which Peregrine took 
amiss, our young gontlemaii resolved to augment his punishment, 
by teasing him witli demands which could not, he know, be imme- 
diately satisfied, and next day sent Pipes to his father's house 
with the note, which was d.rawii payable upon demand. The 
debtor, who had g<)ne to bed half distracted with his misfortune, 
finding himself awaked with sucli a disagreeable dun, lost 5.11 
patience, cursed Pickle, threattjiicd his messenger, blasphemed 
with horrible execrations, s-iid made such a noise as reached the 
ears of his father, who, ordering his sou to be called into his pre- 
sence, examined him about the cause of that uproar which had 
disturbed the whole family. The young gentleman, after having 
essayed to amuse liim with sundry eipii vocations, which served 
only to increase his suspicion and desire of knowing the truth, 
acknowledged that lie had lost somb money over-night at cards to 
a gamester, who had boon so impertinent as to send a message, 
demanding it that morning, though lie had told the fellow' that it 
w'ould not suit him to pay it immediately. The father, who w'as 
a man of honour, reproached him with groat severity for his pro- 
fligate behaviour in general, and this scandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to be some trifle ; then, giving him a bank-note 
for five hundred pounds, commanded him to go and discharge it 
without loss of time. This well-principled heir took the money ; 
hut, instead of waiting upon his creditor, he forthwith repaired to 
the gaming-house, in hopes of retrieving his loss ; and before he rose 
from the table, saw tis note mortgage^ for seven-eighths of its value. 

Meanwhile, Pickle, incensed at the treatment which his servai^t 
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hiid toceived, and informed of his lordsliiii’s second loss, which 
aggravated his resentment, determined to preserve no medium ; 
and taking out a writ tlie same day, jmt it immediately in execu- 
tion upon the body of his debtor, just as he stepj)cd into his 
chair at the door of White’s chocolate-hoi^e. The prisoner, being 
naturally tierce and haughty, attempted to draw upon tlie bfiilitfs, 
who disarmed him in a twinkling : and this effort served only to 
heighten his disgrace, which was witnessed by a tliousand people, 
most of whom laughed very heartily at the adventure of a lord’s 
being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long escape the knowledge 
of his fathou, who, tliat very day, had the satisfaction to hear that 
liLs son was in a si^onging-house. In conscNiiionco: of this infor- 
luathm, ho sent his steward to learn th«.‘ j aiticulars of tlie arrest ; 
and was eipially offended, 8ur])ii&cd. and concerned when he under- 
stood the nature <if the debt, which he imagined his son had already 
discharged. Unwilling to jiay such a considerable sum for a spend- 
Ihrift, wdiom he had but too much indulged, and who in loss tlion 
one week miglit involve hiUKself in such another difficulty, the old 
genlieniaii wrote a letter to Peregriiu*. re]>vosenting what a hardship 
it would be upon him to forfeit such sums hy the indiscretion of a 
son, whose engagements ho was not lumnd to fullil ; and desiring 
souio mitigation in his demand, as it was not a debt- contracted for 
value received, but incurred without subjecting him to the least 
damage or iriconveniencG. 

Our adventurer no sooner received tlij.s letter, than he went in 
person to wait upon the author, to whom he, in a candid manner, 
related the particular circumstances of tlie match, togolher with 
the ingratitude and audacity of his sf»n, which ho owned Iiad stimu- 
lafed him to such measures as ho otherwise' w ould liiU’e scorned 
to take. The niffileman achnowlecfged that tlio revenge w as liardly 
adeejuato to the provocation, and coiideiftned the conduct of liis son 
with sucli justice and integrity as disarmed PeiTgrinc of his resent- 
ment, and disposed him to give au undoubted proof of bis (iwn 
disinterestedness, wdiich ho immediately exhibited, by producing 
the note and tearing it to pieces, after having assured liis lordship 
that the writ should bo wdthdj'awn, and tlie prisoner discharged 
before night. 

The earl, who perfectly w'ell understood tlie value of money, and 
W'as no stranger to the characters of inaiiKind, stood amazed at this 
sacrifice, which Pickle protested was offered by his csteom fur his 
lordship ; and after having complimented him upon his generosity 
in a very uncommon strain of encomium, begged the favour of his 
acquaintance, and •insisted upon his dining with him next day. 
The youth, proud of having met with such an opportunity to dis- 
tinguish himself, in less than an hour performed every article of 
his promise ; and in the morning was visited by the debtor, who 
came, by the express order of hia father, to thank him fo? the obli- 
gation under which he w^as lakl, and to ask pardon for the offence 
he had given. 



446 


PliRFiaRlNE PICKLE. 


This condoacension was very glorious for our hero, who graciously 
received his submission, and accompanied him to dinner, whore 
ho was caressed by the old oarl with marks of particular affec- 
tion and esteem. Nor was his gratitude confined to exterior 
civility : ho offered him t*ihe use of his interest at court, which was 
very powerful, and repeated his desire of serving him so pressingly, 
that Peregrine thought ho could not disi)onse with the opportunity 
of assisting his absent friend (Godfrey, in whose behalf' he begged 
the influence of his lordship. The earl, pleased with his request, 
wliich was anotlicr j)roof of tlio young gentleman’s benevolence, 
said ho would not fail f-o pay the utmost rcg.ard to his i-ecommenda- 
tion ; and, in six weeks, a captain’s commission actually 

signed for the brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably sur- 
prised at the intimation he received from the War-ottico, though ho 
was utterly ignorant of the canal through which he obtained that 
promotion. 


Gii/Vi’. LXXXV. — Peregrine 1h cflobritod ns a Wit and Patron, and p»0( pc-ds to eiitertain 
lihnsclf at the Expense of whom it did concern. 

In the mean time, Peregrine llourisliod in the gay scenes of life, 
and, as 1 have already oliserved, had divers opportunities of pro- 
fiting in the way of marriage, had not his ambition been a little 
too inordinate, and his heart still biassed by a passion, which all 
the levity of youth could nob bahince, nor all the pride of vanity 
overcome. Nor was our hero unmarked in the world of letters and 
taste; he had signalized; liimsclf in several poetical productions, 
by whicli ho had actpiircd a good share of reputation : not that the 
Ijieces were such as ought to have done much lionour to liis geniqa ; 
but any tolerable pv’rformanco from a persrin of his figure an(l 
supposed fortune will always bo considered by the bulk of readers 
as an insttince of astonishing capacity ; tlmugh the very same pro- 
duction, ushered into the vvorld with the name of an antlior in less 
utfluent circumstances, would be justly disregarded and despised ; 
so much is the opinion of most people influenced and over.awed by 
ridicul oua considerations. 

Be this as it will, our young gc^ntleman was no sooner distin- 
guished as an author, than lie was marked out as a pati'on by all 
the starving retainers to i>ot>try ; he was solemnized in odes, cele- 
brated in epigrams, and fed with the milk of soft dedication. His 
vanity even relished this incense ; and, though liis reason could 
not help despising those that uflered it, not one of them was sejit 
away unowned by his niuniticeiice. Hu began to think himself, in 
good earnest, that superior genius wdiich their flattery had described ; 
he cultivated acquaintance with the wits of fashion, and even com- 
posed in secret a number of hon^motsy which he uttered in company 
a$ the impromptus of his imagination. In this practice, indeed, 
he imitated some of the most renowned geniuses of the who, 
if the truth were known, have laboured in secret, with the sweat 
of their brows, for many a repartee which they have vended 
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as the immediate production of fancy and expression. He \i'aB 
so successful in this exercise of his talents, that his fame actually 
came in competition with that great man who had long sat at, 
the helm of wit ; and in a dialogue that once happened between 
them on the subject of a corkscrew, \i^erein the altercation was 
discharged, according to Bayes, slap for slap, dash for dash, our 
hero was* judged to have the better of his lordship by some of the 
minor satellites that commonly surround and reflect the rays of 
such mighty luminaries. 

In a word lie dipped himself so far in these literary amusements, 
that he took the managoment of the pit into his direction, putting 
himself at the liead of those critics who call themselves the town ; 
atid, in that capacity, chastised several players ■ who had been 
rendered insolent and refractoiy by nnuierited success. As for the 
new productions of the stage, though generally unspirited and 
insipid, they alwjiys enjoyed the benefit of his influence and pro- 
tection ; because he never disliked the perfvormance so much as ho 
sympathized wtth the ])oor author, who stood behind the scones in 
the most dreadful 8us])ensc, trembling as it were on the very brink 
of damnation ; yet, though he extended his generosity and com- 
passion to the humble and needy, lie never let slip one opportunity 
of mortifying villainy and arrogance. Had the executive power of 
the legislature been vested in him, he would have doubtless 
devised strange species of punisliment for all olFenders against 
humanity and decorum ; but, restricted as ho was, he employed 
his invention in subjecting them to the ridicule and contempt of 
their fellow-subjects. 

It was with tins view he set on foot the scheme of conjumtion, 
which was still liajipily carried on, and made use of the intelligence 
oT his friend Cadwalladcr ; though ho sometimes converted this 
advantage to the purposes of gaflantry, being, as the reader may 
have perceived, of a vciy amorous comflexion. He not only acted 
the reformer, or rather the castigator, in the fashionable world, but 
also exercised his talents among the inferior class of people who 
chanced to incur his disideasure. One mischievous plan that en- 
tered our hero’s imagination was suggested two advertisements 
published in the same paper, by persons wlio wanted to borrow 
certain sums of money, for whfch they promised to give undeniable 
security. Peregrine, from the style and^inanner of both, concluded 
they were written by attorneys, a species of people for whom he 
entertained his uncle’s aversion. In order to amuse himself and 
some of his friends with their disapp(>intment, ho v-'rote a letter, 
signed A. B., to each advertiser, according to the address specified 
in the newspaper, importing that if he would conic, with his 
writings, to a certain coffee-house near the Temple, precisely at six 
o’clock in the evening, he would find a pei-son sitting in the right- 
hand box next to the window, who would bo glad to treat with 
him about the subject of his advertisement, and, should his security 
be liked, would ^commodate Jiim with the sum which ho wanted 
tQ raise. Before the hour of this double appointment, Pickle, with 
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his friend Oadwallader, and a few more gentlemen, to whom he 
had thought proper to communicate the plan, went to the coffee- 
houKC, and seated themselves near the place that was destined for 
their meeting. 

The hope of getting niqtioy had such an evident effect upon their 
])unctuality, that one of tliem arrived a considerable time before 
tlie hour ; and, having roconnoitered the room, took his station 
according to the direction he had received, fixing his eyes ui)on a 
clock that stood before him, and asking of the bar-keeper if it wa.s 
not too slow. Pie had not remained in this posture many miniiLos, 
when ho was joined by a strange figure, that waddled into tlie 
room, with a bundle of papers in liis bosom, and the sweat running 
over his nose. Seeing a man in the box to wliich he had been 
directed, he took it for granted he was the lender ; and as soon as 
he couhl recover his breath, which was almost exhausted by tlic 
despatch lie had made, “Sir,” said he, “T presume you are the 
gentleman 1 was to meet about that loan.” Here he was inter- 
riijited by the other, who eagerly replieil, “ x\. Ik, sir, I suppose*^ ” 
“1’he same,” cried tlie last comer: “ £ was afraid I should be too 
late ; for 1 was detained, beyond my expectation, by a nobleman 
at the other end of the town that wants to mortgage a small thllo 
of his estate, about a thousand a year ; and my watch hajipeiis to 
be ill the hands of the maker, having met- with an accident a few 
nights «'igo, which set it asleep. 13uf, Jiowsomover, there’s no time 
lost, and J hope this affair will ho transacted to the satisfaction of 
us both. For my own part, 1 love to do good offices myself, and 
therefore T expect nothing but what is fair and honest of other 
people.” 

Plis new friend was oxocedingly comforted by this declaration, 
which he considered as .i happy omen of his success ; and the hope 
of fingering the cash operated vMbly in his conn U nance, while he 
expressed his satisfaction at meeting with a person of such candour 
and humanity. “The pleasure,” said he, “of dealing Avith an 
easy conscientious man is, in my opinion, sujicrior to that of 
touching all the money upon earth ; for what joy can be compared 
with what a generous mind feels, in befriending its fellow-crea- 
tures ? I was never so happy in my life, as at one time, in lending 
five hundred pounds to a worthy 'gentleman in distress, without 
insisting upon rigid security. Sir, one may easily distinguish an 
upright man by his counte'fiance : for example, now I think I could 
take your Avord for ton thousand pounds.” The other with great 
joy iirotcsted that ho was right in his conjecture, and returned 
the comiiliment a thousand fold ; by Avhich means the expectation 
of both was wound up to a very interesting pitch ; and both, at the 
same instant, began to produce their papers, ' in the untying of 
which their hands shook with transports of oagemess and impa- 
tience ; while their eyes were so intent upon their work, that they 
did not perceive the occupation of each other. 

At length one olP them, having got the start of the other, and 
unrolled several skins of musty parchment, directed his vieAV to 
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the employment of his friend ; and, seeing him fumbling iit his 
bundle, asked if that was a blanlt bond and coiive^’ance wliich he 
liad brought along witli him. The otlier, without lifting up his 
eyes, or desisting fioiu liis endeavours to loose the knot, which by 
this time ho had aj^plied to his teeth, ans\Vired this.(iuostion in tbo 
negative, observing, that the ]>apoiH in his hand were the security 
which he ^proposed to give for the inonoy. 'I’liis reply convei'tcd 
the looks of the in(|uiior inu> a stare of inlinitc st,ididity, accompa- 
nied with the word Auan ! wdiicli he ])Voncninccd in a tone of fear 
and astoiiishnient. Tlie other, alarnu'd at, this note, cast Jiis eyes 
towards the sii]iposcd lender, and was in a moment, infected by bis 
aspect. All the exultation ot hope that sjiarkled in tlieir eyes, 
wfis now succeeded by disapi>ojnUu('nt and disiiuiy ; and, wliilo 
they gazed ruefully at each other, llit'ii iVatuics were gradually 
elongated, like the transient C'iVis ol a Iviiddle-row periwig. 

M'his emphatic ^silcnco was, how^cvc^r, broken by the last coiner, 
wdio, in a faltering accent, desired the other to recollect the con- 
tents of his lett ?r. “ ( )f your letter I ” cried the first, jnitting ii lo 

his hand the advert isoinent lie had rocoivod from Pickle ; which he 
had no sooner perused, than ho ])rod need his own for the satirsfac- 
tiou of the other pari} ; so that another gloomy pause ensued, at 
the end of which each n(,tered a iirofonnd sigh, or rather groan, 
and, rising uj), sneaked off without further coiumiinication ; he 
who seemed to be most afflicted of the two taking his departure 
with an exclamation of “ Ifumbugged, egad 1 " 

Such W'Ci’C the amtis(Mnoiit,s of our lioro, though they did not 
engross his whole time, soino part of which wa,’ dedicated to noc- 
turnal riots and rov<*ls among a set of young noblemen, who had 
denounced w^ar against teinporance, ooonomy, and common sense, 
aifd w'erc indeed the devoted sons of tumult, waste, and prodigaliiy. 
Not that Peregrine relished those ^scenes, w'hicli were a succession 
of absurd extravagance, devoid of all *rue spirit, taste, or enjoy 
nieiit ; but his vanity proniiitcd him to mingle with those who 
were entitled the choice spirits of the age ; and his dispnaitioii w^as 
80 pliable, as to adapt itself easily to the measures of his company, 
where he had not influence enougli to act in the capacity of di- 
rector. Their rendezvous was at a certain tavern, which might bo 
properly styled the temple of excess, wdicro they left the choice 
their fare to the discretion of the landlj|^rd, that they might save 
themselves the pains of exercising their own reason ; and, in order 
to avoid the trouble of adjusting the hill, ordered the waiter to 
declare how much evciy individual must pay, without Bpecifying 
the articles of the charge. This proiiortion generally amounted to 
two guineas ])er htvid for each dinner and supper, and frecpienily 
exceeded that sum ; of which the landlord durst not abate, with- 
out running the risk <if having his nose slit for his moderation. 

But this was a puny expense, compared with that wliich they 
often incurred, by the damage done to the furnitjire and sSiwants in 
the madness of their intoxication, as well as the loss they sustained 
at hazard, an amusement to which all of them hud reermrse in the 

. / 
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progress of thoir debauches. This eloganb diversion was introduced, 
encouraged, and promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, who 
had made tliemselves necessary conipaiiions to this hopeful genera- 
tion, by the talents of pimping and buffoonery. Though they were 
universally known, ovcn.kd)y those they preyed upon, to have no 
other moans of earning their livelihood than the moat infamous 
and fraudulent practices, they were caressed and courted by these 
infatuated dupes, when a man of honour, who would iiot join in 
llicir excesses, would have been treated with the utmost indignity 
and contempt. 

Tliough Peregrine, in his heart, detested those abandoned courses, 
and was a professed enemy to the whole society of gamesters, 
whom lie considered, and always treated, as the foes of human 
kind, he was insensibly accustomed to licentious riot, and even led 
imj)erceptibly into play by those cormorants, who aic no less dan- 
gerous in the art of cheat ing, than by their consummate skill in 
working upon the passions of unwary youth. They are, for the 
most part, naturally cool, phlegmatic, ami crafty, 'And, by a long 
habit of dissimulation, have gained an absolute dominion over 
the hasty passions of the heart ; so that they engage with manifest 
advantage over the impatience and impetuosity of a warm, unde- 
signing toin])er, like that of our young gentleman, who, wJicn 
he was heated with wine, misled by example, invited on one 
hand, and defied (iii the other, forgrit all his maxims of caution and 
sobriety, and, plunging into the reigning folly of the place, had 
frequent occasions to moralize in the inorniug upon the loss of the 
preceding night. Tliese penitential reflections were attended with 
many laudable resolutions of profiting by the experience which he 
had so dearly purchased : but he W'as one of those philosophers, 
who always jiut off till another day the coinmencemoiit of their 
reformation. '» 


CifAi' LXXX. Vi. —Peregrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, In corisequcnco of wliich he 
ri p lira to Oic Harriani), and performs the laat OfQced to bis Aunt— He is visited by Mr 
Gauntlet, who invites him to his Marriage. 

In this circle of amusements our heap’s time was parcelled out, and 
few young gentlemen of the «age enjoyed life with greater relish, 
»otwithstanding those intorvcniiig chocks of reason, which served 
^ only to whot his appetite for a repetition of the pleasures she so 
prudently condemned ; when lie received the following letter, by 
which ho was determined to visit his estate in the country ; — 

“ Cousin Pickle,— I hope you are in a belter inm than your.aunt, who hath been fast 
moored to hou bed these tieven weeks by several feet of under- water lodging in her hold 
and hollop, whereby 1 doubt her planks are rotted, bo as she cannot choose but fall to pieces 
lu a short time. 1 have done all in my jpower to keep her tight and easy, and free from 
BuddcQ -quAll'i that might overstrain her; aud here have been the doctor*, who have 
skuUlcd her J,ower deck, and let otit-slx gallons of water. For my own part, f wottder bow 
the devil It nime there \ for you know as how it was a liquor she never took 1 q. But as 
for those fellows, the doctors, they are like unskilful carpenters, that In mending oqe lei^k 
make a couple; and so she Alls again apace, but the worst sign of all Is this here; site 
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tpon’tlefe a drop of Nantz go betwixt tbe combings of Uer teeth, and has quit®- loat the 
ruddefof her undemanding, whereby hhe .VA^Swouiidlly In l er speech, palavering about 
EKinie foreign part called the New (jcereuKaicm, and wishing herself in a safe berth in the 
river Oe<jrdun. The i>arson, 1 muht Ray, ptrivea to keep her steady, concerning the naviga- 
tion of her sohl, and talks very stMislbly of Charity and the p(»or, wheroof she hath left n 
legacy of two hundred yioiinds in her wilt; and here han been jMr. (lamHliol, and your 
brothr^r, my lord, demandoig chlrarice at the gale, in ^der to see her; but 1 would qut 
suffer theui to come aboanJ, ami pointed my patereroesj^ hlch made them sheer off. Your 
sister, Mib. Clover, keeps close watch upon her kinswoman, without ever turning in, and a 
kind-hearted young woman it k. I should l>e glad to see you at the gariison. if tho wind 
of your iiiclraatioii slis that way, and mayhap it may bo acinnloit to ynur aunt to lieliotd 
you »long-«lde of liei when In r «n( h.»r 1 m apeak. So no moro at present, but p-sta your 
liTcnd, and bunilile servant to coiumand, 

“.JoirN lUTruw'AT.*’ 


^ Next iu;nTiing, after tlie receipt of this epistle, Peregrine, in 
order to uiaiiifest his regard to his ;umt. Jis ^^oll us his friendship 
for honest J;ich, sot out ou h(us(0»;u‘h for their hiihihilioii, iittended 
by Pipes, wlio longed to sio ins old incssnuito ; hut before ho 
miclied the gnrijson, Mrs. IJatchwjU' had given up the ghost, in 
tho threescore^ and iiflli year of her ago. The widower seemed to 
bear liis loss with resignation, and behaved very decently upon 
the iiccasion, tlumgli ho did not undergo those dangerous trans* 
ports of sorrow which some lender hearted husbands have felt at 
the doparUire of thoir wives. 'I'he lieutenant was naturally a phi- 
losopher, and so well disposed to acquiesce in the dispensations of 
Pnn’idijiioo, that m this, as as in every other enuugency of his 
life, he lirnily lielicvod that everything whi^*h happened was for 
tho best. 

Peregrine’s task, therefore, was not so great in comforting him, 
as in consoling his own sister, who with great jioignancy, and sin- 
cerity of grief, lamented tho death of the only relation with wliom 
she had maintainod any intimacy <>f correspondence ; for her 
nu^thor was as implacable as ever in her enmity against her and 
Peregrine, and rather moro dotertlnned in her rancour ; that which 
was originally a suddeu trau.sp»)i't indignation, being by this 
time settled into a contirmed inveteracy of hate. As for (iam, wlu» 
was now digmlied by the country peo])lo with the appellation of 
“the young squire," he still acted in the capacity of minister to 
the caprice and vengeance of his uuither, taking all Ojipcu't unities of 
disturbing Julia’s peace, shin^leriiig lier reputation, and commit- 
ting outrages against the tenants and (lomestics of her husband, 
who was a man of .a (piiet and timorous (hsposirion. 

But the chief uiniiseinenL of young l^ickle, in his later years,, 
was the chase, in which he ac<iuired .some renown hy his intrepidity 
and remarkable tiguro, ivhicli improved every day in deformity ; 
insomuch, as to suggest a ludicroirs scheme of revenge to a gentle- 
man in the neighlumthood. IJjiving boon afironted by the insolence 
of CJrookback, he clothed a largo baboon that was in his possession, 
in a dress that resembled the hunting equipage of Gam ; and order- 
ing the animal to be set astride, and tied upon the bock of hia 
keenest hunter, turned thorn out one day aft^ the hodbds. The 
horse in a little tinie ouistrip)»ing ail the rest in the field, tho rider 
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was mistaken for Gam by the whole company, who saluted him oft 
he passed with a halloo, observing that the squire had his usual 
good luck in being better mounted than his neighbours. Pickle 
afterwards appearing in his own person, created groat astonishment 
in the spectators, one o/! whom asked if he had split himself 
in twain, and pointed out liis representative, who was by this time 
almost up with the hounds ; upon which, the identical pam wont 
in pursuit of the impostor. When he overtook him, he was so 
luucli enraged at the counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon, 
whip ill hand, and, in all probability, -would have sacrificed him to 
his resentment, had not lie been prevented by the other fox-hun- 
tors. I’liey interposed, in order to make up the difference betwixt 
two brothers of the sport ; and were equally surprised and diverted 
when they distinguished the (piality of Crookback’s antagonist, 
which they I'cscued from his rage, and reconveyed to its master. 

Peregrine, at the rocpiesb of his friend Jack, took charge of his 
aunt’s funeral, to which his parents were invited,' tliougli they did 
not think proper to appear, or pay the least regaref to his solicita- 
tions, when ho desired permissi»)n to wait upon them in person. 
Novertheloas, rild Gamaliel, at the instigation of his wife, after- 
wards obtained an order from Doctors’ Coninions, obliging Hatch- 
way to produce the will of hi.s wife, on the siijiposition that slio liad 
beciuoathed to him sonm part of the money which, he knew, was 
at her own disposal. Hut from this step ho reaped no other satis- 
faction than that of tiiiding hims(*lt altogether neglected by the 
testatrix, who had left all her effects to lier husb.iiid, except one 
thousand pounds, witli her jewels, to Julia’s daughter, the bono- 
faction mentioned in the lieutenant’s letter, and some inconsider- 
able legacies to her favourite doiiiestiCvS. 

A f(.‘W days after the interment of this good lady, our hero wKs 
agreeably suipi'is(Kl with a visit •from his friend Godfrey, who had 
come to England in conseq^ieiice of that ])romotiou wliich he owed 
to his interest, tliougli the soldier liimself placed it to the credit of 
a certain enmtier wdio had foi’nierly ])romised to befriend him, and 
now, finding his advancement unowned, very modestly arrogated 
the merit of it to himself. Ho eoinimmicated his good fortune to 
Pickle, wdio coiiiplimented hmi upon it as an event of which ho 
had no precognition ; and at the saffio time told him, that, in coii- 
sequeiico of his preferment^ his cousin at Windsor had consented to 
his being immediately united in the bands of Avodlock with his 
lovely Sophy ; that the w'edding-day W'as already fixed ; and that 
nothing would bo wantiiug to his h/qipiness, if Peregrine would 
honour tho nuptials with his presence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with great (^agernesa when he 
learned that Emilia would bo there in quality of bride-maid ; and 
now repeated what he had formerly w'rittcn to his friend, namely, 
that ho w'a.s not only willing, but extremely iinjiatient, to atone 
for his m&'d behavipur to that young lady, by laying himself and 
his whole fortune at her feet. Godfrej^ thanked him for his honour- 
able intention, and promised to use his influence, and that of Sophy, 

V 
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in his hehalf, Ihouf^h Iio seemed dubious of their rucccbs, on ac- 
count of his sister’s delicacy, which could not pardon the least 
shadow of disveM[)cct.’ He owned, indeed, he was not certain that 
she would appear in the s/inie companj^ with Pickle ; but as she 
had made no stipulations on that score, lie would interpret her 
silence in the most favoiable manner, and keep her in ignorance of 
his dcsigft until she should lind it loo late to retract wdth any de- 
cency. '1 he hojic of seeing and conversing with Emilia, and, per- 
haps, of being reconciled to her, after having siidered so much and 
so long from licr disi)leasure, raised a tumult of ideas in his breast, 
and pioduced a strange in<iuietudc of joy and perturbalum. (iaunt- 
let, havin;* stayid with him a few days, and signified the time 
appointed for his osjiousal*!, took liis leave, in order to prepare for 
the occasion ; wliile Peregriiu^, with his friend Hatchway, iriade a 
tour among his acf|naintanoe in the country, Avith a view of sound- 
ing their iiicliiiAl ions touching a pr<»ject Avhieli he had lately 
conceived, of orfl'eniig himself as a candidate for a certain boremgh 
in the neighbourhood, at the ensuing eleclu'ii for members of 
parliament. 

This scheme, Avhich was suggested to liiin by one of his quality 
patrons, would have succeeded acc(»rding to his Avi'di, had the elec- 
tion taken place immediately ; but, before that happened, his 
interest wan overbalanced by some small accidents that, will be 
recorded in thcsocjuel. In the mean time ho repaired to M'indsoi*, 
on the eve of his friend’s marriage, and understood from Godfrey, 
that it w^as with llie utmost dilliciilty he and Sophy could jirevail 
uprjii his sister to bo present at tlio wedding, wdu-ii she was informed 
that her lover was invited ; and that her consent had not been 
obtained until they luul promised, on the part of Peregrine, that ho 
should not renew the old topic, inir even speak to her in the style 
of a former acquaintance. ^ 

Our young gentleman Avas nettled at this preliminaiy, to w'hich, 
however, he saitl he Avould adhere ; and so w^ell did he think him- 
self fortified w'itli jirido and resentment, that he resolved to behave 
towards her Avith such inditrerenco, a.s Avould, he hoped, mortify 
her vanity, and thereby punish licr for the imjdacability of her 
dispo.sitioTi. Armed Avith the«e sentiments, he Avas nc'xt day intro- 
duced by Godfrey to the bride, Avho received him with her usual 
sweetness of temper and affability ; an^ Emilia being present, lie 
saluted her with a distant bow, wdiich she acknoAvledged with a cold 
courtesy, and an aspect of ice. Though this deportment coritirmed 
his displeasure, her beauty undermined his resolution : ho thought 
her charms Avere infinitely improved since their last parting ; and 
a thousand fond flnages recurring to his imagination, he felt his 
whole soul dissolving into tenderness and love. 

In order to banish those dangerous ideas, he endeavoured to 
enter into a gay conversation Avith Sophy on the subj^set of the 
approaching ceremony ; but his tongur perfortned its office awk- 
wardly ; his eyes Avere attracted towards Emilia, as if they had 
been subject to the pow’er of fascination ; in spite of all his efforts, 
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a deep sigh escaped from his bosom ; and his whole appearance 
indicated anxiety and confusion. The bridegroom, perceiving his 
condition, abridged the visit, and having conducted his companion 
to his own lodgings, exprejried his concern at having been the inno- 
cent occasion of his uneasiness, by exposing him to the sight of 
Emilia, which, ho perceived, had given him pain. Peregrine, who 
had 1)3'^ this time re-collected the dictates of his pride, a^ired him 
that ho was Very much mistaken in the cause of his disorder, 
which was no other tlian a sudden qualm, to which ho had been for 
some time subject ; and to show him how pliilosopliicnlly he could 
bear the disdain of Emilia, which, with all deference to lier con- 
duct, he could not help thinking a little too severe, he ‘desired, as 
the bridegroom had made preparation for a private ball in the 
evening, that lie would provide him witli an agreeable partner ; 
in which case he would exhibit undouhtod proofs of the tran- 
quillity of his heart. “I was in hopes,” answered Oodfrey, “of 
being able, with the assistance of Sophy, to make up matters 
between you and iny sister, and tor tliat reason kept her unen- 
gaged to any other gontleniaii for the night ; bub since she was so 
peevishly olistinatc, I- shall take care to accommodate you with a 
veiy handsotuo young lady, whose partner will not be sorry to 
exchange her for Emilia.” 

The thoughts of having an opportunity to co(|net with another 
woman under the eye of this implacable mistress, supported his 
sixirits during the ceremony which pub (hiuntleb in possession of 
his heart’s desire ; and, by means of this cordial, he found himself 
so undisturbed at dinner, though he sat opposite to his fair enemy, 
that he was able to pass sonic occasional jokes upon tho new- 
married couple with some appearance of mirth and good-humour. 
Nor did Emily any otherwise scam atlectod by his presence, than 
by excepting him from thc^ participation of those genial regards 
which she distributed to the rest of the company. This easiness 
of behaviour on lier side reinforced his resolution, by giving him 
pretence to call her sensibility in questwm ; for he could n<»t conceive 
how any woman of acute feelings could sit unmoved, in presence 
of a man with whom she had such recent and intimate connection ; 
not considering that she had much •more reason to condemn liis 
affectation of unconcern, and that her external deportment might, 
like his own, be an effort ol pride and resentment. 

This contest, in point of dissimulation, continued till night, when 
tho company was paired for dancing, and Peregrine began the 
ball by walking a minuet with the bride ; then he took out the 
young lady to whom he was recommended by Gauntlet, being very 
well pleasG^l to see that her person was such as might have inspired 
oven Emily herself with jealousy ; though, at the same time, he 
perceived his mistress coupled with a gay young officer, whom, with 
all due deference to his own qaaliGcations, he considered as no 
despicable rival. H 6 wever, he himself first began hostilities, by be- 
coming all of a sudden particular witfi his partner, whom he foitli- 
,with assailed with ffat^tenng compliments, soon introduced 
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the subject of love, upon which he expatiated with great art and 
elocution, using not only the faculty of spoocli, but also the language 
of tho eyes, in which he was a perfect connoisseur. 

This behaviour soon manifested itself the whole assembly, the 
greatest part of w horn believed that ho was in good earnest capti- 
vated by the charms of his partner ; while Emilia, penetrating 
into his design, turned his own artillery upon himself, by seeming 
to listen with pleasure to the addresses of his rival, who wtia no 
novice in the art of making love : she oven affected uncommon 
vivacity, and giggled aloud at every whisper which ho conveyed 
into her ear ; insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded speculation 
to the coiwpany, who imagitied the young soldier had luado a con- 
quest of tlie bridegroom’s sister. Pickle himself began to cherish 
the same opinion, which gradually invaded his good-lmiuour, and, 
at length, filled his bosom with rage. He strove to suppress his 
indignation, and^ called evety consideration of vanity and revenge 
to Ills aid : In^endcavoured to wean his eyes from the fatal object 
that disturbed him, but they would not (>bey his direction and 
command ; he wisho<l liinisolf deprived of all sensation, wdm u ho 
heard her laugh and saw her smile upon the otlicor ; and, in tho 
course of counlry-daiiciiig, when he was obliged to join bands with 
her, tho touch tli rilled through all his nerves, and kindled a flamo 
within him which lie could not contain. In a woi J, his endeavours 
to conceal the situation of liis thoughts wore so violent, that his 
constitution could not endure tho shock ; tho sweat ran down his 
forehead in a stream, the colour vanished from Jiis cliceks, his 
knees began to totter, and his eyesight to fail ; so that he must 
have fallen at his full length upon tlie floor, Inwl not he retired very 
jibruptly into another room, whore he threw himself upon a couch, 
and fainted. ^ 

In this condition ho was found bv his friend, wlio, seeing him 
withdraw with such symptoms of disorder, follow^ed him thither ; 
and, when he recovered the use of his faculties, pressed him to 
make use of a bed in that house, rather than exjiose himself in tho 
night air, by going liomo to liis own lodgings ; bub not being able 
to prevail upon him to accojit the offer, he wrajiped him up in a 
cloak, and, conducting him the inn whore he lodged, helped liiin 
to undress and go to bed, wdicre he was immediately seized witli a 
violent fit of the ague. Godfrey behavrd with great tenderness, and 
would have actually borne him company all night, notwithstanding 
the circumstances of his own situation, liad not his friend insisted 
upon his returning to tho company, and making his apology to his 
partner for his sudden departure. This was a step absolutely neces- 
sary towards mafhtaining tho quiet of the assembly, w'hich he found 
in great consternation, occasioned by his absence ; for some of tho 
ladies, seeing the bridegroom follow the stranger jii his retreat, tho 
meaning of which they did not comprehend, began to afraid of a 
quarrel. Emilia, upon i^retenc© of that supposition, was so mu^h 
alarmed, that she could noff stand, and was fain to have recourse to 
a smelling-bottle. , 
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The bride, who understood tho whole mystery, was the only 
person that acted with deliberation and composure : she imputed 
Emilia’s disorder to the right cause, which was no other than 
conceni for the condition of her lover ; and assured the ladies there 
was iiotliiiig extraordinary^n Mr. Pickle’s going off, lie being sub- 
ject to fainting-fits, by which ho was often overtaken without any 
previous notice. Tho arrival of Gauntlet confirmed the^, truth of 
this declaration ; ho made an apology to tho company in the name 
of his friend, who, he told them, was suddenly taken ill ; and they 
returned to their diversi(jn of dancing with this variation : Emilia 
was so disordered and fatigued, that she begged to be cyx*usod from 
contmiiiiig tho exercise ; and I'ercgiine’s partner, being disengaged, 
was paired with the young officer, for whom she was' Originally 
designed. Meanwhile, the bride withdrew into another apartment 
with lier sister, and expostulated with her upon her cruelty to 
Mr. Pickle, assuring her, from Godfrey’s information, that he had 
undergone a severe lit on her account, which, in all likelihood, 
would have a dangerous effect upon his cnnstitifilion. Though 
Emily was inflexible in her answers to the kind remonstrances of 
tlio gentle Sophy, her licaib was melting w'ith the impressions of 
pity arnl love ; and, finding herself unable fo perform tho duty 
of lier function, in putting tho bride to bed, s!ie retired to her 
own chamber, and, in socrei, syrniiatbized with the distemper of her 
lover. 

In the m<»rning, as early as decency would permit him to leave 
the arms of his dear wife, Gaptiiin (kauntlct made a visit to Peregrine, 
wlio had passed a very tedious and uneasy night, having been .subject 
to short intervals of delirium, during wliich Pipes had found if- very 
difficult to keep him f.ist belayed. IJe owned indeed to Godfrey, 
that bis imagination had been haunted by the ideas of Kmilia anh 
her officer, wliich tormented him bPau nnspoakable degree of .anguish 
and distraction ; and that lic»^vould rather suffer death than a repe- 
tition of such excruciating reflections. He was, hoA\ ever, comforted 
by his friend, wlio assunrd him that Jiis si.stcr’s inclin.ations w'ould in 
time prevail over all the endeavours of rcsciitmeut and pride, illus- 
trating tins asseveration by an .account of the manner in which she 
was affected by the knowledge of Ins disorder, and advising him to 
implore the mediation of Sophy, in a better which she should com- 
municate to Emilia. 

This w.as an opportunity tvliich our hero thouglit too favourable 
to be neglected : calling for paper, he s.at up in his bed ; and, in 
the first transports of his emotion, wrote tho following petition to 
Godfrey’s amiable wife 

“ Dbar Mad/.m, — The affliction of a contrite heart can never appeal to your benevolence 
In vain, and thoreforo I presume to approach yon, In this season of delight, with tho 
language of sorrow, requesting that yon will espouEC the cause of an unhappy lover, 
who mourns with nniitterablc angnish over his ruined hope, and Intercede for my pardon 
with that divl^ creature, whom, in the Intemperance and excess of passion, 1 have so 
mortally offended. Goo<l l^eavenl is my guilt Inexpiable? Am I excluded from all 
hope of remlsstou? Am 1 devoted to misery and, despair? I have offered all the atone- 
ment which the most perfect and Bincore penitence could suggest, and Rhe rejects my 
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humility anil ropentance. tf her rcsentmcni would pursuo me tu the Rravp, let her 
signify her pleasure ; nml may 1 l)c branded with the name of villalu, ami rpmerobcred 
with infamy and detestation to all posterity. If I hesitate one moment in sacrlfictiig a Life 
which is odious to Emilia. Ah! madam, while 1 thUvS pour foith the elTusloua of my 
grief aud distraction,! look around tho apartment in which I lie, and every w'ell-known 
object that saluteH my view recalls to my remombe ranee that fond, that haj'pv' day, on 
which tho fair, the good, tlio tender-hearted Sophy l>f«ame my advoentp. though I was a 
stranger to her aciiuaintanee, ami etfecti'd a traiis| orling reconciliation between me and 
that same enchanting beauty, that is now bo implatalily incensed. Tf she Is not satisfied 
w’ith the piings of reinorso and disappointment, the transports of ^madness 1 have under- 
gone, let her prescrilio what faithei penance she ihinks I ought to endure; and when t 
decline her scntenc'*, let me be the object <*1 her i tiTiial disdain. 

“1 commit mvself, (Wr mad-un • dear Sophy' dear partner of my friend! to vour kind 
iutoiX'osition. I know you will manage my caiiso os a concern on which my uappliieBS 
eiiilrely dti»enil-j ; and 1 hope f vrrjtlnng from your compassion and iKmeiicence, while T 
fonr everything irom her rigour and ])ail'aiity Yes' 1 call it barbarity, a savagenesB of 
delicacy altog'^tlier inconsistent wnli the tmiderneas of human nature ; and may the most 
abject contempt he my portion if 1 hie nndt r its scourge ! Tlut I begin b> lave. 1 coujuro 
you by your own buiuanitv ainl sweclness o( ili'^ptisllion. I conjure you by your love for 
tho man whom Heaven hath decreed your protector, to employ your influence with that 
angel of wrath, m bohall of your obliged and obciliont bervant, “ 

“ r. riCKLE.'* 

• 

Tills c])istlo#vaa immediately transniifciod Iiy Godfrey to liis wife, 
wlio perused it with marks of the most, liumano sympathy ; and, 
carrying it into her sister’s chamber, “flero is something," said 
she, presenting the ]»aper, “which I must recommend to your 
serious attention." Emilia, who immediately guessed the meaning 
of this address, absolutely refused to look upon it, or even to hear 
it riiad, till her brother, eiitcriiig her apartment, rejirimanded her 
sharply fui- lier o>>stinacy and pride, accused lier of folly and dissimu- 
lation, and entered so waimly into tlio interests of his friend, that 
she tliought him unkind in his remonstrances, and, bursting into a 
flood of tears, ropro/iclied him with partiality and want of aflbction. 
Godfrey, who entertained the most ])orfect love and veiiemtiou for 
Ikis sister, a.sked pardon for having given oJlciice, and, kissing tho 
dro])3 from her fair eyes, begged ajjc wouhl, for his sake, listen to tho 
declaration of his friend. 

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to hear the letter, which 
when ho had repeated, she lamenUd her own fate in being tho 
occasion of so much uneasiness ; desired her brother to assure Mr. 
Pickle that she was not a voluntary enemy to liis peace ; un tho 
contrary, she wished him all happiness ; though she hoped ho would 
not blame her for consulting l^r own, in avoiding any future expla- 
nation or connection with a jierson wlioso correspondence she found 
herself under a necessit.y to renounce, 'n vain did the new-married 
cou[)lo exhaust tlieir eloquence, in attempting to prove that tho 
reparation which our liero had offered was .adeipiate to the injury 
she had sustained : that in reconciling hersidf to a penitent lover, 
who subscribed to lier own terms of submission, her honour would 
bo acquitted by tHo most scriqmlous and sevei o judges <?f decorum ; 
and that her inflexibility would be justly ascribed to the pride and 
insensibility of her heart. She turned a deaf ear to all their argu- 
ments, exhortations, and entreaties, and threatened to leave the 
house imincdiately, if they would not promisepto drop that subject 
of discourse, * 
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Godfreys very much chagrined at the bad success of his endea- 
vours, reburnod to his friend, and made as favourable a report of the 
affair as the nature of his conversation with Emilia would permit ; 
but as he could not avoid mentioning her resolution in tho close. 
Peregrine was obliged to urink again the bitter draught of disaj)- 
pointinont, which put his passions into such a state of agitation, as 
produced a short ecstasy of despair, in which he acted a^thousand 
extravagances. This paroxysm, however, soon subsided into a settled 
reserve of gloomy resentment, wliich he in secret indulged, detaching 
himself as soon as possible from the company of the soldier, on pre- 
tence of retiring to rest. 

Wliilo he lay ruminating upon tho circumstances of his present 
situation, his friend Pipes, who knew the cause of his anxiety, and 
firmly Indieved that Emilia loved his master in her heart, howsoever 
she might attempt to disguise her sentiiiients ; J say, Thomas was 
taken with a conceit which he thought would set everything to 
rights, and therefore put it in execution without c^^urtlier delay. 
Laying aside his hat, he ran directly to the house of Sophy's father, 
and atl'octing an air of surprise and consternation, to which he had 
never before been subject, thundered at the door with such an 
alarming knock, as in a moinont brought the whole family into tho 
hall. When he was admitted, he began to gapo, stare, and pant at 
the same time, and made no reply, when (i{)dfrey asked what was 
the matter, till Mrs. Gauntlet expressed her apprehensions about his 
master. Wlion Pickle’s namo was mentioned, liQ seemed to make an 
effort to speak, and in a bollovving tone pronounced, “Brought him- 
self up, split iny topsails ! ” So saying, he poiiited to his own neck, 
and ivjso upon his ti[)toes, by way of explaining tho meaning of his 
words. t 

Godfrey, without staying to ask another questu)n, rushed out, 
and flew towards tho inn with tlie utmost horror and concern ; 
while Sopliy, who did not rightly understand tho language of the 
messenger, addressing herself to him a second time, said, with 
great earnestness, “ L hope no accident has ha])poned to Mr. 
Pickle I ” — “No accident at all," replied Tom; “he has only 
hanged himself for love ! " These words had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when Emilia, who st/>od listening at the parlour- 
door, shrieked aloud, and dropped down senseless upon the floor ; 
while her sister, who was * almost equally shocked at the intelli- 
gence, had recourse to tlio assistance of her maid, by whom she 
was fliij)ported from falling. Pipes, hearing Emily's voice, con- 
gnitulated himself upon the success of his stratagem. He sprang to 
her assistance, and, lifting her up into an easy chair, stood by her 
until ho saw her recover from her swoon, and hekrd her call upon 
his master’s name with all the frenzy of despairing love. Then 
he bent his course back to the inn, overjoyed at tho oppor- 
tunity of fuelling Peregrine what a confession he had extorted 
from his mistress, asid extremely vain of this proof of his owi> 
sagacity. ‘‘ , 

In the moan time, Godfrey, arriving at tlve house in which be 
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supposed this fatal catastrophe had happened, ran upstairs to Pere- 
grine’s chamber, without staying to make any inquiry below ; and, 
hading the door locked, burst it open with one stroke of his foot. 
But what was his aniazeineut, when, -upon entrance, our hero, 
starting up from tlio bed, saluted him with a boisterous exclama- 
tion of “ Zounds ! who’s there ? ” He was struck dumb with 
astonishrileiit, which also riveted him to the place where he stood, 
scarce crediting the testimony of his own senses, till Peregrine, 
with an air of discontent, which demoted him displcfised with his 
intrusion, dispelled his apprehension by a second address, saying, 
“I see yoii consider mo as a friend, by your using mo without 
ooremony.*’ The soldier, thus convinced of the falsehood of the 
iiiformatitm he had received, began to imagino that Pickle had 
projected the plan which was executed by his servant ; and, look- 
ing upem it as a piece of unjnMiliable liiicsse, which might bo 
attended with very melancholy consequences to his sister or wife, 
ho answered, •in a supercilious tone, that Mr. Pickle must blame 
himself bn* tlic interruption of his repose, which was entirely owing 
to the sorry jest he had set on foot. 

Pickle, who w’aa the child of passion, and more than half mad 
with impatience before this visit, hearing himself treated in such 
a cavalier luaiiner, advanced close up to Godfrey’s breast ; and, 
assuming astern, or rather frantic countenance, “ li.ark yo, sir,” 
said he, “you are mistaken if you think I jest; I am in down- 
right earnest, I assure you.” Gauntlet, who was nob a man to bo 
browbeaten, seeing himself thus bearded by a povRon of whoso 
conduct ho had, he thought, reason to complain, put on his military 
look of defiance, and, erecting hi.s chest, replied with an exalted 
voice, “ Mr. Pickle, whether you w^ere in jest or earnest, you must 
give me leave to tell you, that ^hc scheme was childish, unseason- 
able, and unkind, not to give it a harsher tonii.” — “ Death, sir !” 
cried our adventurer, “you tritle \nth my discpiict ; if there is 
any meaning in your iiiainuation, explain yourself, and then I 
shall know what answer it will befit me to give.”- -“I came with 
very ditferenb sentiments,” resumed the soldier j “but wince you 
urge me to expostulation, and behave with such unprovoked lofti- 
ness of displeasure, I will, vithout circumlocution, tax you with 
having committed an outrage upon the peace of my family, in 
sending your fellow to alarm us with such an abrupt account of 
your having done violence upon yourself.” Peregrine, confounded 
at this imputation, stood silent, with a most savage aspect of surprise, 
eager to know the circumstance to which his accuser alluded, and 
incensed to find it beyond the sphere of his comprehension. 

While these t^o irritated friends stood fronting each other with 
mutual indignation in their eyes and attitudes, they were joined 
by Pipes, who, without taking the least notice of the situation in 
which he found them, told his master, that he might ^np with the 
top-gallant masts of his heart, and out with hi^ rejoicing •-pendants ; 
for "as to' Mrs. Emily, ho *liad clapped her helm a- weather, the. 
vessel wore, and no^w she was upon the other tack, standing right 
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into the harbour of hia f^ood-will. Peregrine, who was not yet a 
connoisseur in the terms of his lacqney, coniiuancled him, upon pain 
of his displeasure, to be more explicit in his intelligenco ; and, by 
dint of divers questions, , obtained a perfect knowledge of the 
Bchemo which ho had putr'iii execution for his service. This infor- 
mation perplexed him not a little : he would have chastised, his 
servant iq)on the spot for his temerity, had ho not plainly ‘perceived 
that the fellow’s intention was to promote his case and satisfaction ; 
and, on tlie otlier hand, he know not how to acquit himself of the 
suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of his being tlic projector 
of the i)lan, without condescending to an explanation, which his 
present disposition could not brook. After some pauso, however, 
turning to Pipes with a severe frown, “ Rascal ! ” said he, “this is 
the second time T liavc suffered in the opinion of that lady by your 
ignorance and presumption : if ever you intermeddle in my afl'airs 
for the future, witliout express order and directi/m, by all that's 
sacred, I will pub you to doatli without mercy ! Aw.ay, and let iny 
horse bo saddled this instant.” 

Pipes having withdrawn in order to perform this piece of duty, 
our young gentleman, addressing himself again to the soldier, and 
laying his hand upon liis breast, said, with a sr)lomnity of regard, 
“Cajitaiii Gauntlet, iqion my honour I am altogellier innocent of 
that sliallow device which you imimte to my invention ; and I don’t 
think you do justice either to my intellects or honour, in supposing 
ino Ccapahle of such insolent absurdity. As for your sister, T have 
once ill my life affronted her in the madness and impetiiosiby of 
dc.sire ; but I have made such acknowledgments, and offered such 
atonement, as few womoii of her sphere would have refused ; and, 
before God ! I am determiiicd to endure every torment of disap- 
pointment and despair, rather than prostrate myself again to the 
cruelly of her unju.stifiahle pride.” So saying, he stalked suddenly 
downstairs, and took horse immediately, his spirits being supported 
by resentment, which ])rompted him to vow within himself, tliat 
he would seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia in the possession 
of tlie first willing wench he should meet upon the road. 

While he set out for the garrison with these sentiments, Gauntlet, 
in a su.spenso between anger, shame, g,iid concern, retumed to the 
house of his father-in-law, where he found his sister still violently 
agitated from the news of Peregrine’s death ; the mystery of which 
he forthwith unravelled, recounting at the same time the particulars 
of the conversation which had happened at the inn, and describing 
the demeanour of Pickle with some expressions of asperity, which 
were neither agreeable to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle Sophy, 
who tenderly chid him for allowing Peregrine to depart in terms of 
misunderstanding. 
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CiIAi*. LXXXVII.— Peregrioe seta out for the Qairlson, and meets with a Nympb of the 
Road, whom lie takes into keeping, and uietunAqdioueH into a fine Lady. 

In tlie mean time, our hero jogged along in a profound reverie, 
which wjTb cliahurbcd by a beggar-woman ami her daugliter, wh(j 
solicited him for alma, as he jiaascd them on tlie road. Tho girl 
was about the age of sixteen, and, notwithstanding tho wretched 
equipage in which she ajipeared, exhiljitcd to liis view a sot of 
agreeable features, enlivened wdth tlie eomplt xion <jf health and 
olieerfuliiciSa. Tho rosoluihm 1 liavc already mentioned w^as still 
warm in his imagirnition ; and he looked upon this young mendicant 
as a very proper olq'ect fur the perforniancc of liis vow, Jlc there- 
fore entered into a conference wiih tho mother, ami for a small 
sum of money pTirchased lior property in the wrench, who did not 
require much «)urtship and entreaty before she oonaentod to accom- 
pany him to any ])laco that ho should ajipoint for her habitation. 

This contract being settled to his satisfaction, he ordered I'jpcs 
to scat his acejuisition behind him upon the crupper ; ami, alighting 
at tho first iiublic-liouso wdiich they f uiiid upon the road, he wrote a 
letter to Hatclnvay, desiring him to receive this ]\edgo iiiiiamorata, 
ami direct her to be cleaned and elotliod in a decent manner with all 
expedition, so that she should bo touchable upon his arrival, w’hich, 
fm that account, lie w^:)uld defer for the sjiace of one day. Tliis 
billet, together with the girl, he committed to the charge of l^ipcs, 
after having laid strong injunctions upon him to abstain from all 
attempts upon her cliastity, and oidered him to make (he best of 
l*is way to the garrison, while ho himself crosse d the country to a 
market- town, W'hore he proposed ^o sj)ond the night. 

Tom, Ihu.s cautioned iiroceeded ^ith liis charge, and being 
naturally taciturn, opened not his lips until ho had jierbuiiied the 
best half of his journey. Lut Thomas, notwithstanding Ins irony 
appearance, wa.s in reality composed of llesh and Idood. Ilis desire 
being titillated by tho contact of a buxom %veucb, wliosc right arm 
embraced his middle as ho rode, his thoughts began to mutiny 
against his master, and he fownd it almost impossible to withstand 
the temptation of making love. Nevertheless, he wTcstled with 
these rebellious suggestions with all tko reason that Heaven liad 
enabled him to exert ; and that being totally overcome, his victorious 
passion suddenly broke out in this address : 

“ ’Sblood ! I believe master thinks T lia\’o no more stuff in my 
body than a dried haddock, to turn nio adrift in tho dark wdtli such 
a spanker. D’ye*think he don't, my dear ” To this (piestion his 
fellow:-traveller replied, “S wanker, anau ! ” And the lover resumed 
his suit, saying, “Oons? how you tickle my timber! Something 
shoots from your arm, through my stowage, to the very^oel-sbone. 
Han’t you got quicksilver in your hand V ” — Quick-siliwr ! ” said 
the lady, ** d the silver that has crossed my hand this month ; 
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d’ye think, if I had silver, I shouldn’t buy me a smock ?’ — “ Ad* 
Books ! you baggage,” cried the lover, you shouldn’t want .a smpck 
nor a petticoat neither, if you could have a kindness for a true- 
hearted sailor, as sound and strong as a nine-inch cable, that 
would keep all clear above board, and everything snug under the 
hatches.”-- Curse your gum,” said the charmer : “ what’s your gay 
balls and your hatchets to me 1 ” — “ D<i but let us bring-to a little,” 
answere<l the woor, whose appetite was by this time wh(Jtted to a 
most ravenous degree, “ and Til teach you to box the compass, my 

dear. Ah ! you strapper, what a jolly b you are ! ” — - ‘ B ! ” 

exclaimed this modern diilcinca, incensed at the opprobrious term, 

“such a b as your mother, you dog ! D you, I’ve a good 

mind to box your jaws instead of your comepiss. I’ll let- you know 
as how I am meat for your master, you saucy blackguard. You 
are worse than a dog, you old ilinty-faced, hea-bittou scrub : a dog 
wears his own coat, but you wear your master’s.” 

Such a torrent of disgraceful epithets from a pevson who had no 
clothes at all, converted the gallant's love into cfeoler, and ho 
threatened to dismount and bind her to a tree, when she should 
have a taste of his cat-o’-nine-tails athwart her quarters ; but in- 
stead of being intimidated by his menaces, she set him at delianeo, 
and held fortli with such a flow of ehxiuenec, as would have entitled 
her to a considerable share of repiitatum, even among the n^^iiqihs 
of Billingsgate; for (his young lady, over and above a natural 
genius for altercation, had her talents cultivated among the vene- 
rable society of weoders, ])odders, and hoppers, with whom she had 
associated from h(ir tencler years. No wonder, then, that she soon 
obtained a complete victory over Ihpcs, w'^hu, iis the reader may 
have observed, was very little addicted to the exercise of Bj)Oech : 
indeed, ho was utterly disconcerted by her volubility of tongue • 
and, being altogether unfurnished with answers to the distinct 
periods of her discourse, very wisely chose to save himself the ex- 
pense of breath and arguineiffc, by giving her a full swing of cable, 
so that she miglit bring herself up ; while he rude onwards in silent 
composure, v/ithout hiking any more notice of his fair fellow- 
traveller than if she had been his master’s cloak-bag. 

In spite of all the despatch he could make, it was late before he 
arrived at the garrison, where he delivered the letter and the lady 
to the lieiitoiuint, who no sooner understood the intention of his 
friend, than he ordered all the tuba in the house to be carried iiilo 
the hall and tiLled with w;iter. Tom, having provided himself with 
swabs and liiuslies, diveatod the fair stranger of her variegated 
drapery, which was iminediately committed to the flames, and 
perfoniicd upon her soft and eleek person the ceremony of scrub- 
bing, as it is practised on board of the king’s ships of war. Yet 
the nymph herself did not submit to this purification without 
repining. She cursed the director, who was upon the spot, with 
many abusive allusions to his wooden leg ; and as for Pipes, the 
operator, she employed her talons so eftbctually upon his face that 
the blood ran over his nose in sundry streams ; and next morning, 
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when those rivulets wore dry, his countenance resembled the rough 
bark of a plum-tree plastered with gum. Nevertheless, he did his 
duty with great perseverance, cut otf her hair close to the scalp, 
handled his brushes with dexterity, apj)lied his swabs of diflerent 
magnitude and texture, as the case required ; find, lastly, rinsed the 
whole body with a dozen pails of cold waiter, discharged upon the 
head. 

These Ablutibns being executed, ho dried her with towels, accom- 
modated her Avith a clean shift, and, acting the part of a valct-de- 
chambre, clotlied her from head to foot in clean, decent apparel which 
had belonged to Mrs. Hatchway ; by which means her appearance 
was alteriicf so much for the better, that when Peregrine arrived 
next day, die could scarce believe his own eyes. Ho was, for that 
reason, extremely avoII pleased with his purchase, and now rosfdvcd 
to indulge a whim which seized him at the very instant of his 
arrival. 

He had, as !• believe the reader Avill roiidily allow, iiuide con- 
siderable progiress in the study of character, from the highest ivink 
to the most humble statitni of life, and found it diversitied in the 
same manner through every degree of subordination and precede ney : 
nay, he moreover observed that the conversation of those who are 
dignified w’itli the appellation of polite company is neither more 
edifying nor entertaining than that which is met with among the lower 
classes of mankind ; and that the only essential diirerciice, in point 
of demeanour, is the form of aii education, which tlie meanest 
capacity can acquire without much study or application. Possessed 
of this notion, he doterminod to take the young meudioant under 
his own tutorage and instruction ; in coiisoipience of wliioh he 
hoped he should, in a few Aveoks, be able tt) produce her in com- 
pany as ail accomplished young Lady of uiicominon wit and an 
excellent understandiiig, ^ 

This extravagant plan he forth witli began to execute Avith great 
eagerness and industry ; and his emlellvours succeeded even beyond 
his expectation. The obstacle, in the surmounting of which he 
found the greatest difficulty, was an inveterate habit of sw(‘aring, 
which had been indulged from her infancy, and confirined by the 
example of those among whom she had lived, flowever, she had 
the rudiments of good sense from nature, which taught her to listen 
to wholesome advice, and was so docile as to comprehend and re- 
tain the lessons which her governor recommended to her attention ; 
insomuch, that ho ventured in a few days to present iier at table 
among a set of country squires, to Avhoin she aa-us introduced fvs 
niece to the lieutenant. In that cajiacity she sat with becoming 
easiness of mien, for she was as devoid of the rnauvaisc hovte as any 
4uohess in the Ijfnd ; bowed very graciously to the coi^pliments of 
the gentlemen ; and though she said little or ruithing, because she 
was previously cautioned on that score, she more tlian once gave 
way to laughter, and her mirth happened to be pretty well 
timed. In a word, she attracted the applause and*^i^dmiration 
of the guests, Avho, after Slio was withdrawn, complimented Mr. 
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Hatchway upon the beauty, breeding, and good humour of his 
kinswoman. 

But what contributed more than any other circumstance to her 
speedy improvement was some small insight into the primer, which 
she had acquired at a day-school during the life of her father, who 
was a day-labourer in the Cf>untry. Upon this foundation did 
Peregrine build a incest elegant superatructurc : he called out choice 
.sentences from Shakspeare, Otway, and Pope, and taught her to 
repeat them with an emphasis and theatrical cadence : ho then 
instructed her in tlio names and epithets of the most celebrated 
jdayers, which ho directed her to pronounce occasionally with an 
air of careless familiarity ; and, i)ercciving that her voice was 
naturally clear, he enriched it with remnants of opera t unes, to bo 
hummed during a jiause in conversation, which is generally sup])licd 
with the circulation of a pinch of kiiuII' J3y means of this cultiva- 
tion she became a wonderful proticient in the polite graces of the 
age ; she with great facility comprehended the scliomo of whist, 
though cribbage was her favourite game, with \t'hich she liad 
amused herself in her vacant hours from her first entrance into the 
profession of hopping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her practice 
and coiico]»tion. 

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the company of her own sex, 
being first of all visited by the parson’s daughter, who could not 
avoid showing that civility to Mr. Hatchway’s niece after she had 
made her public appearance at church. Mrs. Clover, wlio had a 
great share of iieiielration, could not help entei’baiiiing some doubts 
ab(Mit this same relation, whose name she had never heard the 
uncle mention during the whole term of her residence at the gar- 
rison ; but as the young lad^ was treated in that character, she 
would not refuse her acquaintance ; and, after having seen her Uu 
the castle, actually invited Miss Hatchway to her house. In short, 
she made a progress thiough almost all the families in the neigh- 
bourhood, and by dint of her quotations, which, by the bye, were 
not always judiciously used, she passed for a sprightly young lady 
of uncommon learning and taste. 

Peregrine, having in this manner initiated her in the heau monde 
of the c'juiitiy, conducted her to London, where she was'provided 
with private hedgings and a female attendant ; and put her imme- 
diately under the tuition of his valet-de-chambre, who had orders 
to instruct her in dancing afid the French language. He attended 
her to plays and concerts tliree or four times a week ; and when 
our hero thought her sufJicjently accustomed to the sight, of great 
company, he squired her in pensoii to a public assembly, and danced 
with her among all the gay ladies of fashion ; i^ot but that there 
was still an evident air of rusticity and awkwardness in her demea- 
nour, which was interpreted into an agreeaVilo wildness of spirit 
superior to the forms of common breeding. Ho afterwards found 
me/ins to make her acquainted with some distinguished patterns of 
her own s^, by whofii she was admitte^i^l into the most elegant par- 
ties, and continued to make good her 'pretensions to gentUity with 
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great circumispection. But one evening, being at cards with a cer- 
tain lady, whom she detected in the vci’y fact of unfair conveyance, 
she taxed her roundly with the fraud, and brought upon herself 
such a torrent of sarcastic reproof as overbore all her maxima of 
caution, and burst open the floodgates ol* her own natural repartee, 

twanged off with the ai)pellatio*i of b — ^ — and w , which sho 

repeated with •great vehemence, in an attitude of manual defiance, 
to the terror of her antagonist, and the astonishment of all present ; 
nay, to such an unguarded x>itch was sho provoked, that, starting 
up, she siia])\)ed her fingers in testimony of disdain, and, as sho 
quitted the’rotun, applied her hand to tliat part wliich was the last 
of her tliai. disapi)cared, inviting the company to kiss it by one of 
its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this ‘ oversight in her 
bcliavioiir, which, by the dem.jii of iuteDigence, W'as in a moment 
conveyed to all. the private companies in town; so that she was 
absolutely extended from all polite communication, and l^oregrine, 
fur the present, disgraced among tint modest part of his fi^malo 
!ic(|uaintanc(i, many of whom not only forbade him their houses, on 
account of tlie inqiudont insult he had committed upon their honour, 
as well as understanding, in [lalming a common trull ui)on them as 
a young lady of birth and education ; but also aspersed his family, 
by afiirniing that slie was actually his own cousin-german, whom 
he had preci[)itaboly raised from the most abject state of humility 
and contempt. In revenge for this calumny, our young gentleman 
explained the wlioJo mystery of her ])romoiion, together wdth tho 
motives that induced him to bring her into the fasJiionable world ; 
and repeated among his comp.iiiions tho extravagant encomiums 
yliicli had been l)cstowod upon lier by the most discerning matrons 
of the ago. 

Meaiiwliile, the infanta Iierseft, being rebuked by her benefactor 
for this instance of misbehaviour, ifL'ornisod faithfully to keep a 
stricter guard for the future over her conduct, and applied herself 
with great assiduity to her studios, in wliich she ww assisted by 
tho Swiss, who gradually lost the frccdum of Ins heart, while sho 
was profiting by his instruction. In other w ords, she made a con- 
quest of her preceptor, who, yielding to the instigations of the flesh, 
chose a proper opportunity to declare Ins iiassiun, which was iiower- 
fully recommended by his personal quali^fi cations ; and his intention.s 
being honourable, sho listened to his proposals of e.spousiiig her in 
private. In consequence of this agreement, they made an elope- 
ment together ; and, being l^juckled at the Fleet, consummated their 
nuptials in private lodgings, by the Seven Dials, from w-hich tho 
husband nexfmoi'niiig sent a letter to our Iicro, begging forgiveness 
for tho clandestine stop ho had taken, which ho solemnly protested 
was not owing to any abatement in his inviolable regard for his 
master, whom ho should always honour and esteem to his latest 
breath, but entirely to the irresistible charms f)i the ydlyig lady, to 
whom ho was now so happy as to be joined in the silken bonds of 
marriage. ^ 

• 2 a 
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Peregrino, though at first offended at his valet’s presumption, 
was, upon second thoughts, reconciled to the event, by which he 
was delivered from an encumbrance ; for by this time he had per- 
formed his frolic, and began to be tired of his acquisition. Ho 
reflected on the former -fidelity of the Swiss, which had been 
manifested in a long course of aovvico and attachment ; and, 
thinking it would bo cruelly severe to abandon him to poverty and 
distress for one venial trespass, he resolved to pardon what ho had 
done, and enable him, in somo shape, to provide for the family 
which ho had entailed upon himself. 

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable finswer to the 
delinquent, desiring to see him as soon as his passion should permit 
him to leave the arms of his spouse, for an hour or two ; and 
Hadgi, in obedience to this intimation, repaired immediately to 
the lodgings of his master, before whom he appeared with a most 
penitential aspect. Peregrine, though he could scarce help laughing 
at his rueful length of face, reprimanded him sliarply for his dis- 
respect and ingratitude in taking that by stealth which he might 
have had for asking. The culprit assured him, tliat, next to the 
vengeance of Ood, his master’s displeasure was that which, of all 
evils, ho dreaded to incur ; but that love had distracted his brain 
in such a niannor, as to banish every other consideration but that 
of gratifying his desire ; and he owned, that he should not have 
been able to preserve his fidelity and duty to his own father, had 
they interfered with the interest of his passion. He then appealed 
to his master’s own heart for the remission of Iris guilt, alluding to 
certain circumstances of our hero’s conduct, which evinced the 
desperate effects of love. In short, he made such an apology as 
extorted a smile from his offended judge, who not only forgave 
his transgression, but also promised to put liim in some fair way oi 
earning a comfortable subsistence. ^ 

The Swiss was so iioicli albictcd with this instance of generosity, 
that he fell upon liis knees, and kissed ins hand, praying to Heaven, 
with great fervour, to make him worthy of such goodness and con- 
descension. llis scheme, he said, was open a coftee-house and 
tavern in some creditable ])art of tlio town, in hopes of being 
favoured with the custom of a numerous ;ict|uaintance he had made 
among upper servants and reputable fradesmen, not doubting that 
his wife would bo an ornament to his bar, and a careful maunder 
of llis affairs. Peregrine alljiroved of iho plan, towards the exe- 
cution of which he made him inid his wife a present of five 
hundred pounds, together with a promise of erecting a weekly 
club among his friends for the reputation and advantage of the 
house. 

Hadgi wail so transported with his good fortune, that he ran to 
Pipes, who was in the room, and having hugged him with great 
cordiality, and made his obedience to his master, hied him homo to 
his bride, to* communicate his happiness, cutting capers, and talking 
to himself ^11 the way. 
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CiiAi*. LXXXVIII,— He Is visited by Pallet-Contracts an Intimacy with a Newmarket 
Kobleman— And is by the Knowin^-ones taken in. 

This affair being settled, and our adventurer, for the present, free 
of all female qjmnections, he returned to his former course of fast 
living among the bucks of the town, and performed innumerable 

exploits among w s, bullies, rooks, constables, and justices of 

the peace. In the midst of these occupations, he was one morning 
visited by jiis old fellow-traveller Pallet, whose appearance gave 
him equal surjjriso and concern, Though the weather was scvei’e, 
ho was clothed in the thin summer-dress whicli he had worn at 
l^tris, and was now not only tlireatlbare, but in some parts actually 
patched ; his stockings, by a riq»oliti(m of that practice known 
among economists by the berm of coaxing, hung like pudding-bags 
about his ankles* his shirt, tliough now washed, was of the saffron 
hue, and in divers places appeared through the crannies of his 
breeches ; he had exchanged his own hair for a snioke-drit.il tie- 
periwig, which all the flour in his dredging -box had not been able 
to wdiiten ; bis eyt's were sunk, his jaws lengthened beyond llicir 
usual extension, and he seemed twenty years older than he looked 
when he and our hero parted at Ktitterdam. In sjiite of all these 
evidences of decay, ho accosted him with a meagre affectation of 
content and good humour, struggled piteously to appear gay and 
unconcerned, professed Jiis joy at seeing him in England, excused 
himself for having dedayed so long to come and present his respects ; 
alleging, that, since his return, he had been a more slave to the 
satisfaction of some persons of <iuality and taste, who liad insisted 
^ipon his finishing some pieces with the utmost expedition. 

Peregrine received him with 4ihat compassion and cornpkisance 
which was naturjd to his disposition ;*in(piired about the health of 
Mrs. Pallet and his family, and asked if his friend the doctor was 
in town. The painter seemed to have resumed his resentment 
against that gentleman, of whom he spoke in contemptuous terms. 
“The doctor,^' said ho, “is so much overshiidowed with pre- 
sumption and self-conceit, that his merit has no relief. It docs 
not rise. There is no keeping in the ])icture, my dear sir : all tlio 
same as if I were to represent the moon under a cloud ; there will 
be nothing but a deep mass of shadej^ wdlh a little tiny speck of 
light in the middle, which w'ould only serve to make, as it were, the 
darkness visible. You understand me. Had ho taken my advice, 
it might have boon better for him ; but he’s bigoted to his own 
opinion. You mpst know, Mr. Pickle, upon our return to England, 
I counselled him to comiiose a little, smart, clever ode upon my 
Cleojiatra : as Gad shall judge me, I thought it would liave been 
of some service, in helping him out of obscurity ; for you know, as 
Sir Richard observes, • 

' Soon will (hat winch adds thy fame to mine i 

fjrCt me then live, join’d to a work of thine.' 
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“ By the bye, there is a most picturesque contrast in these lines, 
of thy and mo, living and dying, and thine and mine. Ah ! a pizo 
upon it ! Dick, after all, was the man. Ecod ! he rounded it off. 
But to return to this unhappy young man ; would you believe it ? 
he tossed up liis nose at fny friendly proposal, and gabbled some- 
thing in Greek, which is not w'orth repeating. 'J he case was this, 
iny (tear sir, he was out of humour at the neglect of4.1ie world ; ho 
tliouglit tlio poets of the age were jealous of his genius, and strove 
to crush it accordingly, while the rest of mankind wanted taste 
Bufiicient to discern it. For my own i)avt, 1 profess myself one of 
these ; and, as the clown in Billy Shakspeare says of tiro courtier’s 
oath, had T sworn by the doctor’s genius that the pancakes were 
naught, they might have been for all that vciy good, yet should 
not I have been forsworn. Let that be as it will, he retired from 
town in great dudgeon, and set ui> his rest near a hill in Derby- 
shire, with two tops, resembling l^irnassus, and a well at the 
bottom, which he had christened Uyp-o’-the-Green. ^ Egad ! if ho 
stays in that liabitation, ’tis my opinion he’ll soon grow green with 
the hip indeed. He’ll bo glad of an opportunity to return to the 
flesh-pots of Egyi)b, and pay his court to the slighted Queen Cleo- 
patra. Ha ! well reinomborcd : by this light, you shall know, my 
good si]‘, that this same Egyi)tiau princess has been courted by so 
many gallants of taste, that, as J hope to live, 1 found myself in 
some sort of dilemma, because in parting with her to one 1 should 
have disobliged all his rivals. Now a man would not choose to give 
ofTcuce to his friends ; at least I lay it down as a maxim to avoid 
the smallest appearance of ingratitude. Perhaps 1 may be in the 
wrong ; but every man has his way. For this reason, 1 proposed 
to all the candidates that a lottery or rafUe should bo set on foot^ 
by which every individual would have an eipial chance for her 
good graces, and tlio prize be left l?o the decision of fortune. The 
scheme was mightily relished p and the terms being such a trifle as 
half a guinea, the svholo town crowded into my house, in order to 
subscribe. Jhit there I was their humble servant. ‘ Gentlemen, you 
must have a little patience till my own particular friends are served. 
Among that number 1 do myself the honour to consider Mr. Pickle. 
Here is a cojiy of the proposals ; and if the list should bo adorned 
with his name, I hope, iiobwitlistandiAg his merited success among 
the young ladies, he will for once bo sliunned by that little vixen 
called Miss Fortune ; he, he',' he ! ” 

So saying, lie bowed with a thousand apish comj^s, and pre- 
sented his paper to Peregrine, who, seeing the number of sub- 
scribers W'as limited to one liundred, said he thought him too 
moderate in his expectations, as he did not douhh thkt his picture 
would be a dicap purchase at live hundred instead of fifty pounds, 
at which the price was fixed. To this unexpected remark Pallet 
answered, that among the connoisseurs he would not pretend to 
appraise his*picture ; but that in valuing his works he was obliged 
to have axt eye to tile Gothic ignorance of the ago in which he 
lived. Our adventurer saw at once into the jiature of this raffle, 
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which was no other than a begging shift to dispose of a paltry 
piece that he could not otherwise have sold for twenty shillings. 
However, far from shocking the poor man in distress by dropping 
the least hint of his conjecture, he desired to bo favoured with six 
chances, if the circumstances of his pRin would indulge him so 
far ; and tlie painter, after some hesitfition, condescended to comply 
with his^reciu^st, out of pure friendship and veneration ; though 
he observed, that in so doing he must exclude some of his most 
intimate companions. Having received the money, he gave Bicklo 
his address, desiring ho would, vvith his convenience, visit the 
princess, who, ho was sure, would display her most engaging 
attraction^ in order to captivate his fancy ; and took his leave, 
extremely well pleased with the aiicccsa of his ap])lication. 

Though Peregrine was tempted with the curiosity of seeing this 
portrait, which he imagined must contain so}no analogy to the 
ridicidous oddit;;^ of the painter, ho would not exi)os<i inmself to 
the disagreeable alternative of applauding tlie performance con- 
trary to the (fictates of conscience and common siai.sc, or of con- 
demning it, to the unsj)oakablo mortilicnlioti of tin 5 miserable 
author ; and therefore never dreamt of ictnniing the painter’s 
visit ; iior did he ever hear of tho lottery’s being drawn. About 
tills time ho Avas invited to 8 ))(uid a few Avoeks at the country-seat 
of a certain nobleman, Avdth Avhom h(^ had contracted an acquaint- 
ance in the coarse of his debauches, Avhich avo have already de- 
scribed. TTis lordship being remarkable for his skill and success 
in horse-racing, his house Avas continually filled with the connois- 
seurs and admirers of that sport, upon which the Avhole conver- 
saiioii turned ; insomuch tliat Peregrine gradually imbibed some 
knowledge in horso-llosli and the diversions of the course ; for 
file Avholo occupation of the day, exclusive of eating and drinking, 
consisted in viewing, managing, and exercising his lordship’s 
stud, • 

Our hero looked upon these amusements with an eye of taste as 
well as curiosity ; he contemplated the animal as a beautiful and 
elegant part of the creation, and relished the surprising exertion 
of its speed with a refined and classical delight. In a little timo 
ho became personally acquainted Avith every horse in the stable, 
and interested himself in tITc reputation of each ; while lie also 
gratified his a])petite for knowledge, in observing the methods of 
I>reparing their bodies, and training thdm to the race. His land- 
lord saw and encouraged his e;igerncss, from which ho promised 
himself some advantage ; he formed several private matches for 
his entertainment, and flattered his discernment, by permitting 
him to bo successful in the first bets ho made. Thus was he 
artfully decoyed into a spirit of keenness and adventure, and 
disposed to depend upon his OAvn judgment, in opposition to that 
of people who had made liorse- racing the solo study of their lives. 
Ho accompanied my lord to NeAvmarket ; apd, enterf^ at once 
into the genius of the place^ was marked as fair game liy all the 
knowing-onos there jissembled, many of Avhovn found means to 



470 


PEREGRUSTE PICKLE. 


take him in, in spite of all the cautions and admonitions of his 
lordship, who wanted to reserve him for his own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, let him be never so fearful 
or phlegmatic, to bo an unconcerned spectator in this busy scene. 
The demon of play hovt^rs in the air like a pestilential vapour, 
tainting the minds of all present with infallible infection, which 
communicates from one person to another, like tli4^ cir(julation of 
a general panic. Peregrine was seized with this epidemic dis- 
temper to a violent degree ; and, after having lost a few loose hun- 
dreds in liis progress through the various rookeries of the idace, 
entered into partnership with his noble friend in a grand match, 
upon the issue of which he ventured no less than thre^ thousand 
pounds. Indeed, he would not have risked such a considerable 
sum, had not his own confidence been reinforced by the opinion 
and concurrence of his lordship, who hazarded an equal bet upon 
the same event. These two associates engaged themselves, in tho 
penalty of six thousand pounds, to run one chaise' and four against 
another, three times round the course ; and our Adventurer had 
the s.itiflfaotion of seeing his antagonist distanced in the first and 
second heats ; but, all of a sudden, one of the horses of his machino 
was knocked up, by which accident the victory was ravished almost 
from his very grasp, and he was obliged to endure the damage and 
the scorn. 

lie was deeply affected with this misfc'rtune, winch he imputed 
to his own extravagance and temerity, but discovered no external 
signs of affliction, because his illustrious partner bore his loss 
with tho moat philosophic resignation, consoling himself, as well 
as Pickle, with the hope of making it up on some other occasion. 
Nevertheless, our young goutloman could not help admiring, and 
even envying, his equanimity, not knowing that his lordship ha'd 
managed matters so as to be a gainer by the misfortune ; which 
to retrieve, Peregrine inu’chjxrod several horses, at the recommenda- 
tion of his friend, and, instead of returning to London, made a 
tour with him lo all tho celebrated races in England, at which, 
after several vicissitudes of fortune, he made shift, before the end 
of the season, to treble his loss. But his hopes seemed to increase 
with his ill luck. In the beginning of winter, he came to town, 
fully persuaded that fortune must Iiecessarily change, and that 
next season he should reap the happy fruits of his experience. In 
this confidence he seemed* to drown all ideas of prudence and 
economy. His former expense was mere parsimony, compared 
with that which he now incurred : he subscribed to tho opera, and 
half a dozen concerts at different parts of tho town, was a bene- 
factor to several hospitals, purchased a collection of valuable 
pictures, took a house and furnished it in a most magnificent 
taste, laid in a largo stock of French wines, and gave extravagant 
entertainments to his quality -friends, who in return loaded him 
with comjjiments, and insisted upon his making use of their 
interest afid good-will. 
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Cirn*. LXXXIX.— He is taken Into the Protection of ft great Man— Seta up for 
j\Ionib(T of I’lirliament— Is (lisup]iointed in his* Expectation, and finds hlinseif 
oyrrgiously outwitted. 

Among I^Jicse ’Virofijsaetl patrons, the greatest part of whom Pere- 
grine saw through, there was one groat personage who seemed to 
Bup[/>rt with dignity the sphere in which hn'tuno had placed him. 
His behaviour to I'icklo was not a scuica of grinning com})laisance, 
in a flat repetition of general expressions of fricmlshii) and regard. 
He demeftticd himself with a seemingly honest roseiTC in point 
of profession ; his advances to Peregrine appeared to be the result 
of deliberation and oxperhneiit ; ho chid the young gentloniau for 
his extravagance witli the authority of a parent and the sincerity 
of a fast friend?; and having, by gradual impiiries, made himself 
acquainted Avath the state of liis private allairs, condemned his 
conduct ,with aii air of candour and concern. He re]iresented to 
him the folly and dangerous conse<[iience3 of the profligate life in 
which ho had plunged himself ; counselled him with great warmth 
to sell olf his race-liorses, wdiich would otherwise insensibly eat 
him up ; to retrencli all superfluous expense, which would only 
Borvo to expose liim to the ridicule and ingratitude of those who 
wmvo benefited by it ; to lay out his money upon secure mortgages, 
at good interest; and carry into cxocnlion his former design of 
standing caiididalo for a borough at the ensuing election for a new 
parliament, in which ,caso this nobleman promised to assist him 
with his iiitiuenco and advice ; assuring him, tliat if ho could once 
^irocurc a seat in the house, ho might look upon his fortune as 
already made. ^ 

Our adventurer perceived tho wisdom and sanity of this advice, 
for whicli he made his acknowlodgnienis to his generous monitor, 
protesting that lie would adhere to it in every particular ; and 
immediately set about a reformation. He accordingly took cogni- 
zance of his most minute alVairs ; and, after an exact scrutiny, 
gave his patron to understand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his 
fortune was reduced to fourW3cii thousand three hundred and thirty 
pounds, in Bank and Houth-sea annuities, over and above the gar- 
lison and its appendages, wliich he reckoned at sixty pounds 
a year : ho therefore desired, that as his lordship liad been so kind 
as to favour him with his friendship and advice, he w^ould extend 
his generosity still farther, by putting him in a way of making the 
most advantage of his money. My lord said, that for his own part 
he did not cho&so to meddle in money matters ; that Mr. Pickle 
would find abundance of people ready to borroiv it upon land-security, 
but that he ought to be extremely cautious in a tr.insactioii of such 
conse(]uence ; promising, at the same time, to emj^oy his own 
steward in seeking out a mortgager to whem it might bo safely 
lent. • 
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This agent wixs accordingly set at work, and for a few days made 
a fruitless inquiry ; so that the young gentleman was obliged to 
have recourse to his own intelligence, by which he got notice of 
several people of reputed credit, who offered him mortgages for 
the whole sum ; but when he made a report (>f the particulars to 
his noble friend, his lordship started such doubts and objections 
relating to each, that he was deterred from entering into any 
engage incuts with the proposers ; congratulating hhnselt, in the 
mean time, on his good fortune, in being favoured with the advice 
and direction of such a sage counsellor. Nevertheless, ho began 
to be impatient, after having unsuccessfully c»)nsulted all the 
money -brokers and conveyancers about town, and resolved to try 
the expedient of a public advertisement ; but he was persuaded by. 
my lord to postpone that exporiment until every other inctliod 
should have failed, because it would attract the attention of all the 
pettifoggers in London, who, though tlioy might not be able to 
over- reach, would infallibly harass and tease liiii out of all 
traiK^uillity. 

It was on the back of this conversation that Peregrine, cliaucing 
to meet the stew’ard near his lord’s house, stopped him in the street 
to give him an account of his bad luck ; at which the other ex- 
pressed some concern, and, rubbing his chin wi4i his hand in a 
musing posture, told Pickle there was a thought just come into his 
head, pointing out one way of doing his business elfectually. The 
youth, upon this intimation, begged he w’ould accompany him to 
the next coffee-house ; in which, having chosen a private situation, 
this grave manager gave him to understand, tliat a part of my 
lord’s estate was mortgaged, in comscq nonce of a debt contracted 
by his grandfather, for provision to the younger children of the 
family ; and that the equity of redemption would bo foreclosed in 
few months, unless the burthen could bo discharged. “ My lord,” 
said he, “has always lived in a splendid manner, and, notwith- 
standing his ample foriune, tdijcther with the profits accruing from 
the posts he enjoys, ho saves so little money, that, upon this occa- 
sion, I know he will be obliged to Inirrow ten thousand pounds to 
make up the sum that is requisite to redeem the mortgage. Now, 
certain I Min, that when his design comes to bo known, he will be 
solicited on all hands by people desirous of lending money upon 
such undoubted security ; and ’tis odds but he has already pro- 
mised the preference to soufe particular ac(|uaiutaiice. However, 
as I know he has your interest very much at heart, I will, if you 
jdeaso, sound his lordship upon the subject, and in a day or two 
give you notice of my success.” 

Peregrine, ravished wdth the prospect of settling this affair so 
much to his ^satisfaction, thanked the slewvird for liis fi iendly hint 
and undertaking, which he assured him should be acknowledged 
by a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided the business could 
be brought to bear ; and next day he was visited by this kind 
manager, with the happy news of his lordship’s having consented 
to borrow ten thousand pounds of his stock, upon mortgage, at the 
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interest of five per cent. This information ho received as an 
instance of the singular esteem of his noble patron ; and the papers 
being immediately drawn and executed, the money was deposited 
in the hands of the mortgager, who, in the hearing of the lender, 
laid strong injunctions on liis steward to jiay the interest punctually 
at quarter-day. 

The best part of our hero’s fortune being tlius happily deposited, 
and the aj^ent ^ratitiod with a present of iifty jueces, lie began to 
put his retrenching sclicine into execution : all his servants. Pipes 
excepted, were discharged ; his chariot and running horses dis- 
posed of ; his housekeeping broken up, and bis furniture sold by 
auction : nay, the heat of his disposition was as remarkable in this 
as any othtr transaction of his life ; for eveiy step of his saving 
Iiroject was taken with such eagerness, and even jn’oeipitation, 
that most of his companions thought he was either ruined or mad. 
But he answered all their eocpostulations Avith a string of prudent 
apophthegms, such as, “The shortest follies are the best ; ” “Better 
to retrench up(m conviction than compulsion ; ” and divers otluir wise 
maxims, seemingly the result of experience and philoBOjihic rellc'rion. 
To such a degree of enthusiasm did present economy prevail, that ho 
was actually seized with the desire of amassing ; and as he every 
day received proiiosals from tliosc bickers whom he had employed, 
about the disposal of his cash, he at length voiiLured fifteen hun- 
dred pounds ii])on bottomry, being tempted by the excessive 
lu'einium. 

But it must be observed, for the honour of our adventurer, that 
this reformation did not at all inteifero with the go(*d qualities of 
his heart : he was still as friendly and benevolent as ever, though 
his liberality was more .subject to the restraint of reason ; and ho 
might have justly jdeaded, in vindication of his generosity, that 
ho retrenched the superlluitios ii# his own w.ay of living, in order 
to preserve the jiowor of assisting his follow-creatures in distress. 
Numberless were the objects to which he extended his charity in 
private. Indeed, he exerted this virtue in secret, not only on 
accc)unt of avoiding the charge of ostentatifin, but also because he 
was ashamed of being detected in such an awkward, uiifusliionablo 
practice by the censorious observers of this humane generation. In 
this particular ho seemed to •onfound the ideas of virtue and vice ; 
for he did good as other people do evil, by stealth ; and was so 
capricious in of behaviour, that frequently, in public, ho 

wagged his tongue in satirical animadversions upon that poverty, 
which his hand had, in private, relieved. Yet, far from shunning 
the acquaintance, or discouraging the solicitation of those, who, he 
thought, wanted his assistance, he Avas ahvays accessible, open, 
and complacent to*them, even Avlicn the haughtiness of liis temper 
kept his superiors at a distance ; and often saved a modest man 
the anguish and confusion of declaring himself, by iionetrating 
into his necessity, and anticipating his request in a fra^k offer of 
his purse and friendship. Not that he practised this beneficence 
to all the needy of his acquaintance, without distinction ; there is 
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always a sot of idle, i^rofligate fellows, who, having squandered 
away tlieir own fortunes, and comiuered all sense of honour and 
ahame, maintain themselves by borrowing from those who have 
not yet finished the saine career, and want resolution to resist their 
ijuportunatc demands. To these he was always indexible ; though 
he could not absolutely detach himself from their company, because, 
by dint of effrontery, and such of their original connections as they 
have been able to retain, they find admission to all ^aces*of fashion- 
able resort. 

Several unsuccessful attempts bad been made upon his iK>cket by 
beggars of this class. One of the most artful of theni having one 
day joined him in tlio Mall, and made the usual observation on the 

weather, d d all the ftigs of London, and began a llissortation 

on the differeuce of air, preferring that of the country in which ho 
was born to any climate under the sun. AVere you ever in Glou- 
cestershire V ” said ho to Peregrine, who replying in the negative, 
he thus went on ; “1 liavo got a house there, Where 1 should bo 
glad to see you. Let us go down together during the Easter holi- 
days : 1 can promise you good country faro and wholesome exer- 
cise ; for T have ov<3ry thing within myscjlf, and as good a pack of 
fox-hounds as any in the throe kingdoms. J sha'n’t pretend to 
exi)atiato upon the elegance of the house, which, to be sure, is an 
ol(i building ; and tliese, you know, are generally cold, and not 
very convenient. Put, curse the house ! the dirty acres about it 

are the thing ; and a d d fine parcel they tare, to be sure. If 

iny old grandmother was dead — she can’t live another season, for 
she’s turned of fourscore, and qiiito worn out : nay, as for that 
matter, X believe T have got a letter in my pocket, giving an 
account of her being despaired of by the doctors. Let me see — 
No, d it. I left it jit home in the pocket of .another coat.” • 

Pickle, who, from tlie beginning of this harangue, saw its ten- 
dency, seemed to yield the ipost serious attention to what he said ; 
breaking m upon it, every now and then, with the inter iections, 
Hum 1 lia ! the deuce ! and several civil questions, from wmioh the 
other conceived happy omens of success ; till perceiving they had 
advanced as far as the passage into St. James’s, the mischievous 
youth interrupted him .all at once, saying, “I see you ai'O for the 
end of the walk ; this i.s my way.” With these words he took his 
leave of the sannterer, who would li.ave delayed his retrocat, by 
calling to him aloud, that lie had not yet described the situation of 
his castle. But T*eregriuo, without .stopping, answered in the same 
tone, “Another time will do as well;” and in a moment disap- 
peared, leaving the projector very much mortified with his disap- 
pointment ; for his intention was to close the description with a 
demand of twenty jiieccs, to bo repaid out of the first remittance 
he should receive from his estate. 

It would have been well for our hero, had he always acted with 
tho same (circumspection ; but ho had his unguarded moments, in 
which ho*fGll a prey to tho unsuspectipg integnty of his own heart. 
There was a person among the number of his acquaintances, whose 
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Convorsation he particularly relished, because it was frank, agree- 
able, and fraught with many sensible observations upon the craft 
and treachery of mankind. This gentleman liad made a shift to 
disperse a very genteel fortune, though it was spent with taste and 
reputation ; and now he was reduced to*his shifts for the mainte- 
nance of his family, which consisted of a wife and child. Not that 
ho was destitu4c of the necessaries of life, being comfortably sup- 
l)lied by tiie bounty of his friends ; but this w^as a provision not at 
all suited to liis inclination ; and he had endeavoured, by divers 
unsuccessful schemes, to retrieve his fornicr independency. 

Peregrine happeiuKl one evening to bo sitting alone in a coffee- 
house, whpro ho overheard a conversation between this schemer 
and another gentleman touching an affair tliat engaged his atten- 
tion. The stranger had been left trustee for fifteen hundred 
pounds, borjueathed to the other’s daughter by an aunt, and was 
strongly solicited to pay the money to Hio child’s father, who 
assured him, he bad then an opportunity to lay it out in such a 
manner as wdlild greatly conduce in the advantage of his family. 
The trustee reminded him of the nature of his (barge, wliich made 
him accountable for the money, until the charge should have 
attained the age of eighteen ; but at the same iiuio gave him to 
understand, that if he could procure such security as w'ould indem- 
nify him from the consequencos, he would forthwith pay the legacy 
into his liands. To Ibis proposal tho father rei»liod, that it was 
not to bo suppcDscd he would risk tho fortune of liis only child upon 
any idle scheme or precarious issue ; and tlmreforo he thought it 
reasonable, that he should have the use (jf it in the mean time ; 
and that, as to security, he was loath to trouble any of liis friends 
about an affair which might bo compromitiod without their inter- 
position ; observing, that he would m^t look upon Jiis condescension 
as a favour, if obtained by a security, on winch Im could borrow 
the same sum from any usurer in tow». 

After much importunity on one side and evasion on the other, 
the moneyed gentleman told liim, that though ho would not sur- 
render the sum deposited in his hands for tho use of his daughter, 
he would lend him what he sliould have occasion for, in the mean 
time ; and if, upon her being of age, he should bo able to obtain 
her concurrence, the money Should be placed to her account, pro- 
vided ho could find any person of credit who would join with him 
in a bond, for the assurance of the huidcr. This proviso was an 
obstruction which the other wmuld not Iiave been able to surinoiint 
without great difficulty, had not his cause been espoused by our 
hero, who thought it was a jiity a man of honour and understanding 
should suffer in his princijial concerns on such a paltry considera- 
tion. He therefore, presuming on his accpiaintaTicc, interposed in 
the c(^iiversation as a friend, who interested himself in the afiair ; 
and, being fully informed of the particulars, offered liimself as a 
security for the lender. This gentleman, being a stranger to 
Peregrine, was next day nvade acquainted with his fuhds ; and, 
without further scruple, accommodated his friend with one 
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tliousancl pounds, for which he took their bond, payable in six 
months, though he protested that the money should never bo 
demanded until the infant should be of age, unless some accident 
should happen which ho could not then foresee. Pickle believed 
this declaration sincere, b^tcause he could have no interest in dis- 
soniblmg : but what ho chiefly depended upon, for his own security, 
■was the integrity and confidence of the borrower, who assured him, 
that, happen what would, he should be able to stand between him 
and all danger ; the nature of his plan being such, as would infal- 
libly treble the sum in a very few months. 

In a little time after this transaction, writs being issued out for 
electing a new parliament, our adventurer, b}^ the advice of his 
patron, went into the country, in order to canvass for k borough, 
and lined his pockets with a competent share of bank-notes for the 
occasion. But in this project he unfortunately happened to inter- 
fere with the interest ci a great family in the opposition, who, for 
a long series of years, had made members for that' place ; and were 
now so much i.)fFended at the intrusion of our youVig gentleman, 
that they threatened to spend ton thousand pounds in frustrating 
Ills design. This menace was ikj other than an incitement to 
Peregrine, who confided so much in his own intliioiice and address, 
that he verily believed he should bo able to baffle his grace, oven 
in his own territories. By that victory he hoped to establish his 
reputation and interest with tbo minister, who, through the 
recommendation of his noble friend, countenanced his cause, and 
would have been very well pleased to sec one of his greatest enemies 
suft’or such a disgraceful overthrow, which would have, moreover, 
in a groat measure, sliakeii Ins credit with his faction. 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride and ambition, put 
all his talents to tlie test in the execution of this project. Ko 
spared no expense in treating the electors ; but finding himself 
rivalled, in this rosiiect, liy- liis competitor, who was powerfully 
supported, he had recourse to those qualifications in which he 
thought himself superior. He made balls for the ladies, visited 
the matrons of the corporation, adapted himself to their various 
humours with surprising facility, drank with those who loved a 
cherishing cup in jirivatc, made love to the amorous, prayed with 
the religious, gossiped w'ith those AViio dcliglitod in scandal, and 
with great sagacity contrived agreeable presents to them all. This 
was the most cttectual method of engaging such electors^ as were 
under the influence of their wives. As for the rest, ho assailed 
thorn in their own way, setting wdiole hogsheads of boor and wine 
abroach for the benefit of all comers ; and into those sordid hearts 
that liquor would not open, he found means to convey himself by 
the help of a golden key. 

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist was not idle ; his 
age and infirmities would not permit him to enter personally into 
their partias ; but his stewards and adherents bestirred theraselves" 
with great industry and perseveraiicq. The market for votes ran 
BO high, that Pickle’s ready money was exhausted before the day 
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of election ; and he was obliged to write to his patron an account 
of the dilemma to which he was reduced ; entreating him to take 
such speedy measures, as would enable him to finish the business 
which he had so hapjuly begun. This^ nobleman communicated 
the circumstances of the case to the minister, and in a day or tw'o 
our candidate found credit with the receiver-general of the county, 
who lent bini twelve hundred pounds on his personal note, jiayable 
on demand. By means of this new supply, ho managed inatt^ers 
so successfully, that an evident majority of votes w'as secured in 
his interest ; and nothing could have obstructed his election, liad 
not the noble peer who set iii) his coinpelitc)r, in order to avoid the 
shame and •mortification of being foiled in his own borough, oflcred 
to compromise the affair with his honour, b}^ giving up two mem- 
bers ill another place, provided the. opposition should cease m his 
own cor])oration. This pr<.[:; sal \vas grcedly embraced. On the 
eve of the electinn. Peregrine received an intimation from his 
patron, desiring him to quit bis pretension.^, cm pain of bis and the 
minister’s di.spTea.sure ; and promising that bo should be eb eted 
for another place. 

No otlior disappoinimonl in life conltl have given him such 
chagrin as he felt at the receipt of this tantalizing order, by which 
tlie cup of succes.s w'as snatched from his lip, and all the vanity of 
his ambitious liojjo liunibled in the dust. Ifo cursed the whole 
chain of his court coiinoctioiis, inveighed with great animosity 
against the rascally scheme of polities to which he was sacrificed, 
and, in conclusion, swore he would not give up the fruits of his 
own address for the ])leiisurc of any minister upon eaith. This 
laudable resolution, however, was rendorod ineffectual by his friend 
the receiver-general, who \vas bearer of the nie.ssage, and, after 
having in vain endeavoured to persuade him to submission, fairly 
arrested him uiion the spot for tne money ho had advanced ; this 
expedient being performed by virtue W a w rit wdiii h he had been 
advised to take out, in case the young man should prove refractory. 

The reader, wh<;, by tlii.s time, must bo pretty well acfjuaintcd 
with the disposition of our adventurer, may easily conceive how 
he relished this adventure. At first, all the faculties of liis soul 
were swallowed up in astonjjshiiieut and indignation ; and some 
minutes elapsed before his nerves would obey the impulse of bis 
X’agc, which manifested itself in such an application to the temples 
of tlic plaintiff, as laid him sprawling on the floor. This assault, 
which was committed in a tavern, whither he had been purposely 
decoyed, attracted the regal’d of the bailiff and his followers, who, 
to the number of four, rushed upon him at once, in (>rder to over- 
power him ; but •his wrath inspired him with such additional 
strength and agility, that he disengaged himself from them in a 
trice, aCnd, seizing a poker, which was the first weapon that pre- 
sented itself to his hand, exercised it upon their skulls with 
incredible dexterity and execution. The officer himsolfjiwho had 
been the first that presumed' to lay violent hands upon him, felt 
the first effects of his fury, in a blow upon the jaws, in consequence 
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of which he lost three of his teeth, and fell athwart the body of the 
receiver, with which he formed the figure of a St. Andrew’s cross : 
one of his myrmidons, seeing the fate of his chief, would not ven- 
ture to attack the victor in front, but, wheeling to one side, made 
an attempt upon him in "flank, and was received obliquely by our 
hero’s left hand and foot, so masterly disposed to the right side of 
his leg, and the loft side of his nock, that lie bolted head foremost 
into the chimney, whore his chin was encountered by the grate, 
wliicli, in a moment, seared liini to the bone. The rest of tho 
detachment dkl not think proper to maintain the dispute, but, 
evacuating the room with great expedition, locked tho door on the 
outside, and bellowed aloud to tho receiver’s servants, beseeching 
lliom to come to the assistance of their master, who was in danger 
of his life. 

Meanwliilc this gentleman, having recollected himself, deuiaiidod 
a parley, whicli having with difticulty obtained of our incensed 
candidate, in consequence of tho most submissive application, he 
coinplaiiied grievously <»f the young gentleman’s int'6mperaiice and 
heat of disposition, and veiy calmly represented the danger of his 
rashness and indiscretion, lie told him that nothing could bo 
more outrageous <ir idle than tho resistance he had made against 
the laws of Ids country, because he would find it imi)racticablo to 
withstand tho whole executive power of tho county, winch he could 
easily raise to apjirehond ami secure him ; that, over and above the 
disgrace tliat would accrue to him from this inijuudent conduct, he 
would knock his own interest on the head by disobliging his friends 
in the administration, who were, to his knowledge, at present very 
well tlisposed to do liim service ; that, for his own part, what he 
had done was by the expiess order of his superiors, and not out of 
any desire of distre.ssing linn ; and that, far from being his onem’y, 
notwithstanding tho shocking hisulb he had sustained, he was 
ready to withdraw tho writ provided ho would listen to any reason- 
able terms of accommodation. 

Peregrine, wdio was nob more jirone to anger than open to con- 
viction, being appeased by his condescension, moved by his avgu- 
meiits, and chid by his owm reflection for what he had done in the 
preci[)itrition of his wrath, began to give ear to his renionstraiicoB ; 
and the bailiffs being ordered to withdraw, they entered into a 
conference, tho result of which ivas our adventurer’s immediate 
departure for Loiidou ; so that next day his competitor was unani- 
mously chosen, because nobody appeared to oppose his election. 
Tho discontented Pickle, on his arrival in town, went directly to 
tho house of his patron, t(> wlioni, in the anguish of his disappoint- 
ment, he bitterly complained of the treatment he had received, by 
which, besides the disgrace of his overthrow, ho was no loss than 
two thousand pounds out of pocket, exclusive of the debt for which 
he stood engaged to the receiver. His lordship, who was prepared 
for this (^H^postulation, on his knowledge of the young man’s impe- 
tuous temper, answered all the articles of his charge with great 
deliberation, giving him to understand the motives that induced 
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the mmister to quit his interoat in that borough, and soothing him 
with asBurances that his loss would bo an»ply rewarded by his 
honour, to whom he was next day introduced by this nobleman in 
tho warmest style of recommendation. The minister, who w^as a 
pattern of complaisance, received him witli the most engaging 
afiability ; thanked him very kindly for his endeavours to support 
and strengthen ^ho interest of the administration ; and faithfully 
promised to lay hold on tho first opportunity to exjuess the sense 
he had of his zeal and attachment ; desiring to .see liim often at his 
lovoe, that in the multiplicity of business he might not be in daugei' 
of forgetting Jiis services and desert. 


Chat, XC.— Perojjrine commoncps Minister's Pependent —Meets by Accident with Mrs. 

Gauntlet, and descen N ii;iad(ially In the Condition of Lifo. 

This reception, fafourable as it was, did not please Peregrine, wdio 
had too much discernment to bo cajoled with general jiromisos, at 
a time when he thought himself entitled to tlie most partic.ular 
assurance ; ho accordingly signified his disgust to his introductor, 
giving him to undorsUnd that ho had laid his account with being 
chosen representative of one of those boroughs, for which he had 
been sacrificed. His lordsliip agreed to the reasonableness of his 
expectation, observing, however, that he could not suppose the 
minister would enter upon business with him on his first visit, and 
that it would bo time enough at his next audience to communicate 
his demand. NotwiHistanding this remonstrance, our hero con- 
tinued to indulge his suspicion and chagrin, ami even made a point 
of it with his patron, that his lordshij) should next day make appli- 
cation in his behalf, lest tlie two seat.s sluuild bo filled up, on pre- 
tence of his inclinations being u«known. Tims iinporiuned, my 
lord went to his principal, and returning witli an answer, importing 
that his honour was extremely sorry that ]\lr. I'ickle had not signi- 
fied his request before the b(»rougha in question were promised to 
two gentlemen whom he couhi not now disapiioint with any regard 
to his own credit or interest ; but as several persons who would 
be chosen were, to his certain knowledge, very aged and infirm, he 
did not doubt that there would he plenty of vacant seats in a very 
shoi-t time, and then the young gentleman might depend upon his 
friendship. 

Peregrine was so much irritated at this intimation, that, in the 
first transports of his anger, he forgot the respect ho owed to his 
friend, and in his jiresonco inveighed against tho minister as a 
person devoid of gr^ititudo and candour ; protesting that, if ever an 
opportunity should offer itself, he would spend the whole remains 
of his fortune in opposing his measuies. The nobleman, having 
given him time to exhaust tho impetuosity of his passiop, rebuked 
him very calmly for his disrespectful expressions, which weie equally 
injurious and indiscreet ; assured him that this project of Revenge, 
if ever put in execution^ would redound to his own prejudice and 
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confusion ; and advised him to cultivate and improve, with patience 
and assiduity, tlio footing ho had already obtained in the minister’s 
good graces. 

Our hero, convinced of^ the truth, though not satisfied with the 
occasion of his admonitions, took his leave in a fit of sullen discon- 
tent, and began to ruminate upon the shattered posture of his affairs. 
All that now remained of the ample fortune he had inherited was 
the sum ho had deposited in his lordship’s hands, together with 
fifteen hundred pounds ho had ventured on bottomry, and the gar- 
rison, which he had left for the use and accommodation of the 
lieutenant ; and on the per ayiitra side of his account Ire was debtor 
for the supply ho had received from the receiver-general, and the 
money for Avhich ho was bound in behalf of his friend ; so that he 
found himself, for the first time in his life, very much embarrassed 
in his circumstances ; for, of the first half-year’s interest of his ten 
thousand, which was punctually paid, he had but fourscore pounds 
in bank, without any prospect of a further supply till the other 
term, wliicli was at the distance of four long months. He seriously 
reflected n])on the uncertainty of human affairs : the ship with his 
fifteen hundred pounds might he lost ; the gentleman for whom ho 
was security might miscarry in this as well as iii his former projects ; 
and the minister might one day, through policy or displeasure, expose 
him to the mercy of his dependent, who was in possession of his 
notes. 

These suggcstiims did not at all contribute to the ease of our ad- 
venturer’s mind, already ruffled by his disappointment. Ho cursed 
his own fully and extravagance, by which he was reduced to sucli 
an uncomfortable situation. lie compared his own conduct with 
that of some young gentlemen of his acquaintance, who, while he was 
squandering away the best part^of his inheritance, had improved 
their fortunes, strengthened their interests, and increased their 
reputation. He was abandoned by his gaiety and good-humour, his 
countenance gradually contracted itself into a representation of 
seventy and care, ho dropped ail his amusements and the com- 
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole attention to the 
minister, at whose levee ho never failed to appear. 

While he thus laboured in the wh^el of dependence, with all that 
mortification which a youth of his pride and sensibility may bo sup- 
posed to feel from^ such a ilisagrccablo necessity, he one day heard 
himself called by name, as he crossed the park ; and," turning, 
perceived the wife of Cajitain Gauntlet with another lady. He no 
sooner recognized the kind Sophy, than he accosted her with his 
wonted civility of friendship ; but his former sprightly air was meta- 
morphosed into such austerity, or rather dejection of feature, that 
she could scarce believe lier own eyes ; and, in her astonishment, 
“Is it possible,” said she, “that the gay Mr. Pickle should be so 
much altered in such a sliort space of time ? ” He made no other 
reply to /his exclamation, but by a languid smile ; and asked how 
long she had been in town ; observing, that he would have paid his 
compliments to her at her own lodgings, had he been favoured with 
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the Icawt intiDiaUun of her arrival. After having* fliankcd him for 
his politeness, she iohl liiin it was not owing to any abatement ()f her 
friciulslii]) and esteem, for him that she liad omitted to give him 
that notice ; but his alnupt departin'^ from Windsor, and the 
manner in which lie quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given her just 
grounds to believe that tliey had incurred hia displeasure ; wliich 
Hiispicioi^ wasceinforced hy his long silence and neglect from that 
jieriod to the present time. She observed, it was still further coii- 
lirmed l^y his forliearnig to inquire for Emilia and her brother : 
“Judge, tlien,” said slie, “if 1 had any reason to believe that you 
would be pleased to liear that I was in (own. However, I will not 
detain at ])resent, because you s(;em to lie migaged alnuit sumo 
\>arhicnlar business ; but if you will favour me with your conqiany at 
breakfast to-morrow, 1 sliall be mucli )deased, and honoured to boot, 
by llie visit.’’ So saying, ga\o him a dirci-lion to her lodgings, 
and ho Itiok his, leave, with a faithful promise of seeing her at the 
appointed tame. 

Il(^ was very much allecled with this advance Sophy, who’ll ho 
ei)nsi(leic«l as an instance of her uncommon sweetness of temper ; ho 
fidt strange longings of returning frieiidshi]) towards Godfrey ; and 
the loniombranco of Emilia melteu Ins heart, already softened with 
grief and mortilication. Next day he did not neglect his engage 
nient, and liad the pleasure of enjoying a long conversation with this 
sensible young lady, who gave him to understand that her husband 
vva.s with his regiment, ami jiresontcd to him a line boy, the first- 
fniils of tlieir love, vviiom they had ehristiuiod by tlio namo of 
IVu'griiie, in memory of the friendshixi wliich had subsisted between 
Goilfrey .iiid our youth. 

’J'lds proof of their regard, notwithstanding the interru])! ion in 
flieir corres])(>ndenco, made a deoi) iiiquession upon the mind of 
our adventurer, who, having mSde the warmest acknowledgments 
for tills undeserved iiiiirk of rcsx>oct, took the child in his arms, and 
ahuo.st devoured him with kisses, xirotestiiig, before God, lliat he 
should always consider him with the teiulei’iiess of a parent. I’his 
was the liighost compliment he could i)ay to the gentle Sojiliy, wdio 
again kindly cliid him for his disdainful and precijiitato retreat, imme- 
diately after her niarriage ; and exxucBsod an eai nest desire of seeing 
liim and the captain reconciled, lie assured her, nothing could giv'o 
him greater satisfaction than such an ev^ent, to which he w'ould con- 
tribute aU that lay in his power, though he could not help looking 
upon himself as injuiod by Cajitain Gauntlet’s behaviour, which 
denoted a suspicion of his honour, a.s well as contempt for his under- 
standing. The lady undertook for the concession of her husband, 
who, she told hiiM, had been cxLrmncly sorry for his own heat, after 
Mr. Pickle’s departure, and would have followed him to the garrison, 
in order to solicit his forgiveness, had he not been restrained by 
certain xmnetilios, occasioned by some iverimonious expressions that 
dropped from Peregrine at the inn. , \ 

After having cleared up .this misunderstanding, she jiroccedcd 
to give an account oj Emilia, whoso behaviour, at that juncture, 
• 2 u 
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plainly indicated a continuance of affection for her first lover ; and 
desired that he would give her full powers to bring that matter 
rtlsr) to an accoiiiiiiodation ; “for I am not more certain of my own 
existence,” said slie, “than that you are still in possession of iny 
sister’s heart.” A.t this declaration, the tear started in liia eye; 
but ho shook his head, and declined her good oflices, wishing that 
the young lady might bo much more happy than evo^r he ghould bo 
ablo to make her. 

Mrs. (Taiintlot, confounded at tlie.so expressions, and moved by 
the desj)ouding inaiinor ni whicli they were delivered, begged to 
know if any new obsiaele was raised, by some late clvinge in his 
scutiinoiits or situation ; and lie, in or<ler to avoid a painful ex- 
planation, told her that he had long despaired of being able to 
vanquish Emilia’s resentment, and for tliab reason quittt*d the 
pursuit, wliieh ho wouhl never renew, howsejever his heart might 
suffer by that resolution ; though he took Heaven to witness, that 
his love, esteem, and admiration of her, were iiot‘ in the least im- 
paired ; but Hie true motive of lus laying aside lus rresign, was the 
couseiousuess of his decayed fortune, which, by adding to the sensi- 
bility of his pride, increased the horror of another repulse. She ex- 
pressed her coiicoru fortius detormiiialiou, both on his own account, 
and ill behalf of Emilia, whose liaiquness, in her opinion, dcpeiuled 
upon Ins constancy and afleclion : and she would have questioned 
him more miaul ely about tlie state of las afiairs, had not he 
discouraged tlie impiiry by socking to introduce another subject of 
coiiversalioii. 

After mutual protestations of friendship and regard, he promised 
to visit her often during her rosidonco in town ; and took hi.s leave 
in a strange perplexity of mind, occasioned by the images of love in- 
truding upon the remoiistrances of carkiiig care. He had some tiirie 
ago forsaken those (ixtravagaub eofiipanioiis with whom he had rioted 
in the heyday of his hu’tumx, and begun to consort ivith a graver 
and more sober sjiecies of acipiaintance ; but lie now found himself 
disabled from cultivating the society of these also, who were men of 
ample estates and libor.tl dis[Hjsitious, in coiisequoiice of which, their 
parties were too expensive for the consumptive state of his finances ; 
so that he was obliged to descend to aiiotlier degree, and mingle 
with a set of old bachelors and younger brothers, who subsisted on 
slender aiinuiuies, or what is called a bare competency in the public 
funds. This association w^as composed of second-hand politicians 
and minor critics, who in Hie forenoon saunter in the Mall, or lounge 
at shows of pictures, appear in the drawing-room once or twice a 
week, (lino at an ordinaiy, decide disputes in a coffee-house with an 
air of suporiov intelligoiico, frequent the pit of tjio playhouse, and 
once in a month spend an owening with some noted actor, whose re- 
markable sayings they repeat for the entertainment of their ordinary 
friends. 

After a}_l, he fouiu^ something comfortable enough in the company 
of these gentlemen, who never interested his passions to any violence 
of transport, or teased him with impertim^nt curiosity about hi« 
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private affairs ; for though many of them had maintained a very 
long, close, and friendly con*espondonce with each other, they never 
dreamt of inquiring into particular concerns ; and if one of the two 
who were most intimately connected luwl been asked how the c»ther 
made shift to live, he would have answered, with great truth, 
“Really, tliat is more than I know.” Notwithstanding this phleg- 
matic indiHerejjce, wliicliis of the true English production, they were 
all inoffcn'feivc, good-natured people, wlio loved a jr)ko and a song, 
delighted in tolling a nieny stoiy, and prided themselves in tJie 
art of catering, especially in the articles of lisli, venison, and wild- 
fowl. 

Our young gcaitlenian wa^ not received among them on the fo(it- 
ihg of a coiiimoii mcnihcr, who makes interest for his admission ; 
ho was courted as a person of superior genius and importance, and 
his compliance looked vipnp an imuour to their s<»ciety. This 
their idea of liis prc-emiiieace was supi)ortod by his conversation, 
which, while it. A.as more liberal :uid h‘arned than that to which 
they had heeif accustomed, was tinctured with an assuming air, 
so agreeably diffused, that, instead of producing aversion, it. eom- 
nifiiided respect. They not only appealed to him in all doubts re- 
lating to foreign parts, to which one and all of tliem wore st rangers, 
bub also consulted his knowledge in history and divinity, which 
were frcciuently the topics of their debates ; and m poetry of all 
kinds he decided with such magisterial authority, as even weighed 
against the opinions of (lie players themselves. "J'lie variety of 
chtaracters he had socn and ol>servod, and tlie high splieres of life 
in which he had so lately moved, furnished him with a tJiousaiid 
entertaining anecdotes. When lie became a little familiarized to 
his disappointments, so that his natural vivacity began to revive, 
1 k 3 flashed among them in such a iiamber of lu iglit sallies, as struck 
them with admiration, and coiiatitiUed himself a classic in wdt ; 
insomuch that they began to retail remnants, and even invited 
some particular friends to come and hear linn hold forth. Guo of 
the players, who had for many years strutted about the tavenivS in 
the neighbourhood of Coveiit Garden, as the Grand Turk of wdt 
and humour, began to find his admirers melt aw-ay ; and a eerlaiu 
petulant physician, w’ho had shone at almost all the Port-clubs in 
that end of the town, was aelpually obliged to import his talents into 
the city, where he has now happily taken root. 

Nor ^as this success to be wondered .*i, if we consider tliat, over 
and above his natural genius and educatioii, our adventurer still 
had the opportunity of knowing everything which happened 
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwalladcr, wiLli 
wliom ho still -miyntjiincd liis former intimacy, though it wjis now 
chequered with many occasional tiffs, owing to the sajeastic 
remonstrances of the nusaritliroi>o, who diBappi'ovod of those 
schemes which miscarried with Peiegriiio, aiul now took unseason- 
able methods of valuing himself upon his own foresigli^ ; nay, he 
was, between whiles, like a raven, croaking ^^resages more ill 
luck^ from the deceit of the niiiiibtor, the dissimulation of liis 
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p itron, the folly of the projector for whom he was bound, the 
uncorhiiiity of the seas, and the villainy of those with whom ho 
liful intrusted liis cash : for Crabtree saw and considered every- 
thin'; throii.L;h a perspective of spleen, that always reflected the 
woiv.t side of human nature. For these reasons our young gentle- 
man began tt) bo disgusted, at certain intervals, with the character 
nf this old man, vvlioin he now thought a morose cynic, nob 
HO much incensed agriiust the follies and vices of mankind as 
delighted with the distress of his follow -creatures. Thus lie put 
(he most unfavourable coiistructi(»n on the principles of his friend, 
because be found himself justly fallen under the lash of his ani- 
madversion. This self-accusation very often dissolves .the closest 
friendsliip : a man, eonsciouH of his own indiscretion, is implacably 
ollended a1. the rectitude of Ids comjianion’s conduct, which he 
CKUi-iiders as an insult upon his failiiig.s, never to l)o forgiven, even 
(hoiigli he has not tasted llie birlerness of re])roof,* which no sinner 
can conmiod'oudy «ligest. The friend, slup, therefore, subsisting 
her, ween (h-aliiuM and Pickle had of late sutlerod several syiiip- 
t(imuic, shock-’., that seemed to ]»rogiiosticate a total dissolution: a 
groat dx‘,al of smart dialogue had passeil in llieir private con- 
versations, and the senior began to repent of having placed 
his conlidenco in sucli an imiirudcut, headstrong, ungovernable 
youth. 

li was ill .such paroxysms of di.spleaHurij, that he prophesied 
misforUino to TVregrine, and even told him, one morning, that he 
had dreamed of the sldpwreck of the two East-Tndiameii, on boai-d 
of which lie had ha/.ardod Ids money. But tins was no other than 
a false vi.^ion ; for in a few weeks one of them arrived at her 
moorings in the river, and he received a thousand in lien of eight 
liundreil pounds vvhieli he had lent upon bond to one of the mates ; 
at the same time he was informlid, that the otber ship, in which 
he was coueerned, had in all prohahdity lost lier passage for the 
season, by bc'iig unable to weatluir the t’ajie. lie was not at all 
etmeerned ;it that pioee of news, knowing, that the longer he should 
lie out of Ids money, ho w'ould have the more interest to receive ; 
and, Ciudiiig his ])rescnt dilliculbies removed by this supply, his 
beait began to dilate, and Ids countenance to resuiiie its former 
alaciity. This state of exultation, however, was soon interrupted 
by a small accnlout, wddcji ho could not foresee ; he was visited 
one morning by the person who had lent Ids friend a.tliousand 
])oimds on his socuril,y, and given to niidorstand that the borrower 
liad absconded, in consei|ueiice of a disajjpoiutmcnt, by which ho 
lia<l loLst the whole sum, and all lioiics of rotrioviiig it ; so that our 
hero was now liable for the debt, whieb he besought him to dis- 
<'li irge according lo the bond, that be, tlie lender, might not suffer 
by Ins luimamty. It may be easily conceived that Peregrine did 
not receive lids intelligence in cold blood: he cursed hi^own 
impi'udon^V, in conj;racting such engagements with an adventurer 
whom he did not sufliciontly know. He exclaimed against the 
treachery of the projector ; and, having for %ome time indulged his 
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resentment in threats and imprecations, inquired into the nature 
of the scheme which had miscarried. 

The lender, who had informed himself of the wliole afiair, 
gratified his curiosity m this particulai^ by telling liim that the 
fugitive had been cajoled by a certain knight of the j)()st, wlio 
undertook to manage the thousand pounds in siicli a manner as 
would, in»a ve»y little time, make him perfectly iudopendeiit ; and 
thus he delineated the }>laii : “One half of the sum,'’ said ho, 
“shall bo laid out in jewels, w'liich 1 will pawn to certain j>crs()ns 
of credit and fortune, wlio lend money upon such pledges at an exor- 
bitant interest • the other shall bo kept for relieving tlieiii, so that 
tjiey may be ag.ain deposited with a second sot of those lionourablo 
usurers ; and when they shall have been oiivulalcd in this manner 
through a variety of haiuls, we will extort money from each of the 
jiawnbrokers, by thi'eateniug iliom ivjth a juiblic ])roboeutioii for 
exacting illegal ud crest ; and 1 know that they will blood freely, 
rather than exposed to the infamy atieudmg such an actusa- 
tion.” The sclienie was feasible ; and, though not very hmion able, 
made such an impicssion upon the needy iuiij-ower, that he .'issenlcd 
to the proposal ; and, by our hero’s credit, the moiu‘y w'as rain?d. 
The jcw’cls were accordingly jmccliased, pawmed, vclit'ved, and 
roplcdged by the agent, who undertook to manage the whole 
affair ; and so jiidichmsly w'as the ]>rojt‘ct oxeeuted, that he could 
have easily proved each lender guilty of the charge. Having thus 
far successfully transacted tlie business, this f.iithfiil agent visited 
them severally on his own account, to give them intimation that 
his euqdoyer intended to sue them on the st/diito of nsiiiy ; iijion 
wdiich, every one, for himself, bribed the informer to wntlidraw his 
evidence, by which alone he couhl be convicted ; and having 
received these gratification.s, ho luid thought proper to retreat into 
France witli the wdiolo booty, inwiidiiig tlie original thousand that 
put them in motion. In consequence of this deivimpinent, tlie 
borrower had withdrawn himself ; so that the lender was obliged 
to have recourse to his security. 

This W'as a very mortifying account to our young gentleman, 
wdiq in vain reminded tlio narrator of his promise, importing, that 
lie would not demand the i\joney until he should bo cjiiled to .an 
account by his w'ard ; and observed, that, long before that jicriod, 
the fugitive might appear and discharge the debt. Jiut the other 
was deaf to these remonstrances ; alleging that IiIkS ]U’t>mi.se was 
provisional, on the supposition that the borrower would deal can- 
didly and fairly ; that lie had forfeited all title to his friendship 
and trust, by the scandalous scheme in which he had emhaiked ; 
and that his treac^mrous flight from his seourit)^ amis n.> proof id 
his honesty and intended return ; but, on the contraiy, a warning, 
by whibh he, the lender, was taught to take care of himself. He 
therefore insisted upon his being indemnitied immediately, on 
pain of letting the law take its course ; and Pet egriiie actually 
obliged to part with the Avhole sum he had .so lately received. 
But this payment was not made without extreme reluctance, 
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indignation, and denunciation of eternal war against the ab- 
sconder and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom ho suspected some 
collusinii. 


Chap, XCT. — Cud walladpr acts tho Part of a Comforter to his Friend; and in his turn jg 
coTjPoled by J>r«'grino, who begins t(» find biuiself a most t*gr(?felou8 Ifiipe. 

Tins new misfortuiui, which he justly charged to the account of 
his own folly, voc/illod his chagrin ; and though ho endeavoured 
with all his might to conceal the affair from the knowdedgo of 
Cadwallader, that prying observer i^crccivcd liis countenance over- 
cast. The projector’s sudden disappearance alanning his suspicion, 
he managed Ins ijiquiries with so much art, that in a few days he 
made liimself ;ic(iuaintcd with every particular of the transaction, 
and resolved to gratify his si>lcen at the expense, of the impatient 
dupe. With this view, lie took an opportunity to a^ccost him with 
a veiy serious air, saying a friend of liis liad immediate occasion 
for a tliousand pounds ; and as Peregrine had tlie exact sum lying 
by him, he would take it as a great favour if he would part with it 
for a few mouUis on undoubted security. Had Pickle known the 
true motive of tliis demand, ho would in all likelihood have m'ade 
a very disagreeable answc*r ; but Crabtree had wrapjied himself up 
so securely in the dissimulation of his features, that the youth 
could not possibly penetrate into his intention, and in the most 
galling sus])cnso replied that the money was otherwise engaged. 
The misanthrope, not contented with this irritation, assumed the 
prerogative of a friend, and ((iicstioncd him so rmuutely about the 
disposal of the cash, that, after numberless evasions, which cost 
him a ivorld of torture to invent, he could ermtain his vexation do 

longer, but exclaimed, in a rage,*“D your impertinence ! 'tia 

gone to the devil, and that’s Vnough.” — “Thereafter as it may be,” 
said tliia tornientor, with a most provoking indifForence of aspect ; 
“I should be glad to know iH)oii what footing; for I suppose you 
have somti expectation of advantage from that quarter." — “ ’Sdeath ! 
sir,” cried the impatient youth, “if I had any exiiectation from 
liell, I would make interest with you ; for I believe, from my soul, 
you arc one of its most favoured iiiinisters upon earth.” With 
these words he flung out^.of tlio riKun, leaving Cadwalladcr very 
well satisfied with the chastisement he had bestowed. , • 
Poregrino, having cooled himself with a solitary walk in the 
park, during which the violence of his choler gradually evai>orated, 
and his roflectiun was called to a Serious deliberation upon the 
posf/Ure of his affairs, ho resolved to redouble thiA diligence and 
importunity with his patron and the minister, in order to obtain 
some sinecure, which would indemnify him for the damage he had 
sustained on their account. He accordingly went to his lordship, 
and signibod his cUmiaiid, after having told him that he had suf- 
fered several fresh losses, which rendered an immediate provision 
of that sorb necessary to his credit and subsistence, Ills noble 
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friend commended him for the regard ho manifested for hia own 
interest, which he considered as a proof of his being at last detached 
from tlie careless inach ertency of youth : he approved of his demand, 
which he a-ssured him should be faithful^ transmitted to the minis- 
ter, and backed with all his influence ; and encouraged his hope 
by observing that some proiitable places were at that time vacant, 
and, so i^r asjio knew, unongagod. 

This conversation helped to restore the tranquillity of Pickle^s 
breast, tliougli he still harboured resentment against Cad wallader, 
on account of the last insult ; and on the instant ho formed .a plan 
of revenge. He knew the misaiitliro])o’s rtmiittances from his 
.estate in the country had been of late very scanty, in conse<iiicnce 
of repairs and bankruptcies among his tenants, so that, in spite of 
all his frugality, he had been but barely able to maintain his 
credit, and even that was i'ngagod on the strength of his rumiing 
rent. Being therefore intimately acquainted witli the particulars 
of his fortune, he wrote a letter to Ci"i])trco, yiibscribed with the 
name of his 1>rmcipal farmer’s wife, impoiting that her husband 
being lately dead, and the greatest part of her eattlo destroyed by 
tlie infectious distemper, slie found herself ut icily incapable of 
jiaying Hie rent which was due, m even of keeping the farm, unless 
he would, out of his great goodness, bo pleased to give her some 
assistance, and allow her to sit free for a twelvemonth to come. 
This intimation lie found means to convoy by post from a market- 
town adjoining to the farm, directed in the usual style, to the cynic, 
who, seeing it stamped with the known marks, could not possibly 
suspect any imposition. 

Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and steeled with his 
l)oasted stoicism, this epistle threiv him into such an agony of 
Vexation, that a double proportion of souring was visible in his 
aspect when he was visited by*thc author, who, having observed 
and followed the postman at a proper distance, introduced a con- 
vei'sation upon his owm disax)])ointments, in which, among other 
circumstances of his own ill-luck, he told him th.at hia jiatron^s 
steward had desired to be excused from paying the last quarter of 
Ids interest ])rccisely at the aiipointed term ; for whicli reason ho 
should be utterly void of cash, and therefore requested that Crab- 
tree would accommodfite liiA with a hundred pieces out of his next 
remittance from the country. 

This, demand galled and perplexed tiie old man to such a degree, 
that the muscles of his face assumed a contraction peculiarly viru- 
lent, and exhibited the character of Diogenes with a most lively 
exx^ressiou : he know that a confession of his true situation would 
furnish Pickle with an opportunity to make reprisals upon him 
with intolerable trium})h, and that by a downright refusal to'supply 
hia wants, he would for ever forfeit his friendship and esteem, and 
might provoke him to take ample vengeance for his sordid beha- 
viour, by exposing him, in his native ooloura, to tlie*^ resentment 
of those whom he had so long deceived. "These coRsiderations 
Icept him some time^in a most rancorous state of suspense, which 



488 


I'EREGRTNE riCKUC. 


Poregriiio aftectod fco misinterpret, by bidding him freely declare his 
suspicion, if ho did not think it safe to comply with his request, 
and he would make shift elsewhere. 

TJiis seeming misconstruction increased the torture of the misan- 
thrope, who, with the utmost irritation of feature, “ Ooiis !” cried 
he, what villiiny liaveyoii noted in my comluct that you treat me 
like a rascally usurer Peregrine very gravely replied that the 
fpiestioii needed no answer; ‘‘for,” said he, “hacfl considered 
you as a usurer, 1 would have come with a security under my arm ; 
hut, all ovi'ision apart, will you stead mo ? — will you jdeasure me i 
— shall I have tlie money?’’ — “ Would it were in your belly, with 
a barrel of gunpowder!” exclaimed tlie enraged cynic; “since 1 
must bo excruciated, read that jdagiiy paper! ’S blood ! why' 
didn’t nature clap a pair of long oars and a tail upon me, that i 
might be a real ass, and chain] > thistles on some common, inde- 
pendent of my follow-creatures ^ Would I were a worm, that [ 
miglit cree]) into the earth, and thatch my habitation with a 
single straw ; or rather a wasp or a viper, that I miglit make the 
rascally world foci my resentment. But why do T talk of rascality ? 
“folly, folly is the scourge of life ! (tivc me a scoundrel, so ho lie 
a sensible one, and I will put him in my heart of hesarts ! bub 
a fool is more mischievous than famine, ])Cstilonce, and war. 1’lie 
idiot-ical liag that writes, or causes to bo writ, this same letter, has 
ruined her family and broken her husband’s heart by ignorance 
and mismanagement ; and slio im]mtos her calamity to Providence 
with a vengeance ; and so f am dofraudcil of throe hundred pounds, 
the greatest part of which T owe to tradcsnuMi, whom 1 have iiro- 
mised to pay this very (piarter. Plague upon her ! I would she 
were a horned boast, that tlie distemper might lay hold on her. 
The beldame has the inipinlcnce, too, after she had bronglit moi 
into this dilemma, to solicit my assistance to stock the farm anew I 
Before (lod, T havi; a good miiiil to send hiir a halter ; and jicuhaps 
I might ])urchase anoiiier for myself, but that I would not furnish 
focal for laughter to knaves and eoxcombs. ” 

Peregrine, having jieruscHl the billet, and listened to this ejacula- 
tion, replied, w ith great composure, that he w^as ashamed to see a 
man of his years and pretensions to philosophy so ruffled by a 
triHo. “What signify all the boasted % hardships you have over- 
come,” said ho, “and the shrewd observatimia you pretend to have 
made on human nature ? Where is that stoical indifl’ereiice you 
affirm you have attained, if .such a jialtry disappointment can 
disturb you in this manner ' What is the loss of three hundred 
])(uiiids, compared with the misfortunes which I myself have under- 
gone wdthin those two years ? Yet you wdll take upon you to act 
the censor, cwid inveigh against the impatiouce and impetuosity of 
youth, as if you yourself had gained an absolute conquest over all 
the passions of the heart. You were so kind as to insult me 
t’other day pi my affliction, by reproaching me with indiscretion 
and misconduct : suppose T were now to retort the imputation, and 
ask how a man of your profound sagficity could leave your fortune 
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at the discretion of ignorant peasants? How could you be so 
blind as not tt> foresee the necessity (^f repairs, together with the 
danger of bankruptcy, murrain, or thin crops ? Wliy did not you 
convert your land into ready money, and, as you have no conneclions 
ill life, purchase an annuity, on whicli y^ofl might have lived at your 
case, without any fear of the eonse(pience ? Can’t you, from tlio 
whole biulgct o^ your philo.snjdiy, cull one ai)ophihegin to console 
you for thts trivial miacliaiice ” 

“ Rot your rapidity ! ” said the cynic, half-choked with gall : “ if 
the cancer or the plague were in your throat, 1 should not be tliim 
tormented with your tcMigue ; and yet a inagi)io shall sj^eak 
inliiUtely niore to the purpose. Don’t you know', j\lr. ^^'lseacTe, tliat 
niy case does not fall within tlio province of philosopliy ? Had T 
been curtailed of all my niom)»ei's, rack(‘d by the gout and giavel, 
deprived of liberty, robbed <jf an only child, or visited with the 
death of a dear friend like you, pliilo^roj^hy luiglithave contrihuted 
to my consolatiofl ; but will pliiiosopliy [lay my debts, or free me 
from the burti^en of obligation to a set ol felhiws wliciii 1 desjiise i 
speak — pronounce — domoiistrato - or may Heaven close your mouth 
for ever ! ’’ 

“ ’Fhese are the comfortable fruits of your misanthropy',’' an- 
swered the youth ; “your laudable scliemc of detaching yourself 
from the Ixmds (>f .society, and of moving in a superior sphere of 
your ow'ii. Had not you been so peculiarly sage and intent upon 
laughing at mankind, you could never have been so disconcortod by 
such a pitiful inconvoniciice ; any friend would liavo accommodated 
you with the sum in question. But now' the world may ridoi t the 
laugli ; for you stand upon such an agreeable footing witli your 
acipiaiiitanco, that noLlnng could please them better ilian an ac- 
cmint of your having given disappointment the slip, by tlie lielp 
of a noose properly aj)])lied. ’Phis 1 mention by way of hint, upon 
which I would have you chew the ciu^of rellection : and should it 
come to that issue, I will use niy whole interest w'ith the coroner 
to bring in his verdict lunacy, that ymir carcass may have Christian 
burial. ” 

So saying, ho withdrew, very well satisfied with the revenge ho 
had taken, which operated so violently uj»on Crabtree, that if it 
had not been for the sole coiwidcration mentioned above, he w'ould, 
in all probability, have had recourse to the remedy ])ro]iosed. But 
his nnwillmgiies3 to oblige and cnt.rtaiu Ins follow'-creatiiros 
hindered him from jiractising that expedienl-, till, by '^onrse of post, 
he was happily undeceived with regard to the situaliou of his 
affairs ; and that information had such an effect upon him, that lie 
not only forgave rnir hero for the stratagem, w'liicli he iimnediately 
ascribed to tlio right author, but also made him a tender of his 
purse.; so that matters, for the present, were bruuglit to an amicable 
accommodation. 

Meanwhile, Peregrino never slackened in his atten^^lance upon 
the great ; he never omitted to appear ui)(tTi every ioveo day, 
employed his indiisti’y and penetration in getting intelligence of 
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posts that wore unfilled, and every day recomniendod himself to 
the good oflices of liis patron, 'who seemed to espouse his interest 
with groat cordiality : nevertheless, ho was always too late in his 
application, or the place he demanded chanced to be out of the 
minister’s gift. These intimations, though communicated in the 
most warm professions of friendship and regard, gave great um- 
brage to tho young gentleman, who considered them evasions 

of an insincere courtier, and loudly complained of them as such to 
liis lordsliip, signifying at the same time an intention to sell his 
mortgage for ready money, which he would expend to the last 
fai-thing in thwarting his honour in the very first election he should 
patronize. His lordsliip never wanted a proper cxhorbi-tioTi upon 
these occasions : he did not now endeavour to pacify him wdth 
assurances of the minister’s favour, because he perceived that these 
medicines liad, by repeated use, lost their elFect upon onr adven- 
turer, whose irionaces ho now combated, by representing that the 
nunister’s ])urse was heavier tlian that of Mr. Pickle ; that, there- 
fore, should he make a point of opposing his intefest, the youth 
must infallibly fail in the contest ; in which case he would find 
himself utterly destitute of the means of subsistence, and coiise- 
(piently jirccludod from all hope of provision. 

This was an oliservatioii, the truth of which our young gentle- 
man did not pretend to doubt, though it did not at all tend to tho 
vindication of Jiis honour’s conduct. Indeed, Pickle began to 
snsjiecfc tho sincerity of his own patron, who, in his opinion, had 
triflt'd with his im[)at.iciice, and oven ehidpd, by sorry excuses, his 
desire of having another private audience of the first mover. His 
lordsliip also began to be less accessible than usual ; and Peregrine 
had been obligC(l to dun tho steward Avith repeated demands, before 
lie could finger tho last quarter of his interest. Alax’ined at theste 
considerations, ho wont and consiilted the nobleman Avhom he had 
obliged in the afiaiv of his yon, and had the mortification to hear 
Imt a very indifibient character t)f the person in whom he had so 
long confided. This new adviser, wdio, though a courtier, was a 
rival of the other, gave onr adventurer to understand, that he had 
l)oen loaning upon a broken rood : that his professed patron w^as a 
man of a shattered fortune and decayed interest, which extended 
no further than a sinilo and a whisiicfr ; that for his own part ho 
should Jiave been proud of an ojiportunity to use his influence with 
the minister in behalf of ’Mr. Pickle : “But since you .have put 
yourself under the protoclion of another peer,” sfiid ho, “whose 
connections interfere with mine, [ cannot now espouse your cause, 
without incurring the imputation of seducing that nobleman’s 
adherents ; a charge' wliich, of all others, I w'onld most carefully 
avoid. H()wever, I shall always bo ready to assist you with my 
private advice ; as a specimen of which, I now counsel you to insist 
upon having another interview with Sir Steady Steerwell himself, 
that you may in pei*son explain your pretensions, without any risk 
of being f/iisreprosohted ; and endeavour, if possible, to dra^ him 
into some particular promise, from which he cannot retract with 
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any regard to his reputation ; for general profession is a necessary 
armour worn by tall ininisterB in their own defence, against the 
importunity of those wliom they will not hofriciid, and would not 
disoblige. ’’ 

This advice was so conformable to liis own sentiments, that 
our adventurer seized the lirst opportunity to demand a liearing ; 
and plair^y tejd his patron, that if ho could not be indulged witli 
that favour, ho should look upon his lordship’s influence to be very 
small, and his own liopcjs to he altogether desperate ; in which 
case ho was resolved to dispose of the mortgage, purchaso an an- 
nuity, and live indo[)en(loiit. 


CifAr. XiJIl. -IT/* IS indiilcod with a second Audience by tbe Minister, of whdSe 
iSim;cTity lu: is loiivincod—Iln I’lide &nd An-d*ition rtj\ivc, und iigaiii aro moiiitlL'd. 

If the young gihitleman’s money had been in other bauds, iierhaps 
the peer woiAl Jjave been a( very little f)taiiis cither i?i gratifying 
Ins demand or opposing Ins revenge ; but he knew that the sale of 
the mortgage could not bo oflbetod without an inquiry, to which 
he did not wish to bo exposed ; ho therob»ro cmployod all his 
interest in procuring the solicited audience. Tins being granted, 
Peregrine, with great warmth and elocution, cxD»xiiated u])Oii the 
injury his fortune had suflerod in the affair ot the borough for 
which he had stood candidate ; ho took notice of the disappoint- 
irieub he had sustained in the other (doction ; reminded him of the 
promises wifcli which ho Jiad been amused ; and, in conclusion, 
desired to know what he liad to cxj>oct from his favniij-. The 
minister, liaving patiently heard him to an «‘nd, replied, wdth a 
tiiosb givaciouH aspect, that he was very well informed of his merit 
and abtacUmenb, and very nuic^i disposed to convince him of the 
regard which ho paid to both ; that till of late he did not know 
the nature of Ins expectations, neither liad he the power of creating 
posl,s for those whom he was inclined to serve ; but if Mr. Pickle 
would chalk out any feasible method, by which ho could manifest 
his sentiments of friendship, he should not be backw'ard in exe- 
cuting the plan. 

Peregrine, laying hold «n this declaration, montioTied several 
places which he know to bo vacant ; but the old evasion was still 
used :.one of them was not in his dcfiartmont of business, another 
liad boom promised to thfj third sou of a certain carl before the 
death of the last possessor, and a third was encuuiliered with a 
pensioii that ate up a good half of the appointments. In short, 
such obstructions were started to all his proposals as he could not 
ixisaibly siinnouiit, though lie plainly perceived they wore no other 
than specious pretexts to cover the mortifying side of a refusal. 
Exasperated, tliereforo, at this lack of sincerity and* gratitude, “I 
can easily foresee,” said he, “that such difficulties will never bo 
wanting when I have anything to ask, and for that reason will 
save myself the trouble of any further application.” So saying, 
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he withdrew in a very abrupt maimer, breathing dehanco and 
revenge : but liis p.ition, who did not think proper to drive him to 
extremities, fouinl means to persuade his honour to do something 
for the paoiheation of the young man’s choler ; and that same 
evening our adventurer rbeoived a message from his lordship, 
desiring to see him iniiiiodi.itoly. 

In conaocpieneo of this intimation. Pickle went to^his li/nise, and 
appeared before him with a very cloudy aspect, which signified to 
whom it might concern, that his tempi;r was at present, too much 
galled to endure reproof ; and therefore the .sagacu)us peer forbore 
taking liim to task for his behaviour during the audience lie had 
obtained ; but gave him to understand, that the minister, in 
considerat.iini of his services, liad sinit him a bank-note of three 
hundred j’lounds, with a jiromise of llio like sum yearly, until he 
could bo otliorwise provided for. This declaration in some measure 
appeased the youth, wlio condcsceuded to accept the present ; and 
next levcc-day made his acknowledgment to the donor, ulio 
favoured liiin with a smile of infinite com])lacenoy, \*Chich entirely 
dissipated all the remains of his resentment ; fur, as lie could not 
possibly divine the true cause of his being tempoii/.od with, he 
looked upon this condescension as an undoubted proof of Sir 
Steady’s sincerity ; and firmly believed that be would settle him 
in some place wutli the tiist oiiportunity, ratlicr than continno to 
pay this pension out of his own pocket. In all ]>rohabiHty his 
prediction wauild have been veiifiod, had not an unforeseen accident 
in a moment overwhelmed the barque of his interest at court. 

Moanw'hilo, tliis short gleam of good fortune recalleil the ideas of 
pride and ambition wliich he had formeily cherished ; his coun- 
tenaiico was again lifted in>, Ins good humour retrieved, and his 
mien re -exalted. Iiulood, he Ix'gan to be considered as a rising 
man by his follow-dopcndciit.s, wdioJ saw the particular notice w'itli 
which ho was favoined at the public levee ; aiid some of them, for 
that reason, "wero at jiains to court his gootl graces, lie no longer 
shunned his former iiil.iinates, w’ith whom a good jiart of his 
fortune had been s])eiit ; but inavle up to them, in all places of 
public resort, with tlio same case and familiarity as he had boon 
used to express ; and even re-embarked in some of their excesses, 
upon the strength of his sanguine expectation. Cadwallader and 
he renew'cd their consultations in the court of ridicule ; and divers 
exploits wore achieved, to tKe confusion of those wdio had “ sailed 
into the north of their disidcasure.” 

But those enjoyments wore soon interrupted })y a misfortune 
equally fatal and nnexpcctod : his noble patron was seized with 
an apoplectic fit, from which he was recovered by -the physicians, 
that they nnght despatch him according to rule ; and in twu) 
months after they were called, he went the way of all flesh. 
Peregrine was very much afflicted at this event, not only on 
account of Iq.s friendship for the deceased, to whom he thought 
himself uudir many find great obligations, but also because he 
feared that his own interest would suffer a severe shock by the 
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removal of this nobleman, whom he considered as its chief support. 
He put himself therefore in mourning, out of I’ogard to tlie memory 
of his departed friend, and cxhiliitcd genuine marks of sorrow and 
concern ; though he liad, in reality, moj'o cause to grieve than ho 
as yet imagined. Wlieu <juartor-day came about, ho apjdied t(» 
the steward of his lordsliip's heir for the'interest of Jiis money, as 
usual; ai^d tlig reader will readily own he had* some reason to be 
surprised, when he was told he had no claim either to principal or 
interest. Tine it is, the manager talked very civilly as well as 
sensibly upon the siil>jeot. “ Your apjie.iraiiee, sir,” said ho to 
I’iekle, “ s^Teens you from ;iil siis[iicion of an intended fraud; 
l;ut the iiiortgage upon those lands you moiition was grai»t(‘d to 
another person many years before j’ou ]uvtend to have lent that 
sum ; and I have, this very morning, paid one (|narter's interest, as 
ap]iear3 from this receij>t, which yon may jieruso for your satis- 
faction.” 

Peregrine \v;!s so thuiuhn-stnick at this information, 'which 
strippc'd liim his all, that ho could not utter one word ; a cir- 
cumstance that did no great honour to his character, in the opinion 
(jf the steward, who, in giKul earnest, began to entertain sonUMkmbts 
of liis integrity : for, among the diapers of the deceased, which ho had 
oxaminod, there was no writing, uieinoramlum, or i*eceii>t relating 

this onciimhraiice. After a long pauvse of stu];cf;iction, Porcgriiio 
recollected himself so far as t(> <»bserve, that either lie was 
egrugiously mistaken, or the predecessor of his lord the greatest 
villain upon earth. “But, Mr. Whatd’yecallum,” said lie, “you 
must give mo leave to Udl you, that your bare assertion, in this 
attair, w ill b3Mio means induce me to ]>ut up rjuietly with tlic loss 
of ten thousand jiouuds.” 

* Having thus ox[)ressod himself, ho retired from the Ijfiuse so 
<liscoiitoiitod at this demur, that lie scarce knew whelher he moved 
u]ion his head or lii.s heels ; and tl^) park ehaiicing to lie in his 
w'ay, he sauiitercAl abimt, giving vent to a solilocpi)" in praise of his 
departoil friend, tlic burthen of which was a string of incoherent 
curses imprecated upon himself ; till his transjiorls. b^^ degrees, 
giving way to his rcllection, ho delilx^rated seriously and sorrow'- 
fully u]Km his misfortune, and resolved to consult lawyers without 
loss of time. But, first of afl, lie proposed Lo make personal appli- 
cation to the heir, who, by a caiidul representation of the case, 
might be .inclined to do him justice. conseipieiice of this detcr- 
minatjon, ho next morning jiut his writings in his pocket, and 
went ill a chair to the house of the young iiobleiiiaii, to wdiom iKjing 
admitted by virtue of his a]>pcarauce, and a small gratification Ut 
the porter, ho explained the whole ailair, corrobt»rating his asser- 
tions with the papers which lie jirodiiceil, and dcf?eribing the 
tlisgrace that ivould be entailed iijion the memory of the deceased, 
should ho be obliged to seek redress in a public court of justice. 

The executor, who was a person of good breeding, ci^idoled him 
upon his loss with great good-nature, though He did uot^eein much 
surprised at his account of the matter ; but wished, that, since the 
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fraud must have been commiitod, the damage had fallen upon the 
firat mortgager, who, ho said, was a thievish usurer, grown rich by 
the distresses of his follow-creatures. In answer to our hero’s 
remoiisbrances, ho observed, that he did not look upon himself as 
obliged to pay the least rdgard to the character of his predecessor, 
who had used him with great barbarity and injustice, not only in 
excluding him from liia countenance and assistyance, but also in 
prejudicing his inheritance as much as lay in his power so that it 
could nut be reasonably expected tliat ho would pay ten thousand 
pounds of his debt, for Avliicb he had received no value. Peregrine, 
in spite of his chagrin, conld not licl]) owming 'vvithiii himself that 
there was a good deal of reason in this refusal. After having 
given loose to his indignation in the most violent invectives against 
the defunct, he took liis leave of tlie complaisant heir, and had 
immediate recourse to the advice of counsel, who assured him that 
he had an excellent plea, and was accordingly retained in the 
cause. 

All these measures were taken in the first vigour <»f his exertion, 
dining which his spirits Avere so flustered with the diveisity of 
passions ])roducod by his misehaiicc, that he mistook for e<iuaniniity 
that which was no other than intoxication ; and two whole days 
elapsed before ho attained a duo sense of his laisfortuiio. Then 
indeed ho luidorwent a Avoful self-examination ; (‘,very circinn .stance 
of the iricpiiry added fresli pjings to his reflect ion; and the result 
of thcAvhule Avas a discovery that his foi-tuno Avas totally consumed, 
and himst'lf rodiiood to a state of the mo.st dei>lorable dependence. 
This suggestion alone might, in the anguish of his despondency, 
liavc driv(in him to some despinate course, had not it been in s«)nie 
measure <pialitiod by the coniidciice of his lawyers, and the assur- 
ance of the minister, Avhioh, slender as the Avorld hath generaTy 
found them, Avoro tlie only bulwarks between misery and him. 

The niiiKl is natin'cdly pliable, and, provuled it has the least ho[>e 
to lean upon, a<lr\pts itself Avonderfully to the emergencies of for- 
tune, especially when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. TJiis 
Avas the case Avith our adventurer : instead of indulging the melan- 
choly idea'i which his loss inspired, he had recourse to the flattering 
delusions of hope, sootliing himself W'itli unsubstantial plans ot 
future greatness, and endeavouring W cover what was passed with 
the veil of oblivion. After .some hesitation, he resolved to make 
Crabtree acquainted with his misfortune, that once for all ho miglit 
pa.s8 the ordeal of his satire, Avithout subjecting himself to a long 
series of sarcastic hints and doubtful allusions, Avhich he could not 
endure. He accordingly took the first opportunity of telling him 
that lie w'as absolutely ruined by the perfidy of his patron, and 
desired that he w ould not aggraA’ate his affliction by those cynical 
remarks Avhich were peculiar to men of his misanthropical disposi- 
tion. Oadwallader listened to this declaration with internal surprise, 
which, however, produced no alteration in his countenance ; and, 
after somo imuse, observed, that our hero had no reason to look for 
any new observation from him upon this event, which he had long 
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foreseen, and daily expected ; and exhorted him, with an ironical 
sneer, to console himself with the promise of the minister, who 
would doubtless discharge the debts of his deceased bosom-friend. 


OiiAr XCIII.— Percgrluc coinmith hiinsolf lo llie Public, and Ib admitted Member or a 
^ ^ College of AutUois. 

Tub bitterness of this cx])ljinatioii being past, our young gentle- 
man began to revolve within liiinself sehomes for making up the 
deficiencies of his yearly income, vvhioli was now so grievously 
reduced ; aiut determined to xn’ofit, in some shape or oilier, by those 
tfdents whftih he owetl to nature and education, lie liad, in his 
iililucncc, heard of several authors, who, without any pretensions 
to genius or human literature, earned a very genteel- subsisteiiec by 
undertaking work for booksellers, in wlueb rei)utritiou w as not at ail 
concerned. One,»for exam])le, professed all mannei' of translation, 
at so iniieh i)(#- sheet, and aciiially kept live or six amanuenses 
continually employed, like so many dorks in a counting-house : 
by winch means be was enabled to live at bis ease, and eujny 
his friend and Ins bottle, ambitious of no other chaiacler iliau that 
of an honest friend and a good neighbour ; another pi'ojected a 
variety of ])lans for new dictionaries, wliicli were (-xecuted under 
his eye by day-labourers ; and the province of a third was history 
and voyages, collected or abridged by understrappers of the same 
class. 

Mr. Pickle, in liis comparisons, j)aid such dcfeieiice to bis own 
capacity, as banisliod all doubts of his being able to excel any of 
those iTiidertakevs in their diH'ercnt brandies of jn’DfussJon, if ever 
h*? should }»e driven to that experiment: but his ambition prompted 
him to make his interest and glpry cnineido, by atteni])ting some 
performance wbidi should do him honour with the public, and at 
the same time establish bis importance among the copy-purohaseis 
in town. With this view lie worshipped the Muse •, and, conscious of 
tlie little regard wliich is in this age paid to e\ery species of poetic 
composition, in wdiioli neither s.atire nor obscenity occurs, he pro- 
duced an imitation of Juvenal, and lashed some conspicuous cha- 
racters with equal truth, and .severity. 'I’lioiigh his name did 

not appear in the title-page of this iirodiiction, he managed iiuittors 
so as that tlic work was universally im]>rted to the true author, who 
was not altogcflTm' disappointed in liis expectations of success ; for 
the impression was immediately sold olf, and tho piece became the 
subject of conversation in all assemblies of taste. 

This liiiiipy exordium not only attracted the addresses of tho book- 
sellers, who made' interest for his acquaintance, but also.roused the 
notice of a society of authors, who styled themselves “ the College 
from which he was honoured with a deputation, offering to enrol 
him a luomber by unanimous consent. The person employed for* 
this purpose, being a baixi who had formerly tasted of \«ur hero’s 
bounty, used all his eloquence to persuade him to comply with the 
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julvaiices of tlicir fr.itcniit.y, which he described in such a manner as 
inlliiiiKid the curiosity of Pickle, who dismissed the ambassador with 
an a(3knowledginent of tlie great honour they conferred upon him, 
and a faithful [)romiso of endeavouring to merit the continuauce of 
their ai* probation. 

lie was afterwards, by the same minister, instructed in the 
coromonies of the oollego ; and, in cmisecpienco of his information, 
(‘ojimosed an ode, to be ]>iil)licly recited oji the evoiiiiig of his intro- 
duction. lie understood that this constitution was no other than 
.1 })ody of authors, iiicorjioralod liy mutual consent, for their joint 
advantage and satisf.iction, oj)poscd to another assembly of the s.'imo 
kind, tlieir avowed enoinies and detractors : no wonder then, that 
tliey sought to stj'ongthen themselves with such a valuable acquisi- 
tion as our hero was likely to prove. The college con,sist(id of 
authors <mly, and these of all degrees in jioint of reputation, from 
tlie fabricator of a song set t(^ music, and sung at Marylebone, to 
the dranuiLic bard who had ai>pcarod in buskins iqiou the stage ■ iiay, 
one of the members had actually linished eiglit- lidoks of an epic 
]>oem, for the iiublicatioii of wdiich ho was at that time soliciting 
subscriptions. 

It cannot, bo supposed that such a congrcgatiiui of the sons of 
Apollo would sit a whole evening with order and decorum, unless 
they ivere under the check of some established authoiity ; and this 
ijicoiiveniciicc having boon foreseen, they had elected a invsklont, 
ve.sted with full iiower to silence any incmhor or mcinbors that 
should aitem[)t to disturb the harmony and subordination of the 
whole. The sago who at this time possessed the chair was a person 
in years, whose countenance v/as a lively portraiture of that, ran- 
corous discontent which follow.s repeated damnation. Ho had been 
oxtremely uiifortiuiatc in his theatrical productions, and was, to ii3(c 
the words of a ])r(»fanc wag, who jikisisted at the condemnation of his 

last play, by this time, “ d id beyond redemption.” Nevertheless, 

he sUll tarried about ilie skirts of Parnassus, translating some of the 
cla.ssics, and writing iniscellanies ; and, by dint of an invincible 
iissiiraiice, supercilious insolence, the most undaunted virulence of 
tongue, nud some knowledge of life, he made shift to acquire and 
m.aintain the character of a man of learning and wdb in the opinion 
of people who h:id neither, that is, thbty-iiine in forty of those with 
whom he asst^ciated him.sclf. He was even looked upon in this light 
by some foNV of the college ; though the major p^rt of those who 
favoured his election were such as dreaded his malice, respected his 
oxpeiienco and seniority, or hated his competitor, who wa|s the epic 
poet. 

The chief end of this society, as I have alrcf^dy hinted, was to 
a.ssist and ■’ sujiport each other in their productions, which they 
mutually recommended to sale with all tlieir art and influence, not 
only in private conversation, but also in occasional epigrams, criti- 
cisms, ami advertisements inserted in the public papers. This 
science, ^v^lich is knowm by the vulgar appellation of puffliig, they 
carried to such a pitch of flnesse, that an author very often wrote 
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an abusive answer to his own performance, in order to inflame the 
curiosity of the town, by which it had been overlooked. Notwith- 
Btandiiig this general unanimity in the college, a i^rivate animosity 
had long subsisted between the two rivals I have mentioned, on 
account of precedence, to which botli laid claim ; though, by a 
majority of votes, it liad been decided in favour of the present 
chairman. The grudge indeed never proceeded any degree of 
outrage efr doflance, but manifested itself at every mcetijig in 
attempts to eclipse each other in smart sayings and pregnant 
repartee ; so that there was always a delicate mess of this kind of 
wit served in the front of the evening, for the entertainment 
and examplWof the junior members, who nc\er failed to divide 
upon this Occasion, declaring themselves for oiio or otlicr of tlie 
combatants, wh(»m they encour.aged by their looks, gestures, and 
apjdauso, according to the circumstances of the dispXite. 

This honourable consistory w''- hebl hi the best room of an ale- 
house, which atbBixled 'wine, punch, or beer, suitable to the purse 
or inclination <d every individual, who at jjarately paj<l fur Ids own 
choice; and here v^^as our hero introduced in the midst of Iweidy 
strangers, who, by their looks and eq\dpago, fiuiivod a very 
picturcscpic variety, lie was received witli a mo.st gracious solem- 
nity, and placed at tlio light hand i f the president, who, having 
coiumaiidod silence, recited aloud his introducte'vy ode, which 
met with universal aiijirohation. Then w'as tiuidered \o him Ihc 
customary oath, obliging liim to consult the Iionour and advan- 
tage of the Society as far as it should lie in Ids power, in every 
station of life ; and this being taken, Ids femplos were bound 
with a wTcatli of laurel, which w\as kept sacred for such inaugu- 
ration. 

,Whcn these rites w^erc performed with all due ceremony, the 
new member cast his eyes aroijiid the pl.-ico, and took a more 
accurate survey of his brethren ; a^nong whom lie observed a 
strange collection of periwigs, with regard to Iho colour, fashions, 
and dimensions, wddcli were such as he liad never seen before. 
Those wlio sat on each side, nearest the iiresident, were ^generally 
distinguished by venerable ties, the foretojis of wldcli exhibited a 
surprising diversity ; sc)mc of them rose slanting backwards, like 
the glacis of a fortification some were elevated in two distinct 
eminences, like the hills Helicon and Parnapsus ; and otlicrs w’ero 
curled and reflected, as the horns of Jupiter Ammon. Next to 
these, tlie hiajorstook })lacc, iiiany of which w’cre mere ftticcedaiicat 
made by^ho applicatjon of an occasional rose to the tail of a lank 
bob ; aaclTin the lower form ajipcared masses of hair, which would 
(admit of no description. 

Their clothes were tolerably well suited to the furnitiho of their 
heads the apparel of the upjier bench being decent and clean, 
while lhat of the second class was threadbare and soiled ; and, at 
the lower end of tlie room, lie perceived divers cfl'oit^ made to 
conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen ,* nay, he •could dis- 
tinguish by their countenances the different kinds of poetry in 
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which they exercised the Muse. He saw Tragedy conspicuous in ft 
grave solemnity of regard ; Satire louring in a frown of envy and 
di3cc)ntent ; Elegy whining in a funeral aspect ; Pastoral dozing 
in a most insipid languor of face ; Ode-writing delineated in a 
distracted stare ; and Ei)igram squinting with a pert sneer. Per- 
haps our liero refined too much in his penetration, when ho 
aflirmed that, over and above these discoveries, he could plainly 
perceive the state of every one’s finances, and would liaVc under- 
taken to have guessed each particular sum, without varying throe 
farthings from tlio truth. The conversation, instead of becoming 
genera], began to fall into parties : and the epic poet l^ad actually 
attracted the attention of a])rivate committee, when (lie chairman 
interposed, calling aloud. “No cabals, no conspiracies, gentlemen ! *’ 
His rival, thinking it incumbent upon him to make some reply to 
this rebuke, answered, “We have no secrets: ho that hath ears, 
let him hear.” This was spoken as an intimation to the company, 
whoso looks Avero instantly Avhettod with the expectation of their 
ordinary meal : but the president seemed to decline the contest ; 
for, without putting on his hghtiiig face, ho calmly replied that ho 
had seen Mr. Metaphor tip the wink, and whisjier to one of his 
confederates, and thonco judged that there was something mysterious 
on the carpet. 

The epic poet, believing liis antagonist crest-fallen, resolved to 
take the advantage of his dejection, that ho might imhance his own 
character in the opiir'on of the stranger ; and with that view asked, 
AVitli an air of exultation, if a man might not bo allowed to have a 
convulsion in his eye, without being susi>ectcd of a conspiracy ? 
The ])r 03 idont, perceiving his drift, and pKjued at his presumption, 
“To be sure,” said ho, “a man of a weak head may be very w'oll 
supposed to have convulsums in hi^s eyes.” This re])artce prodiicoil 
a laugh of triumph anixUig the chtjrrman’s adherents, one uf whom 
observed that his rival had gpt a smart va]> on the ])ato. “Yes,” 
replied the baial, “in that respect Mr. Chairman has the advantage 
of me. Had my head been fortihed with a horn- work, I should not 
have been so sensible of the stroke.’' This retort, which carried a 
Bovero allusion to the president’s wife, lighted up the countenances 
of the aggressor’s friends, wliich had begun to be a little obumbrated ; 
ftiid Iiad a cemtrary eHecb upon the oMier faction, till their chief, 
collecting all his capacity, rctiirnod the salute, by observing, that 
there was no occasion for a, horn- work, when the,, covered w^ay was 
not worth defending. 

Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphor’s yoke-fellow’, who was by no 
moans rcnnarkable for her beauty, could not fail to operate npon the 
hoarer.s ; and as for the l)ard himself, he was evidently ruffled by 
the relicctiou ; to which, however, ho, without hesitation, replied, 
“Egad ! ’tis my opinion, that if your covered way w»as laid-open, 
few i)eople would venture to give the assault.” — “ Not unless' their 
batteries vyere more effectual than the fire of your wit,” said the 
president.*-*' As fop that matter,” cried the other with precipita- 
tion, “ they would have no occasion to batter in broach; they would 
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find the angle of the laimcdU bastion demolished to their lifinds ; 
he, he!” — But 1 believe it would surpass your uiiderstiuuling, ” 
resumed the chainiian, “(o fill up the /eW.” — “That, 1 own, is 
im practicable,” replied the bard: “tlii^'c I should meet with a 
hiatus maxime dejU tuim ! ” 

The president, exasperated at this insinuation in presence of the 
new member, (^claimed, witli indignation in his looks, “And yet, 
if a body of pioneers w'cre sot at work upon your skull, they would 
tind rubbish enough to choke u]> all the common sewers in town.” 
13 (WO a gr(»an was uttorod by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
taking a } inch of snuff with great composure, “When a man 
grows scuvii>nis,” said he, “1 take it for an undoubted proof of 
his oveithrow. ” — “If tliat be llie (‘aso,” cricnl the other, “you 
yourself must bo the vamiuishcd I'-arty ; for you was the lirst that 
was driven to ptivsonal abuse.” — “ 1 ap^ieal,” answered the bard, 
“to tlioso who can (li.-itiiigui''ii. ihiuJomcii, your judgimiiit * ” 

This rcfcronce* pnjducod a univei>al clamour, ami Die whole 
college Avas iifv'olvcd in confusion. Kveiy man entered into dis- 
pute Aritb Ilia neighbour on the merits of this cauMi. Tlie chair- 
man interpoaed his aiiDmiity in vain ; the noise grew louder 
and louder ; the di.s]iulai)ts ivaxed wjirin ; Die epithets of block- 
head, fool, and scoundrel were bandied about. iVregvino enjoyed 
the uproar, and, leajiing upon Die table, soumUd tlio cbaige to 
battle, wliich was immediately comiiieiiecd in ten different duels. 
The lights Avere extinguished ; the- combatants thrashed one another 
Avithout distinction ; the mi.schieA'oiis Trickle distribn<od sundry 
random bloAVS in the dark ; and the people below, being alarmed 
Avith the soumUof ajiiilication, the overturning of clnilrs, and the 
(Uitcries of those avIio wore (mgaged, came up stairs in a body Avith 
lights to reconnoitre, and, if possible, (jiiell this ludeons tumult. 

Objects Averc no aooivjr mad(> visible, than the tield of battle 
oxhibitiMl strange groujis of the' stan^lbig and the fallen. Laeli of 
Mr. Metaphor’s eyes Avas surrounded with a circle of a livid line, 
and the president \s nose distilled a ipiantity of clotted blood. One 
of the tragic authors, tinding liimself assaulted in the dark, had, 
by way of a poniard, employed upon his adversary’s throat a kiiile 
wdiich lay upon the table, for the oonvenience of cutting cheese; 
but, by the blessing of God,* the edge of it was not keen enough to 
enter the skin, which it had only scratched in divers jdaoes. A 
satirist .'^Imoist bit off the oar ot a lyric bard. vSliirts and 
neckcloths Avere torn to rags ; and tliere Avas such a Avoful wreck of 
periwigs on the floor, that no examinaiioii* could adjust the pro- 
perty of the owners, the greatest part of whom wore obliged to use 
hamlkercliiofs by.Avay of nightcaps. 

The fray, lioAvever, ceased at tlui ai>proach of those '^wdio inter- 
posed.; part of the combatants being tired of an exercise in Avhicli 
they had received nothing but hard blovi\s ; jiart of thorn being 
intimidated by the remonstrance's of the landlord and hir( company, 
who threal ened to call the Avatch ; and a very few^ l>ciii|f ashamed 
of the scandalous disiiute in Avhich they were detected. But 
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though the battle was ended, it was impossible, for that evening, 
to restore hariuoiiy and good order to the society, which broke up, 
after the president liad pronounced a short and confused apology 
to our adventurer for the indecent uproar which had unfortunately 
happened on the first night of his admission. Indeed, Peregrine 
deliberated with himself, whether or not his reputation would 
allow him to appear again among this venerable fr^aternity ; but, 
as lie knew some of them to be men of real genius, how fidiculous 
soever their carriage might be modified, and was of that laughing 
disposition wliioh is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace 
observes of Philippus, 

Risua undique quasi it 

he resolved to fretpient the college*, notwiiligtanding this accident 
which happened at his inauguration ; being thereto, moreover, 
induced by his desire of knowing the private history of the stagey 
with which lie supiioscd semic of the member^ perfectly well 

acquainted. He was also visited, before the next luecting, by his 

iiitroductor, wlvo assured him that such a tumult had never hap- 
pened since the first institution of the assemlily, till that very 

night ; and promised that, for the future, ho should have no cause 
to 1)0 scandalized at their behaviour. 

Persuaded by those motives and assurances, ho trusted himself 
once jnorc in the midst of their comimiiiity, and everyt-hing pro- 
ceeded with groat decorum ; all dis))uto and altercation was 
avoided ; and tlio college applied itself seriously to the pur])oses of 
its meeting ; namely, to hear the grievances of individuals, and 
assist them with saliilary advice. The first ])erson that craved 
redress, was a noisy >i()rbli Piiton, who complained, in a strange 
dialect, that h(3 had, in tlio beginning of tlio season, presented a 
comedy to tlio manager of «a cortayi tlicatre, who, after it had lain 
six weeks in his hands, retui'iiod it to the 'author, aflirming there 
was neither sense nor English fli tlic peiTurmanco, 

The president, wlio, by the bye, liad revised the piece, thinking 
his own re])utatu)n concerned, declared, in ])rcsenco of the wliole 
society, that, with regard to sense, ho would not undertake 
to vindicate the production ; but, in point of language, no fault 
could bo justly laid to its charge : ^‘Tho case, however, is very 
})lain,'’ said ho : ‘‘ tho manager never gave himself the trouble to 
peru3u the play, but furmuil a judgment of it from tho conver- 
sation of the author, never dreaming tliat it had ufltT^rgoiie the 
revisal of an English writer ; be that as it will, you are infinitely 
obliged to him for having despatched you so soon, and I shall have 
the bettor opinion of him for it so long as I live ; for 1 have known 
other guise ■ authors than you, that is, in ' point *'of interest and 
fame, kept in continual altondanco and dependence during the 
best part of their lives, and, .ifter all, disappointed in the expecta- 
tion of seeing their performances exhibited on the stage. 
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CiiAr. XCIV. — Further Proceodinj'S of the College. 

Tins .'iffriir wfis no soonor discussed, th;in another gentleman 
exhibited, a coiiiplaiiit, signifying that lie had undertaken to trans- 
late into English a certain celebrated author, who had been 
cruelly mangled by former attempts ; and that, as soon as his 
design took air, the proprietors of those miserable translations had 
endeavoured to ]irejndioc his work, by industrious insinuations, 
contrary feo truth and fair dealing, importing that he did not under- 
stand one word of the language which lie jiretciulcd tr» trans- 
late. This being a case that nearly concerned the greatest part 
of the audience, it was taken intr, serious deliberation : some 
observed, that ^t was not only a malicious effort against the 
plaintilF, but also a spiteful advertisement to the public, lending 
to promoh^ aTi inquiry into tlie abilities of all other translators, 
few of whom, it was well known, were so qualibed as to stand rhe 
tost (d such examination. Others sahl, that over and above this 
contiidoraiion, which ought to have its due weight with the col- 
lege, there was a necessity for concerting measures to humble the 
presumption of booksellers, who had, from time immemorial, taken 
all opportunities to oppress and enslave tlieir authors ; not only 
by limiting men of genius to the wages of journoymon tailors, 
without even allowing them one sabbatJi in the week, but also in 
taking such advantages of their necessities as were inconsistent 
with justice and Imnianity, 

“For example,” said one of the members,* “ after I m vsclf had 
jtc({uired a little reputation with the town, I was caressed by one of 
those tyrants, avIio j)rof«sscd a fflendship for me, and even supplied 
mo with money, according to the exigences of my situation ; so that 
I looked upon him as the mirror of disinti*iestcd benevolence ; 
and, had he known my disposition, and treated me accordingly, 
1 should have written for him upon his own terms. After 1 had 
used his friendship in this manner for some time, 1 happened 
to have occasion for a small sum of money, and with great coii- 
lidence made another application to my good fiiend ; when all 
of a sudden ho put a stop to his generosity ; refused U) accommo- 
date me -in the ‘most abru])t and mortifying style ; and though 
I was at that time pretty far advanced in a work for his benefit, 
wliicli wjis a suflicient security for what i owed liiin, ho roundly 
asked, how I jirojiosed to pay the immey which T had already 

borrowed I Thus was I used like a young w just come upon 

the town, whom the b d allows to run into her debt, that she 

may have it in her power to opjjress her at pleasure ; and, if the 
sufferer complains, she is treat^ like the most ungrateful wretch 
upon earth ; and that too with such appeaiancc of ret son, as may 
easily mislead an unconcerned spectator, ‘ Y()u unthankful drab ! * 
she wrill say, ‘ didn’t, I take you into my houEO when you hadn’t 
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a shift to your back, a petticoat to your tail, nor a morsel of bread 
to put in your belly ? Ila’n’t T clothed you from head to foot 
like a gtintlowoinan, supj^oited you witli board, lodging, and all 
ncceasarios, till your owi^ extravagance hath brought you into 
distress i and now you have the impudence, you nasty, stinking, 
brimstone binig.'iway ! to say you are hardly dealt with when I 

doiuaiid no more than my own.’ Thus the w snd the author 

are e^jually oppressed, and even left witlumt the melanclidly 
pi ivilego of complaining ; so that they arc fain to subscribe to such 
terms as tlioir creditors shall please to im})oso.” 

This illustrath)!! operated so powerfully upon the, conviction 
and resentment of tlie whole college, that revenge was universally 
deiKiunced against those wlio had aggrieved the plaintiil’; and 
after some debate, it was agreed that ho should make a new 
translation of some other saleable hook, in o[>])OsiLion to a former 
version belonging t«) the delim^uents, and print it in such a small 
size, as ivould enable him to undersell their ]>ro[)eity ; and that 
this new translation should he recommeudoid and iiflvoduecd into 
the world with tlie whole art and iiillnenoe of the society. 

This aifair being settled to Iho satisfaction of all iire.sont, an 
author of .some character stood up, and craved the advice and 
as-sislance of his fello\v.s, in punishing a eevtain noblenijtn of 
groat pretentions to taste, who, in consequence of a pj’oduction 
whicli this gentleman had ushered into the world with univer- 
sal applause, not only desired, but oven eagerly courted his 
acquaintance. “Ho invited me to his h<nisc,” said he, where 
I was ovenvholiiied with civility and profo.ssioiis of friendship; 
he insisted ui)on iny treating liim as an lutim.ite, and calling 
upon him at all hours, witlumt ceremoiij’^ ; lie made mo promise to 
breakfast with him at least three tnno.s a week. lii short, 1 
looked upon myself as very ft)i»'aniate, in meeting with such 
advances from a man of liis interest and reputation, who had it in 
liis power to befriend me etfectually iu niy j)a.s,sago through life ; 
and, that I mighc not give liini any cause lc> think I neglected his 
friendship, 1 went to his hoii.so in two day.s, with a view (►f drinking 
chocolate, according to appointment ; but ho had been so much 
fatigued witli dancing at an assembly overnight, that his valet- 
de-chambro ivould not venture to wake him so early ; and I 
loft my comjdimeiits to his lordship, with a perforinaneo in manU’ 
script, which lie had expressed a most eager desire- to peruse. 
1 repeated luy visit next morning, that his imjiationco to seo mo 
might not have some violent erfcct upon liis constitution ; and 
received a me,ssage from his minister, signifying, that he had been 
liighly entertained with the manuscript 1 l^ad lef^. a great part of 
which ho lly^l read ; but was at present so busy in contriving a 
proper dross for a private masquerade, which would bo given that 
same evening, that he could not have the pleasure of my company 
at breakfast- This was a feasible excuse, ivhich I admitted 
accordingly,' and in a day or two appeared again, wlieii his lord- 
ship was particularly engaged. This might possibly bo th^ case j 
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and thcreforo I returned the fourth time, in hopes of finding him 
more at leisure ; hut lie had gone out about half /an hour before 
my arriv^al, and left my performance with his valet-de-chambre, 
who assured mo that his lord had i^erus^yl it with infinite pleasure. 
Peihaps I might have retired very well satisfied with this declara- 
tion, had not I, in my passage through the liall, hoard one of tho 
footmen,_upoi^ the top of the staircase, pronounce with an audible 
vdice, ‘ Will your lordship please to bo at homo when he calls ? ’ 
It is not to be supposed that I was pleased at this discovery, which 
I no sooner made, than, turning to my cimductur, ‘ 1 find,' said T, 
‘his lordslup is disposed to be abroad to more penjde tlian me this 
morning, i The fellow, though a valct-de-clniiubre, Idublicd at 
this observation ; and I withdrew, not a little irritated at tho 
peer’s disingenuit}', and fully resolved to spare him my visits for 
the future. It was not long afl.(‘r this occasion, that 1 hap])ened 
to meet him in^the park, and, being naturally civil, I could not 
pass him without a salutation (»f the bat, which be returned in 
the most disAiit manner, though wo wore both solitary, and not a 
soul within view ; and when that very i)crformanee, which he liad 
applauded ro w'annly, was lately pubiisbed by subscription, he 
did not bespeak so much a.s one c(»py, 1 have often reflected with 
wonder ujaui this incrjiisistoncy in his conduct. 1 never courted 
his patronage, nor, indeed, thought of his name, until ho made 
interest for my acxpiaintanco ; and if ho was disa})i)omted in niy 
conversation, w'hy did he pre.ss me so much to further con- 
nection ? ” 

“Tho case is very clear,” cried the chairman, interrupting him ; 
“ho is one of those coiiuuisseurs who set u]) for tasfe, ajid value 
themselves upon knowing all men of genius, whom they would be 
thought to assist in their prod uef ions. 1 will lay an even bet with 
any man, that his lorduhip, oii^lio strength of that slender inter- 
view, together with the opportunity of having seen your per- 
fornianco in manuscript, has ahoridy hinted to every company in 
which he is conversant that jxju solicited his assistiiiice in retouch- 
ing tho piece which you have now ofiered to the public, and that ho 
was pleased to favour you with his advice, but found you obstinately 
bigoted to your own opinion in some j)oiiits relating to those very 
passages which have not jTiot with the ap])robalion of the town. 
As for his caresses, there was nothing at all extraordinary in his 
behaviour. By tho time you have lived to my age, you will not 
be suriDrised to see a courtier’s promise and peiformanco of a dif- 
ferent cpmplexioii, not but that I would willingly act as an auxiliary 
in your resentment. ’ 

The oi>inioii of the president was strengthened by the concurrence 
of all the members ; and all other complaints and momorifils being 
deferred till anotlier sitting, the college proceeded to an excrciso of 
wit, which was generally performed once every foit night, with a 
view to })romote tho expectoration of genius. The .subject was 
occasionally chosen by the chairman, who opened th8 game with 
some shrewd remark, naturally arising from the conversation ; and 
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then the ball was tossed about from one comer of the room to the 
other, according to the mol ions of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of this sport, and of the 
abilities of those who carrilid it on, I shall repeat the sallies of this 
evening, according to the order and succession in which they 
escaped. One of the members, observing that Mr. Metaphor was 
absent, was told by the person who sat next to hiin^ thab tlie poet 
liad foul weather at home, and could not stir abroad. “ What 1 ” 
said the president, interposing, with tlie signal upon his coun- 
tenance, ‘‘is he wind-bound in port?” — Wine-bouiid, 1 suppose,” 
cried another.-— “ Hooped with wine ! a strange metaphor!” said 
the third. — “Not if he has got into a hogshead,” ansVered the 
b>uvth. The hogshead will sooner get into him,” replied a fifth ; 
“ it mast be a tun or an ocean.” — “No wonder, tlien, if he should 
be ovorwhebned,” said a sixth. — “If he should,” cried a seventh, 
“he will cast up when his gall breaks.” — “That must be very 
soon,” roared an eighth, “ for it lias long been reail^ to burst.” — 
“No, no,” observed a ninth, “he’ll stick fast at the bottom, take 
my word f(»r it; he has a natural alacrity in sinking.” — “And 
yet,” remarked a tenth, “ I have seen him in the clouds.” — “Then 
was ho cloudy, 1 suppose,” cried the clcveiilh. — “So dark,” replied 
the other, “that his meaning could not bo perceived.”- For all 
that,” said the twelfth, “he is easily seen through.” — “ You talk,” 
ansiyered the thirteeiiih, “as if his head was made of glass.” — 
“ N<), no,” cried the fourteenth, “his head is made of more durable 
stuff; it will bond before it breaks.” — “Yet T have soon it 
broken,” resumed the president.- Did you perceive any wit 
come out at the hole?” said another. — “His wit,” replied the 
chairman, “ is too subtle t(» be perceived.” 

A third mouth was just opened, when the exercise was suddenly 
interrupted by the drcadtul cry of *'“Fire ! which issued from the 
kitchen, .'md involved tJ»o whofo c<dlogo in confusion. Every man 
endeavouring to bo the first in ni.aking his exit, the door and pas- 
sage were blocked up ; each individual was pommelled by the 
person that happened to be behind him. This communication 
produced noise and exclamation ; clouds of smoke rolled upwards 
into the apartment, and terror sat on eimi'y brow ; wdien Peregrine, 
fiot'ing no jirospect of I'ctrcating by the door, opened one of the 
windows, a.nd fairly leaped ujlo the street, where he found a crowd 
of peoi)lc assembled to contribute their assistance ni extinguishing 
the ilames. Several members of the college followed his example, 
and happily accomplished tlicir escape ; the chairman himself, 
being unwilling to use the same expedient, stood trembling on the 
lirink of dofv'^oiib, dubious of his own agility, and dreading the con- 
se(iuenco of such a leap, when a chair happening to pass, ho laid 
hold oil the opportunity, and, by an exertion of his muscles, pitched 
upon the toj) of the carriage, which was immediately overturned in 
the kennel, ^fco the grifivous annoyance of the fare, which happened 
to he a certain effeminato beau, in full dress, on his way to a private 
assembly, * 
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This pliantom, hearing the noise overhead, and feeling the shook 
of being overthrown at the same time, thought that some whole 
tenement had fallen upon the chair, and, in the terror of being 
crushed to pieces, uttered a scream, whkh the populace supposed 
to proceed fri)m the mouth of a woman, and therefore went to his 
assistance ; while the chairmen, instead of ministering to his occa- 
sions, iio/iooiK^’ recollected themselves, than they ran in pursuit of 
their overthrower, who, being accusttnned to escapes from bailifl’s, 
dived into a dark alley, and, vanishing in a trice, was not visible 
to any living soul until ho appeared next day on Towci--hill. 

Tile humane part of the mob, who bestirred themselves for the 
relief of Uie supposed lady, no sooner perceived their mistake iu 
the aiipoaranco of tlie beau, who started around liini with horror 
and atfright, than tlieir compassion tvas changed into mirth, and 
they began to pnss a great iiviny iiunavouiy jokes upon his mis- 
fortune, which yicy now' discovered no inclination to alloviato ; 
and lie found liiniself very unccunfovtably beset, when Pickle, 
pitying liis siftiatinii, interposed in his belialf, and prevailed upon 
the chairnicn to carry him into the house of an iqiotliccary in iho 
noiglibourhood, to whom his misclianoo pioved a very advantageous 
accident; for the friglit operated so *vi(*lcntly upon liis nerves, that 
Jie w'as seized wit-li a delirium, and lay a whole fortnight deprived 
i>f his senses ; during which period ho was not neglected in point of 
medicines, food, and attendance, but r<*yally regaled, as appeared 
by the c()ntout.s of liis landlord’s bill. 

Our adventurer, having seen this unforiunatu beau safely Iiouscd, 
returned to the scene of the other calamitj^ wdiich, as it was no other 
than a fonl chimney, .soon yielded to the eiuleavuiirs of tlie family, 
and was happily overcome, without any other bad consequence tliaii 
fix at of alarm mg tlie neighbours, disturbing the college, and dis- 
onlering the brain of » beau. •Eager to be accpiainted w’itli the 
particular constitutions of a soeietyt which seemed to open upon 
liim Viy degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to ap]>eav at the next inoel- 
ing, when several jietitioiis were laid before the board, in behalf 
of those members who W'cre contined in the prisons of the Fleet, 
Marshalsea, and King’s nciicli. As those unhappy authors ex- 
pected nothing from tlieir brethren but advice and good ofliccs, 
w'hich (lid not concern tlio^puracj, tJie memorials were considered 
with great care and liuriiaiiity ; and, upon this occasion, Perogrino 
had it in his power to maiiiFost his iiiipoitaiice to the community ; 
for he happened to bo acquainted with the cieditor of one of the 
prisoner^, and knew that gentleman’s severity was owing to his 
resentment at the behaviour of the debtor, avIio liad lamiiooned 
him in print, bciauae lio refused to comply w'ith a fresh demand, 
after he had lent him money to the amount of a considerable sum. 
Our young gentleman, therefore, understanding that the author 
was penitent, and disposed to make a reasonable submission, pro- 
mised to employ his influence with the creditor toward.^ an accom- 
modation ; and in a few days actually ohtaineif his release. 

The social duties .being discharged, the convorpatiou took a 
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general turn, and several new productions were freely criticised ; 
those especially which belonged to authors who were either uncon- 
nected with, or unknown to, the college. Nor did the profession of 
stage-pliiyiiig cscnjio the coguiaanco of the asso\nbly ; a deputation 
of llie most jiidjcious members being sent weekly to each theatre, 
witli a view of making remarks upon the performance of tho actors. 
Tlio censors for tlio preceding week were accordinf(ly called upon 
to give in tlieir report ; and the play which tliey had reviewed was 
“Tho llovenge.” 

“Mr. Q said tho second censor, “Lake him all in all, is 

cortriinly the most coiiii)lete and uiiblomished performer that over 
appeared on our stage, notwitlistandiug the blind ador.\tion which 
is paid to his rival. 1 went two nights ago with an express design 
to criticise his action ; 1 could find no room for censure, but intinite 
subject for admiration and applause. In Pierre he is groat, in Othello 
excellent, but in Zanga beyond all imitation. Over and above the 
distinctness of pronunciation, the dignity of attitude, and expression 
of face, his gestures are so ju.st and sigiiificaut, that 1 man, though 
utterly bereft of the souse of hearing, might, by seeing him (.>iily, 
understand the nuianiiig of every word he speaks. Sure nothing c^in 
be more excpiisile than his maunor of tolling Isabella how Alonzo 
behaved, when ho found the incendiary letter wdiich she had drojipod 
by tho Moor’s direction ; and when, to crown his voiigoanco, he dis- 
covers liimself to be tho contriver of all tlie mischief that had hap- 
pened, ho manifests a perfect masterpiece of action, in pronouncing 
these fo)ir little monosyllables, ‘ Know, then, ’twas 1.’ ” 

Poregriiio, having eyed the critic some minutes, “T fancy,” said 
he, “your praise must be iroiucal ; because, in tho very two situa- 
tions you mention, I think I have seen that player out-hcrod 
Herod, or, in other words, exceed all his otlier extravagances. Thb 
intent ion of the author is, that UiaMoor sli^iuld communicate to hia 
coniidant a piece of informatipn contained in a few linos, wdiicli, 
doubtless, oiiglit to bo repeated witli an air of eagerness and satis- 
faction, not with the ridiculous grimace of a monktiy, to which, 
inothought, his action bore an iutimate resemblance in uttering 
this plain sentence : — 


— — lie tfjok l» up ; 

Hut scarce was it uufoldeil tt» hia sight, 

When he, as if arrow pierced his eye. 

Started, and trembling dropp’d it on the gromiU. 


In pronouncing the first two words, this egregious actor stoops 
down, and seems to take up something from tho ; then, pro- 
ceeding to ifepeab what follows, mimics the manner of unfolding a 
letter ; when he mentions the simile of an arrow piercing tlie- eye, 
ho darts bis forefinger towards that organ ; then recoils with great 
violence wli^n the word ‘ started ’ is expressed ; and when, he comes 
to ‘ tremblttig dropp’d it on the ground,’ ho throws all his limbs 
into a tremulous emotion, and shakos the ynaginary paper from 



CRITICISM. 507 

his liAiid. The latter part of the description is carried on with the 
same minute gesticulation while he says : — 

Pule and aghast awhile iny victim etood, 

Dlspriiised a sigh ov two, and pfklTd them from him ; 

I'hen Tiibb'd liia brow, and took It up again. 

The play^’s cti^inteiiancc assumes a wild strive, lie sighs twice most 
piteously, as if ho wei o on the point of sutlociitioii, scrubs his fore- 
head, and, bending liis body, apes the action of siiatcbing an object 
from the flour. !N(U' is tins dexterity of dumb show omitted when 
lie coiieludea Jiis intimaiion in these three lines 


At fiiHt he look'd as if in: mt'ttiiL to uaJ it ; 
lJut, check’d by rising fcaiH, lif cinshM it ihus. 

And thrust it, like an addrr. lu his bosom, 

FTcro the judicious performer imitates the confusion and concorn r>f 
Alonzo, seems* to cast his eyes upon hometbiiig, from which they 
are immediately withdrawn with liorror and precipitation, ihen, 
shutting Ills list with a violent sviucezo, as if he intended to malvo 
immediate aiiplication 1 o Isabella’s nose, he rams it m hisovvnhcsoin 
with all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the nifuiiicr. 
Wore the ]>layer debarred the use of speeifli, and »>hligod to act to 
the eyes only of the audience, this mimicry might be a iiocesBaiy 
conveyance of his mojining ; but when lie is at liberty to signify 
his ideas by language, nothing can be more triviril, forced, un- 
natural, and antic, than this suiierfluoiis muniiiiory. Not tliat I 
would exclude from the ropiesentation the graces of action, with- 
out which the choicest sentijuents, clothed in the most cx<iuisito 
expression, would appcjiv unaiiiiiialed and insipid; but tlu se are 
as ditliirent from this ridiculous ^urlesiiiio as is the demeanour of a 
Tiilly in the rostrum ^rom the tricks of a Jack-jmdding on a 
mountebank’s stage ; and, for the tfuth of what I allege, 1 ajipeal 
to the observation of any person who has eonsiilciod the elegance of 
attitude and propriety of gesture as they are universally acknow- 
ledged in the real characters of life. Indeed, I have known a 
Gascon whose limbs were as eloquent, as Ins tongue ; he never nicu- 
iioned the word sloop witl^^nit reclining his head upon his hand ; 
when he had occasion to talk of a horse, he always started up an«l 
trotted across tljo room, except when*lie was so situated that he 
could not stir without incommoding the comjiany, and in IJiat caso 
he contented himself with neighing aloud ; if a dog hai>pencd to be 
the subject of his conversation, he wagged his tail, and grinned in 
a most significant manner ; and one day ho ex pressed his desire of 
going backwardl with such natural imitation of his jwrpose, that 
everybody in the room firmly believed he IumI actually overshot 
himself, and fortified their nostrila accordingly ; yet no man ever 
looked upon this virtuoso to be the standard of propriety in point 
of speaking and deportment. For my own part, I fcoufess the 
player in question would, by dint of these qualifications^ make a 
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very good ligure iii the character of Pantaloon’s lacquey, in the 
entertMiinnciit of ‘ Perseus and Andromeda/ and perhaps might ac- 
(juiro some reputation by tuniing ‘ The Revenge ' into a pantomine ; 
ill which case I would advise him to come upon the stage provided 
witli a handful of flour, in order to besmear his face when ho pro- 
nounces ‘ pale and aghast,’ &c., and methinks ho ought to illustrate 
the adder with a hideous hiss. Puit let us now corao to ,tho other 
situation, in whicli this modern ^liisopus is supposed to distinguish 
liiinsolf so much, — I mean the same ecJaircissfi.mcnt comprehended 

ill ‘Know, then, ’twas 1.’ His manner, 1 owui, maybe altered 

since 1 ivas prosoub at the representation of that performance ; but 
certain T am, when 1 belield Iiim in that critical conjuncture, his 
behaviour appeared to me so uncouth, that I really imagined ho 
was visited l)y some cpile]>tic distenqicr, for he stood tottering and 
gasping for the space of two ininutcs, lilic a man suddenly struck 
with the palsy ; and, aft(‘r various distortions a\id side-shakings, 
as if he had gut fleas in his doublet, heaved up from his lungs the 
letter /, like a huge anchor from foul ground.” 

This criticism w:vs acceptable to the majority of the college, who 
had no great veneration for tlie ])layer in (picstion ; and his 
admirer, without making any reply, asked in a whisper of tho 
giiiitlomaii Avho sat next to him if Pickle had not oJi’ored some 
production to the stage and met wdtli a repulse. 


('ll U’. XCV —Tilt' younj; (roritloman n to a VirtiU;^') of the first Oiiler, iinrt 

(‘••in money's Y(lp«T. 

llirjir.ii To I^ercgrino luul jivofcsscd himself an author, without 
reaping the fruits of that occupatioii, except the little fame he liad 
acquired by lii.s late satire ; lijit now he tnought it high time to 
Avoigh ‘'solid i)U(l«iiiig against empty [iraise ; ” and therefore engaged 
witli some booksellers in a cerLaiii translation which ho obliged 
himself to peiforni for the consideration of two hundred pounds. 
The articlosS of agreement being drawn, ho began his task with 
great eagerness, i-ose early in the morning to his work, at which he 
laboured all day long, w^ciit abroad wiUi the bats in the evening, 
and appeared in the coflce- house, where ho amused liimsclf with 
the now.s[iapors and con vers, 'ttioii till nine o’clock then he retired 
to his own ajiartmcnt, aiid, after a slight rejiast, betook himself to 
rest., that ho might be able to unrooat with the cock. This sudden 
change fnrni his former way life agreed so ill with his disposition, 
that, for the lirat time, he was troubled with tlatulcnces and indiges- 
tion, which produced anxicl.y and dejection of spirits, and the nature 
of his situation began iii some measure to discompose his brail), — a 
discovery which ho no sooner made than ho had recourse to tho 
advice of a young iihysician, who was a member of the college of 
authors, anf at this time one of ogr hero’s most intimate acquaint- 
ance, 
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The son of ^sculapius, having considered his case, imputed his 
disorder to the right cause, namely, want of exercise ; dissuaded 
him from such close application to study until ho should ho 
gradually familiarized to a sedentary life ; advised him to enjoy 
his friend and his bottle in moderation* and wean himself from 
his former customs by degrees ; and, above all things, to rise 
immediately after his lirst sleep, ami exercise himself in a morn- 
ing’s wallA Irforder to render this last part of the iircscription 
the more palatable, the doctor promised to attend him in these 
early excursions, and even to introduce him to a certain personage 
of note, who gave a sort of public breakfasting to the minor virtuosi 
of the age^ And often employed his interest in beludf of those who 
jlroperly cultivated his countenance and ap])robatioii. 

This proposal was extremely acceptable to our young gentleman, 
who, besides the advantage which nr.ght accrue to him from such 
a valuable connection, foresaw mucli entertainment and satisfac- 
tion in the discowse of so many learned guests, 'rho occasions of 
his health ami interest, moreover, coincided in another circum- 
stance ; the minister’s levee being kept betimes in the morning ; 
so that he could perform lus walk, yield his atbeudanco, and break- 
fast at this philosophical lioard, without cncreachmg a great deal 
upon his other avocations Measures being thus preconcerted, the 
physician c(^nductod our adventurer to the house this celebrated 
sage, ti) wdiom ho recommended him as a gentleman of genius and 
taste, who craved the honour of his ac(|iiainl,aiice ; but ho had 
previously smoothed the w^ay to his introdiictit»n by representing 
Perogi'ine as a young fellow of great andiition, spirit, and address, 
who could not fail to make a figure in the w orld ; iliat, Ihorefore, 
he would be a creditable a<Ulitioii to the snb»)rdinatcs of such a 
l^itron, and by his qualifications, intrepidity, and warmth of 
temiier, turn out a ooiisummatc^ herald of his fame. Upon these 
considerations ho met Vith a most engaging reception from the 
entertainer, who was a w’cll-bred maif, of some hiarning, generosity, 
and taste ; but his foible was the desire of being thought the 
iniiiiitablo pattern of all three. 

It WMB wdth a view to acquire and support this character, that 
his hou-so W'as open to all those who had any preteiiHioiis to 
literature ; consequenily, lic^ w'as surrounded by a strange vai-iety 
of pretenders ; but none were discouraged, because he knew' that 
even the most insignificant might, in •r'omo shape, conduce to the 
propagAtioii of his praise. A babbler, though he caiiiud run upon 
the scent, may spring the game, and, by his yelping, helji to fill up 
the cry :• no wonder, thou, that a youth of Pickle’s acconijilishmcnti 
was admitted, and even invited into the ])ack. After having 
enjoyed a very ‘short private audience in the closet, •our young 
gentleman was shown into another room, where half a dozen of 
his fellow-adherents waited for tlicir Mmcenas, who in a few 
minutes appeared with a most gracious aspect, received the com- 
pliments of the morning, and sat down to bieakfast i& the midst 
of them, without any further ceremony. 
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Tho conversation at first turned upon the weather, wliich was hi- 
veatigatod in a very i»liilos<>phical manner by one of the company, 
who seemed to have consulted nil the barometers and thermometers 
that ever wore invented, before he would venture to affirm tliat 
it was a chill morning. This subject being accurately discussed, 
tho chief iiujuivcd about tho news of the learned world ; and 
hia inclination was no sooner expressed, than every guest opened 
Ins mouth, in order t.<i gratify his curiosity : but he *that first 
ca[)tivvited his alteiihon, was ;i meagre, shrivelled antiquary, who 
looked like an animated iiiuuimy, winch had been scMuched among 
the sands of the desert. Mo bold the patron, that lie had by acci- 
dent met with a uujdal, which, thoiigli it was JefaceJ by time, 
he would veni are to jiroiioiiuce a gonuinc anthjiie, from the ringing 
amt tasl.c of tlie metal, as well as tho colour and coni])Ositic»ii of the 
rust : so saying, lie produced a piece of copper coin, so conanmed 
and disguised by ago, that scarce a vesligo of tlio impression w'aa 
to bo jierccivod. Nevertheless, tins connoisseur firol ended to dis- 
tinguish a face in profile, from which he cfuicbided that the piece 
w'as nf the rjqier Empire, and on tho reverse lie endeavoured to 
point, out the bulb of the spear, and part of tho ]>arazoniijm, which 
were tho insignia of the Uoman Viitus, togetlicr witli t.he fragment 
of one fold of the multicium in wliich she was clothed. Ho like- 
wise l\ad discovered an angle of the letter N, and, at some distance, 
an entire I : fiom these circuinstancoa c<»n jecturing, and indeed 
concluding, that (be medal was struck by Severus, in lioncuiv of 
the' victory bo ba<l obtained over his rival Niger, after he had 
forced the passe.s of M<Mint Taurus. 7’liis criticism sccmicd very 
satlsfacioiy to tlie oiitortaiiier, who^ having oxaiuinod the coin bu 
the help of bis spectacles, pltuul^^ disciuiied the particulars which 
tho owner had nicnlioiicd. and was 2)lea.sed to term his account of 
the matter a very ingenious explaiwtion. ^ 

'I’he curiosity avh.s tirculatod through tho hands of all present, 
and every virtuose', in his turn, licked the copper, and rang it 
upon the hearth, doclarin.r his assent to the judgment which had 
been jn'ououncod. At length it fell under the iiLspcction of our 
young gentleman, who, though no antiquarian, was very well 
{icquaintcd with the current coin of his own country, and no 
sooner east his eyes upon the valuabloki antique, than he afiirmcd, 
w'ithout lio.'»itatioii, that it was no otlicr than the ruins of an 
English larthiiig, and that sshne spear, pavazoiiium, and mult-icium, 
the remains of tlie emblems and drapery with wduch the figure of 
Britannia is <leliiioated on our copper money. This hardy assevera- 
tion seemed to disconcert the patron, wdiilc it incensed tho medalist, 
who, grinuiiig like an enraged baboon, “What d^’yo tell mo of a 
brass farbhiKg ? ” said he. “Did you ever know modern brass of 
such a relish I Do bub taste ii, young gentleman : and sure I. am, 
if you have ever boon conversant with subjects of this kind, you wall 
find as wide a difference in the savour betw^een this and an EngHah 
farthing, as? can possibly bo perceived betwixt an onion and a 
turnip : besides, this medal has the true C^)rinthian ring ; then 
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tho attitude is upright, whereas that of Britannia is reclining 
and how is it possible to niiatako a branch of palm for a para- 
zonium ? ” 

All the rest of the company espoused the virtuoso’s side of the 
question, because the reputation of eafih was concerned. Tho 
patron, tindiiig himself ii> the same circumstances, assumed a 
solemnity of feature, dashed with a small mixture displeasure, 
and told Peregrine, that as ho had not made that branch of litera- 
ture hia particular atudy, he waa not surprised to see him mis- 
taken in hia opinion. Fickle iininediately understood the reproof. 
Thoiigli he waa shocked at the vnnity or infatuation of his enter- 
tainer an»l fellow-guests, he asked pardon for his presumjition, 
which ivatf accordingly excused, in consideration of his inex- 
perience ; and tho English farthing dignified witli the title of a 
true antique. 

The next person that acldicoSctl foiiisolf to tho chief was a 
gentleman of a very mathematical tmn, who valued liim.‘<clf upon 
the improvoin^its ho had made in severtil domestic machines, and 
now presented tho plan of a new contrivance for cutting cabbages 
in such a iiianuor as would secure tho stock against the rott.ing 
lain, and enable it to jirodnco a plentecais after-crop of delicious 
sprouts. In this imyiortant maclnno ho had united the whole 
meclianic ])owevs, witli such massy complication of iron and wood, 
that it could not have boon [’moved without the assistance of a 
lioi’BO, and a road made for the convenience of the drauglit. These 
objection.s were so obvious, that they occurred at first sight to the 
inspector-general, who greatly oommoiuled the invention, which, 
he observed, might be ap}>liod to several other useful purposes, 
could it once bo rendered a little more portable and commo- 
i\;oiis. 

The inventor, who had not foreseen these diftioulties, was not 
prepared to surmount. ti!om ; but he took the hint in good jiart, 
and promised to task his abilities aftew, in altering tho construc- 
tion of his design. Not but that, ho unclor^vent some severe inmy 
from the rest of the virtuosi, who complimonted him upon tho 
momentous iinprovemenb ho had made, by whieli a family might 
save a dish of greens in a quarter for jso trifling an expense as 
that of purchasing, workint^ and maintaining such a stupendous 
macliine ; but no man was ever more sarcastic in his remarks upon 
this piece of mechanism than the naturalist, who ii(5Xt appcaleil 
to[the patron’s approbation for a curious disquisition ho had made 
touching the procreation of muck-flies, in which he had laid down 
a curious method of collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs 
of these insoqts, even in the winter, by certain modifications of 
artiflcial heat. The nature of this discovery was no siioner com- 
municated, than Peregrine, unable to contain him.self, Wcas seized 
with 'a fit of laughter, which infected every jieraon at the table, 
the landlord himself nob excepted, who found it inqiossible to 
preserve hia wonted gravity of face. • t 

, Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify tho philosopher, 
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wlio, aftet Some pause, during which indignation and disdi^iin wer^ 
painted in his countenance, reprehended our 'young gentleman for 
his unpliilosophical behaviour, and undertook to prove that tlio 
subject of his impiiry was of infinite consequence to the progress 
and increase of natural knowledge : but ho found no quarter from 
the vengeful engineer, who now retorted his ironical coinplimenfs, 
with great emphasis, upon this hotbed for the generation of vermin, 
and advised him to lay the whole process before tho ’Royal Society, 
wliicli would, doubtless, present him with a medal, and give him 
a place among their memoirs, as a distinguished jiromoter of the 
useful arts. “If,” said lie, “you had employed your studies in 
finding out some effectual metliod to destroy tliose insects which 
prejudice and annoy mankind, in all probability you must have 
boon contented Avith the contcmidation of the good you had done ; 
but this ciii'ious ex])edient for multiplying nuiggots will surely 
entitle you to an honourable rank in the list of learned philoso- 
phers.” — “1 don’t wonder,” replied the natundist, “that you 
should he so much averse to the propagation of iiiriccts, because, 
in all likelilioud, you arc afraid that they will not leave you a 
cabbage to cut down with tliat same miraculous machine.” — “Sir,” 
answered the mechanic, with great bitterness of ' oice and aspect, 
“if the cabbage he as liglit-headcd as some muck-worm pliiloso- 
phers, it will not bo wortli cutting down.” — “ I never dispute iqion 
cabbage wdth the sou of a cucumhor,” said the tly-lireeder, alluding 
to the pedigree of his antagonist, who, impatient of the allront, 
started up with fury in his l(>ok.s, exclaiming, “ ’iSdeath ! meauing 
mo, sir ? ” 

Here the patron, perceiving things drawing towards a rupture, 
interposed his autliority, re’oukiiig them for their intemperance, 
and rccommcndiug to tlum amity and concord against the Gothr 
and Vandals of the age, who took all oppoitAiiiities of nMiculing 
and discouraging the adherents of knowledge and ])hilosophy. 
After this exhortation Uiey had no pretence tor carrying on the 
disjuite, which was dropped in all appearance, though the mechanic 
still retained his rosentineut, and, after lireakfast, when the com- 
pany broke up, accosted Ids adversary in the street, desiring to 
know how he durst be so insolent as to make that scurrilous reflec- 
tion upon his family. The fly-faiiciet, thus questioned, accused 
the mathematician of having been the aggressor, in likening his 
head to a light cabbage ; aiol hero tlie altercatioiv being renewed, 
the engineer proceeded to the illustration of his mechanics, tilting 
up his hand like a liaLince, thrusting it forward by way of lever, 
embracing the natnr.ili.st's nose like a wedge betwixt two of his 
fingers, and turning it lound witli the momentum of a screw 
or peritroelduni. Had they been obliged to decide the dispute 
with equal arms, the assailant would have had great advantage 
over the otjier, who was very much his infeiior in muscular 
strength ; but the philosopher, being luckily provided with a cane, 
no sooner disengaged himself from this opprobrious application, 
than he handled his weapon with great dexterity about the head 
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and shoulders of his antagonist, who, finding this shower of blows 
very di-sagreeable, was fain to betake himself to his heels for 
shelter, and was pursued by the angry victor, who chased him from 
one end of Lh(* street to Llie othei’, affording mispeakablo satisfac- 
tion to the nuiJtitudo, as well as to oiir hero and to his intrnduotor, 
who were spectators of the whole scene. 

Thus \);as oi*r adventurer initiated into the society of yelpcirs, 
though he did not as yet fully understand the nature of his oflico, 
which w'as ex]dained by I be young physician, who chid him fiu’ 
his blunt behaviour in the case of the medal ; and gave him to 
understand, that their patron’s favour was neither to be gained nor 
preserved* bj^ any man that would ]>retend to convict him r)f a mis- 
take ; he therefore counselled him to respect this foible, and culti- 
vate the old gentleman with all the /e.d and veneration wdiich a 
regard to his own character wcjiiM pi'.rmit him to pay. This task 
was the easier tc\ one of our young genilciniiu’s idiaiit disposition, 
because the virtuoso’s behaviour was absolutely free from that 
insolent self-c?mceit which he could not bear witlumt disgust ; the 
senior was, on the contrary, mild and bonelicent ; and ricUle was 
rather iileased than shocked at his weakness, because it llattered bis 
vanity w'ith the sup])osition of his own superirir sense. C’aiiLioned 
in this manner, Peregrine jirotited so much hy his insinuating 
qualifications, that in a very little time lui was looked upon as one 
of the chief favourites of the patron, t<j whom he dedicated a small 
occasional yioom ; and everybody believed lu‘< would rcaj) the fruits 
of his attachment among the first of the old gentleman’s dcjicndonts. 


®ie\r XCVI Ptrcgniio, riiullng liimsolf iK’Klprtod 115” Sir Stpndy Slccrwc ll, fxprstiilatCM 
witli linii in ft liptler , In coiis-rquonco ot j^lnch ho ih foilml hiB lloiiHi', lORPsliis IViielon, 
and incurs the oiiarpc of liUniiy. 

Tms prospect of success, together with his expectations from the 
minister, whom ho did not neglect, helped to comfort him under 
the reverse of fortune which he had undergone, and the uncertainty 
of the lawsuit which he still maintained for the recovery of his 
ten thousand pounds. The lawyers, indeed, continued to drain his 
pocket of money, while tU^y tilled his brain uith unsubstantial 
hope ; and ho Avas actually obliged to borrow money from his lio<;k- 
sellcr, on tluj strength of the translation, in order to satisfy the 
demands of those ravenous harpies, ratlier than lay the misan- 
thropo under any difficulties, or have leeouiso to Iiis friend Hatch- 
way, wlio lived at the garrison, entirely ignorant of his distress. 
This was riotiatjUll alleviated by tlu‘ arrival of the Tiidiaman, in 
which ho had A^entured seven hundred pounds, as we Ifave already 
observed ; for he was given to understand that the borrower was 
left dangerously ill at Bombay w'hen the ship sailed, and that his 
chance of retrieving hi« money was very slender. , 

So situated, it is not to be suppo.sed that he had led a life of tran- 
quillity, though he mjde a shift to struggle iMth the remonstrances 
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of miisfortuno : yob such a gush of affliction would sometimes rush 
upon Ilia thought, as overwhelmed all the ideas of his hope, and 
sank him to iho very bottom of despondence. Every equipage 
that passed him in tlie street, every person of rank and fortune 
that occurred to his view, recalled the gay images of his former 
life with such mortifying reflection as stabbed him to the very 
soul. fJu lived, therefore, incessantly exposed to ail the' pangs of 
envy and disquiet. When I .say envy, I do not mean that sordid 
passion, in consequence of which a man repines at his neighbour's 
success, howsoever deserved ; but that self- tormenting indignation 
which is inspired by the prosperity of folly, ignorance, and vice. 
Without the intervening gleams of enjoyment, which ho telb in the 
conversation of a few friends, he could not have supported his 
existence, or, at least, he must have suffered some violent discom- 
posure of tlic brain : but one is .still finding some circumstance of 
alleviation, even in the worst of conjunctures ; and Pickle was so 
ingciiiouB in those rescarcho.s, that he maintained *{i good battle 
with disappcdiitment, till the revolution of the term at which he 
had received his pension of throe hundred pounds. 

llinvever, seeing the day elapse without touching his allowance, 
notwithstanding his significant method of {)re.senting hinuself at 
the luini.ster’s leveo, 'vvhen the year was cxj)ifcd ho wToto a letter 
to Sir Steady, reminding him of his situation and promise, and 

S him to understand, that hi.s occasions were such as com- 
him to demand his .salary for the ensuing year. In the 
niorning after this letter w-as conveyed, the author went to his 
honour'}! house, in expectation of bfing admitted by particular 
order ; but was mistaken m liis hope, the luinister not being visible. 
He then made his ap}ieaiance at the leveo, in hopes of being 
closeted ; but though ho took a^l op] )ort unities of watching Sir 
Steady’s eyes, be could not obtain ono glance, and bad tlie jde^surc 
of seeing him retire, without being favoured with the least notice. 
Those circumstances of ■wilful neglect were not over and above 
agreeable to our young boro, who, in i.lie agonies of vexation and 
resentment, went home and composed a most acrimonious remon- 
strance to his hcjiiour ; in consequence of wliich, he was not only 
deprived of all pretensions to a i)rivato audience, but 3xpressly 
denieil admittance on a public day, by Sir Steady’s own order. 

This prcfbibition, which tannounced his total juin, filled him’ 
with rage, liotTor, and despair : ho insulted the porter who signified 
the minister’s command, threatening to chastise him upon the spot 
for his presumption, and vented the most virulent imprecations 
upon his master, to the astonishment of those who chanced to 
enter during this conference. Having exhausted ‘himself in these 
vain exclamations, ho returned to his lodgings in a most frantic 
condition, biting his lips so diat the blood ran from his mouth, 
dashing liis head and fists against the sides of his chimney, and 
weeping wfth the ino.st bitter expressions of W'oo. Pipes, whose 
perception had been just sufficient to let him see that there Waa 
some difference between the present and the former situation of his 



nCftLE’S ATTEMPT UPON PIPES. 


515 


tnaster, overhearing his transports, essayed to enter his apartment, 
nrith a view of administering consolation ; and finding the door 
locked on the inside, desired admittance, ^protesting, that otherwise 
ho would down with the hulk-head in the turning of a hand-spike. 
Peregrine ordered him to retire, on jKun of his displeasure, and 
swore that if. he should offer to break open the‘ door, ho would 
instantly *81100? him through tho head. Tom, without i^iyiifg the 
least regard to this injunction, set Jiimself to work immediately. 
His master, exasperated at his want of reverence and respect, 
which, in hia present paroxysm, appeared witli tlic most provoking 
aggravation", ilew' ijito Jiia elnsot, and snatching up one of his 
fistols, already loaded, no sooner saw his valet enter the apartment, 
in coiisecjucnce (jf having forced tho lock, than he presented full at 
his face, and drew' the trigger, lla'ppily the priming Hashed in 
tho pan, without cojiimuiiie iliug with the charge ; so that liis 
furious purpose} did not take eJlect upon tho comllouance of honest 
Pipes, who, tUsregardful of the attempt, though ho Iviiew tho con- 
tents of tho i)ieee, asked, without the least alteration of foatinv, if 
it must 1)0 foul weather through the whole voyage. 

J^eregriuo, mad as he w'as, repented of his mischievous intent 
against such a faithful adherent, in tho very moment of executirni ; 
and had it provcjd fatal, according to the design, in all in’obahility 
he w’ovild have apidied another to his owui head. There are certain 
eonsidcratioii.s that strike upon the mind witli irresistible force, 
even in tho midst of its distraction ; the momentary recollection 
of sumo particular scone, occasioned liy the features of the devoted 
victim, hath^)floii struck tlic dagger from the arjsassin’s hand. By 
such an impulse w'as l^ipes protected frr>m any repeated effort of 
his master’s rage ; tho friendly cause of his i>resoiit disobedience 
Hashed up<m the conviction o^ J^regrine, when he beheld tho 
rugged front of his valet, in wdiich al|o abiod disclosed his long anrl 
faithful service, together w'ith the reconuncndati\)n of tlie deceased 
commodore. Tliough his w'rath was immediately .suppressed, and 
his heart torn with remorse for what he had done, his brows 
reiuairied still contracted ; and, darting a most ferocious regard at 
the intruder, “ Villain I ” .said he, “how dare you treat me with 
such disrespect V # 

“ Why shouldn’t I lend a hand for the pre.scrvation of tlio ship,” 
answered the nnr.iifl[led Pipes, “when there is more sail tlian ballast 
aboard,* and the pilot quits the helm in despair ? What signiHcs 
one or two broken voyages, so long as our timbers are strong, and 
our vosBcl in good trim ? if she loses upon one tack, mayhap sho 

may gain upon t’other ; and I’ll be d d, if one day or other w o 

don’t fetch up oifr lee- way : as for tho matter provisidli, you have 
started a pretty good stock of money into my hold, and you aro 
welcome to hoist it up again when you wool.” 

Here Tom was interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Crabtree, who, 
seeing Peregrine with a pistol in his hand, and such wild disorder 
in his looks, his head, bands, and mouth besmeared with blood, 
and moreover smelling the gunpowder which had been burnt, 
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actually believed he had either committed, or was botit upon 
murder, and accordingly retreated down stairs Avith iufinito 
despatch. All his speed could not convey him without the reach 
of Pipes, Avho, overtaking him in his passage, carried liini back 
into his niaater’s apartment, observing, by the way, that this was 
no time to sheer oft*, Avhen his consort stood in need of his assistance. 

There was something so ruefully severe in the ^ounti'nance of 
Cadwallador, thus conipollcd, that at any other time our hero 
would have laughed at his concern ; but at present there Avas 
nothing risible in his disjiosition : he had, however, laid aside lus 
])istol, and endeavoured, though in vain, to compose his internal 
ilisturbanco ; for ho could not utter one syllable to the niiftanthrope, 
but stood staring at him in silence, with a most delirious aspect. 
This did not tend to dispel the dismay of his friend, who, after 
some recollection, “I Avonder,” said he, ‘‘that you have never 
killed your man before. Pray, hoAv may you ha\V3 disjiosed of the 
body?” Pickle, liaviiig recovered the faculty of sjjecch, ordered 
his lacquey out of the room, and, in a most iiicoiicrent detail, 
made C/rabtreo acquainted with the perfidious conduct of the 
minister. 

The confidant Avas very glad to find his fears disappointed, for 
he really concluded that some life was lost. Pereoiviiig the youth 
too much agitated to he treated by liim in his usual style, ho owned 
that Sir Steady was a rascal ; encouraged IMckle Avith the hope of 
* being one day a]»le to make reprisals upon him : in tlic mean time 
ofl'ered him money for liis immediate occasions, exhorted him to 
exert his (»wn qualiticalions in rendering himself indepeudonb of 
such miscreants, and finally counselled him to represent his wrongs 
to the nobleman whom he had formerly obliged, with a view of 
intore.sting that peer in his behalf, or at least of obtaining a satis- 
factory explanation from the mini&ler, thaty he might take no pre- 
mature measures of revenge. » 

These admonitions Avoro so much milder and more agreeable 
than our hero expected fiom the misanthrope, that they had a very 
favourabh* eticct upon hi.s transports, which gradually subsided, 
until he became so tractable as to promise that he Avould coiifonn 
to his advice ; in consequence of Avhich, he next morning Avaited 
upon his lordship, Avho received him ^ery politely, as usual, and 
with great jiatience heard Jiis conifdaint, Avluch, by the bye, he 
could not repeat without some hasl.y cbullitiohs of passionate 
resentment. This peer, after having gently disaj^proved of the 
letter of expostulation, which had produced such unfortunate 
effects, kindly undertook to recommend his cjiso to the minister, 
and actually performed his imunise that same day, hen Sir Steady 
informed him, to his utter astonishment, that the poor young 
gentleman Avas disordered in his brain, so that he could not* pos- 
sibly be provided for in a place of importance, with any regard to 
the service^; and it ^could not be expected that he (Sir Steady) 
would support his extravagance from his own private purse : that 
he had inneed, at the solicitation of a uoblfcman deceaseil, made 
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him a present of three hundred pounds, in consideration of some 
loss that he pretended to have sustained in an election ; but, since 
that time, had perceived in him such iiM^isputable marks of lunacy, 
both by his distracted letters and pcrsoiud behaviour, as obliged 
him to give order that ho should not be admitted into the house. 
To corroborate this assertion, the minister actually called in the 
evidence ?>f lii^uwn porter, lunl one of the gentlemen of liis house- 
hold, who had heard the execrations that escaped our youth, when 
he iirst found himself excluded. Tii sh(»rt, the nobleman was 
convinced that Peregrine was certainly and hovd Jidc mad as a 
March hare’; and, by the help of tliis intimation, began to recollect 
.'5ome symptoms of distraction which appeared in his last visit : 
he remembered a certain incoherence in his sp.eech, a violence 
of gesture and wildness of look, that now evklcntly denoted 
a disturbed understanding , and ho ilctermined, for his own 
credit and security, to disentangle himself from such a dangerous 
acquaintance. • 

With this view, lie, in imitation of Sir Steady, commanded iiis 
gate to be shut against our adventurer ; so that when he went to 
know the result of his lordshiji’s conference with the minister, the 
door was flung in his face, and tlic janitor told him, through an 
iron grate, that he needed not give himself the trtmble of calling 
again, for hia lord desired to be excused from seeing liim. Mo 
spoke not a word in answer to this declaration, whicli he imme- 
diately imputed to the ill ^iflicea of the minister, against whom ho 
breathed dofiaiice and revenge in his w'ay to the lodgings of Cad- 
wallader, wht), being made acquainted with the manner of his 
reception, begged he would desist from all schemes of vengeance, 
ijntil he (Crabtree) should be able to unriddle the mystery of the 
whole, which ho did not dou^t of unveiling, by means of hia 
acquaintance wdtli a faifiily in which his lordship often spent the 
evening at whist. • 

It was not long before he had the desired opportunity : tlie 
nobleman, being under no injunctions or obligation to keep the 
aflair secret, discovered tlie young gentleman’s misfortuno, by way 
of news, to the first company in which ho haj>poned to be ; and 
Peregrine's name was not so obscure in the fashionable w'orld, but 
that his disorder became the general topic of conversation for a 
day ; so that his friend soon partook of j the intelligence, and found 
means "to learn the particulars oi the minister’s information, as 
above related. Nay, ho was in danger of becoming a proselyte to 
Sir Stoad3^’s opinion, w'hen he recalled and compared every circum- 
stance which, he knew of Pickle’s impatience and impetuosity. 
Indeed nothing ^inoro easily gains credit than an im^mtation of 
madness fixed upon any person whatsoever ; for, when the suspicion 
of the world is roused, and its observation once set at work, the 
wisest, the coolest man ui^n earth, will, by some particulars in hia 
behaviour, convict himself of tlie charge : every singularity hi his 
dress and manner (and such are observable in every person), that 
before passed unheecNd, now rises up in judgment against him, 
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with all the exaggeration of the observer’s fancy ; and the sagacioua 
examiner perceives distraction in every glance of the eye, turn of 
the finger, and motion of the head : when he speaks, there is a 
strange jjeculiarity in his argument and expression ; when ho holds 
his tongue, his imagination teems with some extravagant reverie ; 
liis sobriety of demeanour is no other than a lucid interval, and hia 
passion mere delirium. ^ 

If people of the most sedate and insipid life and conversation are 
subject to such criticisms, no wonder that they should take place 
upon a youth of Peregrine’s fiery disposition, which, on some occa- 
sions, would have actually justified any remarks of this. kind which 
his greatest enemies could make, lie ivas accordingly represented 
as one of those enterprising bucks, who, after having spent their 
fortunes in riot and excess, are happily bereft of their undorsLand- 
ing, and consequently insensible of tho want and disgrace which 
they have entailed upon themselves. Cadwallad^r himself was so 
much affected with the report, that for some time he hesitated in 
his deliberations upon our hero, before he could prev^lil upon him- 
self to communicate to him the information ho had received, or to 
treat him in other respects as a man of .sound intellects. At 
length, however, he ventured to make Pickle actiuaintod with the 
l)articulars ho had learned, imparting them with such caution and 
circumlocution as ho thought necessary to prevent the young gen- 
tleman from traiisgi'ossiiig all bounds (if temper and moderation ; 
bub, for once, lio w'as agreeably deceived in his y)j*ogTiostic. lu- 
cen.sed as our hero was at tho conduct of tlio miuistcv, ho could 
n(»t help laughing at tho ridiculous aspersion, which,, ho told his 
friend, he would soon refute in a manner that should not be very 
agrccaldc to hia calumniator ; observing, that it was a common 
pj'acticc wdth tlie state-pilot thus to shaiidor those people to whoih 
lie lay under oldigatious which Sie had tiio miiid to discharge. 
“True it is,” said Peregrine, ho has succticded more than once 
in contrivances of this kind, having actually reduced divers people 
of weak lionds to such extremity of despair, as hath issued in 
downright, distraction, wliereby he was rid of their importunities, 
and his judgment contirmed at the same time ; but I have no^v, 
thank Heaven, attained to such a pitch of pliilosoidiical resolution 
as will support me against, all his machinations ; and I will forth- 
with exhibit the monster to the public in hisj true lineaments of 
craft, perfidy, and ingratitude.” 

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. Pickle had amused 
himself during the researches of Crabtree ; and by this time it so 
effectually flattered his imagination, that he believed he should bo 
able to bring his adversary, in spite of all his pi^wer, to his own 
terms of submission, by distinguishing himself in the list of thosjp, 
who, at that period, wrote against the administration. Nor was 
this scheme so extravagant as it may seem to be, had not lie over- 
looked onaMTiaterial^ circumstance, which Cadw^allader himself ^id 
not recollcci when ho approved of this project. 

While he thus n>edit;s»ted vengeance, the fame of Ins disorder, in 
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due course of circulation, reached fcho cars of that lady of quality 
whose memoirs appear in this volume. The correspondence with 
which sho had honoured our hero had been long broken oiF for tho 
refiflon already advanced, namely, liis dread of being oxpt)8ed i(j 
her infatuating charms. He had been candid enough to make her 
awiuainted with tho cause of exiling himself fi'om her presence ; 
and she adirytted tho prudence of self-restraint, although eho 
would Iiave been very well satisfied with tho continuance of his 
intiuiacy and convei-sation, which were not at all beneath the 
desire of any lady in tho kingdom. Notwithstanding this intov- 
riiption, slip still retained a friendship and regard for his character, 
^ind felt ail the affliction of a humane heart at the news of his niis' 
fortune and deplorable distemper. She had soen him courted and 
cultivated in the sunshine of his prosperity ; but she know, from 
sad oxperienct!, hoiv all th^so insect followers shrink away in the 
w' inter of distress. Her compassion represented him as a poor, 
unhappy lunatic* destitute of all the necessaries of life, dragging 
about tile ruilia of human nature, and exhibiting the spect.icle of 
blasted youth to the sconi and abhorrence of liis fellow-crcabuios. 
Aching with these charitable considerations, she found means l-o 
loaru in wdiat part of tho town ho lodged ; and, laying aside nil 
supcrtluous coroinony, went in a hackncy-chair to liis door, which 
was opened by the cver-faithful Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the features of his trusty 
follower, whom she could not help loving in her heart for his 
attachment and fidelity, which, after she had applauded with a 
most gracioijs commendation, she kindly iiiquircd after the efcato of 
his master’s health, and asked if ho -was in a condition to be seen. 
Tom, who could not suppose that the visit of a fine lady ivould be 
tiiiacceptablo to a youth of Peregrine’s complexion, made no verbal 
reply to the question ;^but, beckoning her ladyship with an arch 
eigiiificanco of feature, at which could not forbear smiling, 
w'alked softly up stairs ; and she, in obedience to the signal, 
followed her guide into the apartment of our hero, whom sho found 
at a writing-table, in the very act of composing a onlogium upon 
his good friend Sir Steady. The nature of his work had animated 
his countenance w'ith an uncommon degree of vivacity ; and, being 
dressed in a neat deshabillt, his figure could nob have appeared to 
more advantage in the eye of a person who despised .the tinsel of 
unnficpssary oriiamclit. She ivas extremely well pleased to sec her 
expectations so agreeably disappointed ; for, inste.ad of the sgiialid 
circumstances and wretched looks «attending indigence and dis- 
traction, everything was decent and genteel, and the patient’s 
aspect such as betokened internal satisfaction. Hearing the rust- 
Ihi^ of silk in his room, he lifted up his eyes from the •paper ; and, 
seeing her ladyship, was struck with aBtonishmenb and awe, as at 
the unexpected apparition of some supernatural being. 

Before he could recollect himself from his confiwion, which 
called the blood into his cheeks, sho told liiin*that, on %he strength 
qf old acquaintancGjiBhc was como to visit hiiib though it was a 
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long time since he had given her good reason to believe he had 
absolutely forgotten tliat there was such a person in being. After 
having made the most warm acknowledgments for this unforeseen 
honour, he assured her ladysliip that the subject of her reproach 
was not his fault, but rather his very great misfortune ; and that, 
if it had been in his power to forget her so easily as she seemed to 
imagine, he should never have given her cause to» tax him with 
^vant of duty and respect. 

Still dubious of his situation, she began to converse with him on 
dilibrent subjects ; and he actpiittcd himself so well in every par- 
ticular, that she no longer doubted his having been misi»cpresented 
by the malice of his enemies ; and candidly told him tho Cause and 
intent of her coming, lie was not deliciout in cxj>rcssions of grati- 
tude for this instciiicc of her generosity and friendship, which oven 
drew tears from his eyes. As to the imputation of madness, ho 
explained it so much to her ladyship’s satisfaction, l.hat she 
ovuleiitly perceived lie had been barbartiusly dealt with, and that 
tho oliarge was no other tlian a most vdlanoiis aspersion. Not- 
wdthstandiug all his endeavours to conceal the true state of his 
finances, it was impossible fur him to give tliis detail without dis- 
closing some of tho difticiilbies under whicli he laboured ; and her 
ladyship’s sagacity divining the rest, slio not only made him a 
tender of assistance, but, presenting a bank-note for a considerable 
sum, insisted upon his acceptance of it as a triQing mark of her 
esteem, and a specimen of what she was inclined to do in his 
behalf. Rut this mark of her benevolence he would by no means 
receive ; assuring her, that, though his affairs were at present a 
little perplexed, he had never felt tho least circumstance of distress, 
and begging that she would not subject him to the burthen of such 
an unnecessary obligation. * 

Being obliged to put up with Ihis refiasal, she protested she 
would never forgive him, should she over hear that he rejected her 
offer when ho stood in need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, 
he should not apply to hor friendship, if ever he should find him- 
self incommoded iu point of fortune. An over delicacy in this 
respect,” said she, “ I shall l(x>k upon as a disapprobation of my own 
conduct ; because I myself have been <^bliged to have recourse to 
my friends in such emergencies,” Theke generous remonstrances 
and marlvs of particulai* friendship could not fp-il to make a deep 
impression upon tho heart of our hero, which still smarted* from 
the former impulse of lior charms : he not only felt all those trans- 
ports which a man of honour and sensibility may be supposed to 
feel upon such an occasion ; but the sentiments of a more tender 
pas>sion awaking in his breast, he could not help expressing him- 
self in terms adapted to the emotions of his soul : and at length 
plainly told her, that w^ero lie disposed to bo a beggar, he would 
ask something of infinitely more importance to liia peace than the 
charitable aMistance she had proffered. 

Her ladysftip had too much penetration to mistake his meaning ; 
but, she did not choose to encourage his adranoes, pretended to 
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interpret his intimation into a general conipliinont of gallantry, and 
in a jocose manner, desired he would not give her any reason to 
believe his lucid interval was past. “In faith, my lady,*’ said he, 
“ I perceive the fit coming on ; and I dbn’t see why T may not use 
the privilege of my distemper, so far as to declare myself one of 
your most passionate admirers.” — “If you do,” .replied her lady- 
ship, “ I^slialUnot be fool enough to believe a madman, unless I 
were assured tliat your disorder proceeded from your love ; and 
that this was the case I suppose you will find it difficult to prove.” 
-■“Nay, madam,” cried the youth, “I luive in this drawer what 
will convince you of rny having been mad uu that strain ; and, 
«ince yon*doubt my pretension, you must give mo leave to produce 
my testimonials.” Wo .saying, he opened an esctiitoiro, and taking 
out a paper, presented her with the following song, wliich he had 
written in her jn-aise immedial ely after he was made acquainted 
W'itli the particuhirs of her story 


1 . 

Whilo, Wliit fond rapture and aware, 

On tliy tr&uaceudent charms I Kazr, 

My (aiitlous kuuI ossaya in vain 
Her peace hud freedom to maintain ; 

Yet let that blooming form divine, 
Where giace and barnioiiy cornbino ; 
Those eyes, like geiiml oibs that movp, 
Dlepenaing gladness, Joy, and love, 

In all their pump assail my view. 

Intent iny iKisom to subdue, 

My breast, by wary maxims steel'd, 

19ol all those charms «hali force to yield. 


II. 


But when, Invoked to beauty'H aid, 

I ace the enllght^i’d soul display'd ; 

Thatljoul so sensibly sodatc 
Amid the storms of fr^^vard fate ; 

Thy gouius active, strong, and clear ; 

Thy wli sublime, thungb not severe ; 

'Pbe social ardour, void of art. 

That glows within thy candid heart 
My spirils, strength, and sense decay ; 

My resolution dies away ; 

And, every faculty opprobs’d, 

Almightyijlovc invades my breast ' 

He^ liiclyship havTng perused this p'i-oduciion, “Were 1 inclined 
to be suspicious,” said .she, “I should believe that 1 had no share 
in producing this composition, which seems to have been inspired 
by a milch more amiable object. Ilowover, I will take your word 
for your inton t^pn, and thank you fur tho unmerited compliment, 
though I have met wuth it in such an accidental manifer. Never- 
theless, I must bo so free as to tell you, it is now high time for you 
to contract that unbounded spirit of gallantry, which you have in- 
dulged so long, into a sincere attachment for the fair Emilia, who, 
by all accounts, deserves tho whole of your attention lind regard,” 
His nerves thrilled mention of that name, which he never heard 
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pronounced without agitation. Rather than undergo the conse- 
quence of a convor.siiti(»n upon this subject, ho chose to drop the 
tlieiiic of love altogetlior, and industriously introduced some other 
toj)ic of discourse. t. 


Chai'. XCV’IL—He wncea against the Minister, by whose liibtigatiuq he is prested, and 

My lady having prolonged her stay beyond the period of a coni- 
inon visit, and repeated her })rotestaiions in the most frank and 
obliging manner, took her leave of our adventurer, wlj.o promised 
to ]^ay liis respects t() her in a few days at her own house. Mean- 
while he resumed his task ; and, having finished a most severe 
I’cinons trance against Sir Steady, not only with regard to his private 
ingratitude, but also to his mal-ad ministration of public affairs, ho 
sent it to the author of a weekly pajier, who had been long a jiro- 
fessed reformer in polities ; and it apiioared in a very few days, with 
a note of the publisher, desiring the favour of further iSorrespondenco 
with the author. 

I'he animadversions contained in this small e,s3ay were so spirited 
and judicious, and a great many new lights thrown upon the 
Hubjocb with such perspicuity, as attracted the notice of the public 
in an oxlraordiiiary manner, and helped to raise tb(3 character 
of the paper in which it was inserted. The minister was not 
the last who examined the performance, which, in spite of all his 
boasted temper, provoked him to such a degree, that he set his 
emiswriries at work, and, by dint of corruption, procured a sight of 
the manuscript in Poregnno’a own hand-writing, whidi he imme- 
diately recognised ; but, foi fiirtlior confirmation of his opinion, he 
coiiqiared it, with the two letters which he had received from oiiV 
adventurer. Had ho known tliociyonng (gentleman’s talents for 
(lecla.’uation 'wme ao acute, p^jrhaps ho ivould never have given 
liim cause to complain, but employed him in the vindication of his 
own measures ; nay, he might still have treated him like some 
other authors whom ho had brought over from the opposition, had 
not the keenness of this first assault incensed him to a desire of 
revenge. Ho therefore no sooner made this discovery, than he 
convoyed liis ilircctioiia to liis dependent, the receiver-general, 
who was pi'i^seased of Pickle’s nofe. Next day, wliile our author 
stood within a cirelo of Ifts Jicquaintance, At a certain .coffee- 
house, liolding forth with great eloquence u])ou tlie diseases 
of tile state, he was accosted by »a bailiff, who entering the room 
with five or six followers, told him aloud, that he had' a writ 
against him for twelve hundred pounds, at the suif of Mr. Ravage 
(lleaimm. ‘ 

The whole company were astonished at this address, which did 
not fail to discompose the defendant himself, who, as it were in- 
stinctively, jn the midst of his confusion, saluted the officer across 
the head with his cane ; in consequence of which application he was 
surrounded and disurnied in instant by tjie gang, who caY;riod 
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liiin off to tho next tavern in the most opprobrious manner. Nor 
did one of the spectators interpose in his behalf, or visit him in his 
confinement with the least tender of advice or assistance ; such is 
the zeal of a coffee-house friendship. JThis stroke was the more 
severe upon our hero, as it was altogether unexpected ; for ho had 
utterly forgotten the debt for wliich he was arrested. His present 
indignation w^s, however, chiefly kindled against the bailiff, who 
had done his office in such a diares])ectful man tier : and the first 
use he made of his recollectirm, in the house to wliicli they con- 
ducted him, was to chastise him for the insolence and indecency 
of his beliayiour. 'J'liis task ho performed witli his bare lists, every 
ptlior weapon being j)rcviouyly conveyed out of his reach ; and the 
delinquent underwent his discipline vvitli siiiquisiiig paiioiico and 
resignation, asking pardon with great hnmilityy and protesting, 
before (Sod, that he had never vvilbngly and wittingly used any 
gentleman with ill manners ; but Ijad been commanded to arrest 
our adventurer according to the express direction of tlio creditor, 
on pain of fm^citiug hk-t place. 

By this dcclaratuai Peregrine was appojiscd, and, out oi a 
delirium of jiassion, waked to all the horrors of reflection. All the 
glory of his youth was now eclipsed ; all the blossoms of hi.s hope 
were blasted ; and ho saw' himself doomed to the miseries of a jail, 
without the least prospect of eulargeniont, except in the issue of 
his lawsuit, of whioli ho had for some time past grown less and 
Iciss confident every day. What w'ould become of the unfortunate, 
if the constitution of the mind did not permit them to bring one 
pas.sion inta the field against another ? passions, that operate in 
the human breast like poisons of a diircrcnt iiaturo, extinguishing 
each other’s eifeot. Our hero's grief reigned in full despotism, 
ftutil it Avas dc])osed by revenge ; during tlio predominancy of 
AA^hicli he considered ev^rythinj^ which had liapjiencd as a circum- 
Htanco conducive to its gratification.^ “ Jf I must be a prisoner for 
life,” s.'iid he to bimstdf, '‘if I must rcliiKpiihU all my gay expecta- 
tions, let me at least have the satisfaction (>f clanking my chains 
SI as to interrupt the repose of my advcisary ; and let me scaicli 
in my own breast for that peace and oontontment which 1 have 
not. been able to find in all the scenes of my suc*ccas. In being 
dcbichcd from tlic Avorld, Hshall be delivered from folly and ingrati- 
tude, as well as exempted from an cxxieiiKo, which loBHould have 
found ,it very ditiictdt, if not iiiqiracwcablc, to suj)port : 1 shall 
have little or no temptiAtion to misspend iny time, and nioro 
undisturbed opportunity to earn subsistence and prosecute 
my revenge. After all, a jail is tlie best tub to wdiich a cynic 
philosopher can Retire.” 

In consequence of these comfortable reflections, ho Sent a loiter 
to Mr. Crabtree, with an account of his misfortune, signifying his 
resolution to move himself immediately into the Fleet, and desiring 
that ho would send him some understanding attorney of his acquaint- 
ance, who would direct him into the steps flecessary^o bo taken 
tpv that purpose, JCbe misanthropo^ upon the receipt of thia 
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intimation, went in person to a lawyer, whom he accompanied to 
the sponging-lioiise, whither the prisoner had by this time retired. 
Peregrine was, under the auspices of this director, conducted to the 
judges’ chamber, where Ho was left in the custody of a tipstaff; 
and, after having paid for a warrant of habeas corpus, by him 
conveyed to the Fleet, and delivered to the care of the warden. 

Here ho was introduced to the lodge, in which Lc was obliged 
to expose himself for a full half-hour to the eyes of all the turn- 
keys and door-keepers, who took an accurate survey of his person, 
i-hab they might know him again at first sight ; and then he was 
turned loose into the place called the master’s side, having given a 
valuable considcraticjii for that in-ivilege. This is a large range 
of building, containing some hundreds of lodging-rooms for the 
convenience of the prisoners, who pay so much ]jer week for that 
accommodation. In short, this community is like a city detached 
from all coinmimicatioii with the neighbouring parts, regulated 
by its own laws, and furnished with peculiar coij^voniences for 
tlie use of tlic inliabitaiits. There is a coffoc-liousc lor the resort 
of gentlemen, in wdiich all sorts of Ikpiors are kept, ami a public 
kitchen, where any (juantity of meat is sold, at a very reasonable rate, 
or any kind of provision boiled and roasted gratis, for the poor 
prisoners : nay, there are certain servants of the public, who are 
obliged to go to market, at tlio pleasure of individuals, without fee 
or reward from those who employ them. Nor ani they cooped up, 
so as to be excluded from the benefit of fresh air, there being an 
open area, of considerable extent, adjacent to the building, on 
which they may exercise themselves in walking, skktles, bowls, 
and a variety of other diversions, according to the inclination of 
each. 

Our adventurer, being cadmilted a denizen of this community, 
found himself bewildered in the midst of Jslrangci-s, who, by their 
appe.'irance, did not at all prcp(»ssoss him in their favour ; and, 
after having strolled about the place with liis friend Cadwallader, 
rexiaired to the coffee-house, in rirder to bo further informed of the 
peculiar customs which it was necessary for him to know. There, 
while ho endeavoured to pick iiij intelligence from the bar-keeper, 
lie was accijstcd’ liy a ]>er.son in canonicals, avIio very civilly asked 
if he was a new-oomor '^ Being answered in the affirmative, ho 
gave him the salutation of w^dcouie to the society ; and, with great 
hosiiitality, undertook to initiate him in the constitutions of the 
brotherho<id. This humane clergyman gave him to understand, 
that his first care ought to be that (jf securing a lodging ; telling 
him there was a certain number of apartments in the prison let at 
the same price, though some were more commodioas than others ; 
and that when the better sort became vacant, by the removal of 
their possessors, those who succeeded in point of seniority had the 
privilege of occupying the empty tenements, preferable to the rest 
of the inhabitants, howsoever respectable they might otherwise be : 
that when the jail was very much crowded, there was but one 
chamber allotted for two lodgers; bqt this wus not considered ae 
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any great hardship on the prisoners, because, in that case, there 
was always a Riifficient number of males who willingly admitted the 
females to a share of their apartments and beds : not but the time 
had been wlien this expedient would •loot answer tlie occasion, 
because, after a couple had been quartered in every room, tliero 
was a considerable residue still unprovided with lodging ; so that, 
for the tyne b^ing, the last comers w^cre obliged to take up their 
habitation in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment most miserably fur- 
nished, ill which they lay promiscuously, amidst tiltli and vermin, 
until they could be better accommodated in due course of rotation. 

Peregrine, healing the description of tliis jdace, began to be very 
impatient* about his night’s lodging ; and the parson, perceiving 
his anxiety, conducted him, without loss of time, to the warden, 
who forthwith })ut him in posses.sioi) of a paltry chamber, for w'hicli 
he agreed to pay half-a-cro'»vn :j This point })eing settled, 

his director gavejiim an account of tlio diflerent niethod.s of eating, 
either singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary ; and advised him to 
choose the hiftt, as tlie most reputaldc, oireriiig to introdiico him 
next day to the b<'st company in the Fleet, who alwaiys dined 
together in public. 

Pickle, having ihauUed this gonlleniau for his civilities, and 
promised to bo governed by liis advice, invited him to pass the 
evening at his apartment ; and, in tlio m(3aiL time, shut himself up 
with Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the wre(;k of his aiFairs. 
Of all his anijile fortune, nothing now remained but Ida wardrobe, 
whicli was not very suniptnous, about thirty guineas in casli, and 
the garrisoi^ which the iiiisaiitlirope counselled him to convert 
into ready money for his present subsistence. I’liis advice, how- 
ever, ho absolui.cly rejected ; not only on account of his having 
Already bostow'cd it upon Hatchway during the term of liis natural 
life, but also with a view of rctftiiiiiig some memorial of the com- 
modore’s generosity; he proposed, Jl-he ref ore, to finish in this re- 
treat the translation which he had undertaken, and earn his future 
subsistence by lal)f)ur of the same kind. He desired Cadwallader 
to take charge of his moveables, and send to him Buoh linen and 
clothes as he should have occasion for in his confinement. But, 
among all his dilHculties, nothing embarrassed him s«> iiiiich as In's 
faithful Pipes, whom ho c§iild no longer ontertam in his service. 
He knew Tom had made shift to pick up a compciriiey in the 
course, of his nmiisfration ; but that fcflectioii, tliough it in some 
measure alleviated, could not wholly prevent the inortilication lie 
should suffer in parting with an atFectionate adherent, who was by 
this time become as necessary to him .as one of his own members, 
and who was isorficcustomed to live under Ills command^ and protec- 
tion, that he did not believe the fellow could reconcile himself to 
any other way of life. 

Crabtree, in order to make him easy on that score, offered to 
adopt him in the room of his own valet, whom he woi^ld dismiss ; 
though he observed, that Pipes had been quite* spoiled ift our hero’s 
service. But Peregrine did not choose to lay his friend under that 
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inconvenience, knowing that his present lacquey understood and 
complied with all the peculiarities of his humour, which Pipt-a 
would never bo able to Bt\xdy or regard ; he therefore determined 
to send liiin back to his shipmate Hatchway, with whom ho had 
spoilt the fore part of his life. These points being adjusted, the two 
frioiuls adjourned to the C(»ffoe-hou8e, with a view of inquiring into 
the character of the clergyman, to whose beneficeilrce oflr adven- 
turer was so much indebted. They learned he was a person who had 
incurred the displeasure of the bishop in whoso diocese ho was 
BCttlod ; and, being unequal in ])ower to his antagonist, had been 
cTrivoii to llio Fleet, in consotpience of his obstinate ‘opposition : 
though ho still found means to enjoy a pretty considerable income 
by certain irregular practices in the way of his function, which 
income was chiefly consumed in acts of humanity to his follow- 
creatures ill distress. 

Kis eiilogium was scarce finished, when ho entered the room, 
according to appointment with Peregrine, who, ordering wine and 
soniobliing for supper to be carried to his apartment, the triiiin- 
virato went thither ; and Cadwallador taking liis leave for the 
night, the two fellow prisoners passed the evening very sociably, 
our hero being ontortainod by his new companion with the jirivate 
history of the place, some particulars of which were extremely 
curuuis. Ho told him, that the iiersou who attended them at 
supper, bowing with the most abject servility, and worshipping 
him every time lie ojiened his moubli, with tlie epithets of your 
lordsliip and your honour, liad, a few years before, been actually 
a captain in the guards, who. after having run his cAl’eor in the 
great 'world, had tliroaded e/cry station in their community, from 
that of a buck of the first order, who swaggers about the Fleet iu 

a laced coat, witli a toobnian aqd w , to the degree of a 

tapster, in wliich he was now happily settled. “If you will take 
the trouble of going into the "cook’s kilclion,”, said he, “ you will 
perceive a beau metamorphosed into a turnspit ; and there are 
some hewers of wood and drawers of water in this microcosm, 
wlio have liad fore.sts and fish-ponds of their own : yet, not witli - 
standing such a miserable reverse of fortune, they arc neither 
objects of regard nor compassion, bec!|.use their misfortunes arc 
the fruits of the most vicious extravagance ; and they are abso- 
lutely insensible of the luisk^ry wliich is theiwlot. Those of our 
fellow'-suffercrs who have been reduced by undeserved losses, or 
the precipitation of inexperienced youth, never fail to meet with 
the most brotherly assistance, provided they belmve with decorum 
and a duo sense of their unhap^iy circumstances. Nor are we 
destitute of ^ower to chastise the licentious, who rMuso to comply 
with the regulations of the place, and disturb the peace of the 
community with riot and disorder. Justice is hero impartially 
administered by a court of equity, consisting of a select number of 
the jnost rfspectable. inhabitants, w^ho punish all offenders with 
equal judgment and resolution, after they have been fairly c6n- 
victed of the crimes laid to their charge. ^ 
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The clergyman, having thus explained the economy of the 
place, as well as the cause of his own confinement, began to dis- 
cover signs of curiosity touching our heK)’8 situation ; and Pickle, 
thinking he could do no less for the satisfaction of a man who had 
treated him in such a hospitable manner, favoured him with a 
detail of the circumstances which produced his Hrii)risonment ; at 
the same* tiintf gratifying his rescntuicnt against tho minister, 
which delighted in recapitulating the injuries he had received. 
The parson, whci had been iireposscsscd in favour of our youth at 
first sight, understanding what a considerable part he had acted 
on the stage of life, felt his venoration increase ; and pleased with 
tlio opportunity of introducing a stranger of his consecpience to 
the club, left him to his repose, or rather to riiiniiiato on an event 
which ho had not as yet seriously considered. 

T might here, in iinitatioji of some celebrated writers, furnish 
out a page or twe^with tho reflections ho made upon the instability 
of human affairs, tlie treachery of the world, and tho temerity of 
youth ; and endeavour to decoy the rea«lcr into a siiiilo, by srine 
(piaint obser\\ation of niy own, touching the sagacious morahscr : 
hut, besides that T look upon this pj-actico as an impertinent nnti- 
cijiaiion of tho peruser’s thoughts, I have too much matter of 
importance upon my hands, to give the reader the least reason to 
believe that I am driven to such paltry shifts, in order to eko out 
tho volume. Suflico it then to say, our adventurer })assed a very 
uneasy night, not only from tlie thorny suggestions his mind, 
bub likewise from tho anguish of his body, which suircrod from 
tho hardiicsa*of his couch, as well as from ^he natural in habitants 
thereof, that did not tamely suffer Ins intrusion. 

In tho morning he was W'aked by Pipes, who brcaight upon his 
shoulder a portmanteau filled ^u‘th ncccasaries, accor<ling to the 
direction of Oadw^alladcfl’ ; and, tossing it down ujion the floor, 
regaled himself with a quid, witlui^t the least manifestation of 
concern. After some pause, ‘‘You see, Pipes,” said his master, 
“to what I have brought myself.”— “ Ay, ay,” answered tho 
Videt, “if once tho vessel is ashore, what signifies talking? Wo 
must bear a hand to tow her (AT, if wo can : if she won’t budge for 
all the anchors and capstans aboard, after wo have lightened her, 
by cutting away her masts,* and heaving our guns and cargo over- 
board, why then, mne^hap, a brisk gak^ of wuiid, a tidtf, or current 
setting* from shore, may float Iier again in the blast of a w'histle. 
Here is two hundred and ten guineas by the tale, in this here 
canvas bag ; and upon this scrap of paper — no, avast — that's my 
discharge from the parish for Moll Truiullc—ay, liere it is— an 
order for thirty ♦pounds upon tho what-d’ye-call-*om ii» the city j 
and two tickets for twenty-five and eighteen, which I lent, d’y© 
see, to Sam Studding, to buy a cargo of rum, when he ludsted tho 
sign of the Commodore at St. Catherine’s.” So saying, he spread 
hS ’ whole stock upon the table, fur tho acceptance of ^Peregrine ; 
who, being veiy much affected with this fresh instance of his 
attachment^ expressed his satisfaction at seeing he had been .such- 
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a good economist, and paid his wages up to that very day- He 
thanked him for his faithful services ; and, observing that lie 
himself was no longer in a condition to maintain a domestic, advised 
him to retire to the garrison, where he would bo kindly received 
by his friend Hatchway, to whom he would recommend him in the 
strongest terms. 

Pipes looked blank at this unexpected intimation, to ;which lie 
replied, that he wanted neither pay nor provision, but only to be 
emidoyed as a tender ; and that he would not steer his course for 
the garrison, unless his master w^ould first take his lumber aboard. 
Pickle, however, peremptorily refused to touch a farthing of the 
money, which he commanded him to put up ; and Pipes was so 
inortilicd at his refusal, that, twisting th(3 notes together, he 
threw them into the lire without hesitation, crying, “ D — the 
money 1 ” The canvas bag, with its contents, would have shared 
the same fate, had not Peregrine started up, and, snatching the 
paper from the dames, ordered his valet to fortioar, on jiain o? 
being banished for ever from his sight, lie told hiiu that, for the 
present, there was a necessity for Ins being dismissed, and he dis- 
charged him accordingly ; but if lie would go and live quietly 
with the lieutenant, he promised, on the first favourable turn of 
his fortune, to take him again into his service. In the mean 
time, he gave him to umlerstand, that he neither wanted, nor 
would make any use of his money, which he insisted upon his 
pocketing immediately, on jiain of forfeiting all title to his favour. 

Pipes was very much chagrined at these injunctions, to which 
he made no reply ; but, sweei'ing the money into hisjiag, stalked 
off in silence, witli a look of grief and moitificatjou which his 
couiitenauco liad never exhibited before. Nor was the proud 
heart (»f Pickle unmoved upon this occasion ; bo could scarce sup- 
pre.ss his sorrow in the presence oi Pipes ;i and, as soon as he was 
gone, it vented itself in tears. 

Having no great plea.sure in conversing with his own thoughts, 
lie dressed himself witli all convenient despatch, being attended 
by one of the occasional valets of the place, wlio had formci’ly 
been a rich mercer in the city ; and tliis operation being perhiriuod, 
he went to breakfast at the coffee-house, where he happened to 
meet with his friend the clurgyinaii, and several fiersons of genteel 
appearance, ato whom the doctor introduced l^iim as a new mess- 
mate. By these goiitlemeif he was conductecl to a place, .where 
they spent the forenoon in playing at fives, an exercise in which 
our hero took singular delight ; and about one o’clock a court was 
lield, for the trial of two delinquents who had transgressed tlie 
laws of honesty and gtiod order. Tfie first who appeared at tlie 
bar was an attorney accused of having picked a gentleman’s 
pocket of his handkerchief ; and the fact being proved by incon- 
testable evidence, he received sentence, in consequence of which 
he was immediately carried to the public pump, and subjected to 
a severe cascade of cold water. This cause being discussed, they 
proceeded to the trial of the other offender, }\'ho was a lieutenant 
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of a man-of-war, indicted for a riot, which lie had committed in 
company with a female, not yet tiiken, against the laws of the 
place and tlie peace of his fcllow-prisonejs. The culprit had been 
very ohstreperoiis, and absolutely refused to obey the suniiuoiis, 
with many expressions of contempt and defiance against the 
authority of the court : upon which the constables were ordered 
to bring Jinn ♦to the bar, ri it armi.% and he was accordingly 
brought before the judge, after having made a most desperate re- 
sistance witli a hanger, hy which one of the oflicers was danger- 
ously wounded, 'riiis c.ntragc was such an aggravation of his 
crime, that .the court would not venture to decide uj)oii it, but 
iy.'niitted Iftm to the sentence of the warden, who, by virtue of bis 
dictatorial power, ordeiod the rioter to be loaded with irons and 
confined in the strong-room, which is a dismal dungeon, situated 
ii|)oii the side of the ditch, infested "jih toads and vermin, sur- 
charged with noisome damps, and impervious to tlie least lay of 
light. 

Justice bein§ done upon tlieso criminals, our adventurer and his 
company adjourned to the ordimiry, which was kept at the cotlce 
Inmse ; and ho found upon impnry that his niessinates c«)nsisted of 
one oflicer, two undcrw'iiters, three j-rojf‘ctoi\s, an alehyniist, au 
attorney, a par.son, a brace of jmets, a baronet, and a knight of the 
bath. The dinner, though not sumptuous, nor very elegantly 
served up, was nevertheless subslantial, and pretty well dressed ; 
the wine was tolerabh^, and all the guests as cheerful as if they had 
been utter strangers to calamity ; so that our adventurer began to 
relish the coigjainy, and mix m the conversation with that spright- 
liness and ease wdiicli wcie peculiar to liis dispositimi. The repast 
being ended, the reckoning paid, and j»art of the goiitlemeii w’ith- 
dfawn to cards or other avocations, those who remained, among 
whom Peregrine made one, agrettl to spend the afternoon in con- 
versation over a bowd of punch ; ar#l the licpior being ju'oduced, 
they passed the time very socially in various topics of discourse, 
including many curious anecdotes relating to tbeir own affairs. 
No man scrupled to owui the nature of the debt for wliich he was 
confined, unless it happened to be sumo piddling affair ; but, on 
the contraiy, boasted of the imjMirtance c)f the sum as a circum- 
stanco that implied his having been a person of conseiiuence in 
life ; and he who ina^e the most reiiiaijjvable escapes ffom bailiffs 
was looked upon as a man of superior genius and address. 

Among other extraordinary adventures of this kind, none w^as 
more romantic than the last elopement achieved by the oliicer, who 
told them he had been arrested for a debt of two hundred iJouiids, 
at a time when h^ could not command as many j)enco^ and con- 
veyed to the bailiffs house, in which he continued a whole fort- 
night,. moving his lodgings higher and higher, from time to time, 
in proportion to the decay of his credit, until from the parlour ho 
had made a regular ascent to the garret. There, whiles he rumi- 
nated on his next step, which would have been to the Marshalsea, 
and saw the night come on, attended with hunger and cold, the 

^ T 
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wind began to blow, and the tiles of the house rattled with the 
Ktorni ; his imagination was immediately struck with the idea of 
esc lying luipcrcoivod amidst the d.arkne8s and noise of tho tempest, 
by creeping out of the wkidow of his apartment, and making his 
way (»ver the tops of tho adjoining houses. Glowing wdth this 
prospect, he examined the passage, which, to his infinite mortifica- 
tion, he found grated with iron bars on the outside ; but even this 
ditliculby did not divert liini from his purpose. Cfinsciiius of his 
own strength, ho believed himself able to make a hole through 
the roof, which seemed to be slender and crazy ; and, on this sup- 
position, he barricaded the door witli the whole furnilure of tho 
room ; then setting himself to work with a poker, by in a few 
minutes effected a passage for his haiid, with which he gradually 
stripped oft’ the boards and tiling, so as to open a sally-port fc»r his 
whole body, througli which he fairly set himself free, groping his 
way toivards the next tenement. Here, however, he met with an 
unlucky accident ; his Iiat being blown oft’ liis head, chanced to fall 
into the court just as one of the baililTs followers wfs knocking at 
the door, and this myrmidon, recognising it immediately, gave the 
alarm to his chief, ivho running up stairs to the garret, forced open 
the door in a twinkling, noliWithstauding the precautions which 
the prisoner had taken, and with his attendant- pursued the fugitive 
througli his own track. ‘‘After this chase had continued some 
time,” said the officer, ‘‘to tho imminent danger of all throe, I 
found my progress suddenly stopped by a sky -light, through wliich 
I perceived seven tailors sitting at work upon a board. Without 
tho least hesitation or previous noiice 1 ] dunged among them witli 
my backside foremost. Before they could rocolledt themselves 
from the coiistern.itit)U occasioned by such a strange visit, I told 
them my situation, and gave them to understand that there was 
no time to be lost One of the iMimbcr Jaking tlm hint, led me 
instantly down st.air.^, and dismissed mo at the street door, wliilo 
tho bailiff and liis folL)wer, arriving at the breach, were deterred 
from entering by the brethren of my deliverer, w’ho, presenting 
their shears, like a rjinge of chemnx de friae, comiiiandod them to 
retire on pain of immediate death ; and tho cafcchpole, rather than 
risk his carcase, consented to discharge the debt, comforting him- 
self with the hope of making mo prisoner again. There, however, 
he was disiujpointed : I kept snug, and laughed at his escape war- 
rant, until I was ordered l.broad with the rdghuent, when I con- 
veyed myself in a hearse to Gravesend, where I embarked for 
Flanders ; but being obliged to come over again on the recruiting- 
service, I was nabbed on another score ; and all the satisfaction 
my first captor has boon able to obtjiiii is a writ of detainer, which, 
1 believe, <»ill fix me in this place until the parlianioiik in its great 
goodness, shall think proper to discharge iny debts by a new act 
of insolvency." 

Everybody owned that the captain's success was equal to the 
hardiness rlf his onttrpriso, which was altogether in the style of a 
soldier : but one of the merchants observed that ho must have been a 
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bailiff of small experience who would trust a prisoner of that con- 
sequence in such an unguarded place. “If the captain," said he, 
‘‘had fallen into ilie hands of such a cunning rascal as the fellow 
that arrested me he would not have foui^d it such an easy matter 
to escape ; for the manner in which 1 was caught is perhaps the 
most extraordinary that ever was practised in these realms. You 
must know, goiiblemen, 1 suffered such losses by insuring vessels 
during the wtfr that I was obliged to stop payment, tliough my 
expectations were such as to encourage me to manage one branch 
of business without coining to any immediate composition with my 
creditors. In short, 1 received consignments from abroad as usual ; 
and that 1 rtiight not be subject to the visits of those caichpoles, I 
Aever stirred abroad ; but tuining my first Hour into a warehouse, 
ordered all my goods to be hoisted up by a crane, fixed to the ui)per 
story of my house. Divers were the stratagems practised by those 
ingenious ferrets with a view cf decoying me from the walls of iny 
fortification. 1 received innumerable messages fiHuii i)ooplo who 
wanted to soe^me at certain taverns upon particular bnsinoss ; I 
was siiinuioned into the country to see my own niotlicr, who wa". 
said to be at the point of death. A gentlewoman one night was 
taken in labour on my tlireshold ; at another time 1 was disturbed 
W’ith the ery of murder in the street ; iAiid once I was alarmed by 
ii false fire : but being still ujioii my guard, 1 bi» tiled all their 
attempts, and thought myself (piite secure from their invention, 
when one of those blood-houuds, inspired, T believe, by the devil 
liimself, contrived a snare by wdiicli I was at last eiitraiiiied. ITo 
made it his business to inquire into the jiarticulars of my trallic ; 
and uuderst»inding that, among othei’ tliiiig.s, there were several 
clie.sts of Florence ontored at the custom-house ini my behalf, lie 
i^-dcred himself to bo enclosed in a box of the same dimensions, 
wit.h air-holes in the bottom Jor the benefit of breathing, and 
I^To, HI marked upon thereover ; and being conveyed to my door in a 
cart among other goods, was in l)is*tuin hoisted uj) to my ware- 
house, where 1 stood wuth a hammer, in order to 0 ]»en the chests, 
that I might compare the contents with the invoice. You may 
guess my surprise and cunstcnmtioii, wdion, upon uncoveiing the 
Ijox, I saw a bailiff roaring up his head, like Lazarus from the 
grave, and heard him declare that he liad a w rit against me for a 
thousand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the hammer at his liead, but 
in the hurry of nij^ confusion niisseiVu my mark ; bef?a’o I could 
rej^ieatthe blow lib started up with great agility, and executed his 
office in .sight of several evidences whom ho had assembled in tho 
street for that x>urpose, so that I could not possibly diseutanglo 
jnysolf from the toil without incurring an escape- w'arraut, from 
which I had no tirotection ; but had 1 known thix conlj^nts of tho 
cheat, by all that?s gc>c)d ! I would have ordered my porter to raise 
it up ‘as high as tho crane would permit, and then have cut the ropo 
by, accident." 

“ That expedient," said the knight with the^’cd ribhf|[i, “ivouUl 
have discouraged him from such hazarilous attempts for the future, 
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juid would have been an example in terrorem to all his brethren. 
The story puts me in mind of a deliverance achieved by Tom 
Hackaboiit, a very stuut, honest fellow, an old acquaintance of 
mine, who had been so fumoua for maiming bailifts, that another 
geiii Ionian, having been ill-used at a spoiiging-house, no sooner 
obtained his liberty, than, with a view of being revenged upon the 
landlord, lie, for rive shillings, bought one of Tom^s notes, wliicli 
sold at a very large discount, and, talcing out a writ upon it, put 
jt into the hands of the baihlf who had used him ill. The cateh- 
pole, after a diligent search, had an op])oriiinity of executing the 
writ upon the defend/iut, who, without ceremony, broke one of his 
arms, fractured his skull, and belaboured him in such a manner, 
that he lay without sense or motion on ilic spot. By sueh exploits 
this hero becaiiKi so formhlahle, I hat no single bailiff would under- 
take to arrest him ; so that ho aiipoared in all public places 
uutouch<3d. At length, however, several otlicers of the MarshaLsea 
court entered into a confederacy against him ami two of the 
number, attended by three dcs]>er.it.o followers, ventured to arrest 
liini one day in the Strand, near Hiiiigerford-market. He found it 
iuijiossihlo to make resistance, because the whole gang siirang upon 
him at once, like so many tigers, and pinioned his arms so fast, that 
ho could not wag a linger, l^ereeiving himself fairly overpowered, 
he desired to be conducted fortlnvilh to jail, and was stow'cd in a 
boat accor<lmgly. By that time they had reached the midille of the 
river, he found means to overset the wdierry by accident ; and every 
man, disregarding the iirisoner, consulted his own safety. As for 
Hackabout, to whom that element was (juite familiar, lie mounted 
astride upon the keel of tlio boat, which was iipiVennost, and 
oxhorte<l the bailitfs to swim for tlieir lives, jirotestiiig, before God, 
that they had no other elianco to be saved. r 

The w^■ltornlcll were luimodiatejy taken up by some of their owm 
friends, who, far from yielding any assistance to the catclipoles, 
kept aloof, aii<l exulted iu theii calamity. Tu bhnri, tw"!) of the five 
went to the bottom, and never saw the light of (lOil’s sun ; .and the 
other tliree with great dilKculty saved tliomselves hy laying hold 
on the rudder of a diing-harge, to which they were carried by the 
stream, while Tom, with great deliberation, swam across to the 
Surrey sliore. After this achievement, Jie was so much dreaded by 
the whole fraternity, tliat they shivered at the very mention of his 
name; aiul^tliis chariicter,i» which some people, would think an 
advantage to a man in debt, was the greatest misfortune that could 
possibly happen to him ; liecause no tradesman would give him 
credit for tlie least trifle, on the supposition that he could not 
indemnify liimself in the conmion course of law.” 

I'he parson did not aiq^rovo of Mr. Ilackab(5ut’s method of 
escaping, which ho considered as a very unchristian attempt upon 
the Jives of his fellow-subjects. “ It is enough,” said he, “ that 
we elude the laws of our country, without murdering the ofticers 
of justice. ^^jJTor my owui part, I can lay my hand upon my heart, 
and safely say that 1 forgive from my soul the fellow by whom I 
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was made a prisoner, although the circninst.'incoa of his behaviour 
were treacherous, wicked, and profane. You must know, Mr. 
Pickle, I Avas one day called into my ^diapel, in order to join 
a couple in the holy bauds of inatriinony ; and my aflairs being at 
that time so situated as to lay me under ai)preliensions of an arrest, 

I cautiously surveyed the man through a lattice, which w^as made 
for that pyrp(>f^', la^fore T would venture to come within Ins reaeh. 
He Avas clothed ni a soaman’s jacket and truwsers, and I)ad siicli an 
air of simplioitv in liis countenance as divested me of all siis])icir>u : 

1 therefore, Avithoiit further scruple, trusted myself in his presence, 
began to exercise the duty of iny function, and liad actually per- 
formed oncdialf of the ceremony, Avhen tlie ,sni»posed woman, 
pulling out a paper from her b(»som, exclaimed, aviUi a masculine 
voice, ‘Sir, you arc my prisoner: T have got a writ .against yon 
for five hundred pounds ! ’ I Ava:> Ijiuiulerstruck at this declara- 
tion, not so mui'h^on account of my own misfortune— Avhich, thank 
Iloavoii, I can bear with patience .and resignation — asattlio impiety 
of the Avretcli^ first, in disguising such a worldly aim under tlio 
cloak of leligion ; and, secondl}’^, in prostituting the service, when 
there A\’as no occasion fur so doing, his design having jii’cviously 
taken effect. Yet 1 forgive him, jxiov soul ! because ho knew nob 
Avhat ho did ; and I hope you, Sir Siui])le, Avill e^{‘l■t the same 
Christian virtue towards the man by whom you wore likewise 
overreached. *’ 

“ Oh ! d the rascal ! ” cried the kniglit ; “ Avero T liis judge, 

ho slmuld be condemned to flames everlasting. A \ illain I to dis- 
grace me in^siich a manner, before almost all the fashionable 
company in town. " Our lioro ex])re.s,sing a curiosjty to know the 
particulars of this adventure, the knight gratified his desire by 
tilling him that one evening, wliilo he Avas engaged in a party of 
cards, at a drum in the l*ouse of certain lady of rpialil.y, he was 
given to understand, hy one of the servants, that a stranger, very 
richly dressed, liad just arrived in .a chair. j)rocedcd by five footmen 
with flambeaux, and that he refused to come iiijslairs until he should 
be introduced by tSir Simple. Upon this notice, " (umtinued the 
knight, “I judged it Avas some of my quality friends ; and, having 
obtained her ladyshiii’s permission lo hiing him np, went down to 
the hall, and perceived a pofson Avhmn, t«) the best f»f iny recollec- 
tion, I had never s^en before, irowi^er, hi.s appeai^nce Avas so 
magnilkjent, that I could not harbour tlio least su.spicion of his true 
quality ; and, seeing mo advance, he saluted mo Avith a very genteel 
bow, observing that though he had not the honour of my acquaint- 
ance, he could nr»t dispense Avith w'aiting ui>ou me, even on that 
occasion, iii con^queiico of a letter which he had received froni a 
particular friend. So saying, he put a paper into my hand, inti- 
mating that he had got a writ against me for ten thousand pounds, 
and that it Avould be my interest to submit without resistance, for 
he was provided with a guard of twenty men, jsdio surryinded the 
door in different disguises, determiruHl to secure me against all 
opposition. Enraged ^t the scoundrel’s finesse, and trusting to the 
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assistanco of the real footmen aasemhled in the hall, * So, you aro a 
mscally baililf,’ said I, ‘who have assumed the garb of a gentle- 
man in order to disturb her ladyship’s company ? Take this, felloe, 
my lads, and roll him in tlie kennel : here are ten guineas for your 
trouble.’ Tliese words were no sooner pronounced, than 1 was 
•seized, lifted up, placed in a chair, and carried off in the twinkling 
of an eye : not bub that the servants of the house end spine other 
footmen made a motion towards my rescue, and alarmed all the 
company above ; but the bailiff' alKrniing, wdth undaunted effrontery, 
that I wa.s taken up upon an affair of state, and so many people 
apjiearing in his behalf, the countess would not suffer the supposed 
messenger to be insulted ; and he carried me to the eounty jail 
without further let or mole.station.” 


Ojiw XCVIir — Pitklo flornia tolora!)ly wi-ll reconcilrd to his C.'igo ; and is hy (ho 
Cit'rgvin.in piilortained with tlu* Momoirs of a noted lVrsouagu«i wltoiii Ijc secs by 
Acciilc^nl in tho Fleet. 

Tiif, knight had scarcely finished his narrative, when our hero was 
told that a gentleman in the ooffoo-room 'wanted to see him ; and 
when he weni; thither, he found hi.s friend Crabtree, wdio had 
transacted all liis affairs, according to tho dotermination of tho 
preceding day, and now gave him an account of the remarks ho 
had ovoi'lieard on tho .siibjoot of his misfortune ; for tho manner of 
the arrest was so jmblic and extraordinary, that tho, so who wore 
pvo.sont immediately prop igatcd it among their acquuntanoe, and 
it was that same evening discoursed upon at several tea and card 
tables, wiidi tliis variation from tho truth, that the debt amounted 
to twelve thousand iustead of twelve hiiudred pounds ; from whibh 
circumstfUiec it was con jeetured” that lYregrine was a bite from 
tho beginning, who had fouiul credit on account of hi.s effrontery 
and appearance, and imposed himself upon the town as a young 
gentleman of bu'tuno. They rejpiced, therefore, at his calamity, 
Avhich Micy considered as a just jiuiiislnnont for his fraud and pre- 
sumption, and began to re\iew certain particulars of his conduct 
that pLiinly demonstrated him to be a rank adventurer long 
before ho bad arrived at this end of hii career. 

Piclclc\ Vvho now believpd his glory was ^t for ever, received 
this intelUgonco wnth that disdain which enables a man to detach 
hiiii.solf effectually from the world, and, with great tranquillity, 
gave tho mi.santhropo an entertaining detail of what he, had seen 
and heard since their last im*ting. While they amused themselves 
in this inwincr over a dish of coffee, they were joined by the parson, 
who congratulated our hero upon hearing his mischance with such 
philosophic quiet, and began to regale the two friends with sotne 
curious circumstances relating to the private history of tho several 
l^risoners^. as they Jiappened to come in. At length, a gentleman 
entered, at the sight of whom the clergyman rose, up, and saluted 
him with a most reverential bow which was graciously retUtncd 
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T)y the Btranger, who, with a 3^ouiig man that attended him^ retired 
to the other end of the room. They wore no sooner out of hear- 
ing, than the coiiiinunicativc priest desired his company to tako 
particular notice of the person to whom* he had paid his respects ; 
*’ That man," said he, is this day one of the most flagrant instances 
of neglected virtue which the world can produce. Over and ahovo 
a cool, discojning head, fraught with uncomnioYi learning and 
experien*co, ho is possessed of such fortitude and resolution, as no 
(lithciilties can discourage and no danger imi)iiir ; and so inde- 
fatigable is his hiimaiiity, that oven now, while he is .surrounded 
siich^ embarrassments as w’onld distract the brain of any 
. ordinary jnortal, he has a<ldcd conBidorably to his encumbrances, 
by taking under his protection that 3'oinig gentleman, who, induced 
1)3" his character, appealed to liis honevolenco for. redress of the 
grievances under which h(3 labours from the villany of his 
guardian.” 

TViregriue’s cfliiosity being excited by this encomium, he asked 
the name of lUns generous patron, of which when ho was informed, 

I am no stranger," said he, to the fame of that gentleman, who 
has made a considerable noise in ilio woild, on account of that 
greats cause ho iiiidortook in defence of an unhappy orphan ; and 
since ho is a person of such an audahlo disposition, 1 am heartily 
sorry to Arid that liis endeavours have nob met with that success- 
ful issue which their good fortune in the beginning seemed to 
promise. Indeed, the circ. inn stance of his espousing that cause 
wfis so uncommon and romantic, and the depravily of the human 
heart so univor.sal, tliat some people, uiiac«iiiainted with his real 
cluajicter, imagined hi.g views were altogether selfish ; and somo 
were not wanting, wdio affirmed ho was a more adventurer. Nover- 
•theless, I must do him the justic.e to own, I Iiavo heard some of 
the most virulent ot tl^iso who#\vere coneorned on the other side of 
the question bear testimony in his favour, ob.serving, that ho was 
deceived into the expense of Liu? whole hy the jdausible •tor3^ 
which at fust engaged liis compassion. Your desciijition of his 
character confirms me in tho^same opinion, though 1 am rjuito 
ignorant of the affair : the jiarticulars of which I should be glad 
to learn, as well as a genuine account of his own life, many cir- 
cumstances of which aro„ by his enemies, I believe, egregiously 
misrepresented. " ^ 

‘^8ir,” answered the priest, ‘Hkut is a piece of satisfaction 
whicfi I am glad to find iny.sclf capable of giving you ; I have 

had the pleasure of being acquainted with Mr. M horn hie 

3mutlr; and everything which I shall relate concerning him, you 
Tna3' depend unon as a fact which hath fallen under my own cog- 
nizance, or boon vouched upon the credit of nlldoub^^i(l evidmico. 

Mr. M ’s father w'as a minister of the established church of 

Scotland, descended from a very ancient clan, and hia mother 
nearly related to a noble family in the northern part of that 
kingdom. While the son was boarded at a public whool, where 
ho made good progress in the Latin tonguo, his father died, and he 
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was loft an oi‘[»haii to the care of an uncle, who, finding him deter- 
mined against any servile cmj)loyment, kept him at school, tliat he 
might prcpai’e himself for th(5 university, with a view of being 
qualified for his father’s profession. 

“ Tlero his imagination was so heated by the warlike achieve- 
ments he found recorded in the Latin authors, such as Ciesar, 
Curtius, and Buchanan, th.it ho was seized with an irresistible 
thirst of military glory, and desire of trying his fortune in the 
anu}^. His majesty’s troops taking the fiehl, in consequence of 
the rebellion which happened in tlie year seventeen hundred and 
liftoeu, this young adventurer, thinking no life equal to that of a 
soldier, found moans to furnish himself with a fusil ami bayonotj 
and, leaving the scliool, repaired to tlie camp near Stirlii^g, with a' 
view of signalising himself in the field, though ho was at tliat lime 
but just tuniod of thirteen, fie offered his services to several 
ofticei’H, ill hope of being enlisted in their companies ; but they 
would not receive him, bccauvse they rightly cvicludcd that ho 
was some scliO(»l-hoy broke loose without tlie knowledjj[o or consent 
of his relations. Notwithstanding this discouragement, ho con- 
tinued in caiUj), curiously prying into every part of the service ; 
and such was the rosoliitiou conspicuous in him, even at such a 
tender age, that, after his small finances were exhausted, he per- 
sisted ill liis design ; and lieoause he w<»uld not make his wants 
known, actually subsisted for several days on hips, haws, and 
sloes, and other spontaneous fruits which ho gathered in the ivoods 
and fields. Meanwhile ho never faileil to bo present when any 
regimout, or corps of men, were drawn out to bo exorcised and 
reviewed, and aooompaiiied them in all their evolutionr, which be 
had learned to great perfection, by observing the companies which 
were quartered in the place where ho was at school. This eager-^ 
ness and porsevoraiice attracted the notice of many oflicers, who, 
after having commoudod Ins spirit Aid zeal, •’pressed him to return 
to his parents, and oven threakmed to expel him from the camp, 
if lie^would nob complj* with their advice. 

“These romoustraiiccs having nopther effect than that of warn- 
ing him to avoid his monitors, they thought i)ro])cr to alter their 
liehaviour t«) wards him, took him into their protection, and even 
into their mess ; and what, above all other marks of favour, pleased 
the young soldier most, permitted him f^o incorpoj'ate in the bat- 
tallioii, and i*«ke his turn duty with the o^ior men. In this 
happy situation ho was discovere<l by a relation of Ids mother; who 
was a captain in the army, and who used all his authority and 

influence in persuading M to return to school ; but finding him 

deaf to his admonitions and threads, lie took him under his own 
care, and whgn the army marched to Dumblane, left; liim at Stir- 
ling, with express injunction to keep himself within the walls. 

“He temporized with his kinsman, fearing that, should he seem 
refractory, the captain would have ordered him to be shut up in 
the castle. with the desire of seeing a battle, Ins relation 

no sooner inArched off the ground, than ho mixed in with another 
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regiment, to which his former patrons belonged, and proceeded to 
the field, where he distinguished himself, even at that early time 
of life, by His gallantry, in helping to retrieve a pair of colours 

belonging to M n’s regiment ; so th^b, after the affair, he was 

presented to the duke of Argyle, and rccomnionded strongly to 
Brigadier Grant, who in>'itocl him into his regiment, and promised 
to provide for him with the first opportunity ; but that gentleman 
in a littl(?tim(flo.st his command upon Iho duke’s disgrace, and the 
regiment was ordered for Ireland, being given to Colonel Nassau, 
whose favour the young voluutecT acquired to sucli a degree, that 
he was recommended to the king for an ensigney, which in all 
probability "he would have obtained, had not the regiment been 
unluckily reduced. 

“In consequence of this reduction, whicli luippened. in tlio most 
severe season of tlio year, he was obligi-d to return to his (»wii 
country, through infinite hardships, to \Nhich he was exposed from 
the narrowness his circumstances; and coni inning still ena- 
mourvid of a lyihlary life, he entered info the regiment of Scotch 
Greys, at that time cnmmaiulcd by the late Sir Janies Cam]>bcll, 
who, being aecpiaiiited with his family and ch.iracti^r, encouraged 
him with the ])roniise of sp(‘cdy }>rcf<'nnent. In iliis c(nps ho 
remained throe years, during which he had no opjuntunity of 
seeing actual service, except at the atT.iir of (jllenslioei ; and this 

life of insipid riuict iniist have hung heavy upon a youth of M s 

active disposition, had not he found exercise for tlio mind, in read- 
ing books of amiiRcment, history, \v>yages, and geograpliy, togotJjor 
with tlioso that Iroatod of the art of war, ancient and modern ; for 
which he coiftracted such an eager ajipetito, that he used to spend 
sixteen hours a day in this employment. About that time ho 
lycame acquainted with a gentleman of learning and taste, who, 
observing his indefatigable appticat-iou and insatiable thirst after 
knowledge, took nprm nimself tho charge of suporinteiiding his 
studies ; and, by the direction of lAch an able guide, the young 
soldier converted his attention to a more solid and profitable course 
of reading. So inordinate wasiJiis tlesiro of making sjicedy ad- 
vances in the paths of learning, that within tlie cfimpass of three 
months he diligently perused the writings of Locke and Male- 
branchc, and made hirasclj master of the first six, and of the 
eleventh and twelfth books of Kuclid’s-^ Elements. considered 
Puffendorf and Grotius with uncoinmoJi care, acejuired a tolerable 
degree ‘of knowledge in the Freiicli language, and his imagination 
was so gaptivaied with tlio desire of learning, that, seeing no 
prospect* of a war, or views of being provided f<ir in the service, he 
quitted the arpiy. and w'ent through a regular course of university 
education. Having made such progress in his studies, he resolved 
to qualify himself for the church ; and ac(iuired such a stock of 
school divinity under the instructions of a learned professor at 
Edinbui'gh, that he more than once mounted the rostrum in the 
public hall, and held forth with uncommon applause i but being 
discouraged from a prosecution of his plan by the unreasonable 
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auat.ority oF some of tho Scottish clergy, by whom the most iiidif- 
fercTit and innocent words and actions wero often misconstrued 
into levity and misconduct, ho resolved to oriibraco Lhd first favour- 
able opportunity of going^ abroad, being inflamed with the desire 
of seeing foreign countries ; and actually set out for Holland, whore, 
for tho a])a('(3 of two years, he studied the lioinan law, with tho 
law of nature and nations, under the famous professors Tplieu and 
Harbi^yrac. 

“ [Javing thus finished his school education, he set out for Paris, 
with a view to make himself perfect in the French language, and 
learn such useful exercises as might be acquired with tlic wretched 
vo.mnant of his slender estate, which was by that time reduced very 
low. In his journey through tho Netherlands, ho went to Namur, 
and pai<l liia respects to llisliop Strickland and General Collier, by 
wdiom he was received with great civility, in consequence of letters 
of recommendation with wliich he w^aa provided fv(»in the Hague ; 
and the old gc.neral assured him of his ]>rotection and interest for 
a \)air of colours, if he was disposed to enter into tho^>utch service. 
Though ho was by that; lime pretty well cured of his military 
Quixotism, bo would not totally decline tho generous proffer, for 
winch ho thanked him in the moat grateful terms, telling tho 
gtMioval that ho would ■jiaj’’ his duty to him on his return fmni 
Franc(‘, and then, if ho could determine upoji re-engaging in the 
.army, should think himself highly honoured in being under his 
command. 

“ After a stay of two months in Flanders, ho proceeded to Paris, 
and, far from taking nj» his habitation in the suburb^, of St. Ger- 
main, according to the custom English travellers, ho hired a 
private bulging on the other side of the river, and associated chiefly 
wjlli l’’ronoii oliicers, who, tlieir youthful sallies being over, aiVs 
allowed to bo the pobt.est gontloMen of that kingd<uu. Tn this 
scliome he found his account much that he could not but wonder 
at the folly (»f his countrymen, who lose the main scope of their 
going abroad, by spending their time and fortune idly with one 
another. ' 

“During his rcsklence in Holland ho had made himself ac- 
quainted with the best authors in the French language, so that ho 
was abh; to share in their couvcTsatioii,i a circum.sfance from which 
he found gupsat benefit ; for it not only improved him in his know- 
ledge of that tongue, but Vlso tended to thJ efilargemenk his 
ac(juaintance, in the course of which he contracted intimacies in 
some families of good fasliion’ rspecially those of tlie hmg robe, 
which would have enabled him to pass his time very agreeably, 
hail ho been a little easier in point of fortune ; but his finances, 
notwithstanding the most rigid economy, being in a few months 
roduced to a very low ebb, the prospect of indigence threw a damp 
upon all his ple<asurcs, though he never suffered himself to be 
thereby in^iny degree dispirited ; being in that respect of so happy 
a dispositi(*i, Unit cdnscious poverty or abundiancG made very 
impressions upon his mind. This consumption of his cash however, 
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involved him in some perplexity ; and ho delibetated with him- 
self, whether ho should return to Gencival Collier, or repair to 
London, where he might possibly fall jiilo some business not un- 
becoming a gentleman ; though he was very much mortified to find 
himself incai)able of gratifying an inordinate desire whicli pos- 
sessed him of making the grand tour, or at least. of visiting the 
southerly parts of Franco. 

“ While ho thus Jiositated between difForont suggestions, ho was 
one morning visited by a gentleman who liad sought and cultivated 
liis friendshiji, and bu- whom he had done a good ollico, in support- 
ing him with spirit against a brutal (lerman w’itli wdiom ho liad 
an afFair^f honour. This gentleman came to ])vop()SO a party for 
a fortnight to F«)iilainbloan, where the C(»urt then w'as ; and the 

proposal being declined by M- wdth more tlian ‘usual stifFness,- 

his friend Avas very urgent to k:i.>w ihe reason of his refusal, and 
at length, with, some confusion, said, *Perha])s your finances are 

low?’ M replied, that ho had wherewithal fo defray the 

cx])eTisc of JTis journej’^ to London, where he coiild he furnished 
with a fresh suiii)!}" ; and this answer was no sooner made tlian the 
other, taking him liy the hand, ‘My dear friend,’ said lie, ‘I am 
not unac<piaiuted with your atFairs, and w^ould have olTereil you 
my credit long ag(), if T had lliought it would be acceptable ; even 
now, I do nob prcioiid to give you money, but desire and insist 
upon it that you wdll accept of the loan of these two jiieccs of y^nper, 
to bo repaid when you marry a woman wdtli a fortune of twenty 
thousaTid pounds, or obtain an emjdoyment of a thousand a year.’ 
So saying, Wio pros(*ntcd him with two actions of -ihove two tJiou- 
s;uid livres oacli, 

‘‘ INI was astonislied at this unexpected instance of gcncroBity 

in a stranger, and, with suilable acknowledgment, ])eiemptorily 
refused to incur such fin obligiTtion ; but at lengtli ho ivas, by dint 
of iiniiorturiity and warm expostulation, j)rovailod iipnn to accept 
one of the actioiKs, on condition that the gentleman would take his 

note for the sum; and this Ije absolutely rejected, uniil M 

promised to draw upon him for doubh) the value, or more, in case 
he should at any time want a farther au])ply. This uncommon 
act of frieinlship and generosity M afterw^ards had an oppor- 

tunity to rejiay tenfold, fhough he could not help regretting the 
occasion on his fr^pud’s account. That worthy nia?l having, by 
placing too much confidence in a vilhnioiis lawyer, and a chain of 
other misfortunes, involved himself and liis amiable lady in .a‘ 
labyrinth of difticnlties, which threatened the total ruin of his 
family, M — ■ — felt the inexpressible satisfaction of delivering his 
benefactor from the snare. . 

“Being thus reinforced by the generosity of his friend, M 

resolved to execute his former plan of seeing the south of Franco, 
together with the sea-ports of Spain, as far as Cadiz, from whence 
he proposed to take a passage for London ,hy sea ; wid with this 
view sent forward his trunks by the diligence to liyons, deter- 
mined to ride post, An order to enjoy a bettor view of the country, 



540 


PEREGRINE TICKLE. 


and for the conveiiioncy of atoppiiig at those places where there 
was .anytlnng remarkablo to be seen or inquired into. While ho 
was employed in takin*^ leave of his Parisian friends, who furnished 
him with abundant recodiineiidation, a gentleman of his own 
country, wlio spoke little or no French, hearing of his intention, 
hogged the favour of aceoiiipanying him in his expedition. With 
tliis now companion, thcrchire, he set out for Lyons, where he was 
perfectly well received by the intendant and some of the best 
families (if the place, in conaecpicnco of his lettcjrs of reconnnend- 
ation ; and, after a short stay in that city, proceeded down the 
Rhone, to Avignon, in what is called the corhe d\an ; then, 
visiting the prineqial towns of Dauphiny, Languedoc, Jvnd Pro- 
vence, he returned t-o tile delightful city of Marseilles, where he 
and his fellviw^-traveller wore so much captivated by the serenity 
of the air, the go<)dnature and hospitality of the sju'ightly inha- 
bitants, that they never dreamed of changing tlieir (piartors during 
the whole Avinter and part of the spring : liere Jio ac(juired tlio 
acquaintance of the Maiapiis d’Argmis, attoincy-gcAieral in the 
parliament of Aix, and of his eldest s(m, wdio now makes so great 
a tiguro in the literary Avorld ; and when the allair of Father Girard 
ciTul Madoiuoiselle (Jadic ro began to malvo a noises, he accompanied 
these two gentlemen to Toulon, whore the marquis Avas ordered to 
■'take precognition of the facts, 

‘‘On his return to Marseilh's, ho found a certain noble lord of 
groat, fortune, under tlio direction of a Swiss governor, who had 
accommodated him ivitli t\Y(» of his own relations, of the same 
country, by Avay of com jian ions, together Avitli five servants in liis 
train. They being Jihsolute strangers in the place, M intro- 

duced them to tlio intendant, and several otlior good families ; and 
had the good fortune to he so agreeable to liis lordship, that he 
proposed and even jiresscd him to >^ive with him in Fuglaiid as a 
friend and companion, and to take upon him the supornitendence 
of his affairs ; in Avhich case he would settle upon him four 
hundred a year h.r life. 

“This prop(^sal was too advantagvoiis to be slighted by a person 
of no fortune or lixed ('stablishnieiit : be therefore made no difti- 
eulty of closing with it ; but, as his lordsluii’s departure was fixed 
to a short day, and lie urged him to accompany him to Paris, and 

from thence England, M tliought it Avoiild be improper and 

indecent to interfere Avith tlio ollice of his governor, who might 
, take umbrage at his favour, and therefore excused himself from a 
compliance A\dth his lordship’s ivquest until his minority should bo 
expired, as he av as Avitbiii a feiv months of being of age. However, 
ho repeated his importunities so earnestly, and the ^ov-xinior joiiictl 
in the requAwSt with such a}»pearance (»f cordiality, that he was 
prevailed upon to comply with their joint desire ; and in a few 
days set out Avith them for Paris, by the Avay of Lyons : but before 

they had been three days in the city, M perceived a total 

change in tF6 bohaviemr of the SAvisa and his tAVo relations, Avho, 
in all probability, beaiine jealous of his influenp© with his lordship ; 
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and he no sooner made this discovery, than he resolved to withdraw 
himself from such a disagreeable pai’ticipation of that young noble- 
man’s favoii^*: ho therefore, in spite of all his lordship’s entreaties 
and reinoiistrances, quitted him for ttio present ; alleging, as a 
pretext, that he had a longing desire to sec Switzerland and the 
banks of the Rhine, and promising to meet him again in England. 

“This his yibention being made known to the governor and his 
friends, ftieir countenances iimnodiately clean'd uj), their courtesy 
and complaisance returned, and they even furnished him with 
letters for Genova, Lausanne, Bern, ami Soleures ; in consequence 
of which \e mot with unusual civilities at tliose places. IJaving 
jmide thisitour with his Scottisli friend, who came iij) to him before 
he left Lyons, and visited the most coiisiilerabJe tow'iis on both 
sides of the Rluiu', and the courts of the doctors l*aliitine, Mentz, 
and Collogue, he arrived in Holland * amt from thence, through the 
Netherlands, re^)aircd to London, whore he found iny lord just 
returned from Paris. 

“ Ilis l()r(hiii[) received him with cxpressifms of uncommon joy, 
would not sutler him to stir from him f(»r seviu’al days, and introduced 

him to his l elations. M accompaniod his lortlsliip from London 

to his country seat, where he was indeed lioatcd with great friend- 
shij) and contidence, and coiibulted in everything ; but the noble 
})ecr never once made mention of the annuity wliicli he had promised 

to settle uj)on liim, nor did M remind him of it, because he 

conceived it was his allair to fulfil Jiis ongagoments of his own 

accord. M , lieing tired of the manner of living at this jdace, 

made an excursion to Batli, ivhei'e he stayed about a fortnight, to 
partake of the diversions ; and, upon his return, fm.nid his lordshiji 
making dispositions for another journey to Paris. 

• “Surprised at this sudden ro.solution, he endeavoured to dissuade 
him from it; but Ins ^moirstrances were rendered ineffectual by 
the iiLsinuatioiis (jf a foreigner wdio^had come over ivith liiiri, and 
tilled his imagination with extravagant notions of pleasure, 
infinitely superior to any which he could enjoy, while he was in 
the tramincls and under the rftitraiijts of a governor, lie there- 
fore turned a deaf ear to all M ’s .irginnents, and entreated him 

to accompany him in the journey ; but tliis gentleman, foreseeing 
tliat a young man like rn;;* lord, of string passions and easy to be 
misled, would in all inobability squamlcr away gr<«at- sums of 
nionby^ in a way thA would neither doored it to hiniself or to those 
who were concerned with him, resisted all his solicitations, on 
pretence of liaving business of consequence at London ; and after- 
wards had reason to be extremely well pleased with his own 
conduct in this yarticular. 

“Before be set out on this expedition, M , hi justice to 

himself, reminded him of the proposal which ho had made to him 
at Marseilles, desiring to know if he had altered his design in that 
particular ; in which case he w'ould turn his thoughts some other 
way, as he w-ould not in the least be thought to intMide or pin 
himself upon any man. My lord jirotested, in the most solemn 
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Mianuer, that ho still continued in his former resolution ; and, 
again bcsoGohing him to boar him company into Franco, promised 
that everything should be settled to his satisfaction,:; upon their 
return to England. M — however, still persisted in his refusal 
fur the ab()vo-montioiied reasons, and though ho never heard more 
of the annuity, he nevertheless continued to serve his lordship with 
liis advice and good ollices ever after ; particularly in directing his 
choice to an allianco with a lady of eminent virtue,* the .laughter 
of a noble lord, more conspicuous for liis shining parts than the 
splendour of his titles ; a circumstance upon which ho always 
rellectcd with particular satisfaction, as well on accounts of the 
extraordinary merit of the lady, as because it vested in her children 
a considerable ]iarl of that great estate, which, of right, ''belonged 
to her grandmother, and afterwards jmt him in a way to retrieve 
his estate from a lieavy load of debt he had contracted. When luy 

lord set out on his Paris expedition, the money M had received 

-fi'om his generous friend at Paris was almost reduced to the List 
guinea. Jle had not yet reaped the least bciieiit from his engage- 
ments with his lordship ; and, disdaining to ask for S.‘ supply from 
liim, he knew not how to subsi.st, willi any degree of credit, till lus 
return. 

“'J'liis 11 n comfortable prospect was the more di.sagrcoablo to him, 
as, at that time of life, lie vas much inclined to aj>j>eav in the gay 
world, had contracted a taste for x>lays, opi'ras, and other public 
diversions, and acquired an ac(][uaintanco with many people of good 
fashion, which could not be maintained without a considerable 
expense. In tliis emergency, he thought he could not employ his 
idle time more profitably tliaii in translating, fi^jiu foreign 
languages, such books as were then cluotly in vogue ; and, upon 
application to a friend, who was a man of letters, he wms furnished 
wdth as much business of that kind as he could possildy manage,' 
and wrote some painyuilcLs on the reignhit controversies of that 
time, that liad the g-ood lortunu-to please. lie was also concerned 
in a moiitlily jouinal of literature, and the Avoik was carried on by 
the two friends jointly, though M-j: — did not at all appear in the 
paibnership. 11}’' these means he not only spent his mornings in 
u.seful exercLso, but supplied himself with money for what the 
French call the menus during the whole summer. He 

fro(pientcd all the assemblies in and attoub Limdon, and considor- 
ably eiil.irged his acquaintan^'o ainojig the fair 

He had, upon his first arrival in England, become acquainted 
with a lady at an assembly not far from London ; and though, at 
tliat time, lie had no thoughts of extending his views farther tliaii 
the usual gallaulry of the place, he met with such distinguishing 
marks of Iw regard in tlio sequel, and was so particularly encour- 
aged by the advice of another lady with wlioiu he had been intimate 
in France, and who w'as now of their parties, that he could not help 
entertaining hopes of making an impression upon the heart of hw 
agreeable ijyrtnor, who was a young lady of an ample fortune and 
great expectations. lie therefore cultivated her good graces with 
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all the assiduity arid address of which he was master ; and suc- 
ceeded so well in his endeavours, that, after a duo course of atten- 
dance, and tlta3 death of an aunt, by which she received an accession 
of fortune to the amount of throe and twenty thousand pounds, ho 
ventured to declare his passion, and she not only heard him with 
patience and approbation, but also replied in terms adequate to his 
warmest wish. 

“Finding liRnsclf so favourably received, he pressed her to secure 
his happiness by marriage ; but, to this proposal, sJio objected tho 
recency of her kinswoman’s death, which would have rendered 
such a stop highly indecent, and the displeasure of hoi ollujr lela- 
tions, from* whom she had still greater expectations, and who at 
'that time importuned her to marry a cousin of her own, whom she 

could not like. How’cver, that M might have n«) cause to repine 

at her delay, she freely entered with hiui int(.» an intimacy of coi'" 
respondence, during wdiieh n.itliing could have added to their 
mutual felicity, which was the more poignant and relinod, frtun 
the mysterioijfl and romantic manner of llioir enjtjying it ; for 
though ho pulilicly visited her as an acquaintiiuco, his beliavioiu 
on these occasions was alway.s so distant, rcspectfuh and reserved, 
that tho rest of the company could not pos^^ibly suspect tlio naturo 
of their lecqirocal attachment ; in conseciueuco of which, they 
used to have private interviews, unknown to ovm'y soul upon 
earth except her maid, who was necessarily nitrusLed w'ith the 
secret. 

• “ In this inannor they enjoyed the conversalion of each other f(U’ 

about tvvelvo months, without rhe least interruption ; and though 

the btiibility^)f Mr. M ’s fortune oiitiroly depended upon thoir 

marriage, yet, as ho x^erocived his inistress so averse to it, he lujver 
prged it with vehomcncc, nor was at all anxious on that score ; 
being easily induced to defer, a ceremony, winch, as ho then 
thought, could in no sliax^o li.avc added to tlieir satisfaction, though 
ho has since altered his senlimeiils,* lie that as it wdll, liis indul- 
gent mistress, in order to set his mind at ease in that j)articuLir, 
and in full confidence of his hoi^ur, insisted oii his accepting a deed 
of gift of her whole fortune, in consideration of t heir intended mar- 
riage ; and, after some dilliculty, ho w^as ])i’ev ailed up«>n receive 
this proof of her esteem, well kuowdiig that it would still be in bis 
power to return tin? obligation. Though she had often entreated 
liim*to take upon hkuself tho entire ad#iiinislratiou of licr tiuanccs, 
and upon divers occasions prossod him to accojit of large :mms, he 
never dhco abused her generous disixjsition, or solicited her for 
money/ except for some humane puipose, which she was always 
more, ready to fulfil than ho to jiroiiose. 

“ In the courSe of this correspondence he became acqujilnLed with 
some of her female relations ; and, among the rest, wit li a young 
lady' 80 eminently adorned with all his qualifications of mind and 
pei’Son, that, nbtwdthstanding all his philosophy and caution, ho 
coqkl not behold and converse with her waithout bjing deeply 
smitten with her cliarms. He did all in his [mwor to discourago 
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this dangerous invasion in the beginning, ami to conceal the least 
syini)toni of it from her relation ; he summoned all his reflection 
to his ai<l ; and, tliinking it would be base and dishonest to cherish 
any sentiment repugnant to the alFection which he owed to a mis- 
tress who Jiad placed such unlimited confidence in him, ho attempted 
b) stifle the infant flame, by avoiding the amiable iiispirer of it. 
But the i)as3ioii had taken too deep a root in his hear^to be so easily 
extirpated ; his absence from the dear object increased tlie impa- 
tience of his love : the intestine conflict between that and gratitude 
deprived linn of his rest and He was in a short time 

emaciated by continual watching, anxiety, and want yf nourish- 
ment ; and so iiiuch altered from liis usual cheerfulness, that his 
mistress, liciiig snrjn’ised and alarmed at the change which, from 
the symptoms, she judged was owing to some nneasiiicss of mind, 
took all imaginable pains to discover the cause. In all proba- 
bility it did not es('-apo her ]>enetraLioii ; for slio more tlian emeo 
asked if he was in love with Iter cousin ; protestifjg that, far from 
being an obstacle to his hatipiness, she would in tl. vb case be an 
advocate f\)r bis passion Ibiwever, this declaration was never made 
without manifest signs of anxiety and uneasiness, which made such 

an impression upon the lioart of M , that he resolved to sacrifice 

bis hap[uiiess, and oven liis life, rather Lliaii take any step which 
might lie construed into an injury or insult to a person v'dio had 
treated him with such generosity and goodness. 

In C()ii^e(|uonoe of tliis resolution, he formed another, which 
was to go abroad, under jiretence of recovering his health, but in 
reality to avoid tlie temjitaiion, i>s well as the suspicion, of being 
inconstant ; and in this design ho was confirmed by Ills jdiysieiaii , 
wlio actually thought him in the first stage of a consumpthin, and 
tliovefore advised him to lepair to the south of France. lie cone 
inunic.ited his design with the doctor’s opinion, to the lady, who 
agreed to it with much loss difliculty than ho found in conquering 
his own reluctance at parting with the dear object of his love. The 
consent <'f his generous niistross being t»btained, he waited upon 
her with the instrument wdieroby she had made the conveyance of 
her fortune to him ; and, all his remonstrances being iiisufflcient 
to persuade her to lalvo it back, he cancelled it in her presence, 
and placed it in that state upon her toilet, while she was dressing ; 
whereupon she shed a torrent of tears, saying Mie now plainly per- 
ceived that lio wanted to teat' Iriinself from heii'aijd that his affec- 
tions wore settled upon another. He was sensibly affected ly this 
j»rf)of of her concern ; and endeavoured to calm the perturbation of 
her mind, by vowing eternal iidelity, and pressing her to accept of 
his hand in due form before bis departure. By these ineaiiB her 
transports vVere quieted for the present-, and the marriage deferred 
for the same prudential reasons which had hithert<^) prevented ilp. 

^'Matters being thus compromised, and the day fixed for his 
departure, she, together with her faithful maid, one morning 
visited himefor the ‘first time at his ow*u lodgings ; and, after 
breakfast, desiring to speak with him in private, he conducted her 
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into another room, where, assuming jin iinufmal gravity of aspect, 

‘My dear M said she, ‘you are now going to leave me, and 

God alone kliovrs if ever wc shall meet again ; therefore, if you 
really love me with that tenderness wlflch you profess, you will 
accept of this mark of my triendslnp and unalterable affection : it 
will at least be a jirovision for your joimiey ; and if any accident 
should befal me, hehn'c 1 have the hapj>iness of receiving you again, 
into n»y Tirms,* I shall have the satifdaction of knowing that you 
are not altogetlicr Avithoiit resource.’ »So saying, she put an em- 
broidered ])ocket-bnok into his hiaiid. He exprcs.sed the high sense 
he had of her generosity and afTection in the most pat Indie terms, 
i\nd begge^l leave to su.s])end liia aoceptnnco, until ho should know 
the contents of her present, which was so extraordinary, that he 
absolutely refused to receive it ; he wMs, however, by her repeated 
(‘ntroatius, in a manner compelh:d td r.-ecive about one half, and 
she afterwards insi.sled upon his taking a roinforeeineut of a con- 
siderabh' sum fo/lbe expense of his jourrnjv. 

“H aving si^yed wnth her U-ii days beyond the time ho had 
fixed for Ills departure, and settled the method of their corre- 
]»fjndence, ho took his leave w'ith a heart full of sorrow, anxiety, 
and distraction, jirodiiced from the diiilrent. suggestions of bis duty 
and love. He then set out for France, and, after a sliort stay at 
Pans, i)voceoded to Aix in Provence, and from thence to MarBeilles, 
at which two places ho continued for some months ; bnt nothing 
ho mot with being able to dissipate those melancholy ideas which 
Istill preyed upon his imagination, and aftbcLed his sjiirits, ho 
endeavoured to elude them with a succession of new objects ; and, 
with that view, persuaded a counsellor of the parliament of Aix, a 
man of great w^(jrth, learning, and good humour, to accompany 
him ill making a tour of those parts of France which ho had not 
yet scon. On their return from#this excursion, they found at Aix 
an Italian abbe, a person of character, and great knowledge of men 
and books, who, having travelled all over Germany and France, 
was so far on his return to his owm country. 

“ M having, by means of llis friend the counsellor, contracted 

an acquaintance with this gentleman, and being desirous of seeing 
some parts of Italy, particularly the carnival at Venice, they set 
out together from Marseillqjj, in a l-arbaii, for Genoa, coasting it all 
the way, and lying oft shore every night. Having slio’j^n him what 
was Viiost rcmarkalllo in this city, Lis friend the abb6 was so 
obliging, as to conduct him through Tuscany, and the most remark- 
able cities in Lombardy, to Venice, where M insisted upon 

dofrayhtg the expense of the whole tour, in consideration of the 
abbe’s coinplaisfuice, which had been of infinite scrvico to him in 
the course of this expedition. Having remained five weeks at 
Venice, ho was preparing to set out for Home with some English 
gentlemen whom he had met by accident, when ho was all of a 
sudden obliged to change his resolution by some disagreeable let- 
ters which ho had received from London. Hu liad, fn2>m his first 
departure, correspoiujlod with his generous though inconstant 

2 M 
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mistress with a religious exactness and punctuality ; nor was she, 
for some tiuio, less observant of the agreement they had made. 
Nevertheless, she, by degrees, became so negligent ana cold in her 
expression, and so slack in' her correspondence, that he could not 
help observing and upbraiding her with such indifference ; and her 
endeavours to palliate it were supported by x)retexts so frivolous, 
as to be easily seen through by a lover of very little discei;nment. 

‘‘ While ho tortured himself with conjectures about the cause of 
this unexpected change, he received such intelligence from Eng- 
land, as, when joined with what he himself had perceived by her 
manner of writing, left him little or no room to doubt of her fickle- 
ness and inconstancy. Nevertheless, as ho know by oxperienco 
that informations of that kind are not to be entirely relied upon, 
ho resolved to be more certainly apprised : and, for that end, de- 
parted immediately for London, by the way (►£ Tyrol, Bavaria, 
Alsace, and Paris. On his arrival in England, ho learned, with 
infinite concern, that his intelligence had not been at all exagger- 
ated ; and his sorrow w^as inexpressible, to find a peflion, endowed 
with so many other noble and amiable qualities, seduced into an 
indiscretion, that of necessity ruined the whole pLin which had 
been concerted between them for their mutual happiness. Who 
made several attemi)ts, by letters and interviews, to ]»alliato her 
conduct, and soften him into a reconciliation ; but bis honour being 
concerned, he remained deaf to all her entreaties and proposals. 
Novcrthelosb, I have often heard him say, that ho could not help 
loving her, and revering the memory of a person to whoso gono- 
rofliby and goodness lie owed liis fortune, and one \:hose foibles 
were overbalanced by a thousand good equalities. Ho often insisted 
on inakijig restitution ; but far from cojnplying with that pro])osal, 
she afterwards often endeavoured to lay Iiim under yet greater obli- 
gations of tlio same kind, and im]JJ^rtuned t‘him , with the wannest 
solicitation.s, to renew their farmer correspondence, which he as 
often declined. 

“M took this instance of the inconstancy of the sex so much 

to heart, that he had almost rosolv6U, for tlio future, to keep clear 
of all engagements for life, and returned 16 Paris in order to dissi- 
pate his anxiety, wdicro he hired an apartment in one of the 
academics, in the oxerciscvs wdiereof he to(.^ singular delight. 
During liis residence at this place, he had tlio good fortune to 
ingratiate himself with a grdab general, a descendant of one. of the 
most ancient and illustrious families in France : having attracted 
his notice by some remarks he had written on Folard’s Polybius, 
which were accidentally shown to that great man by one of his 
aides-de-camp, who was a quirticular friend of M — i— .■ The favour 
he had tlius acijuireil was strengthened by his assiduities and 
attention. Upon his return to London he sent some of Handel’s 
newest compositions to the prince, who was particularly fond of 
that gentleman’s productions ; together with Clark’s edition of 
Oiesar : amtin the sifring of the same year, before the French anny 
took the field, he was honoured with a most obliging letter from 
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the prince, inviting him to come over, if ho wanted to sec the 
operations of the campaign, and desiring ho would give himself no 
trouble abouT hia o(juipage. , 

“M , Jmving still some remains of a military disposition, 

and conceiving this to be a more favouriiblo opportunity than any 
ho should ever meet with again, readily embraced. the offer, and 
sacrificec^ the §ofb delights of love, which at that time he enjtiyed 
without contnd, to an eager, laborious, and dangerous curiosiiy. 
In that and the following campaign, during which he was present 
at the flwge of Philipaburgh, and several otlier aclioTis, he enlarged 
his acquaiiiiaiico among the French officers, es[)Ocially tliobc of the 
•graver swt, who had a taste ha- books and literature ; and the 
friendship and interest of tlioac gentlemen were afterwaids of sin- 
gular service to him, though in an affair altogether foreign from 
their profession. lie had all ah,ng made diligent iTHpnry into the 
trade and inam:^faetuiea of the c(Mmtnes through whieh he had 
occasion to travel, iiHue particularly tln)se of llolland, Eiigliiml, 
and France ; 4iid as lie was well acquainted with the levenuo and 
farms of tliis last kingdom, he saw \\ith concern the great disad- 
vantages under which our tobacco-trade, the most eonsideiablo 
blanch of our commerce with that people, was carried on ; what 
inoonsideriilde returns were made to the planters, out of tlic h)W 
price given by the French company ; and lunv much it was in the 

power of that company to leduco it still lower. M had foiuied 

a scheme to remedy this evil, so far as it related tt> the national 
loss or gain, by not iiorniitting the duty of one penny in the [lound, 
old Bubsidyj;»lo be drawn back, on tobacco, re-exported, lie dc- 
inonstratecl to the ministry <'>f that time, tliat so inconsidemble a 
duty could not in the least diminish the demand fnuri abroad, whieh 
'ftras the only circu instance to be apiirohended, and that the yearly 
produce of that revenues would jflnoiint to one hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds, without one sinking additional expense to the 
public : but the ministry having the excise scheme then in con- 
templation, could think of no other till that should be tiled ; and 
that project having iniscarriodf ho renewed his application, wdieri 
they approved of liis scheiiio in every particular, but discovered a 
surprising backwardness to carry it into execution. 

“His expoctationj^ in thi» quarter being disappointed, be, by tho 
inte^osition of his foiends, jiresented a plan to tlic Fre^ih company, 
in which he set fortii the advantages That would accrue to them- 
selves, from fixing the price, and securing that sort of tobacco 
which best suited the taste of the public and their manufacture ; 
and finally proposed to furnish them with any quantity, at tlio 
price which theji paid in the port of Londfin. After sojne dispute, 
they agreed bo his proposal, and conti'actcd with him for fifteen 
thousand hogsheads a 'year, for which they obliged themselves to 
pay reiidy money, on its urrival in any one or more convenient 
ports in the south or western coasts of (Ircat Britain, that ho 
should ]>le.ise to fix upon for that purpose Jl mf sooner ob- 

tained, this contract, than he immedjj,toly set out for America, in 
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nrl'jr to put it in exocutioii ; and, by way of companion, carried 
wit] I him ii little French abb<5, a man of humour, wit, und learning, 
with whom ho had been V>ng acquainted, and for viThoiu he htul 
done many good otlices. 

‘‘Oil liis arrival in V'irginia, which opportunely happened at a 
time when all the gentlemen were assembled in the capital of that 
l)i‘t)viiico, ho published a memorial, roiiroaenting the, .disadvantages 
under which their trade was carried on, the true method oi redress- 
ing Iheir own grievances in that respect, and proposing to cimtract 
witli them for the yearly quantity of lifteen thousand luigsheads 
of such tobacco as was lit fur the French market, at the mice which 
ho ilemonstrated to be considerably greater than that ivjiich they 
had formerly received. This remonstrance met with all the suc- 
cess and encouragemcuL ho could exiiect ; the jiiiiicipal planters, 
seeing tlieir own inl-orcst concerned, readily assented to the pro- 
])osft], which, tliroiigh their inlluence, ivas also relished by the rest ; 
and the only clitlicuJty that remained, related to' the security for 
the payment of the hills on the arrival of the tobaca> in England, 
and to the time stiimhitcd for the continuance of the contract. 

“In order to remove these objections Mr. M returned to 

Jiuroiie, and found the French company of farmers disposed to 
agree to every tiling he desired for f.ieilitating the execution of the 
contract, and perfectly well pleased with the sample which he had 
already si'iit ; but his good friend tlie abbe, whom he had left 
behind him in America, by an unjiavalleled ])icce of treachery, 
found means to overturn the whole project. lie secretly wrote a 
memorial to tlic company, importing that he found l^iy experience 

M could afford to furnish tiiem at a much lower price than that 

which tliey had agreed to give ; and that, by being in possession of 
the contract for live years, as was intended accfuding to the pro- 
])osal, he wouhl have !he company '.so muclviin his ])ower that they 
must afterwards submit to any price he should please to impose ; 
and that if they thought him worthy of such a trust, he would 
undertake to furnish them at an easier rate, in conjunction with 
some of the leading men in Yirginlfvt and Maryland, with whom, he 
said, he had already coricortod measures for tliat imrjiose. 

“The company were so much alarmed at those insinuatiuns that 

they declined complying with ISIr. M r’s demands until the abba’s 

return, and^'tliough they afterwards used airtlicir endeavours to 
persuade him to be concerifed with that little H,rai tor in his uhder- 
takiiig, by whicli ho might still have been a very considerablo 
gainer, ho resisted all their solicitations, and plainly told them, in 
the abbe’s presence, that ho w<»uld never jirostituto his own prin- 
ciples so far us to enter int(> engagements of any kind with a jiersoii 
<iF his character, much less in a scheme that had a manifest ten- 
dency to lower the market-price of tobacco in England. 

“Tims ended a project tlio most extensive, simple, and easy, 
and, as ajipeared by the trial made, the best calculated to raise an 
immense Mtuno, of any that was ever undertaken or planned by a 
lirivate person ; a project in the execution of which M— — had the 
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good of the public, and the glory of putting in a flourishing con- 
dition the valuable branch of our trade, w&ch gives einployincnt 
to two greatT)rovinccs, and above two liundrcd sail of ships, much 
more at heart than his own private interest. It was rcasoziablo to 

expect that a man whose debts M had paid ni(»re than once, 

whom ho had obliged in many other respect.s, and whom he had 
can’ied with Jiim, at a very considerable expense, on tliis expedi- 
tion, merely with a view <;f bettering his fortune, would have acted 
with couimou honesty, if not with gi’atitudo ; but such was the 
depravi^ of this little monster’s heart, tlial, on his dcatli-bed, lie 
left a consjderablo fortune to mere strangers, wilh whom ho had 
little 4 ) 1 * no connection, witliout the least tliought of refunding the 

money advanced for him by M in order to prevent his rotting 

in a jail. 

“When M had oyce oT^tained .i, ooinniand of money, he,* by 

his knowledge in several braneiios of trade, as well as by ilio assist- 
ance of some iiitMbgcnt friends at l^•^,ri 3 and T-iondon, l<nnid means 
to employ it#:o very good purpose; and, had lie been a man of 
that soltisli di.six^sition which too much prevails in llio vv'(H'ld, i*e 
might have been at this day master of a very ample fortune : but 
his car was never deaf to the voice of dittlioss, nor his bcnelicent 
heart shut against the calamities of his fellow-creatures, ilo was 
even ingenious in contriving the most delicate methods of relieving 
modest indigence, and, by his industrious benevolence, often anti- 
cipated the rofpzests of misery. 

“ I could relate a niunbor of examples to illustrate my asKortions, 
in some of yhich you would perceive the m(»st disinterested gene- 
rosity ; but such a detail w'ould trespass too uiucli upon youi' time, 
and 1 do not jiretend to dwell upon every minute circumstance of 
ills conduct. Let it sultice to say, that iijion the declaration of war 
with Spain, he gave 114 ) all his»c<>mmci*cial scheint‘.s, and called in 
his money from all quarters, wuth^a view of sitting down for the 
rest of his life contented with what he had got., and restraining 
his liberalities to what he could spare from his yearly mcomo. 
This was a very prudential ree^lution, could he have kept it ; but 
upon the breaking out of the Avar he could not, without concern, 
see many gentlemen of inorLt who had been recommouded to liiiu 
disappointed of coinmissiotis, merely for want of money to satisfy 
the expectations of tire commission-brokers of that tiu*e, and tlicre- 
for(?launched ouJt <5lmsiderable sums ffr theiii on their bare notes, 
great part whereof was lost by the death of some in the uiiftniunato 
expedition to the West Indies. He at length, after many other 
actions’ of the like nature, from motives of pure liiiinaiiity, love of 
justice, and abjiorrence of oppression, embarked in a cause eveiy 
way the most important that ever came under the disctissioirof the 
comts of law in these kingdoms, whether it be considered in rela- 
tion to the extraordinary nature of the case, or the iinmenae pro- 
perty of no less than fifty thousand pound a year, and thjec peerages 
that depended upon it. • • 

In tne year 1740„the brave admiral who at that time commanded 
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Ilia majesty’s fleet in the West Indies, among the other trans^ 
actions of his B(juadron transmitted to the duke of Newcastle, 
mention od a young man, who, though in the capacity^of a common 
sailor on lioard one of tlic ships under his command, laid cLaim to 

the estate and titles of the earl of A . These pretensions were 

no sooner ooinmunicatcd in the public papers than they became the 
subject of conversation in all companies ; and the^ person whom 
tliey chiefly allbeted, being alarmed at the appearance of a com- 
petitor, though at such distance, began to put himself in motion, 
and take all the precautions which he thought necessary to defeat 
the endeavour of the young upstart. Indeed, the early intelligence 

he received of Mr. A ’s making himself known in ihe West 

Indies furriisliod him with nniiiberless advantages over that un- 
happy young gentleman ; for, being in possession of a plentiful 
fortune, and lord of many manors in the neighbourhood of the very 
place whore the clairnanr was born, he knew all the witnesses who 
could give the most material evidence of his Jogitiinacy ; and, if 
his property did not restrain him, had, by his poweivmd influence, 
sufficient opportunity and means of applying to the passions and 
interests of the witnesses, silence many, and gain over others to 
his side ; while his competitor, by an absence of fifteen or sixteen 
years from his native country, the want of education and friends, 
together -with his present hol])leRS situation, w\as rendered abso- 
lutely incajiablo of taking any .step for his own advantage ; and 
altlioiigh his worthy uncle’s conspicuous virtue and religious regaixl 
for justice and truth might possibly be an unconquerable restraint 
to his taking any undue advantages, yet the coiiscigiicea of that 
huge army of emissaries he k(*i)t in pay were not altogether so very 
tender and sorujnilous. 'I^his much, however, may bo said, with- 
out derogation from, or linpcacbmont of, the noble earl’s nice virtuo 
and honour, that Ikj took care to «o<»mprondse all differences witli 
tlic other branches t)f the family whose interests were in this affair 
connected with his own, hy sharing the estate with tliem, and also 
retained most of the eminent counsel within the bar of both king- 
doms againsD thus formidable bastaAl, before any suit vras instituted 
by him. 

“While ho was thus intrenching hinuself against the attack of 
a poor, forlorn youth, at the distance ^f fifteen hundred leagues, 
continually exposed to the dangers of the sea, the war, and an 
unhealthy climate, Mr. — , in the commdh course of cofivor- 
sation, chanced to ask some questions relating to this romantic 

pretender, of one H , who was at that time the present Loixl 

A ^’s chief agent. This man, when pressed, could not help 

owning that the late Lord A actually left a soi?, who had been 

spirited away into America soon after his father’s death ; but said 
ho did not know whether this was the same person. This infor- 
mation could not fail to make an impression on the humanity of 

Mr, M , who, being acquainted with the genius of the wicked 

party who Wad posse^ssed themselves of this unhappy yotilig man’s 
estate and honours^ expressed no small anxiety and apprehension 
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lest they should take him off by some means or other ; and oven 
then seemed disposed to contribute towards the support of the 
friendless o^ihan, ^lnd to inquire mor^ circumstantially into the 
nature of his claim. In the mean time his occasions bailed him to 
France, and’dciring his absence Mr. A — — arrived in London in the 
month of October, 1741.” 

Here the jlergyman w;is interrupted by Peregrine, who said 
there was something so extraordinary, not to call it improbable, in 
the account he had heard of the young gentleman’s being sent into 
exile, tfeit he would look upon himself ns infinitely obliged 1o the 
doctor, if ho would favour him wiLli a Iruo representation of that 
. transfictien, as well as of the manner in wliich he arrived and was 
known at the island of Jamaica. 

The parson, in compliance w’ith our hero’s request-, taking up the 
story from the beginning, “Mr. A - said he, “is the son of 

Arthur, late lord baron of A , by his wife Mary S , natural 

daughter to JoFin duke of B and N , whom ho publicly 

niarried on tj|c 21st day of July, 170(>, contrary to the inclination 
of liis inotJicr and all his other relations, i)articulurly of Arthur 

late carl of A^ , who boro an implacable enmity to the duke her 

father, and, for that reason, did all that lay in his power to traverse 
the marriage j but linding his endeavours ineflectnal, he was so 
much oironded, that ho w^ould never be perfectly reconciled to Lord 

A , themgh ho w'aa his presumptive heir. After their nuptials, 

they cohabited together in England for the space of two years, 
during which she miscarried more than once ; and he, being a man 
of levity, an extravagant disposition, not only squandered 
away all that he had received of hia wife’s fortune, but also con- 
tracted many considerable debts, which obliged him to make a 
•precipitate retreat into Ireland, leaving Ids lady behind him in 
the house with his iiioljior andtisler, who, having also been averso 
to the match, had always looked ujjpii her with eyes of disgust. 

“It w^as not likely that harmony should long subsist in this 

family, especially as Lady A- was a woman of a lofty spirit, 

who could not tamely bear ins (fits and ill usage from persons, who, 
she had reason to believe, were her enemies at heart. Accordingly, 
a misunderstanding goon happened among them, which was 
fomented by the malice one of her sisbers-iii-law : divers scan- 
dalous reports of lier misconduct, to which the em]M pretensionB 
of if vain, wretcliecP coxcomb, w’ho wafmade use of as an infamous 
tool for that purpose, gave a colourable pretext, were tramped up, 
and transmitted, wdth many false and aggravating circumstances, 
to her' husband in Ireland ; who, being a giddy, unthinking man, 
was so much-ir^onsed at these insinuations, that, in the first trans* 
ports of his passion, he sent to his mother a power of attorney, that 
she. might sue for a divorce in his behalf. A libel was thereupon 
exhibited, containing many scandalous allegations, void of any 
real foundation in truth ; but, being unsupported by^any manner 
of proof, it was at length dismissed, with dbsts, after it had de- 
pendod upwatdfl^qf tyro years. 
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“ Lord A , finding himself abused by the misrexjreKeiitations 

of his mother and sister, discovered an inclination to be reconciled 
to his lady ; in consequence of which she was sent ofer to Dublin 
by her father, to the care' of a gentleman in that city ; in whoso 
house she was received by her husband, with all the demonstrations 
of love and esteem. From thence he conducted her to his lodgings, 
and then to his country-house, whero she had the misfortune to 
suffer a miscarriage, through fear and resentment of rny lord’s 
behaviour, wdiich was often brutal and indecent. From the country 
they removed to Dublin, about the hitter end of July, or Ijeginniiig 
of August, 1714, where tliey had not long continued, when her lady- 
ship was known to be again with cliild. «, 

Lord A , ho and his issue being next in remainder to the 

honours and estate of Arthur carl of A. , w'as extremely solicitous 

to liave a son ; and, warned ]>y the frequent miscari'iages of his lady, 
resolved to curb the natural impatience and rusticity of his disposi- 
tion, that she might not, as formerly, sufier by hi^ outrageous »xm- 
duct. lie accordingly clicrisbcd her w’ith uncommon Vunderness and 
care ; and her iiregnaiicy being jiretty far advanced, conducted her 

to his country-seat, where she was delivered of Mr. A , about the 

latter end of April or beginning of May ; for none of the witnesses 
have been able, at this distance, with absolute certainty, to fix the 
lU’eciso time of bis birth, and there was no register kept in the 
parish : as an additional misfortune, no gcntlem.'ui of fashion lived 
in that xiarish ; nor did those, wlio lived at any ctm.sidornblo distance, 

care to cultivate an aofiiiaiii banco with a man of Lord A ’s strange 

conduct. 

Be that as it will, the occasion was celebrated by fiis lordshixi's 
tencants and dependents upon the sjiot, and in the neighbouring town 

of New-Il , by bonfiies, illuminations, and other rejoicings^ 

which have made such an iinjiressia-i upon t^he minds of the jieojile, 
that, in the place where they happened, and the contiguous parishes, 
several hundred persons have' already declared tlioir knowledge 
and remcmliriiuce of this event, in spite of the great iiower of the 
claimant’s adversary in that quarter^*aiid the great pains and indirect 
methods taken by bis numberless agents and emissaries, as well as 
by those wljo are intere.sbed with him, in the event of the suit, to 
corrupt and suppress the evidence. ,, 

Lord A-v — , after the birth of his son, whoVas sent to nurse in 
the neighbourhood, accordii% to the custom of Hhe country, wbere 
people of the liighest distinction jiut their children out to nurse into 
farm-houses and cabins, lived in harmony with liis lady for the space 
of two years : but having, by his folly and extravagance, reduced 
himself to great difficulties, ho demanded the remayider of her for- 
tune from Imr father, the duke of B , who absolutely refused to 

part with a shilling until a proper settlement should be made on his 
daughter, which by that tiino ho had put out of his own power to 
make, by his folly and extravagance. 

“As her Vs-dyship, ‘by her endeavours to reform the economy of 
her house, had incurred the displeasure of ; 5 omo idle, profligate 



BIGAMY. 


553 


fellov^s, who had fastened themselves upon her husband, and helped 
to consume his substance, they seized this opportunity of the duke’s 
refusal ; and* in order to be revenged upon the innocent lady, per- 
suaded Lord A , that the only means of extracting money from 

his grace would bo to turn her away, on pretence of infidelity to 
his bed, for which they hinted there was but too much foundation. 
At their sugjj^^stions, a most infamous plan was projected, in the 

oxecution of wliich, one P , a poor, unbred, simple, country 

booby, whom they had decoyed into a siiaro, lust one of his ears ; 

and blio«injured lady retired tliab same day to New-ll , whero 

she continued several years. She did not, li(*wcver, leave tho 
.house, without struggling hard tj; cany her child along with her ; 
but, far from enjoying such indulgence, striet (orders were given 
that the boy should not, for the future, bo brought within her 
sight. This base, inhupian trt^atmeni, nisi cad of answering the 
end proposed, produced such a contrajy eftect, that tho duke c>f 

B , by a codicil to his will, in wliiih ho rellects upon Lord 

A ’s evil tamper, directed his executors to pay to his daughter 

an annuity (»f one hundred pounds, while licr lord and slic showel 
continue to live separate ; and this alhwvance w-as to cease on Lord 
A ’s death. 

While she remained in this solitary situation, tho child was 
universally know^n and received as the legitimate son and heir of 
her lord, whoso allectioii for the boy was so cr>ns]>iciious, that, in 
the midst of his own necessities, ho never failed to maintain him 
in tho dress and ecpiipage of a young nobhiinan. In the course of 
his infancy, Jiis father having often changed his place of residence, 
the child was put under the instructions of a gieab many dilleiviit 
Bchooliuasters, so thiit ho was perfectly well knowoi in a groat many 
different parts of the kiiigchnu ; and his mother seized all r»ppor- 
tunities, which wore b^^t rare, •!! account of his father’s orders to 
the contrary, of seeing and giving him proofs t)f her maternal len- 
derness, until she set out for KnglaTid, after having been huig in a 
declining slate of health, by a paralytical disorder ; the con- 

sequence of which such dependence was placed by her inconsiderate 
husband, who was by this time reduced to extreiiie poverty, that 
he actually married a w'onian whom he had long kept as a mistress. 

This creature no sooner understood that Lady A had dciiarted 

from Ireland, thaif she openly avowed her inarritiKe* and went 

aboRtjmblicly witlf Lord A , visiflng his ac([uaintances in tho 

character of his wife. 

“ From this ora may be dated the beginning of Mr. A ’s 

misfortunes. This artful woman, wlio had formerly treated the 
child with an tmpearance of fondness, in order to ingratiate hei’- 
self with the father, now looking ui>ou herself as sutiidently* estab- 
lished in tlio family, thouglit it was liigli time to alter her beha- 
viour with regard to the unfortunate b(y ; and accordingly, for 
obvious reasons, employed a thousand artifices to alienate the l^art 
of the weak father from his unhappy offspring : yet, notwithstand- 
ing all her insinuations, nature still maintained her inlluonce in 
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his heart ; and though she often found means to irritate him by 
artful and malicious accusatioiiB, his resentment never extended 
farther than fatherly correction. She would have fotind it impos- 
sible to accorni>li.sli his ruin, had not her oiforts been ^'einforoed by 
a new auxiliary, who was no other than his uncle, the present 
usurper of Ins title and estate ; yet even this confederacy was 
overawed, in some measure, by the fear of alarmjng the unfor- 
tunate mother, until her distemper increased to a most deplorable 
degree of the dead palsy, and the death of her father had reduced 
her to a most forlorn and abject state of distress. Then they 
ventured upon the execution of their projects ; and, though their 
aims were wiiloly different, concurred in their ende^.vours to 
remove the hapless boy, as the common obstacle to both. 

“Lord A , who, as I have already observed, was a man of 

weak intellects, and utterly void of any fixed principle of action, 
being by this binio reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was 
often obliged to pawn his wearing apparel, in order to procure the 
common necessaries of life ; and having no other flpid remaining 
with which he could relieve liis present necessities, except a sale of 

the reversion of tlio A estate, to whicli the nonage of his son 

was an effectual bar, Avas advised, by his virtuous brother, and the 
rest of his counsellors, to surmount this difticulty by secreting his 
son, and sproaduig a report of his death. This honest ]iroject ho 
the more readily embraced, because ho knew that no act of his 
could frustrate the child’s succession : accordingly, the boy was 
removed from the school at which be was then boarded, to the 

house of one K , an agent mid accomplice of the, present carl 

of A , Avhoro he was kept for several months closely confined ; 

and, in the mean time, it was industriously reported that ho Avas 
dead. * 

“This previous measure being «'taken, tLord A published 

adverLisemerits in the gazettes, offering reversions of the A 

estate to sale ; and eiiii.ssaric.s of various kinds were employed to 
inveigle such as were ignorant of the nature of the settlement of 
these estates, or strangers to the affafrs of liis family. Some people, 
imposed upon by the ro])ort of the child's death, AA-^ere drawn in to 
purchase, thinking themselves safe in the concurrence of his lord- 
ship’s brother, upon presumption that he Avas^ next in remainder 
to the succesrsion ; others, tempted by the smallness of- the p^’ice, 
which rarely exceeded half year’s purchase, as appears by. many 
deeds, though they doubted the truth of the boy’s being dead, ran 
small risks on the contingency of his dying before he should be of 
age, or in the hope of his being prevailed upon to conffm the 
grants of his father ; and many more were treating 'with him on 
the aamo nbtions, when their transactions were suddenly inter*- 
ruptod, and the scheme of raising more money, for the present, 
defeated, by the unexpected appearance of the boy, who, being 
naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had found m^ails 
to break frWi his ebnfinement, and wandered up and down the 
streets of Dublin, avoiding his father’s hovse, and choosing to 
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encounter all sorts of distress, rather than subject himself ngain to the 
cruelty and malice of the woman who supplied his mother’s place. 
Thus debarred his father’s protection, and destitute of any fixed 
habitation, he horded with all the loose,* idle, and disorderly youths 
in Dublin, sSulking chiefly about the college, several members and 
studonts of whicli, .taking pity on his misfortunes, supplied him 
at different tijjies with clothes and money. In this unsettled and 
uncomfortable way of life did he remain from the year 1725 to tho 
latter end of November, 1727 ; at which time his father died so 
miserably" poor, that ho was actually buried at the jiublic expense. 

“ This unfortunate nobleman was no sooniT dead, than liis 

• brother Jlichard, now' earl of A , taking advantage of Iho 

nonage and heljiloss situation of his nephew, seized ujion all tho 
papers of the defunct, and afterwards usurped tlie title of Lord 
A , to the surprise yf tlie servaid and J)tlu'rfl, wdio were ac- 
quainted with tlio affairs of the family. This usnrjudion, bold as 
it w'as, produced no other offeefc tlian that of his being insulted by 
the popiilacejts he went through the street.^, and the refusal of the 
king-at-ariiia to enrol the certificate of his brother’s having died 
without issue. The first of the.se inconveniences he bore without 
any sense of shame, though not with' ut rci>iniiig, conscious that it 
would giadually vanish with the novelty of his invasion ; and as 
to the last, he coiKpierccl it by means well known and obvioiLs. 

“Nor will it seem strange that he should thus invade the rights 
of an orphan with impunity, if people ivill consider that the late 

Lord A had not only squandered away liis fortune with the 

most ridiculous extravagance, but also associated himself with low 
company ; so that he was little known, and less regarded, by 
persons of any rank and figure in life ; and his child, of conse- 
*<picnce, dobairod <>f tho advantages which might have accrued 
from valuable cfuincxj^ms : anil though it was universally known 

that Lady A had a son in Ireland, such was the obscurity in 

which the father had lived during tho last yeai’S of Ins life, tliat 
feiv of fclie nobility could be supposed to be acquainted witli tho 
particular circumstances of a* transaction in which they had no 
concern, and which had happened at the distance of tw-olvc years 
before the date of this usurpation. Moreover, as their first infor- 
mation was no other than common fame, the public clamour, occa- 
sioned by the separation, might inspire such as werg strangers to 
'the* family allaifs^with a mistaken Motion of the cliild’s having 
been'born about or after the time of that event. Tho hurry and 
bustle occasioned by the arrival <*f the lord -lieu tenant, about this 
period; the reports industriously propagated of the claimaut's 
death, tho obscurity and concealment in which the boy was obliged 
to live, in ovder U> elude the wdeked attempts id his * 1111010 , might 
also contribute to his peaceable enjoyment of an cmjity title ; and, 

lastly, Lord Chancellor W , whose immediate province it was 

to issue writs for parliament, was an utter stranger in Ireland, 
unacquainted with the descents of families, and conf|fquently did 
not examine farther ^than tho certificate enrolled in the li^oks of the 



556 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


king-at-arins. Over and above these circumstances, which natu- 
rally account for the success of the imposture, it may be observed, 
that the hapless youth had not one relation alive, on the side of his 
father, wliose interest it was not to fui'ward or connive at his de- 
struction : that liis grandfather, the duke of B was dead ; 

and that his mother was then in England, in a forlorn, destitute, 
dying condition, secreted from tho world, and even from her own 
relations, by her woman, Mary H , who had a particular in- 

terest to secrete her ; and altogether dependent upon a miserable 

and precarious allowance from the duchess of B , whose 

caprice she was, moreover, a most wretched slave. 

“ N(M.with8tanding these concurring circumstances in , favour of 
tho usurper, ho did not think himself secure while the ori)haii had 
any chance of Ihuling a friend who would undertake his cause, 
and therefore laid a plan for his bein^ kidnapped, and sent to 
America as a slave. Ilia coadjutor in tliis inliuman scluone was 
a person who caniod on tho trade of transporting servants to our 
plantations, and was deeply iutorested on this occasii^p, liaving, for 

a mere trifle, purchased of the late Lord A the revorshm of a 

considerable part of the A estate ; which shameful bargain 

was confirmed by the brother, but could never take place unless 
tho boy could be etfectually removed. 

^‘Everything being settled with this auxiliary, several rulhans 
were employed in search of tlie nnhatipy victim ; and tho first 
attempt that was made upon him, in which his uncle personally 
assisted, happening near one of the great markets of tho city of 
Dublin, an honest butcher, with tlie assistance of his iieighboiirs, 
rescued him by force from their cruel hands, l^his, fiowever, was 
but a siliort respite ; for, tJiough warned by this adventure, the 
boy seldom crept out of his lurking-places without tlie most 
cautious circumsiiecition, he was, ni Maro]^, 1727 discovered by 
the diligence of his p'usecutors, and forcibly dragged on board of 
a ship bound for Newcastle, o'n Delaware river in America, where 
he was sold as a slave, and kept to hard labour, much above his 
age or strength, for the siiace of (thirteen years, during which ho 
was transferred from one person to another. 

“ While ho remained in this servile situation, he often mentioned, 
to those in whom he thought such confi^jleiico might bo placed, the 
circinnstancoir of his birth and title, together \vith tho inamior of 
his being exiled from his native country ; altl^vnigh, in this jfarti- 
cular, he neglected a caution which lie had received in his passage, 
importing that such a discovery would cost him his life. . Mean- 
while tlie usurper quietly enjoyed his riglit ; and to those who 
questioned him about his brother’s son, constantly replied, that 

tne boy had been dead for several years : and Arthur earl of A 

dying in April, 1737, he, upon pretence of being next heir, suo- 
ceeded to tho honours and estate of that nobleman. 

‘ ‘ Tho term of the nepheAv’s bondage, wliicli had been lengthened 
out beyond *riie usual time, on account of his repeated attempts to 
escape, being expired in the year 1739^ he^ hired himself as a 
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common sailor in a trading vessel hound to Jamaica ; and there, 
being entered on boarci of one of Ins majesty ’b sliips under the 
command of •Adminil Vernon, openly declared his parentage and 
pretensions. ^ This extraordiiiary claim, which made a great noise 

ill the fleet, reaching the cars of one Lieutenant S , nearly 

related to the usurper’s Irish wife, he believed the young gentle- 
man to be ai^ impostor ; and, thinking it was incumbent on him 
to discover the cheat, ho went on board of the ship to which the 
claimant belonged ; and. having heard the acenunt which lie gave 
of himaoJf, was, notwithstanding his prepossessiiius, convinced of 
the truth of what ho alleged. ()n his return to his ow^n ship, he 
•chanced to mention this extraordinary affair upon the quarter- 

deck, in the hcaniig of Mr. B , one of the midshipmen, who 

had formerly been at school with Mr. A . Tin's, young gentle- 

man nob only told the lieytenant tliat hr Isad been ach('olft‘ [low with 

Lord A ’s sun, hub also tiecUred that he slnmld Know Jiiiu 

again, if not greatly altered, as he still ri'iainod a perfect idea of 
his conn ten Miije. 

‘‘Ufwui this intimation, tlic lieutenant proiioscd that the experi- 
ment should bo tried, and wont with the nndshijinian on board tlio 
ship that the claimant was in for that pui’iiose. After all the 

sailors had been assembled upon deck, Mr. .B , casting his eyes 

around, immediately diatinguished Mr. A in tlie crowd ; and, 

laying liis hand on his sh<»uMcr, ‘This is the man,’ said ho; 
aflinning, at the same time, that, while he continued at school with 

‘him, the claimant was rejmted and resjiecteil as Lord A 's son 

and heir, and maintained in all respects suitable to the dignity of 
his lank. I^ay, he was in like manner recognized liy several other 
persons in the fleet, wlio had knovvn him in his infancy. 

» These things being reported to the admiral, he generously 
ordered him to be sui^ilied wi^h necessaries, and treated like a 
gentloman ; and, in his next desiiatchc.s, transmitted an account 
of the affair to the duke of Newcastlb, among tlic other transactions 
of the fleet. 

“In September or October, Mr. A arrived in London ; 

and the first person to whom he api>liod for advice and assistance 

was a man of the law, nearly related to the families of A and 

A , and well acquain(|pd with the particular affairs of each ; 

who, far from treatftig him as a bastard and impostor, Received him 
witlr civility and /?e Ailing kindness, asljcd him to cal, presented him 
with a piece of money, and, excusing himself from meddling in the 
affair, advised him to go to Ireland, as the most projier place for 
commencing a suit for the recovery of his right. 

“ Before- the young gentleman had an apportunity, or indeed 
any inclination, to comply with this advice, he was •accidentally 

met. in the street by that same H , who, as I have iiieiitioiied, 

gave Mr, M the first insight into the affair. Tliia man im- 

mediately knew the claimant, having been formerly an agent for 
his father, and afterwards a creature of his iinclc, wj^h whom he 
waS) not without reason, suspected to be concerned in kidnapping 
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and transporting his nephow. Be that as it will, his connections 
with the usurper were now broken off by a quarrel, in consequence 
of which ho had thrown up his agoncy ; and he invibefl the hapless 
stranger to his house, with a view of making all possible advantage 
of such a guest. 

“There ho had not long remained, when his treacherous land- 
lord, tampering with his in experience, effected a mafriage between 
him and the daughter of one of his own friends, who lodged in his 
liouse at the same time : but afterwards seeing no person of conse- 
quence willing to espouse his cause, he looked upon him as an 
encuiiibrancc, and wanted to rid his hands of him accordingly. 

He roiuembered that Mr. M had expressed himsel^ with all 

the humanity of apprehension in favour of the unfortunate young 
nobleman before his arrival in England ; and, l>oing well acriuaintod 
with the generosity of his disposition, he no sooner understood that 
he had returned from France, than he waited upon him with an 
account of Mr. A 's being safely arrived. Mr. M was sin- 

cerely I’cjoiced to find that a person, who had b^m so cruelly 
injured, and undergone such a long-continued scone of distress, 
was restored to a country where lie was sure of obtaining justice, 
and where every good man, as he imagined, would uifike the caii-so 
his own : and being inf<n'med that the youth was in want of neces- 
saries, he gave twenty guineas to H for his use, and promised 

to do him all the service in his power ; but had no intention to 
take upon hiuiiclf the whole W'eiglit of such an important affair, 
or indeed to appear in the cause, until ho should be fully and 
thoroughly satisfied that the claimant’s pretension^ were well 
founded. 

“ Til the mean time, H insinuating that the young gentleman 

was not safe in his pi esont lodging from the machinations of Ins 

enemies, M acc<>iumo;laied liiiui*witli ai?> ajiarljnent in his own 

htuiso, where ho was at great pains to remedy the defect in his 
education, by rendering him fit to apjiear as a gentleman in tlie 
world. Jlaving received from him all the intelligence ho could 
give relating to his own affair, he la»)d the case before counsel, and 
despatched a person to Ireland to make further inquiries upon the 
same subject ; who, on lus first arrival in that kingdom, found the 
claimant’s birtli was as publicly known as- any circumstances of that 
kind could possibly be at so great a distance of time. 

“ The usurper and his frieftds gave all the iiherruption in, their 
power to any researches concerning tliat affair, and had recourse 
to every art and expedient that could bo invented to prevent its 
being brought to a legal discussion ; privilege, bills in Chancery, 
orders of courts surrejititiously and illegally obtained, and every 
other iiiveiii-ion was made use of to bar and prevent a fair and 
honest trial by jury. The usurper himself and his agents, at. the 
same time that they formed divers conspiracies against his life, in 

vain endeavoured to detach Mr, M from the orphan^s cause by 

iunuuierabl€f-« artifices,^ insinuating, cajoling, and misrepresehting, 
with surprising dexterity and perseverance. 
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“ His protector, far from being satisfied with their reasons, was 
not only deaf to their remonstranees, but, believing him in danger 
from their rdj)eated eflbrls, had liiiu privately conveyed into the 
country, where an unhappy accident, which he has ever since 
sincerely regretted, furnished bin adversary witli a colourable pre- 
text to cut him off in the beginning of his career. 

‘‘A man luymeiiing to lose bis life by the accidental discliiirgo 
of a piece that chanced to bo in the 3'Oiing gentleiiian’s bands, the 
account of this misfortune no sooner readied the ears of his undo, 
than he^expressed the most immoderate joy at having found so 
good a hancjlc for destroying him under oohmr of law. He imme' 
•diately coustituted himself jirosecutor : set his emissaries at work 
to secure a coroner’s iiiquest suited to liis cruel purposes ; set out 
for the place in person, to take care that tlie prisoner should not 
escape ; insulted liiui iii Jail lu tho most luhuinan maiinor ; em- 
ployed a whole army of attorneys and agents t-o spirit up and 
carry on a mosF virulent proseoutiem ; iiractisod all tlio unfair 
methods tliat J^mld be invented, in order that the unhappy gentle- 
man should be irans])orted to Newgate from the healthy prison to 
which he was at first committed; eudca\oured to inveigle him 
into destructive confessions ; and, not to mention other uu^re in- 
famous arts employed in the affair of evidence, attempted to sur- 
prise him u])on liis trial in the .aUsence of his witnesses and coimsol, 
contrary to a previous agreement with the prosecutor’s own 
attorney ; nay, he even appeared in j)orson upon the bench at the 
’trial, in order to iutimidato the evidence, and browdieafc the unfor- 
tunate X)ri 80 ijpr at the bar, and expended above a thousand ])ourids 
in that prosecution. In spite of all his wicked efforts, however, 
which were defeated by the R]nrit and indefatigable industry of 
Mr. M — the young gentleman was hom>urably ac(juiited, to the 
evident sati.sfaction of £^1 the ins|»artial ; tlie misfortune, thfit gave 
a handle for that unnatural prosecution, appearing to a denmnstra- 
tion to have been a mere accident. * 

“ 111 a few months, his protector, who had now openly espoused 
his cause, taking with him tw» gentlemen to witness his trans- 
actions, conducted him to his native coiintiy, with a view to bo 
better informed of the strength of his pretensioiiB, than he could 
be by the intelligenco he h^^d hitherto received, or by the claimant’s 
own dark and almdsb obliterated remenibrauco of th# facts which 
were? essential to .b(? known. Upon tifeir arrival in Dublin, appli- 
cation* was made to those persons whom Mr. A had named as 

his schoolmasters and companions, together with the servants and 
ueighbOurs of his father. These, though examined .separately, 
without having ^tlio least previous intimation of what the claimant 
liad rejiorted, agreed in their accounts with him, as Well as with 
one another, and mentioned many other people as acfpiaintcd with 

the same facts, to whom Mr. M had recourse, and still mot 

with the same unvaried information. By these means, he made 
such progress hi his inquiries, that in less than two^nonths, no 
fewer than oue hunched persons from different quarters of the 
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kingdom, either perfioiially, or by letters, communicated their 
kiir»\vlodgo of the chiiniant, in declarations consonant with one 
another, as well as with the accounts ho gave of hiinf^elf. Several 
servants, w'ho had lived with his father, and been deceived with 
tlic story of his death, so industriously propagated by his uncle, 
no s(joner heard of his being in Dublin, than they came from 
dilTeront parts of the country to see him ; and though great pains 
wore taken to deceive tiiein, they, ncverthidess, kiiGw hija at first 
sight ; some f»f them fell upon Lhoir knees to thank Heaven for 
Ills preservation, embraced his legs, and shod tears of joy for his 
return. 

Although the conduct of his adversary, particularly in tlie 
above-mentioned prosecution, together with tlie evidence that 
already aj)}»eared, woni sulhcieiit to convinco all mankind of the 

truth of the claimant’s ]>reton.sions, Mr. M , in order to be 

farther satisfied, residved to see how ho would be received upon 
the spot where he was horn ; justly concliuliiiL,, tliat if he was 
really an impostor, the bastard of a kitclien-woncljj produced in 
a counlry entirely possessed by his enemy and his allies, lui must 
1)0 looked upon in that place with tlio utmost detest ation and con- 
tempt. 

“Tins his intention was no sooner known to the adverse party, 
tliau their agents and friends from all quarters repaired to tliat 
place w'ith all possible dosiiatch, and used all their iiitliienec with 
tjio people, in remonstrances, threats, and all the other arts they 
could devise, not only to discountenance the claimant upon his 
arrival, but even to si)irit up a moh to insult liim. Notwithstand- 
ing those precautions, and the servile awe and subjecLion in wliich 
tenants are kept by their landlords in that part of the country, 

as soon as it was kuoNvu that Mr, A approached the tow'ii, the 

inhabitaiiLs crowdfnl out in groat jpultiludes to receive and wel- 
come him, and accompanied him into tow'ri wdth acclamations and 
other oxprossunis of joy, insoaiucli that tlie agents of his adver- 
sary durst not show their faces. The .sovereign of the corporation, 
who was a particular creature andi favourite of the usurper, and 
whoso ah depended upon the issue of the cause, was so conscious 
of the stranger’s right, and so much awed by the behaviour of the 
people, wdu) knew that consciousness, that he did nob think it safe 
oven to presv^'ve the api>earauce of neutrality upon this occasion, 
but actually held the stirrii^) wdiilc Mr. A — t- dismounted rrom 
his horse. 

“ This sense of conviction in the people manifested itself still 
more ])oworfully, when In^ returned to the same place in the 

year 1744, about wliicli time Lord A , being informed of his 

resolutio*^, determined again to bo beforehand with him, and set 
out in person with his agents and friends, some of whom were 
detached before him to prepare for his reception, and induced the 
people to meet liim in a body, and accompany him to town, with 
such expre!!,i^ons of ’velconie as they had before bestowed on his 
nephew ; but, in spite of all their art and interest, he was suffered 
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fo pass through the streets in a mournful silence , and though 
several barrels of beer were produced, to court tlio favour of tlic 
populace, th^y had no other eflfcct tlyxn that of drawing their 

ridicule upon the donor : wherc-as, when Mr. A , two days 

afterwards, a^)peared, all the inhabitants, witli garlands, stroauiers, 
music, ai\d other ensigns of joy, crowded out to, meet hini, ami 
ushered him into town with such demonstrations of i)lefiBui'o and 
good-will^ thaf the noble peer found it convenient to hide liiinself 
from the resentment of hia own tenants, flie eHecls of w'liich Jio 
must h.J^'C severely felt, had not l)e been aereened by the timely 

remonstrances (d Mr. i\l , and the other g(uitleinan wlio accuni- 

. pained liiii com])etitor. 

“Nor did hia a])prchension vanish with tlui transaction of this 
day ; the t<nvn w^as again in uproar on the Sunday following, wlicii 
it was known that Mr. A-j- — in<t*ndod to come thither fiom Dun- 
main to churcli ; they went out to meet him as before, and con- 
ducted him to the churcli-door with accJamal ions, wJiich teriitied 
his uncle to sijih a degree, that In* lied with jueeipitation in a boat, 
and soon after entirely q\utted the ]dace. 

“It w’ould be almost an endless task to enumerate tlie partieular 
Kte]>s that wore taken by one side to ^womote, and by the other to 
delay t-lie trial. Tin* young gentleman’s adxersarie^. finding that 
they could not, by all the subterfuges and arts they had used, 
evade it, re])eated attempts were maile to assassiiiaie him and Ins 
protector, and every olistruction thrown in the way of liis cause 
•which craft could invent, villaiiy execute, and undue nilluence 
confirm. But all those ddlieiiltios ivore Mirmoiinted by the vigi- 
lance, const.'Acy, courage, and sagacity of M ; and at last tho 

affair was brought to a very solemn tiial at bar, which being con- 
Uiiued, by several adjournments, from the cle\onth to the twenty- 
fifth day of November, verdit!* was bnuid ff)r the claimant, by a 
jury of gentlemen, which, in iioiiit of I’epihation and jirojierty, 
caiii^)t be easily jiaralleled in tlie^ annals of that or any oilier 
country ; a jury that could by no means bo SLis})e(;le'l of jne- 

possoBsions in favour of Mr. , to wliose ])eiBon they Avere 

absolute strangers ; especially if w^e consider t-liab a gentleman in 
their neighbourhood, wlio was nephew to the fore.m.m, luid nearly 
related to some of the rest ^;f their number, forfeited a considerable 
estate by their decisfon. » 

“ 7h IS verdict,”^ siAd tho parson, “g-^ve the highest satisfaction 
to all imjiartial persons that ivere within reach t»f being duly in- 
formed of their proceedings, and of tlie different genius and 
conduotof the parties engaged in the contest ; but more cBpecially 
to such as were in court, as I wa.s, at the trial, and had an oppor- 
tunity of observ'ing the characters and behaviour of ilie pwsons 
who appeared there to give evidence. To sdbh it was very appa- 
rent, that all the witnesses produced there on tho part of the 
unclO) were either his tenants, dependents, pot-coinpanions, or 
persons some way or other interested in the insue of ttfe suit, and 
remarkable for a low kind of cunning ; that many of thorn were 
’ • N 
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pera(ms of profligate lives, who doservod no credit ; that, inde- 
pendent of tiio levity of their characters, those of them who went 

under the denomination of ^ colonels, Colonel L alone excepted, 

who had nothing to say, and was only brought ther<?. in order to 
give credit to that party, made so ridiculous a figure, and gave so 
absurd, contradictory, and inconsistent an evidence, as no court or 
jury could give the least degree of credit to. On tj.ie other hand, 

it was observed, that the nephew and Mr. M , his chief manager, 

being absolute strangers in that country, and uiiacquaiiiLcd with 
the characters of the persons they had to deal wMth, wer« obliged 
to lay before the court and jury such evidence as car,MC to their 
hand, some of whom plainly ap])eared to have been put upon them 
by their adversaries, with a design to hurt. It was also manifest 

tliat the witnesses produced for Mr. A wore such as could 

have no manner of connexion with him, nor any dependence what- 
soever np<m him, to influence their evidence ; fo.r the far greatest 
part of them had never seen him from his infancy, till tlie trial 
began ; and many of them, though poor, and undignified with the 
title of colonels, wore people of unblemished character, of great 
simplicity, and such as no man in his senses would pitch upon to 
sui)port a bad cause. It is plain that the jury, wln)se well-known 
honour, impartiality, and penetration must bo revered by all wlu> 
are acquainted with them, were not under the least difficulty 
about their verdict ; for they wore not enclosed above half-an-hour, 
when they returned with it. ^J'hese gontJonicn could not help 
observing the great iiie<iuality of the parties engaged, the griiat 
ail vantages that the uncle had in every otlier rcspeql, except the 
trutli and justice of his cause, over the neiiliew, by moans of his 
vast possessions, and of his power and influence all round the 
place of his birlli ; nor could the contrast between the diffcrenl 
geniuses of the two parties escape their observation ; they could not 
but SCO and conclude, that a , person who had confessedly 
port,ed and sold his orphan nephew into slavery, — who, on liis 
return, had carried on so unwarrantable and cruel a prosecution 
to take away his life, under colour 6i law, — and who had also given 
such glaring proofs of his skill and dexterity in the management 
of witnesses for that cruel purpose, — was in like manner capable 
of exerting the same happy talent on this occasion, when his all 
was at stake f more especially as he had so many others who ^ore 
equally interested with himself, and whose abilities in that respect 
fell nothing short of liis own, to second him in it. The gentlemen 
of the jury had also a near view of the manner in wllicli the 
witnesses delivered their testimonies, and lu*.d from thence an 
opportunity of observing many circumstances an(?> distinguishing 
charjictoristics of truth and falsehood, from which a great deal 
could bo gathered, that could not bo adequately conveyed by- any 

E rinted account, how exact soever ; consequently, they must have 
een much better judges of the evidence on which they founded 
their verdiefij than aify person who had not the same opportunity, 
can possibly be. 
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“ Thcso, Mr. rickle, were my reflections on what I had occasion 
to observe concerning that famous fritil : and, on iny return to 
England, years afterwards, T coul^J not help i^itying the self- 
sufficioncy of some people, who, at this distance, pretended to jmss 
their judgnSent on that verdict with as great positivoness as if 
they had been, in the secrets of the cause, or the jury who 

tried it andj^hat from no better autJiority than the declamations 
of Lord*\ — ^’s emissarios, and some falsified jirinted accounts, art- 
fully cooked up, on purpose to mislead and deceive. 

“ But to return from this digression : Lord A , the defendant 

in that cause, was so conscious of tlie strength and merits of Ins 
. injuretl v<?phew’s c/ise, and that a verdict would go against him, 
that he ordered a writ of error to be made out before the trial was 
ended ; and the verdict was no sooner given, than ‘he immediately 
lodged it, though he weHknew he hud jji» manner of error to assign. 
This expedient was jiractised merely for vexation and delay, in 

order to kcej) Mr. A from tlic pos’=>ession of the small estate 

he had rcco^rcd by the verdict ; that, his slender funds being 
exhausted, ho might be deprived of other means to prosecute in's 
right ; and, by the moat ojipresaive cuntrivaiicoa and scandalous 
chicanery, it has been kept up to tUm day, without hia being able 
to assign the least shadow of any error. 

“ Lord A w'lxs not the only antagonist that Mr. A had to 

deal with : all the different branches of the A family, wdio had 

been w^orrying one anotlior at la>v, ever since llie doatli of the late 

eaii of A , about tlie partition of his groat estate, W'ore now 

lirrnly united in an association against tliis unfortunate gentleman : 
mutual deetis weie executed among them, by which many great 
lordships and estates w'eve given up by the uncle to persons who 
had no right to jiussoss them, in order to engage them to side with 
him against his nciihc^v, in withholding the unjust possession of 
tlio remainder. 

^These confederates having liCiTl several ct>nsultation8 against 
their common enemy, and finding that his cause galht?red daily 
strength since tlio trial, by the accessiim of many witnesses of 
figure and reputation, who had not been heard of before ; and that 
the only clnmcc they had to prevent the speedy establishment of 

his right, and their own destruction, was by stripping Mr. M 

of the little money that yet remained, and 8topj)iii^T all further 
resoTircos whereljy^e might be enabled to proceed they there- 
fore came to a determined resolution to carry that Jiopiiful scheme 
into execution ; and, in pursuance thereof, they have left no 
expedient or stratagem, how extraordinary or scandalous soever, 

unpractised, to ^iistresB Mr. A and that gentleman. For that 

end, all the oppressive arts and dilatory, cxpen.sivo "contrivances 
that . the fertile invention of the lowest pettifoggers of the law 
could possibly devise, have with gi’eat dexterity been played off 
against them in fruitless quibbling, and malicious suits, entirely 
foreign to the merits of the cause. Not to*mentiorf numberleBs 
other acts of oppressign, the most extraordinary and unprecedented 



564 


Peregrine pickle. 


proceedings, by means whereof fhiH sham writ of error hath been 
kept on f<)ofc ever since NTovcmber, 1743, is to me,” said the doctor, 
“a most flagrant instance, yjot only of the prevalency V)f power and 
money, wlioii ouiployod, as in the prcHont case, against an unfor- 
tunate, }u‘l[)lcHs man, disabled, as he is, of the means of ascertaining 
his right, hut of the badness of a cause that bath recourse to so 
many ini(j nitons expedients to support it. ^ 

“In a word, the whole conduct of Tuord A and ifis party, 

from the beginning to this time, has been such, as sufficiently 
manifests that it could jiroceed frf»m no other motive? than a 
consciousness of Mr. A ’s right, and of tlieir own illegal usur- 

pations, and from a terror of trusting the merits of their jL-aso to a 
fair discussion by the laws of blicir country ; and that the intention 
and main drift of all tlieir proceedings plainly tends to sLillo and 
sinotlier the merits of the case from the Jcnowledge of the world, 
by oppressive arts and ingenious delays, rather than trust it to bho 
candid determination of an honest jury. What disc could bo the 
motives of kidnapjung the claimant, and transport him when 
an infant ‘i of (he various iittonipls made upon his life since his 
return V of tlio attomi^bs to divest him of all assista'icc to ascertain 

his right, by endoavuuring so solicitously to prevail on Mr. M 

to abandon him in the beginning of retaining an army of counsel, 
Viefore any suit iiad been commenced of the many sinister attempts 
to ])revont the trial at bar? of the various arts made use of to terrify 
any one from a()peai’iiig as witness for the claimant, and to seduco 
those who had a])])oared i of the shameless, uii]>recedouted, low 
tricks now [iraetised, to keep him out of the i>ossossu)U of that 
estate for which he had oht.uncd the verdict, thereby to disable 
him from bringing liis cause to a further hearing ; and of the 

atbenijits made to buy up Mr. M ’s dclits, and lo sjurit uj) suits 

against him ? Ts il not obvious, feom all J.hoso circvuuBtances, as 
well as from the obstruction they liiivc given to the attoriiey- 
gcneral’s [»rocccdiiig, to make a report to his majesty, on ^ho 
claimant’s petition to tlie king for the peerage, which was referred 
by his nia jeaty to that geutleuiaii sc/efar back as 1743, that all their 
efforts are bent to that one point of stifling, rather than suffering the 
merits of this cause to come to a fair and candid hearing ; and that 
the sole consideration at present between, them and this unfortunate 
man is not wkother he is right or wrong, but \fliethor he shall or 
shall not find money to brin^ this cause to a iin&l 4titerniinatiod ? 

“ Lord A. and his confederates, not thinking thciiiselvos safe 

witli all these expedients, while there w'as a possibility of their 
antagonist’s obtaining any assistance from such as Inirnanity, 
compassion, generosity, or a love of justice miglif induce to lay 
open tdieir purses to liis assisUince in ascertaining his right, have, 
by themselves and their uuinerous emissaries, employed all the. arts 
of calumny, slander, and detraction against him, by traducing liia 
cause, vilifying his person, and most basely and cruelly tearing 
his charactoV to piccc^y, by a thousand misrepresentations, purposely 
invented and industriously jiropagated iu tyll places of resort, 
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whicli is a kind of cowardly assassination that there is no 
guardinj^ agiunst : yet, in spite of all these machinations, and tho 
shaniofid inditfereiico of mankind, wht) stand aloof unconcerned, 
and sot this *inhai)i)y gentleman most inhumanly oj^prossed by the 

weight of lawdess power and faction, M , far from suflerinc 

himself to be dejected by tho multiplying ditlicultioa that crow'd 
upon himi, still exerts himself with amazing fortitude and assi- 
duity, and wdll, I doubt not, bring the affair ho began and carried 
on with so much spirit, while his finances lasted, to a happy 
conclusion. 

“It W(Hild exceed tliu bounds of my intention, and perhaps 
trespass foo muoli n])on your time, were I to onumcraLe the low 
artifices and shameful (piihblcs, l)y which the usurper has finind 
means to procrastinate the decision of tho contest iJotween him and 
Ins hapless nephew, or t^ givo .1 detail or the dainago and jierplexity 
wliicli Mr. M -r“- has sustained and been involved in, by the 
treachery and iagratitiido of some who listed Iheni.si'lves under 
him in the pTOseculion of this affair ; and hy the villany of othe’s, 
wlio, under various pretences of material di.scovorios tliey had to 
make, had fastened themselves upon liim, and continued 

to (If) all tho iiii.yohief in thedr power, until the cloven foot was 
delected. 

“ 6nc instance, liowcvcr, is so flagrantly flagitious, that 1 cannot 
re.sist the inelinatioii I foci to relate it, as an ()Xam]>lo of tho most 
infernal perfidy that jierhup.s ever entered the human lioart. 'I 

have already mentioned tlio part whirl) Ji acted in tho begin- 

rung of ]\I-« — ’s connection wutli (lie unfortunate sti'aiiger, and 

hinted that tln^ said IT l.iy under many obligations to that 

l^ontloiimn before Mr, A ’s arrival in England. lie bad been 

chief agent to Lord A , and, as it aftorw^unl.s appeared, received 

several jiayments of a* secret pension winch that lord enjoyed, for 
w'liiich he eitlujr could not or woi^hl not account. lli.s lordship, 
llieroforc, in ordiu’ to comjiel him to it, t(»ok out writs against him, 
and hi.s house was continually surrounded wdlli catchpoles for the 
space of two whole years. * 

“ Mr. M believing, from 11 ’s own account of tho matter, 

that the poor man was greatly injured, and prosecuted on account 
of his attachment dto the^unhappy young gentleman, did him all 
Ihoegood ofiices Ins power, and ^ecamo securit.f for him on 
several occasions ; nay, such W'as his opinion of his integrity, that 

after Mr. A was cleared of tho prosecution carried on against 

him by his uncle, his person was entrusted to the care of this 
liypocritc, wdio desired that tho young gentleman might lodge at 

his house for the convenience of aii, M ’a own oocj^sions calling 

him often into the country. * 

‘^Having thus, by his consummate dissimnlalioii, uciiuired such 
a valuable charge, he wTote a letter to one of Lord A ’s attor- 
neys, (offering to bolray Mr. A , provide^l hi.s lordship would 

Bottle his account, ami give him a discharge for eight liundred 
pQiwidg of the pepsjen, which he hM received and not aceountod 
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for. Mr. M , informed of this treacherous proposal, immediately 

removed his lodger from his house into his own, with(?ut assigning 
his reasons for so doing until he was obliged to declare it, in order 

to free himself from the importunities of H , who earnestly 

solicited liis return. This miscreant, finding himself detected and 
disappointed in his villanous design, w«'is so mucli enraged at his 
miscarriage, that, forgetting all the benefits he had *recoi»7erl from 

M for a series of years, he practised all the mischief that his 

malice could contrive against him ; and at length entered into a 
confederacy with one (J — st~y, and several other abandoned 
wretches, wlio, as before said, under various pretences of being 
able to make material discovorios, and otherwise to servo the 
cause, had found means to be employed in some extra business 
relating to it, though tlieir real intention was to betray the 
claimant. 

^‘Tlioso confederates, in conjunction with some other auxiliaries 
of infamous cliaractcr, being informed that Mr. M — ^ was on the 
pffint of securing a c()nsiderable sum, to enable liiimto ])rosecute 

Mr. A ’s right, and to bring it to a ha]>py conclusioii, contrived 

a deep-laid scheme to tlisaj^ponit him in it, and at once to ruin the 
cause ; and, prevhma measures being taken tliat wiekecl pur- 
pose, they imi>ose(l upon the young gentleman’s inexpencncQ and 
credulity, by husinuations equally false, pkiusiblo, and malicious ; 
to which they at length gainc<l his belief, by the mention of soma 
circumstances tliat gave what they alleged an air of probability, 

and oven of truth. They swore that Mr. M had taken out- an 

aotimi agaiiivSt him for a very largo sum of mom^y ; that they liad 
act ually seen the writ; tliat the intention of it was to throw him 
into prison for life, and rain his cause, in constvpieiico of an agroe- 

mont made by him Avith Lcn-d and his other enemies to 

retrieve the money that he liad laid out in tfib cause. 

“This plausible tale was eufoiced with such an air of truth, atii- 
dour, and earnest ooiiceni for his safety, and was strengthened by 
so many imprecations, and com»borating circimistances of their 
invention, as would have staggered one of much greater experience 

and knowledge of mankind tlian Mr. A could be supposed at 

that time to possess. The notion of poriictual imprisonment, and 
the corl.ini ruin they made him believe/ his cawsc was threatened 
with, worked^upon Ins imagination to such a degree, that ho*iuf- 
ferod himself to be led, like a lamb to tlie slaughter, V>y this artful 

band of villains, who secreted him at the lodgings of one P , an 

intimate of G 's, for several days, under colour of hia being 

hunted by bailiffs employed by Mr. M , where he was not only 

obliged by yiem to change his name, but even his wife was not 
sutferefi to have access to liini. 

“Their design was to have sold him, or drawn him into a ruinous 
comproiniao with his adversaries, for a valuable consideration to 
themselves. ^ But as ^no ties arc binding among such a knot of vil- 
lains, tlie reS» of the consjiirators were jockeyed by G , who, in 

order to monopolisQ the advantage to himself, burned liis piste 
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into tho countiy, and secreted^him, even from Lis confederates, in 
a pLice of coi^cealmeiifc one hundred miles from London, under the 

same ridiculous pretence of M 's •liaviiig taken out a writ 

against him,* and of bailiHa being in pursuit of him evexy where 
round London. 

* ‘ He was no sooner there, than G , as a previous step to tho 

other viljjinyiic intended, tricked liini out of a bond for six thou- 
sand pounds, under colour of his having a person ready to advance 
tho like sum upon it, as an iininediato fund for carrying on Ins 
cause ; Assuring liiiu, at the same time, iliat he had a set of gentle- 
men ready, who were willing to advance twenty-five thousand 
pounds iflore for tlie same i)ur])ose, and to allow him five hundred 
l^ounds a-year for his maintojiaiioe, till his cause should bo mado 

an end of, provided tliat Mr. M should have ho further cun- 

corn with him and his ciwso. 

“Mr. A , Jiaving by this time received some iiitimations of 

the deceit that had been put upon him, jnade answer, that lie 
should look I'ipon himself as a very ungrateful monster indeed, if ho ' 
deserted a jierson who had saved his life, and no generously v< n- 
tured his own, together with his fortune, in liis cause, until ho 
should lirst be certain of the trutlj of what was alleged of him ; 

and absolutely rejected the proposal. G , who bad no other 

view in making it, than to cover the secret villany he meditated 
against him, and to facilitate tho oxecntioii thereof, easily receded 

from it when ho found Mr. A so averse t«> it, and undertook, 

iioverthcloss, to raise the money ; adding, tljat ho might, if ho 

pleased, retiirii to Mr. M whoiiovcr it was secured. 'J'ho whole 

drift r)f this protended iindertaliing to raise the twenty-livo thou- 
sand pounds, was only to lay a foundation for a <loxtorous coiitri- 

Vance to draw Mr. A unwarily into tho execution of a deed, 

relinquishing all his i^ht amF title, under a notion of its being a 
deed to secure the I’epaymcnt of th^t sum. 

“G , having, as ho imagined, so far ])avcd tho way for tho 

execution of such a deed, enters into an agreement with an agent, 

emiiloyed for that purpose by Mr. A ’s adversaries, purporting, 

that in consideration of the iiaymenb of a bond for six thousand 

pounds, which he, G , had, as he jiretoiided, laid out in Mr. 

A ’s cause, aiuLuf an .ninuity of seven hundred pounds a-year, 

he vaa to procure ^)r them from Mr. A a deed rt^idy executed, 

relinquishing all right and title to tffe A estate and honours. 

Everything being prepared for tho execution of this infernal 

achem(>', unknown to Mr. A , G then thought jiropcr to 

send for him to town from his retirement, in order, as he i>retended, 
to execute a'fl(*urity <if twenty -five thousand pounds. 

“ This intended victim to that villain’s avarice no sooner arrived 
in town, full of hopes of money to chrry on his cause, and of agree- 
ably surprising his friend and protector Mr. M wuih so season- 

able and unexpected a reinforcement, than an unfoi-cscon difficulty 

arose concerning the jiayinent of G ’s six fliou8and*i)ound bond. 

Tb^ money was to have boon raisejJ out of tjm estate of a lunatic* 
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which could not he done witliout the leave of the Court of Chanceiy, 
to whom an accoimt must have been given of the intended appli' 
cation of it. While preparjvtions were making to rectfiy tlfia omis- 
sion, (i immediately carried Mr. A again iiito^the country, 

lest he should happen t<' be undeceived by some means or other. 

“Ill the mean time, this wicked machination was providentially 

discovered by Mr. M , before it could be carried ipto execution, 

by means of the jealousies that arose among the conspirators them* 
selves ; and was, at the same time, conlirmed to him by a person 

whom the very agent f<»r the A party had entrusted vdth the 

secret. M no sooner detected it, tlian he commuipcated his 

di.scovory to one of Mr. A ’.s counsel, a man of great worth ; and 

immediately thereupon took proiier measures to defeat it. He then 

found means to lay open to Mr. A himself the treacherous 

BcJicmo tliat was laid for his destruction \ he was highly sensible 
of it ; ami could never afterwards reilect on the snare that he had 
so unwarily been drawn into, and had so narrowly escaped, without 
a mixture of hoiT(»r, shame, and gratitude to his deli\\*rer. 

“The consummate assurance of the monsters who were engaged 
in this plot, after they had been detected, and upbraided witli their 
treachery, is scarce to bo paralleled : for they in't only owned the 

fact of s])ivitiiig Mr. A away, in the manner above mentioned, 

but jnslitied then* doing it as tending t.o his service. They also 
inaiiitaiued, that they had actually secured the twciity-fivo thou- 
sand pouudH for liim, though they never could name any one 
person who w/vs to have advanced tlie money. No man was more 

active in this wcliemo than H ; nor any man more ^solicitous to 

keep Mr. A up in tlie falj^e impressions he had received, or in 

projecting methods ti^ ruin liia protector, tliaii he. 

“ Among many other exjiedieiits for that purpose, a most mali-* 
cioLis attempt was made to lodge an inforiii'atioii against him for 
treasonable iiraotice.s with the secretary of state, nolwithstaiidiiig 
tlie repeated proofs he had givCii of his loyalty ; and, as a prejia- 
ratory sti^p bj his accusation, a letter, which this traitor dictated, 
ivas copied by anoUicr [lerson, ain? actually sent to the earl of 

C , iin])orting, that the person who copied the letter had an 

alfair of consequence to communicate to his lordship, if ho would 
appoint a time of receiving tlie informi\t,ioii. Hut that person, 
upon a full (vonviotion of the villany of the scheme, absolutely 
refused to ])rocced farLlier ii* it ; so tliat his^bi^lice once pioro 
proved abortive ; and, before he had time to execute any other 
eontrivaiico of tlio same nature, he was imprisoned in this very jail 
for debt. 

“ Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and hlmsijlf destitute of 
all othe,r rcssurce, he made application to the very man whom he 
had injured in such an outrageous manner, set forth his deplorable 
case in the most pathetic terms, and entreated him, with the most 
abject humility, to use his influence in his behalf. The distress of 

this varlet ij^imediato^y disarmed M of his resentment, and 

even excited his compassion. Without sending any answer to hU 



MEMOIRS OF MR. M- 


CONCLUDED, 


569 


remonstrances, he inttn’ceded for him with his creditors ; and the 
person to -vvliom he was chiefly indebted refusing to release him 
without •security, this unwearied benefactor joined with the 
prisoner in bond for above two hundred and forty pounds, for 
which he obtained his release. 

“He was no sooner discharged, how'ever, than he entered into 

fresh coi]jbina^ions with (> and others, in order to thwart his 

deliverer in his schemes of raising money, and otherwise to distress 
and deprive him (jf liberty, for which purpose, no art or industry, 
perjury €iot excepted, lias been sjwired ; and, what is still more 
extraordinary, this perfidious monster, having found money to take 
•up the bond, in consequence of which he regained his freedom, has 

procured a w'rit against M ii])on that very f)bligation, and 

taken assignments to some other debts of that gontleman wdth the 
same Christian intentio«. Ihit hilhertu ho lias, by surprising 
sagacity and iiris|jaken resolution, baffled all their infernal contriv- 
ances, and retorted some of their machinations on tlieir own 
lioads. At tlj^ t ime, wlien he is siip])osed by wmie, and repr(jscnted 
by others, as under tlie oircunistances of oblivion and jle.spt>ndenco, 
ho proceeds in his design with the utmost calmness and intrepidity, 
meditating sehemes, and ripening measures, that will one day 
coiiffiniid his cnemic.s, and attract the notice and .'dmiration of 
mankind.” 

JVrogrine, having thanked the priest for his oliligiiig informa- 
tion, expressed his siirj)risc at the scandalous inattention of the 
'world to an aflair of sucli importance ; observing, that, by such 

inlmman nejjject, this unfortunate young gentleman, Mr. A 

was absolutely deprived of all the benefit of society, the sole end of 
which is, to protect the rights, redress the grievances, and pnunote 

l^ie happiness of individuals. As for tlie cliaractor of M , he 

said, it was so romaiiti«ally sinjflilar in all il.s circiimstaiieos, that, 
tliougli other motivtis wore wanting curiosity alone would induce 
him to seek his acquaintance . but he did not at all wonder at the 
ungrateful returns which had been made t(» Ins gennopify by 

H and many others, whonf he had served in a manner that 

few, besides himself, w'oiild h.avc done ; f(U' he liad been long 
convinced of the truth conveyed in these lines of a celebrated 
Italian author : — . • 

Liflix'nr-finil che, par la4oro ^rAndoz/a, non ponllO or-^ci giiidordon.ati, ^lon la scrlerata 
monota (if‘U' ingratiUidhsc rou i pugati. 

“ The- story which you liavo related of that young gentleman,” 
said he,’ “ bears a vq^y strong resemblance to the fate of a Spanish 
nobleman, as it jvas communicated to me by one of liis own intimate 
friends at Paris. The Countess d’Alvare/ died immecfiatoly* after 
the birth of a son ; and the husband surviving her but throe years, 
the child was loft solo heir to his honours and estate, under the 
guardianship of his uncle, who had a small fortune and a great 
many children. This inhuman relation, C(*veting the Wealth of his 
infant ward, formed a^dosign against tjie life of the helpless orphan, 
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and trusted the execution of it to his valet-de-chambre, who was" 
tempted to undertake the murder by the promise of considerable 
reward : he accordingly sta'bbed the boy with a knife in three dif- 
ferent places, on the right side of his nock ; but, as* he was not 
used to such barbarous attempts, his hand failed in the perform- 
iinco ; and he was seized with such remorse, that, perceiving the 
wounds were not mortal, he carried the hapless victiir. to the house 
<»f a surgeon, by whose care they vv^ero healed : and, in the mean 
time, that he might not forfeit liis recotnj>enso, found moans to 
persuade his employer lliat his orders vven^ \>erforined. A' bundle, 
being made up for the purpose, was publie.l}^ interred as the body 
of the child, who was said to have boon suddenly carried oft’ by a 
convulsion ; and the uncle, without op]ii>sition, succeeded to his 
honours and estate. The })oy, being cured of his wounds, was, 
about the age of six, delivered, witli a small sum of money, to a 
merchant just oinbarkiiig for Turkey ; who was ^iven to under- 
stand that he was the bastard of a man of quality^^ and that, for 
family reasons, it was necessary to conceal his birth. ^ 

“ While the unfortunate orphan rcinainod in this deplorable 
state of bondage, all the childi’cn of the usurper died one after 
another ; and he himself, being taken dangerously ill, attributed 
all his atllictiojis to the just judgment of (3od, and oommum- 
catod his anxiety on that subject to the valct-de-cliambro who had 
been employed iii the murder of his iiophovv'. That domestic, in 
order to (piiet his master’s conscience, and cairn tlio x>crturbation 
of his spirits, confessed w'hat he had done, and gave him hopes of 
still finding the boy, by dint of industry and expense. ’J’he 
uuhapi>y child being the only lu>po of the family of Alvaroz, tho 
uncle immediately ordered a minute impiiry to be .sot on forit ; in 
conso(|uciico of which ho was informed that the orphan had been 
sold to a Turk, wh(' liad afterwards^ tran.sfef'red him to an English 
merchant, by whom ho. wvis conreyed to London. 

“An expres.s >vas immediately despatched to this capital, where 
he understood that I ho unhappy exile had, in coiiBidcration of his 
faithful Korvices, been bound appVeiitice to a French barber- 
surgeon ; and, after he had sufficiently qualified himself in that 
profession, been received into tlie family of tho Count do Gallas, at 
that time the emperor’s ambas.sador at the court of London. From 
the house of fhis iioblomaii, lie was traced into tjie service of O^unt 
d’Oberstorf, where ho hatl married his lady’s chambermaid^ and 
then gone to settle as a surgeon in Bohemia. 

“In the course of tliose inquiries several years elapsed: his 
uncle, who w'a.s very much atbiched to the hoiwe of Austria, lived 
at BarcoloivA, wlien the father of the cm press -qifeeh resided in 
that city, and lent him a very considerable sum of money in tho 
most pressing emergency of his affiiirs ; and, when that prince was 
on the point of returning to Germany, the old count, finding his 
end approacjiing, sent his father-confessor to his majesty, with a 
circumstantiJbl account of tho barbarity he had practised against 
his nophow, for which he in»ploi-ed forgiveifess, and begged Uq 
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would give orders, that the orphan, when found, should inherit the 
dignities ^ind iortune which he had unjustly usurped. 

“ His majesty assured the old man, tlTat ho might make liimself 
easy on that* score, and ordered the confessor to follow him to 
Vienna, immediately after the count’s death, in order to assist liis 
endeavours in thuling out the injured heir. The prmst did not fail 
to yield oi>odic*ice to his command : he informed himself of certain 
natural marks on the young count’s body, which were known to 
the nurse and w^omen who attended him in In's infancy ; and, with 
a goutleitiau whom the emperor ordered to accompany him, set out 
for Bohemia, whore ho soon found the object of liis imiuiry, in the 
capacity of major-domo to a nobleman of that country, lie having 
quitted his profe.ssiou of surgery for lliat olKce. 

“He was not a little surprised when ho femnd liimself circum- 
stantially c^itechizcd abodt the particulars of his life by iiersons 
commissioned for*that purpose by the emperor. He told tlicni, that 
ho was absolu^^dy ignorant of his own liirtli, though he had been 
informed, durftig his residence in Turkey, that ho was the bastard 
of a Spanish grandee ; and gave them a minute detail of the 
pilgrimage lie had undergone. This infivrmation agreeing with 
the intelligence which the priest had already received, ami being 
coiToborated by the marks upon his body, and the very scais of the 
wounds wdiich had been inflicted upon him in his infancy, the 
confessor, without further liesit/atioii, sjilnted him by the name 
.of Count d’Alvarez, grandee of Siiain, and explained the whole 
mystery of his fortune. 

■‘If he Wi^^ agreeably amazed at this explanation, tho case was 
otherwise with liis wife, who thought herself in gioat danger of 
being abandoned by a husband of such Jn'gii rank ; but ho imnie- 
(fiately dispelled her appreheusion by assuriug her that as she had 
shared in his adversity llie shoulcl also parts ke of his g(»od fortune. 
He sob out immediately for Vionna»lo make his aekuowlodgments 
to tlie emperor, wOio f.ivoured him with a very gracious recejition, 
promising to use Ins intliience so that lie might enjoy the honours 
and estate of his family ; anti in the moan time aekno\vledg(‘(l 
himself his debtor for four hundred thousand llorins which he liad 
borrowed from his uncle. He threw' himself at tlie feet of his 
august protector, e:3#pvesscd the most grateful sense ^of his good- 
nossjittnd begged h% might be pcruiit^^d to settle in some of his 
imperml majesty’s dominions. This ie<]uest was iinmitdiatoly 
granted ; he was allowed to piirohase land in any j^art of the 
hereditary dominions of the house of Austria to the amoimt of 
tho sum I have nflcntioned, and made choice of tho country of 
Haiibor, in Sibi^ia, where, in all probability, he still resydeH.”^ 

Peregrine had scarce finished the narrative wdicii he ]>erceived 

Mr. *M slip something into the hand of the young man with 

whom Ko had been conversing at the other end of tho room, and 
rise up from the table in’ order to take bis leave, lie at ^nco under- 
pto(Kl tho meaning of this conveyance, and longed an opjior- 
tuuity to be ac(|uaitftQd with such 8^ mve instance of primitive 
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boiiovolouco ; bui the coiificiouanesa of his present situation hin- 
dcToil him from making any advance that might J^e construed 
into forwardness or presumption. 


Cm \r. XGIX. — He Is Kurprised with the Appe.irance of llatcliwav and f'ipes, who take up 
tlieir Jlahitiition m Ins Nriithhourhood, contrary to his Inclination and express Dcaire. 

now regularly initi«'ited in the mysteries of the Fleet, and 
reconciled in smne measure to the customs of the place, lie began 
to boar the edge of rollcction without wincing ; and thinking it 
would be highly imjwudent iii him to defer any longer tlie jmrposcs 
by which only ho could enjoy any t^aso and satisfaction in liia con- 
luiomont, ho resolved to resume his task j[*f translating, and every 
week compfiso an occasional paper, by way of revenge upon the 
minister, against whom he had denounced oternalNvar. With this 
view he locked himself up in his cliambei*, and woiift^to work with 
gloat eagerness and application ; wdien ho was intenMi])Uid by a 
ticket- porter, who, putting a letter in his liand, vanished in a 
moment before he had time to peruse the contents. 

Our hero, ojaming the billet, was nob a little surprised to find <a 
bank-note for lifty pounds, enclosed in a blank sheet of paper ; and 
hiving exercised his memory and peiiotnitioii on the subject of 
thi.s unexpected windfall, had just Ci included that it could come 
from no other band than the lady who had so kindly visited him 
a few^ days before, when his ears were suddenly iiuyxded by the 
well-known sound of that whisllo winch always hung about the 
nock of Pi[>es as a meinori U of his former occupation. I’liis tune 
being jierfoimod, he lu'iu’d the noise of a wooden leg ascending the 
stair ; upon which lie opened Ins- door, «4id beheld bis friend 
Hatchway, with his old sliijnnatc at his back. 

After a cordud shake of the 'liand, with tlio usual salutation of 
“ AVhat cheer, cousin Pickle ? ” Imncst .Jaek seated himself without 
ceremony, and casting Ins eyes aroukud the apartment, “Split my 
top-stay sad,” said he, with an arch sneer, “you have got into a 
snug bej-tli, cousin. II ere you ma3’ sit all weathers, without being 
turned cjiit to take ytiiir watch, and no fear of Jhc ship’s dragging 
her anchor, ^ou ha’n’t much room to spare, ’tis true : an’ In^d I 
known as Imw you stowed .soVlose, Tom should Rave flung my own 
hammock for you, and then you mought liave knocked down this 
great lubberly hurricane house. Put, mayhap, you turn in double, 
and so you don’t choose to liust yourself and ypur doxy to a clue 
and canva.s. ” ^ 

Pickle boi**c his jokes with great good humour, rallied him in his 
turn about tlio dairy-maid ax tlio garrison ; and, inquiring about 
his friends in the’ country, asked if he liad been to visit his niece ; 
and iiiwlly expressed a desire of knowing the cause of his journey 
to London. *iThe lieutenant satisfied his curiosity in all these par- 
ticulars ; and, in answer to the last question, t^observed that, from 
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the information of Pipes, understanding that he was land-locked, 
he had come from tlie country in order to tow him into tlio oiling. 
“ I know nol^how the wind sits,” said lie, but if so be as three 
thousand pounds will bring you clear of the cape, say the word, and 
you sha’n’t lib wind-boinul another glass for want fit the money.'’ 

This was an ofl'or which few jieople in our hero’s situation would 
have altogether refused, especially as lie had all the reason in the 
world to* beliSve that, far from being a vain, unmeaning conijdi- 
ment, it was the genuine tribute of friendship, which the lieutenant 
would hi^ve willingly, ay, and with jiloasuro, ])aid. N’eviutholess, 
Peregrine jiereinpttu’ily refused lus assistance, though not without 
expressing himself in terms of acknoMdedgineiit suitable to the 
occasion. He told him it would In^ time enough to make use of his 
generosity when ho should lind linnself destitute of all other 
resource. Jack employejJ all ihotuiic with a view of porKuading 
liini to take this ojiportunity to jn’oenre his own enla.igtunent ; 
and, finding his *arg aments incfrectual, insi.sted u]>on his acci'pt- 
iiig an imme(>ato supjJy for Ins necessary occasions ; swearing, 
witli groat veTiemence, that he \Miijhl never return to tlio garrisiui 
iiiiloss he would put him upon the footing of any otlier tenant, and 
receive his rout accordingly. 

Our young gonl-hmian as positively sworc^ that, he iie-vor would 
consider him in that light ; remonstrating that he had long ago 
settled the house upon him for life, as a pledge of his f>wn esteem, 
as well as m conformity with the eoiinnodoie’s desire ; and, beseech- 
ing him to return to his usual avocations, profijsted that, if ever 
his situatum should subject liim to the necessity of horniwiiig fiom 
Ills friends, ^Ir. Hatchway should bo tlio hist man to whom lio 
would ap})ly himself for succour. To convince him that tins was 
Ut)t the case at present, he produce<l the bank-note which ho liad 
received in the letter,,togoLheii with his own rijady money, and 
mentioned some other funds, which he invented extempore, in older 
to amuse the lieutenant’s concern. *lu the close of tins exjuistula- 
tion, he desired Pipes to conduct Mr. Hatchway to the c< ‘flee house, 
where ho might entertain hims#lf with the newspaper for lialf an 
hour, during which ho would put on liis clothes, and hesjieak some- 
thing for dinner, that they might enjoy each other’s company as 
long as his occasions woulc^pormit him to stay in that place. 

The two sailors 'R’ere no sooner gone, than he tool# up the jicn, 
and Wrote the folloVfing letter, in wdiicfi he enclosed the bank-note, 

to his generous benefactress : — 

• 

“ Madam, — Y our huiuanUy Is not more InRonions than my puspicli ii In vain you 
attempt to impose upon me by an i ct of Kenel 0 ^lty, wbirb no pei>t»ri up'Mi raitlt, but 
your lailyship, is cjapable of committing Thougii yc»ur name was not siilisc i ibed on t'lo 
paper, your sentimeifte were lully displayed in tlm (oiilents, width 1 must be|; leave 
to restore, with the same sensn of grutitudi*, and for the same tfa-ons I exprcfesed, when 
last I.liad the honour to converse with you upon this subject. Though J am deprived 
of my'libeity by the vlUany and ingratitude of mankiinl, I am nof yet destitute of the 
other conveniences of life ; and, therefore, beg to be excused tmm iiuMirring mi imiiecea«-ary 
Addition to that load of obligalloo you have already laid upon, niadaiu, jour lad) ship a 
moat devoted, humble aervaut. * / 

“ I’r.llLGUtVB PlC«Lw,'' 
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Having dressed himself, and repaired to the place of appoint- 
ment, ho despatched this epistle by the hands of Pipes, who was 
ordered to leave it at her Jadyship*s house, without 'staykig for an 
answer ; and in the mean time gave directions for dinner, which ho 
and his friend Hatchway ate very cheerfully in his oVn apartment, 
after he liad entertained him witli a sight of all the curiosities in 
the place. During their repast Jack repeated liis kind offers to our 
adventurer, who declined them with his former *obstihacy, and 
bogged ho might be no more importuned on that subject ; but, if 
lie insisted upon giving sonic fresli proofs of his friendship, he 
might have an opjiortiiiiity of exhibiting it in taking Pipes under 
his care and protection ; for notliiiig allccted him so nmoh as hie 
inability to provide for such a faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired he would give himself no trouble on that 
score ; he being, of liis own accoi'd, perf/^ictly wt;!! disiiosed to be- 
friend his old shipmate, who should never want while he had a 
shilling to spare. But he began to droji some hints of an intention 
to fix his quarters in the Fleet, observing, that iht^ air seemed to 
be very good in that pl<ace, and that he was tired of living in the 
country. What he said did not amount to a plain declaration, 
and therefore Peregrine did not answer it as such, though he per- 
ceived his drift, and took an opport^uiiity of describing the incon- 
veniences of the place in such a manner as he hoped would deter 
him from putting such an extravagant plan in execution. 

• This expedient, however, far from answering tho end proposed, 
had a ipiite contrary effect, .and furnished Hatchway with an argu- 
ment against his own unwillingness to quit such jb disagreeable 
jilico. Ju all probability, Jack would have been more explicit, 
with regard to the scheme ho had proposed, if the conversation had 
not been intcrruiiteil by the arriv.-il of Oadwallador, wdio nevor 
failed in the pcrnn’inanco of his* diumalu visit. Hatchway, con- 
jecturing that tlii-s stranger might have some private business with 
his friend, quieted the apartnieiit, on pretence of taking a turn ; 
and, meeting Pipes at tlio door, desired his company to tho Bare, 
by which name tho open space isclistinguished ; where, during a 
course of perambulation, these two comjianions held a council 
upon Picklo : in consequence of which it wan determined, since he 
oiistinetely persisted tv) refuse their a^^sislance, that they should 
take lodgings in his neighbourhood, with a view of being at hand 
to minister unto his occasioAs, in spite of his false delicacy, accord- 
ing to tho emergency of liis affairs. 

This resolution being taken, they consulted the bar-keei>er'of the 
coffee-house about lodging, and she directed Jihem to the warden, 
to whom the lieutenant, in his great wisdom, represented himself 
as a ‘kinsman to Peregrine, who, rather than leave that young 
gentleman by himself to tho unavoidable discomforts of a prison, 
was inclined to keep him company, till such time as his affdrs 
could be put in order. This measure he the more anxiously desired 
to take, beVauso the' prisoner was sometimes subject to a disordered 
imagination, upon which occasion he stood it), need of extraordinary 
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attendiince ; and therefore he, the lieutenant, entreated the warden 
to accommodate him with a lodging for himself and his servant, 
for whidi hc'was ready to make any neasonable acknowledgment. 
The warden, who was a sensible and humane man, could not helj) 
applauding fiis resolution ; and several rooms being at that time 
unoccupied, he put him immediately in possession of a couple, 
wliich were forthwith prepared for his reception. 

This affair l^ing settled to his satisfaction, he despatched Pipes 
for his portmanteau ; and, returning to the colleo-house, found 
Peregrii^e, with wlioin he spent the remaining part of tlie evening. 
Our hero, taking it for granted that he proposed to set out for the 

• garrison next day, w’rote a meiiioraiidum of some books which he 
had left in that habitation, and which he now do.sired Jack to send 
up to town by the waggon, directed for Mr. Crabtree.* He cautioned 
him against giving the V-ast hint nf bis misfortune in the neigh- 
bourhood, that it might remain, as long as possildo, concealed from 
the knowledge of liis sister, who, lie know, would atliict herself 
immodcrately^^t the news ; nor reach the ears of tlie rest of his 
family, who would exult and triumjdi over his distress. 

llatcliway listened to his injunctions with gieat attention, and 
promised to demean himself accordingly : then the discourse shifted 
to «*in agi’ccahle recapitulation of the merry scenes they had formerly 
acted together ; and the evening being pretty far advanced, Pere- 
grine, with seeming reluctance, told liim that the gates of the Fleet 
would in a few minutes be shut for tlio night, and that there was 

* an absolute necessity for his witlidrawing to Jiis lodging. Jack 

ro2jlied, that^ho could not think of parting with him so soon, after 
such a long separation ; and that lie w'as determined to stay with 
him an hour or two longer, if he should be obliged to take up his 
lodging in the streets. Pickle, rather than disoblige his guest, 
indulged him in his deaire, aiub'resolved to give him a sliai e of his 
own bed. A pair of chickens and asparagus were bosiK»keii for 
supper, at which Pipe.s attended, wicli an air of internal satisfaction ; 
and the bottle was bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight, 
when the lieutenant rose up bi^akc his leave, obsoi-ving, that, being 
fatigued with riding, he was inclined to turn in. Pipes, upon this 
intimation, produced a lantern ready lighted ; and Jack, shaking 
hia entert^iiner by the har^d, w'islicd him good night, and promiKod 
to visit him again betimes in the morning. ^ 

Peregrine, im^gfhing that his belfaviour proceeded from the 
wine, which he had plentifully drunk, told him, that, if he was 
dispdkod to sleep, his bed was ready prei»ared in the room, and 
ordered his attend^inb to undress his master ; upon which Mr. 
Hatchway gave him to understand that he had no occasion to 
incommode his irieud, having already provided a lodgifig foiP hine 
self ; and the young gentleman demanding an explanation, ho 
frankly owned what he had done, saying, “You gave mo such a 
dismal account of the place, that I could not think of leaving you 
in it without company.’’ Our young geutleiban, wlift w^as natu- 
rally impatient of ^encfitB, and foresaw that this uncommon 
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instance of Hatchway’s friendship would encroach upon tli6 plan 
which he had formed for his own subsistence, by engrossing his 
time and attention, so as tjaat ho should not be ablO'to prosecute 
bis labours, closeted the lieutenant next day, and demonstrated to 
him the folly and ill cousecpieuccs of the step he hall taken. He 
observed, that the world in general would look upon it as the effect 
of mere madness ; and, if his relations were so disposed, they might 
make it the foundation for a sbatiito of lunacy agaJnst him ; that 
his absence from the garrison must be a very great detriment to 
his private affairs ; and, lastly, that his presence in t]ie Fleet 
would bo a very great binderance to Pickle himself, whoso liope of 
regaining his liberty altogiitbcr depended upon his being detached 
from all company and interruj)tion. 

To those remonstrances Jack replied, that, as to the ojiinion of 
the world, it was no more to him than rotten notdine ; and if 
his relations had a mind to have his upper- works condemned, ho 
did not doubt but ho should be able to staml tlib survey, without 
being declared uiitit for service; that he bad in affairs at the 
garnsoii but such as would keep C()ld ; and with regWd to Ihcklo’s 
being inl-erru[)lod by his presence, ho gave him Ins word that ho 
would never come alongside of him, except wlion ho should give 
him the signal for holding discourse. In conclusion, ho signilied 
his resolution to stay were ho was, at all events, without making 
himself accountable to any person whatsoever. 

Peregrine, seeing him determined, desisted from any farther 
irujiortunity, resoh iiig, however, to tire him out of his ])l<m by 
reserve anil supercilious neglect ; for ho could not bear the Ihouglib 
of being so notoriously obliged by any jiorson upon earth, Willi 
this view, he quitted the lioiiteiitirib upon some slight pretence, 
after having told him that be could nob have the pleasure of h\,s 
company at diiiuei , because ho was. .engaget} wotli a particular club 
of bis folio w-pi isoners. 

Jack Avas a stranger b) the punctilios of boliavioiir, and therefore 
did not take this declaration amiss ; but bad iru mediate recourse 
to the advice of bis counsellor ]\V’. Pipes, who propc»sod that he 
should go to the coireu-hou.se and kitchen, and give the people to 
understand that ho Avould pay for all such liquor and provisiims 
as Mr. Pickle should order to he sent^ to his own lodging. This 
expedient wjie iniinediately practised; and, as 'tliere was no credit 
in the place, Hatchway iKjiositcd a sum oft money, by wt^y of 
security, to the cook ami the vintner, intimating, that there was a 
necessity for taking that method of befriending his cousin ^Pere- 
grine, who was subject to such strange whims, as rendered it 
impossible to servo liim any other \va.y. 

In •eonsobiieiico of these insinuations, it was ‘^that same day 
rumoured about the Fleet, tliat Mr. Pickle was an unhappy gen- 
tleman disordered in his understand iiig, and that the lieutenant 
was his near relation, who had subjected himself to the inconveni- 
ence of livvng in jail, with the sole view of keeping a strict eye 
over his conduct. This report, however, did^ not reach the ears of 
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our hero till fclio next dny, wlien ho sent one nf the runners of tho 
Fleet, who attended him, to bospwik and pay fur a couple of )»ullets, 
and sonAithiiljj; else, for dinner, to W'ImcIi he had already iiivite<l 
his friend Hatchwaj^, in hope of being aide to persuade him to 
retire into the country, after lie liJtd uiidergono a whole day’s 
mortification in the place. Tlie messenger retui’iied with an as- 
surance that ^tho dinner sliould bo made ready according to his 
directions, and restored the money, observing tliat bus Uinsniaii 
had paid for what was bosjiokon. 

Perogfano was ctpially surpriseil and dis'iusied at this inhtrnia- 
tioh, and ,ros(dv'^ed to chide the luMifeiicint severely for liis uusea- 
sonalde treat, which lie considered as a thing n‘piign:inl. to his 
reputatjoir Meanwhile, he dos]»atclu‘d Jus alleiidant for wdne to 
the collee liouse ; and liiiding his eredil. l)olsl('red up in ibal- jdaee 
by the same means, wvys on- t-id at, rlie ])ivsimij>tioii of Jack’s 
friendship, lie (|uesLioiied f.lie valet ivboiit il with siicli manifesta- 
tions of (lispleashre, that the fellow, at i aid r>l liisobliging sueli a 
good master, ^ j ran IvJy communicated tlie sloiy winch w.is eU'ciilate I 
at hi.s eX[)L'nse. 'J’lie young geiillemaii was so inucli iiiecjiiseil ril- 
this ])iece of intelligence, tliat lie wrote a biller ex])ostii]alioii to 
the lieutenant, wherein he not only veiracled his invitation, but- 
declared that he would never converse witli him wdole ho sliould 
remain witlun the place. 

Having thus obeyed tlie dictates of liis anger, he gave notice t-o 
the cook that he should not have 0(;casiun foj' wJiat wan ordered, 
llepaiving to the cotlee-housc', he told the laiidJuul that, wdiereas, 
he uiidorsto(^d tho stranger witJi the W'ooden leg had prepossessed 
him and others with ridiculous notions, fending to bring the sanity 
of his intellects in (piostioii ; and, to con linn this iiujiulal ion, had, 
lander tlie prelmice of consanguinity, undeitiiken to di'fiay his 
expenses; he could ii(;t helji, la pisti<-e to himself, declaring, that 
the same person was, in reality, I he madman, wlio hail given his 
keepers the slip ; tliat, therefore, he, tlie J.imllord, would not iiiid 
his account in complying with his orders, and eiicoiiiagiog him to 
frecpient Ins house ; and that, -f for his own jiart, lie would never 
enter tho door, or favour him with the least trilte of his custom, if 
ever ho should for the future find liimself anticipated in liis 
payments by that iiiihapjiy^lunatic. 

The vintner w'as\uiifounded at this retorted cliarg^j ; and, after 
much jicrplexity iinil deliberation, concluded that botli ]jartie.s v. (‘re 
distracted ; the stranger, in pa^\iiig a man’s debts against his will ; 
and Pickle, in being (iHeiided at such forwardness of ti iendsliip. 


CiiAP. C.— These Aasociatea commit nii Aswult upon Cr'ibtrr(*, lor tliey are 

•banished from ihe Fleet— Peregrine begins to tecl tiie KITeciB nl' ConflnL-inoni. 

OuK adventurer having dined at an ordinary, and in the afternoon 
retired to hi.s own apartment, as usual, Avith hi.s’ friend (,^idwalhider, 
Hatchway and lila associate, after they had been obliged to diseiisa 

' U O 
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tho provision for which they had paid, renewed their conference 
upon the old Bubjeeb. Pipes giving his messmate to understand 
that Peregrine’s chief confidant was the old deaf bimhelor whom 
ho had seen at his lodging the preceding day, Mr. tlatcliway, in 
his groat penetration, discovered that the young*, gentleman’s 
obstinacy proceeded from the advice of the misanthrope, whom, 
for t Jaat reason, it was their bnainess to chastise. Pipes entered 
into this opiiiioii the more willingly, as lie had all r long,, believed 
tile senior to be a soit of wiziird, or some cacodoeniou, whom it was 
nob voiy creditable to be acquainted with. Indeed, he had been 
insjiired with this notion by the insinuations of Hadgi, ^vho had 
formerly dropped some hints touching Crabtree’s profound know- 
ledge in the magic arc ; mentionuig, in particular, his being j)os- 
scssed of the philosopher’s stone ; — an assertion to Avhich Tom had 
given implicit credit, until his master was sonb to prison for debt, 
IV hen he could no hiiigor suppose Cadwalladi^r lord cd such a valu- 
able secret, or else he would* have certainly procured tlio enlarge- 
ment of his most intimate friend. 

With these sentiments lie espoused the resen tin on U^f Hatchway. 
Tlioy doterniined to seize tlio supposed conjurer, with the first 
opportunity, on liis return from his visit to Peregrine, and, without 
liositation, exerci.so uiion him the discipline of the pump. This 
plan tliey would have executed that same evening, had not the 
misanthrope luckily withdrawn himself, by accident, before it was 
dark, and oven before they had intelligence of his retreat : bub, 
next day, they kojit themselves upon the watch till ho appeared ; 

and Pipes, lifting his hat as Crabtree passed, O d ye, old 

Hiinny," said he, *‘you and I mast grapiile hy-an«f-by ; and a’ 
gad, 1 shall he .so near your quarter, that your ear-ports will let in 
the sound, tlio’f they are double caulked with oakum.” 

Tile misantliropo’s ears were not quite so fast closed but that 
they received this nitimation ; which, thofigh delivered in terms 
that he did not well uiiderstaud, had such an effect upon his ap- 
]irehension, that ho signified his doubts to Poregriiie, observing, 
that he did not niucli like the looks of that .same ruffian with the 
wooden leg. Pickle assured him ho fiad nothing to fear from the two 
sailors, who could have no cause of resentment against him ; or if 
they had, would not venture to take any step which they know 
must block all the avenues to that reconcilement, about which 
they were so anxious ; an(\ moreover, give pjich offence tqi the 
governor of the place, as would infallibly induce him to. expel 
them both from his territories. ^ 

Kotwitbstanding this assurance, the young gentleman was not 
so confident of the lieutenant’s discretion as tD believe that Crab- 
tree 's,feais^ wore altogether without foundation^ he forthwith 
conjectured that Jack had taken umbrage at an intimacy from 
which ho found »himself excluded, and imputed his disgrace to the 
insinuations of Cadwallader, whom, in all likelihood, he intended 
to punish ft-)T his supposed advice. He knew his friend could 
sustain no g^eat damage from the lieutenant’s resentment; in a place 
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which ho could immediately alarm with his cries, and theteforo 
wished ho might fall into the snare, because it would furnish him 
with a nroteyco of complaint J in consequence of which, the sailors 
would be obliged to shift their quarters, that ho shruild bo rid of 
their compai\(y, in which ho at present could find no enjoyment. 

Everything happened as he had foreseen*, the misanthrope, in 
his retreat from Peregrine’s chamber, av;is assaulted by Hatchway 
and his aijsociato, who seized him by the collar without ceremony, 
and began to drag linn towards Llie pump, at which they would 
have certainly conqiliiiieiitod him with a very disagreeable bath, 
had not*he exalted his voice in such a manner as in a moment 
brought a*number of the inhabitants, and Piekhj himself, to his 
aid. Thdass^iihiuts would have poiMisteil in their design, had the 
opposition been such as they could have faced with any possibility 
of sijcooss : nor did they (juit their j>iey before a do/AUi, at least, 
had come to liia rescue, ifud I'jregrine, with a menacing asjiect and 
air of authority, Jiad commanded his old valet to withdraw: iheii 
they thought nroper to slieer (»fr, and betake theuisclvea to elofie 
(iu.u'l;ei\i ; wliiTo our hero accompanied the aflVighted Cadwallader 
to ihe gate, and exhibited to the warden a formal complaint 
against the rioters, ujiou whom he retorted the charge of lunacy, 
which was supported by ihe evidence of twenty persons, who 
hail been eyowntnesses of the outrage committed against the old 
geiitleinaii. 

The governor, in consequence of this information, sent a message 
to Mr. llatchw'ay, w^arning him to move liis lodging next day, on 
pain of being expelled. The heutemuit, contumaciously rt‘fii,sing 
to comply vsitli this intimation, was, in the morning, while he 
amused himself in walking ujxui the Bare, suddenly .siiiToundcd 
by the constables of the court, w’ho took him and his adherent 
prisoners before they were aware, and delivered tlieiii into ihe 
hands of the turnkeys, •Ijy whom tliey were iiiiniediately dismissed, 
and their baggage conveyed to the s^dc of the ditch. 

This expulsion was not perforiiicd without an obstinate oppo- 
sition on the part of the delinquents, who, had they not been 
surprised, w'^ould have set the hole Fleet at detiance, and, in all 
probability, have acted divers tragedies before they could have 
been overpowered. Things being circumstanced as they were, the 
lieutenant did not .part \fitli his conductor witliout^tweakniff his 
no8% byway of farewell ; and Pipes, iinitatiiui of such a laudable 
example, communicated a token of remernbranco, in an application 
to thp solo eye of his attendant, who, scfiriiing to be outdone in this 
kind of courtesy, returned the comjdinienb with such gocnl 'will, 
that Tom's organ petformed the office of a multiplying-glass. These 
wore mutual ’hints for stripping, and, accordingly, each W'as^nakod 
from the waist upwards in a trice. A ring of butchei’s from the 
market was immediately formed ; a couple of the reverend flamena, 
who, in morning -go wms, ply for marriages in that quarter of the 
town, constituted themselves seconds and umpirea of approach- 
ing contest j and the battle began without farther ^reparatioi^ 
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The combatants were, in point of strength and agility, pretty 
equally matched ; but the jailer had been regularly trained to the 
art of bruising : he had more tlum onetj signaliised hirayolf in public 
by his prowess and skill in this exercise, and lost ono eye upon the 
stage in the course of his exploits. This was a misforbiinc of which 
Pipes did not fail to take the advantage. He had already sustained 
several hard knocks u])on his temples and jaws, and found it im- 
practicable to smite his antagonist upon the victualfmg-cfltfico, so 
dexterously was it defended against assault. He thou changed 
his battery, and, being ambidexter, raised such a clatter upon the 
turnkey’s blind side, that this hero, believing him left-handed, 
convcTtod his attention that way, and opposed the niicnl,igh toned 
side of his face to the right hand of Pipes, which, being thus uii- 
provuled against, slyly bestowed upon him a peg under the fifth 
rib, that in an instant laid him senseless on the pavement, at the 
feet of his coinjueror. Pijies was congratulated upon liis victory, 
not only liy liis friend Hatcliway, bub also by Hie bystanders, 
particularly the priest, who had esi>oiised his cause,* and now in- 
vited the strangers to his lodgings in a iioighbourfng alehouse, 
where they were entertained so much to their liking, that they 
determiuotl to seek no other habitation while they should continue 
in town ; and, notwithstanding the disgrace and discouragement 
they had met with in their endeavours to serve our adventurer, 
ilioy wore still resolved to persevere in their good oliices, or, in the 
vulgar phrase, to see him out. 

While they settled theiusolves in this maiinor, and actiuired 
familiar coimections round all the [mrheus of the ditch, Peregrine 
found himself deprived of the ecmipaiiy of Cadw'allader, who sigiii- 
lied, by letter, that he did not choose to hazard his person again in 
visiting him, wliile such assassins occupied the avenues througln. 
which he must pass ; for ho had boev at paii^s to i'Ujuin* into the 
motions of tlie seanioii, and informed himself exactly of tlie harbour 
in which they were moored. ' 

Our hem had been so iniicli accustoiiied to the conversation of 
Crabtree, which was altogether siiij^able to the singularity of his 
own tlisposition, that he could veiy ill afford to be debarred of it 
at this juncture, when almost every other source of enjoyment was 
stopped. He was, however, obliged to submit to the liardsliips of 
hia situation and, as the characters of* h].s Mlow-pri.soners did 
iiot at all improve u])on hiin,*lie was compelled* t<) seek for siftis- 
faction within himself. !Not bub tliat he had an' opportunily of 
conversing with some petipie who neither wanted sense, ikjo: <^ere 
deticient in point of principle ; yet there ajipcaied in the heluavioi r 
of tliem all, without exception, a certain wahb of .decorum, a 
s<|uaIor*of sesitinmnt, a sort of jaiJi.sli cast, contracted in the course 
of con linemen fc, which disgu.sted the delicacy of our hero’s obser- 
vation. He tliorsfore detached liimself from their parties as much 
as he could, without giving offence to those among wliom he was 
obliged to liv^, and retiumed his labours with incredible eagerness 
and perseverance, his spirits being supported by tlie success of 
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some severe philippics, which he occasionally published against the 
author of his misfortune. 

Nor ^as liia humanity iinemjdoyed* in the vacations of his re- 
venge : a m^n must be void of all sympathy and compassion, who 
can reside among so many miserable objects without feeling an 
inclination to relieve their distress. Every day almost presented 
to his v^ew fg^ich lamentable scenes as were most lihely to attract 
his notice and engage his benevolence. Reverses of fortune, 
attended with the moat deplorable circumstances of domestic woe, 
were c^iitimially intruding upon his acquaintance ; lus ears were 
invaded with the erics of the hajdess wife, who, from the en joyment 
of afUucifce and pleasure, was forced to follow her husband to this 
abode of wretchedness and want ; his eyes were every ininuto 
assailed with the naked and me€agr<‘ apiiearance’s of luniger and 
cold ; and his fancy teamed uiili a thouhand aggravations of their 
misery. ^ 

1’hus situated, his purse was never shut while his lieait remained 
open. \Vit]j[f>ut rcilecting upon the slenderness of lii.s stiiro, he 
exorcised his charity to all the children of distress, and acipiirod a 
liopularity which, though pleasing, was far troni being lU'olilable. 
In short, his bounty kept no pace with his circumstanecs ; and, in 
a little lime, ho was utterly exhausted. IJe had riicoursc to his 
bookseller, from whom, with great ditliculty, ho obtained a small 
reinforcoinent, and immediately relapsed into the same wuuit of 
retention. Uo w'as conscious (.d his intirniity, and found it in- 
curable fc he foresaw' that by his own industry ho should ne\erbe 
able to defray the expense of these occasions ; and tins rejection 
sunk deep into liis mind. The ajiprob/ition of tlie public, w'hich 
he had earned or might acquire, like a cordial often repeated, 
Slogan to lose its ott'ect upon his iiiiagiiiation ; lus health suffered 
by his sedentary life ;«kI austA'e aiijilieation ; his eyesiglit failed, 
his a])petite forsfiok him, his spirts decayed, so that- lie became 
melancholy, listless, and altogether incapable of prosecuting the 
only means he Iiad loft for lus subsistence ; and, w'hat did not at 
all contribute to the alleviatn^i of tliese paiticulars, he was given 
to understand by his lawyer, tliat he Inad lost his cause, and was 
condemned in costs. Even this was not the most mortifying jiieco 
of intelligence he ^eceivad : he at the same time learned that his 
bookseller w^as bajfkrupt, and his fr^uul Crabtree fit the point of 
deatlv 

Tljcse were comfortable considerations to a youth of Peregrine’s 
disposition, which wa.s so cajiricious that the more his misery 
increased, the mo*e haughty and inflexible ho became. Rather 
than be bchahUui to Hc'itchwaj^ w'ho still hovered abqut the gate, 
eager for an opportunity to as-sist him, he choao to undci^o the 
want of almost every convenience of life ; and .actually pledged 
his wearing-apparel to an Irish pawnbroker in the Fleet, for money 
to purchase those things, without which he yiust have absolutely 
perished. He was gr^ually imtaled by his misfortunes into a 
rancorous re^eptmoi^t against mankind in general ; and Uis heart 
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so alienated from the enjoyments of life, thiit he did not oaro how 
soon he quitted his miserable existence. Though he Jiad ^hooking 
examples of the vicissitudes of fortune continually before nis eyes, 
he could never be reconciled to the idea of living, like his follow- 
aiilFcrers, in the most abject degree of dependence. If he refused 
to accept of favoura from his own allies and intimate friends, whom 
he had formerly obliged, it is not to be Buppf»sod that he would 
listen to proposals of that kind from any of his fellow -prisoners 
with whom ho had contracted acquaintance : he was even more 
cautious than ever of incurring obligations ; he now shuhned his 
former niessniates, in order to avoid disagreeable lenders of 
friendship. Imagining that he perceived an inclinatidti in the 
clergyman to learn tlie state of his finances, he discouraged and 
declined the explanation, and at length secluded himself from all 
society. • 


•• 

Chap. Cl.— -He receives an uiicxpcctecl Visit; and the Clouds of Misfortune begin to 

separate. 

While he pined in tliis forlorn condition, with an equal abhor- 
rence of the world and himself. Captain Gauntlet arrived in town, 
in order to employ his interest for promotion in the army ; and, in 
consequence of his wife’s particular desire, made it his business to 
impiiro for Peregrine, to whom he h)nged to be reccmciled, even 
though at tlie expense of a sliglit submission ; but he coald hear 
no tidings of him at the place "to which lie was diretted, and, on 
the supposition that our hero had gone to reside in the country, 
aiiplied himself to his ov\ii business, with intention to renew his 
impiirios after that afifair should be transacted. He communicated 
his demands to hi.s supposed patron* who haM assumed tlie merit of 
making him a captain, and be^u giatitied with a valuable present 
on that consideration, and ^^as cajoled with liopes of succeeding 
in bis present aim by the same interest. 

Meanwhile, ho became acquainted with (me of the clerks belong- 
ing to the War-otUce, whoso advice and assistance, ho was told, 
wouM bo a furtherance to his scheme. As lie had occasion to dis- 
course with this gentleman upon the circumstarwes of his expecta- 
tion, he learned that the noyeman upon whom^ho depended a 
person of no consequence in the state, and altogether incapable of 
assisting him in his advancement ; at the same time his counsjjllor 
expressed his surprise that Captain Gauntlet did not rather interest 
in his cause the noble peer, to whose good offices ho owed his last 
commission, • 

This remark introduced an explanation, by which Godfrey dis- 
covered, to liis kntinite Jistonishment, the mistake in which ho had 
continued so long with regard to his patron ; though he could not 
divine the motive wjiich induced a nobleman, with whom ho had 
no acquaintrfiice or connection, to interiiose his influence in his 
belialf. Whatsoever that migjit be, he thought it was lus duty to 
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make his acknowledgniGrit ; and for that purpose went next morn- 
ing to Ijis where lie was politely received, mid given (o 

understand that Mr. Pichl(3 was the ^>er3oii to wdiose fricudsliip 
he was indebted for his last promotion. 

Inexpressible were the transports of gratitude, affection, and 
remorse, that took possession of tlie soul of Gauntlet when this 
mysteiynvas tinfolded. “Good Heaven I ” cried ho, lifting up liia 
liands ; “ have 1 lived so long in a state of aninK‘sity with 
benefactor ? I intended to liave reconciled myself to him, at any 
rate, boTorc 1 was sensible of this obligation ; but now I sliall not 
enjoy a nloment s quiet until I have an oj>portuiiily of expressing 
to liim my sense of Ins heroic friendship. I presume, from the 
nature of the favour eonferred upon liiin in my behalf, that Mr. 
Pickle is well known to yoiir lordship ; and 1 should think myself 
extremely happy, if yflu c< iild inform mo in what part of the 
country ho is t® be found ; for the xiorsoii w’ith whom ho lodged 
some lime ag(^ could give me no inlelligom'o of his motions.*' 

The iiobloftian, touched with this instance of generous a-'U- 
denial in Poregnno, as well as with the sensibility of his friend, 
lamented the unhappiness of our hero, while ho gave Gauntlet lo 
understand that he had boon long disordered in Ills intellects, in 
consequence of having squandered away his fortune, and that his 
creditors had thrown him into the Fleet prison ; but whether he 
still coutjnuod in that coiitinemcnt, or was released from his mis- 
fortunes by death, his lordship did not know, because he had never 
in(|uirod* 

0(xlfrey fio sooner received this intimation, than, his blood 
boiling with grief and impatience, he craved piird(»ii for his abrupt 
ileparturo ; then, quitting his iiifonner on the instant, re-em- 
barked in his hackney-coach, and ordered himself to be conveyed 
directly to tlie Fleet. •As thc*"ebielo j)Toceeded along one side of 
the market, ho ivas surpri.scd wilh^he ajipuaranco of J latchway and 
Pijies, who stood cheapening eaiihtlowers at a green -stall ; tlieir 
heads being cased in worsted nighteajis, half covered with their 
hats, and a short lobacco-pif^e in the mouth of each. He was 
rejoiced at sight of the two seamen, which ho took for a happy 
omen of finding his friend ; and, ordering the coachman to sp^i) the 
carriage, called \m the lieutenant by his riaiiu). Jack, replying 
wit4 an hilloah, Jpohing behind liii]|j, and rceoguizilig tlie face of 
his old acquaintfuice, ran up to the crwiah witli great eagerness. 
Shakiiig the captain heartily by the liand, “ Odd's heart 1 ” said ho, 
“I aiii glad thou hast fallen in wiih u« ; we .shall now bo able to 
find the trim of ves.sel, and lay her alxmt on t’other tack. For 
my own part,»I have had many a consort in my tiii^e, that is, in 
the way of good-fellowship, and T always made shift to wtar 'em 
at one time or another ; but this headstrong toad, wdll neither obey 
tlie helm nor the sheet ; and, for aught I know, will fimnder where 
a lies at anchor. " 

Gauntlet, who conceived part of his meaning, alignted immedi- 
ately } and, being conducted to th% sailor’s, lodging, was informed. 
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of everything that had passed hetween the lieutenant smd Pickle. 
He, in his turn, communicated to Jack the discovery which he had 
made with regard to liis commission ; at which the o^er ^ave no 
signs of surprise, hut, taking the pipe from his mouth, “ Why, look 
ye, captain,” said he, “that’s not the only good tufii you have 
owed him. Tliat same money you received frtun the commodore, 
as an old debt, was all a sham, contrived by Pickle for your 
service ; but a wool drive under his bare poles, witl^fr)ut Rails and 
i’igi;ing, or a mess of provision on board, rather than take the same 
assistance from another man.” 

Godfrey M’as not only anmzod but. chagrined at llio knowledge 
of this anecdote, which gave umbrage to liis pri(h% while', it stimu- 
lated his desire of d(hng something in return for the obligation, 
lie iiKiuired into tlie present circumstances of the prisoner ; and, 
understanding that ho was indisposed, n.nd bub indifleveiitly pro- 
vided with the eominon necessaries of life*, iliough still deaf to all 
oilers of assistance, began to be extnunely concerned at tlie account 
of his sjivagu obstinacy and pride, which would, he f^'ared, exclude 
him from the privilege of relieving him in his distrcsif. However, 
he resolved to leave no expedient untried, that iniglit have any 
tendency to surmount such destructive prejudice ; and, entering 
the jail, was directed to the apartment of the, wretched prisoner. 
He knocked softly at the door, and when it was opened, started 
back witli horror and astonishment. TIic iigurc tliat presented 
itself to his view was the remains of liis once happy friend ; bub 
so tuiscrably altered and disguised, that his features weri' scarce 
cognisable, The florid, the sprightly, the gay, the elevated j’outli, 
w;is now lUotamorjdK^sed into a wan, dejcetocl, mea^’ro, sijualid 
spectre, the hollow-eyed reprosentaiive of distemper, indigence, 
and des])air ; yet his eyes retained a certain ferocity, which threw, 
a dismal gleam athwart the cloudii^ess of his aspc'-t, and lie, in 
sileucA', viewed his ohl companion with ;i h>ok betokening confusion 
and disdain. As for GaunUet, rhe could not, wdthoub emotion, 
behold such a woeful revors^ of f«ite, in a jjcrson for whom ho 
entertained the nr»blt>6t sentiments of friendship, gratitude, and 
estocui ; his sorrow w';ia at first too big for utterance, and ho shed a 
flood of tears before ho could pronounce one word. 

Peregrine, in spite of liis misanthropy, could not help being 
aflccted with this uncommon testimony of regaiVl ; but he strove 
to stifle his .sensations ; lus tr<rw« contracted Uiemselves intJ' a 
severe frown ; his eyes kindled into the appearance of live coals ; 
he wmved with his hand, in signal for Godfrey to bo gone, /tnd 
leave such a wvt^tcli as him to t lie miseries of his fate ; and, finding 
iiat.nre too strong to be suppressed, uttered a deop groan, and wept 
aloud. , * 

The soldier, seeing him thus melted, unable to restrain the 
stroll^ impulse of Jus afFectiem, sprang towards him, and, clasping 
him in his arms, “My dearest friend, and best benefactor,” said' 
bo, “ I am c^me hithgr to humble myself for the offence 1 was so 
unhajipy as to«^givo at our last parting ; to beg a reconciliation, tg 
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thank yoil for the ease and affluence l^have enjoyed tlirough your 
means, and to rescue you, in spite of j^ourself, from this molauch<)]y 
situatiow, <>f^ which, but an hour ago,JL was utterly ignorant. Do 
not deny me the satisfaction of acquitting myself, in i)oint of 
duty and offligation. You must certainly have had some regard 
for a person in wliosa* favour you liavo exerted yourself so much ; 
and if any part of that esteem remains, you will Hot rofuso him 
an oppdVtuufty of approving himself, in some measure, worthy of 
it. Let me not sutler the most mortifying of all repulses, that of 
slighte(i friendship ; but kindlj" sacritico your resentment and 
inilcxibility to tlio request of one, w1h> is at all times ready to 
sacrifice /ii.s life for your liojioiir and advantage. If you will not 
yield to my entrealios, have some regard to the wishes of my 
Sophy, wdio laid me under the strong(‘st injuuctioim to solicit your 
foigivones.s, even bef<u*e she I new hrov much 1 was indebted to 
your generosity ; or, if llial c(msider;ition should be of no WH'ight, 
I liope you wiir relax a little for the sake of jioor Kmilia, wdioso 
resentment h*s been long subilucd by her alfection, and wdio now 
droop.s in seAet at your neglect.'’ 

Every word of this address, delivered in the most palhctic 
manner, made an impia'ssion upon the mind of Peregrine. Tie was 
afflicted with tlie submission of his friend, wlic) in reality had given 
him no just cause to complain : he knew that, no ordinary motive 
had swayed him to a cr)iide 8 cension so extraordinary in a man of 
his punctilious temper ; he considered it, therefore, as the genuine 
ctFec.t of^ eager gratitude and disinterested love, and his heart began 
to relent accordingly. When he lieanl himself conjured in the 
name of tin? gentle Sojihy, his obstinacy was (juito overctune ; and 
when Emilia was recalled to his remeuihraiice, his wli< 4 e frame 
binder went a violent agitation, lie took his friend by the hand, 
W'ith a softened look ;;,and as #0011 as ho recovered the faculty of 
speech, which had been ovorpoAvered in the confiict of passions that 
transported him, protested that lio^etaincd no vestige of animosity, 
but ccaisidorcd him in Hie light of an aliectiouato comrade, the ties 
of W'hose friendship advorsitji could not unbind, lie mentioned 
Sophy ill the most respectful terms ; spoke of Emilia with the most 
reverential awe, as the object of his inviolable love and veneration, 
but disclaimed all hopo^of ever more attracting lier regard, and 
excused himself ffoni profiting by (lodfrey’s kind intention, de- 
claflng, wdth a rcllfdute air, that lio#ia(l broken oil' all connection 
with mankind, and that he impatiently longed for the hour of hia 
dissftlution, which, if it should not soon arrive by the course of 
nature, ho was resolved to hasten with liis own hands, rather than 
be exposed to the contempt, and more intolerable pity, of a rascally 
world. • • 

Qauntlct argued against this frantic determination with all tlio 
vehemence of expostulating friendship ; but his ibrnonstrances did 
fiot produce the desired effect upon our desjierate hero, who calmly 
refuted all his arguments, and asserted the rfictitude/f his design 
from the pretended jnaxims of reason and true philosophy. While 
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thia dispute was carried on with eagerness on one side and delibera- 
tion on the other, a letter was bro\ight to Peregrine, who^Jlirew it 
cirolessly aside unopened,' though the superscription was in a 
handwriting to wljich he was a stranger ; and in alv pr«>bability 
the contents would never have been perused, had not Gauntlet 
insisted upon his waiviiig all ceremony, and reading it fi^rtbwith. 
Thus solicited, I^ckle unsealed the billet, which, t(V his 'no small 
surprise, contained the following intimation : — 

“Mu. P Ptckik, — sir,— This to iiifonn you, that, after many d« ngers” ani 

difappointmoiiK J am, by the blessing of (Joil. siilcly arrived in the l)o\vns, on bofiM 
of the Uomheroon Indianian, having madp a toWrablo vj^yiigo, by wlildi I hope I 
shall lie cnablpd to repay, with intorcst, the sf\rn hnnilred pounds which I borrowed 
of you lieiure my departuio ironi England 1 tiike tills opportunny of writing by our 
purser, who goes oxiircss with dcspaU-lics for the company, tloii you may have Ibis 
satisfactory notice ns soon as p ipsiblc, relating to one whom i suppose you liave long 
given over ns lost. I have enclosed it In a letter to, my brokvr, who, I hope, knows 
your nildiepfl, ami Mill fonvard it accordingly: and 1 am, with respect, air, your most 
humble servant, “i’5s:n.iamin Chintz." 

He had no sooner taken a cursory view of this agfheable epistle, 
than his countenance cleared up. and, reaching it to his friend, 
w'itli a smile, “There,” sjiid he, “is a more convincing argument 
on your side of the ipiestion than all the casuists in the universe 
can advance.” Gauntlet, wondering at this observation, took the 
paper, and, casting liis eyes greedily upon the contents, congra- 
tulated him upon the receipt of it, with extravagant demonstrations 
of- joy. “ Not on account of the sum,” said he, “ which,** U]>on iny 
honour, 1 would with jdcasure pay three times over for your con- 
vonieiice and .satisfaction ; hut because it .seonis to hayo reconciled 
you to life, and disjiused your mind for re-enjoying the comforts of 
.•society.” 

Tlic instantaneous eflcct which this unexpected smile of fortune 
produced in the appearance of our ^adventuver is aitogother iiicon- 
coivablo ; it ])lumi>cd up his checks in a moment, unbended and 
enlightened every feature of Ins face ; elevated his head, which 
had begun to sink as it were between his shoulders ; and, from a 
S(|ueaking, dispirited tone, swelled* up his voice to clear, manly 
accent. Godfrey, taking advantage of this fa\’oiirable change, 
bogfin (o regale him with pro.spects of future success : he reminded 
him of his youth and (pialitic-ations, wliitpi were, certainly designed 
for better djfys than tho.se he had as yet seen; he pointed^ out 
various i)ath3 ]\y which he nnght arrive at weafth- and reputation ; 
he importuned him to accept of a sum for his immediate occasions ; 
and earnestly begged that ho w^ould allinv him to discharge the 
debt for wliicli ho wa.s confined, observing tlvat Sophy’s fortune 
had enabled him to exhibit that proof of his gratitmle’ without any 
detrintent to his affairs, and ]>i*otesting that he should not believe 
himself in possession of Mr. Pickle’s esteem, unless he wa^ per- 
mitted to make some such return of good-will to the man who Iu'kI 
not only raised him from indigence and scorn to competence and 
reputable rahk, but als() empciwered him to obtain the possession of 
an excellent woman, who had^ filled up the measure of hifj felicity; 
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Perogriijc declared himself already ovcrfwiid for all his good 
offices Ijy tlige pleasure he enjoyed i;^ employing them, and tlie 
happy effects they had produced in the mutual satisfaction of two 
persons so dear to hiw affection ; and assured his friend that one tiuio 
or other he would set his conscience at ease, and reniovo tlie scruples 
of his honour hy having recourse to his assLslance ; !)ut, at present, 
he couId*not ^nake use of lus friendship without giving just cause 
of offence to honest Hatchway, who was prior to liiin in point of 
solicitation, and had manifested his attachment with surpriiiing 
obstinacy and perseverance. 


Chap. CTl. — PfTPgrine rcconcilos hlinpolf to llip TJonifnant, uml reuowB Mr tjoir rction 
\sith Sot-ifily ‘^DIv’itr Plans air* pvojMctcd in liia 1) 'ha'l ; and be hay occiision to exhibit 
A mnarkahle Piool ot Sclf-(U*i’4ii\, 

Thp: captain, witli reluctance, yielded the prefcreiico in this par- 
ticular to .fack, who was immediately iinited tc a conference by 
a note, subsoiiucd with Vickie’s own hand. He was found n1 the 
prison-gate waiting for (huiutlet, lo know (ho issue of liis negotia- 
tion. He no sooner rect^ived this summons, than ho set all his sails, 
and made the lujst of Ins way t(» Ins friend’s apartment, lieing 
admitted by the lunikey, in coiisequeneo of Vcreg.ino's request, 
communicated by the messenger who carried the billet. Pipes fol- 
lowed close in the wake of his aliipmate ; and, in a few minutes 
after the note had been despatched, Peregrine and daunt let heard 
the soiidd of the stumj) ascending the wooden staireaso with flueh 
velocity, tin# they at first mistook it for the apjilicatioii (if drum- 
sticks to the head of an em])ty barrel, 'riiis uncommon speed, 
however, was attondod with a mi.sfortuno. He chanced to ovcu-hxik 
?i small defect in one of the steps, and his jirop plunging into a 
hole, he fell backward?!, to the*imminent danger of his life. 1'oin 
was luckity at his back, and su.stai^ed him in hia arms, so that lie 
escaped without any other damage than thi' loss of his wiiodon leg, 
which w\as siiapjied in the middle by the weight of hi.! body \v 
falling; and such was his iffipatience, tliat lie W(.;uld not givo 
himself the trouble to disengage (lie fractured member, Pnbncldiiig 
the whole equipage ui a trice, hi! loft it sticking in tlie crevice, 
saying a r(.>tteii cMiblo 's^as not worth heaving up^ and iii this 
iiat’^ral sbito of ijiutilation hopped^into the room with infinilo 
expedition. 

Peregrine, taking him cordially by the hand, seated him upon 
one sitio c>f his bed ; and after having made an apology for that 
reserve of which ho had so justly complained, asked if ho could 
conveniently jfccoiniiiodato him with the loan of twiiiity ^liiicas. 
The lieutenant, witliout opening his mouth, pulled out his piuso ; 
and Pipes, who ovcrheaid the demand, applying the whistle to liis 
3i)[>s, performed a loud overture in token of his joy. Matters being 
thus brought to an accommodathm, our hero j.old the* captain that 
he should be glad of Ins company at dinner with rficir common 
friend Hatch w^ay, if»he would iu th# mean time leave him to the 
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iiiiiiiatry of Pipes ; and the soldier went away for the present, in 
order to pay a short visit to his uncle, who at that time languished 
in a declining state of health, promising to return at the appointed 
hour. ^ 

The lieutenant, having surveyed the dismal appearance of his 
friend, could not help being moved at the spectacle, and began to 
upbraid him with his obstinate pride, which, he sjvoro,^ was no 
bettor tlian aelf'-murder : l)ut the young gentleman interrupted 
liim in the course of his moralizing, by telling him he had reasons 
for his conduct, which, perhaps, he should impart in due <eeason ; 
but, at j^resent, his design was to alter that pl.wi of beha^i iour, and 
make himself some amends for the misery he had undergone. He 
accordingly sent Pipes to redeem his clothes from the pawnbroker’s 
wardrobe, and bespeak something coinfortal)Ie for dinner. When 
Godfrey came back, lie was very agreeably^surprised to see such a 
favourable alteration in his externals ; for, by the assistance of his 
valet, ho liad purified liimself from the dregs of Ins distress, and 
now appeared in a decent suit, with clean linen, wliiFe liis face was 
ilisencumbcred of the hair tliat overshadowed it, and liis apartment 
pro])ared for the reception of company. 

They enjoyed tlieir meal with great satisfnetion, entertaining 
one another with a recapitulation of their former adventures at 
the garrison. In the afternoon, (Taimtlet taking his leave, in order 
to write a letter to his sister, at the desire of his uncle, who, find- 
ing his end approaching, wanted to see her without loss time, — 
Perogrino made liis apiiearanco on the Pare, and was comi>lMnented, 
on his coming abroad again, not only by liis old mescuiales, who 
had not seen him for many weeks, but by a number of those objects 
whom his liberality had fed before Itis funds were exhausted. 
Hatchway was, by his interest with the warden, put in possession 
of his former (quarters, and Pipes de^^jiatchcd^io make inquiry about 
Crabtree at his hvmer lodging, where he learned that the misan- 
thrope, after a very severe fit of illness, was removed to Kensington 
Gravclqiits, for the convenience of breathing a purer air than that 
of London. • 

In consequence of this information, Peregrine, who knew the 
narrowness of the old gentleman’s fortune, next day desired his 
friend Gauntlet to take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, 
with a letter, In which lie expressed great concern for his indij^po- 
sition, gave him notice of the fortunate intelligence -he had received 
fi*om the Downs, and conjured him to make use of his purse, if he 
was in the least hampered in his circumstances. The captain took 
coach immediately, and set out for the place, according to the direc- 
tion which Pipes had procured. v * 

Cad\(’allader, having seen liim at Bath, knew him again at first 
sight ; and, though reduced to a skeleton, believed himself ■ in 
such a fair way of doing well, that he would have aocompanie<? 
him to the Fleet immediately, had not he been restrained by hia 
nurse, who by hia physician, invested with full authority to 
dispute and oppose his will in everything that she should think 
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prejudicial* to his health ; for ho was considered by those who l.'ad 
tlie care of him as an old hiuuorist, not a littJe distempered in his 
brain. JHe kicpiired particularly abou^ the sailors, wlio, he said, 
had deterred him from carrying on his usual corres])ondence with 
Pickle, and been the inaiiodiaio cause of his in(lisp(jsition, by ter- 
rifying him into a fever. Understanding that the breach between 
Pickle and Hatchway was happily cemented, ami that ho was no 
longer iif any^langor from the lieutenant s resentmorit, he promised 
to be at the Fleet with the first convenient oj>portiiijily ; and, in tlio 
moan tiye, wrote an answer to Peregrine's letter, impoi-ting that lie 
was oblig<^l to him for liis offer, but Jiad not tlio least occasion for 
his assistipico. 

Ill a few days our adventurer recovered his vigour, complexion, 
and vivacity; he mingled again in tJie diversions. and parties fd 
the place ; and he received, in a little time, the money ho had lent 
upon bottomry, which, ^together with the interest, amounted to 
upwards of elov(?n hundred pounds. I'lie f)(>sstjssion of tins siitii, 
while it buoynd iiji his spirits, involved him in |uu]>le\ity. Soim - 
times he tlioiJJ^dit it was incumbent uixm lam, as a man of hoiioe.*, 
to employ the greatest jiart of it in <liiuiiiisljmg the debt for wdiicli 
he suffered ; on the other hand, ]i'> consnlered that obligation 
effaeod by the treacherous behaviuur of his creditor, wiio had in- 
jured him to ten times the value of the sum ; and m these senti- 
ments entortaiiiod thoughts of attempting his escape fiom prison, 
with a view of conveying himself, with the shipwreck of his 
fortune, to another country, in which ho might iwe it to better 
advantage. 

Beth suggestions were attended with such iloubts and diflicul- 
ties, that lie hesitated between them, and for tlie jueseiifc laid (mb a 
yiousand pounds in sbjck, the inUvest of which, t<»gether w^ith Ihe 
fruits of his own iiidystry, lit^ hoped, wmiild support him above 
want in his confinement, until sometbuig should occur, that would 
point out the exjiodiency of some tither dcLeniiinatioii. (Jauntlct 
still insisted upon having the honour of obtaining his liberty, at 
the expense of taking up his notes to (iloauuni, aiul e.^iiortcd luni 
to purchase a commission with jiart of the money wdiich he had 
retrieved. The lieutenant atlirmed, that it was bis ])rivilego to 
procure the release of liis cousin Pickle, because lie enjoyed a very 
handsome sum by liis aunt, wdiich of right licloiiged J.o tlie young 
geiiiieman, to whoAi he was, moreover, indcblcd fur the use of his 
furnitlire, and for the very house that stood over lii.s head , and 
that,* although he had already made a will in his favour, ho should 
never be satisfied,, nor easy in his niiiid, so long aa he remamed 
deprived of Jliis liWertj^ and wanted any of the cuiivcniences of 
life. • * * 

Cadwallador, who by this time assisted at their councils, and 
was best acquainted with the peculiarity and unbending disposi- 
Ufbn of the youth, proposed, that, seeing he was so averse to obli- 
gations, Mr. Hatchway should imrcliase of him the ^*rrison with 
US appendages, which, at a moderate price, would sell for more 
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money than Would be sufficionfe to discharge his debts ; that, If the 
servile subordination of the army did not suit liis inclinations, ho 
might, with liia reversion, buy a comfortable annuity, and retire 
with him to the country, where he might live absolutely independent, 
and entertain liimself, as usual, with the ridiculous characters of 
mankind. 

This plan was, to Pickle, less disagreeable than any other pro- 
ject which had as yet been suggested ; and the lieu t» mint, dechired 
himself ready to exocuio his part of it without delay ; but the soldier 
was mortified at the tlioiiglits of seeing his assistance unnecessary, 
and eagerly objected to tlie retirement, as a scheme thitt would 
blast the fairest ])r(»mise3 of fame and fortune, and bury^his youth 
and talents in solitude and obscurity. Tliis earnest opposition on 
the part of (jauritlct hindered our adventurer from forming tariy 
immediate vcsohiti<ni ; which was also rctfivded by his unwilling- 
ness to part with the garrison upon any tcruis, because ho looked 
upon it as a part of his iiilieritaiice, which he could not dispose of, 
without committing an insult uixin the memory of^ the deceasecl 
commodore. , , 


Chai*. cm.— llu iy engaged In a very oxtraoi dinary Correspondence, which is intemiptod 
by a very nnexpocteJ Invent. 

WiuiiE this adair was in agitation, the captain told him, iu the 
C(Jurso of conversation, that Mnulia was arrived in tow^n, and had 
iilijuired about Mr. T’ickle with such an eagerness of c«uccrn, as 
seemed to proclaim that she was in some measure informed of bis 
misfortune : he therefore desired t{> know if he miglij bo allowed 
to inalvc her acipiainted with his situation, provideil hb should be 
again impoitnncMl by her on that subject, which ho had at first 
industriously waived. Phis proof, or rather presumption, of her 
sympathizing regard, did not fail W operatp, powtrfidly upon the 
bosom of Peregrine, which was immediately filled with those 
tumuli s wdnch love, ill stilled, ‘’trccpicntly excites. He observed, 
that his disgrace w^as such as could not be efi’ectually concealed ; 
therefore he saw no reason for /lepriving himself of Emilia’s 
compassjoii, since ho ivaa for over excluded from her afTcctioii ; 
and desired (lodfroy to present to his sister the lowly respects of a 
despairing lover. 

But, notwifthstaiuliiig liis declaration of despondence on this 
head, his imagination involwitarily teemed with, more agredkblo 
ideas : the proposal of Crabtree had taken root in his reflection, 
and he could not help forming plans of i:)astoral felicity,, in the 
arms of the bnmly Emilia, remote from those pompous scenes 
which he now^ dfjtcsted and despised. Ho amused his fancy with 
the prespoctW being aliJe to support her in a state of independency, 
by means of the slender annuity which it was in his power to 
purchase. togeth6r with the fruits of those endeavours, which would 
profitably employ hia vacant hours ; and foresaw provision for hiw 
growing fam^ily in tliO frieiidsliip of the lieutenant, who had already 
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Cpnstltutc(l him his hoir. He even piircellcd out liis hours fimoiig 
the necessary cares of the world, the pleasures of domestic bliss, 
and tJie enit^ments of a country life ; and sj)eut the night in ideal 
parties ^itli his charming bride, somoliniea walking by the sedgy 
banks of sonjp transjiarent stream, sometimes pruning the luxuriant 
vine, and somotimes sitting in social converse with her ia a shady 
grove of his own planting. 

These,, lioAvsever, were no more than the shadowy phantoms of 
inuiginavion, which, fee well knew, would never be realized : not 
that ho believed such h.i])]>incs3 unatLainable by a person in his 
circums 3 t\uces ; but because he would not stoop to propose a schoiuo 
which migtit, in any shape, scorn to intorfero with the interest of 
Emilia, oL* subject himself to a repulse from tliat young lady, who 
had rejected his addresses in the zenith of his fortupe. While ho 
diverted himself with tliese agreeable re\ erics, an iinex]>ccted event 
intervened, in which slu and lier hrt)lJier w'eie deeply inttu’esled. 
The uncle was tapped for the dropsy, ami died in a few days after 
the operation ; liaving bequeathed, in his will, Hve thnupand pounds 
to Ins nephe^, and twice that sum to hi,s mcec, wdio had alway. 
enjoyed the gi-eal.est share of his favour. 

[f our adventurer, before this occurrence, looked upon his love 
for Emilia as a passion which it was necessary, at any rate, 
to compier or suppress, he now considered bei accession of 
fortune as a circumstance which continued that, necessity, and 
resolved to discourage eve.ry thought on that >subjcct wliich should 
tend to tlib propagation (»f hope. One day, in the midst- of a con- 
versatione calculated for the luirpose, (Jodfroy jmt into liis hand a 
letter directitl to Mr. Tickle, in the handwriting ot Faniiia ; which 
the youth no sooner recognized, than ins cheeks wore covered with 
a crimson dye, .and he began to tremble with I'iolciit agitation ; for 
IVo at once guessed the iiiqiort of tlio Inllet, wliich lie kissed with 
great reverence and devotion ;*and was not .at all surjiriscd when 
he read the following words : , 

— I l)av(* pprforincd a Hiiftic.out s.'icrifico to niy n'piit.itlon, in rftiilnini; hitlieiti 
Iho appearance of that rp-.entjncnt which I had long nno disiniHso*! ; and us the hue 
favonrablft cbaii(;t 2 in my eitnatioii onipovtl‘rK m*' to tiv.iw my I'Piiuine HciiirmnfH, withoiil 
fear of censure or sunpldon of nwreonary dcsiRn. I taki> this opp./itunity to as»‘un> yoti, 
that, if 1 still maintain that place In your heart which I wuh vam cn.mfjli to ihink I once 
possessed, I am willing to make the first advances to an an ommodiilion ; and havoiitlually 
furnislied my brother with full iwwcrs to conclude it In ih.- namu uf your upppasod 

• • “KMiniA.” 

PiS^le, having Ifissed the subscription with great ardour, fell 
upon his knees, and, lifting up his 03^03, “Thank Heaven!” cried 
he, ^^ith an air of transport, “I have not been mistaken in my 
opuiion of that generous maid : T believed her inspired with tho 
most dignified liud heroic sentiments, and now she giveji me a con- 
vincing proof of her niognanimit}^ : it is ntiw my business to ^provo 
myself worthy of her regard. May Heitveii inflict upon me tho 
j^enesfc arrows of its vengeance, if I do not, at this insbuit, con- 
^mnplato tho character of Emilia with the mtjst perfect love apd 
adoration ; yet, amiable and enchanting as she is, I ari more tliau 
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ever determined to sacrifice the interest of my passion to^'my glory, 
though my life should fjul in the contest ; and even to refuse an 
offer, vvhicli, otherwise, the cvholo universe should no# bril*j me to 
forego. ” 

This doolaivation was not so unexpected as unwclcomo to his 
friend Oauntlct, who represented that his glory was not at all 
interested iu the allair ; because lie had already vindicated his 
generosity, iu repeated ])rofFers to lay his whole fortune at 'Emilia’s 
feet, wlien it was impus.sible that any tiling selfish could enter into 
the i>ropo.sal ; but that, in rejecting her present jnirpose, hg would 
give tile world an opportunity to say that his jiride was i^aprieious, 
his obstinacy invincible ; and his sister would have uiideiuable 
reason to lieliovo, tliat eitlier his passion for her was dissembled, 
or the ardour of it considerably abated. 

In answer to these remonstrances, Piclvle olisei'ved, tliat lie had 
long sot the world at defiance ; and, as to the o[)mioii of Emilia, he 
did not doubt that .she would .'ipplaud in her heart tlie resolution 
he had taken, and do justice to the purity oi his iiitel^tion. It W'as 
not an easy t.isk to div’erb our hen* from his designs aV uiiy time of 
life ; hut, since his oouliuement, his iutlexibility was hecoiue almost 
insurmountable. The cajitain, therefore, after having dischai'ged 
his conscicueo, in assuring him that his sister’s hapimieas was at 
stake, that his mother had approved of tlie step she Jiad taken, and 
that he himself should be extremely mortified at his refusal, forbore 
to press him wdth farther argument, which served only* bo rivet 
liim the more strongly in hi.s own oxiiiiion ; and imdci^took 
deliver this answer to Eiudia’s letter : — ^ 

‘•M.vDAsr,-- Tliut I rovprfi the Uign'ey of y(.ur vlitup with the utmost vciionit.on, uiul 
love you iiilinitely more than life, J am *it all tunes ii'udy to dcmorislrate ; hut the s ioii- 
lice to honour it is nenv my tur'. to pay; niid smh i** thf' ngour«>l my destiny that, iiii 
order to ju‘-titv your K<?uor',suy, I must u fuse to piolit by your coud ■sceiision. Miidiim, 

1 am doomed to be for ever wietrhcd ; ami upfi. uithout diasinj^. lur the po^308-ion <*f 
that Jew ol, which, thoUKl* now in my offer, 1 dare nut enjoy. 1 bhall not pretend to 
express the anguish that tours my heart Whil-t 1 coiumunicute Hits tatui reniinciatioii ; 
but appeal to the deboucy of your own seutiimnts, winch can judge of my sufferings, and 
will, doubtlCftH, do justice lo the aell-deiual ot your hirlorn 

“P. rrCKiK." 

Emilia, who know the nicety of our hero’s pride, had foreseen 
the purport of this epistle before it came to lier hands ; she did not 
thorefoi’o despair of success, nor desist fi’om tlie prosecution of her 
plan, whic,h was no other thai),that of securing ly^r own liappin^a, 
in espousing the man upon wliom she liad fixed 'her inialtcrablo 
aftection. Confident of hi.s honour, and fully satisfied of the mu,*^ual 
passion with which tlioy w^ere inspired, she gradually dec(*yed him 
into a liberaiy correspondence, wliorein slio attorn jited to refute the 
argumejits on which ho groumhid his refusal ; and, without doubt, 
the young ccntleman was not a little pleased w ith the enjoyment 
of such delightfuji commerce, in the course of which he liad, m6ro 
than ever, an opportunity of admiring the poignancy of lier wit. 
and the elegance of her understanding. 

The conteni^laiion of such excellence, while it strengthened the 
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chains witR which she held him enslaved^ added emulation to 
the other motives that induced him to maintain the disjjute ; and 
much a^ijtlcfy of reasoning was expeiMed upon both sides of this 
very particular ciucstion, without any prospect of conviction on 
cilhrr part, tSlll at last she began to desj)air of nialdng him a pro- 
selyte to her opinion by dint of ai^ument, and resolved, for the 
future, to apidy herself ch icily to the irresistible prepossessions of 
his love, VhicTi were not at all diminished or imj)aired by the essays 
of her pen. With this view she proposed a coiifereiiee, pretending 
that it ^as impossible to convey all her relloctions upon this sub- 
ject in a jieries of short letters ; and (Godfrey undertook to bail 
him for the day ; hut, conscious of lier power, he would not trust 
hiuisolf in her prosoneo, though his heart throbbed wdth all the 
eagerness <‘f desire to .s(*e her fair eyes disrobed of that resentment 
whieli they had worn so Jong, 'livl tv the ravishing swect« of 

a fond reconciliation. 

Nature eoulil *iiot, ha\'o held out agair^st such powerful attacks 
had not tlic plldo and oajnice of his disposition been gratilied to 
the full in tliePtriuinph of liis resistance : he looked upon the con- 
test ius altogetlier original, and porsevereil with obstinacy, because 
he thought liirnsolf sure of favoui’abk. tccnis, whenever ho sliould 
he disposed to capitulate. Ikn-hapsho might have overshot himself 
in the course of his pcjseverance : a young lady of Kmilia’s fortune 
and attractions could not fail to find herself surrounded by temp- 
tations wliioh few women can resist : she niigJit have misinterpreted 
thti meaijjng of some paragraph, or taken umbrage at an unguarded 
expresshm iiLoiie of Peregrine’s letters : she might liavo been tired 
out by his obstiiialc pccLdiaritj^ or, at tlio long run, construed it 
into madness, slight, or iiidiftcrence ; or, rather than waste her 
]irime in fruitless endeavours tr) subdue the iiride of a headstrong 
iiiimorist, she might U-ave listwied to the voice of some admirer, 
fraught with (jualifications suflicient to engage her esteem and 
alfection ; but all these possibilitic.f wore providentially prevented 
by an accident, attended with more important consequences than 
any we have hitherto recountcck 

Early one morning, Pipes w^as disturbed by the arrival of a 
messenger, who had been sent e.xpress from the country by Mr. 
Clover, with a fojr the lieutenant, and arrived in town 

over-night ; but as Tie was oldiged 1o have recourse Wtho informa- 
tion •of Jack's cpi^eapondeiit in the'^city, touching the jilaco of 
his abbdo, before ho deiiiandc<l cnLranco at the Fleet, the gate was 
shut ? por would the turnkeys admit him, although he told them 
that he was charged with a message of the utmost consequence ; 
HO that ho was fain* to tarry till daybreak, when he, at his earnest 
solicitation, was allowed to enter. 

Hatchway, opening the packet, found a letter enclosed for Pere- 
grine, wdth an earnest request that he should forward it to the 
Imnds of that young gentleman with all possible dosmteh. Jack, 
who could not dive into the meaning of this e*xtraora»|ftary injunc- 
tion, began to irnagii^ that Mrs. Clover lay at the point of death, 
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and wanted to take her last farewell of her brother ; aftd this con- 
ceit worked so strongly upon his imagination, that, while he 
huddled on his clothes, ai^ made the best of hirf way to the 
apartment of our hero, he could not help cursing, within himself, 
the folly of the husband in sending such disagreeable messages to 
a man of Peregrine’s impatient temper, already soured by his 
own uneasy situation. This reflection would have iridnced him to 
suppress the letter, had not he been afraid tc> tamper *’with the 
ticklish disposition of his friend, to whom, while he delivered it, 
“As for my own part,” said he, “mayhap I may have ^as much 
natural affection as another ; but, when my spouse parted, I bore 
my misfortune like a British man and a Christian ; for jvhy ? lie’s 
no better than a fresh- water sailor, who knows not hovr to stem 
the current of mischance.” 

Pickle, being waked from a pleasant ^ream, in which the fair 
Emilia was principally concerned, and hearing this strange pre- 
amble, sat up in his bed, and unsealed the lefter in a state (>f 
niortiti cation and disgust ; but what were the omotiuns of his soul, 
when he road the following intimation ! — ' 

“Dkar BiiOTirEK.-Tt hatli pleasfcl God to take your father pr.ildenly off, by a fit of 
apoplexy ; and, an be ba8 died intestate, I give you this notice, that yon may, with all speed, 
coiu(j down and take po^^scHsion of your right in ilespite of Muster tfaTn and Ills mother, 
who, you may lx* nurc, do nut «it easy under this unexpected di-p'Misatlon of Providence. 

1 have, by virtue of being a justice of the peace, taken sikU precautions as I thouglit 
neceahary for your advantage; and the funeral Hliall lie didencd iinlil your pleasure be 
known. Your aistev, though sincoridy afliictcd by her fathers fate, aubmit%to the iviil of 
Heaven witli laudable resignation, and begs you will set out for this plai'o without delay, 
In which niquest she is joincu by, sir, your affectionate brother, aiut luimble scijant, 

“Cu^piLBS Cr/iVEK.” 

Peregrine, at first, looked ui>on this epistle as a more illusion 
of the brain, and a continuation of ilio reverie in which he had 
been engaged. He read it ten tiimjp over, without being persuaded 
that he was actually awake ; he rubbed lbs eyes, and shook his 
head, in order to shake off thu drowsy vapours that surrounded 
liim ; he hemmed thrice with groat vociferation, snapped his 
fingers, tweaked his nose, started up from his bed, and, opening 
the casement, took a survey of the well-known objects that ap- 
peared on each side of his habitation. Everything seemed con- 
gruous and connected, and he said within himself, “Sure this is 
the most distinct dream that ever sleep •produtod.” Then he had 
recourse again to the papery which he carefully perused, wilJiout 
finding any variation from his first notion of the contents. ^ 
Hatchway, seeing all his extravagances of action, accompanied 
with a wild stare of distraction, began to believe that his h6ad was 
at length fairly tunied, and was really meditating means for 
securing hw yicrson, when Pickle, in a tone of surprise, exclaimed, 
*'‘Clood God ! am 1 or am 1 not awake? “ Why look ye, cousin 
Pickle,” rejilied the lieutenant, “that is a question which the 
deep sea-line c»f my understanding is not long enough to sount^; 
but, howsqi, never, tho'f 1 can’t trust to the obseiwatiou 1 have 
Liken, it Aiall go hard but I will fall upon a way to guess 
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wliorcaboJts wo are,” So saying, he lifted up a piteher full of 
cold water, that stood behind the outward door, and discharged it 
in tlio •face* of Peregrine without cOremony or hesitation. This 
remedy produced the desired effect ; unpalatable as it was, the 
young* genfleman no sooner recovered his breath, which was 
endangered by such a sudden aijplicalion, than he tlianked his friend 
Jack for th^ seasonable operation he had i)erforraed. Having no 
longer Jiby just reason to doubt the reality of what a])peared so 
convincingly to his sensos, he shifted himself on the instant, not 
without hurry and trepidation ; and, putting on his morning dress, 
sallied foj’th to the Bare, in order to deliberate with himself on tho 
imnortfini intelligence he had received. 

Hatchway, not yet fully convinced of his sanity, and curious to 
know the purport of the letter which had affected him in such 
an extraordinary manner, t ruefully attended his footsteps in this 
excursion, in hope of being favoured with his confidence in the 
course of their* perambulation. Our hero no sooner appeared at 
the atrcet-do(Jf, than ho w^aa wilutcd by the messenger, who, having 
posted himsflf in the w'ay for that purpose, “ (iod bless your 
noble honour, Squire Pickle,” cried he, “and give you joy of 
succeeding to your father’s estate” ^J'hcao words had scarce pro- 
ceeded from his mouth, w'hen the lieutenant, hopping eagerly 
tow^ards the countryman, scpieezed his hand w’ith gr(‘at affection, 
and asked if the old gentleman had actually taken his departure. 
“Ay, MclBter Hatchway,” replied the other, “in such a woundy 
haete, tkat ho forgot to make a will.” — “ Body of me ! ” exclaimed 
the setlman^“ thesef are the best tidings I have lieard since I first 
went to sea. Here, my lad, take my purse, and stow thyself 
chock-full of the best liquor in the laud.” So saying, he tipped 
rile peasant with ten pieces, and immediately tho whole place 
echoed with the souni of Tonris instrument. Porogrino, repairing 
to the w^alk, communicated the billet to his lionest friend, who, at 
liis desire, 'went forthwitli to the Idtlgiiigs of Captain (Jauntlet, and 
returned in less than half an hour with that gentleman, who, I 
need not say, was heartily rejtgced at the occasion. 


Chap. CIV. — Peregrine *Iiol(is a Cons»iiltalIrtn with his Frienclfl, conseijncnce of 
wliirb Ijo bids AdiC'UBto iho ricet—He arrl^^a at hia Father’d fJoitse, and asserts 
his lUglit of Inberi4anco. 

Nom^did our hero kcoj) tho misanthrope in ignorance of this happy 
turn oSf fortune : pipes was dcspatcJjod to tjic senior, uitli a mes- 
sage, requesting /lis immediate presence ; and ho accordingly 
appeared, in obedience to the summons, growling wirfi <Usqpntent 
for Jjaving been deprived of several hours of his natural rest. His 
mouth was imniodiatoly stopped with tlie letter, at which he 
^smiled horribly a ghastly grin ; ” and, after a compliment of 
gratiilation, tlioy entered into close divan, about th^mcasureS' to 
be taken in consequence of this event. 
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Tljore was no room for much dobato : it was unanimously agreed, 
that Picklo should sot ou4, wit h all possible despatch, for the gar- 
rison, to winch Gaiiiitlet ailR Hatchway resolved to J.ttofftl him. 
Pipes was accordingly ordered to preiiare a couple of j^ost-cliaises, 
while Godfrey went to ])rocuro bail for his friend, and provide 
them with money for the expense of llie expedition, but not before 
lie was desired by Peregrine to conceal this piece of p^nvs from his 
sister, that our youth might have an opportunity to surp'riso her 
in a mf)re interesting manner, after he should have settled his 
affairs. 

All those previous stoi)s Ijcing taken, in less than an* hour our 
hero tf»ok Ins leave of the Fleet, after ho had left twenty guinejis 
with tlie warden for the relief of the poor x>risoners, a great num- 
ber of whom convoyed him to the gate, pouring forth prayers for 
his long life and ])rosporil 3 ^ ; and he took the road to the garrison, 
in the most, elevated transports of joy, unallayed^ with the least 
mixture of grief at the death of a i)arent, whose paternal tender- 
ness ho had never known. His breast Avas absolutiHjr a stranger 
to that l)oasted (rrupytji or instinct of aUbctioii, by which the 
charities are sujiposed to subsist. 

Of all the journeys he had ever made, tliis, sure, was the most 
delightful : ho felt all the ecstasy that must naturally ho produced 
in a young man of his imagination, from such a sudden transition 
in p(hnt of circuinstiuices : ho found himself delivered from con- 
fineinont and disgrace, without being obliged to any pcr.?ou upon 
earth for his deliverance ; he had it now in his power to roikort tke 
contempt of the world in a manner suited to" his imv^t sanguine 
wish ; he was reconciled to his friend, and onablcfl to gratify his 
love, iivoM upon his own terms ; and saw himself in jjosscssion of 
a bu’tunc more amjdo than his first inheritaiicc, with a stock of* 
experience that w'ouid steer him dear of *11 those quicksands, 
among which he liad been fcu’meiiy Avrecked. 

Til the middle of their journo^, while they halted at an inn for 
a short refroslunent and change of horses, a jiostiJion, running 
up to Poiogrnie in the yard, fell at his feet, clasped his knees with 
great eagerness and agitation, and presented to him the individual 
face of his old valet dc-chambre. The youth, ])erceiving him in 
such an abject garb and attitude, coinuianfjod him to rise, and tell 
the cause of stfeh a miserable reverse in his foAune ; upon which 
Hadgi gave him to understand, that ho had bSbn. ruined bj^his 
Avifo, who, having robbed him of all his cash and valuable effects, 
liad elojjcd from his house, with one of his own customer^ Vho 
appeared in the character of a French count, bqjb was in reality no 
other than aq Italian tiddler ; that, in consequence Cjf this retreat, 
he, th^ husbaiul, was disabled from paying a considerable sum 
winch he had set ajiart for his wine-merchant, who, being disap- 
pointed in his exjiectation, took out an execution against h^ 
etl’ects ; ami the rest of his creditors, following his oxauiplo, hunteo^ 
him out of h<^ise andliome : so that, finding his person in danger 
in London, he had been obliged to escapq, into the country, 
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fikulkuig fiboub from one village to another, till, being quite desti- 
tute of all giii)port, ho had undertaken 4is present ollice, to save 
iininaeli from starving. * 

Perogriiij^ listened with compassion to his lamentable tale, which 
too well accounted for his not appearing in the Fleet, with offers 
of service to his master in distress, a circumstance tlnri Pickle had 
all alon^ im|iuted to Iiis avarice and ingi-atitudo. He assured him, 
that as ne had been the means of thrtn\iiig in his uay the tempta- 
tion to wdiicli he fell a sacrifice, he would charge himself with the 
retrie^l of his aftaii-s : in the m(;an lime, he made him taste of his 
bounty, -and desired him to c<niliniie in his jucsent employment 
until he^should return from the garrison, when lie would consider 
his situation, and do something for Ins immediate relief. 

Hadgi attemiited t(» kiss his shoe, and '‘^e[)t, or all'ected to weep, 
with sensibility, at this gracious recej'tioii ; he even made a merit 
of his unwilliivpKSH to exercise his new (K'cuj!ali<»n, ami earnestly 
begged tllat Jio might be allowed to give immediate attendanco 
U})on liis dejir master, from whom he could nf»t bear tlie tliouglita 
of a seconu ])ai*tjng. His entreaties wore reinforced by the inter- 
cession of his two friends, in conseqiu'uco of whicli, the Swiss was 
permitted to folliuv them at his own leisure, while they set forwards 
after a slight rejiast, and reached the place of their destination 
before ten o'clock at night. 

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the garrison, rode straightway 
to his father s house ; and no person a])pearing to receive him, nob 
t^'on alservant to take care of his chaise, ho dismoinitod without 
assistance.^ Bein^ followed by bis two friends, he advanced into 
the hall, where, peroeiv%ig a bell-rope, he made immediate ajqili- 
catioii to it, ill such a manner, as brought a couple of footmen into 
•his presence. After having reprimanded them, with a stern lc>ok, 
for their neglect in«l>oiut of* attendance, he commanded them to 
show him into an apartment and as they scnmied unwilling to 
yield obedience to his orders, as^vod if iliey did not belong to tho 
family i 

One of them, who took iqmn himself the office of spokesman, re- 
plied, with a sullen air, tliat they had been in the service of idd 
Mr. Pickle, and now that lie was dead, thcuight themselves bound 
to obey nobody l^it tht^v hidy, and her son Mr. (Gamaliel. This 
de^aratiun had scarce proceeded f^om his mouth,*whon our hero 
gav<ij them to muTerstand, that since they were not disposed to own 
an^ other master, they must change their quarters immediately. 
He ordered tliom to decamp without farther preparation ; and as 
they still .coritintW3d restive, they were kicked out of do<irs by the 
captain aiid Jiis friend Hatchway. IScpiire (Jam, ^Jio overheard 
everything that passed, and was now more than ever inilaiircd with 
that rancour which ho had sucked with his motjier’s milk, ffew to 
^.he assistance of his adherents, with a pistol in each hand, bellow- 
ing “ Thieves 1 thieves !” with groat vocifi^iation, as if he hatl 
mistaken the business of tho strangers, and actualljifbelieved Jiiin- 
self in danger of being robbed. Il|ider this pretence ho discharged 

• • * 
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a pieco at his brother, wlio luckily escaped the shot, closed with 
him in a moment, and, arresting the other pistol from his gripe, 
turned him out into the couft-yard, to the consolatioi! of Ilia two 
dependents. ^ 

By this time Pipes and the two postilions had taken possession 
of the stables, ivithout being opposed by the coachman and his 
deputy, who quietly submitted to the authority of thq^ir new sove- 
reign ; but the noise of the pistol had alarmed Mrs. Pickie, who, 
running down stairs with the most frantic appearance, attended by 
two maids and the curate, who still maintained his place o| chap- 
lain and ghostly director in the family, would have assaulted our 
hero with her nails, had not she boon restrained by her attendants. 
Though they prcventtMl her from using her hands, they could not 
hinder her from exorcising her tongue, vvliich she wagged against 
him with all the viruloiico of malice. She fi#ked, if lie was come to 
butcher his brother, to insult lii.s father’s corpse, am^ triumph in her 
aflliction ? slie bestowed upon him the epithets of spendthrift, jail- 
bird, and iiiinatiiral rullian ; she begged i)ardon of G8d for having 
brought such a monster into tlie world ; accused hiSi of having 
brought his father’s gray hairs with sorrow to the grave ; and 
aftirmed, that were lie to touch the body, it would bleed at his 
approach. 

Without iiretending to refute the articles of this ridiculous 
charge, he allowed her to ring out her alarm ; and then calmly 
rcidied, that if she did not quietly retire to lier chamber, and 
behave as became a person in her present situation, he*slK)uiil 
insist upon her removing to another lodging, wifhout diglay, for he 
was determined to be master in his own family. The lady, who, 
in all probability, expected that he would endeavour to appeaao 
her with all the tenderness of iilial submission, was so much exas-^ 
perated at his cavalier behaviour, tlltit her ownstitiition could nob 
support the transports of her spirits ; and she was earned off by 
her women in a fit, while the fiflicious clergyman ivas dismissed 
after his pu]iil, with all the circumstances of disgrace. 

Our hero, liaviug thus made his quarters good, took possession 
of the best apartment in the house, and sent notice of his arrival 
to Mr. Clover, wlio, with his wife, visited him in less than an 
hour, and wss not a little surprised to finddiim so suddenly settled 
in his father’s l!«)use. The meeting of Julia ana her brother was 
extremely pathetic. She had* always loved hirifwith unconufibn 
tenderness, and looked upon him as the ornament of her family ; 
but she had heard of his extravagances with regret , and, tbobgh 
she considered the stories that were circulated /it his expense as 
the malicious ^exaggerations of his mother and her datUdg son, her 
appr^i^nsion had been grievously alarmed by an account of his 
hnprisbnment and distress, which had bceki accidentally conveyed 
to that country by a gentleman from London, who had been for^ 
nierjiy of his acquain^fince : she could not, therefore, without the 
most tender Vniotions of joy, see him, as it were, restored to his 
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rightful inheritaiicG, and re-Qstablishcd in that station of life which 
she thought ho could fill with dignity an(4 iniportaiice. 

Aftdl* th^ir mutual expressions of affection, she retired to her 
mother’s chamber, with a view to make a second offer of her ser- 
vice and t^tendaiice, which had been already rejected with scorn 
since her father’s deatli ; while Peregrine consulted his brother-iii- 
Liw about tjje affairs of the family, so far as they had fallen within 
his cogRizance and observation. Mr. Clover told him that, though 
he was never favoured with the confidence of the defunct, he knew 
some ^ his intimates, who had been tampered with by Mrs. Pickle, 
and ovegrt engaged to second the remonstrances by which she had 
often endeavoured to ijersuado her husband to settle his affairs by 
a formal will ; hut that he had from time to time evaded their im- 
portunities with surprising excuses of procra-stination, that jdainly 
appeared ti> bo the result ( f invention and design, far above the 
supposed j)itch^ of his capacity ; a circumstance from which Mr. 
Clover c<i(liclu<fed that the old gentleman imagined his life would 
not have boeff secure, had he once taken such a stop as would h ive 
rendered it® unnecessary to the iiulei>cndcnce of his second son. 
He moreover observed, that, in conse(pience of this infornftition, lie 
no sooner heaixl of Mr. Pickle’s doath, which happened at the club, 
than ho went, directly with a law'yer to his house, before any cabal 
or ooTisi)iracy c(juld be formed against the rightful heir, and, in 
prescnc(3 of witnesses provided for tlio ]>urpo.so, sealed up all the 
2)a23ers (ff the doceasod, after the widow liad, in the first trans 2 >orts 
id her TiOiTow and vexation, fairly owned that her husband had died 
intestate. • • 

Peregrine was oxtrem|ly well satisfied with this intelligence, by 
which all hi.s doubts were dispelled ; and, having clieerfully su 2 >ped 
•with Ins friond.s on a cold collation, which his broth ej‘-in-law had 
brought ill his charuit, they wtired to rest in different chambers, 
after Julia had met with another repulse from her c*i2)ricioub 
iiuither, who.se overffowing rage fiad now subsided into the former 
channel of calm inveteracy. 

Next morning the house Vpas su 2 > 2 )lied ivitb some servants from 
the garris<ni, and 2 >i'cparations were made for the funeral of the 
deceased. Gam, having taken lodgings in the neighbourhood, 
came with a chaise and^cart to demand his mother, together with 
hift own clothes, and lier 2 )crsonal effects. Our I#;ro, though he 
wolild not suffer*him to enter the (fbor, allowed his pio2)osal to bo 
communicated to the w'idow, who eagerly embraced the op 2 >ortunity 
of ^ofnoviiig, and was, with her own baggage, and that of her 
beloved spn, coiwjfeyed to the place which he had 2 n’e 2 )ared for her 
reception. • yhither she was followed by her woman, who was 
desired by Peregrine to assure her mistress that, until a* regular 
provision could be settled upon her, she might command him, in 

l>oint of money, or any other accommodation in Ins power. 

*■ • 
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Chap. CV.— ITe performs tbe last OrTices to his Father, ami returns to IjondIRn upon a Very 
interesting Design. 

Suits of mourning being proviiled for himself, his friends, and 
adherents, and evoi-y other previous nieiisuro taken sifitablf) to tlie 
occasion, liis father was interred in a private manner in the parish 
church ; and his papers being examined, in presence of many 
persons of honour and integrity, invited for that purpose, no will 
was found, or any other deed, in favour of the second sonj^ t hough 
it appeared by the marriage settlement that the widow was entitled 
to a jointure of five luuidrcd pounds a year, 'rhe rest of his papers 
consisted of East-Tndia bonds, South-Sea annuities, mortgages, 
notes, and asaignments, to the amount of foTirscore thousand seven 
hundred and sixty pounds, exclusive of the house, ptate, and furni- 
ture, horses, crpiipage, and cattle, with the garden and j^xrk adjacent, 
to a very considerable extent. t 

This w^is a sum that even exceeded lus expectatii'n, and could 
not fail to entertain his hincy with the most agreeable ideas. Ho 
found himself immediately a man of vast oonsoqiience amoTig his 
country iieiglibours, who visited him wuth cc>mpliments of congra- 
tulation, and treated him with such respect as would have eltec- 
tually spoiled any young man of his disposition, W'ho had^ not the 
same advantages of experience as he had already purchased at^i 
very extravagant price, 'rinis shielded with cawtioii, ho boro Ins 
prosperity with surpribing tcRiperance ; everybody w'fs charmed 
with liis affability and moderation. VVJieiimo made a circuit round 
to the gentlemen of +ho district, in order to repay the courtesy^ 
which ho owed, he was caressed by tljpm with uncommon a.ssiduity, 
and advised to offer himself as a candidate for the county at the 
next election, w'hieh, they ,supp(jpod, would soon happen, because 
the ju'esent iiKunbor w’as m a declining state of health : nor did 
his person and address escape iniheodod by the ladies, many of 
whom did not scruple to spread their *attracti()n.s before him, with 
a view <*f captivating such a valuable prize : nay, such an improasiou 
did this legacy make upon a certain peer, who resided in this part 
of the country ,^that lie cultivated Pickle’s Acquaintance with great 
eagerness, and, without circumlocution, offered to*him in inarricgo 
his only daughter, with a very considerable fortune. ” • 

Our hero expressed himself u]>on this occasion as became a naan 
of honour, sensibility, and politeness, and frankly gave his lonlship 
to understand that his heart was already engaged.* He was pleased 
with thp opportunity of making such a sacrifice to hift passion for 
Emilia, which by this time inflamed his thoughts to such a degree 
of impatience that ho resolved to depart for London with all pos- 
sible speed ; and for that purpose industriously employed ,almoatf 
every hour of^is tim»in regulating his domestic affairs. He paid 
off all his fathSf’s servants, and hired others, at the recommendation 



AN^ ECCENTRIC COUNTRY SQUIRE. 601 

of his siSter, ^vho promised to superintend his household in his 
absence : he advanced the first half-yean^jr payment of his mother’s 
jointufe ; And, as for his brother he gave him divers oppor- 
tunities of acknowledging his faults, so as that he might have 
answered fo his own conscience for taking any stop in bis favour ; 
but that young gentleman was not yet sufficiently liunibled by mis- 
fortune ; and not only forbore t(» make any overtures of peace, but 
also toAk all occasions to slander the conduct and revile the person 
of our hero, being in this practice comforted and abetted by his 
rightepus mamma. 

Everything being thus settled for the present, the triumvirate set 
out on tjieir return to town in the same manner with that in which 
they had arrived in the country, except in the small variation tliat 
Hatchway’s chaise companion was now the valct-de-chambre re- 
fitted, instead of Pipes, who, with another 1/icquoy, attended them 
on horseback. When they had performed two-thirds of their way 
to Lo7ido>i, thoV chanced to overtake a country st(uire, on his return 
from a visit •fo one of his neighbours, who had entertained him 
with such ♦lospitality that, as the lieutenant o\>served, he rolled 
himself almost gunwale to, every motion of his horse, which was a 
fine hunter ; and when the cluiises passed him at full speed, ho set 
up the sportsman’s halloo in a v<uce that sounded like a French 
horn, clapping spurs to Sorrel at the same time, in order to keep up 
with the pace of the machine. 

Peregi’ine, who was animated wuth an uncommun flow of spirits, 
qfdered his iiostilion to proceed more softly, and entered into con- 
versation ^ith the# stranger, touching the make and mettle of his 
horse, upon which ho (jicseanted wntli so much learning, that the 
squire was astonished ar his knowledge. When they approached 
Jiis habitation, be invited the young gentleman and his company 
to halt, and drink a battle (jf l^s ale ; and w^as so pressing in his soli- 
citation, that they complied witli his rcM(ucst. Ho accordingly 
conducted them through a spacious avenne, tlmt extended as far 
as the highw^ay, to the gate of a largo chateau, of a most noble and 
venerable appearance, which^induced them to alight and view the 
apartments, contrary to their first intention of drinking a glass of 
his October at the dot-T. 

The rooms were eveiw way suitable to the magnificence of the 
outside, and our Hero inmgined tlicy had made a tofir through the, 
whUle sweep, \ylrt5n the landlord ga^ him to understand that they 
hadinot yet seen the best apartment of the house, and immediately 
led •them into a spacious dining-room, which Peregrine did not 
outer witliout giying manifest signs of uncommon astonishment. 
The panels all round were covered with portraits at full length, by 
Vandyke ; and not one of them appeared without a ridicuibua tie- 
periwig, in the style of those that usually hang over the shops of 
twopenny barbers. The straight boots in whicli the figures had 
Seen o?iginally painted, and the other circumstances of attitude 
and drapery, so inconsistent with this monstrous fujnituro of the 
head) exhibited such a ludicrous appearance, that Pickle’s wonder 
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ill a little time gave way to his mirth, and he was seized with a 
violent fit of laughter, ^iJiich had weU-nigli deprived him of his 
breath. * • • , 

The squire, half pleased and half offended at this expression of 
ridicule, ‘"T know,” said he, “wliat makes you laugh so wofiilly ; 
you think it strange to zee iiiy vorcfathers b(x»t 0 (l and spurred, 
with huge three-tailed periwigs on their pates. Thegtruth of the 
matter is this : I could not abide to zee the pictures of in/ vamily 
with a parcel of loose hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many 
colts ; and zo I employed a ])ainter vollow from London V> clap 
docent periwigs on their skulls, at the rate of vive shillings, a head, 
ami ulfered him tliree sliillings apiece to furnish each with .a hand- 
some pair of shoes and stockings : but the rascal, thinking I must 
have ’em done at any price after their heads wore covered, haggled 
with me for vour shillings a picture ; and |io, rather than be im- 
posed upon, I turned him off, and shall let ’em stand as they are, 
till zome more reasonable brother of the brush comes round the 
country.” * 

Pickle commended his resolution, though, in his lieai^^, he blessed 
himself from such a barbarous (ioth ; and, after tbe^y had despatched 
two or throe bottles of his beer, they proceeded uu their journey, 
and arrived in town about eleven at night. 


CiJAi'. He enjoys an Interview with Emlli.i, ami makes himself ample Amends for 

all the Mortification of his Life. * • 

9 # 

ConruEY, who had taken leave of bis sistej, on pretence of making 
a short excursion with Peregrine, whose htlilth required the oujoy- 
meiit of fresh air after his long eonliiiemeiit, sent a message to her. 
that siime night, announcing his arriN^il, and ^ving her notice that 
he would breakfast with her next niorniiig ; wmeii he and our hei'o, 
who had dressed himself for the ^mrpose, Liking a liackney-coach, 
repaired to her lodging, and were introduced into a parlour, 
adjoining to that in which the toa-tab^e was set. Here they had nob 
waited many minutes, when they heard the sound of feet coming 
down stairs ; upon which our hero’s heart began to beat tlio alarm. 
He conce:iled liimself behind tbo screen, by the direction of his 
friend, wrhose oiirs being saluted with Soph^^’s voifce from the next 
room, he flew into it with greafc ardour, and eiijo 3 «!d upon her Alps 
the sweet transports of a meeting so unexpected ; for he had 'left 
her in her father’s house at Windsor. .. • 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgotteq the situation of 
Peregrine ; when Emilia, assuming an enchanting air,‘ “ la not 
this,” Bjtid shfl, “a most provoking scene to a young woman like 
me, who am doomed to wear the willow by the strange caprice of 
iny lover ? Upon* my word, brother, you have done me infinite 
prejudice in promoting this jaunt with my obstinate corresp«nd6nt* 
who, 1 supiK«e, is sf> ravished with this transient glimpse of 
liberty, that no will never bo persuaded to incur iiniiecessary, 
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confinemout for the future." — “ My dear sister,” replied the captain, 
tauntingly, “your own pride set him t%e example; so you must 
e’en sfimd 'to the consequence of His iiiiitatioii. ” — *‘*TiB a hard 
case, howler, ” answered the fair offender, “that I should suffer 
all my life oy one venial trespass. Heigh ho ! who would iinagino 
that a sprightly girl, such as I, witli, ten thousand j)ound8, should 
go a begging? 1 have a good mind to marry the next person that 
asks me the question, in order to be revenged upon this unyielding 
humorist. Did the dear fell(»w discover no inclination to see me 
in all trfie term of his releascment I Well, if ever I can catch the 
fugitive jfgain, he shall sing in his cage for life.” 

Jt is imptiBsible to convey to the reader a just idea of Peregrine’s 
transports while ho overheard this declaration ; which was no 
sooner pronounced, than, unable to resist the impetuosity of his 
passion, lie sprang fngii his lurking- place, exclaiming, “Here 1 
surrender ; ” ayd, rushing into her presence, was sc» dazzled with 
her beauty, that hjs speech failed ; he was fixed, like a statue, to 
tlie floor, aTuAll his faculties were absorbed in admiration. Indeed, 
she was iiof in the full blt>oni of her ehanus, and it svas nearly 
impossible to look upon her without en^otion. What, then, must 
have been the ecstasy of onr youth, whose passion w^as whetted with 
all the incitements which could stimulate the human heart ! The 
ladies screamed with surprise at his apjicaranee : and Emilia under- 
went such agitation as flushed every charm with irresistible energy : 
her chefles glowed •with a most delicate suffiision, and her bosom 
liisaved* with such bewitching undulation, that the cambric could 
not conceaibor contliin the snowy hemisphere, tliat rose like a vision 
of paradise to his view. 1 

While ho W'as almost fainting with unutterable delight, she 
•ceined ready to sink inidcr the tumults of tendernt*.ss and con- 
fusion ; when our iiero, pcteeiving her condition, obeyed the 
impulse of his love, and circled the charmer in his arms, without 
suffering the least frown or symjftom of displeasure. Not all the 
pleasures of his life had amounted to the ineffable joy of this 
embrace, in which he continued for some minutes totfilly entranced. 
Ho fastened upon her i>outing lips with all the eagerness of rap- 
ture ; and, w’hile his brain scorned to wdiirl round with transport, 
exclaimed, in a deliriunj of^ bliss, “ Heaven and earth ! this is too 
much to bear.” * • 

ftis imagiiiaticfli was accordingly*^relicved, and his attention in 
some measure divided, by the interjjosition of Sopliy, who kindly 
chifl him for his having overlooked liis old friends. Thus accosted, 
he quitted his dojicious armful, and saluting Mrs. Gauntlet, asked 
pardon for neglect ; observing that such rudeness was excusable, 
considering the long atid unhappy exile whioli h * had 'buffei'ed 
from the jewel of his soul. Then, turning to Emilia, “lam come, 
(na<Iam, said ho, “ to claim the performance of y<Jur promise, whicli 
I can pToduce under your ow'n fair hand : y 9 u may, therefore, lay 
aside all superfluous ceremony and shyness, and cr<j|v^n my happi- 
ness without furtl](,er delay ; for, \y)on my soul ! my thoughts aro 
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wound uj) to the last pitch of expectation, and I^shalf certainly 
run distracted if L am dogjned to any term of probation/’ 

His mistress, having by thift time recollected herself, ii^ex^lils'd with 
a most exhilarating smile, “I ought to lumish you for your obsti- 
nacy with the mortitication of a twolvcmf)uth’s trial ; but ’tis 
dangerous to tamper .with njti admirer of your disposition, and 
therefore I think I must make sure of you while ^t is in my 
power,” — “You are willing, then, to take mo for better foV worse, 
in presence of Heaven and these witnesses?” cried Peregrine, 
kneeling, and applying her hand to his lips. At this interre^^ation, 
her features softened into an amazing expression of coiidescemling 
love ; and, while she darted a side glance that thrilled to hisj[naiTOW, 
and heaved a sigh more soft than zephyr’s balmy wing, her answer 
was, “Why— ay — and Heaven grant me patience to bear the 
humours of such a yoke fellow ! “ And ^ay the same powers,” 

replied the youth, “giant me life and o})]K>rtiinity to manifest the 
immensity of my love. Meanwhile, 1 have eighty thousand pounds, 
which shall be laid immediately in your lap.” 

So saying, lie sealed tlie contract upon her lips, atfd explained 
the mystery of his last words, which had begun to operate upon 
the wonder of the two sisters. Sophy Was agreeably surprised 
with the account of his good fortune ; nor was it, in all probability, 
unacceptable to the lovely Emilia ; though, from this iiiformaiion, 
she took an opportunity to upbraid her admirer with tbe inflexi- 
bility of Ilia pride, which she scrupled not to say wotdd liavo 
baffled all the suggestions of his passion, had not it been gj‘atifiud 
by this providential event. ♦ « 

Matters being thus happily matured, i- the lover begged that 
immediate recourse might ’no had to the ornirch, and his happiness 
ascertained before night ; but the bride objected, with grcab 
vehemence, to such piocipitatioii, b#nng dosi-ons of her mother’s 

E resence at the ci^remony ; and she was seconded in her opinion by 
cr brotlier’a wife. Peregrine, fliaddeiiing with desire, assaulted 
her with the most earnest entreaties, representing, that, as her 
mother’s consent was already ublaiiiiid, there was surely nc noces^ 
sity for a delay that must infallibly make a dangerous impression 
upon liis brain and constitution. He fell at her^feet in all the 
agony of impatience ; swore that his li{p and intellects woidd 
actually be in Jeopardy by her refusal ; and, when she attempted 
to argue him out of his demanfi’, began to rave wTt,k.sucli extrava- 
gance, that Sophy was frightened into conviction ; and Godfrey 
enforcing the remonstrances of his friend, the amiable Emilia Vas 


teased into compliance. 

After breakfast, the bridegroom and his coinpanign* set out to 
the Corfimons for a license, having first agreed upon tho houEe at 
which the ceremony should bo performed, in tho lodgings of tho 
bride ; and, the permission being obtained, they found moans t<^ 
engage a clergyman, lyho undertook to attend them at thfiir own 
time and plac^ Then a ring was purchased for tho occasion *, and 
they went in search of the lieutenant, with Avhqm they dined at a 

* 0 
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tavern, aifd not only imulo liim acquainted with the steps they had 
taken, but desi’ed that he would stand gj>dfather to the bride ; au 
cmplo^ieuf which Jack accepted \^th UemonstraiAons of parti- 
cular .satisfaction ; till, chancing to look into tho street, and 
seeing Cad^allader approacli the door, in consequence of a message 
they had sent to him by Pipes, ho declined the 'aflice in favour of 
the senior, who was accordingly ordained for that purpose, on tho 
BU])posifion That such a mark of regard might facilitate his con* 
cuiTcnco with a match, which otherwise he w'ould certainly oppose, 
as he ^’as a profoa.sed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet, ignorant of 
Peregrine’s intention. 

Aftci^having congratulated Pickle upon liis succession, and 
shook his two friends by tho hand, tho misanthrope asked whose 
mare was dead, that he was summoned in such a plaguy hurry from 
his dinner, whicli he hjd bc.-n fain to gobble up like a. cannibal? 
Our hoi ‘0 gave him to uiidorsiand, that they had made an appoint- 
ment to iivink*tea with two agrcealilo ladies, and W'cre unwilling 
tliat he shoiiM lo.se tho opportunity of enjoying an entertainiront 
which lie hJted so much. Crabtree, shrivelling uj) his face, like 
an autumn leaf, at (his intimation, cursed his complaisance, and 
sw^oro they should keoji their assignation without him ; for he 
and lechery had shaken hands many years ago. 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto an old coachman, 
who still delights in the smack of the whip, and dropping some flat- 
tering hmta of his manhood, even at these years, he was gradually 
ji^’evailgd upon to aceompaiiy them to the )dace of rendezvous ; 
Avhere, btij^ig usli^red into a dining-room, they had not waited 
three minutes when tl|3y were joined by the j)arson, who had 
observed tho hour with great punctuality. 

• This gentleman no sooner entered the room, than Cadwalladcr, 

in a whisper to Gau^flet, ask#d if tluit was not the cock-b d ; 

and, before the captain could make any reply, “What an uncon- 
scionable w master the rogue te ! ” said he : “scarce discharged 

from confinement, and sweetened w'ith a little fresh air, wlieii he 
wenches with a pimp in can9nical3 in his pay.” The door again 
opened, and Emilia broke m upon tliom, with such dignity of 
mien, and divinity of aspect, as inspired every spectator with 
astonishment and admiration. The lieutenant, who had not seen 
her since her chaAns wdto ripened into such perfection, expressed 
his^^vonder anej f5i)probation in an Exclamation of, “Add’s zooks, 
wdiaf> a glorious galley ! ” and tho misanthrope’s visage was in- 
stciittly metamorphosed into the face of a mountain-goat. Ho 
licked his lips instinctively, snuffed the air, and squinted with a 
most horrible obliquity of vision. 

The bride ^and her sister being seated, and Hatchway* having 
renew^ed his acquaintance wdth tlio former, who recognized him 
with particular civility, Peregrine withdrew iiAo another apart- 
ment with his friend Crabtree, to whom he imparted the design of 
this meeting ; which the latter no sooner “unders^^od, than he 
attempted to retreat, without making any other reply than that of, 
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“Pshaw! rot your matrimony! can’t you put your nJck in the 
noose without my being ^witness of your folly ? ” f 

The young gentleman, m order to vanquish thts at^ersioiiy 
stepped to the door of the next room, and begged the favour of 
speaking with Emilia, to whom he introduced the testy oW bachelor 
as one of his particular friend^, who desired to have the honour of 
giving her away. The bewitching smile witli which ^ho received 
I)is saiute and granted his request at once overcame the disapproba- 
tion of the miaanthropo, who, witli a relaxation in Ins countenance 
wdiich had never been perceived before that instant, tbank^jd her 
in the most polite terms for such an agreeablo mark of distinction, 
lie accordingly led her into the dining-rot)in, whore the ceremony 
was performed wifcliont delay ; and, after the husband had asserted 
hivS prerogative on her lips, the whole coinjiany saluted her by the 
name of Mrs. Pickle. 

J shall leave the sensible reader to judge what jiassod at this 
juncture within the bosoms of the new-married fcoupli£. Pere- 
grine’s heart was lired witli inexpressible ardour aiiK impatience ; 
while the transports of the bride were mingled witk'v a dash of 
ditijdence and ap])rehcusion. Gauntlet saw it woiild bo too much 
for both to bear tlieir present tantalizing situation till night without 
some amusement to divert their thoughts, and therefore proposed 
to pass part of the evening at the public entertainments in Mary- 
lobono gardens, which were at that time frequented by the best 
coTHpany in town. The scheme was relished by therdiscreeb 
Sophy, wIk^ saw the moaning of tlio proposal ; and the bride 8u\)- 
mittod to the 2 :>er.suasioii of her sister ; so that affer tea ij^wo coaches 
wore called, and Pcjregrino was torcibly senaratod from his charmer 
during the conveyance. 

Tlio now-married couple and their company having made shiftj 
to spend the evening, and supjied oiiei sliglit (foliation in one of the 
boxes, Peregrine’s patience was almost cpiite exhausted ; and taking 
Godfrey aside, he inip«‘irted hi.s intention to withdraw in private 
from the sea wit of his friend Hatchway, who would otherwise 
retard his bliss w'itli unseasonable inmcdimonts, which at .present 
ho could not possibly bear. Gauntlet, who sympathized with his 
impatience, undertook to intoxicate the lieutenant with bumpers 
to the joy of the bride, and in the iiiewi time desired Sophy to 
retire with hift sister, under the auspieds of CJadwallader, who 
promiseil to squire tliem home.'* •• •' 

Tlie la<lies were accordingly conducted to the coach; and -S^ack 
proposed to the capUm that, for the sake of the joke, the Ipide- 
groom should bo plied with liquor in such a ipanncr as would 
efiectually disable him from enjoying the friAts of. ‘his good 
fortune* for obe night at Jeawt. (Lauiitlet seemed to relish the 
sclicme ; and they prevailed upon Pickle to accompany them to, a 
certain tavern, on*pretencG of drinking a farew'ell glass to a single 
life : there the bottle was circulated till Hatchway’s brain, bogait 
to Ruft’or innovation. *As he had secured our hero’s hat and sword, 
ho felt no apprchcuaioii of an elopement, which, however,* was 
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effected ; 1 ilie youth hastened on the wings of love to the arms 

of his cnchan^g bride. He found Crabtree in a parlour, waiting 
for hisaretuflni, and disposed to entei5tjun aim with a lecture upon 
teiiiperauce, to which he paid very little attention ; but ringing 
for EiniliTj^s maid, desired to know if her mistress W'us in bed. 
Being answered in Uio aflirniative, ha sent lier upstairs to announco 
his arrival, undressed himself to a loose gown and slijipoi'S, and, 
wisluugstlie'hiisaiitbropc a good night, after having desired to see 
him next day, followe<l in ])crson to the delicious scene, where he 
found Jior elegantly dish(‘d out, tlic fairest daughter of chastity and 
love. 

Wheif lie approached, she was overwhelmed with confusion, and 
hid her lovely face from his transporting view.- Mrs. (Gauntlet, 
seeing his eyes kindled al the i.tea.sion, kissed her chariuing 
sister, who, throwing her snowy arms alK)ut her neck, would have 
det»ained her in tlie rooln, had not Peregrine gently disengaged her 
confidant.irom'Mier embrace, and conducted her trembling to the 
door, which h.lviiig bolted and barricadoed, he profited by bis good 
fortune, an'^ his felicity was perfect. 

Next day he rose about nonn, and found his three friends assem- 
bled ; when he learned that Jack had fallen in his own snare, and 
been obliged to lie in the sanio tavern where he fell ; — a circimi- 
fitanco of which he was so much a.shamed, that l*eregriiio and his 
wifo escaped many jokes, which he \vould have certainly cracked, 
had ho root lain under tlie imiuitation of tJiis disgrace. In half an 
hour a^-or he came down, Mrs. J^icklc u]>poared with Sophy, bUiah- 
iiig like i^urora, pr the goddess (;f health, and sending forth 
emanaticAis of beauty unparalleled : she was com])limented upon 
her change of situaLion-^by all prescu^, and by none moi’o w'arndy 
Uian by old Crabtree, who declared himself so well satisfied with 
his friend's fortune, ^s to bo Ajlinost reconciled to that institution, 
against which he had declaimed during the best part of liis life. 

An express w'as immediately daspatclied to Mrs. Cauntlet, with 
an account of her daughter’s marriage : a town-house was hired, 
and a handsome equipage s^t up, in which the ncw-rriari’ied pair 
appeared at all public places, b) the a.stc»nislimeut of our adven- 
turer’s fair-weather friends, and the admiration of all the w'orld ; 
for, in point of figure, s^h another couple was not to bo found In 
the whole IJnitec? Kingffom. Envy despaired, and xietraction waft' 
struck dumb, wlien our hero’s nc'iiP accession of fortune was con- 
sigufd to ' the'* celebration of public fame. Emilia attracted the 
notice.' of all observers, from the pert Templar to the sovereign 
himself, who was pleased to bestow encomiums upon the excellence 
of her beauty. Many persons of conse(jueiice, who liad dropped 
the ficquainUrnce of Peregrine in the beginning of hiS dcclifie, now 
m^le ojjen efforts to cultivate bis friendship anew; but he dis- 
couraged all these advances with the most mortifying disdain ; and* 
^10 da}^ when the nobleman -whom he bad formerly obliged caoio 
up to him in tho drawing-room, with the ^alqtat^i of V'our 
servant, Mr. Pickle,” he eyed him with a look of ineffable contempt, 
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saying, “I suppose your lordship is mistaken in your man,’* and 
turned his head another in presence of the whole court. 

When he h^ made a circuit round all the places frot][nertled by 
the beau-mo 7 Lde, to the utter confusion of those against who^ his 
resentment was kindled ; paid off his tlebts, and settled Viis money 
matters in town, Hatchway wja dismissed to the country, in order 
to prepiire for the reception of his fair Emilia. In a f^w days after 
Ills departure, the whole company, Cadwalladcr himself iiPcliidod, 
set out for his father’s house, and, in their way, took up Mrs. 
Gauntlet, tlio mother, who was sincerely rejoiced to see o\^v hero 
111 the capacity of her son-in-law. From her habitation ‘they pro- 
ceded homewards at an easy pace ; and, amidst the acclfimations 
of the whole parish, entered their own hoiKso, where Emilia was 
received in the mo^t tender manner by Mr. Clover’s wife, who had 
provided overythin^for her case and accommodation ; and, next 
day, surrendered unto her the management of her own household 
affairs. 


THE END. 
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